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KATA IHANNHN 20:1-18 (John 20:1-18) 

(Greek, St Jerome’s Latin Vulgate, and English translation) 

1. Tfl 5e pia twv oappaxov Mapia fj May5aLrivf| 
epXExai 7ipooi CKOTiac; &ti oitoriq to pvr]p£iov Kai 
PL£7T£l TOV >J0OV T|pp£VOV £K TO!) pVT]p£U)l). 

una autem sabbati Maria Magdalene venit mane cum 
adhuc tenebrae essent ad monumentum et videt 
lapidem sublatum a monumento 

And on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalen came 
early, when it was yet dark, to the sepulchre; and she 
saw the stone taken away from the tomb. 


2. xp£X£i onv Kai £p/£Tai 7ipd<; Upova Il£Tpov Kai 
7rpocg tov aLLov pa0T]Tf|v ov £tpiL£i 6 ’Ipoovt; Kai 
/.£y£i auToiq- f|pav tov Kvpiov £K tou pvppdoi) Kai 
ouk oi5ap£v 7ioi) £0T]Kav aitTov. 
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cucurrit ergo et venit ad Simonem Petrum et ad alium 
discipulum quem amabat Iesus et dicit eis tulerant 
Dominum de monumento et nescimus ubi posuerunt 
eum 

She ran, therefore, and came to Simon Peter, and to the 
other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them: 
They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we know not where they have laid him. 


3. onv 6 IleTpot; Kai 6 alloc, pa0T]Tf|(; Kai 

0P/OVTO dq to pvqpEiov. 

exiit ergo Petrus et ille alius discipulus et venerunt ad 
monumentum 


Peter therefore went, and the other disciple, and they 
came to the tomb. 
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4. expe/ov 5£ oi 5oo opoo- Kai 6 ahloq pa0T]Tf|<; 
;rpo£5pap£v xa/iov too IlExpoo Kai f|M)£v 7ipc)TO<; 
d<; to pvTjpEiov, 

currebant autem duo simul et ille alius discipulus 
praecucurrit citius Petro et venit primus ad 
monumentum 

And they both ran together, and the other disciple 
running faster than Peter, arrived at the tomb first. 


5 Kai 7iapaKu\|/a<; K£ip£va xa oBovia, on p£vxoi 

£ior|I0£v. 

et cum se inclinasset videt posita linteamina non tamen 
introivit 

And when he stooped down, he saw the linen cloths 
lying; but did not go in. 
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6. ep/exai ot>v Kai Diptov Il£Tpo<; aKoIooBdiv aoxcb Kai 
£itjpl0£v d<; to pvqpEiov, Kai 0£cop£i xa 60ovia 
K£ip£va, 

venit ergo Simon Petrus sequens eum et introivit in 
monumentum et videt linteamina posita 

Then Simon Peter arrived after him, and went into the 
sepulchre, and saw the linen cloths lying, 


7. Kai to oondapiov, 6 f|v sm xqt; K£(pa)di<; aoxoi), oi> 
p£xa xd)v dOovieov K£ip£vov a^a 
£vx£Ti)>.iyp£vov dc; £Va T07I0V. 

et sudarium quod fuerat super caput eius non cum 
linteaminibus positum sed separatim involutum in 
unum locum 

And the cloth that had covered his head, not lying with 
the linen cloths, but apart, wrapped up in one place. 
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8. tots oov siofj^Bsv Kcti 6 akko<; pa0T]Tf|<; 6 skB(bv 
7rp(OTO<; sit; to pvqpsiov Kai si5sv Kai s^iotsiktsv 

tunc ergo introivit et ille discipulus qui venerat primus 
ad monumentum et vidit et credidit 

Then the other disciple who came first to the sepulchre 
also went in, and he saw, and believed. 

9. ohSs^co yap flSsioav ttjv ypaq>f|v oti 5si abTov sk 
vsKpmv avaoTfjvai. 

nondum enim sciebant scripturam quia oportet eum a 
mortuis resurgere 

For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 

IB. a^fjkBov onv rcakiv 7ipd<; at>Toi)<; oi paBqTai. 

abierunt ergo iterum ad semet ipsos discipuli 


Then the disciples returned to their home. 
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11. Mapia 5s £itJTfjK£i 7ipd<; T(p pvrip£i(p i^to Kkaiootia. 
(b q oi)v £K/.ai£v, 7rap£KD\|/£v £iq to pvrjpEiov 

Maria autem stabat ad monumentum foris plorans dum 
ergo fleret inclinavit se et prospexit in monumentum 

But Mary stood outside the tomb, weeping. Now as she 
was weeping she stooped down, and looked into the 
tomb, 


12. Kcti 0£cop£i 5no dyya/.ouq £v /.£i)Koiq KaOaCopavoo^, 
£va 7rpocg t|| K£(pakf| Kai £va 7rpocg toic; 7ioo(v, 07100 
£K£lTO TO otopa TOO ’Ipoon. 

et vidit duos angelos in albis sedentes unum ad caput et 
unum ad pedes ubi positum fuerat corpus Iesu 

And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the 
head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had 
been laid. 
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13. Kai k&yotxnv atixfj £K£ivoi- yvvai, xi K/.amu;; /.£y£i 
avxoit; oxi f|pav xdv Kvpiov pov, Kai ot>K oi5a ;ioi) 
£0riKav avxov. 

dicunt ei illi mulier quid ploras dicit eis quia tulerunt 
Dominum meum et nescio ubi posuerunt eum 

They said to her: Woman, why are you weeping? She 
said to them: Because they have taken away my Lord; 
and I do not know where they have laid him. 


14. Tauxa zinovaa Etrrpaqni £ic xa dmao Kai 0£cop£i 
xdv Iriaonv £oxmxa Kai ovk f]5£i oxi ’Ipooni; £tmv. 

haec cum dixisset conversa est retrorsum et videt Iesum 
stantem et non sciebat quia Iesus est 

When she said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing; but she did not know it was he. 
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15. k£y£i avxfj ’Ii|CPoi5q* yvvai, xi Kkafeit;; xiva ^r|T£i^; 

£K£IVT1 SOKOVCTa OXl 6 KT]7I(n)p6<; £OTlV k£y£l aVXCp- 
Kvpi£, £i cri) £Patrratia<; avxov, £ui£ poi 7ioi) £0T]Ka<; 
avxov, Kay(b avxdv apw. 

dicit ei Iesus mulier quid ploras quem quaeris ilia 
existimans quia hortulanus esset dicit ei domine si tu 
sustulisti eum dicito mihi ubi posuisti eum et ego eum 
tollam 

Jesus said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? Who 
are you looking for? Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, Sir, if you have taken him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away. 

16 k£y£i avxfj ’Itioovc;- Mapiap. oxpa(p£icra £K£ivt] 
>.£y£i omxco 'EPpaitm- paPPouvi, 6 /.£y£xai diddoKa/.£ 

dicit ei Iesus Maria conversa ilia dicit ei rabboni quod 
dicitur magister 
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Jesus said to her: Mary! Turning, she said to him: 
Rabboni! (which is to say, Master!). 


17. anTfj pfj non a7iToo, owio yap 

avaPePrjKa 7rpocg tov ;raT£pa- ;rop£i)oi) 5£ 7rpo^ toix; 
aSfitapobc; pon Kai £i;r£ abToic;- avapaivto 7rpocg tov 
^ ax£pa poo Kai ;raT£pa bpdiv Kai 0£ov poo Kai 0£ov 
bpdiv. 

dicit ei Iesus noli me tangere nondum enim ascendi ad 
Patrem meum vade autem ad fratres meos et die eis 
ascendo ad Patrem meum et Patrem vestrum et Deum 
meum et Deum vestrum 

Jesus said to her: Do not touch me, for I am not yet 
ascended to my Father. But go to my brethren, and say 
to them: I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, 
to my God and your God. 
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18 Ep/axcu Mapiajn fj MaySalrivfi ayyu.kovaa xoiq 
pa0T]xai<; oxi £G)paKa xdv Kvpiov, Kai xavxa £i;r£v 
avxfj. 


venit Maria Magdalene adnuntians discipulis quia vidi 
Dominum et haec dixit mihi 


Mary of Magdala went and told the disciples that she 
had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to 
her. 
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Preface 

The following work — written especially for the lay reader 
— is meant as an aid to reflection on the Gospel passage of 
each day of the liturgical year B-l (Sundays: Cycle B, 
Weekdays: Cycle 1). At times the comment is exegetical, 
at times homiletic, at times more wide-ranging. It is hoped 
that these thoughts on the daily Gospel may assist in 
appreciating the living Person of Jesus Christ, Son of God 
and our brother, risen from the dead and Head of the 

Church which is his 
creation. He is the Redeemer 
of man. 

Father Edward Tyler 

Diocese of Parramatta 
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Holy God, 

We Praise Thy Name 

(Originally Grosser Gott, 
wir loben dich) 


This hymn is a paraphrase of the anonymous fourth- 
century Latin hymn Te Deum laudamus. It was written (in 
German: Grosser Gott ) by Ignace Franz (1719-1790), born 
in Silesia and died in Poland. Ignace Franz was a Catholic 
priest, a hymnologist and compiler. It was translated into 
English by Clarence Walworth and became Holy God we 
praise thy Name. Walworth (1820-1900) was a convert to 
Catholicism, ordained a Catholic priest and was one of the 
founders of the Paulist Order in the U.S.A. 


1. Holy God, we praise Thy Name; 

Lord of all, we bow before Thee! 
All on earth Thy sceptre claim, 

All in Heaven above adore Thee; 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 
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2. Hark! the loud celestial hymn 

Angel choirs above are raising, 
Cherubim and seraphim, 

In unceasing chorus praising; 

Fill the heavens with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord. 

3. Lo! the apostolic train 

Join the sacred Name to hallow; 
Prophets swell the loud refrain, 

And the white robed martyrs follow; 
And from morn to set of sun, 

Through the Church the song goes on. 

4. Holy Father, Holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, Three we name Thee; 
While in essence only One, 

Undivided God we claim Thee; 

And adoring bend the knee, 

While we own the mystery. 

5. Thou art King of glory, Christ: 

Son of God, yet born of Mary; 

For us sinners sacrificed, 

And to death a tributary: 

First to break the bars of death, 

Thou has opened Heaven to faith. 
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6. From Thy high celestial home, 

Judge of all, again returning, 

We believe that Thou shalt come 
In the dreaded doomsday morning; 
When Thy voice shall shake the earth, 
And the startled dead come forth. 

7. Therefore do we pray Thee, Lord: 

Help Thy servants whom, redeeming 
By Thy precious blood out-poured, 

Thou hast saved from Satan’s scheming. 
Give to them eternal rest 
In the glory of the blest. 

8 . Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 

By a thousand snares surrounded: 

Keep us without sin today, 

Never let us be confounded. 

Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 

Never, Lord, abandon me. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Introduction 

The Sunday Gospel passages of the Lectionary follow a three- 
year cycle (A, B, C). In the second year (B), the Gospel of Saint 
Mark is generally read. This semi-continuous reading of 
Matthew during the Sundays of Ordinary Time (Year B) is 
interrupted by the reading of passages from the other Gospels 
(such as John) during the special liturgical seasons of Advent, 
Christmastide, Lent and Easter. Occasionally the Gospel of 
John is read also during the Sundays of Ordinary Time. 

The weekday Gospel passages are so arranged that portions of 
all four Gospels are read each year. Mark is read first (First to 
Ninth Week), then Matthew (Tenth to Twenty-first Week), then 
Luke (Twenty-second to Thirty-fourth Week). Mark chapters 1- 
12 are read in their entirety, with the exception only of the two 
passages of Mark 6 that are read on weekdays in other seasons. 
From Matthew and Fuke the readings comprise all the matters 
not contained in Mark Christ’s eschatological discourse as 
contained in Fuke is read at the end of the liturgical year. 

This continuous reading is often interrupted by the Gospels of 
solemnities and feast days, and during the special liturgical 
seasons. For instance, the Gospel of St John is read throughout 
Easter, and is used during the special liturgical seasons of 
Advent, Christmastide and Fent where appropriate. The first 
reading and psalm of weekdays are arranged in a two-year cycle 
(1 and 2). In this book the first readings and psalms for Year 1 
are cited in the Scripture references listed before the Gospel 
passage. The thoughts on the Gospels in this book are for 
Sundays Year B, and for the weekdays and feast days (and 
some special occasions) throughout the year. 
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Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2327 

Thursday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2338 

Friday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2349 

Saturday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2360 

Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2371 

Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2371 

Monday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2379 

Tuesday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2390 

Wednesday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2400 

Thursday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2412 

Friday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2423 

Saturday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2434 

Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2446 

Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2446 

Monday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2454 

Tuesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2466 

Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2477 

Thursday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2488 

Friday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2499 

Saturday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2510 

Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2518 
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Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2518 

Monday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2525 

Tuesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2537 

Wednesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2548 

Thursday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2556 

Friday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2568 

Saturday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2580 

Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time.2588 

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2588 

Monday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time.2596 

Tuesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time.2607 

Wednesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time.2618 

Thursday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time.2629 

Friday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time.2640 

Saturday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time.2651 

Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2662 

Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2662 

Monday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2670 

Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2676 

Wednesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2683 

Thursday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2689 

Friday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2697 

























36 


Saturday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2702 

Ninteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2709 

Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2709 

Monday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2717 

Tuesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2723 

Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2731 

Thursday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2737 

Friday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2745 

Saturday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time.2753 

Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time.2760 

Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2760 

Monday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time.2768 

Tuesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time.2775 

Wednesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time.2782 

Thursday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time.2790 

Friday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time.2798 

Saturday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time.2805 

Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time.2812 

Twenty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time.2812 

Monday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time.2820 

Tuesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time.2828 

Wednesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time.2836 
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Thursday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time.2843 

Friday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time.2850 

Saturday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time.2858 

Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time.2866 

Twenty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time.2866 

Monday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time.2875 

Tuesday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time.2883 

Wednesday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time... 2891 

Thursday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time.2898 

Friday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time.2906 

Saturday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time.2914 

Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time.2921 

Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time.2921 

Monday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time.2929 

Tuesday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time.2939 

Wednesday of the Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time.2946 

Thursday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time.2953 

Friday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time.2961 

Saturday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time.2968 

Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time.2974 

Twenty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time.2974 

Monday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.2982 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.2990 

Wednesday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time .... 2998 

Thursday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3005 

Friday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3014 

Saturday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3020 

Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time.3027 

Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time.3027 

Monday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time.3035 

Tuesday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time.3042 

Wednesday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time.3048 

Thursday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time.3055 

Friday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time.3062 

Saturday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time.3070 

Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time.3075 

Twenty-sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time.3075 

Monday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time.3083 

Tuesday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time.3090 

Wednesday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time.3097 

Thursday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time.3104 

Friday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time.3111 

Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time.3118 

Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time.3125 
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Twenty-seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time.3125 

Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time.3133 

Tuesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time.3142 

Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time.. 3149 

Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time.3156 

Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time.3164 

Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time.3172 

Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time.3179 

Twenty-eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time.3179 

Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time.3187 

Tuesday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time.3194 

Wednesday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time.... 3200 

Thursday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time.3207 

Friday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time.3214 

Saturday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time.3221 

Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time.3228 

Twenty-ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time.3228 

Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time.3236 

Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time.3243 

Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time.3249 

Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time.3256 

Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time.3263 
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Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time.3270 

ThirtiethWeek of Ordinary Time.3278 

Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time.3278 

Monday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time.3285 

Tuesday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time.3292 

Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time.3298 

Thursday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time.3306 

Friday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time.3313 

Saturday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time.3320 

Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time.3327 

Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time.3327 

Monday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time.3334 

Tuesday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time.3340 

Wednesday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time.3347 

Thursday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time.3354 

Friday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time.3362 

Saturday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time.3369 

Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time.3376 

Thirty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time.3376 

Monday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time.3384 

Tuesday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time.3391 

Wednesday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time.3397 
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Thursday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time.3404 

Friday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time.3411 

Saturday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time.3418 

Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time.3425 

Thirty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time.3425 

Monday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time.3432 

Tuesday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time.3439 

Wednesday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time.3446 

Thursday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time.3455 

Friday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time.3462 

Saturday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time.3469 

Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time.3476 

Thirty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time (Feast of Christ The 

King).3476 

Monday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3483 

Tuesday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3489 

Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3496 

Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3503 

Friday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3511 

Saturday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time.3518 


FEAST DAYS & SOLEMNITIES.3525 
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Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God (Janl).3526 

Feast of the Conversion of St Paul the Apostle (Jan. 25).3534 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (February 2).3549 

Feast of the Chair of the Apostle Peter (February 22).3560 

Feast of St Patrick (March 17).3569 

Solemnity of St Joseph, Husband of Mary (March 19).3578 

Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord (March 25).3589 

Feast of St Mark the Evangelist (April 25).3600 

Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles (May 3).3611 

Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle (May 14).3623 

Feast of Mary Help of Christians (May 24).3632 

Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31) .3646 

Memorial of St Barnabas, Apostle (June 11).3658 

The Birth of St John the Baptist (Vigil Mass) (June 23).3666 

The Solemnity of the Birth of St John the Baptist (June 24).. 3675 

The Vigil Mass of Saint Peter and Saint Paul (June 28).3686 

The Solemnity of Saint Peter and Saint Paul (June 29).3695 

Feast of St Thomas the Apostle (July 3).3708 

Memorial of St. Mary Magdalene (July 22).3719 

Feast of St James the Greater, Apostle (July 25).3726 

Memorial of St Martha (July 29).3739 

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6).3745 
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Feast of St Mary MacKillop (August 8).3753 

Feast of St Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr (August 10).3764 


Vigil of the Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary (August 14) 

.3771 

Feast of the Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15) 


.3779 

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 22) 

Memorial.3788 

Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle (August 24).3796 

The Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist (August 29).3804 

Feast of the nativity of the Bl. Virgin Mary (September 8) ....3812 

Feast of the Triumph of the Cross (September 14).3819 

The Sorrows of Mary (September 15).3827 

St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (September 21).3834 

Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels 

(September 29).3842 

Memorial of the Guardian Angels (October 2).3850 

Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist (October 18).3858 

Feast of St Simon and St Jude, Apostles (October 28).3866 

Solemnity of All Saints (November 1).3873 

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls 
Day) (November 2).3880 
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Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome 

(November 9).3888 

Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle (November 30).3897 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception of The Virgin Mary 

(December 8).3904 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12).3915 

Feast of St Stephen, First Martyr, (December 26).3924 

Feast of St John the Evangelist (December 27).3934 

Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs (December 28).3944 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Sunday 
after Christmas).3954 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS.3966 

Day of the Nation (eg., Australia Day January 26).3967 


Day of the Fallen in Battle (Anzac Day in Australia, April 25) 

.3975 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations (4th Sunday of Eastertide) 


.3983 

World Mission Sunday.3990 

Indigenous People’s Sunday (First Sunday of July).3997 


Refugee-Migrant Sunday (Celebrated in August in Australia) 


4004 
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SEASON 

OF 

ADVENT 
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First Week of Advent 


First Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 1-3 To you, I lift up 
my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be 
put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let 
none who hope in you be put to shame. 

Collect Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the 
resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous 
deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, 
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Psalm 
80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37 
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Jesus said to his disciples, “Be on guard! Be alert! 
You do not know when that time will come. It's like a man 
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 
charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the 
door to keep watch. Therefore keep watch because you do 
not know when the owner of the house will come back — 
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock 
crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him 
find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
‘Watch!’” (Mark 13:33-37) 

Responsibility One of the very great Hollywood 
actors of the second half of the twentieth century was 
Charlton Heston (1923-2008), born John Charles Carter, 
the son of a mill operator. An actor of film, theatre and 
television, he is known for heroic roles in films such as El 
Cid, The Ten Commandments, Planet of the Apes and 
Ben-Hur, for which he won the Academy Award for Best 
Actor. His stage name “Charlton Heston” was drawn from 
his mother's maiden surname (Charlton) and his 
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stepfather's surname (Heston). It was used for his first 
film, Peer Gynt (1941), in which he starred as Peer in a 
silent, student-made, low-budget film version of the play. 
He was a larger-than-life man, and politically involved. I 
mention him because I once watched an interview 
conducted with him on television, and especially remember 
his saying that one of the most notable things about modern 
life is the lack of the acceptance of responsibility for what 
one does. I do not recall exactly what he was referring to, 
but I remember the general point. It is a point that could be 
stressed for all times and places, because it is near to the 
heart of human living. A person who does not understand 
his responsibilities or who, having an idea of them, never 
rises to fulfilling them, is far from being the person he 
should be. He is immature and ill-developed. It is 
precisely the non-acceptance of responsibility that is 
characteristic of the child. No-one is very surprised if a 
child fails to carry through with a “responsibility” that he is 
given, or fails to accept responsibility for what he has done 
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— although he will be corrected for the failure. But it is a 
serious matter if a grown person acts like a child in this 
respect. The non-acceptance of responsibility destroys the 
prospects of growth in man. This is certainly the case in 
our relationship with God. Our Lord makes it clear that 
God will hold us to our responsibilities, which is to say the 
responsibilities that he has given us. He gives us various 
responsibilities, and this he does through a variety of 
means and occasions — for he is the sustaining Creator and 
Lord of the world. Our objective duties, duties that our 
reason and our conscience recognize as being such, are 
ultimately God-given. God will hold us to these 
responsibilities, and it will not do to shirk them. When he 
comes, there will be no avoiding the reckoning. 

Our duty! We must be on guard against whatever 
may distract us from our duty before God, or lead us to 
neglect it. Our Lord says, “ Be on guard! Be alert! You do 
not know when that time will come. It's like a man going 
away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, 



51 


each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to 
keep watch. Therefore keep watch because you do not 
know when the owner of the house will come back — 
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock 
crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him 
find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
‘Watch!’” (Mark 13: 33-37). Our Lord says this to 
“everyone It is an essential feature of the human life, as it 
is of Revealed Religion. Every man and woman, whatever 
be his or her religion (or none), will have to face the 
coming of the “ owner of the house ” who will inevitably 
come, whatever be the hour. Our Lord has given us fair 
warning. At his first coming, God the Son came without 
brilliance. He was born in a manger as the foster-son of a 
humble craftsman. For years at Nazareth he lived in 
obscurity, going here and there like an ordinary working 
man. In his public life he did not seek acclaim. Typically, 
when he came down from the mountain after his 
Transfiguration, Jesus asked his disciples not to tell anyone 
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what they had seen - till after he had risen. But his final 
coming will very different. “Av the lightning from the east 
flashes to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man 
be” (Matthew 24:27). It will be the time of judgment. His 
sovereignty will be manifest. All this reminds us that 
human life is vulnerable and ever liable to end at any point. 
This end of our human life will be marked by the coming 
of the One from whom each human being has received 
various responsibilities. There is the responsibility to be a 
truly good person, the responsibility to meet the obligations 
perceived by one’s conscience, the responsibility to care 
for those entrusted to us, the responsibility to do what we 
can to meet the needs of our neighbour, and above all the 
responsibilities revealed by God, especially through the 
words of his Son our Lord Jesus Christ. 

So we must not, as we say, let the ball drop. We must 
be on guard, alert, ever on the job entrusted to us by our 
Lord and Saviour, the Master who will assuredly come. 
Human life and history is not just a succession of events 



53 


which happen to occur. There is an End point, a Goal. We 
have been told about it. For the individual it is his death 
and then the divine Judgment on how he has met his God- 
given responsibilities. For all of mankind it is the final 
Coming of that Judge, to demand an account of all the 
living and the dead. Then of his Kingdom there will be no 
end. Fet us ensure that we are found by his side when that 
moment and that day comes. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
1731-1738 (Responsibility and imputability) 


Vb»©«dv 
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Second reflection: (Mark 13:33-37) 

Be alert! You do not know when that time will 
come. Today we begin a new twelve month liturgical 
year (Sundays Year B), and it begins with the liturgical 
reliving of the preparation for the coming of the Messiah. 
The Church calls it the special liturgical season of Advent. 
The Christian knows that in Christ is given every heavenly 
blessing and that the Old Testament period was God’s 
preparation of his people for his coming. Part and parcel of 
the mystery of Christ is the divine preparation for his 
coming. Therefore the liturgical year’s celebration of the 
mystery of Christ includes also a liturgical celebration of 
this preparation. By reliving the sentiments God instilled 
in his people prior to the coming of the Messiah (Isaiah 
63:16-17.19; 64:2-7) we shall be more disposed to receive 
Christ when he comes to us again, now in our everyday life 
and especially at the end. The attitude and posture which 
the Church invites us to make our own today is that 
contained in today’s Gospel passage (Mark 13:33-37). We 
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are to stay awake, Our Lord tells us, because we never 
know when the time will come. What does this mean, in 
concrete terms? Our Lord provides us with a simile. “It is 
like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and 
left his servants in charge, each with his own task” So 
being ready for the coming of the Master means working at 
the task he has given us to do, whatever that may be — 
seemingly unimportant perhaps. It means trying to do the 
best we can with the task the Master has given us to do, 
however unnoticed it may be before the gaze of men. 
Were the Master to arrive suddenly, he will find us diligent 
at his work. “He must not find you asleep .” 

The greatest task ahead of each person is his own 
sanctification. As St Paul writes in one of his letters, “This 
is the will of God: your sanctification .” Christ must not 
find us asleep at the wheel. So then, now I begin! 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35:4 Hear the word 
of the Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: 
Behold, our Saviour will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, as we 
await the advent of Christ your Son, so that, when he 
comes and knocks, he may find us watchful in prayer and 
exultant in his praise. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 121; Matthew 8:5-11 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion 
came to him, asking for help. Lord, he said, my servant 
lies at home paralysed and in terrible suffering. Jesus said 
to him, I will go and heal him. The centurion replied, 
Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 
But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I 
myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. 
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I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and 
he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it. 
When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those 
following him, I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone 
in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will 
come from the east and the west, and will take their places 
at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven. (Matthew 8: 5-11) 

The Centurion’s Prayer Polybius (about 200-118 
BC) was a Greek historian of the Hellenistic Period noted 
for his work, The Histories, which covered the period of 
220-146 BC in detail. The work describes in part the rise 
of the Roman Republic, its gradual domination of Greece 
and especially its defeat of Hannibal. The sixth section of 
Book VI of The Histories is on the Roman military system, 
and in number 24 he writes the following description of the 
centurions: “From each of the classes except the youngest 

they elect ten centurions according to merit, . They wish 

the centurions not so much to be venturesome and 
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daredevil as to be natural leaders, of a steady and sedate 
spirit. They do not desire them so much to be men who will 
initiate attacks and open the battle, but men who will hold 
their ground when worsted and hard-pressed and be ready 
to die at their posts.” The main points are that the centurion 
is a man of merit, a natural leader, having strength of mind, 
steady when in adversity and ready to die at the post if 
necessary. It is interesting that the centurions mentioned in 
the New Testament are spoken of in terms of praise, 
whether in the Gospels or in the Acts. In the account of 
Christ’s death, Mark refers to the centurion who was 
present. “When the centurion, who stood facing him, saw 
that he thus breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was 
a son of God 7” (15:39). Luke’s account (23:47) also 
mentions the centurion, and his report is: “when the 
centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, and 
said, “Certainly this man was innocent /” In the Acts of the 
Apostles (10:1-2), we read that “At Caesarea there was a 
man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as 
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the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout 
and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and 
prayed to God regularly .” Later, Simon Peter said, “/ truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him ” (10:34-35). In Acts 27: 1-3, we read 
that “When it was decided that we were to sail for Italy, 
they transferred Paul and some other prisoners to a 
centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named Julius .... and 
Julius treated Paul kindly, and allowed him to go to his 
friends to be cared for.” Later Julius protected him 
(27:43). 

I mention the favourable portrayal of centurions in the 
New Testament in order to provide a context for the 
introduction of our centurion in today’s Gospel (Matthew 
8:5-11). In Matthew’s account, which is our text for today, 
“When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to 
him, asking for help. Lord, he said, my servant lies at 
home paralysed and in terrible suffering ” (Matthew 8: 5). 
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In Luke, our Lord “ entered Capernaum. A centurion there 
had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and 
close to death ” (7:1-2). We learn from Luke that the 
centurion came to Jesus (as in Matthew) in the sense that 
he sent “ some Jewish elders to him, asking that he come 
and heal his slave ” (Luke 7:3). The Jewish elders tell our 
Lord that “ He is worthy of having you do this for him, for 
he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue 
for us” (Luke 7: 4). This detail is missing in Matthew. 
Luke, generally understood to be a Gentile convert, was 
perhaps especially interested in the centurion and took care 
to record more details of him and of the incident than did 
Matthew. In Matthew, as soon as our Lord is requested by 
the centurion and told of the servant’s condition, he says “/ 
will come and cure him.” In Luke, as soon as the Jewish 
emissaries make their request of Jesus, our Lord “ went with 
them.” In both Matthew and Luke, the words of the 
centurion are remarkable. In Matthew (our text today), 
when our Lord announces his intention of coming, the 
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centurion responded “Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant 
will be healed .” The centurion had a most impressive 
religious faith in the goodness and power of Jesus. Indeed, 
Christ himself was amazed, and placed it above what he 
had encountered among the children of Israel. In Luke, the 
account of the centurion’s words and of Christ’s praise for 
him is virtually the same. According to Jesus Christ, then, 
the prayer of the centurion was a superb prayer of faith. It 
was manifestly humble and believing. To be noted is how 
the centurion addressed our Lord: he is kurie (Lord — O 
Lord), which is “sir” in the sense of “Master” or “Sire.” It 
denotes authority and high position. 

The Church has taken the centurion’s words to Jesus 
Christ and has canonized them for use in the celebration of 
Holy Mass. When the priest holds up before the 
congregation the Eucharistic Jesus, he asks them to behold 
the Lamb of God. The congregation makes its own the 
words of the centurion: “Lord I am not worthy to have you 
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enter under my roof. But only say the word, and my soul 
will be healed.” It is a magnificent prayer, and we ought to 
use it frequently, making what spiritual masters call 
“spiritual communions” with Jesus Christ. Let us do this 
often. May our faith be like that of our excellent centurion, 
who assuredly is now with Christ in heaven. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 8:5-11) 

The Gift of Faith Much that we have been given 
we simply take for granted. Across the pages of the Gospel 
we see Our Lord looking for faith, extolling it, and 
condemning the lack of it. The implication is that there is 
every reason why we ought be growing in our faith, and 
that if we have little of it, God will hold us accountable. 
Consider today’s Gospel passage (Matthew 8:5-11). The 
centurion gives expression to the faith in our Lord that he 
has, and for his part our Lord praises the degree of faith he 
has. “/ tell you solemnly,” our Lord says to those 
following him, “ nowhere in Israel have I found faith like 
this.” Our Lord goes on to intimate that in the life of faith, 
many coming from outside will put those within the 
household of God to shame: “/ tell you that many will come 
from east and west to take their places with Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob at the feast in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Let us turn to ourselves — we of the family of God have 
been given the great gift of faith. It is a gift of the Holy 
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Spirit given to us at our baptism, disposing us to entrust 
ourselves to the God who has revealed himself and to 
accept his revelation where it is to be found — in the 
Church — precisely because it comes from him. This gift 
of faith which is the foundation of our Christian life is a 
great personal responsibility. We are responsible for our 
life of faith and its growth in our souls. It is by means of 
faith that we are able to know and cleave to Christ as God, 
and to make his teaching the foundation of our daily lives. 

Let us then never entertain any thought that could 
place this gift in danger. Let us be on guard against 
dangers to faith, and dangers there are aplenty in a society 
and culture which regards “faith” as unworthy of an 
educated and thinking person. Let us be grateful to God 
that he has chosen to endow us with this gift, and let us be 
determined to nourish it unto holiness. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14:5, 7 Behold, the Lord 
will come, and all his holy ones with him; and on that day 
there will be a great light. 

Collect Look with favour, Lord God, on our petitions, 
and in our trials grant us your compassionate help, that, 
consoled by the presence of your Son, whose coming we 
now await, we may be tainted no longer by the corruption 
of former ways. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 11:1-10; Ps. 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13,17; 

Luke 10:21-24 

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, 
I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, 
and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this 
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was your good pleasure. All things have been committed 
to me by my Father. No-one knows who the Son is except 
the Father, and no-one knows who the Father is except the 
Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, Blessed 
are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that many 
prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. (Luke 
10:21-24) 

Jesus Christ It is well known that all through history 
numerous persons have had delusions of grandeur. Some 
such persons can be simply ridiculous in their claims, if 
only because the contrast between their claims and their 
manifest lack of position, influence and endowments is 
seen by all. Others have obvious psychiatric disorders and 
their delusions are manifestly nothing more than a function 
of those disorders. With others, the case is more serious: 
they have their profound delusions but they are persons of 
enormous talent. Further, they come to command 
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influence and resources sufficient to impose their 
perspective on their own society, nation, and to a point, on 
the world. Alexander the Great, a young prodigy whose 
gifts in the area of military leadership may never be 
equalled, ended by regarding himself as quasi-divine — as 
did many other personalities of the ancient world. Pity 
help any who opposed Alexander! He brought mayhem, 
fire and sword wherever he saw the carrot ahead. If 
Napoleon Bonaparte had been content with his coronation 
as Emperor (crowning himself in the presence of Pius VII!) 
and then concentrated on peace and prosperity for France 
and Europe, all would have been well. But of course, he 
had enormous delusions of grandeur. The result was 
something close to a world war for several years. Untold 
lives were lost because of his delusions and enormous 
talent. The only thing that the allied powers could do at the 
end, short of having him shot, was to confine him under 
guard out in the middle of the sea on the remote island of 
St Helena. There he died from his stomach cancer, still 
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subject to his delusions of grandeur. There has been Adolf 
Hitler. There has been Joseph Stalin. Some such persons 
(such as Napoleon) have brought elements of good amid 
their waves of havoc, while others have become icons of 
evil from whom history learns its lessons. But a very 
common element has been the delusion of personal 
grandeur. But ah! We have a true ideal of greatness! It is 
Mary the mother of Jesus. She proclaims that “My soul 
magnifies the Lord”. She proclaims that God alone is 
great, great beyond all compare. I am lowly — for he has 
“looked upon the lowliness of his handmaid ” (Luke 1:48). 

One of the many distinguishing features of Jesus Christ is 
his profound humility. He allowed himself to be reviled 
and scorned, rejected and, we might say, beaten almost to a 
pulp. Not a bone of his was broken, as the Scriptures 
predicted — for he was God’s Paschal Lamb — but the 
indignities and injuries heaped on him were beyond 
calculation. His sufferings were inflicted on him by his 
own creatures, and this he humbly accepted in order to 
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atone for the sin of the world. If you look carefully at the 
figure of Jesus Christ, humility was one of his most striking 
features. Such a path was beyond the imaginings of the 
world’s leaders of thought and religious endeavour. Could 
such a course of choice have occurred to Plato or Aristotle? 
Could it have occurred to Zarathustra or to Mahomet? 
Scarcely! It was the divine plan, hidden from the 
perceptions of man, revealed in fits and starts in the 
Inspired Writings of God’s chosen people, and coming into 
full view in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth. With good 
reason our Lord said, “ Come to me all you who labour and 
are overburdened, and I will give you rest...Take my yoke, 
and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.” Jlumility is a 
distinguishing feature of the path of Jesus Christ and those 
who take up the call to follow him. At the same time, no- 
one made such audacious claims as he. No prophet dared 
— it did not occur to them — to claim to be what Jesus 
Christ claimed to be. He went to his death not only 
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claiming to be the Messiah, but to be the very Son of God. 
When Pilate was told by the shouting, befuddled crowd, 
urged on by the jealous Temple aristocracy, that Jesus 
claimed to be the Son of God and so deserving of death, he 
was afraid. He may have feared the offended religious 
sentiment of the crowd before him, but he may also have 
feared laying a hand on Someone altogether supernaturally 
special. Pilate was an officer of the Empire which prided 
itself on being (as it conceived it) “religious.” Its citizens 
honoured the gods — and was there one such before him? 
But soon, what might have been a better instinct gave way 
before the pressure of the mob. The manifest grandeur of 
Christ was set well aside. We, though, ought be constantly 
alive to the unsurpassed greatness of this Man of the ages. 

In our Gospel today (Luke 10:21-24) our Lord invites 
his disciples to be alive to this. Jesus Christ, man and God, 
is the Redeemer of the world, the Lord of lords, and the 
only way to the Lather. “A// things have been committed to 
me by my Father. No-one knows who the Son is except the 
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Father, and no-one knows who the Father is except the Son 
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Then he 
turned to his disciples and said privately, Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that many 
prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear if’. Let 
us take his words deeply to heart! 


Second reflection: (Luke 10: 21-24) 

Christ Much of the history of civilization can be 
understood in terms of the influence of great minds. 
Consider the extent of influence maintained by the great 
religions of the world: Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Confucianism, and others. They arose in response to the 
teachings of their great founders: Mahomet, Buddha, 
Confucius, and others besides. Consider the great 
philosophical currents that have shaped the culture of the 
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West, and through the West other cultures of the world. 
These philosophical currents arose because of the work and 
the teaching of powerful philosophical minds: Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle, up to and into the modern period with the 
likes of Descartes, Hegel, Marx and many others. They 
were great minds and had great influence. But consider 
this too: So many of them were so very wrong and wildly 
astray of the truth — if we take as our yardstick (as we 
must) the truth that God has revealed in Christ. Our Lord, 
in today’s Gospel (Luke 10:21-24), rejoices in the Holy 
Spirit and praises his heavenly Father for “hiding these 
things from the learned and the clever and revealing them 
to mere children. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased 
you to do.” That is to say, a wonderful divine wisdom and 
knowledge of the things of God is available to the humblest 
and lowliest of persons who receive in faith the revelation 
of Christ. In Christ, St Paul tells us, we receive every 
heavenly blessing, especially the blessing of light and 
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grace and wisdom, that that can take us on to holiness of 
life, union with God and everlasting happiness in heaven. 

It is this light, the light of Christian faith and divine 
revelation, which the most ordinary of Christ’s faithful has 
the mission not only to live according to in his everyday 
life with the aid of grace, but to bring to the world about 
him in order that the world might be filled with the saving 
light of Christ. Every member of the Church is called to be 
apostolic, and being apostolic means bringing the doctrine 
of Christ to others. Let us praise our heavenly Father in 
union with Christ for revealing these things to us and 
entrusting us with the light that comes from above. 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hb 2:3; 1 Cor 4:5 The Lord will 
come and he will not delay. He will illumine what is 
hidden in darkness and reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Prepare our hearts, we pray, O Lord our God, by 
your divine power, so that at the coming of Christ your Son 
we may be found worthy of the banquet of eternal life and 
merit to receive heavenly nourishment from his hands. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalm 23:l-3a, 3b-4, 5,6; 

Matthew 15: 29-37 

Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. 
Then he went up on a mountainside and sat down. Great 
crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the 
crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his 
feet; and he healed them. The people were amazed when 
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they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the 
lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the 
God of Israel. Jesus called his disciples to him and said, I 
have compassion for these people; they have already been 
with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want 
to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the 
way. His disciples answered, Where could we get enough 
bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd? How 
many loaves do you have? Jesus asked. Seven, they 
replied, and a few small fish. He told the crowd to sit 
down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and 
the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and 
gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the people. 
They all ate and were satisfied. Afterwards the disciples 
picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. (Matthew 15:29-37) 

God of Love I remember once being attacked by 
two small birds — they were sparrows. I wondered what 
was going on. Then I noticed that nearby a third bird was 
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making its first attempts at flying. I realized that the two 
other birds were probably its parents, and they were, by 
instinct, guarding the young bird’s attempts from any 
predator. They were reflecting the protective love of the 
Creator of all, that love that had placed in the nature of 
living creatures the impulse that was a reflection of his own 
life. I remember in one wild-life documentary a small lion 
cub was making its first exploration a little way from its 
lair, and the mother lioness was a little distance from the 
entrance. Suddenly there swooped from above a large 
eagle to take the cub, and instantly the lioness charged the 
eagle, saving the cub in the nick of time. Again, the 
instinctive protectiveness of the lioness reflected the life of 
its Creator. Normally, this is the first experience, surely, of 
most animals. It sees the light of day in the presence of 
care and protection, as shown by its mother. The mother 
cannot do anything else, for it is ruled by its instinct, but 
this general law of protective attention enfolding these first 
experiences must be of fundamental importance in the 



77 


entire animal kingdom. The animal begins its existence in 
an atmosphere of care and (unthinking) consideration. Of 
far greater significance is the fact that man’s first 
experience after birth is (generally) the face of love of the 
mother, where, we may say, the I encounters for the first 
time the Thou, and the Thou smiles in love and sustenance. 
It hardly needs to be said that the child’s entire life will be 
different if there is no such encounter with love at birth and 
in the first phase of life. Imagine the love that met the 
Christ-child at Bethlehem as he gazed upon his holy 
mother — who had been kept sinless from her conception. 

But for many young ones, the initial encounter with 
care and sustenance is not necessarily what continues to be 
encountered. The lion cub, surrounded initially by the 
protection of its mother-lioness, is in mortal danger once it 
steps beyond that care. The human child will inevitably 
meet a lot of indifference and perhaps cruelty during life. 
The deeper question naturally arises in the heart of man: 
From whence does such a cruel world come? The world, 
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including myself, need not exist and yet it does. Almost 
universally, man divines that there is a supernatural realm 
with higher powers on whom he depends, and to whom he 
must turn if he is to survive and flourish. If there is war, he 
must turn to the god of war. What are the higher 
supernatural powers like? Are they good, moral, kind and 
helpful? Well, the evidence of the religions of man would 
suggest that they are not particularly so. Many of the gods 
are rather miserable in moral qualities. All this is to say 
that in real life, as we might put it, it is not at all clear to 
man what “God” is like. He certainly cannot assume that 
“God” or the gods or Fate or whatever it is that constitutes 
ultimate reality likes him very much. Here it is that 
historical revelation comes into its own. The true God has 
revealed himself to man — he revealed himself 
progressively to his chosen people through the prophets, 
and what became progressively clear is that the one God of 
all is rich in love and compassion. He is almighty and he is 
merciful. All of this brings us to our Gospel today in 
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which the Son of God shows that he has a heart of 
compassion for those in need. “ Jesus called his disciples 
to him and said, I have compassion for these people; they 
have already been with me three days and have nothing to 
eat. I do not want to send them away hungry The all- 
merciful Christ is the image of the unseen God. 

He who sees me sees the Father , our Lord would tell 
his disciples. In our Gospel scene today (Matthew 15:29- 
37), “ Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the 
blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid 
them at his feet; and he healed them.” In Jesus Christ is to 
be found every heavenly blessing. If there is anything man 
and the world needs it is love — and this is precisely what 
the great God revealed himself to be. God is love, as St 
John writes in his Letter. This is the Good News for which 
man hungers, if only he will recognize it. God is the 
answer to man’s need, the one for whom he longs. 







80 


Thursday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118):151-152 You, O 
Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I 
have known of your decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to our help 
with mighty strength, that what our sins impede the grace 
of your mercy may hasten. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 

25-27a; Matthew 7: 21, 24-27 

Jesus said, Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. Therefore everyone 
who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
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beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had 
its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell with a great crash. (Matthew 
7:21, 24-27) 

Perseverance A young student has just finished his 
Honours degree and has qualified for entry as a candidate 
in a doctoral program. He has identified his area of interest 
and has presented his research proposal. It is accepted, and 
he begins his work with enthusiasm. He works on his data, 
reads around his chosen field and takes his notes. The 
weeks pass as do the months and he sees his very busy 
supervisor. But he can’t seem to make easy progress. 
Despite his success during his first degree, writing is not 
coming easily. He suffers blanks and impasses. His 
supervisor is harassed with his own work, has to keep up 
his own research and writing of publishable articles, has 
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other doctoral candidates, and is loaded by his department 
with the teaching of new fields in his subject. In fact, his 
supervisor finds the business of research students a 
nuisance and proves not to be all that helpful. And so it 
goes on, and our young doctoral student gradually runs 
aground, making little or no progress, becoming depressed, 
losing interest, and finally giving up. The difficulties have 
defeated him. Any number of examples could be given of 
giving up the struggle when under sustained pressure. Of 
course, in many instances in life the difficulties are indeed 
insuperable and are a signal that a different course ought be 
pursued. My point here, though, is that generally a truly 
worthwhile goal will be difficult to attain. This means that 
any prospect of success will involve grappling with serious 
difficulties. It is critical, then, that one be so readied as to 
meet and sustain them. One must at least sit down and 
count the cost, including whether one has the personal fibre 
to meet it. This applies to career hopes, to the 
establishment of a marriage and family, to large scale 
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social objectives and to national aims. It is a fact of 
ordinary experience that to do worthwhile things can 
involve torrid, consuming, draining, even destroying work. 
The greatest work ever undertaken in the history of the 
world was the redemption of the human race from the 
inexorable, indomitable scourge of sin. It was a work the 
like of which nothing can compare, and it involved 
unsurpassable difficulty for mere man. The One sent to 
undertake it embraced its incalculable difficulty, for this 
course of difficulty unto death was itself the path to glory 
for us all. 

Every man and woman has a work in life of 
exceptional importance — though its importance may not 
be readily perceived. So important is it that its 
ramifications are eternal. The business of life is, more than 
anything else, to become united to God. The greatest 
obstacle to this is sin, and every man and woman is born 
into the world afflicted with sin. It is an inherited 
affliction, like something passed on in one’s chromosomes. 
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It has its origin in the first man and woman so long ago — 
they sinned, deliberately rebelling against the expressed 
will of the Creator. They fell from their wonderful state of 
nature and grace, and found themselves under the power of 
the sin they had welcomed — and we all are born into this 
predicament. Sin is our pre-eminent difficulty, and it is a 
difficulty which simply must be overcome if we are to 
attain our true goal of union with God. The overcoming of 
it will involve enormous difficulty, but the difficulty must 
be met and overcome day by day to the very end. It is not 
to be a sombre business, rather it is to be the great sport of 
life carried on with chivalrous gallantry. The rain will 
come, the floods will sweep down, the winds will beat 
against the house, but it must be made to stand. It must not 
fall. How, then, to do this? Our Lord gives us the great 
key: we must hear the word of Jesus Christ and put it into 
practice. Yea, verily yea! to use the words repeated in The 
Court Jester movie of years ago. Blessed Edith Stein 
(1891-1942) wrote years ago that “During our spiritual 
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childhood, when we have just begun to let ourselves be led 
by God, we feel his strong and firm hand guiding us. We 
see in an obvious way what we must do and what we must 
not do. But it will not always be like that. The person who 
belongs to Christ must live Christ’s whole life. That 
person must ... one day must start out on the way of the 
cross. ... That is why, even ... in the midst of the darkest 
night, ‘thy will be done.’” The essential thing, then, is to 
be clear about the key to it, and our Lord makes this clear 
in our Gospel today: “Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on rock. The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock” (Matthew 7:21, 24-27). 

Let us every day set out in the company of the Strong 
One, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, our Brother and our God. 
If we are united to him, who can overcome us? As St Paul 
writes, “neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
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creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). Whatever 
we do about difficulties in temporal goals, difficulties must 
not be allowed to deflect us from our eternal goals. Our 
daily goal ought be union with God in Jesus Christ, 
whatever be the cost. So then, now I begin! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 7:21.24-27) 

Great Desires It is absolutely essential to have 
hopes and dreams of serving and loving Our Lord 
faithfully and generously if ever we are to make progress in 
the spiritual life. We have to want it first, if we are to 
attain holiness at all, and very many people simply do not 
want it. Many have no interest in the Person of Christ, 
except in a vague way that amounts to a pointless curiosity. 
We must cultivate great desires, and we do it by prayer, 
meditation and real self discipline. St Thomas Aquinas is 
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said to have been asked by his sister how one becomes a 
saint. He is reputed to have replied, ‘Just want it!’ He 
meant that the saint really wants to be holy, but the proof 
of his desire is what he does about it. We must not fool 
ourselves. The desire must lead to action. It is deeds, it is 
actual work, that defines and manifests a person’s real 
intent. Our Lord in today’s Gospel (Matthew 7:21.24-27) 
tells us that “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven.” So, then, each day let 
us concentrate on getting down to it. Perhaps we see that 
we have not really begun a life of mortification in imitation 
of Christ. Well, today — not tomorrow, but today — let us 
get down to it and actually work on mortification, doing 
something concrete about it. We see that when it comes to 
our daily responsibilities and work we are somewhat 
remiss. Well, begin now, taking on the unpleasant aspects 
of daily work promptly and perseveringly. What God 
wants above all is action when it comes to the fulfilling of 
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his will — whatever that may mean in our particular 
situation. At the end of the day before retiring to bed, let 
us examine our conscience not only in general, but in the 
particular area of struggle we recognize is ours. 

It is not enough to like the thought of holiness of life, 
to dream about it, or vaguely to hope for it. We must get 
down to it and actually do the will of God, which is usually 
a matter of fulfilling a very ordinary range of daily duties 
for others (and for ourselves). But we must learn to do 
them really well, and for love of God. In all of this we 
have a great example: the Holy Family during all those 
years at Nazareth. So, now I begin! 
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Friday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come 
descending with splendour to visit his people with peace, 
and he will bestow on them eternal life. 

Collect Stir up your power, we pray, O Lord, and come, 
that with you to protect us, we may find rescue from the 
pressing dangers of our sins, and with you to set us free, we 
may be found worthy of salvation. Who live and reign 
with God the Lather in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalm 147:1-6; 

Matthew 9:27-31 

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed 
him, calling out, Have mercy on us, Son of David! When 
he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he 
asked them, Do you believe that I am able to do this? Yes, 
Lord, they replied. Then he touched their eyes and said, 
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According to your faith will it be done to you; and their 
sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, See that 
no-one knows about this. But they went out and spread the 
news about him all over that region. (Matthew 9:27-31) 

The Redeemer At the Last Supper our Lord said to 
his disciples that “he who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, 
because I go to the Father” (John 14:12). Nevertheless, it 
is hard to think of anyone who has performed greater and 
more numerous miracles than did our Lord himself. The 
greatest miracle among them was his own resurrection. 
This he predicted, stating that his resurrection would occur 
on the third day — and that he himself would effect it. 
“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life, that I may take it up again ... I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again” (John 10:17- 
18). This alone was unique in history. For all Moses’ 
miracles (the Ten Plagues, the Exodus and the Crossing), at 
the end of it all he lay in an unknown location somewhere 
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near Mt Nebo, dead and buried. In terms of miracles, there 
was nothing that Jesus Christ could not do — short of 
something unworthy. As a matter of fact, the Gospels 
suggest that in his brief span of public activity, he was 
beginning to gain an international reputation. Word of him 
was spilling over beyond the borders of his nation and 
people were crossing over into Galilee and Judea to get to 
him. In Matthew 4:24 we read that “his fame spread 
throughout all Syria,” and in the next verse we read that 
“Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, 
Judea, and from across the Jordan followed him.” This, 
then, included Syria, the Decapolis and across the Jordan. 
In Mark 3: 8 we read that they came also from “Idumea, 
and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and 
Sidon.” We read in Mark 5: 20 that the cured demoniac 
“went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much 
Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.” 
The Decapolis — the region of the Ten Cities — was 
pagan territory. It is to be said that geographers generally 
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agree that Scythopolis was the chief of these cities, and 
was the only one of them west of the Jordan. The others 
(to the east) were Hippos, Gadara, Dion, Pelea, Gerasa, 
Philadelphia, and Raphana, and the other two were either 
Kanatha and Capitolias, or Damascus and Otopos. But 
these cities were inhabited chiefly by foreigners (i.e., 
“Greeks”). 

This was not something Christ wanted. People were 
getting the wrong idea. A lot of people were coming to 
him from all quarters wanting physical relief and nothing 
else. This was the “redemption” they were seeking, 
together with a political and economic liberation. That 
they wanted economic prosperity from him is clear from 
the sixth chapter of St John, when people pursued him 
because of the food he had given them the day before (John 
6:26). This was the “good news” that was getting around 
everywhere, and our Lord wanted to put a stop to it. The 
“Good News” of Jesus Christ was far greater than this, and 
it would indeed be meant for the whole world. After his 
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resurrection Christ would launch an international operation 
aimed at the conquest of the world. It was meant to be 
conducted till the end of time, when he would come again. 
Just before his ascension he told his disciples to go to the 
whole world and make disciples of all the nations. He 
intended that all the nations seek him out, come to know 
him, love him and serve him. He would be the Lord of 
lords and the King of kings, and his Kingdom would 
triumph in endless glory. But by then the real point would 
be clear, for the Holy Spirit would abide in the Church to 
guide it in its teaching and mission. The real point was 
that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world not merely 
from this or that physical difficulty, but above all from its 
sin. The numerous miracles our Lord did were to get the 
true idea across, that even in so massive an undertaking as 
freeing the world from sin , Jesus Christ could and would 
do it. There was nothing he could not do, and he had come 
to do the most stupendous thing of all. So it is that in our 
Gospel passage today (Matthew 9:27-31) our Lord seems, 
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if anything, just a little reluctant to heal the two blind men. 
At least he did not take the initiative: the two blind men 
called out to him, and had to follow him indoors to present 
their request. He healed them, but then “warned them 
sternly, See that no-one knows about this.” Despite this, we 
read that “they went out and spread the news about him all 
over that region.” The “news” they spread was not really 
the “good news” that our Lord intended people to know 
about him. He is the Saviour from sin. 

Let us take our stand by the side of the Saviour, 
knowing that he is our Friend. He knows all our needs, and 
he does encourage us to present them all before him in 
faith and with respectful persistence. But it must all be 
based on a proper understanding of his true mission. Jesus 
Christ wants to save us above all from our most profound 
affliction, the one that is the root of all our afflictions. That 
affliction is the mighty scourge of sin. Let us, with his love 
and grace, put our shoulder to the wheel and renounce sin. 
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Let us make his love the fire of our life. It is his love that 
will sanctify us and take us to be with him forever. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 9:27-31) 

Blindness There have been several notable cases in 
history of members of the Church who had the light of 
Catholic faith and who went on to utterly reject it in favour 
of what the Church then pronounced to be a heresy. 
Within this new position they felt increasingly self-assured. 
One thinks of Arius in the early Church, or more recent 
personages. Some went on to forms of agnosticism or 
atheism. While the status of these persons is of course 
controverted, there is no controversy about it for the 
Catholic — they passed from the light of truth to error. 
But the point to be noticed here is that they were utterly 
convinced of the rightness of their step and of their 
ultimate position. They were sincere — so it seems. So 
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what is to be made of it? In the mind of the Church, this is 
what is to be made of it: in this or that respect they had 
passed from spiritual sight to spiritual blindness. The sad 
thing about this situation is that a person suffering from 
blindness might not appeal to God for sight. He might not 
appeal to God for sight because he thinks he sees. He 
thinks he is in the light. Now, generally in the plan of God 
it is when we ask that we shall receive. In our Gospel “as 
Jesus went on his way two blind men followed him 
shouting, ‘Take pity on us, Son of David!”'’ They pursued 
Jesus asking him for the gift of sight because they knew all 
too well that they lacked it. They were blind but of course 
they knew it and they had faith in the goodness and power 
of Christ. If they had not been aware of this and so had 
failed to follow Jesus asking for the gift of sight, Our Lord 
may have passed them by. If so, they would have been left 
in their blindness. And such, we have to say, has probably 
been the case with various persons in the past: they were 
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left in their blindness because they did not recognize their 
true condition. 

The Gospel scene of today (Matthew 9:27-31) has a 
most important lesson for us. Small infidelities — going 
deliberately against the light and against our conscience in 
little ways — can lead to a gradual loss of spiritual sight 
unless we repent. That is why we ought be careful to 
recognize daily our deliberate venial sins and repent of 
them. We ought strive to be faithful to the light we have 
been given, and more light will then be given. Let us then 
love the truth of God and live according to it in the little 
duties of everyday life. Let us be on guard against the 
onset of spiritual blindness — which is brought on by 
acting against the light in little unrepented ways. Let us 
continually be like the blind men, asking Our Lord that we 
may see. 
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Saturday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79):4, 2 Come and show us 
your face, O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, and 
we will be saved. 

Collect O God, who sent your Only Begotten Son into 
this world to free the human race from its ancient 
enslavement, bestow on those who devoutly await him the 
grace of your compassion from on high, that we may attain 
the prize of true freedom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 30:19-21.23-26; Psalm 147:1-2, 

3-4, 5-6; Matthew 9: 35-10:1.6-8 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When 
he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 
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they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease 
and sickness. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you 
go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, 
freely give. (Matthew 9:35-10:1.6-8) 

The Kingdom It is very striking how prominently 
the idea of the “Kingdom” features in the preaching and 
teaching of Jesus of Nazareth, especially as reported in the 
three Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke. In the 
Gospel of St Matthew, the expression used is generally 
“kingdom of heaven” or the simple word “kingdom” — 
each appears some twenty times. Occasionally it is “the 
kingdom of God” or “the kingdom of their Father.” In the 
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Gospel of St Mark, Christ refers to the Kingdom close to 
some twenty times. It is usually “the kingdom of God,” 
though it is at times just “the kingdom” or “my kingdom.” 
In Luke, there are over twenty references to “the kingdom 
of God” and about a dozen references to “the kingdom.” In 
the Gospel of St John, the expression appears far less — 
some five times, and as “the kingdom” or “my kingdom.” 
I wonder whether this is because the Gospel of St John was 
written or appeared later than the others, perhaps reflecting 
less usage of the expression in the Church’s preaching and 
discourse at that later stage. In the Acts of the Apostles, 
the other inspired work which Luke authored, “the 
kingdom” appears some seven times, and “the kingdom of 
God” once. The word appears several times in St Paul’s 
letters, a few times in some other Letters and several times 
in the book of Revelation. It is the favoured term of our 
Lord’s preaching on all that God, in him who is his Son, 
would do for man. While “kingdom” is the word which 
translates the Greek, the sense of it is conveyed by “rule” 
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or “dominion.” Pope Benedict XVI in his book Jesus of 
Nazareth (Vol I, ch.3), says there are “three dimensions” to 
the Church Fathers’ interpretation of the term “Kingdom of 
God”. The first, which comes from Origen, is that Jesus is 
himself the Kingdom in Person. The second “sees man's 
interiority as the essential location of the Kingdom.” This 
second dimension also comes from Origen. “The third 
dimension of the interpretation of the Kingdom of God we 
could call the ecclesiastical: the Kingdom of God and the 
Church are related in different ways and brought into more 
or less close proximity.” This meaning conveys the truth 
that the Church is the locale, the bearer, the presence of the 
Kingdom of God in history. It is by means of the Church 
that one may enter the Kingdom. 

Fundamentally, Jesus Christ himself is the fulness of 
the Kingdom of God. St Paul writes that in Christ “dwells 
the fullness of the godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9), and a 
little earlier in the same Letter, that “God was pleased to 
have all his fullness dwell in him” (1:19). This means that 
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by entering into union with Jesus Christ we enter the 
dominion of God in its fullness, for this is present in his 
Person. But of course, where is Jesus Christ? We do not 
see him. Jle is God-with-us, but where? flow can he be 
approached, and from where can we receive his blessings? 
Jle is present in his body the Church, of which he is the 
Head. He is the great Reality within and constituting the 
Church, and without him the Church would be nothing of 
substance — a mere society of individuals united by a 
similar idea. But the Church is not merely this. The 
Church is pre-eminently Jesus Christ and he is what makes 
the Church undyingly holy, despite the profound frailty and 
sins of her members. He is the supremely holy Reality in 
the Church, and it is he who imparts holiness to the 
Church’s members when they receive the Sacraments and 
hear his word. He endows the Church’s members with his 
grace and sanctifies them. It is for this reason that St Paul 
addresses those to whom he writes as “the saints.” They 
are in union with the Holy One, Jesus Christ the Church’s 
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Head. By their union with him they abide in the dominion 
of God, his Kingdom. It is this which makes them holy, 
and how tragic it is if they fall away from this state of 
grace and fail to repent! The hinge of it all is Jesus Christ 
and union with him. St Paul tells us that God has “blessed 
us in Christ with every heavenly blessing in the heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 1: 3). This is why our Lord, risen from 
the dead and about to ascend to his heavenly Father, 
commissioned his disciples to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations. Being a disciple of Jesus 
Christ within his Body the Church is the means of entry 
into the Kingdom, because the Kingdom or Dominion of 
God resides in his Person. All of this, seminally and still to 
be explained more copiously, was what our Lord was 
inaugurating in his preaching and teaching on “the 
Kingdom.” It is this which is being described in our 
Gospel today (Matthew 9:35-10:1.6-8). 

One of the most famous manuals of spirituality is The 
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. It consists of numerous 
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spiritual exercises of contemplating the Person of Jesus 
Christ, praying before him, and resolving on a plan to 
follow him as totally as possible. One of the most 
fundamental of these Meditations is the Reign of Jesus 
Christ. Doubtless St Ignatius was influenced by the exalted 
position of the kingships of his day, but the centrality of the 
Kingship of Jesus Christ is profoundly scriptural, as we see 
in today’s Gospel. Christ preached the Kingdom, of which 
he was and is the eternal King. Let us take our stand by 
him and give all our love and energies to the triumph of his 
Kingdom, both in ourselves and in the world. 


Second reflection: (Isaiah 30: 19-21.23-26) 

The Kingdom In today’s first reading, Isaiah 
prophesies, in the name of “the Lord God, the Holy one of 
Israel,” the coming of an absolutely ideal time. The people 
“will weep no more.” All will be light and there will be no 
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more darkness nor any need (Isaiah 30:19-21.23-26). In 
these words the prophet speaks of the coming of God’s 
Kingdom. It would most certainly come, and this was the 
inspired and constant expectation of the religion revealed 
by God. Just as this certain expectation of the Kingdom 
filled the prophet with the optimism that God intended for 
his people, so it ought fill us too. In our case we know that 
the fulfilment of this prophecy has come about in Christ. 
He has come and he is with us to the end of time. It is in 
him that everything God intended and revealed will reach 
its fulfilment. We are in the last days of its fulfilment, 
however long it may take. The ultimate future is bright 
indeed. Our Lord intended that it be evident that the 
Kingdom of God had come in him, and that it was only a 
matter of time before its triumph would be complete. As 
our Gospel text today tells us, he went everywhere 
“preaching the Good News of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness” (Matthew 9:35-10:1.6-8). His 
ministry was the beginning of the fulfilment of the 
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prophecy of Isaiah presented in the first reading. The end 
time, long foretold, was arriving, and in Jesus our Lord, in 
essence it had arrived. Our Lord directs his disciples to go 
out and “proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.” The signs foretold by the prophets were to be 
included: “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who 
have leprosy, drive out demons.” 

Our daily lives ought be marked by the realization of 
the light that is ahead. We can see the great light at the end 
of the tunnel. It comes from Christ who is with us now and 
whose light at the end of time will light up all of creation. 
We are called every day to work with him who is in our 
midst as our head, striving to bring all into his Kingdom. 
This Kingdom that in him is with us now, will come in its 
entirety and fullness then. We have so much to live and 
work for. So then, now I begin! 
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Second Week of Advent 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 30:19, 30 O people of Sion, 
behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, and the 
Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of 
your heart. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly 
undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to meet your 
Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us 
admittance to his company. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 85:9-10-11- 
12,13-14; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the Gospel about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. It is written in Isaiah the prophet: I will send 
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way — 
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a voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for 
the Lord, make straight paths for him.' And so John came, 
baptising in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in 
the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel's 
hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts 
and wild honey. And this was his message: After me will 
come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptise 
you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit. 
(Mark 1:1-8) 

Revealed Religion Revealed Religion is essentially 
prophetic, which is to say that it involves divinely-chosen 
individuals revealing a word from God. That divine word 
thus revealed is the basis of the religion. Abraham was 
chosen by God, heard his word, obeyed it, and that divine 
word to him became the foundation of the life and history 
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of the chosen people. It was the same with Isaac and 
Jacob, Moses, David and the prophets. The significant 
thing was the word that had come from God through the 
mouth of his prophets. While this was not primarily a 
revelation of the future, very often it did reveal the future. 
In the call of Abraham at Haran (Genesis 11:32-12:3), the 
future was foretold. God would show him his future land, 
he would make of him a great nation, and by him all the 
families of the earth would bless themselves. When God 
revealed himself to Moses at the Burning Bush (Exodus 
3:4-12), he not only revealed himself as the compassionate 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but he also revealed his 
plan for the future. He would deliver his people out of 
their slavery and bring them to the Promised Land. Moses 
announced this word to the people, and its fulfilment 
became a defining element in Old Testament religion. In 
the life of King David, the prophet Nathan received the 
word of God and uttered it to the king. God would never 
take back his steadfast love from him. His house and his 
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kingdom would forever be sure, and his throne would be 
established forever (2 Samuel 7:15-17). This prophetic 
word to David likewise became a defining element in 
Revealed Religion. The essential thing was the word that 
had come from God, and it often involved a promise as to 
the future. In prophet after prophet, the word from God 
which they proclaimed called on the people to repent of 
their infidelity and turn back to their God. It also involved 
predictions: if they did not repent, the future would be 
devastating. The events proved them true. Revealed 
Religion was based on the word that came from God 
through his chosen servants. It also had a profoundly 
expectant character. It looked to what was to come. There 
was always an Advent, as there is still. 

The highest instances of this pattern in the Old 
Testament were those revelations of the Advent of the 
Messiah. For instance, Deutero-Isaiah revealed the Servant 
of the Lord, by whose stripes we are healed. On him the 
Lord has laid the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:5-6). Daniel 
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revealed the heavenly Son of Man to whom would be given 
dominion and glory, an everlasting kingdom (Daniel 7:14). 
As a matter of fact, this particular word from God, the 
word which announced the advent of the Suffering Servant, 
the Son of Man and other features of the Messiah, proved 
to be the pivotal word in Revealed Religion. Amid the 
complex of Inspired Writings it was this which turned out 
to be the key to it all — and our Lord himself on rising 
from the dead instructed his disciples on the meaning of the 
Scriptures. He was their meaning, and it was to him that 
they especially pointed. So it is that we are brought to our 
Gospel today (Mark 1:1 8). It opens with the prophetic 
word from John, and the most notable thing about this 
word, according to St Mark in his passage today, is its 
reference to the Messiah. The word of God came to John, 
and it was addressed to all the people: they were to prepare 
the way for the Lord’s coming, his Advent. So the pattern 
was the same. Revealed religion was founded on the 
prophetic word, which is to say the word of the Lord 
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received by the prophet and announced to the people. The 
people must hear that divine word, willingly receive it and 
put it into effect. It is a word which points to what is 
coming, an Advent. “And this was his message: After me 
will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptise 
you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit” (Mark 1:1-8). Our privilege is to possess now, what 
was then coming. As our Lord says in the Gospel of Luke, 
“Happy the eyes that see what you see, for I tell you that 
many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see and 
never saw it; to hear what you hear and never heard it” 
(10:23-24). The great Advent, the coming of the Messiah 
here announced as imminent by John, is now effected. It is 
for us to accept the Word who has become flesh, and to 
live accordingly. But there is more to come , for the 
triumph and the glory, so sure, lies ahead. 

Let us place ourselves in the panoramic opening of St 
Mark’s Gospel. It presents the prophetic figure of John 
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proclaiming the word he had received from God. The key 
to all of Revealed Religion was about to be made manifest. 
The key to it all was coming: Jesus Christ. John’s words 
invite us to turn our gaze on the most wondrous fact in the 
universe, the Person of Jesus Christ, God become Man, our 
Redeemer and our Brother. As John says so candidly, he is 
the powerful one, and I am not worthy so much as to stoop 
down and undo the thongs of his sandals. We are not 
worthy of this, but he, our Redeemer and our God, has 
taken us into his personal friendship and shared with us his 
divine life. Let us resolve to hear his word and to put it 
into practice. In this way we shall live a life worthy of his 
most sacred friendship. 


Second reflection: (Mark 1:1-8) 

Sin There is no getting away from it — holiness 
and union with God in Christ requires repentance from sin. 
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This means that, hand in hand with the thought of the 
Person of Christ and striving to know and love him more 
and more, there must be a great attention to sin. Sin is the 
enemy to be defeated and it is a long and daily struggle. 
The sin within one’s own heart has to be discovered, 
unmasked, and in various ways with God’s help, gradually 
overcome. One must grow in the consciousness of 
personal sin and its seriousness. Pope Pius XII taught that 
the sin of the modern period was the loss of the sense of 
sin. Without this sense of sin it will be impossible to 
follow Christ closely. For this reason, as we read in 
today’s Gospel (Mark 1:1-8), St John the Baptist comes in 
the wilderness to announce the coming of the Messiah, but 
he comes proclaiming a baptism or washing of repentance. 
Now, we can accept all this in theory, but it has to come 
down to practice. The one who willingly listens to the 
words of the Baptist (which the Church makes her own), 
must repent from the deliberate venial sins of everyday life 
that we tend to think are not sins at all, or that we think do 
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not matter much. The good person with the grace of God 
can expect to avoid mortal sin if the normal means are 
sincerely taken. But it is deliberate venial sin which clings 
so persistently to our hearts and which blocks our advance 
in Christian love and virtue. We simply must come to 
terms with deliberate venial sin if we wish to be followers 
of the Master. The preaching of John the Baptist which the 
Church wishes us to take to heart at this stage of Advent 
must be applied to venial sin. The grace of Advent is a 
renewed readiness to welcome the advent of Christ into our 
lives, and we must understand that this means repentance, 
and repentance means taking seriously the presence and 
recurrence of deliberate venial sin. 

Let us get down to business and deal with sin, 
including and especially deliberate venial sin. We have the 
means to help us: a daily examination of conscience 
concluding with a sincere act of contrition, and a fervent 
and regular reception of the Sacrament of Penance. 
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Monday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31:10; Is 35:4 Hear the word of 
the Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, 
our Saviour will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect May our prayer of petition rise before you, we 
pray, O Lord, that, with purity unblemished, we, your 
servants, may come, as we desire, to celebrate the great 
mystery of the Incarnation of your Only Begotten Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85:9ab and 10-14; 

Luke 5:17-26 

One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers 
of the law, who had come from every village of Galilee and 
from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the 
power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick. 
Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to 
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take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. When they 
could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they 
went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through 
the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of 
Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, he said, Friend, your 
sins are forgiven. The Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law began thinking to themselves, Who is this fellow who 
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone? 
Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, Why are 
you thinking these things in your hearts? Which is easier: 
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins. ... He said to the 
paralysed man, I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 
home. Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what 
he had been lying on and went home praising God. 
Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were 
filled with awe and said, We have seen remarkable things 
today. (Luke 5:17-26) 
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Sin It would be manifestly absurd to deny the fact 
of wrongdoing. People do things they should not do, and 
we all know that. If a person were to say, privately or 
publicly, that he has never done anything wrong, those 
listening would scarcely, as we might say, keep a straight 
face. Similarly, it would be absurd to say that someone has 
never done anything morally good. Even more absurd is 
the thought of a normal person who has never known what 
is morally right. The sense of moral obligation and of a 
moral law is so immediate to every man and woman that it 
is commonly recognized to be written on the very heart of 
man. We instinctively know that we must do what is right 
and avoid what is wrong — this is a universal obligation 
which, though, does not negate our power to disobey it. 
We apply our minds to determine what this obligation 
means in practice — and this is where differences of 
opinion may occur. But the fundamental obligation to do 
what is right and avoid what is wrong is beyond dispute. 
Of course, the nature of this obligation has always been 
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contested among philosophers and religious thinkers. 
Some reduce it to a sense of what is most useful for 
happiness. Others reduce it to the product of mere training 
or environment. But the fact is that man has an instinctive 
perception that he must do what is right and avoid what is 
wrong, whether or not this appears to contribute to his own 
contentment, and whether or not it appears to harmonize 
with his upbringing or social environment. Further, society 
at large insists on the fact of moral obligation, even if it 
might happen to differ from the individual as to what, 
specifically, is morally obligatory. It imposes severe 
sanctions on various forms of behaviour it deems to 
constitute wrongdoing. It will be of no use for the 
individual to claim that he never thought that killing 
another citizen was morally unobjectionable. Fie will incur 
the severest of society’s sanctions, and the imposition of 
those sanctions will meet (broadly speaking) with the 
moral approval of the citizenry. All this is to say that 
morally good and morally bad behaviour is a universally 
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admitted fact of human life. Some things must not be done 
by free persons, which is to say by those who have the 
power to do them. If they are done, and if it is shown that 
the perpetrator of the bad actions knew what he was doing, 
he will be punished. 

But now, there is another dimension of the morally 
bad action which has virtually disappeared from public 
view and discourse. It is its sinful character. The West is 
admitted to have reached a secular stage, which is to say, a 
stage that generally lacks a public recognition of God. 
Instances of this would be, say, Australia, England, New 
Zealand, probably France, Germany and various other 
Western countries, to say nothing of various countries of 
the East. The United States of America may be regarded as 
a battle-ground of the contest between open religion and 
open secularity. God is still recognized publicly and it is 
not unusual for this or that President of the United States to 
refer publicly to God as the sovereign reference point for 
all of individual and social life. Such is not the case in, 
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say, Australia. But even in the United States, there is no 
public recognition of “sin.” It would never cross the lips of 
a United States President to refer to some action as a “sin” 
— though he might at various times proudly refer to 
“God.” Many things are morally wrong, and enormously 
so, but there is no reference to their being sinful. An act of 
terrorism resulting in the loss of innocent life is a moral 
enormity, but it would not be referred to as an enormous 
“sin.” In other words, there is no doubt about the fact of 
immorality and wrongdoing, but “sin” is deemed a 
subjective and private issue, dependent on one’s personal 
persuasion. Wrongdoing is a fact, sin is but a subjective 
possibility — an optional aspect of the matter, at most. 
Now, as God sees the matter, this is a reverse of the true 
situation. The first and foremost thing is obeying God and 
avoiding sin. That is to say, the most serious thing about 
wrongdoing is that it is sinful. It could be argued — and 
there is no time here for that — that at the heart of what the 
conscience of man perceives in apprehending moral 
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obligation, is the divine will. The mind of man perceives 
that what is wrong is wrong in itself, but it also perceives 
that, being wrong, it violates the will of the One who is 
present in the voice of conscience. Certainly, historic 
revelation, which is to say, Revealed Religion, insists on 
the great fact of sin. The Son of God became man to take 
away the sin of the world. His project is to banish sin from 
the life of man. 

We must regain a sense of the enormity of sin, and a 
commitment to avoid it. We must make as our principal 
project in life the avoidance not merely of “wrongdoing” 
but of “sin” — understood as any thought, word or deed 
which offends God and his holy will. In our Gospel today 
(Luke 5:17-26), the first thing which our Lord did for the 
paralytic was to forgive him his sins. This is the power he 
gave to the Eleven on rising from the dead: Receive the 
Holy Spirit! Whose sin you forgive, they are forgiven 
them. Whose sins you retain, they are retained (John 
20:22-23). This is what the Church, by the power of Christ 
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her Head, brings to the world, and it is this which ought 
figure so very prominently in our human and religious life. 
Let us be alive to sin, then, and avoid it! 


Second reflection: (Luke 5:17-26) 

The Power of God At a seminar conducted on the 
religions of mankind at the University of Sydney, an 
academic once observed that the religious impulse arises 
from man’s sense of need and his conviction that the 
powers above can answer these needs. There have been 
many proposals as to the origin of religion. This 
academic’s view reminds us that time and again our needs 
prompt us to turn to the power of God as our only ordinary 
recourse. It is the power of God which we normally think 
of when we turn to him, and perhaps it is his power which 
first impresses us when we think of his creative works. 
The world reminds us of the power of God. It is God’s 
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power which is revealed in the history of salvation, and it is 
revealed as having a certain character. It is merciful and 
compassionate. His power reveals his almighty mercy and 
compassion. There is a further point which is perhaps 
quite distinctive to revealed religion: God reveals himself 
as having power without limit. All religions appeal to the 
power or powers above. But Revealed Religion teaches 
that the Power above is almighty. There is no limit to his 
power. We worship and love a God who is a loving Father 
— and he is a Father who is almighty. But in practice, do 
we really believe this, that our Father in heaven is 
almighty? The almighty power of God is manifested in 
Jesus Our Lord himself. He healed the sick, and “the 
power of the Lord was present in his healing of the sick,” 
as today’s Gospel reminds us (Luke 5:17-26). 

Let us think then of Christ’s power, a power we can 
rely on, especially in the most impossible project ahead of 
us, which is the task of our own personal sanctification. If 
anything requires the compassionate power of God it is 
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this, and our Faith teaches us that God’s power is almighty. 
We ought pray for the grace to believe in the Father 
almighty. Let us raise our minds and hearts in trust and 
praise, placing ourselves in his almighty care. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14:5, 7 Behold, the Lord will 
come, and all his holy ones with him; and on that day there 
will be a great light. 

Collect O God, who have shown forth your salvation to 
all the ends of the earth, grant, we pray, that we may look 
forward in joy to the glorious Nativity of Christ. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 96:1-3 and 10-13; 

Matthew 18:12-14 

Jesus said to his disciples, What do you think? If a 
man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders 
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go 
to look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, I 
tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than 
about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same 
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way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these 
little ones should be lost. (Matthew 18: 12-14) 

Revelation I remember one occasion a few decades 
ago when I was teaching a religion class in a government 
secondary school. I asked the class how they would define 
or describe God. One boy — he was about thirteen — said 
that God was a “good spirit.” For a boy who grew up in a 
secular society, one whose parents probably did not 
actively practise their Christian faith, and one who had few 
opportunities for religious knowledge, the answer he gave 
wasn’t too bad. He imagined God as a spirit, and as good. 
How countless and varied have been the ways in which 
man has pictured the deity over the course of the ages! 
Almost invariably, the deity has been imagined as limited 
and as multiple. That is to say, there are many “spirits” or 
unseen powers that shape the world and its course, and 
“God” — the main one — is but one of them. He is 
generally regarded as good, though in limited fashion. 
Other unseen forces jostle independently on the scene too, 
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and have their effect on the course of the world and on the 
life of man. “God” is a good spirit — good to a point, and 
there are others too, but there are bad ones as well - in 
whatever way these forces are to be imagined in their 
detail. So it is that the mythologies of man’s religions are 
vast and varied. Further, man’s image of the deity is drawn 
from a variety of sources. Flow did that boy gain his image 
of the deity? Obviously he would have gained it from 
some instruction, and possibly from some spontaneous 
reflection on the world and its course. How does mankind 
gain its impression of the deity, or the deities? It is gained 
from instruction in its varied forms, from reflection on the 
course of the world, and from other sources such as the 
guilty conscience. Now, if a person has had a bad 
experience of life, what is going to be his image of the One 
who is reputed to be its Source? I remember in another 
religion class — without being asked nor without my 
asking — I was told by a fourteen-year-old girl that “life is 
a bitch”. They were her words. If such were life, what 
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would such a young person tend to think of God, the 
supposed Creator and Lord of all? The point here is that it 
is not at all surprising that the image and notion of the 
divine that obtains is very far indeed from what God has 
revealed of himself. 

How precious, then, is divine revelation, and how 
fundamental is the first of the Ten Commandments, that we 
are to recognize the God of Revelation as the one and only 
Lord. I am the Lord your God! You shall not have other 
gods before me! God, so truly and intensely Father to 
mankind, insists for man’s own sake that he acknowledge 
this. This we do especially by receiving with a total and 
loving obedience all that he has revealed of himself and his 
saving plan. This sacred revelation comes to us in the 
Person of Jesus Christ, and is entrusted to Christ’s Church. 
We receive it in faith, and live it out in daily obedience. 
Divine Revelation! How precious it is for man, and how it 
delivers him from the vagaries of his religious imagination 
and his well-meaning myths! So it is that we are brought 
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to our Gospel today, in which our Lord, God incarnate, the 
human Face of the living God, speaks of the unseen Lord 
of heaven and earth. Christ himself is the supreme and 
perfect image of the invisible God, the one who should fill 
the religious imagination of all the peoples. He who sees 
me, he told his disciples, sees the Father. He is the 
Father’s revealing Word, the Word who was with God 
from all eternity, the Word who is God. In our Gospel 
today (Matthew 18: 12 14) he speaks of God in imagery 
which shows forth the Father’s love. “If a man owns a 
hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one 
that wandered off? And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, 
he is happier about that one sheep than about the 
ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way your 
Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones 
should be lost”. God is revealed to be far, far more loving 
than anything of which man has any experience. He is far 
more than a mere “good spirit,” far more than the myths 
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describe, far more than the greatest philosophers have 
proposed. He is our wondrously Good Shepherd, our 
Father. Divine Revelation! How precious it is, and how 
absolutely fundamental it is that we cherish it and build our 
daily life upon it. This is the greatest of services that the 
Church renders to mankind, that it preserves and proclaims 
what God has revealed of himself and his saving plan for 
mankind, while providing the grace from Christ to live 
according to it. 

Let us resolve to base our lives squarely on the word 
of the living God, which is to say on the Person of Jesus 
Christ and his revelation. This comes to us in the 
preaching, the teaching, the life, the sacraments, and the 
ministry of the Church. Christ is the Church’s Head, the 
Church is his mystical Body, and we who are baptised and 
blessed with the gift of faith in Jesus are members of that 
Body. Let Christ’s divine teaching shape and rule us, for 
the divine love which is the foundation of all things is 
expressed in that teaching, and it fills us by means of it. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 18:12-14) 

Conversion There are many famous examples of 
conversion in the history of the Church. There is the 
example of St Paul himself, converted on the way to 
Damascus. There is the example of St Augustine, 
converted from a life of immorality and heresy to the 
Catholic Faith and to holiness of life. There is the example 
of John Fienry Newman, converted to the Catholic Faith 
from being an intellectual leader of Anglicanism. These 
are among the most famous — and many others could be 
mentioned. Besides them, there are the countless unknown 
persons who have undergone a profound conversion from 
sin and error to holiness and the Truth. During December 
2005, the media was full of the last days of an Australian - 
Vietnamese drug trafficker who was executed in 
Singapore. It was very evident that his final years in prison 
were marked by a religious conversion. Fie died a good 
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and perhaps holy death. Our Gospel today (Matthew 
18:12-14) gives us the words of Our Lord telling us of the 
will of our heavenly Father: “Your Father in heaven is not 
willing that any of these little ones should be lost.” To 
illustrate this Our Lord gives us the parable of the shepherd 
seeking out and finding the stray, and experiencing more 
joy from this than from the ninety-nine who did not stray at 
all. God is seeking us out, constantly endeavouring with 
his grace to reclaim us from sin — from all sin, including 
from all deliberate venial sin. He wants to draw us to 
holiness of life and complete union with him. Conversion 
is the key, and it is a grace to be sought and acted upon. 
We will not be lost if we convert. We will not be held 
back in our sins, in our venial sins, if we convert from 
them. 

We will attain holiness of life if we seek constant 
conversion, constant repentance. This repentance ought be 
daily, weekly. It ought be constant and life-long. Let us 
during this period of Advent, when we renew our attitude 
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of readiness for the coming of Christ, ask for the grace to 
repent from sin, and to repent again and again, constantly. 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 2:3; 1 Cor 4:5 The Lord will 
come and he will not delay. He will illumine what is 
hidden in darkness and reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Almighty God, who command us to prepare the 
way for Christ the Lord, grant in your kindness, we pray, 
that no infirmity may weary us as we long for the 
comforting presence of our heavenly physician. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Jesus said, Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light. (Matthew 11: 28-30) 
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Rest for the Soul In a message to a global 

Buddhist conference in New Delhi in November 2011, the 
Tibetan Dalai Lama said that the world’s problems and 
conflicts arise because man has left behind the basic tenets 
of non-violence and the oneness of humanity. These were 
the teachings of Gautama Buddha (“Buddha” meaning “the 
enlightened one”), the Dalai Lama said. “Shakyamuni 
Buddha attained enlightenment in Bodh Gaya about 2600 
years ago, yet I believe his teachings remain refreshing and 
relevant today,” he continued. Buddhism claims to offer 
peace and harmony for man and humanity, and proposes 
the way of Enlightenment to attain it. Buddha is seen as 
the perennial exemplar. Buddha, the accounts indicate, 
was gripped by the thought of suffering and the mystery of 
how it is to be overcome. He tried the path of asceticism 
and found it wanting. He then embarked on the path of 
meditation and attained, he believed, complete 
Enlightenment at the age of thirty-five. Later accounts 
provide the details of his attaining this under a bodhi tree in 
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present-day Bodh Gaya, after fighting off the attacks of the 
jealous god Mara. Then, the story goes, the Indian gods 
Brahma and Indra implored him to teach his way of 
Enlightenment. At this, Buddha went to Samath and, in 
the Deer Park there, taught the Four Noble Truths to his 
five former companions. And so Buddhism was born and 
became the vast movement it is. Its claim is to give rest to 
weary and burdened human life. Buddha refrained from 
speaking about God. At the time, India possessed great 
numbers of sacred scriptures, yet it was torn with strife. 
Religion did not seem to unite people nor promote love and 
compassion. I suspect this seeming ineffectiveness of 
religion made of Guatama a religious agnostic. He came 
up with a radical answer, looking for a practical and 
empirical path to happiness. He considered he found it in 
the mastery of the four Noble Truths, leading to a state of 
supreme liberation, or Nirvana. This is the peace of a mind 
that is free from ignorance, greed, hatred and other 
defilements. Importantly, God does not get a look-in. Rest 
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of soul is attained through a personally-engineered 
liberation. 

Buddha emphasized ethics and correct understanding. 
His system of insight and meditation is not claimed to have 
been divinely revealed, but to spring from an 
understanding of the true nature of the mind. Buddha saw 
the issue of God as unknowable and unimportant for the 
main game which is the attainment of practical peace and 
happiness. As far as I am aware, Buddhism has no formal 
place for a loving Creator. Its way is an example of 
salvation being sought without any reference to a 
transcendent God. Other examples could be given, but it is 
obvious that in a culture which tends to dismiss the 
supernatural — such as ours — and to look exclusively to 
this world, any such method will appeal to many. Added 
to this is the fact that, in the case of Buddhism, the Tibetan 
Dalai Lama (of the early 21 st century) — its pre-eminent 
exponent and representative — brings to its propagation a 
great human charm. Now, as much as the Christian is 
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bound to show respect for any Way that is deeply cherished 
by good people, and is especially bound to respect those 
people themselves, nevertheless he must have a clear 
perception of its limitations. Man was made to rest in 
God. If God is dismissed, man’s true rest will never be 
attained. This is where we come to our Gospel passage 
today (Matthew 11:28-30), in which our Lord makes the 
explicit affirmation to all and sundry that he himself is the 
Rest for the Soul of every weary and burdened person. 
Buddha, and so many others of history, could see how 
fundamental is the fact of suffering and unhappiness. He 
and other great men — and Buddha was great in view of 
his influence — have seen that in some sense happiness is 
imperative. But how is it to be attained? Historical 
Revelation, that Revelation granted by God to his chosen 
people and reaching its zenith in the Person of Jesus Christ, 
teaches that there is one way to ultimate happiness. It lies 
in union with the true God, who demands holiness of life. 
This union with God is attained by and in union with Jesus 
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Christ the incarnate God, and Christ requires that we 
renounce ourselves and follow in his footsteps. Buddha 
taught renunciation, and Christ teaches renunciation. But 
Christian renunciation has for its goal a loving and total 
union with the Person of Christ. The taking up of this 
yoke, the yoke of being Christ’s disciple whatever be the 
cost, will bring rest to our souls. That is Christ’s teaching, 
and that is the key to human flourishing and rest for the 
soul. 


Let us beware of substitutes for the Truth. Christ said 
that he is the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes 
to the Father but through me, he said. He who sees me, 
sees the Father. He is the only name by which we are 
saved. It is in this light that we must understand the saving 
words of our Lord in our Gospel today: “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11: 
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28-30). The enlightenment which God intends for man 
will come by this path, and it will liberate us from sin and 
lead to rest for our souls. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 11:28-30) 

Difficulty Difficulties, pain and suffering are 
unavoidable in this life. This is the universal experience of 
mankind and the admission of the wisest men of the ages. 
It can be said to be a basic driving force in the founding 
and development of many of the religions of man. One 
leading modern anthropologist (Evans-Pritchard) wrote 
that a key to the understanding of primal religions is to ask 
how they deal with the experience of evil and suffering. 
Buddha pursued his quest of trying to discover the answer 
to suffering. He proposed that it involved the elimination 
of desire and the attainment of enlightenment. Suffering is 
a fundamental issue for man. The Christian knows that the 
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ultimate answer to suffering and to the problem of attaining 
happiness is the Person of Jesus. And Jesus himself tells us 
this. In today’s Gospel (Matthew 11:28-30), he invites all 
those who labour and are overburdened to come to him, 
and he will give them rest. So we know the answer to our 
need and desire for happiness. It is to go to Jesus. But 
there is this twist: happiness will be found in shouldering 
Christ’s yoke and learning from him. His yoke is easy, he 
teaches, and his burden is light. That is to say, happiness 
will be found in being his disciple precisely by taking up 
our cross after him and following in his footsteps. 
Ultimate and true happiness will be found in the cross of 
Jesus — not in simply avoiding suffering. This seems a 
mysterious paradox — and it is, for we take it on faith in 
the word of Jesus because of our love for him. 

Let us pray for the grace to live our life united with 
Jesus in good times and in bad, and in learning from him 
who is meek and humble of heart. Therein lies our true 


rest. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118):151-152 You, O 
Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I 
have known of your decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 
paths of your Only Begotten Son, that through his coming, 
we may be found worthy to serve you with minds made 
pure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalm 145:1 and 9, 10- 

13ab; Matthew 11:11-15 

Jesus said, I tell you the truth: Among those born of 
women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 
Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until 
now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, 
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and forceful men lay hold of it. For all the Prophets and 
the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to 
accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. He who has 
ears, let him hear. (Matthew 11:11-15) 

Work at it! There is nothing much you can do to 
alter the shape and course of a tree after it is fully grown, 
but much can be done to shape it when it is young. 
Consider a family of many siblings. As they grow into 
adulthood, they can remain close or gradually drift apart. 
The harder course will be to remain close: they must be 
careful about courtesy, consideration, thoughtfulness, never 
taking one another for granted. Consider the scenario in 
which they fail to do this. There are little upsets, 
misunderstandings, discourtesies, and at times more serious 
disagreements. So they quietly become distant from each 
other — perhaps this or that pair among them are friends, 
but by middle age as a group they have grown apart. The 
trees, let us call them, are fully grown and it is next to 
impossible for the course to change in any radical sense. 
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So they give up, and the family members remain apart for 
the rest of their lives — it is too hard to change, much as 
different ones among them would love to see them all 
together again. The work has not been put into it. It has 
been neglected. The field is fallow, and a genuine interest 
in transforming it to the way it once was is gone. A close 
family circle requires work. It will not happen 
automatically. Anything worthwhile requires sustained 
effort. A young man sets out to build up a business: it 
won’t happen automatically. I have often wondered why 
God took his time about the redemption of the world. 
Thousands and thousands of years followed the Fall of 
Man at the beginning, before God sent his Son to redeem 
the world. Countless numbers died without knowing the 
true God and his saving plan. As our Lord said to his 
disciples on one occasion, prophets and kings longed to see 
what they saw (in him), and never saw it. Why did God 
take so long before he spoke to Abraham? The tribes of 
Israel spent so much time in Egypt, and then there were 
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more than a thousand years before the Messiah came. Yes, 
God was taking his time, and he was preparing the way. 
There were many reversals, but God kept at it. He kept 
working, and finally the time came. All this teaches us that 
if we are to get anywhere with good goals, it will take 
persevering work. 

While this applies across the board to the project of 
life and the world’s development, it applies especially to 
the most important thing of all: union with God and 
subjection to his will. This is the happiness and the 
flourishing of man, and it will not happen automatically. 
Indeed, if this union with God is to become deep, solid and 
lasting, it will require persevering effort throughout one’s 
life. Ask a family to come together and be good friends 
after a lifetime of separation. Impossible, or most unlikely! 
Ask the same of spouses after years of separation or 
neglect of their relationship. Impossible, or most unlikely! 
Well then, while there is the all-important factor of the free 
grace of God, to say the least it is very difficult to change 
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course after years of neglect of one’s relationship with 
God. The priest comes to the bed of an ailing person who 
has, all her life, neglected God. His chances are not good 
of effecting the salutary change, the conversion, so much 
desired by Heaven. I tell you, our Lord once said, there is 
more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than 
over the rest who do not need to repent. This tells us of the 
solicitude of God for the stray, but it may also tell us of the 
very difficulty of repentance after a life-time of sin and 
neglect of God. Two things we must do, if we are to get 
places in the business of sanctity. We must start now, and 
then really work at it perseveringly. We cannot put it off, 
coasting along with the intention of starting soon. No, now 
I begin! I begin now, today, in the present which is all that 
there is. I do not know if I will have a tomorrow. All I 
know is that there is the present moment. That is the first 
thing: now I must begin! The second thing is to work at it, 
which is to say to take the required means and to put them 
into effect. If I am ever to attain sanctity of life — and, as 
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said, I may not attain it if I do not begin now — I must get 
to work in earnest. I must struggle at overcoming the 
obstacles and in doing what is required. There is a saying: 
“the devil is in the detail”. What this really means when it 
comes to sanctity is that God is in the detail. I have several 
duties this day, so I must do them well in their detail and 
do them for love of God 

All this brings us to our Gospel today in which our 
Lord speaks of the violent taking the kingdom of heaven by 
storm (Matthew 11:11-15). “From the days of John the 
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.” The 
kingdom of heaven is essentially union with Jesus Christ in 
whom dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and in 
whom is to be found every heavenly blessing. United with 
Jesus Christ and living by his grace, we shall work to make 
the world what he wishes it to be, a civilization of love and 
justice. But we must work at it, perseveringly. 
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Friday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come 
descending with splendour to visit his people with peace, 
and he will bestow on them eternal life. 

Collect Grant that your people, we pray, almighty God, 
may be ever watchful for the coming of your Only 
Begotten Son, that, as the author of our salvation himself 
has taught us, we may hasten, alert and with lighted lamps, 
to meet him when he comes. Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalm 1:1-4 and 6; 

Matthew 11:16-19 

Jesus said, To what can I compare this generation? 
They are like children sitting in the market-places and 
calling out to others: ‘We played the flute for you, and you 
did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn. ’ 



153 


For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 
‘He has a demon. ’ The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners. ’ But wisdom is 
proved right by her actions. (Matthew 11:16-19) 

The Divine Wisdom In our brief passage today, 
our Lord describes “this generation.” Our Lord has 
watched some children sitting in the market place — they 
appear to have been in two groups, refusing to co-operate 
in a game with one another. Some wanted to play a game 
using a flute (perhaps a wedding melody). But the other 
group would not come good, and dance. The others, or 
perhaps the same ones again, wished to start a game by 
singing a funeral dirge, but the others would not join in, 
and mourn. Everything fell flat, nothing would satisfy. 
Whatever was tried evoked no response. It was a parable 
our Lord used to illustrate God in his wisdom attempting to 
evoke the necessary response from his chosen people in 
our Lord’s own day. The entire history of God’s chosen 
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people had not seen such a remarkable intervention of the 
Divine Wisdom as had occurred in the time of “this 
generation.” John was the greatest of the prophets — there 
had been no greater born of woman, our Lord once said. 
The Wisdom of God was at work in him to a remarkable 
degree — and he called on the people to repent and get 
ready. He had his approach and his particular form of self¬ 
surrender to God and ministry to his people — he “came 
neither eating nor drinking.” But, for the leaders, that 
would not do. He was a paragon of self-denial, living in 
the desert and having little to do with ordinary life, as we 
might say. But “they say, ‘He has a demon.’” The 
Wisdom of God was revealed again in Jesus of Nazareth. 
This time, the approach was different. Our Lord did not 
impose a regime of strict fasting on his disciples (causing 
wonderment among some). He mixed with publicans and 
sinners, and dined with them. That would not do either: 
our Lord was “a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.” We get the impression from the 
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Gospels that our Lord was a dynamo of apostolic action, 
crisscrossing Galilee and Judea, the lands of God’s chosen 
people. He is portrayed as going everywhere, and sending 
his disciples ahead of him to towns, villages, farms. He 
gave everything for the “lost sheep of the House of Israel.” 
But it would not do. The people were like those children in 
the market-place. Nothing which God did in his infinite 
Wisdom succeeded with the men of “this generation.” 

But, our Lord continues, “wisdom is proved right by 
her actions” (Matthew 11:16-19). That is to say, what God 
does in his wisdom will be proved right in the fullness of 
time. Our Lord is giving a prediction and a warning. All 
else, all that is done which is not in accord with the 
Wisdom of God, as manifest in his chosen servants who 
proclaim his word, will fail. The Wisdom of God was 
revealed to Abraham. He received that word in faith, acted 
on it, and by him the nations of the earth were blessed. 
God spoke to Moses, and Moses received his word and 
acted on it. It led to the deliverance of the people from 
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slavery and their final entry into the Promised Land. 
Wisdom was proved right by her actions. The prophets 
inveighed against the sin of the people, and warned them 
that if they did not turn back to their God and obey his 
word, punishment and disaster awaited them. This was the 
Wisdom of God making known the path to life, and it was 
proved right in the event. Terrible afflictions descended on 
the people. God in his Wisdom made known the way to 
life in the ministry of John the Baptist. The people were to 
repent and prepare a way for the coming of the Lord in his 
appointed Messiah. He came, and he was present in the 
Person of Jesus of Nazareth, but the response was 
disappointing. Most striking was the fact that the Wisdom 
of God ordained a terrible end for the Messiah. He would 
be rejected by the leaders of the nation, treated terribly, put 
to death and would rise again. This path seemed to Simon 
Peter an absurdity, and he attempted to put the idea out of 
our Lord’s mind — and drew upon himself a powerful 
rebuke. The way he was thinking was not the way of God 
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but the way of man. It was not according to the divine 
Wisdom. Mysteriously, the path of the Divine Wisdom 
involved suffering and rejection. It was the path of the 
Cross, and Wisdom “is proved right by her actions.” It is 
critically important that the one who wishes to follow Jesus 
Christ closely be prepared to accept and embrace the 
Wisdom of God as revealed in the Person and way of 
Jesus. It is a way that can scarcely be understood by man, 
but it is the way to life, and will be proved right. Let us 
pray for an undying faith in the Wisdom of God. It will 
always be proved right. 

It is so easy to get things wrong. It is so easy to be 
profoundly and insidiously influenced by the so-called 
wisdom of the world. We must resolve to be filled with the 
Wisdom of God and to make that the unambiguous basis of 
our daily life. What God in his wisdom wishes for man 
must be for the best. It will inevitably be proved right by 
her actions. This Wisdom is present in the Person and 
teaching of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. Let us 
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resolve always to hear his word and put it faithfully into 
practice. This and this alone is the path to life. All else 
must fail. 


Second reflection: (Isaiah 48:17-19) 

Now I Begin The execution of the Australian- 
Vietnamese young man, Van Nguyen, in Singapore in 
December 2005 captured the imagination of many 
Australians, though he is forgotten now. Van Nguyen 
grew up a child of an obscure Vietnamese family in 
Melbourne, and went to the Catholic school in the parish of 
Richmond. There was nothing special to distinguish him, 
except that gradually he became involved in drug 
trafficking — to help his brother with his debts, so it 
seems. He spent the last three years of his life in a 
Singaporean gaol, on death row following his conviction. 
His life had every appearance of being a complete failure 
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and a great sorrow to his mother. But what happened? His 
entire attitude changed due to a wonderful religious 
conversion. He embraced the Catholic Faith in a new way 
and faced death with a singular trust in God, repenting of 
all his wrongdoing. It turned out to be a beautiful death — 
by hanging. At the time and due to media publicity, he 
taught very many people that whatever past mistakes and 
sins there be, one can begin again and turn it all around. 
This is the season of Advent. So, let us resolve to put the 
past behind and begin again as we prepare to celebrate the 
coming of the Saviour. One of the things that can most 
discourage a person is the thought of past failures and 
mistakes. He (or she) looks around and sees others who 
seemingly have made a better job of things and feels a 
sense of failure at the life he has been living. This sense of 
failure leaves him discouraged. But consider Van Nguyen. 
He ended grandly and with a bright prospect ahead beyond 
the grave. His coffin was carried out of Melbourne’s 
packed St Patrick’s Cathedral to the applause of all present. 
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A great clapping of hands accompanied the departing 
coffin. All realized that Van Nguyen had ended his life 
well and beautifully. This was because during the final 
period of his life in prison, in the words of Isaiah in the 
first reading today (Isaiah 48:17-19), he looked to God to 
teach him what was good for him, and to lead him in the 
way that he must go. 

Let us learn from how this obscure young man ended 
his life years ago. At every point we can start again, 
placing our trust in God and his mercy, being content to do 
the will of God as it presents itself to us here and now. 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79):4, 2 Come and show 
us your face, O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, 
and we will be saved. 

Collect May the splendour of your glory dawn in our 
hearts, we pray, almighty God, that all shadows of the 
night may be scattered and we may be shown to be 
children of light by the advent of your Only Begotten Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4.9-11; Psalm 80:2ac 
and 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Matthew 17:10-13 

The disciples asked Jesus, Why then do the teachers of 
the law say that Elijah must come first? Jesus replied, To 
be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. But I tell 
you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognise 
him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the 
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same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands. 
Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them 
about John the Baptist. (Matthew 17:10-13) 

Holiness It can probably be said that the first and 
foremost attribute of the divine which impresses itself upon 
man, and which inspires him to turn to God, is his power. 
Man is weak and vulnerable, subject to a host of 
vicissitudes which at any point can overcome him. He 
relies on whatever aid is at hand, and, in particular, on 
heavenly aid. He turns to the powers above — though he 
believes that, like the terrestrial powers that jostle for place 
on the earthly scene, the powers that people heaven are 
limited and they contend among themselves. It was an 
extraordinary feature of Revealed Religion — the religion 
revealed to Abraham, the patriarchs, Moses, David and the 
prophets, that there was and is but one God, the Holy One, 
and that he is almighty. There were many manifestations 
of his power. He led Abraham out of his land and took him 
to a land which he promised he would give to his 
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descendants. By his posterity all the nations of the earth 
would be blessed. He revealed himself to Moses, and took 
the children of Israel out of their slavery to the Promised 
Land — the land promised to them through their father 
Abraham. There were many displays of the almighty 
power of God, and the chosen people gradually learnt that 
there was nothing that Yahweh their God could not do — 
short of something unworthy of his sanctity. He was the 
Holy One of Israel, and required holiness of his people. 
Now, this power of Yahweh their God revealed his mercy. 
He was a God rich in mercy and compassion, and his deeds 
of power revealed this. The iconic instance of this was his 
deliverance of his people from their slavery in Egypt. But 
his power also manifested his holiness. It was a holy 
mercy, a compassion that upheld and vindicated moral 
goodness, which his power revealed. The mercy and 
compassion of God would not brook sin, and it required of 
sinners and of the entire people that they repent. The 
power of the gods of the various peoples was not 
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particularly compassionate or merciful, and it certainly was 
not notably holy. Sin and moral holiness was not a keynote 
concern of the religions of the peoples, but it was a 
fundamental concern of the Revealed Religion of Israel. 

This revelation of moral power was repeatedly evident 
in the servants of Yahweh who were raised up by him to do 
this or that work. Abraham was holy. He obeyed in faith a 
holy God. So were Isaac and Jacob. Moses was holy. So 
were David and the prophets. Of course, they were sinners 
too, but they were outstanding in the ancient world 
precisely for their recognition of, submission to, and union 
with, the Holy One who had revealed himself and his will. 
They strove to keep his commandments, especially the Ten 
Commandments which expressed and required both 
Religion and the Moral Life. For instance, what a man was 
Elijah — centuries before the Messiah! As the book of 
Ecclesiasticus exclaims, “How awesome are you, Elijah! 
You were taken aloft in a whirlwind ... You are destined ... 
in time to come to put an end to wrath before the day of the 
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Lord” (Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4.9-11). Consider his 
confrontation with the four hundred prophets of Baal, and 
the extraordinary faith with which he vindicated the God of 
the Patriarchs and the Covenant (1 Kings 18). There are 
few things like it in the ancient world. It manifested with 
power the moral character of Yahweh and his insistence on 
true religion and the moral life. Consider Elijah’s 
profession in the presence of God at the entrance of the 
Cave: “With zeal have I been zealous for the Lord God of 
hosts, because the children of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant... I alone am left” (1 Kings 19:14). So great was 
Elijah in standing for the holiness of God and the necessity 
of the moral and holy life that it was predicted that he 
would come back again, in some sense, to prepare the 
people for the day of the Lord. The prophet Malachi 
prophesied his coming: “Behold I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 
the Lord. And he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I 
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come, and strike the earth with anathema” (Malachi 4:5). 
Christ made it clear to his disciples that Elijah did indeed 
return in the person and prophetic ministry of John the 
Baptist — as we see our Lord explaining in our Gospel 
today (Matthew 17:10-13). The point I am making here is 
God’s insistence on the moral and holy life. 

In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 17:10-13) our 
Lord shows that this divine requirement of a holy life, 
manifesting the almighty power of God, goes repeatedly 
unaccepted. John was rejected by many, and so was his 
all-surpassing Successor, the Messiah himself. “Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognise him, but have 
done to him everything they wished. In the same way the 
Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” Let us not 
act in any way like this. Let us hear the word of Jesus 
Christ and put it into effect. The one thing necessary is 
holiness of life, that holiness exemplified by the prophets, 
and above all by the one and only Redeemer, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 17:10-13) 

Hope We naturally look forward to a better future, 
and this expectation and hope sustains us in our daily 
efforts. Hope is a feature of human life, and without it 
there would be nothing to live for. One of the fundamental 
features of the Old Testament religion was its expectation 
of what was coming. A great hope and expectation 
distinguished the religion. All who accepted the revealed 
religion of the Old Testament knew that a Messiah was 
coming, and with him the Kingdom of God. But of course, 
just what this Kingdom would entail in the concrete was 
where so many went wrong. It is clear from the prophecies 
that suffering would be banished in an ultimate sense, but 
very many could not imagine that suffering would actually 
be an essential part of the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God and of entry into it. But that is just what our Lord 
revealed. He had come to suffer, and those who chose to 
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be one with him in his Kingdom would have to suffer with 
him. In our Gospel today (Matthew 17:10-13) Our Lord’s 
disciples refer to the prophecies: “Why do the teachers of 
the law say that Elijah must come first?” Our Lord tells 
them that St John the Baptist was the Elijah who was to 
come, and he suffered at their hands. So too “the Son of 
Man is going to suffer at their hands.” Great suffering was 
to be an essential component of his mission. So as we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of the Messiah at Christmas, 
we ought strive to gain a renewed appreciation of the 
centrality of the cross in Our Lord’s life and work, and of 
how it must be central in the life of any of his disciples. 

Let us pray for the grace to know how to follow Our 
Lord closely in the concrete circumstances of the life that 
God has given us. Let us not fritter away the years he has 
given us by following useless paths that lead nowhere. Let 
us rather learn, with the help of the Holy Spirit, how to live 
in the way God intends for us, whatever be the suffering 
entailed. 
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Third Week of Advent 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Phil 4:4-5 Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near. 

Collect O God, who see how your people faithfully await 
the feast of the Lord's Nativity, enable us, we pray, to 
attain the joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate them 
always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 61:l-2a, 10-11; Luke 1:46-48, 49- 
50, 53-54; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28. 

There came a man who was sent from God; his name 
was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that 
light, so that through him all men might believe. He 
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himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light. Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of 
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 
He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, I am not the 
Christ. They asked him, Then who are you? Are you 
Elijah? He said, I am not. Are you the Prophet? He 
answered, No. Finally they said, Who are you? Give us an 
answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself? John replied in the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make 
straight the way for the Lord. ’ Now some Pharisees who 
had been sent questioned him, Why then do you baptise if 
you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet? I 
baptise with water, John replied, but among you stands one 
you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the 
thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. This all 
happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, 
where John was baptising. (John 1:6-8, 19-28) 
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Reverence There are numerous threats to religion in 
the life of a society and in the life of an individual. One of 
them is that expressed in the caption, “Familiarity breeds 
contempt.” Precisely because of our familiarity with 
something we can fail to appreciate it sufficiently — which 
is to say, to the degree that it warrants. It could be that I 
grow up in a home in which, hanging on the wall, there is a 
print of one of Raphael’s masterpieces. I am perfectly 
familiar with it, and I fail to appreciate its grandeur. Or 
again, during the final years of my secondary schooling 
and as part of my major in English Literature at University, 
I study various of Shakespeare’s masterpieces. I emerge 
with my degree quite familiar with Shakespeare as a 
dramatist and poet, but taking him very much for granted. 
In fact, I find I cannot be said to really appreciate his 
genius, so much so that never again do I read him just for 
pleasure. He does not interest me — I prefer to read one of 
John le Carre’s novels, say, The Spy Who Came in from the 
Cold (1963). I enjoy literature, drama and some poetry — 
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but not the greatest of them all, Shakespeare. Familiarity 
has for some reason bred disinterest. Again, a couple 
marry and their life together begins with a glorious 
honeymoon. But then gradually their relationship fails. 
They take one another for granted and over the years 
elements even of contempt creep into their mutual 
relationship. We must be on guard against this failing. 
Being creatures of sense, we depend to a point on sense 
stimulation for the beginning and maintenance of interest 
in something. This is so only to a point, because if we are 
to maintain and grow in interest in something valuable, let 
alone in a love for it, we must take the matter in hand as a 
personal decision and careful thought. A man’s love for 
his wife and vice versa must not depend on mere passive 
stimulation. It has to be a matter of personal decision. I 
must decide to love as a point of duty — no matter how I 
may feel, no matter what the cost, and how little I may be 
passively stimulated to do this. If I am to grow in a deep 
love for Shakespeare, or for outstanding classical art, I 
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must take myself in hand and cultivate this interest as a 
point of enduring policy, no matter how I feel. I must 
beware of the tendency for “familiarity” to “breed 
contempt.” 

Now, this same danger can exist in religion. We can 
grow up and be in constant contact with the greatest of 
spiritual realities, and take it all for granted. We can so 
easily take God our almighty Creator for granted, he in 
whose presence we constantly live. We can simply forget 
God and can live our lives as if he did not exist. This is an 
immense affront. Very importantly, we are very familiar 
with the Person of Jesus Christ — but we can take him for 
granted, forget him, ignore him, and live as if he is but one 
of the things “that are around.” We can so easily fail to be 
lovingly reverent towards the Person of Christ the 
Redeemer. He is intimately present to us because, 
fundamentally, we are his creatures, and we are baptised 
into him. But we can live as if this is not the case at all. 
The greatest thing in the life of the Church is the most holy 
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Eucharist. The Eucharist is the full and entire reality of 
Jesus Christ, God made man, the Saviour of the world. He 
is constantly present in our Tabernacles — and if a parish 
has more than one parish church, then the Eucharistic Jesus 
in his full human and divine reality abides in the 
Tabernacles of each of those parish churches. But we can 
just take this stupendous fact for granted, and act in 
complete disregard of it. Indeed, it can approach the case 
of familiarity breeding contempt. I have been in various 
mosques in various parts of the world and have noted the 
reverence that pervades the mosque. Moslems at prayer in 
those mosques have impressed me for their reverence. 
How much more ought the Catholic Christian be 
distinguished for his reverence in the Catholic parish 
church, and in any church or cathedral where there is the 
Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Tabernacle. This 
Presence is marked by the red lamp near the Tabernacle. 
Most especially ought we be marked for our reverence 
during the holy sacrifice of the Mass when Calvary is made 
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sacramentally present. Our attitude to all of the 
Sacraments, and to the preaching and proclamation of the 
word of God, and to the Church herself, ought be noted for 
its reverence because it is Christ who is the great Presence 
in each of these actions. Let us be on guard against the 
danger of familiarity. It can corrode our spiritual life, our 
love for Christ and our capacity for growth in holiness. 

In our Gospel today (John 1:6-8, 19-28) we have a 
magnificent example of profound reverence for the Person 
of Jesus Christ. St John the Baptist says, “I baptise with 
water, but among you stands one you do not know. He is 
the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie”. He was not worthy to undo 
Christ’s sandals. Let us set in place in our lives firm 
practices which will preserve in us a profound reverence 
whenever we are in the church before the holy Tabernacle, 
whenever we approach Christ in any of the Sacraments, 
whenever we hear the word of God read or preached by the 
Church’s pastors, whenever and wherever the things of 
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God and Christ are present in our lives. Let not familiarity 
breed disinterest and a failure of love. 


Second reflection: (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) 

Happiness It scarcely needs to be observed that 
there is so much suffering in the world. It is said that one 
of the major health problems in Australia is depression and 
general mental ill-health. There is still a considerable 
suicide rate among young people, and suicide is present 
among people of other ages as well. The point that can be 
made about this, I suppose, is that it is not hard to be 
unhappy. The challenge is to find happiness — and that is 
what we desire anyway. But it is a challenge and this 
challenge derives fundamentally from the fact that we are 
born into a fallen sinful condition and by our sins we tend 
to sink further in this condition. And so happiness easily 
eludes us. We could say that it is a great achievement to 
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attain a profound happiness in life. In our second reading 
today from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians, 
St Paul tells the Christians he was addressing that he 
wanted them to be “joyful always”. The implication is that 
this happiness ought be the normal condition of the 
Christian. Somehow it must be able to be present in the 
midst of suffering because while Our Lord endured 
unimaginable sufferings, it is inconceivable that he at any 
point lost happiness and his peace. Moreover, St Paul tells 
us in the same sentence that his readers were to “pray 
continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:lb- 
24). We will be able to do this, to be happy and to give 
thanks to God for everything, if we remain and grow “in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Let us learn to live “in Christ Jesus” and resolve to put 
on the virtues of the heart of Christ. We must come to 
know him, and by our closeness to him we will be 
transformed more and more into his image. As St Paul 
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says in the same second reading: “God has called you and 
he will not fail you.” 
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Monday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31:10; Is 35:4 Hear the word of 
the Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, 
our Saviour will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, O Lord, 
and, casting light on the darkness of our hearts, visit us 
with the grace of your Son. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 24: 2-7.15-17; Psalm 25:4-9; 

Matthew 21:23-27 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was 
teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him. By what authority are you doing these 
things? they asked. And who gave you this authority? 
Jesus replied, I will also ask you one question. If you 
answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. John’s baptism — where did it come from? 
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Was it from heaven, or from men? They discussed it 
among themselves and said, If we say, ‘From heaven’, he 
will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him? ’ But if we say, 

‘From men ’ — we are afraid of the people, for they all 
hold that John was a prophet. So they answered Jesus, We 
don’t know. Then he said, Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. (Matthew 21:23-27) 

The New Temple One of the many noteworthy 
things about Jesus Christ was how filled he was with the 
thought and teaching of the Scriptures. Christ quotes the 
Scriptures to show the authority of his ministry, to make 
his teaching clear and to illustrate their fulfilment in him. 
Scripture is a basic part of his ministry. Presumably his 
rising from the dead very early “on the third day” (perhaps 
within the first hour or so of it) — and not earlier — was 
precisely because the Scriptures had to be fulfilled. In 
every phase of His life and ministry he showed a reliance 
on Scripture. He never overruled it, but only corrected 
notions some had of it and clarified its proper 
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interpretation. His very high views of its inspiration and 
authority are striking. He describes himself in terms of 
Scripture. He is the “Bridegroom”, thus evoking the 
thought of Yahweh the Husband of his people. He is a 
King, as he admitted to Pilate — and his ministry was 
filled with allusions to the Kingdom of Heaven and of God. 
He referred to himself repeatedly as the Son of Man. All 
this referred to famous passages of the Scriptures, such as 
the visions of Daniel in which “the son of man” came 
“with the clouds of heaven” to “the Ancient of Days,” and 
“to him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that 
all ... should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion ...” (Daniel 7:13-14). The Christian should set 
the Person, the teaching and the human intellect and 
imagination of Jesus Christ within the context of the Old 
Testament. The holy Scriptures were the work of his own 
divine Spirit, the Spirit of God their Author. But there is 
one aspect of the teaching of the Scriptures which Christ 
appropriated to himself, and which we can easily miss. We 
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are reminded of it in a detail of our Gospel today: we are 
told that “Jesus entered the temple courts and it was while 
he was teaching” there that he was accosted by the chief 
priests and elders and asked for proof of his authority. 
Christ had entered the City, had gone into the Temple and 
cleansed it of its traffic. He then ministered there and 
taught at length therein. Christ’s profound link with the 
Temple and the allusions to this in the Scriptures ought be 
pondered. He himself is the new Temple. 

In the Gospel of St John, during the Feast of 
Tabernacles, Jesus declares to the crowd, “If any one thirst, 
let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as 
the scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart shall flow rivers of 
living water”’ (Jn 7:37-38). Now, there is no passage in 
the Old Testament, “Out of his heart shall flow rivers of 
living water.” Our Lord would seem, rather, to be drawing 
on the Book of Ezekiel’s Chapter 47. In the prophet’s 
great vision, immense waters flow from each side of the 
Temple, and they produce life on all sides. If this is our 
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Lord’s source, ultimately Ezekiel’s vision foretells not a 
stone building, but the true Temple, which is the Body of 
Christ, including Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church 
(Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 12:12, 27). But there is also 
the prophecy of Malachi. The Lord intended to fill His 
House with glory: by entering the Temple Himself: “Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to His 
Temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, 
will come” (Malachi 3:1). In narrating the cleansing of the 
Temple, Matthew tells us that Christ “said to them, “It is 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but 
you make it a den of robbers” (Matthew 21:13). “My 
house” may suggest that our Lord is referring to the 
Temple as his house. The same words appear in Mark’s 
account (11:17) as in Luke (19:45). (However, John, in 
his account of what may not be the same incident for he 
places it early in our Lord’s ministry (2:16), has our Lord 
referring to the Temple as “my Father’s house”). Earlier in 
Matthew’s Gospel, Christ makes the extraordinary claim, 
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“I tell you that something greater than the Temple is here” 
(12:6), before declaring Himself to be “Lord of the 
Sabbath” (12:8). He is greater than the Temple, and he is 
Lord of the Sabbath. In John 2:18-22, Christ claims to be 
the Temple that is to come: “Jesus answered them, 
‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’ 
They replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?’ But 
the temple he had spoken of was his body.” When Jesus 
died on the Cross, the veil of the Temple was torn in two 
(Matthew 27:51). By his death Christ became a new 
access to the Holy of Holies. 

In the second volume of his book, Jesus of Nazareth, 
Pope Benedict XVI develops the point. “The rejection and 
crucifixion of Jesus means at the same time the end of this 
Temple. The era of the Temple is over. A new worship is 
being introduced, in a Temple not built by human hands. 
This Temple is his body, the Risen One .... He himself is 
the new Temple of humanity” (pp. 21-22). Let us be 
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reminded of this dimension of the Person, the teaching and 
the mystery of Jesus Christ as we think of him today 
entering the temple courts and teaching there (Matt 21:23- 
27). 


Second reflection: (Matthew 21:23-27) 

The Prophecies One of the distinctive things about 
the religion of Israel when compared with other ancient 
religions was its expectation of a great king who was to 
come: the Messiah. Cardinal Newman in his book, A 
Grammar of Assent, reminds us that this expectation which 
distinguished Israel’s religion spread somewhat to other 
ancient peoples. We may have a manifestation of this 
spread in the coming of the Magi from the East. They had 
divined that a great king was to be born. An essential 
feature of the Person of Jesus is that he was long awaited, 
long promised, and that his coming was an essential 
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element in the religion revealed by God. It will enhance 
our appreciation and knowledge of Jesus our Lord if we 
take into account the wonderful prophecies about him. 
Today’s first reading from the book of Numbers (Numbers 
24:17) gives us one such prophecy which can increase our 
wonder at the gift from God that was Jesus. Balaam utters 
his oracle of what was to come. A leader will spring from 
Jacob, a sceptre will spring from Israel. At Christmas we 
celebrate his arrival. There were all sorts of expectations 
as to the precise form the Messiah’s work would take. In 
our Gospel today (Matthew 21:23-27), the chief priests and 
elders of the people demand to know from Our Lord the 
authority by which he did what he was doing. Our Lord in 
reply referred to the testimony of John about him, and John 
had testified that Jesus was the One who was to come. 
John himself seems to have been uncertain as to the exact 
contours of the Messiah’s mission and work, for after 
having testified to Our Lord, he sent disciples to him from 
prison to ask him if he was in fact the One who was to 
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come. Now, we who have the benefit of the full Scriptures, 
of the Church’s teaching and so much else to guide us, 
should strive to appreciate Our Lord for all he actually did 
for us and for what he expects of us. The greatest surprise 
of all was the centrality of the Cross in the work and 
mission of the Messiah. It means that following the Master 
into glory means following in his footsteps along the way 
of the Cross. Of course, this too was predicted in the 
Suffering Servant figure of Isaiah, and Our Lord instructed 
his disciples before and after his resurrection in how the 
Scriptures showed that the Messiah had to suffer. 

Let us use the prophecies of the Old Testament to 
appreciate more deeply the person and mission of Christ, 
and let us be clear in our own minds as to the place of the 
Cross in his and our life. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zechariah 14:5, 7 Behold, the 
Lord will come, and all his holy ones with him; and on that 
day there will be a great light. 

Collect O God, who through your Only Begotten Son 
have made us a new creation, look kindly, we pray, on the 
handiwork of your mercy, and at your Son's coming 
cleanse us from every stain of the old way of life. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3:1-2.9-13; Psalm 34:2-3, 6- 
7, 17-18, 19 and 23; Matthew 21:28-32; 

Jesus said, What do you think? There was a man who 
had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work today in the vineyard. ’ 7 will not, ’ he answered, but 
later he changed his mind and went. Then the father went 



190 


to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 7 
will, sir, ’ but he did not go. Which of the two did what his 
father wanted? The first, they answered. Jesus said to 
them, I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 
this, you did not repent and believe him. (Matthew 21:28- 
32) 


Repentance In our Gospel passage today, our Lord 
holds up the example of the first son who repented of his 
refusal to do what his father wanted. He is an example of 
repentance. Anyone who is familiar with the Sacred 
Scriptures is aware of the prominence in the Bible of the 
theme of the acknowledgement of sin and repentance. 
Responsibility for sin is accepted by the sinner, and pardon 
from God is sought. Now the regular reader of Scripture 
may be unaware of how unusual this was in the ancient 
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world. It is a moot point whether the admission of 
responsibility for offenses and true forgiveness was present 
in classical Greek and Roman thought. David Konstan, in 
his book Before Forgiveness: The Origin of a Moral Idea 
(Cambridge University Press, 2010), investigates carefully 
the theme of forgiveness in classical Greek thought. For 
instance, he considers Aristotle's treatment of the matter in 
his Rhetoric , and concludes that he does not treat of 
repentance and forgiveness but of appeasing anger. The 
case is similar in Aristotle's treatment in the Nicomachean 
Ethics. The true notion of forgiveness is absent, it seems, 
from the other philosophers as well — Plato and the Stoics 
in particular. The very idea of forgiveness was not a 
salient moral concept in the classical world. Konstan also 
analyses other literature, such as tragedy, comedy, and 
history. The wrongdoer regularly rejects responsibility and 
points to extenuating factors such as ignorance, passions, 
external compulsion, and the like. True repentance and 
forgiveness is missing. When Agamemnon wants Achilles 
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to be reconciled with him (The Iliad), he does not admit his 
responsibility, but excuses his behaviour by adducing a 
moment of god-sent madness. Again, Adrastus' suicide for 
having killed Croesus’ son does not come from any 
remorse, since he acted involuntarily, as Croesus himself 
acknowledges (Herodotus). Generally in the ancient world 
there is not repentance, remorse, or the promise of a change 
of heart before the gods. The idea of repentance is 
minimal. All of this indicates the profound tendency of 
natural, fallen man to avoid repentance. He evades 
responsibility for his moral failures before the gods and 
before man. 

This is exemplified in the Biblical account of the 
behaviour of the Man and the Woman in the Garden after 
they had sinned (Genesis 3:8-13). They are now in the 
presence of God who is walking in the Garden in the cool 
of the day. They hide themselves from his presence for 
fear, because they are aware they have sinned, having 
already experienced a form of undoing as a result. Then 
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the Man refuses to acknowledge responsibility before God: 
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
the fruit of the tree and I ate.” The Woman blamed the 
Serpent who had been in the Garden. Implicitly, God is to 
blame for the way he arranged things, and the Couple do 
not acknowledge that they personally sinned. 
Consequently, there is no formal pardon of them from God 
in this great chapter, only his sentencing and his promise 
that the Serpent’s head would be bruised or crushed by the 
seed of the Woman (3:15). This avoidance of 
responsibility for sin before God is consequent on the Fall, 
and as we have seen it pervades secular history and 
thought. True repentance is lacking. By contrast, in the 
inspired Old Testament there are plenty of passages 
recognizing sins against God, expressing repentance, a 
return to God, and forgiveness on God's part. David 
openly acknowledges his terrible sin when accused of it by 
Nathan the prophet (2 Samuel 12:13): “Then David said to 
Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord.” Many other 
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examples could be cited. This, then, is one of the notable 
differences between Revealed Religion and the general 
thought and culture of man in history. In the New 
Testament, and in particular in the Gospels, repentance and 
the acknowledgment of sin is prominent. John the Baptist 
begins his ministry with the call to repent — repentance 
from sin is the necessary path of preparation for the coming 
of the Kingdom of heaven (Matthew 3:2). The people 
came from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region about 
the Jordan and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. John accused the Pharisees 
and Sadducees of sin, and demanded of them that they 
“bear fruit that befits repentance” (Matthew 3:8). Once 
Christ began his public ministry of preaching, he called for 
repentance: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matthew 4: 17). 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 21:28-32), our Lord 
drives home the decisive importance of repentance. It is 
this which really matters. The first son is the example for 
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his hearers, for he repented. “Which of the two did what 
his father wanted? The first, they answered. Jesus said to 
them, I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 
this, you did not repent and believe him”. At every step of 
our journey to God we must acknowledge our sins and 
repent, turning to him with the heartfelt resolve to hear 
God’s word and put it into practice. Let us do that, then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 21:28-32) 

Conversion There have been some in history 
whose religious conversion has profoundly affected the 
memory and imagination of the Church. We think of St 
Paul, St Augustine, Newman, and others. Their story helps 
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us to appreciate the importance Our Lord himself gave to 
the need to repent. Our Lord began his public ministry 
calling on all to repent, for the Kingdom of God was near 
at hand, and John his great precursor preached repentance 
too. So important is repentance and conversion in 
Christianity, that some important currents of non-Catholic 
thought have based their religious system on a particular 
view of the nature of conversion. For instance, some 
currents of classic Evangelicalism regarded a certain kind 
of conversion (involving, for instance, a specific kind of 
experience, as well as “assurance”) as bringing with it 
regeneration and being, therefore, necessary for salvation. 
Whatever about that particular error, there is no 
questioning the importance of conversion in the Christian 
life, even though conversion can take any number of forms. 
In our Gospel today (Matthew 21:28-32), our Lord speaks 
to the chief priests and the elders of the people, who 
stubbornly refused assent. Many of the ordinary people — 
many of those regarded as sinners — recognised John the 
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Baptist as a pattern of true righteousness. So they believed 
him. The leaders “did not believe him, and yet the tax 
collectors and harlots did.” They had the example of faith 
before them, and yet “even after you saw this,” they “did 
not repent and believe him”. 

A most important area of our life in which we are 
called upon by Christ our Lord to change is in belief. We 
can stubbornly refuse to believe certain things. Our 
response to Christ has to be belief, belief in him and in 
what he reveals. We must repent, we must change, we 
must convert from anything that might lead us to refuse 
this belief. Let us make our prayer the prayer of that 
person in the Gospel who said: “Lord I do believe. Help 
my unbelief.” 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 2:3; 1 Cor 4:5 The Lord will 
come and he will not delay. He will illumine what is 
hidden in darkness and reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the coming 
solemnity of your Son may bestow healing upon us in this 
present life and bring us the rewards of life eternal. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 45:6-8.21-25; Psalm 85: 9 & 10, 

11-12, 13-14; Luke 7:19-23; 

John sent two of his disciples to the Lord to ask, Are 
you the one who was to come, or should we expect 
someone else? When the men came to Jesus, they said, 
John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who 
was to come, or should we expect someone else? ’ At that 
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very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses 
and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So 
he replied to the messengers, Go back and report to John 
what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached 
to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on 
account of me. (Luke 7:19-23) 

God’s ways The Gospel of St Luke portrays a few 
communications between Jesus Christ and John the Baptist. 
His Infancy Narrative (chapters 1 and 2) is deeply marked 
by his juxtaposition of the two and their profound 
relationship. At the meeting of Elizabeth with Mary, John 
leaps in the womb of Elizabeth for, as the Angel had 
foretold to Zechariah, “he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit even from his mother’s womb” (1:15). This is the 
Messiah’s first gift to John, a signal of his future mission to 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. Himself yet unborn, he 
anoints the unborn John with the Holy Spirit. That is their 
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first communication. The scene shifts to decades later, and 
the great prophet John is preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins (Luke 3:3). Jesus himself comes 
forward for this baptism of John, and at that the Holy Spirit 
descends upon him and the Father speaks to him from the 
heavens — we may liken it to Elijah being succeeded by 
Elisha who was granted a double portion of his spirit (2 
Kings 2:9-12). This was the second communication, and 
with that John begins his passing from the scene and Jesus 
assumes the ascendancy (Luke 3:19-20; 4:14). The scene 
then passes to the third communication. From his prison 
John sends two of his disciples to our Lord to ask, “Are 
you the one who was to come, or should we expect 
someone else?” (7:19-20). Some commentators have 
explained this scene as the opportunity John took to 
encourage further his disciples to follow Jesus. He sends 
them to Jesus to hear his testimony explicitly and formally, 
and so to believe. But Christ sends them back to John with 
his answer — it does seem that it is John himself who 
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needs the clarification. John had announced the coming of 
“the salvation of God” which “all flesh shall see” (3:8). He 
tells the multitudes that “even now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees” and every unfruitful tree will be “thrown 
into the fire” (3:9). So “he who is mightier than I” will be 
bearing an axe, and he “is coming” (3:16) - to throw “into 
the fire” those who are unfruitful. John imagines him as 
filled with might and as overwhelming evildoers. He 
himself is “not worthy to untie” his sandals. “He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” He will 
gather the wheat in his bam, while burning the chaff in 
endless fire (3:17). 

It does look as though John imagined the “one who is 
coming” in terms of decisive power, in which the good 
would be vindicated and the bad overcome in some clear 
and spectacular fashion. Perhaps he saw the baptizing with 
the Holy Spirit in these terms too. But Jesus appeared to 
be going about his business somewhat quietly. There was 
not the noise, the sound of victory, the divine day of 
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judgment that John may have somehow imagined , possibly 
drawing from the imagery of various of the prophets of the 
past. He may not have focussed on, say, the great passages 
about the Suffering Servant in (Deutero-Isaiah. He could 
not understand what was going on. His faith was not 
collapsing, but it may have been undergoing a true test 
with a view to its being highly purified and developed. 
There were things which a far greater person than he had 
not been able to understand either, one whose faith was 
without question. We read in the same Gospel of St Luke 
that when Mary (and Joseph) found the boy Jesus in the 
Temple, they did not understand “the saying which he 
spoke to them” (Luke 2:50). Mary’s faith was developed 
by her not being able to understand. Similarly, John does 
not seem to have understood what was going on with his 
all-holy Kinsman. It was not at all as he had imagined. 
Our Lord understood this, and told John’s disciples to 
return to their master and tell him what they were seeing 
him do. “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who 
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have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the good news is preached to the poor.” Interestingly, 
this is a direct pointer to the Book of Isaiah: “In that day 
the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their 
gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. The 
meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the poor 
among men shall exult in the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 
29:18-19). A little later the same prophet writes, “Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb sing for joy” (35:5-6). Again, “the 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me ... to bring good tidings to the 
afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted” 
(Isaiah 61:1). Christ was directing John’s gaze to 
prophecies which he may not have sufficiently considered. 

The point here is that all, even the holiest, must learn 
to let God be God. That is to say, God knows best. Job 
had to learn this in the midst of his difficulty in 
understanding the ways of God — allowing so much 
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suffering for the innocent. Our faith in God will be 
purified as we come to accept in obedience whatever God 
disposes. As our Lord says in a different context, but in the 
same Gospel: Wisdom is proved right by her actions 
(Matthew 11:19). God’s ways will show forth his 
unsurpassable and perfect wisdom. Let us then accept 
Jesus Christ as the Lord, and bow before his ways, 
entrusting ourselves to his divine wisdom and making his 
Way our own - for he is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 


Second reflection: (Luke 7:19-23) 

Faith At times one hears very religious people say 
(often in jest) that this or that saint to whom he has been 
addressing his requests is not of much use, and that 
therefore he is ‘giving up on him’. He has Tost faith’ in a 
particular saint. Of course, each person is quite free to 
follow his own devotion when it comes to particular saints, 
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but more serious is a deeper and allied problem. It is the 
problem of giving up on our Lord himself and ceasing to 
have much faith in him. It is not as uncommon as we may 
think. Many people do not believe very much in the power 
of prayer. Our Lord’s seeming inaction disappoints them 
and they give up and depend simply and instead on 
material and human helps to life, rather than on God. In 
our Gospel today (Luke 7:19-23), St John the Baptist is 
puzzled because he had expected something very different 
of our Lord from what he was hearing. He sends his 
disciples to ask if he is the One who was to come, and our 
Lord pointed to what he was doing, with the appeal: “the 
Good News is proclaimed to the poor and blessed is the 
man who does not fall away on account of me”. No matter 
what happens to us, and no matter what might be Our 
Lord’s action or seeming inaction in the face of our needs, 
we must never lose faith in him. Blessed will we be if we 
do not lose faith in him. All too often people turn away 
from God in anger, or in indifference, or in any one of 
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several different forms and degrees of unbelief, because 
they have not obtained the satisfaction of their wishes. 
They begin to lose faith in Our Lord. 

As we think of Our Lord’s words to John the Baptist 
in today’s Gospel, let us resolve to maintain our faith in 
Our Lord no matter what might happen, and whatever be 
the appearances. We must live not by mere appearances, 
but by faith — faith in Our Lord whatever be the seeming 
outcome or course of events. This is the path to 
blessedness because it is the path of faith. We remember 
what Our Lord said to Thomas after his resurrection: “You 
believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet believe.” 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Advent B-l 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118):151-152 You, O 
Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I 
have known of your decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Unworthy servants that we are, O Lord, grieved 
by the guilt of our deeds, we pray that you may gladden us 
by the saving advent of your Only Begotten Son. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 54:1-10; Psalm 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11- 

12a, & 13b; Luke 7:24-30 

And when the messengers of John had departed, Jesus 
began to speak to the people about John. “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 
wind? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who go in for fine 
clothes and live luxuriously are to be found at court! Then 
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what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written: 7 will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you. ’ I tell you, among those 
born of women there is no-one greater than John; yet the 
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 
All the people, even the tax collectors, who heard him, 
acknowledged God’s plan as right by accepting John’s 
baptism. But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected 
God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been 
baptized by John. ” (Luke 7:24-30) 

God is Right I suppose we could say that there 
are, broadly, at least two approaches to life. One person 
sees life as an arena for a personal adventure or enterprise. 
He sets out to do things that attract him and so he builds his 
life by using all the talent and opportunity he can summon. 
He may succeed, he may fail, but the entire thing is 
perceived as his personal project. The other person has 
understood that life has come from the hand of God. God 
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has a plan, an intention. The aim of life is, this person 
sees, not so much to build up one’s own enterprise as to 
implement the intention and the enterprise of God, the Lord 
of all. These are radically different approaches. The first 
person may not think much of God. When he does think of 
God, he perhaps scarcely regards him as real anyway. 
What is his attitude to the talk of God’s will, his plan, his 
intentions for man and the world? If he gets around to 
thinking of this in any way seriously, he is suspicious and 
implicitly thinks that God’s plan would not be right. His 
own plans, rather, are what are right. The next person is 
not at all suspicious of God’s plans — he implicitly, even 
instinctively, thinks that they would be right. If anything, 
he would be very suspicious of the rightness of his own 
plans if they were conceived independently of God’s. This 
matter of the creature making a judgment on the Creator’s 
judgment, of his deciding on the rightness or otherwise of 
God’s plan and will, is a very fundamental matter. The 
judgment on the rightness of God may be implicit or 
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explicit, but its ominousness has to be recognized. It is a 
major issue in the great Biblical account of the Fall of man. 
Genesis places before us the creation by God of the Man 
and the Woman in the Garden — and all is well and 
beautiful. But suddenly the Serpent is found there, and he 
“was more crafty” than any other wild animal that God had 
made. He enters into communication with the Woman, and 
immediately sows a suspicion in her mind about the 
rightness of what God required of her. “Did God say, ‘You 
shall not eat from any tree in the garden?’” — of course, 
God did not require this, but the Serpent is implanting a 
suspicion that God is to be judged as not good, that he is 
unreasonable, that he is wrong to direct as he did. 

Let us often contemplate the scene from the third 
chapter of Genesis, because it is very important. The 
Woman replies to the Serpent’s insinuating question that 
she and the Man may eat of any tree except the tree in the 
middle of the garden, for if that is eaten they will die. 
They have been divinely warned, and the warning, of 
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course, should be viewed as an act of love. But the Serpent 
lunges with his disagreement. God has told an untruth and 
this is because he is not good to you: “You will not die; for 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened and you will be god-like, knowing good and evil” 
(3:1-5). In fact, if you eat of it you will be able to decide 
for yourself what is good and evil, just as a god might. 
You will be God’s equal and independent of his moral law, 
for you will have the power and the wisdom to decide on 
that law yourselves. The Woman entertained the thought, 
accepted it as a pleasing prospect, decided that she would 
thenceforth be her own master, and rebelled against the 
Creator. She decided that God was not right and that she 
would now decide what was right. She proposed this to the 
Man her husband, and he ate of the fruit too. God was not 
right - they were right. It was a terrible rebellion, with full 
knowledge and consent. All of this brings us to our Gospel 
today in which our Lord contrasts the reaction of “all the 
people, even the tax collectors,” to John’s ministry and 
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baptism with that of “the Pharisees and experts in the law.” 
It turned on their judgment of the rightness of God’s plan 
as manifested in the baptism of John. Let us contemplate 
our Lord’s words: “I tell you, among those bom of women 
there is no-one greater than John; yet the one who is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he. All the people, 
even the tax collectors, who heard him, acknowledged 
God’s plan as right (edikainsan ton theon ) by accepting 
John’s baptism. But the Pharisees and experts in the law 
rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had 
not been baptized by John” (Luke 7:24-30). The heart of 
the difference between the two groups was the 
acknowledgment of God’s plan as being right, by 
accepting John’s baptism. Let us ponder our Lord’s words, 
and appreciate their implications. 

One of the tendencies of the modern secular age is to 
discount the importance not of wrongdoing but of sin. Sin 
does not matter much — but of course wrongdoing does. 
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Let the Christian be distinguished for his sense of the 
seriousness of sin. It must be avoided. Let each of us 
appreciate the offence in anything which suggests that God 
is not right in what he wants. As our Lord says in another 
context, wisdom is proved right by her actions (Matthew 
11:19). God’s wisdom, his will, his plan is right, and our 
whole life ought bear witness to that eternal fact. 


Second reflection: (Isaiah 54:1-10) 

God is Love It has been pointed out that the 
character and shape of a religion unfolds from the image of 
God which is at its root. Not only will a religion be thus 
affected by its image or conception of God, but a 
civilization will similarly be shaped by it. When we 
consider primal religions and the world religions of 
mankind, we can point to a fundamental feature of what 
Judaism and Christianity term “Revealed Religion.” It is 
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that God, in the words of one of the letters of St John, is 
love. And so it is that in the first reading of today that is 
from the book of Isaiah (Isaiah 54:1-10), God speaks to his 
people as Creator. The marvel is that as Creator he states 
that he will be Israel’s Husband. What god of any people 
addresses his people in this fashion? Repeatedly in the 
prophets God reveals that he regards himself as the 
Husband of his people. We ought immerse ourselves in 
these inspired texts so as gradually to realize their import. 
For the Christian it is a matter of realizing that God is his 
Father, and that he is God’s child, his adopted child. 
Christ came to make us children of God by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. We ought pray for a deep sense of this, and 
for the virtues that enable us to live as children of God. In 
every possible circumstance, in every upsetting situation, 
in every reversal, in good times and in bad, we ought 
interpret the situation in light of the fact that God is our 
heavenly Father. 



215 


We ought pray for the grace to imitate Jesus in this. 
By the power of his Holy Spirit he has brought it about that 
we are children of the Father. A central feature of any 
conversion is the embrace of this fundamental truth. God 
is love. He is mercy. He is my Father, I am his child. He 
is our Father, and we are his children. 

-- 
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Friday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come 
descending with splendour to visit his people with peace, 
and he will bestow on them eternal life. 

Collect May your grace, almighty God, always go before 
us and follow after, so that we, who await with heartfelt 
desire the coming of your Only Begotten Son, may receive 
your help both now and in the life to come. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 56:1-3.6-8; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; 

John 5:33-36 

Jesus said to the Jews, You have sent to John and he 
has testified to the truth. Not that I accept human 
testimony; hut I mention it that you may be saved. John 
was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a 
time to enjoy his light. I have testimony weightier than that 
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of John. For the very works that the Father has given me 
to finish, and which I am doing, testify that the Father has 
sent me. (John 5:33-36) 

Testimony and Works One striking feature 

about the public career of Jesus Christ was the rapid, 
almost instant moral authority it attained. Our Lord 
appeared out of nowhere, we might say. He had no public 
reputation or achievements to his credit prior to the 
commencement of his public ministry. He came out of the 
obscurity of Nazareth and simply began on the public 
scene. With that, his moral fame went ahead of him in 
leaps and bounds. It is not hard to account for this. Firstly, 
a great prophet, John, had pointed to him as far greater than 
himself, and had testified that he, Jesus, was the Object of 
the expectations and predictions of Revealed Religion. 
This itself was a novelty in the history of the chosen 
people. Abraham and the Patriarchs had not designated a 
living individual as occupying such a pivotal place, nor had 
Moses, nor had David, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah nor the other 
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prophets. At most they contributed to the general 
expectation of a coming Messiah. John, whom Christ 
declared to be the greatest of them, had defined (before the 
authorities) his mission as a Precursor for the One who was 
imminent and coming — and Jesus was that One. John 
himself had been assured from heaven of this, and he had 
seen the heavenly signs of the Spirit of God descending 
upon Jesus, accompanied by the Voice declaring him to be 
God’s beloved Son (Matthew 3:16-17; John 1:29-34). It is 
clear from the Gospels that in some sense this had been not 
only a testimony granted to John’s own disciples, but a 
public testimony because our Lord appealed to it when in 
dispute with the hostile religious authorities (Matthew 
21:23-27). So it was known that John had said of him, he 
is the One. This testimony was important, and clearly it 
was intended by heaven to give immediate authority to the 
public ministry of Jesus Christ. Elijah was to come — and 
Elijah (our Lord declared) was John the Baptist. The 
historical Elijah had passed his mantle on to Elisha who 
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received a double portion of his spirit. John passed from 
the scene in heroic witness. The mantle passed from him 
to Jesus who quickly far outstripped his holy Precursor, for 
the Spirit which had led John and the prophets was none 
other than the very Spirit of Jesus himself. The point here 
is that John’s testimony had its place in Christ’s immediate 
moral authority. 

But then, Christ not only received a prophetic 
authentication by John, but immediately surprised the 
people with his astounding supernatural powers. There had 
been nothing like it. To give but a few instances - there 
was the changing of water into wine. There was the 
healing of the royal official's son; the healing of the 
possessed man in Capernaum and of Simon Peter's 
mother-in-law; the healing of a leper after the Sermon on 
the Mount, of a centurion's servant, of a paralytic and of 
the one with the withered hand. There was the raising to 
life of the widow’s son, the healing of the woman with 
internal bleeding, the raising to life of the daughter of 
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Jairus. There was the healing of the two blind men, the 
mute demoniac, and the one with a 38 year-old paralysis. 
There was the feeding of the five thousand and the feeding 
of the four thousand, both with a mere handful of food. 
There was the walking on water, the healing of the girl 
possessed by a demon, the healing of a deaf man with a 
speech impediment, the healing of a blind man and of a 
man born blind. There was the healing of a boy possessed 
by a demon, the healing of a woman bent double with an 
18 year-old infirmity, and the healing of ten lepers. There 
was the spectacular raising of Lazarus from being dead for 
four days. There was the healing of blind Bar-Timaeus, the 
restoring of the man’s severed ear at Christ’s arrest in 
Gethsemane, and the miraculous catch of a great number of 
fish. No figure in the history of Israel had done works of 
such supernatural power so frequently and so varied in 
character. He bore within him the almighty power of God. 
He also declared that he was going to his death because of 
his witness to who he was. He foretold this, stating that he 
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would rise again, and that it would be by his own power. 
He also gave the date: it would be on the third day 
following his demise. No-body had done this before, and 
to cap it all off it turned out as he foretold. He did die — 
he allowed it to happen — and he rose exactly as he had 
foretold. With good reason Christ declares in our Gospel 
today (John 5: 33-36), “For the very works that the Father 
has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testify that 
the Father has sent me”. 

For all the so-called power of the likes of, say, 
Alexander the Great and the earliest of the Caesars, they 
were as nothing compared to this. For all his brilliance, 
Alexander was nothing without his troops. He could do 
nothing so much as to cure a common cold, and when he 
himself caught fever he died (doubtless weakened by his 
various wounds), and that was the end of him. We don’t 
know where he was buried. There are many things which 
prove with resounding affirmation that Jesus Christ is all 
he said he is, but our Gospel today invites us to think both 
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of the “testimony” of John, and of Christ’s own great 
“works.” Let us ceaselessly contemplate with loving 
reverence our adorable Redeemer, God and Brother. 


Second reflection: (John 5:33-36) 

Christ It has been said that a notable feature of 
certain schools of Protestant spirituality is their emphasis 
and dependence on the writings of St Paul. Well, one of 
the distinctive characteristics of Catholic spirituality is the 
constant contemplation of the Person of Christ as he is 
portrayed in the Gospels. The great Catholic saints have 
ever recommended the devout meditation on the Person of 
Jesus as he speaks and acts in the passages of the Gospels. 
This includes the contemplation of his very deeds — which 
means that we prayerfully and lovingly imagine him in his 
actions, walking, healing, raising from the dead, suffering, 
dying, rising. Our Lord refers to this in today’s Gospel. 
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He says of his works that they testify that he came from the 
Father. He is inviting his hearers to consider carefully 
what he was doing, his deeds, his works (John 5:33-36). 
They help us to come to know and love Jesus. During 
these days as we approach the celebration of Christ’s birth 
we ought immerse ourselves more and more deeply in the 
contemplation of the Person of Jesus, and the thought of 
his deeds will help us do this. We can do it by meditating 
at set times each day on passages of the Gospels, including 
the Gospel of the day. We can do it by the daily recitation 
of the Rosary, when we think of the Joyful, Luminous, 
Sorrowful and Glorious events (mysteries) of Our Lord’s 
life. This means contemplating him in his works, his 
deeds. The purpose of this is to come to know him in his 
sacred humanity, and in thus knowing him we come to love 
him and are more and more inspired to imitate him and to 
grow in his likeness. 

Christmas ought lead to a new appreciation of the 
centrality in human life and history of the Person of Jesus 
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Christ. He is God-with-us, and will never leave us. Let us 
resolve to give ourselves to him. 
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17 December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 49:13 Rejoice, O heavens, and 
exult, O earth, for our Lord will come to show mercy to his 
poor. 

Collect O God, Creator and Redeemer of human nature, 
who willed that your Word should take flesh in an 
ever-virgin womb, look with favour on our prayers, that 
your Only Begotten Son, having taken to himself our 
humanity, may be pleased to grant us a share in his 
divinity. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 49:2.8-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 
7-8,17; Matthew 1:1-17 

A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of 
David, the son of Abraham: Abraham was the father of 
Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah 
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and his brothers, Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, 
whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of 
Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was 
Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 
Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King 
David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother 
had been Uriah’s wife, Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of 
Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, Uzziah the father 
of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah, Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the 
father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the 
father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile 
to Babylon. After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the 
father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of 
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Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azov, Azor the father of 
Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, 
Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthau, 
Matthau the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called Christ. Thus there were fourteen generations 
in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the 
exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ. 
(Matthew 1:1-17) 

The Humanity of Christ In giving us a 

genealogy of Jesus Christ at the outset of his account (and 
Luke provides us with another, traced along a different 
line), Matthew shows that Christ was thoroughly man. 
Consider Pilate’s response to Jesus, as described in the 
Gospel of St John. He asked Jesus, “You are a king, 
then?” Thereupon our Lord said, yes — but only in a 
certain sense: “I am a king. This is why I was born, and 
why I have come into the world, to bear witness to the 
truth” (John 18:37). So at his trial Jesus said to the 
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Procurator that he had “come into the world.” What did 
Pilate make of this? Did he wonder about who this Jesus 
might be? Certainly, despite Christ’s declaration of some 
kind of kingship, he declared to the Jews that “I find no 
guilt in him.” But when “the Jews” fired back that Jesus 
“must die, because he has made himself Son of God” (John 
19:7), Pilate “feared the more.” He went straight back to 
Jesus and asked him “Where are you from?” Pilate’s fear 
may have been the fear of being reported to Rome for 
insensitivity towards the religious laws of the people he 
was governing. It could have been, though, a superstitious 
fear of laying his hand on some supernatural being before 
him — a son of the gods in the form of a man. It is plain 
that he had already begun to admire the man who had been 
brought into his presence. He was good, and in respect to 
the charges, guiltless — and Pilate said so. Matthew gives 
us another detail, that Pilate received a message from his 
wife warning him not to lay a finger “on that just man” — 
she had had a very anxious dream about him (Matthew 
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27:19). I mention Pilate simply to highlight a tendency 
that would emerge in some gnostic quarters, which was to 
think that, despite what was plain and obvious, Christ was 
not himself human and thoroughly of our flesh. So serious 
was this, and so contrary to the reality, that John gave it 
special emphasis at the very outset of his Gospel. “The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (1:14). In the 
first of his Letters, John states that “every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, is of 
God” (1 John 4:2). In the passage of our Gospel today, 
Matthew is making it plain that Christ was flesh of our 
flesh, bone of our bone. He had the DNA of a people, with 
its blood flowing through his veins. 

Jesus Christ the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 
was the son of David, and the son of Abraham. He was, 
like all of us, a descendant of Adam and Eve. He is our 
Brother, and in every way he was human. The one massive 
difference from our humanity is that in his case it was not 
wounded and deformed by sin. It was perfect and unsoiled 
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because the Person of Jesus, who had assumed our nature, 
was divine. Christ’s humanity was thus magnificent and 
most sacred. He was a most magnificent man, but truly 
man nevertheless. He did come from heaven in his Person. 
But as man and born of the Virgin Mary, he had the 
elements of the human race and of the chosen people 
before him flowing through and making up his humanity. 
So as we read the account of Christ’s genealogy as 
presented by Matthew, let us appreciate anew the wonder 
of the Incarnation. Let us always bear in mind that this 
Jesus who was and is divine, was thoroughly human, 
thoroughly man. This meant that in every way he could 
represent us in the great work of making up for the sins of 
the world. This brings us to the next point we are 
reminded of by the genealogy of St Matthew: that the man 
Jesus is the Christ. That is, he is the One who was coming, 
the Promised One, the Messiah. He is the Suffering 
Servant of the Book of Isaiah. He is the Son of Man to 
whom would be given the kingdom and the glory as 
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prophesied in Daniel. He is the Prophet predicted by 
Moses in Deuteronomy. St Matthew, by giving us the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ, gives us a symbol of the whole 
sweep of the Old Testament and the key to its proper 
understanding. The key is the One who was coming, and 
that Person St Matthew delivers for us at the end: “and 
Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom 
was born Jesus, who is called Christ. Thus there were 
fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, 
fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen 
from the exile to the Christ” (Matthew 1:1-17). The key to 
all of salvation history is Jesus Christ the son of David, son 
of Abraham, and Redeemer of the world. The further and 
most decisive point of all is that our Redeemer is divine — 
and this more than anything is the crux of the matter, the 
point most commonly denied, and the point for which he, 
the Messiah, bore witness unto death. 

This day is the first of a novena of days preparing us 
for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, son of 
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David, son of Abraham — and son of Adam, as Luke will 
point out in his alternate genealogy (Luke 3:23-38). He is 
the new Adam, the new beginning of the human race born 
again into a share in the life of God. By our baptism we 
are members of this new beginning. Let us resolve to make 
Jesus Christ our Master in everything, remaining deeply 
united to him in friendship and obedience, and growing 
constantly in the life of God which he has come to share 
with us. Let our celebration of Christmas be a new 
beginning of this for us. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 1:1-17) 

The Old Testament Time and again during his 
public ministry Our Lord referred to the Law, the Psalms 
and the Prophets — in other words, the Scriptures. He 
referred to them as pointing to him. He was the true 
meaning of the Scriptures. If one wished to know what the 
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Scriptures taught and what was their real meaning, they 
were to look to him and accept him for who he claimed to 
be. The Scriptures foretold his coming and they foretold 
his sufferings and his glory. On the day Our Lord rose 
from the dead he met the two disciples on their way to 
Emmaus, downcast. Their hopes had been dashed with his 
death. But no! He taught them from the Scriptures that the 
Messiah had to suffer and so enter into his glory. His 
sufferings were the foundation of all man’s hopes, and in 
this he pointed to the Scriptures. Now, this is, of course, 
the teaching of St Matthew whose genealogy we have 
before us in today’s Gospel (Matthew 1:1-17). What can 
we say is the meaning of this genealogy, this tracing of Our 
Lord’s ancestry back to David and then to Abraham? It 
intends, among other things, to show that the entire Old 
Testament, all that God had been revealing and doing, for 
and in the midst of his chosen people, pointed to the 
coming Messiah who was Jesus. Jesus is the Promised 
One who would fulfil all the hopes of the prophets and all 
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that God had predicted for his people and for mankind. As 
we read and listen to the Old Testament, especially as it is 
presented to us in the Church’s liturgical year, we ought 
have constantly in mind what and who it is all pointing to. 
The Old Testament, represented by Matthew’s genealogy, 
throws light on the Incarnation and the Redemption that 
was to come, and the Redemption throws light on it. 

During these last days of Advent as we prepare to 
celebrate the coming of the Redeemer, let us think of the 
grand preparation that God was providing for it. Let us 
enter into that preparation so as to welcome Christ anew 
into our hearts with a new appreciation and commitment. 


Vb»©«dv 





235 


Fourth Week of Advent 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 45:8 Drop down dew from 
above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just 
One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 

Collect Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace 
into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ 
your Son was made known by the message of an Angel, 
may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his 
Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:1-5. 8b-12.14a.16; Psalm 
89: 2-5, 27, 29; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38. 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
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The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and 
said, “Greetings, you who full of grace! The Lord is with 
you. ” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found 
favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and 
he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom 
will never end. ” “How will this be, ” Mary asked the 
angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will 
be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 
to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is 
impossible with God. ” “I am the Lord’s servant, ” Mary 
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answered. '‘May it be to me as you have said. ” Then the 
angel left her. (Luke 1:26—38) 

The Annunciation While it was very unusual in the 
Old Testament for a person’s birth to be foretold, it was not 
unknown. It occurred, for instance, at the beginning of the 
story of the chosen people: God promised Abraham that his 
wife — whom he was to rename Sarah — would be 
blessed with a son, and that she would be the mother of 
nations (Genesis 17:15-16). The son’s name would be 
Isaac, and God would establish his covenant with him 
(17:19). This promise flowed from the covenant God 
established with Abraham, with his promise that he would 
be the father of many nations (Genesis 17:1-8). Again, 
when the wife of Isaac conceived, God revealed to her the 
birth of twins, and that the younger would be the greater 
(Genesis 25:23). We read in the Book of Judges of the 
birth of Samson — it too was foretold. The Angel of the 
Lord appeared to the wife of Manoah and said to her that 
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she would conceive and bear a son. He would begin to 
deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines (Judges 13:2- 
5. And so it turned out: she bore a son and called him 
Samson. The Lord blessed him and the Spirit of the Lord 
began to stir in him (13:24-25). So the Annunciation by 
the Angel Gabriel to Mary (as to Zechariah, the father of 
John the Baptist) was not without precedent, but it is 
surpassing in its quality. There is no equal to it in the 
Scriptures. Uniquely, it is to a Virgin that the heavenly 
messenger announces God’s plan that she be mother of the 
Messiah. There is no precedent for this, though it is 
foretold in a few isolated prophecies. There is the 
prophecy of Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14), the prophecy in the 
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:15), and perhaps that of 
Jeremiah 31:22. So it is that the Angel presents himself 
before the holy maid. He addresses her with the utmost 
respect. Mary is full of God’s grace and the Lord is most 
certainly with her in every respect. She is not to fear at all, 
for she has God’s favour. That is to say, in her God is well 
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pleased — it is a statement that is not unlike what God 
would say of Jesus at his Baptism and at the 
Transfiguration: he is my beloved. In him I am well 
pleased. The angelic praise accorded her is among the 
highest in the Scriptures. Mary’s response to the Angel’s 
announcement crowns the picture of her: I am the Lord’s 
servant. Let it be to me as God has willed. 

But of course, the principal focus of the Annunciation 
by the Angel is the holy Child whom the Virgin will 
conceive by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Angel has 
come to speak of him, and it is of him that we ought think 
as we contemplate this Gospel scene. The Child will be a 
son, a boy. He will be “great” — let us note that Christ 
would speak of John the Baptist as “great.” There was no 
“greater” than John the Baptist bom of woman (Matthew 
11:11). There Christ speaks of John as great before men. 
In the Angel’s words to Zechariah before John’s birth, he 
stated that he would be great before God (Luke 1:15). That 
is to say, he would be great, not only in the estimation of 
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men, but in God’s estimation. But notice that the Angel 
gives no qualification to the greatness of the Messiah who 
is to be bom of the Virgin. He will simply be great (Luke 
1:33). Who is simply great, great without any further 
qualification? It is surely God — Mary in her Magnificat 
in the presence of Elizabeth extols the greatness of God. 
My soul proclaims (megalunei) the greatness of the Lord, 
she says (Luke 1:46). So Mary will proclaim that the Lord 
is great, and in the salutation of the Angel, the unborn 
Messiah is said to be great. He will be called the Son of 
the Most High — and this is the first designation of him by 
the Angel. It is his most unique feature, and the immediate 
cause of the rising and the falling of many. He will be a 
sign of contradiction, and the most special cause of this 
contradiction will be his claim to be Son of the Most High, 
the One transcending all. It is this which far exceeds all 
other titles of any other religious leader or teacher in the 
world. No prophet approaches him, and no religious leader 
outside revealed religion can compare with him, for he is, 
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as the Angel goes on to term him, the Son of God. John 
the Baptist would say that he himself was not worthy to 
stoop down to undo the strap of his sandal. He is simply 
great precisely because he is the Son of the Most High, 
Son of God. Before she conceived him in the womb, Mary 
was given a clear intimation of his divinity. He is also the 
One prophesied in the Book of Daniel who will inherit the 
eternal dominion (Daniel 7:14). “The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end” 
(Luke 1:26-38). 

Let us contemplate Jesus and Mary in this pivotal 
passage of Scripture. Jesus Christ is the marvel of our 
race, above all because he is divine - divine in his Person, 
while possessing a nature that is divine, and as well, a 
nature that is entirely human. In him we have access to 
every heavenly blessing. From him we receive the grace of 
transformation into his likeness. Mary his mother has been 
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given to us to be our mother too, and she by her prayers 
and her example leads us to him. She is our great helper, 
the help of every Christian desirous of being like the 
Master. Let us cultivate a deep love for Jesus and Mary in 
our daily life, and let us celebrate Christmas with them 
both. 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:26-38) 

Jesus Christ In 2005, reports of riots in Sydney 
spread throughout the world. At the time I had a niece 
staying in Brazil, and a couple of days after the riots she 
sent me a message telling me she had heard about them. 
There was discussion in the media about what were the 
causes of this trouble, and one person who was interviewed 
considered that one factor had been the gradual loss in our 
society of a culture of respect among people. This loss of 
respect showed itself in a loss of good manners, taking 
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people for granted, and a harshness towards others. I 
introduce this observation here because a habit of 
disrespect towards others can affect our attitude to God 
himself. Our culture and our society can condition us in 
certain ways, if we are not on guard. For instance, in a 
society in which there has been a loss of a sense of sin, 
there is the ever-present danger that the Christian citizen 
can be affected by this and lose his sense of sin. So too, we 
need to foster within ourselves the habit of being 
respectful. The basis of this virtue of respect and reverence 
is the recognition of the dignity of each person. The basis 
of this dignity is that each person is God's creature, indeed 
his child by grace, and made in his image. Parents ought 
instil this sense of the dignity of each person into their 
children. If we are respectful to others, we will be more 
likely to be respectful to God and to recognise just who 
God is. This will be the basis of an attitude of love and 
adoration. We will be less likely to take Christ himself for 
granted. In our Gospel today (Luke 1:26-38) the archangel 
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Gabriel appears to a young woman in an obscure village of 
Galilee to announce a momentous message. Let us notice 
how respectful the angel was to the virgin Mary herself. 
He recognised the greatness of her dignity, and addressed 
her as the one who is full of grace, all holy. He also had a 
profound respect for the very message that he was bearing 
from God. 

Consider the Angel’s message. He had come to 
announce that the long-awaited Messiah was about to come 
and that she, the virgin Mary, was chosen by God to be his 
mother. He came to tell her this and to ask her consent. 
The One to come was a divine Person, the Son of the Most 
High. “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever.” If we aspire to love Christ we must profoundly 
respect him, and for this to happen we must bear in mind 
who he is. God was sending to mankind and to each 
human person an extraordinary gift, the gift of his own 
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divine Son who would have a unique task, to redeem the 
world and each person in it. The plan of God was to unite 
to his Son each person who accepted the invitation. By 
being in Jesus, one would become a child of God and share 
in the life of God. Now, it is very easy to take all this for 
granted, and not to have much real respect for it. It is very 
easy to be relatively indifferent to the gift of God. One of 
the purposes of birthdays is to celebrate the person whose 
birthday it is. It is the time to appreciate again the wonder 
and the value of that person. So, too, with Our Lord’s 
birthday on Christmas day. It is the opportunity to 
appreciate again the wonder of the Incarnation, the wonder 
of God becoming one of us and remaining with us forever, 
and giving us a share in his own divine life. Jesus is with 
us now, and he will be with us to the end. No matter what 
might happen in life, we have Jesus with us always, and in 
Jesus we have every heavenly blessing. So let us strive 
during these final days of Advent to appreciate anew the 
Person of Jesus our Redeemer and to make him our great 
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treasure. There is nothing greater God could give us than 
his Son. In him we have everything worthwhile, 
everything lasting. 

Let us then resolve to ask God our Father to help us to 
know, appreciate and to love his Son, and to make union 
with him the goal of life. Let us be on guard against failing 
to respect this gift. It is so easy to take our Faith, the 
Church and Jesus himself, for granted. 
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18 December 

Entrance Antiphon Christ our King is coming, he is the 
Lamb foretold by John. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who are 
weighed down from of old by slavery beneath the yoke of 
sin, may be set free by the newness of the long awaited 
Nativity of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 

18-19; Matthew 1:18-25 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found with child through the 
Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous 
man, and unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to send 



248 


her away quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child 
has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are 
to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. ” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means “God is with us. ” When Joseph awoke, he 
did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
his wife into his home. He had no relations with her prior 
to the birth of her son, and he named him Jesus. (Matthew 
1:18-24) 

Joseph It is clear that, in Matthew’s account of the 
birth of the Messiah, it is Joseph’s perspective that he 
primarily assumes. The genealogy of Christ which he 
presents is that of Joseph: beginning from Abraham it 
passes through David and the deportation to Babylon on to 
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“Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was bom” (Matthew 1:1-16). That is the 
introduction, and when explaining the conception of Christ, 
once again it is Joseph’s perspective which is given. 
Joseph was not Christ’s natural father. While Mary was 
tmly his mother, he had no human father: “before they 
came to live together she was found to be with child of the 
Holy Spirit”. That Mary was already a mother was the 
manifest fact which presented itself to Joseph, betrothed to 
Mary. What was he to do? We cannot know what exactly 
he made of the situation before him for we are not told. It 
suggests that he simply could not make anything of the 
situation, in terms of explanation. It was beyond his 
understanding — he did not and could not consider Mary 
to be adulterous, for he was “a just man.” What do I 
mean? Let us consider this. There is an intimate 
connection between a person’s moral life and moral stature 
and his judgments as to the meaning of things before him. 
John Henry Newman, in his analysis of the elements that 
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go to make right judgments in matters moral and religious, 
stressed uprightness of life. It is the upright man who is 
able best to judge in such cases. We read in the Book of 
Wisdom that ungodly men “reasoned unsoundly” (2:1), and 
that “thus they reasoned, but they were led astray for their 
wickedness blinded them” (2:21). Their wickedness 
blinded them. Whereas “those who trust in him (God) will 
understand truth” (3:9), and “the fruit of good labours is 
renowned and the root of understanding does not fail” 
(3:15). There is an intimate link between goodness of life 
and understanding, especially in matters moral and 
religious. Joseph was a “just man” — indeed, the Church 
has come to see that he was superlatively “just”. This 
moral factor, which is to say his own high moral probity, 
added power and sureness to his perception of Mary’s 
person and moral character. 

When we look at the inspired text carefully, there is 
no suggestion that Joseph doubted Mary’s moral character. 
But there is every suggestion that he was plunged in the 
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depths of a holy perplexity. He just did not know what to 
make of the situation. So, intending before God to do what 
was right and best, and absolutely resolved not to cause her 
any “shame”, he decided to “send her away privately” 
(1:19). It doubtlessly was the greatest crisis of his life to 
that point, and he was at sea in terms of having a clear path 
before him. Of all human persons, Mary herself was of the 
greatest moral stature. Joseph, the sense of the Church has 
come to see, was next after her in goodness of soul. Here 
we have a paradigm instance of how the best persons can 
find themselves at a loss in finding a “happy” solution to 
things. Mary was totally submissive to the will of God, 
and Joseph was simply “righteous”. But there was no 
“happy” and easy way out of the predicament. All they 
could do was rely on God, and Joseph, having to make 
some practical decision, did so. Then the blessing came 
from heaven to Joseph, and it consisted in a revelation of 
the will of God. He was told the meaning of Mary’s 
situation, and what he was to do. “Joseph, son of David, 
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do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins” (1:20-21). It reminds us that the 
one thing necessary is to seek the will of God and do it. 
When we cannot see what the will of God is, we must do 
our very best to act on what we can see, and it may well be 
that God will bestow on us the blessing of knowing his will 
more accurately and deeply. Even so, we must then, like 
Joseph, do God’s will when it is made clear to us. Joseph 
is presented in the Infancy narrative of St Matthew’s 
Gospel as the protector of the Virgin Mary and her all-holy 
Son. He is their protector, the husband of Mary and the 
foster-father of the Messiah. He fulfills his role as 
protector precisely by doing the will of God. This is the 
key to everything, and all will ultimately fall to pieces if 
man does not endeavour to know the will of God and to do 
it. 
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It is said that Saint Teresa of Avila, renowned 
reformer of the Carmelite Order in the sixteenth century 
and doctor of the Church, would (evoking the directive in 
Genesis 41: 45) tell all to “Go to Joseph!” Let us pray to 
him often, asking him for his protection for he is, by papal 
decree, the protector of the Universal Church. 
“Remember, O most chaste spouse of the Virgin Mary, that 
never was it known that any who implored your help and 
sought your intercession were left unassisted. Full of 
confidence in your power, I fly unto you, and beg your 
protection. Despise not, O foster-father of the Redeemer, 
my humble supplication but in your bounty hear and 
answer me.” 
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19 December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 10:37 He who is to come will 
come and will not delay, and now there will be no fear 
within our land, for he is our Saviour. 

Collect O God, who through the child-bearing of the holy 
Virgin graciously revealed the radiance of your glory to the 
world, grant, we pray, that we may venerate with integrity 
of faith the mystery of so wondrous an Incarnation and 
always celebrate it with due reverence. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 13:2-7.24-25; Psalm 71:3-6, 

16-17; Luke 1:5-25. 

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest 
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of 
Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 
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Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing 
all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. 
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; 
and they were both well along in years. Once when 
Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as 
priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord 
and burn incense. And when the time for the burning of 
incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying 
outside. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with 
fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the 
name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many 
will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other 
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
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even from birth. Many of the people of Israel will he bring 
back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord. ” Zechariah asked the angel, “How 
can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 
along in years. ” The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I 
stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak 
to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be 
silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, 
because you did not believe my words, which will come 
true at their proper time. ” Meanwhile, the people were 
waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so 
long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak 
to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, 
for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to 
speak. When his time of service was completed, he 
returned home. After this his wife Elizabeth became 
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pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. “The 
Lord has done this for me, ” she said. “In these days he 
has shown his favour and taken away my disgrace among 
the people. ” (Luke 1:5-25) 

God and the World At the outset of our Gospel 
passage today we are given the political context of the 
divine intervention in the life of the “priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of 
Abijah.” It occurred “in the days of Herod the king of 
Judea.” Let us consider this historical backdrop which 
Luke chooses to provide, together with, more importantly, 
its implications. Luke brings before us the figure of Herod 
the Great — an ogre in Matthew’s Gospel for his devious 
and ruthless attempt on the life of the infant Messiah. 
Herod was a remarkably adroit political chess-player and 
his career was one of great worldly success. He was a son 
of Antipater the Idumaean. At about 109 BC, the 
Idumaeans (south-east of Judea between the Dead Sea and 
the Gulf of Aqaba) were brought under subjection by John 
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Hyrcanus (the son of Simon Maccabaeus and nephew of 
Judas Maccabaeus), and were obliged to live as Jews. 
Josephus explains that Antipater's family converted to 
Judaism during these forced conversions. Antipater (died 
43 BC), the father of Herod, was Governor of Idumea and 
had helped both Pompey the Great and then Julius Caesar 
in the Orient, and the favour of Rome brought his family 
into prominence and power. In 47 BC Antipater received 
the much-coveted title of Roman citizen and the 
appointment to the procuratorship of Judea, Samaria, and 
Galilee. After the assassination of Caesar, Antipater was 
forced to side with Gaius Cassius Longinus against Mark 
Antony. So Herod came from a family that was street-wise 
in the international politics of the day, and alert to the 
business of keeping on the winning side. What mattered 
was retaining power and understanding that might is right. 
Herod, the son of Antipater, was born 73 B.C., and he is 
first mentioned as governor of Galilee, by his father’s 
appointment. Among the rapidly changing scenes of 
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Roman history Herod kept the goodwill of fortune's 
favourites. In 40 B.C. the young Octavian and Antony 
obtained for him from the Roman senate the crown of 
Judea, and between these two powerful friends he, a 
nominal Jew because Idumean, went up to the temple of 
Jupiter to thank the gods of Rome. He at first sided with 
Mark Antony and when he fell, won the acceptance and 
favour of Octavian. Herod became a horror in his family, a 
tyrant over his territories, and a great wonder as a builder. 

Much could be narrated about Herod the Great, and 
about his well-known father, and his notorious sons. One 
may say that he presents a picture of a scheming man of the 
world who made it his business to get to the top whatever 
be the cost to anyone, and succeeded. He died a depraved 
death and was buried with great pomp by his son and 
appointed heir, Archelaus, who, educated at Rome, went on 
to his varied career. Such was the backdrop of our Gospel 
passage today, and Luke reminds us of it in his mention of 
Herod the Great. Let the thought of Herod remind us of so 
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much of the history of fallen man, all of whom by nature 
are under — as St Paul writes in his Letter to the Romans 
— the power of sin (Romans 3:9). Human history presents 
its powerful people, its arena of jostle, success and failure, 
and its array of those judged to be important. We who are 
citizens of the world may easily be sucked into thinking 
that the world’s important ones, those who succeed in the 
business of the world, are indeed the ones who matter. But 
look at where God chose to intervene. Herod, of course, 
was utterly ignored, as were the power-players of the day. 
Pompey, Caesar, Mark Antony, Octavian, all these were 
by-passed by the Lord of heaven and earth who by his 
creative finger sustained them in all their ruthless and 
blood-stained posturings. Our Gospel passage tells us that 
“In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest 
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of 
Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 
Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing 
all the Lord’s commandments and regulations 
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blamelessly.” Quietly, under the befuddled and scheming 
hand of the great Herod, there was a holy and obscure 
couple. The business of their lives was to observe the 
Lord’s commandments. In God’s sight they were the 
important ones in the world, not the likes of Herod and his 
impossible family. It was to Zechariah, this obscure and 
holy priest, that God sent his Angel. Zechariah and 
Elizabeth were privileged to be chosen to toll the bell of 
the world’s redemption. They were chosen to be the 
parents of the Precursor, of him who would announce and 
point to the Messiah who would take away the sin of the 
world — that sin so spectacularly represented by Herod 
and his coterie. 

Let us understand that there are two great Standards 
before us. There is the Standard of Jesus Christ, and there 
is the Standard of Satan. When Christ was tempted in the 
wilderness by Satan, the demon showed him in an instant 
of time all the kingdoms of the world. He said that all 
these belong to him, and that he may give them to 
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whomsoever he please. That was bravado, but it had in it a 
fair grain of truth. Let us take our stand by the side of 
Jesus Christ and hold up in our hands his Standard. Our 
fight is against the other Standard. Let our way be that of 
Christ, his forever! 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:5-25) 

Human weakness Much of the writing of history 
amounts to the celebration of the deeds and achievements 
of persons of influence. Human greatness is measured by 
human achievements. But when we turn to the Scriptures 
it is God’s achievements that we especially celebrate, and 
at least in the history of salvation there is a notable feature 
of these achievements. It is that God’s power seems to be 
especially active in the midst of human weakness. Human 
greatness, in the Scriptures, is not dependent on human 
achievements. Our Gospel passage today is a case in point. 
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In our text we are told of the appearance of the angel 
Gabriel to Zechariah to tell him of the wonderful news of 
the coming birth of John (Luke 1:5-25). From his mother’s 
womb he would be filled with the Holy Spirit. He would 
be exceptionally holy, and would have an exceptionally 
holy mission. Years later he received the highest praise 
from Our Lord himself. Zechariah and Elizabeth, the angel 
informed him, would be John’s parents, despite their age. 
Now, what was Zechariah’s response? He doubted that it 
could happen. He doubted the power of God to do such a 
thing of greatness and mercy. For this he was struck dumb, 
though it is obvious from what followed that he remained a 
good and very holy man. This incident surely reminds us 
of the power of God at work in all that was connected with 
the Incarnation. At Christmas we shall celebrate God the 
Son becoming man by the power of the Holy Spirit. We 
think of God’s almighty power which reveals his loving 
mercy. 
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Whenever we are conscious of our weakness we 
ought derive strength from the thought of God’s power and 
place our faith in it, knowing that God can show his power 
in the midst of our human weakness. 


Third reflection: (Psalm 71:8) 

My mouth is filled with your praise, declaring your 
splendour all day long. The psalmist praises God and 
his glory, and this is a sentiment that ought fill our hearts 
during the final days of Advent. As Christmas approaches 
we ought be giving glory to God more and more for his 
stupendous plan of salvation. The very thought of God 
sending his own divine Son to dwell among us, and of his 
divine Son being born into a humble family, and living in 
obscurity and relative poverty at Nazareth, ought fill us 
with wonder. There is a great beauty in all that God does. 
God is surpassingly rich, and he became poor that each of 
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us who are poor might become rich, rich in God. During 
these days let us prayerfully think about all that God has 
done for our salvation. Let us think about Bethlehem, and 
how God chose this humble path as his way of saving 
mankind. If this was his way, it ought then be our way, 
which is to say the way of humility, of poverty of spirit and 
of meekness. 

Our way ought be that of generosity towards those 
who are poor, just as God in his unending generosity 
enriched us who are poor. This is the way of Christ, who 
will give us the strength to live according to the Gospel. 
He has already given us the strength for this in giving us 
his grace, and he can give us great strength to follow his 
way with much more fidelity and generosity. Let us pray 
for this great grace during these days of Advent as we 
approach Christmas. 


Vb»©«dv 
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20 December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 11:1; 40:5; Lk 3:6 A branch 
shall sprout from the root of Jesse, and the glory of the 
Lord will fill the whole earth, and all flesh will see the 
salvation of God. 

Collect O God, eternal majesty, whose ineffable Word 
the immaculate Virgin received through the message of an 
Angel and so became the dwelling-place of divinity, filled 
with the light of the Holy Spirit, grant, we pray, that by her 
example we may in humility hold fast to your will. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 


5-6; Luke 1:26-38 
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In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name 
was Mary. The angel went to her and said, Greetings, you 
who are full of grace! The Lord is with you. Mary was 
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, Do not be 
afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end. How will this 
be, Mary asked the angel, since I am a virgin ? The angel 
answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth 
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month. For nothing is impossible with God. I am the 
Lord's servant, Mary answered. May it be to me as you 
have said. Then the angel left her. (Luke 1: 26-38) 

God’s Work St Luke’s opening sentence in our 
Gospel passage today is strong and arresting. It begins 
with the dramatic statement that “God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee”. By contrast, his 
earlier account of the announcement of the birth of John 
the Baptist begins with an introduction to his holy parents. 
After telling the reader of the efforts he has taken to write a 
careful and orderly account of the facts that “have been 
accomplished among us,” Luke directs our gaze to “a priest 
named Zechariah” and his “wife” who was “a descendant 
of Aaron.” So we begin with them, and the focus 
continues with Zechariah as he serves as priest in the 
temple. It is only then, with Zechariah engaged in the hour 
of incense, that “there appeared to him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.” It 
is only at the end of the angel’s announcement of the birth 
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of the Precursor, that we read that the heavenly messenger 
is Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God (Luke 1:5- 
20). But when Luke turns to the next event of the chapter 
— the announcement of the birth of the Messiah — he 
immediately begins not with the focus on Mary but with 
the focus on God and his sending of the angel Gabriel. “In 
the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary.” It is as if, in our Gospel today, Luke immediately 
wishes to show the enormous importance of what is about 
to take place. The scene begins with the decree of God that 
the angel Gabriel depart and go to Nazareth in Galilee. 
The immediate sight is of God and his high envoy. This 
highlights the greatness of the message to be delivered. It 
is then that the virgin betrothed to Joseph is introduced. 
There is a further point. In introducing the parents of John 
the Baptist, the wife of Zechariah is noted as being of a 
distinguished line. While Zechariah is a priest of the 
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division of Abijah, his wife Elizabeth was of the line of 
Aaron — the first high priest of Israel, no less. By 
contrast, Mary’s lineage is not mentioned — she is a 
virgin, betrothed to Joseph of the house of David. She is, 
then, one of low estate, lacking in notable and obvious 
endowments. She is poor in spirit, the Lord’s lowly 
handmaid. This is precisely what she will profess in her 
Magnificat. All we have is her name and that she is a 
virgin betrothed. She stands there before the Lord in a holy 
poverty. It is to her that the high angelic messenger comes 
from the presence of God with his divine tidings. 

But we quickly learn of her own spiritual richness and 
the greatness of her coming mission to be mother of the 
Messiah and Son of God. The angel addresses her in 
exalted terms, the like of which is hard to find a parallel in 
the Scriptures. This lowly virgin, whose lineage remains 
unmentioned, who has nothing to show for herself, is 
revealed by the angel to be full of grace, highly favoured 
by God. This great fact is hidden from the world, but well 
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known where it counts, in heaven. The traditional 
translation, “full of grace,” is better than the more recent 
alternative “favoured one” — which is legitimate, but 
which does not suggest the fullness of its meaning. The 
grace or “favour” given to Mary is at once permanent and 
of a unique kind. KecharitnmenO is a perfect passive 
participle of charitn, a verb meaning “to fill or endow with 
grace.” The “grace” of God is his divine favour having its 
effects in her life and soul. Since this term is in the perfect 
tense, it indicates that Mary was graced in her whole past 
but with continuing effects in the present. The angel 
describes her without qualification as one who is graced by 
God, — as if this was the simple and complete description 
of her person and her life from its beginning to the present. 
The Latin Vulgate and its successor, the New Latin 
Vulgate, translate it as “Ave, gratia plena ” — “Hail, full of 
grace”. The Lord is with her. This description is found 
some seven times in the Old Testament, and it is a 
salutation of high praise. It indicates that the blessing of 
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the Lord goes with such a person. For instance, the angel 
of the Lord said it to Gideon before he received his mission 
(Judges 6:12). Nathan said it to David (2 Samuel 7:3). In 
all of this the emphasis is on what God has done. It is God 
who is acting now. His envoy comes to a lowly virgin and 
his words stress the favour of God with which she has been 
blessed. The weight that is given to God and his action is 
also manifest in the virginal status of this lowly servant of 
God, so favoured by him in ways unknown to others. So it 
is God alone who is bringing the Messiah to his people. 
Salvation is coming to mankind as his free and powerful 
gift, as it has come already to Mary in the grace that has 
filled her from the first instant of her existence. And what 
a gift it was! How great the Messiah, far beyond the 
prophecies! 

Christmas is the season when we appreciate anew the 
grandeur of our Saviour. “He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 
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the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end.” 
The angel continues, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God” 
(Luke 1:26-38). Let us never cease to contemplate Jesus 
Christ, learning to know, love and serve him here on earth 
so as to see and enjoy him forever in heaven. In this, Mary 
is our model. 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary and the Holy Trinity Today in the reading 
from the Gospel of St Luke (Luke 1:26-38), the Church 
places before us various persons both divine and human. 
They are the persons involved in the Annunciation by the 
Angel of the coming of the Messiah. Let us live in their 
company during these last days of Advent when we are 
approaching the birth of the Redeemer. There is the angel 
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Gabriel sent by the Father with his message about the 
coming birth of his divine Son. His birth will be brought 
about by the power of the Holy Spirit. In his words to the 
Virgin Mary, the angel refers to the Messiah’s ancestors, 
David and Jacob. Above all, the angel addresses himself to 
Mary, betrothed to Joseph. We are thus in the presence of 
a marvellous array of holiness and of holy persons: the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, together with Mary, 
Joseph and the Angel and the Old Testament saints. 
During these days of Advent we ought consciously live in 
their company and call upon their intercession. Thinking 
of this great company, let us especially think of Mary and 
her simple and profound words to the Angel. He had come 
to ask her consent, and her response describes herself and 
her decision. “I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be 
done to me according to your word.” She teaches us to love 
humility and obedience to God. She aspired to no special 
position before men, but rather accepted whatever lot God 
assigned to her. She was humble, and though God raised 
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her on high in his sight and in the mission he conferred on 
her, she remained profoundly humble. 

Let us remain in the company of Mary our mother, 
asking her to teach us humility and to obtain for us the 
grace to grow in humility. In effect this means the grace to 
accept humiliations humbly. Humble disciple of the Lord 
as she was, she was obedient: “Be it done unto me 
according to your word.” Let us ask her to obtain for us the 
grace to be obedient to God as she was, in little things and 
in small in our ordinary everyday life. During these days, 
let us live in the company of the Trinity and of all of 
heaven, and especially of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
resolving to imitate them day by day. 
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21 December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 7:14; 8:10 The Lord and Ruler 
will be coming soon, and his name will called be 
Emmanuel, because he will be called God-with-us. 

Collect Hear in kindness, O Lord, the prayers of your 
people, that those who rejoice at the coming of your Only 
Begotten Son in our flesh may, when at last he comes in 
glory, gain the reward of eternal life. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 
3:14-18; Psalm 33; Luke 1:39-45 

At that time Mary rose up and went in haste to a town 
in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah's 
home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was 
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filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord 
has said to her will be accomplished! (Luke 1:39-45) 

Mother of the Lord The Prophets of the Old 
Testament are varied. The ordinary Hebrew for prophet is 
nabi' which in biblical usage means “interpreter and 
mouthpiece of God.” In Genesis 20:7, God refers to 
Abraham as “a prophet.” Following Abraham, the greatest 
of them was Moses (Deuteronomy 34:10-12), to whom is 
traditionally attributed the first five books of the Bible. 
That is quite a corpus for a prophet. There were prophets of 
major importance who did not leave formal books of their 
prophecies to posterity — such as Samuel, Nathan, Elijah 
and Elisha. Their teachings are to be found, rather, within 
the books that narrate their doings. There may also have 
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been prophets of considerable importance of whom we 
know nothing. Some prophets left us extensive texts of 
their prophecies, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah with 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel. Some left scrolls of 
much shorter length, such as Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, JJaggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi. The Old Testament gives the 
name nebi'ah to certain women gifted with prophetic gifts: 
Miriam, the sister of Moses (Exodus 15:20-21; Debborah 
(Judges 4 and 5); and Hulda (2 Kings 22:14). Of course, 
there may well have been other prophetesses in the history 
of God’s chosen people. Luke, in the infancy narrative of 
his Gospel, tells us of the intervention of “a prophetess, 
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she 
was of a great age .(and) did not depart from the temple” 
(Luke 2:36-37). Clearly, for many years before the birth of 
Christ she had the firm reputation of being a prophetess, 
and belongs therefore to the Old Testament era. At the end 
of her long life she had the joy of gazing on the Messiah, to 
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whom she bore witness (Luke 2:38). Simeon, who took the 
Child Jesus into his arms on this occasion, must be counted 
as, we might say, a minor prophet: he was acting and 
speaking under divine inspiration (Luke 2:26-27). He 
spoke the word of God about the Child to Mary and 
Joseph. This is the background of today’s Gospel passage. 
It is to be placed within a long prophetic tradition. People, 
great and small, known and now unknown were chosen by 
God to act and speak under divine inspiration for the 
enlightenment of God’s people, or for the benefit of certain 
individuals. 

In our Gospel passage today we read of a similar 
happening. Mary, full of grace (Luke 1:28) and now 
bearing within her the unborn Messiah, came to her 
kinswoman. Instantly “the child leaped” in the womb of 
Elizabeth, and Elizabeth herself “was filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” We ought surely view Elizabeth as acting in a 
prophetic manner. Under divine inspiration she exclaims 
“in a loud voice” what Luke means us to understand as 
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meant not just for Mary to hear, but for the generations to 
come. This prophecy, though, directly concerns the person 
of Mary, together with her Child. In this prophecy there is 
a direct emphasis on Mary herself. Hence a Marian 
emphasis in the Christian life must be regarded as 
profoundly scriptural. Consider Elizabeth’s prophecy: 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord 
has said to her will be accomplished!” (Luke 1:39-45). 
God is moving Elizabeth — a holy woman who had 
observed the commandments of the Lord blamelessly, and 
a descendant of the first high priest Aaron, no less (Luke 
1:5-6). He is causing Elizabeth to speak on heaven’s 
behalf and to praise the virgin Mary. Blessed is she among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of her womb — even in 
this praise of Mary’s Child, there is an emphasis on her. 
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the Child is referred to as the fruit of her womb. Elizabeth 
is profoundly honoured to be visited by the Mother of her 
Lord. Not only has the coming of the divine Spirit to 
Elizabeth been occasioned by the arrival of Mary, but the 
unborn Precursor has also benefited in similar fashion: “As 
soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy.” We may presume that it 
was at this point that the angel’s prediction was fulfilled 
about John the Baptist: “he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit even from his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:15). It 
occurred with the arrival of the Virgin and the sound of her 
greeting. Then the Spirit of God, speaking through the lips 
of Elizabeth, tells us all the foundation of Mary’s 
blessedness. It is that she believed in the word of God 
totally, utterly, without reserve. “Blessed is she who has 
believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished!” 

Let us take our cue from holy Scripture, and render 
due praise to Mary, asking her to come to us every day and 
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always, just as on this occasion she came to Elizabeth her 
kinswoman. Mary is Mother of the Lord. At the Cross this 
same Lord gave her to us, in the person of the beloved 
disciple, to be our mother too. Behold your Mother! he 
said to John, his beloved disciple. Woman, behold your 
son, he said to her. She is the Woman, the New Eve, the 
mother of all the living — those who live in Jesus Christ. 
Let us take her to our home, and dwell with her as she 
instructs us to do whatever he tells us (John 2:5). 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:39-45) 

Mary Islam honours Mary the mother of Jesus. All 
of Christianity of the first millennium honoured Mary as 
the mother of Jesus, and most of Christianity (East and 
West) does so still. One would think that, on reflection, 
Judaism would recognise the greatness of Jesus as a Jew — 
and hence the greatness of his mother as a Jewess. All of 
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this recognition we can see, in germ, in the salutation of 
Elizabeth honouring the mother of the Messiah. She 
exclaims, “Of all women you are the most blessed, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Let us praise and 
honour God for providing mankind with such a member of 
our race, one so holy and one with such dignity as to be the 
mother of God made man. The angel praised her, and here 
in our passage today Mary’s holy kinswoman does so too. 
Let us join in this chorus of praise as we approach 
Christmas. The Church gives us words to do this in the 
text of the “Hail Mary” prayer, composed as it is from the 
Scriptural passages we savour during these days. The heart 
of Mary’s greatness lies in her faith, as Elizabeth 
proclaims: “Yes, blessed is she who believed that the 
promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled” (Luke 
1:39-45). At the Annunciation, Mary asked the Angel how 
could what was proposed to her come about, for she was a 
virgin. Having been told that it would come about by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, she immediately in full faith gave 
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her consent. That consent expressed what had been a life 
of unwavering faith to that point, and it was followed by a 
life of unwavering faith to the end. Her faith was 
supremely expressed at the foot of the Cross, accepting the 
salvific plan of God and never wavering in her belief that 
the promise made by the Lord would be fulfilled. Her 
perfect faith manifested itself in perfect obedience. 

Let us these days take Mary for our mother and our 
model. She is the mother and the model for all Christ’s 
faithful and for all of mankind. 


Vb»©«dv 
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22 December 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 24 (23):7 O gates, lift high your 
heads; grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the king 
of glory! 

Collect O God, who, seeing the human race fallen into 
death, willed to redeem it by the coming of your Only 
Begotten Son, grant, we pray, that those who confess his 
Incarnation with humble fervour may merit his company as 
their Redeemer. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6- 

7; Luke 1:46-56 

And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been mindful 
of the humble state of his servant. From now on all 
generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has 
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done great things for me — holy is his name. His mercy 
extends to those who fear him, from generation to 
generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with 
good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has 
helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to 
Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as he said to 
our fathers. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three 
months and then returned home. (Luke 1:46-56) 

Magnificat Before any discussion of this inspired 
text of Mary’s praise of God — usually entitled the 
Magnificat from the Latin translation of the first Greek 
word of the prayer (megalunei) — it can be helpful to 
review the place it has had in the prayer of Christians. It is, 
of course, from the Gospel of Luke (Luke 1:46-55) and it is 
uttered by the Virgin Mary upon the occasion of her 
Visitation to her kinswoman Elizabeth. The Magnificat is 
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most frequently recited within the Church’s Liturgy of the 
Hours, and in the West, it is sung or recited during the 
Church’s main Evening Prayer service. It also forms a part 
of the Lutheran Vespers service and in the Anglican 
services of Evensong - this, of course, being due to the 
Catholic heritage. In Eastern Christianity, the Magnificat 
is usually sung at Sunday Matins. Among certain 
Protestant groups, the Magnificat may also be sung during 
worship services. All this shows the eminence of this 
Scriptural prayer uttered by the Virgin Mary following the 
inspired praise of her by her cousin Elizabeth. The 
Magnificat has frequently been set to music. Most such 
compositions were originally intended for liturgical use, 
especially for Vesper services and the Church’s 
celebrations of the Visitation, but some are also performed 
in concert. Mary's prayer is one of three major prayers of 
praise which are contained in Luke’s Infancy narrative. 
The other two follow Mary’s: there is the prayer of praise 
by Zechariah, uttered when filled with the Holy Spirit 
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(Luke 1:67-79), and the third follows this, pronounced by 
Simeon while moved by the Holy Spirit (Luke 2:26-32). 
Let us notice that the first and grandest of these three 
prayers of praise to God (in Luke’s Infancy narrative) is 
uttered by a lowly maid: the next two are by venerable 
men. Her dignity — a lowly virgin — far surpasses theirs, 
and her prayer likewise soars above theirs. We think of 
precedents in the Old Testament of womanly praise of 
God, such as Miriam the prophetess, sister of Aaron, in 
Exodus 15:21. Notably, there is Hannah in 1 Samuel 2:1- 
10 who prays a prayer similar to that of Mary. There is 
also the prayer of praise by Deborah in Judges 5. 

In the prayer of Mary, God is everything. She praises 
him and his greatness. Her words echo the language of the 
Old Testament — she is a profoundly Scriptural daughter 
of Sion. When we think of the number of times our Lord 
himself cites the Scriptures, defends them and makes them 
the reference point in explaining his own Person and his 
ministry, one cannot but see that he grew up in the love of 
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a mother who was filled with love for the Scriptures. The 
Old Testament writings pervade the Magnificat with their 
influence. The psalms are, time and again, prayers of 
praise, and Mary’s prayer is so like unto them. She is, 
plainly, a woman influenced by the psalms — we could 
cite, for instance, Psalm 34:3 and Psalm 69:30. Mary 
makes great the name of the Lord, recognizing her own 
humble state as his servant and him as the sovereign 
Deliverer (for instance, 2 Kings, 14: 26 or Psalm 9:11-14, 
or Psalm 25:16-18). She addresses God as the Mighty 
One: “he has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has 
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts,” as 
in Deuteronomy 10:21, Psalm 44:4-8, Psalm 89:8-10, and 
Zephaniah 3:17. This might of God is at work together 
with his mercy: “His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
from generation to generation.” This point is stressed: “He 
has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich 
away empty.” God is powerful and merciful, a wondrous 
Ruler. She knows that she need not fear his power because 
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he is, above all, her Saviour (as in Psalm 25:5-6, Isaiah 
12:2, and Micah 7:7). These great titles of God which 
Mary uses to refer to him show her profound humility. 
This humility and the thought of God’s greatness and 
goodness form the basis of her gratitude. All is based on 
her awareness that of herself she is nothing, but because of 
God she is blessed and will be counted as blessed for all 
generations. “From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me 
— holy is his name.” All this is an act of God’s grace, of 
which, due to God, she is full. 

Mary’s is a model prayer, and the Church has always 
seen this to be so, extolling God and remembering his 
works as they are portrayed in the Inspired Writings. 
From the Cross, our Lord entrusted his mother to his 
beloved disciple, and entrusted him to her. With that gift, 
we became involved. Mary became our mother, and we 
who are in Christ are her spiritual children. Let us ask her 
to help us by her prayers and her example to learn to pray 
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as she prayed in such superb fashion. How powerful must 
be her prayer for us! 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:46-56) 

Mary’s Prayer It is a wonderful thing that we have 
a specimen of Mary’s prayer so soon after the 
Annunciation. We could speculate on the origins of 
Mary’s prayer — perhaps it is a prayer she prayed often 
during her life subsequent to the scene of the Gospel here 
(Luke 1:46-56). It is not uncommon for any of us to form 
our own little prayers, which can remain on our lips our 
whole life long. Be that as it may, Luke is clear that on this 
occasion Mary prayed this prayer, the Magnificat. The 
most obvious feature of it is that her prayer and her 
thoughts were all on what God had done. She praised and 
thanked God for what he had done to her, lowly as she was, 
and what he had done and would do to the humble and the 
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lowly who looked to him. God is great, and he is 
Sill-merciful. This is what marks the prayer of Mary. We 
should take Mary for our model in our prayer. The great 
danger for any human being, including any member of 
Christ’s faithful, is to think too much of what he himself 
has done or will do. Consider Our Lord’s parable of the 
Pharisee and the publican. The Pharisee recounted to God 
in his prayer all that he had done, and (in consequence) 
despised the publican. It has often been observed that 
youth is the age of ambitions, while age and maturity is the 
time of regrets. We can learn from Mary that rather than 
looking back on life’s mistakes and disappointments with 
constant regret, far better it is to look back on what God 
has done, and to be intent on noticing that. Our memories 
ought be filled more and more with the deeds and 
achievements of God and his great mercy, rather than with 
our own achievements or — what is more likely — our 
great lack of them. Mary teaches us to strive to praise God 
and to thank him for his greatness and his mercy. 
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Christmas is nigh. During the whole season of 
Christmas let us resolve to think far more of the works of 
God than our own work. Thinking of his work in our lives 
and in the course of history, let us resolve with his grace to 
collaborate with him in faith and obedience, like Mary, 
every day. 
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23 December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9:5; Ps 72 (71): 17 A child shall 
be born for us, and he will be called God, the Almighty; 
every tribe of the earth shall be blest in him. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, as we see how the 
Nativity of your Son according to the flesh draws near, we 
pray that to us, your unworthy servants, mercy may flow 
from your Word, who chose to become flesh of the Virgin 
Mary and establish among us his dwelling, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25:4-5ab, 

8-10 and 14; Luke 1:57-66 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her child, she 
gave birth to a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard 
that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared 
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her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him after his father 
Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, No! He is to 
be called John. They said to her, There is no-one among 
your relatives who has that name. Then they made signs to 
his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 
He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's 
astonishment he wrote, His name is John. Immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he 
began to speak, praising God. The neighbours were all 
filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea 
people were talking about all these things. Everyone who 
heard this wondered about it, asking, What then is this 
child going to be? For the Lord's hand was with him. 
(Luke 1:57-66) 

His Name is John I remember when I was a student 
I had an acquaintance who studied philosophy and 
theology. He said to me once that at times he found 
himself wondering why he was not God. That is to say, if 
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there is a God — and about this he had no doubt — why 
was it that Another, and not he, was the divine Being? I 
am sure this was not a train of thought in which he 
grumbled at having to accept God, let alone one in which 
he entertained a rejection of him. It was just a facet of his 
appreciation of the ontological necessity of the divine 
Being. My friend knew that he himself was not necessary, 
and by contrast that God and everything about God is 
necessary. It was an instance of the natural question that 
arises in the human mind in respect to everything: why is 
this so? Why is there this world? If this world is due to a 
Creator, well, why is there a Creator anyway? If there is a 
Creator, why is he as he is? There are variants of this 
question. As I recall it, the Australian atheistic and 
utilitarian philosopher Peter Singer asked, as do many 
other agnostic philosophers, Who made God? This is 
certainly not the moment to deal with such a question 
except to observe that the theist insists that the simple, 
infinite and necessary God is precisely the answer to the 
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initial question of why this changing, caused, ordered, 
contingent and qualitatively varied reality world exists - 
for it need not exist, though it does exist. The world takes 
us to the Absolute, about whom there cannot be the 
requirement of further explanation. But now, granted the 
fact of God, how wondrous it is that he is as he is! We 
know what he is like dimly from his works, but far more do 
we know of him from what he has revealed of himself in 
the course of history. The crowning revelation of all is the 
Person of Jesus Christ. God reveals himself to be Love. 
This is stupendous! Reality is ultimately loving. 
Ultimately there is an infinity of love. This ultimate Love 
is not some abstraction but is the great Being who, 
transcending all, is the foundation and the end of all. He is 
limitless love and mercy. Man would not have guessed 
this. The God who transcends all and sustains all by his 
loving touch is rich in mercy beyond imagining. 
Vulnerable and transient man naturally wonders, if there 
are gods, are they angry, disinterested, unpredictable — 
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like the world itself? No. The one, true and only God has 
said, I am pure mercy. 

Mercy! This is what God is. He has revealed himself 
to be mighty without limit, and his might is revealed not in 
whims as with the gods of the myths, but in a holy mercy. 
God hates sin, and this holiness is a great and powerful 
thread running through the history of divine revelation. 
But this holiness of God is merciful. He is ever seeking 
out the lost sheep and striving to reclaim them from their 
sin to his holy love. The most extraordinary of his steps 
was to have become man so as to take upon himself the sin 
of the world — and in doing so he revealed himself to be a 
trinity of Persons in the one divine Being. The Father sent 
the Son to take away the sin of the world, and then the 
Father and the Son sent the Spirit to bring this blessing to 
all mankind through the ministry of the Church. It is a 
story of mercy, boundless mercy. The divine mercy is at 
the heart of the world and of all reality, and it is on this that 
God wishes man to base his life. All of this brings us to a 
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special detail in our Gospel passage today, which is the 
naming of John the Baptist (Luke 1:57-66). We read that 
after his birth “they were going to name him after his father 
Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said. No! He is to 
be called John. They said to her, There is no-one among 
your relatives who has that name. Then they made signs to 
his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 
He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's 
astonishment he wrote, His name is John.” The name came 
from heaven, and it had been communicated to Zechariah 
by the angel Gabriel: “your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name John” (Luke 1:13). So it 
was practically the first thing said by the angel about the 
boy soon to be bom. Why “John”? The name “John” 
(English) is derived from the Latin Ioannes or Iohannes, 
which is in turn a form of the Greek InannOs. This Greek 
name is a form of the Hebrew name Yohanan, also 
transliterated Yochanan, a short form of the long name 
Yehochanan, meaning “Yahweh is merciful” or “God is 
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generous.” The name of John was a kind of banner setting 
forth the ways and character of the God of Revelation. The 
name had some popularity — important rabbis bore the 
name, such as Yochanan ben Zakai and Yochanan ben 
Nuri. John JJyrcanus was the first king of the Hasmonean 
Dynasty. For us, the name is full of meaning. 

John the Baptist, the subject of our Gospel passage 
today (Luke 1:57-66), was to be a herald of the divine 
mercy. The angel said of him before his birth that “he will 
turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God ... to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 1:lb- 
17). After his birth, Zechariah, moved by the Holy Spirit, 
said that God “has shown the mercy promised to our 
ancestors and has remembered his holy covenant... By the 
tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 
upon us” (Luke 2:72-78). John the Baptist is a grand 
witness to the mercy of God, to God whose might is 
revealed in his mercy. Let us trust in the mercy of God! 
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Second reflection: (Luke 1:57-66) 

God’s Kindness If we were to describe the typical 
impression of God prevalent in our secular Western society 
today, I suppose we could say that God is regarded as 
distant and unconcerned with the details of the everyday 
life of the average person. Accordingly, God himself is 
typically regarded with indifference. The world is 
regarded as going on without him. Now, it may be that 
part of the way people could come to a sense of God as a 
living Person and one who is very near, is to discover his 
kindness. It is this which is referred to in today’s Gospel. 
John’s conception and birth was regarded as a great 
kindness: a kindness to Elizabeth. St John in one of his 
letters tells us that God is love. Of course, it is difficult, 
especially for secular man, to see how God our Creator can 
be described simply as love and kindness, when we see so 
much of suffering and evil. Where is he in the midst of all 
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this suffering? - we tend to cry out. But let us remember 
that inasmuch as it is God of whom we are thinking here, 
there could be other explanations for the presence of evil. 
In the final analysis, if we want to know the real character 
of God, we must turn to what he has revealed of himself. 
Across the sweep of Scripture and in the teaching of the 
Church, God is proclaimed as kind, though holy and 
therefore uncompromising in respect to sin. Whatever be 
the problems posed by the course of life’s events, if we 
accept revelation, then God reveals himself as love. 

Our passage today from the Gospel (Luke 1:57-66) 
presents the birth of John as a proof of God’s kindness to 
Elizabeth. The greatest proof of his kindness to all of us is 
the gift he has given of his Son, Jesus our Lord. This is 
what we celebrate on Christmas Day and in the Christmas 
season. We celebrate, among other things, the kindness of 
God. He is kind, despite the suffering we see around us. 
His kindness led him to send his Son to shoulder that 
burden of suffering and evil, and to take away its root 
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cause which is sin. Let us ask for the grace, then, to 
appreciate and celebrate the kindness of God. 
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24 December Morning Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 4:4 Behold, when the fullness 
of time had come, God sent his Son into the world. 

Collect Come quickly, we pray, Lord Jesus, and do not 
delay, that those who trust in your compassion may find 
solace and relief in your coming. Who live and reign with 
God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2- 

3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Luke 1:67-79 

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and prophesied: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long 
ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all 
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who hate us — to show mercy to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our 
father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our 
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And 
you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 
him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through 
the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of 
our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from 
heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace. 
(Luke 1:67-79) 

Fulfilment Time and again our Lord refers to the 
Scriptures — meaning, in Christian terms, the Old 
Testament. This alone ought instil in the Christian a very 
high veneration for the Prophets, the Psalms and the 
Inspired Writings generally, prior to Jesus Christ. While 
the Gospels are the most important Books of the Bible, our 
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Lord’s own practice of instructing his disciples and 
engaging with his opponents by having recourse to the 
“Scriptures” that pre-date himself ought help us to 
appreciate the help which the Old Testament affords us. 
We may say that our Lord himself looked on his mission 
not only in the light of the will of his heavenly Father 
which he knew directly as the Son, but in the light of the 
Scriptures. He encouraged his disciples not only to look on 
him directly and to observe the witness of his teaching and 
works, but also to view him in the light of the Scriptures. 
Moses and the Prophets spoke of him. On his rising from 
the dead, he appeared to the two disciples on their way to 
Emmaus. He rebuked them for their being “foolish and 
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 
spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things 
before entering into his glory? And beginning then with 
Moses and with all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in 
all the Scriptures the things referring to himself’ (Luke 
24:25-27). So there are numerous passages which are to be 
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understood in the light of the Person and mission of the 
Saviour who was to come. This is apart from the broad 
and general expectation of the Scriptures, considered as a 
whole. The correct interpretation of the Scriptures was 
given by Jesus Christ, and a pivotal point was their 
reference to him. We could proceed to consider numerous 
specific passages Christ himself referred to. For example, 
his references to himself as the Son of Man and to the 
Kingdom of God and heaven would suggest that the great 
vision of Daniel 7: 9-18 meant a lot to him. Let this 
general point about the Scriptures introduce our Gospel 
passage today, which is part of the Infancy Narrative of St 
Luke. 

A very important prophecy for understanding Luke’s 
presentation of Christ’s birth and infancy is that of the 
prophet Nathan (2 Samuel 7) to David, the ancestor of 
Jesus Christ. It includes the divine promise that David’s 
kingdom and throne will stand forever (2 Samuel 7:16 and 
29). When the Angel Gabriel appeared to the virgin Mary 
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to announce the birth of the Messiah from her, he had 
recourse to this great prophecy. “The Lord God will give 
him the throne of David his father, and he shall be king 
over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end” (Luke 1:32-33). This is not the only point 
about Nathan’s prophecy. David had intended to build a 
house for the Ark of God, but he was forbidden to do so. 
“The LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you 
a house” (2 Samuel 7:11). This God would do through 
Solomon, the son of David. But the Angel’s general 
reference to this prophecy when addressing Mary may also 
suggest that the Lord God makes of Mary (in her womb) a 
prefiguring of the Temple that David did not get to build. 
Ultimately, of course, it is her Son who is the new and final 
Temple. These are examples of relevant prophecies. But 
let us move to our Gospel today, which gives us 
Zechariah’s prayer of praise of “the Lord, the God of 
Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people.” 
We read in 2 Samuel 7:1 that “the king sat in his house and 
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the Lord had given him rest on every side from all his 
enemies.” Rest had come from the Lord to David from all 
his enemies (“I have been with you wherever you have 
walked” 2 Samuel 7:9-11). This is a background to the 
present: Zechariah exults that God has chosen to “rescue us 
from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve 
him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him 
all our days” (Luke 1:74-75). He praises the God of Israel 
because “he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David (as he said through his holy 
prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from 
the hand of all who hate us.” The coming “salvation from 
our enemies” is surely the fulfilment of the “rest” God had 
spoken of through Nathan. 

Zechariah then prophesies about his son who “will be 
called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on 
before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his 
people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness 
of their sins.” While John will be a prophet of the Most 
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High, the Angel had told Mary that her son, Jesus, would 
be “called the Son of the Most High.” Zechariah 
prophesies that his son John “will go before the Lord to 
prepare the way for him” — the Angel announced earlier to 
Zechariah that John “shall go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah” to lead the people to repentance. John is 
the fulfilment of the prophecy of the return of Elijah, and, 
as Luke would show a little later (3:4), the fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Isaiah. Let us immerse ourselves in the 
prophecies as we read the Gospels, thus coming to know 
the Lord who is the King of kings. 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:67-79) 

God’s Mercy Today, on the eve of Christmas, the 
Church places before us, for our contemplation and our 
personal use, the prayer of praise of God uttered by 
Zechariah. He prayed under the inspiration of the Holy 
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Spirit. So it is a prayer coming forth from God himself, 
assisting us to praise him for what he has done. And what 
does Zechariah praise God for? In the first place, he 
praises him for his saving mercy. God is praised as the 
Saviour of his people. He saves his people from their 
enemies and from all who hate them. So God reveals 
himself in this inspired prayer as the refuge of his people. 
It is “thus” that “he shows mercy”, it is “thus” that “he 
remembers his holy covenant” (Luke 1:67-79). He delivers 
his people from danger in order “to serve him in holiness 
and virtue in his presence all our days.” The object of 
God’s saving action is the peace and holiness of life of his 
people. That is the general point about God which 
Zechariah’s prayer proclaims. But it also contemplates the 
expected child, John. He will prepare the way for the 
coming of the Lord. The rising Sun was coming who will 
bring light to those in darkness and guidance into the way 
of peace. Let us then, as we prepare for our celebration of 
the coming of Christ at Bethlehem, praise and thank God 
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for his mercy. It is the mercy of God which Zechariah 
especially extols. “Thus he shows mercy to our ancestors.” 
The forgiveness of sins would come “by the tender mercy 
of our God who from on high will bring the rising Sun to 
visit us”. The prayer of Zechariah sums up the spirituality 
of the Old Testament at the threshold of the New. It is a 
spirituality based above all on a sense of the mercy of a 
God who saves his chosen people. A new height in this 
direction would come with the arrival of the Messiah who 
would save his people from their sins. It is this which 
would superlatively reveal the mercy of God, and 
demonstrate his power. 

Let us pray for a deep appreciation of the kindness 
and the mercy of God whose power can save us from any 
of our enemies, but most of all from the greatest enemy, sin 
and all its forms. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Christmas: The Birth of the Lord (Vigil Mass) 

Entrance Antiphon: Exodus 16: 6-7 Today you will 
know that the Lord will come, and he will save us, and in 
the morning you will see his glory. 

Collect : O God, who gladden us year by year as we wait 
in hope for our redemption, grant that, just as we joyfully 
welcome your Only Begotten Son as our Redeemer, we 
may also merit to face him confidently when he comes 
again as our Judge. Who lives and reigns wi8th you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 
29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was 
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a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after 
he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins. All this took place 
to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel — which means, God with us. 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But 
he had no union with her prior to her giving birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25) 

Our Destiny The first chapter of St Matthew, and 
our passage today in particular, has several most significant 
features. To begin with, it sets forth as Jesus’ surname his 
divinely-appointed mission as Messiah — which is to say, 
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as the Christ. He is, as he has come to be known in 
history, Jesus Christ. No-one in history has this hallowed, 
Scripturally-based surname other than he. For all his 
claims to be the Prophet, Mahomet has never borne the 
title of Messiah (Christ), let alone has it become his very 
surname. The opening sentence of the Gospel of St 
Matthew calmly and almost casually, without making a 
particular point of it, declares that he is beginning with a 
statement of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of 
David, the son of Abraham. Christ’s renowned surname is 
part and parcel of ordinary Christian parlance, and goes 
with him wherever his name is mentioned. In Antioch, we 
read in Acts 11:26, the disciples — the followers of the 
Way — began to be called Christians, the followers of 
Jesus Christ. Matthew repeats the great name, Jesus 
Christ, at the beginning of our passage which is the high 
point of his narrative of the genealogy: This is how the 
birth of Jesus Christ (some manuscripts have the Christ) 
came about” (1:18). So right at the start of Matthew’s 
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Gospel and at the beginning of our passage today, Jesus the 
son of David, the son of Abraham is presented as the 
Messiah. This is not proved by the genealogy — it is 
assumed and declared. But there is more that is assumed 
and declared, for there is a tacit presentation of the doctrine 
of the most Holy Trinity. The conception of Jesus Christ in 
the womb of the Virgin Mary comes about through the 
Holy Spirit: “His mother Mary was pledged to be married 
to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to 
be with child through the Holy Spirit.” What is remarkable 
about this — apart from the revolutionary doctrine of the 
personhood and divinity of the Holy Spirit which is plainly 
assumed in the text — is the calm and almost casual way it 
is referred to. While the spirit of God is a familiar reality 
in the Old Testament, no-one interpreted this in a personal 
sense. It was, rather the action and power of God. That is 
to say, the spirit of God was God savingly at work. 

But here, without batting an eyelid as it were, St 
Matthew tells the reader that Mary was found to be with 
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child through the Holy Spirit. This is not just a divine 
action or power. It shows, as does his reference to Jesus 
Christ, the depth to which Christ’s revolutionary doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit has passed into ordinary Christian 
parlance. Let us observe that, presumably, the very first 
persons to whom the revelation of the distinct personhood 
of the Holy Spirit was made were the Virgin Mary herself 
and then Joseph her holy betrothed. The angel Gabriel 
revealed to Mary, we read in Luke’s Gospel (1:35), that 
“the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you”. In Matthew’s Gospel, 
we are told that the heavenly messenger informed Joseph 
that “what is conceived in her is from/of (ek) the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus” (1:20). It looks as if before the birth of the 
Messiah, and long before Christ revealed to his disciples 
the divine personhood of the Holy Spirit (as in Christ’s 
final commission in Matthew 28:19), the first two and 
greatest of all Christ’s disciples (his mother and foster- 
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father) knew it by a revelation from “the angel of the 
Lord”. The point we are noticing here, though, is that 
Matthew refers, as an assumed and uncontested truth, to 
the Holy Spirit. He is the major Protagonist of what 
Matthew is narrating, which is the conception and birth of 
the Messiah. This divine Protagonist of the Incarnation 
features as being distinct in his Personhood from the 
Person of “the Lord'. Matthew writes that “all this took 
place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet” 
(1:22), and in any case the angel who had made the 
announcement to Joseph was “the angel of the Lord” (1:24) 
— all intimating that the “Holy Spirit” was distinct in his 
personhood from the Person of “the Lord”. We have in our 
passage describing the annunciation to Joseph, the 
betrothed of the Virgin Mary, clear references to “the Holy 
Spirit”, to “Jesus Christ”, and to “the Lord.” There is in all 
this, as is to be expected, an incipient presentation of the 
revelation that the one and august Yahweh God is three 
divine Persons — the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 
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On Christmas Day we celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ the incarnate Son of God. He is the Redeemer of 
man, but what a Redeemer! He came among us as our 
Brother not only to atone for the sin of the world and 
restore to us our friendship and union with God, but to do 
so by sharing with us the life of the most Holy Trinity. We 
are now able to be adopted children of the Lord God our 
Father, brethren of Jesus Christ, living by the Holy Spirit 
which is his divine Spirit. Ours is a wondrous destiny — 
just as the angel came to Joseph from the presence of God, 
so our destiny is to live forever in the presence of the great 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This high destiny of 
ours is an eternal one. Let us not so live as to lose it! 







322 


Christmas: At the Mass during the Night 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 2:7: 

The Lord said to me: You are my Son. It is I who have 
begotten you this day. 

Or: 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Saviour has been born 
in the world. Today true peace has come down to us from 
heaven. 

Collect O God, who have made this most sacred night 
radiant with the splendour of the true light, grant, we pray, 
that we, who have known the mysteries of his light on 
earth, may also delight in his gladness in heaven. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 


Scripture readings : Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 95; Titus 2:11-14; 
Luke 2:1-14 
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In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This 
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to 
register. So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
He went there to register with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was expecting her child. While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in 
the inn. And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
near by, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel 
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town 
of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the 
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Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests. (Luke 
2:1-14) 

Revealed Religion There are a great variety of 
religions in the world: varieties of Christianity, and 
varieties of non-Christian religion such as Hinduism, 
Islam, Buddhism and Zoroastrianism. Some are recently 
founded, others have a long history. One result of this 
phenomenon is that a person searching for religious truth 
may have difficulty because of the many claimants. Faced 
with such rival voices, many who might be disposed to 
inquire give up any quest to know the truth. Such a goal is, 
they think, unlikely to succeed. They might content 
themselves with being guided by their preferences. Some 
become indifferent to the question of truth and others 
develop a dislike for making an issue of it. They can find 
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an emphasis on truth boring or irritating, and prefer to 
stress personal experience and taste. Now, the Catholic 
Church makes an issue of the objective truth of religion, 
and for the Catholic there is no question as to which of the 
religions is true, hard as this claim is for the non-Catholic 
to swallow. The true religion is the Catholic Religion and 
its teaching is true, while allowing that many religions do 
have numerous elements of the truth. That is the Catholic 
claim, and every member of the faithful ought take steps to 
be personally convinced of it. The Catholic Religion is 
true because it was founded, established, sustained and 
guided by the living Person of Jesus who is the object of its 
teaching, its love, its service and its worship. This is to say 
that the Catholic Religion is the one which is revealed by 
God in his relentless and loving search for straying and 
sinful man. This position sets its face against relativism in 
the matter of religious truth. The other religions spring 
from man’s search for God. They carry with them the 
strengths, the weaknesses, the truths and the falsehoods 
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characteristic of any search by man with all his gifts and 
his faults. Buddha spent his life searching for the key to 
happiness, and what he proposed as an answer gave rise to 
Buddhism. Confucius sought an answer to his questions 
about a truly ethical and social life. Mahomet had 
powerful religious experiences and placed himself in the 
tradition of the prophets to give to his experiences and 
insights their meaning. 

Each of these men discovered some truths in their 
quest, but in the process were often ensnared in various 
errors and limitations. Furthermore and most importantly, 
ultimately the religions springing from man’s search for 
God do not and cannot save man himself from his sinful 
condition, which separates him from God, his true end. 
The religions which come from man cannot of themselves 
save him from the sin into which he is born. Indeed, Islam 
refuses to recognize the inherited state of Original Sin. 
The Koran has it that Adam repented of his sin, and that 
was the end of the matter. This is one of Islam’s many 
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radical differences from Christianity. But divine revelation 
is clear. As St Paul writes, all, both Jews and Greeks, are 
under the power of sin (Romans 3:9 — and Galatians 
3:22). While man is not totally depraved as a result of the 
Fall, he is seriously wounded by the darkness of sin. God 
has come to save him with his truth and his grace. The 
Christian and Catholic Religion is the revelation and the 
offering of this. It is nothing other than the Person of 
Christ. In him is the fullness of the godhead bodily, that 
one and only God who comes searching for sinful and 
straying man. The birth of Christ at Bethlehem is God’s 
gift to man, revealing his loving mercy. By the power of 
the grace conveyed by the religion he revealed and 
established, Christ our Redeemer places man in union with 
himself. By doing this, he places man in union with God. 
By our baptism we are “in Christ” and thus on the way to 
salvation. When we think of other religions, we think of 
the things man has done, with their strengths and 
limitations. When we think of the Christian and Catholic 
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religion, we think of the things God has done. What did he 
do? He gave us Jesus the Redeemer of man to be our way, 
our truth and our life. It is Jesus and his coming which we 
celebrate on Christmas Day. But, sadly, we can take Jesus 
for granted. Indeed, we can live as if he does not exist. On 
this day we ought consider who it is who was born at 
Bethlehem! As man, he possesses a human nature and is 
one of us. He was able to suffer for us. As God, he has a 
nature that is divine. 

In his Person, the Child of Bethlehem is divine. He is 
God the Son made man. He was the grand Object of the 
prophecies. Our Lord in his public ministry, and finally in 
his Resurrection, showed that he was the One sent by the 
Father to fulfil the divine plan for our salvation. In him we 
find all the blessings of heaven. He is the bridge between 
God and man, our High Priest, and no one comes to the 
Father except through and by him. This Christmas, let us 
resolve to take our stand by him, and to live lives 
consistent with this choice. We do this by living as the 
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Church teaches. Let us resolve to live our Catholic Faith 
fully, generously, and daily, for we are called to sanctity. 


Second reflection: (Luke 2:1-14) 

Jesus Christ Our Lord is not only the One whom 
God sent to be the bearer of all the divine blessings which 
God wishes to give to us his creatures. He is not only the 
Way — indeed the only true and sure Way — to the 
Father. He is the image of the Father. “He who sees me, 
sees the Father,” he said. In him dwells the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily, St Paul writes. The baby in the manger at 
Bethlehem is God himself. And this is the crux of the 
matter when it comes to Christ and Christianity. The 
danger is that we shall mouth those words, that Jesus is not 
only man, not only a very great man, not only the greatest 
of men, but that he is God, and yet fail to realize what we 
are saying. If we grant that this Child who was born at a 
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certain point in history was truly God and the origin and 
sustainer of all that is, then there is no greater fact that can 
be mentioned. As we look around at our universe and try 
to gain some impression of the Creator of it all, we 
immediately realize how poor our minds are in rising to 
such a task. Who and what is God? - our hearts ask. The 
answer has been revealed to us: Look at Jesus! There is 
God! Jesus, the baby Jesus, the boy Jesus, the adolescent 
Jesus, the man Jesus, the Jesus who was born at Bethlehem 
and who died and rose for our salvation and our 
sanctification, is God the Son made man. God the Son is 
the image of the Father, the bearer of the Holy Spirit, and 
in him the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily. Let us 
then beware of the tendency unconsciously to think of 
Jesus as simply a great man or even the greatest and holiest 
of men. We must pray for the profound realization that he 
is man and God, and with this realization we ought strive to 
love and adore him and to give our lives over to his 
service. No one is on the level of Jesus, for he is our 
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Redeemer and our God, and this great truth we must bring 
to as many as possible so that they may come to the light 
that is life. 

As we gather in spirit with Mary and Joseph to adore 
the Child lying in the manger, let us resolve to love Jesus 
with our whole being and by his grace to be transformed 
into his likeness. 
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Christmas: At the Mass at Dawn (December 25) 

Entrance Antiphon Isaiah 9:1.5; Luke 1:33 Today a light 
will shine upon us, for the Lord is born for us; and he will 
be called Wondrous God, Prince of peace, Lather of future 
ages: and his reign will be without end. 

Collect : Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, as we are 
bathed in the new radiance of your Incarnate Word, the 
light of faith, which illumines our minds, may also shine 
through in our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ your 
Son, who lives and reigns in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture for Dawn Mass : Isaiah 62:11-12; Psalm 97:1,6, 

11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20 

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, then, to 
Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the 
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Lord has made known to us. ” So they went in haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known the message that had 
been told them about this child. All who heard it were 
amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And 
Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. 
Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to 
them. (Luke 2:15-20) 

Christ’s birth There are two Scriptural narratives 
of the conception, birth, infancy and boyhood of Jesus 
Christ — they are given in Matthew and Luke. It is plain 
that the perspectives of each are different. In Matthew, the 
narrative is given from Joseph’s point of view. That is to 
say, while Mary of course features, it is Joseph who 
dominates because he, as the one who will be head of the 
house, takes important decisions. He decides to go ahead 
with the wedding despite his perplexed hesitation, and the 
reason is given: he was directed to do so from heaven. 
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Then, in the nick of time he decides to flee Bethlehem for 
Egypt, and the reason is given: he was directed to do so 
from heaven. All agree that Matthew’s Gospel, so laden 
with Scriptural allusions, is especially Jewish in focus and 
tenor. While his information for the infancy of Christ must 
ultimately have come from Mary in some way, one may 
suppose that his emphasis on Joseph — the husband, 
foster-father and head of the household — was itself in line 
with the very Jewish perspective of Matthew’s Gospel. 
But Luke is a very different case. Luke’s account spans 
some 132 verses. While Joseph features, of course, it is 
Mary who has the lion’s share of the Infancy, which takes 
in the circumstances of Christ’s conception and birth and 
boyhood, together with a copious account of the 
conception, birth and early life of his relative the Precursor. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth are given more attention than 
Joseph - because of the eventual role of the Precursor. The 
details of the account make it even more obvious than with 
Matthew that Luke is drawing on the recollections of Mary. 
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We are surely given the clue as to his source, when Luke 
writes that as to “what the Shepherds told them”, “Mary 
kept all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Luke 
2:19). Mary had a wonderful memory, and the things that 
God had done and was ever doing, she never forgot 
because she treasured the thought of “all” of them in her 
heart. It is important to advert to the especially Marian 
character of Luke’s account of the beginning of the life of 
the Messiah and his Precursor. 

While Luke does not pepper his Gospel thereafter 
with references to Mary in the background of Christ’s 
public life and death in the way he did his infancy, we may 
presume that he understood Mary’s ongoing and loving 
presence to have been very important to our Lord himself. 
One of the things which Luke’s account of the conception 
and infancy of the Messiah urges on us, is that if we truly 
love and follow Jesus, Mary will be present there close to 
him and close to us. But our focus today is on the birth of 
the Messiah, that all-important event in the history of the 
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world. Now, why is this so pivotal an event? Ask yourself 
this: What is human life and the course of the world all 
about? Well, the ordinary mass media can give any 
reflecting observer a clue. While there are all sorts of 
sensations which dominate the media — and the media is 
in the business of so marketing events that they usually 
appear as sensations — it is especially ethical failures 
which are presented as sensational. There is nothing 
religious about this, except when the ethical failure 
happens to involve religion. Look at the daily news closely 
— it is ethics, and in particular ethical failure, which is the 
stuff of marketable news. A criminal on parole attacks and 
harms a helpless woman. A politician is discovered to 
have colluded in corrupt practice. Sport is revealed to be 
the arena of drug malpractice. For all the insistence of 
modern philosophy on the empirical and on what can be 
empirically tested as the only reality, as a matter of fact all 
know that the most pressing and unavoidable reality is the 
moral dimension of life. You simply must do certain 
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things, and you must avoid other things — even though 
you are quite able to disobey this obligation. The most 
important issue in life is this: that what is right be 
observed, and that what is wrong be avoided. The tragedy 
of the modern perception of moral obligation is that it now 
has little reference to God and his revealed law. But the 
reality of moral obligation does remind us that the most 
important thing facing every man and all of humanity is 
that we seek to be good. This also implies, — especially in 
view of divine revelation — that we seek to avoid sin, and 
be pleasing to God, our Lord and Creator. 

This is what Christmas is all about. God became man 
to enable man to attain the end for which he was made, and 
from which he had excluded himself because of his choice 
for what is bad. God the Son became our Brother to atone 
for our wickedness, to place us in the friendship of God, 
and to bestow on us a share in his divine life. We can now 
seek the holiness for which we were chosen before the 
world was made. It is made possible by the friendship of 
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Christ and the gift of his Holy Spirit and his grace. Mary, 
who is the focus of Luke’s Infancy account, is the premier 
exemplar of this and our Mother. She shows the power of 
God. Let us rejoice in this incomparable event in human 
history, the birth of Christ. 

-- 
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Christmas: At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Isaiah 9:5 A child is born for us, and 
a son is given to us; his scepter of power rests upon his 
shoulder, and his name will be called Messenger of great 
counsel. 

Collect O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of 
human nature and still more wonderfully restored it, grant, 
we pray, that we may share in the divinity of Christ, who 
humbled himself to share in our humanity. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 97; Hebrews 1:1-6; 

John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 
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nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe. He himself was not the 
light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light 
that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to 
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God-children born 
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. (John testified concerning 
him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about 
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when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me 
because he was before me. ”’) Out of his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, he has made him known. (John 
1 : 1 - 18 ) 

Christ the Beginning It is commonly said that the 
majority of people believe in God, even in secular 
countries of the West. Surveys that involve batteries of 
questions administered to very large samples seem to 
confirm this. Still, one cannot but wonder what this means 
when one sees, for instance, the singularly low practice of 
public worship. What is “God”, for such persons? The 
cultures of the ages have given rise to myths to explain 
what happens in the world, and rites are gradually formed 
to ensure that what occurs is favourable. A whole variety 
of factors account for religious beliefs — we are 
prescinding here from Divine Revelation. People need an 
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explanation for life and its conditions, and unseen beings 
provide an account. The institutions of religion also are a 
source of comfort and peace to the heart, which longs 
obscurely for God. One’s religious education is a factor, as 
is a conducive religious environment. But all up, one can 
easily imagine the modern-day child asking his parents if 
he or she believes in God (for his teacher and friends do 
not), and being told, “Well, dear, yes I do. But what 
difference does it make?” For a great number, God is but a 
vague explanation, or a recourse which occasionally brings 
benefits. While the religious instinct in man is an abiding 
foundation, it has been seriously weakened by the profound 
secular assumption that the world can, does and must stand 
on its own two feet. If there is a “God”, he is but an 
Initiator or Designer. Once initiated, the world thereafter 
functions by the power of its own inherent laws — though 
these may be God-given. The great question of the radical 
insufficiency of the world’s very existence does not enter 
the train of popular secular thought. While people may 
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look on God as the Beginning of things, in the case of 
many their understanding of “the Beginning” is immensely 
superficial. God is indeed the Beginning, but this means 
far more than people imagine. Reflection on the very 
existence of the world and all that is in it shows that a 
Beginning of this existence is needed continually. A 
Beginning is needed not just to account for the origins of 
the world in time, but as the Stay of the ever-recurring 
present moment. 

But let us restrict ourselves to the thought of God as 
the Beginning of things in time, which is to say, the Cause 
of the historical beginning and dawn of the world. One of 
the fruits of the Enlightenment’s discovery of the power 
and dignity of Reason was its mistake of thinking that the 
only yardstick of truth was its demonstrability by Reason. 
A proposition is true if it can be demonstrated by recourse 
to the senses and to rational proof. Thomas Paine (in his 
The Age of Reason, published in its complete form in 1807) 
famously rejected Revealed Religion because it depended 
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on the testimony of witnesses and authorities. By contrast, 
what was certain was a “Natural Religion” - based on the 
sight of the universe and the rational analysis of its 
manifest design. But of course, a religion based entirely on 
Reason was open to radical challenge by Reason. So it was 
that during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries practical 
and theoretical agnosticism and atheism became a common 
part of Western culture. It was expressed in many 
philosophies which were exported along with Western 
secular culture — atheistic Communism had its origins in 
Germany and England. What this has meant is that mere 
scientific method has come to hold the field, and science 
has led the search for an account of the beginning of the 
world. Now, there is nothing wrong with this — indeed it 
is good, if the scientific method does not regard itself as the 
only player on the field. But often it does, and it gets a 
little laughable. While the Big Bang is generally accepted 
(at this point of time) as the origin in time of the universe, 
the obvious question is, what about before the Big Bang? 
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What was there then, and how did the Big Bang come 
about? All sorts of proposals are made, generally positing 
some other process the origins of which have still to be 
accounted for — as does the Big Bang. In due course 
some other hypothesis may become fashionable and better 
able to deal with current scientific and mathematical 
difficulties, but the business ahead will still be to account 
for the very beginning in time of the universe. The 
scientific method will not be able to cope with it — but that 
is the legacy of the Enlightenment’s secular Reason. 

As a matter of fact, God has revealed to us what there 
was in the beginning, which is to say “before the 
foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4). He is the 
Beginning, and the Prologue of St John’s Gospel tells us 
about it. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God 
in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made” (John 
1:1-3). Marvel of marvels, the Word of God “became flesh 
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and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1: 14). He who is the 
Beginning in every sense, the abiding Beginning of all that 
is and shall be, the Beginning of grace and truth, became 
man to take us to glory. Jesus Christ, the Beginning and 
the End, Alpha and Omega, the Wonder of the universe! 

-- 
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Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

The Holy Family “The home of Nazareth is the school 
where we begin to understand the life of Jesus — the 
school of the Gospel. First, then, a lesson of silence. May 
esteem for silence, that admirable and indispensable 
condition of mind, revive in us. It is also a lesson on 
family life. May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its 
communion of love, its austere and simple beauty, and its 
sacred and inviolable character. It is a lesson on work. 
Nazareth, home of the Carpenter’s Son, in you I would 
choose to understand and proclaim the severe and 
redeeming law of human work.” (— Blessed Paul VI 
speaking at Nazareth, January 5, 1964) 

The Holy Family models for us what family life should 
exemplify. It is a school of virtue for both parents and 
children. There we find God, and learn how to connect 
with God and with others. The family is where love is 
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freely given without self-interest. It is where we learn to 
love, to pray and to practice the gift of charity. Pope St 
John Paul II has said, “The family, more than any other 
human reality, is the place in which the person is loved for 
himself and in which he learns to live the sincere gift of 
self’ (Nov. 27, 2002). 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 2: 16 The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a 
manger. 

Collect O God, who were pleased to give us the shining 
example of the Holy Family, graciously grant that we may 
imitate them in practising the virtues of family life and in 
the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Colossians 3:12-21; Psalm 128:1-5; 
Luke 2:22-40 

When the time of their purification according to the 
Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took 
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written 
in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 
consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in 
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of 
doves or two young pigeons. ” Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 
for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, 
as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
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have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel. ” The child’s father and mother marvelled at what 
was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too. ” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and 
then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 
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filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
(Luke 2:22-40) 

The Family and Suffering Man is a social 

being — he lives with others and observes their situation. 
He is able also to reflect on himself and his own situation. 
He is able to compare one thing with another, including his 
own situation with that of someone else. He can notice 
how, on the face of it, someone else is more endowed and 
blessed by fortune than he. He can even be envious — 
indeed he can be depressed and angry that someone else 
seems to be better off. He can be envious of another who 
has greater intellectual gifts than he, or better social skills, 
or better health or greater wealth and more material 
possessions, or far fewer difficulties. Envy can also exist 
in marriages and families. A spouse can become envious 
of another who has a much better husband or a much better 
wife. A parent can be envious of others for the better 
children they have, and for the better course in life their 
children are taking. I mention this not to take up the matter 
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of envy, but only as an introduction to the inevitable issue 
of difficulty in life, and in particular, difficulty in married 
life. While the sin of envy can be the response to 
difficulty, there will be difficulty, whether or not there is 
sin accompanying it. The world is vast and complex. The 
forces making it up can press down on an individual and on 
a family; they can push, press and shove that individual or 
family. This need not be due to the sin of the sufferer, nor 
need it lead to sin on his or her part. Difficulty and 
suffering — specifically in the family! Let us be reminded 
of this by the Gospel scene of today in which the all-holy 
Mary, wife and mother, hears the words of Simeon, that “a 
sword will pierce your own soul too” (Luke 2:36-40). It is 
a harbinger of the future. Let our thoughts pass on to a 
further incident in the Infancy Narrative, when Mary and 
Joseph find the boy Jesus in the Temple. There had been 
three days of a tormented search for him. Mary says to her 
divine Son: “Son, why have you thus acted towards us? 
Your father and I have sought you in great torment” (Luke 
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2:48). There was no sin in Mary, no sin in Joseph, and of 
course, there could never be any sin in the boy Jesus, Son 
of God made man. Still, his action — all good and all 
wise, and according to the Father’s will — caused great 
difficulty to his parents. I am sure it was foreseen by the 
Boy himself, for even humanly he was of surpassing 
intelligence. So it would have caused him distress too — 
but it was the will of his Father that he act thus. There we 
have difficulty in family life entirely free from any trace of 
sin. Difficulty in family life is everywhere. 

Let us dwell on the grand vocation of marriage and 
family life, and with it the inevitable presence of difficulty 
and suffering. We have in history a family that is a 
universal model because it was a family of extraordinary, 
unparalleled and wondrous holiness. At the same time it 
was a family of entirely ordinary circumstances, including 
the circumstance of obscurity. But it too had its 
difficulties. The birth of the Redeemer into this family was 
marked by difficulties. It was shrouded in poverty. There 
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was also the solemn warning of Simeon to Mary that the 
Child would be persecuted, and that a sword would be 
driven through her soul. A little while later there was a 
sudden and life-threatening persecution — the Magi 
departed, and the henchmen of Herod were on their way. 
They would have got hold of the Child had it not been for 
the Angel’s warning. It meant that Mary and Joseph, with 
the Child, had to be up and on their way by night to a 
different country, no less. Then there was the incident 
mentioned above. It involved three days of severe distress 
for Mary and Joseph, crowned by her plaintive question: 
“Son, why have you thus acted towards us?” Why had he 
acted thus? She immediately learnt that he acted thus 
because it was the will of his heavenly Father. But there 
was no explanation of why God chose thus to direct his 
divine Son. This is instructive indeed. So many things 
happen in the life of an individual and a family which are 
mysteriously permitted by God without any divine 
explanation of why it was allowed, why it was necessary, 
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why he had acted thus. A girl is raised in a happy family 
on a remote farm. She is an excellent young girl, religious, 
and with all the dispositions needed to become a fine 
mother and wife, serving God in that vocation all her days. 
She meets a young man, marries, moves to the metropolis, 
and then there begins a marriage full of burden and sorrow 
for her. He is a complete disappointment by anyone else’s 
reckoning, but she remains faithful to him right to the end. 
Her friends and relatives pity her bad luck and admire her 
undaunted spirit. Why did God allow this to happen? 
Does she envy her sisters and brothers for their families, 
their spouses? Does she get disappointed or angry with 
God himself? No, indeed. She does not understand why 
this happened or was allowed, but she accepts the 
providence of God. Her life is obscure and glorious, and 
suffering has been the making of her. Her life of difficulty 
is grand, not tragic. 

Let us today think of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, the model family of all time. This family is, 
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and should be the source of inspiration for every family 
and the object of every family’s contemplation. Let us 
contemplate this family in respect to family difficulties. 
God fulfils his providential plan in the midst of difficulty 
and suffering — and the life and mission of the Redeemer 
shows this. Let us, then, remain united to God by 
remaining united to Jesus, Mary and Joseph all the days of 
our life, especially in the midst of the inevitable difficulties 
and sufferings. They will be the making of us, if we 
submit ourselves to the will of God. 

Second reflection: (Luke 2:36-40) 

Anna Today, the feast of the Holy Family, our 
Gospel scene includes the inspiring and inspired figure of 
Anna the prophetess. Together with Simeon she was a 
magnificent example of the holiness attainable under the 
Old Testament. Her life was completely centred on God 
and on his presence in the Temple which she never left, 
night or day. So here we have a group of people of signal 



357 


holiness at the end of the period of the Old Testament and 
the beginning of the New: Simeon and Anna on the one 
hand, and the Holy Family on the other, Mary and Joseph, 
with the Christ-child in their midst as the object of the 
attention of all. Let us in our mind’s eye contemplate An na 
giving utterance to her inspired praise and testimony about 
the Messiah who has come. In this she gives us a 
wonderful example. Our passage tells us that Anna went 
on to speak of the child to all who looked forward to the 
deliverance of Jerusalem (Luke 2:36-40). Undoubtedly 
many of those who looked forward to this deliverance had 
dim, confused and mistaken notions of what this 
deliverance would involve. After all, John the Baptist 
himself was puzzled years later by what he heard Our Lord 
was actually doing. But these holy people waited on God 
and their lives were oriented towards the salvation they 
knew was coming, while not knowing clearly its precise 
shape and nature. 
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We do know, though. We have not only the inspired 
New Testament Scriptures, but the Tradition and teaching 
of the Church. We know, like Anna and Simeon, who the 
long-awaited Messiah is, and we also know what the plan 
of salvation is which he effected. Let us then, with the 
spirit of Anna and with the help and prayers of Mary and 
Joseph, embrace Christ and his plan for our salvation and 
sanctification. Let us fully cooperate with this plan day by 
day. Many kings and prophets, Our Lord once said to his 
disciples, had longed to see what you see and never saw it. 
Let us surrender ourselves daily to Christ and his will for 
us, and speak of him to others just as Anna did when she 
saw and recognized him. 
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Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 3:16 God so loved the world that he 
gave his Only Begotten Son, so that all who believe in him 
may not perish, but may have eternal life. 

Collect Almighty and invisible God, who dispersed the 
darkness of this world by the coming of your light, look, 
we pray, with serene countenance upon us, that we may 
acclaim with fitting praise the greatness of the Nativity of 
your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2: 3-11; Psalm 96:l-2a, 2b-3, 5b- 

6; Luke 2:22-35 

When the time of their purification according to the 
Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took 
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written 
in the Law of the Lord, Every firstborn male is to be 
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consecrated to the Lord), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping 
with what is said in the Law of the Lord: a pair of doves or 
two young pigeons. Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in 
his arms and praised God, saying: Sovereign Lord, as you 
have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel. The 
child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, 
his mother: This child is destined to cause the falling and 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
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spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too. 
(Luke 2:22-35) 

Simeon He is an unknown soldier and is part of 
Bonaparte’s Grande Armee. He has his wife and children 
back on his tiny farm in the vicinity of Rouen, France. All 
he really wants is to see them again. It is 1812, and on 23 
June the huge army enters Poland, heading for Russia. 
Within a few days of crossing the Niemen, several soldiers 
begin to develop high fevers and pink rashes on their 
bodies. Typhus has broken out in the Grande Armee, and 
just one month into the campaign, Napoleon has lost 
thousands of his soldiers to typhus and dysentery. Our 
unknown soldier longs to see his family. The battle of 
Borodino follows, and Napoleon enters Moscow with his 
army very tired — and Moscow, deserted, is set ablaze by 
guerrilla Russians. The retreat begins within a month. 
Russians harass the desperate French force as they make 
their way back, trying to escape the winter. Our unknown 
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soldier is among them, longing to see his wife again. The 
Grande Armee is virtually destroyed by the weather, by 
disease, and by the pursuing Russians, and Napoleon's 
reputation of invincibility is shattered. But we are 
observing the unknown soldier. Miraculously, he survives 
the terrible ordeal with but minor injuries, and gets home to 
Rouen to see his wife and children. Think of him and of 
what has become the focus and goal of his life, which is to 
see his family once more. Let him be an emblem of the 
goal of life. He wanted to “see” his wife and children: this 
meant that he wanted to see and be with them in a life of 
final, settled communion with them. So then, is the goal of 
life, say, to get a lot of money? If so, what then? This 
cannot be the goal, because manifestly just having money 
cannot be a source of true happiness. Is the goal of life to 
get to the top of power, which is what Napoleon wanted? 
If so, what then? That unknown soldier had a better 
understanding. His goal was to “see” his family again. 
That word “see” (which our soldier repeated in his longing 
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heart) meant being with his wife and family, and working 
for them in circumstances of settled communion. That 
physical sight was a symbol and means of his heart’s 
gaining and resting in the object of his love. Man’s heart 
longs to “see” that for which it yearns, and this “seeing” by 
the heart is its presence with the object of its love. In a 
sense, this is the goal of life. 

In our Gospel today the Messiah is brought into the 
Temple of the Lord, and with that we are introduced to a 
figure who may be considered as quintessential^ a saint of 
the Old Testament. Simeon appears on the scene, led by 
the Holy Spirit. He has grasped the kernel of what we 
might call Old Testament religion and the pivotal place of 
the promise of a Messiah. His life has for its focus the 
hope of seeing him, and in this he may be said to express 
the ideal of the people of God. “Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the 
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Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts” (Luke 2: 22-35). This sight of the Messiah 
was the true hope of Revealed Religion prior to Jesus 
Christ. Simeon’s whole being longed to “see” Christ, and 
in this he is a symbol of the true son of Abraham. Our 
Lord in one of his confrontations with his enemies of the 
Temple aristocracy said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced 
that he was to see my day, he saw it and was glad” (John 8: 
56). Simeon, like Abraham his father in faith, rejoiced to 
“see” the day of Christ. Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector 
of Jericho, ran ahead to “see” Jesus (Luke 19:4) — and 
Christ pronounced him to be “a son of Abraham” (Luke 
19:9). Our Lord on one occasion said to his disciples that 
“blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they 
hear. Truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous 
men longed to see what you see and did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear and did not hear it” (Matthew 13:lb- 
17). The longing of the Scriptures was to “see” and to 
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“hear” the Messiah. It was because so many were found 
not to have this longing that our Lord chose to speak to 
them in parables only, and without the explanation he gave 
to his disciples. As he said to his disciples, “With them 
indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah which says, ‘You 
shall indeed hear but never understand, and you shall 
indeed see but never perceive, for this people’s heart has 
grown dull ... and their eyes they have closed’” (Matthew 
13:14-15). 

To see Christ was the goal of Simeon’s life. Not only 
is Simeon an image of the spirit of revealed religion prior 
to Jesus Christ, but he is a model for all of us. Life’s goal 
is to see the God who became man in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. Blessed are the pure of heart, our Lord said, for 
they shall see God (Matthew 5:8). Our heart longs to see 
God, which is to say, our heart longs to see Jesus Christ our 
Way, our Truth and our Life, as Simeon longed to see him. 
This “seeing” of Jesus Christ our God, our Brother and our 
Redeemer is that “seeing” which is the arrival at full and 
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final communion with him in heaven — a communion 
which is begun, established and brought to a height and a 
depth during this life. Seeing Christ, in this sense, is the 
goal of life. 


Second reflection: (Luke 2:22-35) 

Christ We could say that today’s Gospel passage 
has the person and testimony of Simeon for its special 
focus. At the point when the Messiah appears in a public 
setting — being brought to the Temple where the chosen 
people of God gathered — Simeon also appears, led by the 
Holy Spirit. Simeon was a marvellous embodiment of the 
Old Testament. He was a holy man, led by the Spirit of 
God and filled with the expectation of the Old Testament 
(Luke 2:22-35). He longed for the coming of the Messiah 
who was everything for him. In the Messiah would come 
the salvation of the nations and the glory of Israel. Christ 
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is the object of the Old Testament, and as with Simeon, he 
must be the object of our lives too. But as we picture the 
Christ-child in the arms of one who embodied the Old 
Testament, we think also of the ones whom Simeon was 
addressing. He was speaking to Mary and to Joseph, both 
of whom we can take as representing the New Testament. 
In Christ, Mary is our mother and Joseph our foster-father. 
Christ is there in the midst of this holy group which 
embraces both the Old Testament and the New. He is the 
centre and the object of all God’s revelation, the gift of the 
Father to sinful man and to each of us. 

Let us then make Simeon’s words and sentiments our 
own and be filled with a similar appreciation for Jesus our 
treasure. In him we have every heavenly blessing. Let us 
make him the treasure of our everyday lives and let us 
resolve to bring this treasure to those around us. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Wisdom 18: 14-15 When a profound 
silence covered all things and night was in the middle of its 
course, your all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from 
heaven’s royal throne. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the newness of 
the Nativity in the flesh of your Only Begotten Son may set 
us free, for ancient servitude holds us bound beneath the 
yoke of sin. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-8a, 8b-9,10; 

Luke 2:36-40 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and 
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then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshipped night and day, fasting and 
praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
(Luke 2:36-40) 

Faith in Christ One of the greatest of literary 
phenomena in history is the collection of scrolls viewed by 
the ancient people of Israel (up to, including and after the 
time of Jesus Christ) as being inspired by God. I refer to 
the Old Testament. The extent of this inspired collection, 
which is to say its official Canon or list, for a long time 
was not altogether clear. For instance, the Sadducees 
accepted only the Torah. It took centuries for the Rabbis to 
determine their Canon, and a few centuries more before the 
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Catholic Church determined it authoritatively. But there 
was no doubt that, whatever be the extent of the books, 
what was involved was divine inspiration. Granted the 
sacred fact of inspiration, there was a further major 
difficulty — it was, what did the inspired books teach ? 
What was to be their interpretation ? In particular, was 
there a Keyl Plainly, there were some pivotal texts. There 
is Genesis 3:15, predicting the treading on the head of the 
Serpent by the seed of the Woman. There is Genesis 12:2- 
4, with God’s blessing on Abram and his promise that 
through him all the families of the earth would be blessed. 
There is Genesis 15:5-6 with God’s renewed promise and 
Abram’s belief in his word. There is Genesis 49:10, with 
Jacob’s prediction that the scepter would pass from Judah 
to him “to whom it belongs; and to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples”. There are the predictions of the 
coming of the Prophet, the Suffering Servant, the Son of 
Man. There is the law of love for the one God: “Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love 
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the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5). So it 
may go on and on. But what was to be made of it? The 
fact is that the inspired scrolls were very disparate in genre, 
purpose and point — though all had the one and same 
divine Author. It is not surprising that normally speaking 
there were few real authorities. The very Gospels hint at 
this when they report the delight of the people at hearing 
Jesus Christ because, unlike the scribes he spoke with 
authority (Matthew 7:29; Mark 1:22; Luke 4:32). It was 
one of the signs of a prophet that he taught as if bearing 
divine authority to teach. 

Jesus of Nazareth was recognized as having this, and 
we notice that “the Jews marveled, saying, ‘How is it that 
this man has learning, when he has never studied?’” (John 
7:15). One of the most striking things about the teaching 
of Jesus Christ is that he presented a definitive 
interpretation of the Scriptures — which, of course, the 
Christian knows to be the true interpretation. He himself is 
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the Interpretation of the Scriptures. He is the Key to the 
Scriptures before him. Now, there is a further point: faith 
in him is likewise a Key to the Scriptures before him — 
which brings us to our Gospel for today, featuring the 
striking figure of Anna the prophetess. Anna surely 
appears as one of the last of the Old Testament prophets, 
having exercised her gift in various unknown ways during 
her long life. She may be said to be an instance of the best 
of that to which Revealed Religion called the people of 
God prior to Jesus Christ. And what was the climax of her 
life? It was being drawn by the Holy Spirit to the Person 
of Jesus, and then wholeheartedly welcoming him as the 
Messiah. She had singular faith in Jesus Christ, and is a 
clear sign of the very meaning of the Old Testament. She, 
a holy prophetess, was filled with joy at her encounter with 
the infant Jesus. Another was Elizabeth, the kinswoman of 
Mary the mother of Jesus. She too, now advanced in years, 
may be said to represent the best of the Old Testament. At 
the approach of Mary bearing within her the Messiah, 
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“Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is 
this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me?’” (Luke 1:41-43). Elizabeth, a holy woman of the 
Old Testament (“righteous before the Lord, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless” 
1:6), speaks as a prophetess and shows her faith in the 
Child. That was at the end of the Old Testament period. 
Now, Christ speaks of Abraham rejoicing in him too. 
“Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; 
he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56). Abraham, at least 
implicitly, had faith in Jesus Christ — this was a Key to 
what was to follow, just as Anna of our Gospel today gives 
us the Key to what had gone before her. 

Jesus Christ is the Key to the Scriptures, together with 
faith in him. The prophetess Anna teaches us this (Luke 2: 
36-40). Let us take her example of faith in and welcoming 
of the Messiah as a light beaming on the holy persons and 
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patterns of the inspired books. As our Lord exclaimed to 
his disciples, “Blessed are the eyes which see what you 
see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to 
see what you see and did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear and did not hear it” (Luke 10:23-24). On the high 
mountain when our Lord was transfigured in glory, “two 
men talked with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in 
glory and spoke of his departure, which he was to 
accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:30). Let us learn to read 
the Scriptures with Christ and faith in him as their Key. 
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Seventh Day of the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9:5 A child is born for us, and a son 
is given to us; his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, 
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the Nativity of 
your Son established the beginning and fulfillment of all 
religion, grant, we pray, that we may be numbered among 
those who belong to him, in whom is the fullness of human 
salvation. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:18-21; Psalm 96:1-2, 11-12, 

13; John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
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and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There 
came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all men might believe. He himself was 
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The 
true light that gives light to every man was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not recognise him. He 
came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the power to become 
children of God — children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the Only 
Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 
testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me 
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because he was before me. ’ From his fullness we have all 
received one grace upon grace. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No-one has ever seen God, but God the Only 
Begotten, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. 
(John 1:1-18). 

Mystery Revealed In a letter of March 10, 1880 
(close to a year after receiving the Cardinalate), Cardinal 
Newman wrote to a correspondent that “the Jewish Priests 
did teach, faithfully, truly and successfully, the Divine Law 
and its prophetic revelations on the whole and in substance 
up to the time of our Lord’s coming. In fact they had 
prepared the Jews for Him. They had kept the prospect of 
his coming before the minds of their people, nay before the 
heathen nations of the East, so that the Messiah was 
expected at that very time” (LD XXIX, p.245). That is to 
say, the great thought of the coming Messiah, the Object of 
many principal prophecies, was kept vivid in the mind of 
the nation by its religious leaders. As Newman says, even 
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the surrounding nations of the East had picked up the 
notion that a great King was coming. Herod the Great, an 
Idumean, was very sensitive to the matter (Matthew 2:3). 
However, the prophecies themselves had been gradual and 
vague. Some of them do not seem to have been taken up 
seriously. For instance, there were the haunting predictions 
of the Suffering Servant in Deutero-Isaiah. Notably, they 
had been interpreted in very temporal and material senses. 
After all, Abraham had been promised a Land. Moses had 
been shown the Promised Land and Joshua his successor 
had let the chosen people into it. David was the great King 
who established the polity, and the Messiah would be his 
son and successor. The threats of the prophets had been 
that if the people did not repent, they would have their land 
taken from them and they would be placed in subjection to 
others. Daniel 7 predicted the coming Son of Man to 
whom would be given the dominion, an everlasting 
dominion that would not be destroyed. All this was 
fulfilled in the event, but what was new and a great 
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development was the revelation by Jesus of Nazareth of the 
spiritual nature of God’s kingdom. The Angel had told 
Joseph in a dream that the Son of Mary his wife “will save 
his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). The idea of a 
crucified Messiah who would have a spiritual mission — 
to atone for the sin of mankind — and who would be King 
of a kingdom not of this world, became a cause of 
stumbling — that is, a “scandal.” On the matter of the 
Messiah, the Christian religion was new, but in entire 
accord with the Scriptures. 

But there was much more that was new, and which led 
to a great rupture. Not only was the Messiah’s mission 
supremely spiritual and concerned with man’s 
reconciliation with God, but the Messiah turned out — so 
his followers claimed — to be, yes, God! He was the all¬ 
holy One. He was Yahweh himself come among us as 
man. But there was more to this. Yahweh God was said 
by the followers of this Way to be not just one divine 
Person, for Jesus of Nazareth was his own Son by nature. 
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Jesus spoke of God as his own Father, and spoke as One 
who was equal to him. He, Jesus, was the full revelation 
of God, the image of the unseen God, the very Word of 
God made flesh. He who sees me, sees the Father, he told 
his disciples. He was the only Gate to heaven, the only 
way to the Father. There was also the Spirit of God — he 
was not just the Divine Action or Assistance, but was 
himself a divine Person. All this was altogether beyond 
what had been preserved by the Priests and the Scribes in 
the day-to-day religion of the people. Allowing for many 
exceptions such as Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, 
they fell away and refused the whole business. The 
Christian claim was that, as John, one of the “pillars” 
among them, would later write, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of 
men.” The bedrock position of the Christian religion was 
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that “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the Only 
Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:1- 
18). The blessing that the Word made flesh brought to man 
was the gift of divine filiation: “to all who received him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the power to 
become children of God.” Now, all this was new indeed, 
and far beyond the grasp of human reason. It was the 
mystery hidden for ages in God (Ephesians 3:9). No 
religion has ever appeared with tenets so original and so 
much beyond the mind of man. 

Our Gospel today is what is commonly called the 
Prologue of St John’s Gospel. It sets forth at the outset the 
Christian mystery, and mystery it obviously is. There is no 
religion which can compare with the Christian revelation in 
profundity and originality and with such grandeur of 
purpose. Nor can any religion compare with it in strength 
of life amid adversity. How could this have come from 
mere fishermen and obscure artisans — their leader being a 
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carpenter from an unknown village in Galilee who had 
himself executed after a fling at religion? As our Prologue 
sings to the ages, it was from God that it all came, and it is 
to God that it takes us. 


Second reflection: (John 1:1-18) 

Sin Our Gospel today is generally called the 
prologue of the fourth Gospel (John 1:1-18), in which St 
John gives us an overview of his Gospel. It introduces us 
to the central issues entailed in God the Son becoming 
man. What, we may ask, is especially noteworthy about 
God’s sojourn among us and which St John especially 
highlights? It is that God came among his own and his 
own did not accept him. All things came into being 
through him. He was life and that life was the light of 
men, without which a man is in the darkness. And yet, 
despite this, when he became flesh and dwelt among his 
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own, his own would not accept him. This is the 
astonishing thing about the world, that man is found to be 
alienated and hostile to his Maker. It is most important that 
we discover this ingrained, chronic, insurmountable 
hostility to God in ourselves if we are ever to overcome it 
by the power of God. St John’s prologue brings before us 
the enormity of man’s — that is, our — sinfulness. But a 
distinguishing feature of our modern culture is that this is 
not recognised. Characteristically, we have lost the sense 
of sin. We tend to have little sense of it, and the result is 
that we do not feel much need for our Lord himself, 
because his mission was precisely to eradicate sin and to 
reconcile us completely to God. And this is the other great 
point taught by St John in his Prologue, that not only is 
man caught up with sin, but that Christ offers to all who 
accept him in faith and love, the power to become children 
of God. 


So, at the threshold of the new year, let us place at the 
forefront of our minds the reality of sin and the offer of 
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redemption. By our baptism we are in Christ. Therein lies 
our future, both here and hereafter. 
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Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God (Jan 1) 

Entrance Antiphon Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to 
the King, who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

Or: 

Cf. Is 9:1, 5: Lk 1:33 Today a light will shine upon us, 
for the Lord is bom for us; and he will be called Wondrous 
God, Prince of peace, Father of future ages: and his reign 
will be without end. 

Collect O God, who through the fruitful virginity of 
Blessed Mary bestowed on the human race the grace of 
eternal salvation, grant, we pray, that we may experience 
the intercession of her, through whom we were found 
worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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(January 1) Mary Mother of God 

The precise title “Mother of God” goes back at least to the 
third or fourth century. In the Greek form Theotokos (God- 
bearer), it became the touchstone of the Church’s teaching 
about the Incarnation. The Council of Ephesus in 431 
insisted that the holy Fathers were right in calling the holy 
virgin Theotokos. At the end of this particular session, 
crowds of people marched through the street shouting: 
“Praised be the Theotokosl ” In its chapter on Mary’s role 
in the Church, Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church calls Mary “Mother of God” 12 times. 

Scripture today : Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 

Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 

So the shepherds hurried off and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
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were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were 
just as they had been told. On the eighth day, when it was 
time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before he had been conceived. (Luke 
2 : 16 - 21 ) 

Mary and the Church At the beginning of a new 
year and looking back, we surely must be grateful for the 
gift of time. How much more time we shall have, we do 
not know. Time is precious, and it must be used well. As 
John Henry Newman writes at the end of one of his most 
famous books ( The Development of Christian Doctrine ), 
life is short and eternity is long. At the start of the new 
year our questions ought be, what have I done with the 
time that was granted to me? What am I doing now with 
the time I have? And finally, what shall I do with the time 
I may be given as I look to the year ahead? We must use 
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our time to attain the end for which we are created. This is 
to know, love and serve Jesus our Lord here on earth, and 
in this way to see and enjoy him forever in heaven — for 
he, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, is God. If 
this goal is not attained, the time given to us has been 
catastrophically wasted. Indeed, our Lord said of one 
person who acted towards him tragically that it would have 
been better had he not been born. So then, the critical 
question for the coming year is, how are we to find Jesus 
Our Lord, and how are we to love and serve him? Well, 
right at the beginning of the year the Church places before 
us the figure of Mary the Mother of God. The Church does 
this for a simple reason. Christ is the gift of the Father to 
humanity and in sending his Son among us, he entrusted 
him to Mary. He was born of the Virgin Mary. He came 
to us by means of her. In our Gospel scene today, the 
shepherds were directed by the angel to go to the town of 
Bethlehem and there they would find the Saviour who had 
been born to them, Christ the Lord. They hurried away to 
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Bethlehem to see him, and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
Child lying in the manger. The Child was not alone but 
with Mary. Our Lord is best found by going to Mary, and 
by being always close to Mary. Imagine the love which the 
shepherds perceived in the eyes of Mary as she gazed on 
her Son! Her very look directed them to Jesus. Further, 
while Christ is found with Mary, Mary is found with 
Joseph. If we stay close to Mary and to Joseph, we shall be 
staying close to Jesus. 

There is a further point. Mary and Joseph are not 
alone either. They were, and are, the first and foremost 
members of the Church: by the Church’s formal 
declarations, Mary is the Church’s mother and model; 
Joseph is the Church’s universal protector. They are the 
first, the greatest and the holiest members of the Church. 
In them, we who make up the Church have a mother and a 
protector who are the two surpassing models of Christian 
discipleship. Christ is found with Mary his mother, with 
Joseph his foster-father, and he is found in the heart of the 
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Church. Christ comes to us and is found by us as head of 
the Church, his body. Therefore we are reminded in 
today’s celebration of Mary the mother of God that an 
essential element of involvement with Christ is 
involvement with and appreciation of the Church which is 
his body. Just as Christ is found in the arms of Mary with 
Joseph by her side, so he is found in the life of the Church 
his body, fie is not found alone. At times one hears the 
statement, Christ yes, the Church no. Those who say this 
mean that they are happy to seek and serve the Person of 
Jesus, but only Jesus. That is to say, they do not want to 
have much to do with the Church. The Church is rejected. 
But God does not work that way in bringing us the gift of 
redemption. God sent his Son to us born of a woman, and 
as a Child of the holy family. That holy family was the 
incipient Church, gathered around Jesus who came forth to 
mankind from within its midst. That is to say, in the plan 
of God, Christ comes to us from within the Church which 
is his body. To know Christ Jesus we must draw near to 
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his Church, learning to love the Church just as Christ loves 
her. On this day when we think of Mary the Mother of 
God, we think also of her as the mother and model of the 
Church. It is through her, mother and member of the 
Church, that Christ has come to us. The Church is the 
body, the spouse and the family of Christ. This is a very 
important point. There are forms of Christianity that 
understand the Christian life as a matter simply between 
me and Jesus. This is not the Catholic notion — nor is it a 
Scriptural and Gospel notion. The Catholic Christian 
avoids this image of the Christian life. 

Of course, the Christian life is a matter between the 
individual and Christ, but Christ comes to the individual 
not alone but as part of a company, as it were. He comes 
as head of the Church which he founded and sustains. 
Right from the beginning at Bethlehem he comes as sent 
from God but in the arms of his mother Mary, and in the 
company of Joseph his protector. The seeker will find him 
in the company of his body the Church, of which Mary is 
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the mother, the model and the foremost member, and of 
which Joseph is the guardian. Let us resolve to make 
Christ the centre of our life this coming year, while doing 
so in union with Mary our mother, with Joseph our 
heavenly foster-father and guardian, with, indeed, the 
whole Church of God. Let us unite ourselves to this great 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, to seek that union with 
our Lord to which we are called. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Second Sunday after Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 18: 14 15 When a profound 
silence covered all things and night was in the middle of its 
course, your all powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from 
heaven's royal throne. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, splendour of faithful 
souls, graciously be pleased to fill the world with your 
glory, and show yourself to all peoples by the radiance of 
your light. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 24:1-4.12-16; Psalm 147; 

Ephesians 1:3-6.15-18; John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 
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nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe. He himself was not the 
light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light 
that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to 
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the power to become children of God — children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. (John testified concerning 
him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about 
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when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me 
because he was before me. ”’) Out of his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, he has made him known. (John 
1 : 1 - 18 ) 

Light of Life We do speak of animals making 
mistakes, of course. A lion stalking a deer can make a 
miscalculation. In fact, animals are continually calculating 
well or poorly and it is a matter of life and death for them. 
But the issues of truth and error are irrelevant to the animal 
— for the animal it is only a question of acting according 
to instinct. One never speaks of an animal being in 
possession of the truth, let alone living in the truth. That 
implies a mind, and implicitly a will or power of choice. 
As against the animal, the most critical thing for the human 
being is that he wish to know the truth and that he be on the 
way to knowing it. Putting it in the form of a metaphor, it 
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is most important that he be in the light and not in the dark. 
In view of the fact that there is manifestly a vast degree of 
error in the world, it is equally important that he know 
where the light is to be found. When Malcolm Muggeridge 
was elected rector of Edinburgh University in the early 
1970s, he was goaded by the editor of the university 
student magazine to support the call for contraceptive pills 
to be made available to students. He ended up resigning 
his position — and I remember especially his stating that 
his ambition had been to be a light to others. This was 
before his conversion to Catholicism. We need the light of 
truth, and we need to know where that light can be found. 
We also need persons around us who are in possession of 
that light. Christ told his disciples that they ought strive to 
be the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). Many people in 
history have striven to be a light to others — great 
philosophers such as Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, perhaps 
Cicero, Plotinus and others. The founders of the great 
religions saw themselves in this way. Buddha considered 
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that he had discovered the path to happiness, to be attained 
through Enlightenment, and he drew after him countless 
followers to this day. So too Zoroaster, Confucius — they 
considered that they had the light in one form or another. 
The prophets of the Old Testament were called to be a 
light, indeed to bring the light of God to others. Abraham 
had the light of the promise made to him by God. Through 
him there would be a blessing to all the earth through his 
line. The light we are talking of is the light of truth. 

Truth: if there is one thing that man needs it is the 
light of truth. Yes, there have been various lights — real, 
supposed or purported. But how great a thing it is that the 
true light, the absolute light of the world and of every man, 
has come into the world! This is one of the things which St 
John is at pains to make clear in the Prologue of his 
Gospel, which is our Gospel text for today. The Light of 
the world has come! Great as John the Baptist was as a 
light (and how great he was, considering the accuracy and 
depth of his testimony to Jesus!), John the Evangelist 
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contrasts him with the true Light. John was not the Light. 
“There was a man sent from God whose name was John, 
fie came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe. JJe himself was not the 
light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light 
that gives light to everyone was coming into the world” 
(1:6-9). That is to say, great as he was John could scarcely 
hold a candle to the true Light — he was not the light, only 
a witness to it. JJow then does the Prologue describe the 
true Light? It is breathtaking. JJe was with God in the 
beginning, and is himself God. Through him all things 
have their being and their life. JJe is the Source of life for 
all who live, and he, the Life, is the light of every man. 
That is the first thing that we must get clearly in our minds, 
that the Light of the world has come and this Light is Jesus 
Christ. If he is ignored or rejected, one will be in the 
darkness. The next thing to get clearly in mind is, where is 
the light of Christ — meaning here his teaching — to be 
found? It is found in two great sources or channels: the 
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Church’s Tradition, and the Church’s inspired Scriptures. 
In practical terms this means Catechism and Bible. There 
are two great Books which every member of Christ’s 
faithful ought be reading carefully and prayerfully all 
through life, The Catechism of the Catholic Church, and 
the Bible. They are two quite big books, and in them there 
is a lifetime of prayerful reading and reflection. They can 
be read in a variety of ways — starting from the first page, 
working through to the end and then beginning again, or 
thematically according to some other structured method. 

In whatever practical steps we take to rely on Jesus 
Christ who is the Light and Life of the world, we must 
entrust ourselves to the Spirit of God, our Counsellor and 
Guide. As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, let us not 
make the Holy Spirit sad. Let us ever ask him for his help: 
“Come Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful, and 
enkindle in them the fire of your love!”. As our Lord said 
to his disciples, “the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, 
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and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” 
(John 14:26). Let us live in the Light, then! 
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Monday before the Epiphany of The Lord 

Entrance Antiphon A holy day has dawned upon us: 
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has 
come down upon the earth. 

Collect Before the Solemnity of the Epiphany Grant your 
people, O Lord, we pray, unshakable strength of faith, so 
that all who profess that your Only Begotten Son is with 
you for ever in your glory and was born of the Virgin Mary 
in a body truly like our own may be freed from present 
trials and given a place in abiding gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : 1 John 2:22-28; Psalm 98:1-4; 
John 1:19-28 

And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from 
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites (to him) to ask him, 
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“Who are you?” he admitted and did not deny it, but 
admitted, “I am not the Messiah. ” So they asked him, 
“What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “lam 
not. ” “Are you the Prophet? ” Pie answered, “No. ” So 
they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer 
to those who sent us? What do you have to say for 
yourself? ” He said: “I am ‘the voice of one crying out in 
the desert, “Make straight the way of the Lord, ” ’ as Isaiah 
the prophet said. ” Some Pharisees were also sent. They 
asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the 
Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet? ” John answered them, 
“I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom 
you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, 
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie. ” This 
happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. (John 1:19-28) 

Knowing Christ We take the Internet for granted, 
but it is an astonishing phenomenon. Consider but one of 
its features — the books that are available on-line and 



403 


which we take as a matter of course. A vast number of 
library collections, including works of great historical 
importance going back centuries, are accessible from one’s 
private study. In many respects it is far easier to do 
research in the room of one’s own house than in the best 
library of one’s city. With e-readers and memory sticks 
one can carry huge libraries around in one’s pocket. I 
mention this, not to extol the Internet and the various 
means of information technology, but to draw attention to 
the power of the human mind to know, to comprehend, to 
judge, to attain insight. Let the mind’s eye pass across the 
scene of the works of man. Consider his cities, his 
technical inventions, his writings and his works of culture, 
his military conquests — all the displays of order, let us 
say, that he has imposed on the world about him in order to 
attain his goals. Man is manifestly a being with intellect 
and will. It is one of the great things he discovers about 
himself, that he can know things, and want and seek what 
he knows. He is pre-eminently the being in the visible 
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universe distinguished by intellect and will. He also is 
aware that this is a moral matter: in all that he thinks and 
wants, there is the ever-present fact of moral obligation. 
He may eat of any tree in the garden, but from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil he must not eat. That is to 
say, in his thinking, his judging, his choosing and his 
willing, he must not decide for himself in sovereign and 
arbitrary fashion what is right and wrong. He must know, 
accept and obey the right and avoid the wrong, as 
something objective which rules him, and not he it. Well 
then, of all the trees in the Garden in which man has been 
placed, from which is it that he ought make it his business 
to eat? Yes, he may eat of any tree in the Garden — 
excepting the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
(Genesis 2: 9.17). But is there a tree which more than any 
other he should eat of, and which, if he partakes of it, will 
give him life in abundance? There is, and it is the tree of 
life that is in the midst of the Garden (Genesis 2: 9). That 
tree of life was denied to Adam after he had rebelled 



405 


(Genesis 3: 24). The tree of life is the knowledge of God 
and his holy will - and of the One he has sent. 

Man is made to know, love and serve God in all that 
he does during his brief span of life. Specifically, his 
calling in life is to be Christ’s disciple. As our Lord said in 
his great prayer during the Last Supper, eternal life is this, 
to know you God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
This is the tree of life. The one thing that matters more 
than anything in life is that we come to know Jesus Christ. 
For this reason our Lord gave to his disciples, and through 
them to his Church, a very specific charge before he 
ascended into heaven. It was to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations. In our Gospel passage 
today we have a superb instance of one who understood 
this, and who bore witness to the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. John the Baptist was so great that many thought 
that he could well be the promised One, the Messiah — or 
at least Elijah now returned, or perhaps the expected 
Prophet. No, I am not, he said. I am a mere voice, the 
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voice the Prophet Isaiah said would be heard to prepare the 
way for the Lord. They asked him, “Why then do you 
baptize if you are not the Messiah or Elijah or the 
Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water; but 
there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the 
one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not 
worthy to untie” (John 1:19-28). John knew the One who 
was among them, while they did not recognize him. We 
have here in this contrast the critical issue for human life: 
knowing or not knowing Jesus Christ, whose sandal strap 
the greatest among us is not worthy to untie. It is of critical 
importance that the knowledge of Jesus Christ be brought 
to the world, and that each and every person know and 
accept him. Of all the trees in the Garden from which man 
is free to eat, this is the tree of life. In his First Letter, John 
puts it in very stark terms: “Who is the liar? It is the man 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the 
antichrist — he denies the Father and the Son. No one who 
denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the 
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Son has the Father also” (1 John 2:22-28 ). Among all the 
things we may seek to know and want, it is this which is of 
capital importance because, as John writes, “this is what he 
promised us — eternal life” (1 John 2: 25). 

We must indeed busy ourselves with the various trees 
of the Garden, each of us according to our particular 
calling and circumstances. There is one tree we must 
always avoid — it is the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. We must never arrogantly decide for ourselves what 
is right and wrong but be governed always by God and his 
holy truth. But now, while there is one tree we must avoid, 
there is another from which we must partake. That is the 
tree of life that is in the midst of all other trees: the 
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ and the profession of 
him before the world. Let us make this our resolve as we 
think of the birth of Jesus Christ and his manifestation. 
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Second reflection: (John 1:19-28) 

Religious Truth In religion, in philosophy and in 
general human thought, there have always been rival 
claims as to what or who is the Absolute. Putting it 
differently, it is more characteristic of man to claim that 
there is no single Absolute, but that Ultimate Reality 
consists in the many rather than in an Absolute One. 
Outside of revealed religion and those religions that have 
been influenced by Judaeo-Christian revelation (such as 
Islam), there have been few religions testifying to but one 
personal God. Mankind has lacked a consensus as to the 
nature of the Ultimate, and this, of course, is even more 
characteristic of a pluralist society such as our own. As a 
result, pluralist societies tend to produce or favour the 
assumption of relativism. It tends to be assumed that 
objective truth is unattainable, and that objective truth is 
simply private opinion. The Christian in such a society can 
unconsciously begin to assume that it is illegitimate to 
claim that Jesus Christ is God’s Truth and the only way to 
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the Father. After all (so we can begin to reason), others 
make the same claims for their god or prophet. We can be 
enticed into thinking that truth is true only to the one 
believing it to be true — in other words that truth is not 
objective. Truth is relative to the individual. This is the 
danger constituted by relativism, and the danger is real. 
Truth is assumed to be a figment of the imagination. 

Today’s Gospel reading (John 1:19-28) makes it clear 
that Jesus is the Ultimate and the Absolute in all that 
pertains to God. St John the Baptist bore witness to him — 
he was not fit to undo the very sandal straps of Jesus. Let 
us this new year preserve in our hearts a profound sense of 
the absolute status of Jesus Christ. Jesus is Lord. He is the 
Lord of lords and King of kings. In this profession we 
speak objectively , meaning to present the absolute and 
objective truth. Jesus is the only way to the Father, the 
only name by which men can be saved. 
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Tuesday before the Epiphany of The Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 118 (117):26-27 Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has 
given us light. 

Collect Before the Solemnity of the Epiphany O God, 
who in the blessed childbearing of the holy Virgin Mary 
kept the flesh of your Son free from the sentence incurred 
by the human race, grant, we pray, that we, who have been 
taken up into this new creation, may be freed from the 
ancient taint of sin. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:29-3:6; Psalm 98:1, 3-6; 

John 1:29-34 


The next day, John saw Jesus coming to him and said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
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world. This is he of whom I said, After me there comes one 
who ranks ahead of me because he was before me. I did 
not know him, but for this have I come baptizing with water 
that he might be manifest in Israel. ” John gave testimony, 
saying: “I saw the Spirit coming down as a dove from 
heaven, and he remained upon him. I did not know him but 
he who sent me to baptize with water said to me: ‘He upon 
whom you will see the Spirit descend and remain, he it is 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. ’ I saw and I have given 
testimony that this is the Son of God. ” (John 1:29-34) 

The Baptist’s Testimony There are a number of 
remarkable things about this pronouncement by John the 
Baptist on Jesus of Nazareth, in the Gospel of St John. 
This is seen more clearly if set against the backdrop of the 
three Synoptic Gospels. In their account, the Baptist 
foretells the principal gift coming from the Messiah. In the 
Gospel of St Matthew, John proclaims that the “kingdom 
of heaven is near” (3:2). One was coming “who is more 
powerful than I” and “he will baptize you with the Holy 
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Spirit and fire.” He will gather the wheat and burn the 
chaff (3:11-12). Luke shows John as the fulfilment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy of the voice in the wilderness 
proclaiming the coming of the salvation of God (3:4-6). In 
his account, the Baptist foretells the coming of “one who is 
more powerful than I.... He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.” He will gather the wheat and burn the chaff 
(3:16-17). Mark reports the same (1:7-8), omitting the 
mention of “fire” and the matter of the gathering and the 
burning — in other words, the Judgment. So, Luke and 
Matthew are very close, and all three Synoptic Gospels 
report much the same thing about John’s testimony to 
Jesus. The principal thing is that the Messiah is coming 
and that he will baptise with the Holy Spirit. That will be 
his gift. In Luke’s companion volume, the Acts of the 
Apostles, our Lord before ascending into heaven refers to 
the fulfilment of this prophecy of John. The disciples were 
to wait in Jerusalem “for the promise of the Father. This is 
what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 
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water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now” (Acts 1:4-5). Our Lord repeats the 
point: “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses....” (1:8). 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is the principal blessing brought 
by Christ and his redemptive work. But when we turn to 
John the Evangelist’s account (as in today’s Gospel), we 
are reading the testimony of a true insider. John had been a 
disciple of John the Baptist, no less. He had heard more 
than the well-known statements by the prophet. Yes, the 
Baptist, informed by God himself, had foretold the great 
gift by the Messiah: he it is, he said, “who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.” 

But there was more about the Messiah that was 
revealed by the Baptist, according to the account of John. 
All the Gospels affirm that the Baptist had testified to Jesus 
as the One who was coming, and who would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit. But the Baptist conveyed more to his 
disciples about the Person of Jesus than this, and John — 
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one of those disciples — wants his readers to know about 
it. The Baptist declared that Jesus is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). We are not 
told whether this was a public, or semi-public utterance. It 
was stated “the next day” when he saw Jesus coming 
towards him, after a declaration about himself and the 
coming Messiah to representatives of “the Jews.” He 
repeated this point “the next day” to two of his disciples — 
Andrew and presumably John. Jesus was “the Lamb of 
God” (John 1:36). It was the signal for his two disciples to 
leave him and follow Jesus. This statement by John, 
acknowledged by the whole people as a prophet, was 
utterly remarkable. Who in all the Scriptures had been 
declared to be “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world”? The sin of the world! There is a clear 
declaration here that the world is in a state of sin and 
alienation from God, and that this Man would take it away 
— and as the Lamb which God provides. The Lamb! We 
think of the plaintive question of Isaac to Abraham his 
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father long before, “Behold, the fire and the wood; but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering? Abraham said, God 
will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son” 
(Genesis 22:7-8). God was now providing the Lamb, and 
the sacrifice would be offered up not just for Abraham, not 
just for the family and line of Abraham, not just for the 
chosen people, but for the whole world — and it would be 
for the world’s sin. As John writes in his First Letter, “he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him 
is no sin” (1 John 3:5). In the Book of Revelation, the 
apostle John sees “a Lamb standing, a Lamb that had been 
slain” (Rev 5:6). The Baptist’s declaration would seem to 
be a direct application of the prophecy of the Suffering 
Servant to the Person of Jesus of Nazareth. The 
Redemption, by means of a great sacrifice and the gift of 
God’s Spirit as a result, was divinely announced. 

There was more in the astonishing utterances of John 
the Baptist. When we examine the structure of the 
Johannine text (John 1:29-36), it looks as if John is 



416 


meaning to say that not only is Jesus the One who will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit; not only is he the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world; but especially is 
he the Son of God. “I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God” (John 1:34). John, who chose 
his words deliberately, must mean that the Baptist was 
formally intimating to some of his disciples the divinity of 
the Man before him, his kinsman. There had been no 
prophecies in all the Scriptures to compare with that of 
John the Baptist. He was truly the greatest of the prophets, 
and pointed to the Messiah magnificently. The Gospel had 
been prefigured in prophecy right on the eve of Christ’s 
ministry. Let us, who know its glorious fulfilment, give 
ourselves over to its acceptance and its service. 
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Second reflection: (1 John 2:29-3:6) 

Hope It is almost self-evident that hope is 

necessary for life. A person whose life is pervaded by a 
sense of hopelessness is close to being mined. He cannot 
continue in that condition for a long time and function 
normally. Moreover, not only is it necessary to hope, but 
hope is a natural condition that comes instinctively. In the 
normal course of things a child with loving parents grows 
up with a hopeful attitude. One wonders about so many 
children in the world who experience great tragedies of one 
kind or another. How much of a sense of hope can be 
expected to take root in their lives? The question is, 
however, not merely whether we ought to hope, but also 
what we ought to hope for. Or rather, while we all hope 
for the normal things in life such as material wellbeing, 
success in our work in life, friendship, and all the things 
that make for normal happiness, what is it that we are 
ultimately hoping for in all these things? The problem is 
that any one of them can fail. We can for a variety of 
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reasons experience failures in our work, disappointment in 
personal friendships, and setbacks of a very serious nature 
in material necessities. If our hope is not anchored in 
something more enduring that cannot be taken away, then 
the whole basis of hope in our life could be tragically 
undermined. St John, in his first letter from which our first 
reading today is drawn, speaks of hope. It is a glorious 
hope based on what we actually are. We are children of 
God, and because of this we can hope for a glorious future. 
“My dear people, we are already the children of God but 
what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 
all we know is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he really is” (1 John 2:29-3:6). 

The truly secure hope — the hope of the Christian — 
is God and our heavenly homeland. Ultimately it is this 
which we ought be hoping for behind the many good things 
for which we hope in life. Furthermore, and most 
importantly, “everyone who entertains this hope must 
purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ.” Our 
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ultimate hope should lead us to strive to be holy, as God is 
holy. 

-- 
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Wednesday before the Epiphany of The Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9:1 A people who walked in 
darkness has seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land 
of deep gloom, a light has shone. 

Collect Before the Solemnity of the Epiphany Grant us, 
almighty God, that the bringer of your salvation, who for 
the world's redemption came forth with newness of 
heavenly light, may dawn afresh in our hearts and bring us 
constant renewal. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:7-10; Psalm 97; John 1:35-42 

The next day John stood with two of his disciples 
watching Jesus walking, and he said “Behold the Lamb of 
God. ” The two disciples heard him speak, and they 
followed Jesus. Jesus turned and seeing them following 
him said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to him, 
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“Rabbi, (which is to say, Master,) where do you dwell? ” 
He said to them, “Come and see. ” They came, saw where 
he was dwelling, and they stayed with him that day. It was 
about the tenth hour. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, 
was one of the two who had heard what John had said, and 
had followed Jesus. He found his brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah, which, interpreted, is 
the Christ. ” And he brought him to Jesus. And Jesus 
looking upon him, said, You are Simon the son of Jonah: 
you will be called Cephas, which translated is Peter. (John 
1:35-42) 

We Saw His Glory Whatever may be said of the 
contacts between men and the gods of the classical myths, 
the Biblical accounts of the meetings between Yahweh 
God and the Patriarchs, the prophets and the chosen people 
generally are altogether special in their awesome 
splendour. God revealed himself to Abram and 
commanded him to leave his country and his kindred and 
his father’s house and go to the land he would show him 
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(Genesis 12). He promised to make of him a great nation. 
So Abram went. Especially notable were the interventions 
of the God of Abraham in the life of Moses. These, in 
various respects, surpassed in splendour the divine 
appearances that had preceded them. Consider the first 
such occasion, that of the Burning Bush (Exodus 3:2-4:17). 
God called to Moses, commanding him to come no nearer. 
He was to take off his shoes for he stood on holy ground. 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God — 
meaning, at the Burning Bush which was the manner of the 
theophany. There followed signal displays of divine power 
in Egypt as Yahweh God delivered his people from their 
oppression. Then there were the epochal events on Mount 
Sinai as the covenant with the chosen people was sealed. 
We read that “on the morning of the third day there were 
thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the 
mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the 
people who were in the camp trembled.” The account 
continues, “And Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, 
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because the Lord descended upon it in fire, and the smoke 
of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole 
mountain quaked greatly. And as the sound of the trumpet 
grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered 
him in thunder” (Exodus 19:16-19). The very mountain 
where God was present and speaking was sacred and was 
not to be scaled by the people: “Set bounds about the 
mountain and consecrate it” (19:23). Then there follow the 
Ten Commandments and the extensive details of how the 
people of God were to live. Over the course of the history 
of the chosen people, God spoke through his prophets. He 
used various images to describe his relationship with his 
chosen people. Perhaps the most striking one was that of a 
Husband to his spouse. He was ever trying to reclaim his 
people to fidelity. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today 
(John 1:35-42), in which we have before us the very God 
of the Old Testament, incarnate in Jesus, being approached 
by two members of his chosen people. The Word had 
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become flesh, and dwelt among us. John says in his 
Prologue that “we saw his glory, the glory of the only Son 
of the Father” (John 1:14). But the glory was manifested 
now in an entirely new way and we see an instance of this 
in our Gospel today. Andrew and John, two excellent 
young men of God’s people, disciples of John the Baptist, 
are approaching Jesus of Nazareth, the Word made flesh. 
It is a beautiful scene, and let us compare it with the 
approach of Moses to God on Mount Sinai, already 
mentioned. “The next day John stood with two of his 
disciples watching Jesus walking, and he said ‘Behold the 
Lamb of God.’ The two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and seeing them 
following him said to them, ‘What do you seek?’ They 
said to him, ‘Rabbi, (which is to say, Master,) where do 
you dwell?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’” Could 
anything be simpler? They yearned to be with God and to 
live in communion with him. The Baptist had indicated 
with the utmost clarity that Jesus of Nazareth was the One 
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with whom they ought be in contact, and whom they ought 
follow. They wanted to be with him: “Rabbi, where do 
you dwell?” - for we would like to be with you. It is an 
expression of the yearning of man for communion with the 
divine, and Jesus of Nazareth could effect this. Our Lord 
instantly invites them to “come and see,” which is to say to 
be part of his life, his friendship and his company. This is 
the same God speaking who spoke to Moses on Mount 
Sinai, the same God become man in order to reveal his 
nature, his triune life, his plan for man’s happiness which 
would be attained by communion with him. In a sense, the 
whole purpose of life is expressed in our Lord’s words to 
his two new inquirers: “Come and see.” On another 
occasion our Lord said, “Come to me, all you who labour 
and are over-burdened, for I will give you rest. Take upon 
you my yoke and learn from me for I am meek and humble 
of heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 
11:28). How different is this theophany! It is the revelation 
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of the one God of the patriarchs as Man with a human 
nature like ours! 

Our Gospel scene today is one of the most beautiful in 
the Gospel, and it remained a favourite scene in the life of 
John the Apostle and beloved disciple. In this encounter 
with God made man, John and Andrew saw his glory. 
They came away knowing that here was the One foretold 
by the prophets: “They came, saw where he was dwelling, 
and they stayed with him that day. It was about the tenth 
hour. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the 
two who had heard what John had said, and had followed 
Jesus. He found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (John 1:35-42). Let us make it 
our life’s work to be with Jesus. 
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Second reflection: (John 1:35-42) 

Jesus St John the Baptist was himself the object of a 
holy adulation by the people, but here he himself watches 
in wonder and admiration as Jesus passes by. Jesus is the 
One John the Baptist exalts. JJe says to his disciples 
“Look, the Lamb of God!” That is to say, he is the Messiah 
who has been long promised, the One who will take away 
the sin of the world and make the world acceptable to God. 
One can just imagine the emotion he felt in uttering those 
words, as there passed by him the One who was the object 
of his own mission as the precursor. In those words of 
John the Baptist we have Jesus exalted before our mind’s 
eye. But then we find ourselves in the most human of 
scenes, with Jesus revealed as overflowing in gentle and 
welcoming humanity. The two disciples of John who 
heard the words uttered about Jesus immediately began 
following him. “Turning around, Jesus saw them 
following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 
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“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and 
saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him.” 
The Messiah, on whom was pinned the hopes of the world 
and the fulfilment of all God’s promises, is simple, 
welcoming, warm, attractive. He is very inviting and full 
of hospitality. He must have been immensely yet 
effortlessly convincing, because the next day one of the 
two, Andrew, went to his brother and told him that the One 
they had stayed with was the Messiah. 

Our Lord says to each one of us, “Come to me all you 
who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest.” 
Let us then come to him every day and, in the midst of our 
work, live in him with him in us. He said on one occasion, 
“If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father 
will love him and we will come to him and make our home 
with him.” What happened to those two disciples should 
be going on constantly with us. Let us resolve to live in 
Jesus. 
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Thursday before the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 1:1 In the beginning and before 
all ages, the Word was God and he humbled himself to be 
bom the Saviour of the world. 

Collect Before the Solemnity of the Epiphany O God, 
who by the Nativity of your Only Begotten Son 
wondrously began for your people the work of redemption, 
grant, we pray, to your servants such firmness of faith, that 
by his guidance they may attain the glorious prize you have 
promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:11-21; Psalm 100:1-5; 

John 1:43-51 


Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at him 
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called 
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Cephas ” (which, when translated, is Peter). The next day 
Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said 
to him, “Follow me. ” Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was 
from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and 
told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the 
Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph. ” “Nazareth! Can anything 
good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and 
see, ” said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael 
approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in 
whom there is nothing false. ” “How do you know me?” 
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you 
were still under the fig tree before Philip called you. ” 
Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; 
you are the King of Israel. ” Jesus said, “You believe 
because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall 
see greater things than that. ” He then added, “I tell you 
the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
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ascending and descending on the Son of Man. ” (John 1:42- 

51) 


Seeing Jesus St Paul refers to Jesus Christ as the 
image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15). By nature 
God is beyond the sight of man, but by becoming man has 
allowed himself to be seen. He was thus able to be seen 
easily, and he wished to be seen easily. A feature of living 
things with normal senses is that they can see. Animals, 
fish, birds, reptiles can all see. Man, the crown of creation, 
can see. The greatest Object of sight in all of creation — 
the highest purpose of sight, we might say — is precisely 
the most wondrous Object that is to be seen, which is the 
Word made flesh. In the Prologue of the Gospel of St 
John, this point is made about seeing God become man: 
“the Word became flesh ... we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father” (John 1:14). The way 
John says this suggests that seeing the Word who was 
made flesh was and is the greatest thing in life. We read 
soon after the Prologue that John the Baptist “saw Jesus 
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coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold the Lamb of God.’” 
The next day he again looked at Jesus and said “Behold the 
Lamb of God.” John is seeing Jesus, and he directs his two 
disciples to look on Jesus — with faith, of course. With 
that, the Baptist’s two disciples leave him and begin to 
follow Jesus. Our Lord turns to them and asks what they 
were seeking — they ask in their turn, Master, where do 
you dwell? That is, we would like to be with you. It is a 
fascinating and beautiful scene, and in view of its grand 
aftermath, it is full of spiritual power. Christ’s reply is that 
they come and see. You have now seen me, come and see 
more of me. They went and saw where Jesus was staying, 
and remained with him for the rest of that day. The 
direction of their lives was sealed. Their gaze would 
thenceforth remain on Jesus Christ. The next day, Andrew 
— one of the two — went to Simon his brother and told 
him that they had found the Messiah — it was because they 
had seen him and had stayed with him. They had 
contemplated him and as a result had come to know him. 
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Simon came to meet Jesus, and Jesus looked on Simon and 
gave him his name. It amounted to his calling. The pattern 
continued: Jesus found Philip and invited him to follow 
him. Philip went to Nathanael, and told him of Jesus. He 
was the Messiah — come and see him, he said to 
Nathanael. 

The point here that we ought appreciate ever anew is 
that the most fundamental element in Christian discipleship 
is that the disciple contemplate the Person of Jesus Christ. 
The gaze of the heart ought be ever on him so that he, Jesus 
Christ, fills the sanctuary of one’s soul. Religion is above 
all a matter of the heart, and the heart has its eyes, we 
might say. It has an Object, and numerous objects can 
crowd the heart of man. His own self can be found to 
occupy the throne. This is fallen man’s special propensity, 
to make his own self the principal object of his heart’s 
contemplation and desire. Together with one’s own self, 
numerous other objects can jostle for a seat therein. The 
call of Christ is, Come and see! Come to me where I am, 
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to where I dwell, and see me! Keep your gaze upon me, 
for I am the Revelation of the Invisible God, the Word 
made flesh. If you look on me with faith, and remain with 
your gaze on me, you will see my glory, the glory of the 
only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. The danger 
is that we shall become distracted with other things, and 
look on Jesus only from time to time, and gradually hardly 
at all. A person can begin his life as a disciple well, but he 
can then start looking around too much. His eyes, as it 
were, begin to wander and they keep wandering. He rises 
in the morning, and begins immediately to look, with the 
eyes of his heart, at things other than God and Jesus Christ. 
For most of the day, his eyes are wandering, darting here 
and there, looking at this and that, but rarely on Jesus. 
That is to say, he puts little time into prayer. When he rises 
in the morning, he ought immediately, immediately as a 
matter of habit, look on Jesus Christ. He ought be like the 
two disciples who immediately set out to follow Jesus. 
They see Jesus turning towards them, and he invites them 
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to come and to see. All day, every day, in one way or 
another, this is what we should be doing. They stayed with 
Jesus the rest of that day. So should we. Just as when 
Simon came to see Jesus, Jesus told him his vocation, so if 
we come to Jesus he will make clear what is ours and how 
to fulfil it. The greatest danger to the Christian life is the 
failure to keep one’s eyes, the eyes of one’s mind and 
heart, on Jesus. It is so easy to be always looking around. 

How are we to develop the habit of looking on Jesus, 
and making the sight of him the foundation of our lives, the 
means whereby we come to see his glory? If I must suggest 
but one thing, I say this: develop the habit of rising each 
morning on time — at a time that is determined as a matter 
of policy — and immediately directing one’s sight, the 
sight of one’s mind and heart, to Jesus Christ. We must 
have the habit of turning to Jesus in prayer immediately, 
and then staying with Jesus for at least a brief time. The 
two disciples stayed with Jesus the rest of that day and 
came away convinced about him. We must stay with Jesus 



437 


with some morning prayer of substance. Then we can 
come away to do the work he wishes us to do, but with our 
gaze on him continuing. 


Second reflection: (John 1:42-51) 

Nathanael There is a notable feature which we 
observe in the first followers of Our Lord. It is the speed 
with which they came to believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah. The testimony of John the Baptist had been 
given about Jesus. They met him and believed in him. 
Andrew, we read in the first chapter of St John’s Gospel, 
having met Jesus went to his brother Simon and told him 
they had met the Messiah. He brought his brother to Jesus, 
and Simon believed. In our Gospel today Our Lord meets 
Philip and asks him to follow him. Philip found Nathanael 
and told him that “we have found the one Moses wrote 
about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also 
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wrote.” Philip, then, had quickly arrived at the true faith. 
Our passage today is mainly concerned with Nathanael and 
how he arrived at this faith. We are perhaps correct in 
regarding these narratives as intended by the Evangelist to 
provide normative instances of arriving at faith in Jesus. 
Let us notice that there was not in Nathanael a propensity 
to believe simply anything. At Philip’s testimony 
Nathanael expressed at least surprise and perhaps even 
doubt about Jesus. The reason seems to have been that 
Philip told him that Jesus came from Nazareth. Jesus’ 
having been from Nazareth may have been a very good 
reason to have been surprised or doubtful. 

Be that as it may, as soon as Nathanael met Jesus he 
was given a sign by Jesus that Jesus knew him well, and 
that Jesus knew what had just been happening in his life. 
He saw him under the fig tree. There was something about 
this circumstance, and something about the person of Jesus 
himself, that totally convinced Nathanael that Jesus was the 
long-awaited Messiah, and the Son of God too. Obviously 
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th efull sense of this initial insight would come to him only 
gradually as he was taught by Jesus. But Nathanael had 
quickly arrived at the true faith. How had this happened? 
One very important factor was that there was something 
about Nathanael’s moral character that disposed him to 
grasp who Jesus really was and to accept him as such. Our 
Lord’s immediate summing up of Nathanael gives us the 
clue: “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing 
false” (John 1:42-51). Nathanael was of a high moral 
character, completely sincere and fully given over to the 
truth. This disposed him to recognise Jesus for who he 
was. 


Let us take our cue from that and strive to be entirely 
upright, sincere in everything, having nothing to do with 
falsehood in any sense, wanting simply whatever God 
wants, and being willing to receive from him anything he 
gives, offers, or disposes. This sincerity and avoidance of 
falsehood is a form of purity of heart, and as our Lord tells 
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us in the Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the pure of 
heart, for they shall see God.” 
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Friday before the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 112 (111):4 A light has risen in the 
darkness for the upright of heart; the Lord is generous, 
merciful and just. 

Collect Before the Solemnity of the Epiphany Cast your 
kindly light upon your faithful, Lord, we pray, and with the 
splendour of your glory set their hearts ever aflame, that 
they may never cease to acknowledge their Saviour and 
may truly hold fast to him. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20; 

Mark 1:7-11 or Luke 3:23-38. 

Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he 
began his ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of 
Joseph, the son of Heli, the son of Matt-hat, the son of Levi, 
the son of Melki, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, the 
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son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the 
son of Esli, the son of Naggai, the son of Maath, the son of 
Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josek, the son of 
Joda, the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of 
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, the son of 
Melki, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of 
Elmadam, the son of Er, the son of Joshua, the son of 
Eliezer, the son of Jo rim, the son of Matthat, the son of 
Levi, the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of 
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, the son of 
Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of 
Nathan, the son of David, the son of Jesse, the son ofObed, 
the son ofBoaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, the 
son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the 
son of Perez, the son of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of 
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of 
Nahor, the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, 
the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, the son of Cainan, the 
son of Arphaxad, the son ofShem, the son of Noah, the son 
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of Lantech, the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the 
son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Kenan, the 
son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of 
God. (Luke 3:23-38) 

Son of Adam Of course, there is one thing on 
which the Gospels and the entire New Testament are in 
absolute agreement. It is that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God. He is God become man, the Word made flesh. That 
is the first point about him. The second is that he is the son 
of Mary whose husband was Joseph, the foster-father of 
Jesus Christ. The Gospels are at pains to stress both points, 
that Jesus was and is both God and Man. His full humanity 
is illustrated by the genealogies provided by two of the 
Gospels, Matthew (1:1-16) and Luke — both roughly of 
equal length. In our passage today we have that of Luke 
(3:23-38). The two are entirely different — they differ not 
only on the name of Joseph’s very father, but on the entire 
lineage back to David. Various theories have been 
advanced to account for the difference: Joseph may have 
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had two fathers, one natural, the other legal; Luke’s 
genealogy is through Mary — or perhaps Matthew’s is; 
one or both of the genealogies are invented. I remember 
one prominent Australian Scripture scholar who more or 
less dismissed both as having practically no historical 
value. He seemed to regard them as pure inventions. I 
regard such a statement as entirely implausible. However, 
the apparent contradiction has been a source of difficulty, 
discussion and disagreement across the centuries. This 
suggests that for the average Christian reader it is 
unprofitable spending time attempting to resolve those 
differences. Let us leave it to competent scholars who, 
though, should be profoundly convinced of the inspiration 
of the Scriptures and their freedom from (not apparent but 
real) error. For our part, let us look at the genealogy of 
Luke as a whole. It starts with Joseph (for Jesus was 
thought to be son of Joseph, Luke tells us) and takes us 
back to Adam who was directly made by God in his 
likeness (Genesis 1:26-30). Let us pause a little, here. 
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People are naturally interested in their ancestries. There is 
in many countries of the West a booming industry of 
investigation into family genealogies. In developing 
countries, there are often extraordinary memories of 
ancestral details, kept alive from generation to generation 
and needing little further research. The point here, though, 
is that such listings go back a certain way — several 
centuries, perhaps, and there it stops. 

The fact is that we go back, all of us, to the very first 
man and woman. I wonder if this fact is adverted to very 
much. It is a feat of investigation to track one’s ancestry 
back to, say, a millennium. But the human race is far, far 
older than this. I think we could say that most scientists in 
the field maintain that evidence from tools, bones, fossils 
and other indicators suggests that mankind is at least 
hundreds of thousands of years old. Whatever be the ever- 
changing drift of scientific consensus, the point is that each 
of us carries in our make-up a long, long history of human 
joys and sorrows. We may be very conscious of several 
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generations of our immediate past, and of how we carry 
that within us. But we are children of an immense family. 
Precisely as human beings with a conscience, an intellect 
and a will, we are the living representatives of a vast 
human history that has preceded us and produced us. This 
great concourse of men and women, of which we are the 
present representatives, has been held in being by the 
Creator. He, of course, has made us and sustains us, but he 
does so through the intermediary of our ancestry that is lost 
from sight because of its surpassing length. One set of 
ancestors has followed another, eventually passing from 
the view of their successors, and finally becoming lost 
from human memory forever. None of us knows anything 
of the overwhelming proportion of our ancestors, their joys 
and sorrows, the tragedies and the triumphs of the most 
important thing of all in their lives: moral and religious 
action. The genealogy of St Luke reminds us that the same 
is the case with Jesus Christ. He too was the representative 
and the product of an ancestry going back to the very first 
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man. In his veins and making up his human constitution 
was the concourse of humanity before him. He bore on his 
shoulders the human race, as it were, because he was a man 
like his ancestry and like us. Luke’s ancestral list takes us 
back to Adam. Jesus Christ was a descendent of Adam. 
Like all of us, his strictly human past went back to the 
beginning, to Adam and Eve. When the day came for him 
to offer up his body in sacrifice, in that holy body he 
gathered all mankind to atone for its sin. By his 
Incarnation, Christ entered into a form of union with every 
human being, and atoned for all. 

The greatest thing that has ever happened in the 
history of the world is the Incarnation. God became man, 
taking unto himself a human nature. By this means he, a 
child of the chosen people of God, a descendent of 
Abraham and of David, was a son of Adam like all of us. 
He took the weight of human history unto himself, and it 
became, as it were, part of himself. He is our Brother, our 
Redeemer and our God. He has united himself with every 
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man and woman by the mere fact of the Incarnation. We 
all trace our ancestry back to Adam, including Christ our 
Redeemer and our God. Let us resolve, then, by the power 
of grace to enter into union with Jesus Christ, to become 
his friends, and by this means, to attain to sanctity and 
everlasting life. 


Second reflection: (Mark 1:7-l 1) 

Reverence for Christ At times it has been said that 
one of the more unfortunate developments in our culture is 
the growing lack of reverence for people. I do not mean a 
complete lack of reverence because it is also characteristic 
of our society that we respect certain individuals for their 
attainments, be they in business, sport, academia or 
whatever. No, I refer to the growing lack of respect as a 
normal feature of everyday life — respect for ordinary 
people, respect for one’s fellows, for one’s family 
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members, for whoever. The signs of respect are good 
manners, genuine listening, and so forth. Now, we 
certainly need to deepen the virtue of reverence in our 
spiritual life. Just as we can take others for granted and 
lose respect for our everyday colleagues and associates, so 
too we can fail to reverence Our Lord himself. We can 
take him and the things of God for granted. Our reverence 
for Our Lord ought be most profound because Christ is not 
only man (great and unique as he is in his humanity), but 
he is God. The appropriate attitude towards him is 
adoration, a loving adoration. In this respect the Church 
places before us the inspiring example of St John the 
Baptist, who in today’s alternate gospel preaches that he is 
not fit to kneel down and undo Our Lord’s sandal straps 
(Mark 1:7-11). Our attitude ought be like that. Such an 
attitude is sanctioned by God our Father who at Our Lord’s 
baptism exalts him with the declaration that he is his 
beloved Son on whom his favour rests. It is as if God the 
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Father could not resist intervening to hold up his Son for 
unique praise. 

Christ Our Lord is the greatest and holiest individual 
of human history. Let us then preserve in our hearts a 
profound and loving respect for his Person, and never take 
him for granted, nor those sacred things that are connected 
with him in one way or another. 
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Saturday before the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Gal 4:4-5 God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Before the Solemnity of the Epiphany Almighty 
ever-living God, who were pleased to shine forth with new 
light through the coming of your Only Begotten Son, grant, 
we pray, that, just as he was pleased to share our bodily 
form through the childbearing of the Virgin Mary, so we, 
too, may one day merit to become companions in his 
kingdom of grace. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the JJoly Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149:1-5; 

John 2:1-11 


On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
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wine was gone, Jesus ’ mother said to him, “They have no 
more wine. ” “Dear woman, why do you involve me? ” 
Jesus replied, “My time has not yet come. ” His mother 
said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you. ” Nearby 
stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for 
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty 
gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with 
water”; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, 
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the 
banquet. ” They did so, and the master of the banquet 
tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not 
realize where it had come from, though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom 
aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first 
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too 
much to drink; but you have saved the best till now. ” This, 
the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana 
of Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples 
put their faith in him. (John 2:1-11) 
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Mary’s Word There are numerous differences 
between the three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and 
Luke) and the Gospel of St John. St John gives nothing of 
the Infancy (though he lived with the Mother of Jesus 
following on Christ’s death). He gives practically nothing 
of Christ’s numerous exorcisms and his Gospel does not 
contain his characteristic parables. As an aside, while 
Christ’s parables are not there, his characteristic style of 
teaching by means of analogy is indeed present - the Spirit 
is like the blowing wind (3:8); there are the fields ripe for 
harvest (4:35-38); Christ is the Good Shepherd (10:1-5), 
and so forth. That said, there are in fact numerous minor 
differences between the Synoptics. Consider the accounts 
of the beginnings of our Lord’s public ministry, and in 
particular the call of Simon Peter. In Luke’s account, 
following his turbulent return to Nazareth (4:16-30), Christ 
moved to Capernaum and made his base there (4:31-32). 
We notice that after the exorcism in the synagogue of 
Capernaum, Jesus “arose and left the synagogue, and 
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entered Simon’s house” (4:38). But how did Simon come 
into the picture? We are not told. Soon after, Christ 
addresses the crowd from Simon’s boat. He directs Simon 
to make the catch of fish, then issues him with a formal call 
to share in his mission (5:10-11). Then we have Luke’s 
account of the choice of the Twelve, and we are told that 
Christ named Simon as “Peter” (6:13-14). When we turn 
to Matthew, there is the call of Simon at the start of the 
public ministry (4:18-19) and the call and the list of the 
Twelve with Simon named as Peter is given several 
chapters later (10:2). A much more formal explanation is 
given in 16:17-19. But what do we notice in the Gospel of 
St John? John tells us that Simon (and a few others of the 
Twelve) met Christ before the commencement of his public 
ministry — that is, soon after his baptism. It was then that 
Christ told him that his name would be Peter (John 1:42). 
One feature of the Gospel of St John is the vividness of the 
details by means of which he describes the beginnings of 
our Lord’s ministry. The Synoptics recount the start of the 
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public ministry, and the miracles are worked as part of it. 
But John tells us that as a matter of fact, the first of his 
“signs” was at the wedding feast of Cana. 

Indeed, we learn from the Gospel of St John that this 
first of the “signs” of Christ’s “glory” (given at Cana) was 
precipitated by a word from his own mother. A plain 
reading of the text suggests to us that humanly speaking 
this public beginning was not according to his initial plan. 
He had come to the wedding with his disciples on 
invitation. His mother was there. It was expected, perhaps 
simply presumed, that it would be a joyous wedding and 
Christ with his new friends would thereupon depart. His 
public ministry would then begin, perhaps in some 
synagogue in the region. But no. The wine ran out — and 
the mother of Jesus immediately approached her divine 
Son. All she said was, “They have no wine.” That was all, 
but that was sufficient. It suggests that Mary his mother 
yearned for him to begin his great work, and this was — 
she felt — the opportune moment. She pushed him — get 
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going, she suggested. They have no wine! Again, the text 
suggests that humanly the suggestion was unexpected to 
Jesus: “Woman,” why are you drawing me into this, and 
starting things moving for me? “My hour has not yet 
come.” Our Lady did not say a word more, but she had no 
doubt that things would indeed now begin. His glory 
would be seen. His surpassing nature, his incomparable 
Person, his utter magnificence which she knew so well, 
would now begin to be revealed. She had put to him the 
situation, and she knew the ball would immediately begin 
to roll. The bell would toll, and the world would begin to 
hear. She left her beloved Son and went to the servants: 
“Do whatever he tells you” (John 3:5). We know the rest. 
The work of the world’s redemption had begun, and it had 
been Mary the Mother of Jesus who, by her word, had 
touched the trigger. It had only needed a touch, and what 
was seen and heard had beauty and abundance. The public 
work of the Messiah began and he showed his glory. The 
Woman his mother was the New Eve, mother of all the 
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living. Her Son, showing his glory, would strike the 
Serpent’s head, as had been foretold long before. A 
Scriptural view of Christ includes the “great cloud of 
witnesses” that surrounds us, and foremost among those 
witnesses is his mother, full of grace and so powerful in her 
intercession. 

Whatever be our situation in life, Jesus Christ is there 
with his disciples — which is to say that Christ is there in 
his body the Church. We are never alone in the fulfilment 
of our vocation in life. Whenever there are problems, 
Mary the mother of Jesus is there. If the wine has run out, 
she will see it. Let us ask her to keep before her divine Son 
all our needs, and to put in her word on our behalf. She too 
knows what is best for us, as does, supremely, her Son our 
God. Let us ever be confident in their presence, and never 
lose our peace. All is in their hands. 
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Second reflection: (John 2:1-11) 

God is Accessible Today the Church presents us 
with the beautiful Gospel scene of the wedding feast of 
Cana. We meditate on it in the second Luminous mystery 
of the Rosary on Thursdays. It is a very human scene, and 
doubtless Jesus and Mary knew one or both of the parties 
being married, because they had been invited — and we 
notice that our Lord’s disciples were invited too (John 2: 
1-11). Presumably some of our Lord’s disciples knew the 
newly-weds too, for some of them came from the general 
region. Let us contemplate Our Lord’s very accessibility. 
He is the eternal God, and by becoming man he makes 
himself immediately accessible to us his creatures. His 
ready participation in the wedding feast of Cana is but an 
instance of this. There we have God himself, sitting and 
standing among his creatures, mingling with them as if 
among equals. But there is more. We notice how his 
mother, having seen that they had run out of wine, 
approached her Son to inform him of the mishap. She 
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knew that he had embarked on his mission, though it was 
not yet public. The time had not yet arrived when he 
intended to display his divine power. Nevertheless she put 
the need before him, and expected him to act — and 
forewarned the servants accordingly. Our Lord could not 
refuse her, and proceeded to work the miracle that showed 
his glory. Our Lord not only makes himself accessible by 
his very presence. He also makes his saving power 
accessible to us. In the first reading of today (1 John 5:14- 
21), St John tells us “that if we ask the Son of God for 
anything and it is in accordance with his will, he will hear 
us; and knowing that whatever we may ask he hears us, we 
know that we have already been granted what we ask of 
him.” So then, if we are in need, let us imagine ourselves 
with Jesus and Mary at the wedding feast. And indeed, 
revelation informs us that our whole relationship with Jesus 
is that of Bride to Bridegroom, we being the Bride. 

Let us then approach Jesus with confidence when we 
are in need, and approach him in the company of Mary, his 
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mother and our mother, to present our petition. Let us say 
to him - better, let us request Mary to say to him — that 
we have run out of wine. He will help us in the way he 
knows best and at the time he knows best. Help us he will. 
He did not refuse his Mother. With her doing the asking, 
how could he refuse? 
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The Epiphany of the Lord 

At the Vigil Mass: 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Bar 5:5 Arise, Jerusalem, and look 
to the East and see your children gathered from the rising 
to the setting of the sun. 

Collect May the splendour of your majesty, O Lord, we 
pray, shed its light upon our hearts, that we may pass 
through the shadows of this world and reach the brightness 
of our eternal home. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass during the Day: 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mai 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 Behold, the 
Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his 
grasp, and power and dominion. 
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Collect O God, who on this day revealed your Only 
Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance of a star, grant 
in your mercy, that we, who know you already by faith, 
may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10- 
13; Ephesians 3:2-3:5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews ? We saw his star in the east and 
have come to worship him. ” When King Herod heard this 
he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to 
be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea, ” they replied, “for this 
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is what the prophet has written: “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in 
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the 
shepherd of my people Israel.’” Then Herod called the 
Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
‘‘Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as 
you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him. ” After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 
gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route. (Matthew 2:1-12) 
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The Star and the Magi The first weeks of a new 
year constitute a special moment of review and planning. 
It is a time to set priorities and to ask ourselves, in the 
presence of God, what we shall do with the time ahead that 
he might deign to grant us? At this point we are immersed 
in the Christmas season during which we contemplate the 
gift to us of the Son of God made man. He has come 
among us in order to be our Friend, our Saviour, our 
Treasure. We know he will continue to abide with us to 
sanctify us and to make us his own. Today, the feast of the 
Epiphany, we think of the pagan wise men from the East 
coming to do homage to Jesus as the King (Matthew 2:1- 
12). They shared the general expectation of a King who 
was coming, of One bearing the blessing of the divine upon 
him. It was an expectation which is recognized to have 
spilled over beyond the chosen people to others in the 
ancient East. In some sense the Magi had been given a 
special illumination or guidance, and here they had come. 
With this image of the Magi in our hearts, our conscience 
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presents us with a question: What is my attitude to all those 
beyond the Church, all those who might or might not have 
heard of Jesus Christ, and those who do not really know 
him? What is my attitude to all those whom the Magi 
represent and whom God our Father wishes to lead to 
Jesus? Just before Our Lord ascended into heaven he gave 
his disciples a final command: “Go and make disciples of 
all the nations, and behold I am with you to the end of 
time.” Yes, Our Lord wants each of us to be faithful to 
him in our personal lives, and in our hearts to grow greatly 
in his friendship. But friendship with Jesus has this further 
characteristic that it involves taking part in his mission of 
making all people his disciples. In a word, part and parcel 
of the Christian life is being apostolic. Yet many 
Christians have not learnt to be apostolic in their everyday 
lives — though many others have. Many accept the 
assumption that religion is a private matter, a matter of 
strictly personal fidelity, a matter to be kept to oneself. If 
this notion is accepted, an entire Catholic community may 
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find itself with little to show in the work of drawing others 
to the Person of our Lord and to where he is to be found in 
his full reality — namely, in the Catholic Church which he 
founded. 

God’s revealed truth is to be shared with those who do 
not have it. The thought of the Magi reminds us that this is 
what God wants, and what Our Lord expects of his 
disciples. Inasmuch as the characteristic milieu of the lay 
member of the Church is the world, then if the world is to 
be brought to Jesus it will require that the believing laity 
understand their Christian mission. It is in and through the 
lay faithful that the Church brings Christ to the world and 
the world to Christ. Christ ought not be imagined as 
vaguely out there, or vaguely within the individual. No, he 
can be precisely located. He is within his body the Church, 
for he is the Church’s head. In God’s plan he is found in 
and through the Church. This means that we bring people 
to Christ by bringing them into the Church. Let us then ask 
ourselves, What have I done for Christ? What am I doing 



467 


for him? What will I do for him? The focus of my 
spiritual life ought not simply be my own fidelity to my 
spiritual and religious duties of Sunday Mass, regular 
Confession, daily Prayer, and observing the 
Commandments. Of course these things are utterly 
essential, but if I want to be a true friend of Our Lord, I 
must also include making his saving desire and mission my 
own in my everyday life. Have I yet made Christ’s mission 
the mission of my own daily life? Am I raising my 
children in such a way that they too will want to bring 
Christ to the world around them? Do I and do they look on 
this as the work of priests only — or at most, of those who 
have a desire, a flair, an aptitude for it? If the call to 
Christ’s mission leaves me cold, then how real is the 
Person of Jesus to me and how real to me are the things 
that he himself wants? He wants the world to be brought to 
him, for in him lies its salvation and sanctification. Today 
we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany. The Church places 
before us for our contemplation the image of the pagan 
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wise men from the East following the star that led them to 
the Child Jesus. It is an image that reminds us that Jesus 
came for the entire world. Those pagan men from the East 
represent the world that does not yet know Jesus. Let us 
resolve to be like that star, leading others to where Jesus is 
to be found, namely with Mary and Joseph and the rest of 
the Church. 

The fact that the wise men from the East did follow 
the star perseveringly ought give hope to every lay member 
of the Church who wishes to be apostolic. There is 
something in the heart of man, just as it was in the heart of 
those wise men, which will prompt him to follow the star. 
There is within man something that prompts him to seek to 
be good, and implicitly to seek God. We are called to be 
like stars lighting up the night and leading others to Christ 
whom they do not yet know. The Gospel event reveals to 
us our calling to be apostolic, and in the figure of the Magi 
it reveals man’s yearnings for the Person of Jesus Christ. 
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Monday after the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon : A holy day has dawned upon us; 
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has 
come down upon the earth 

Collect : O God, whose eternal Word adorns the face of 
the heavens yet accepted from the Virgin Mary the frailty 
of our flesh, grant, we pray, that he who appeared among 
us as the splendour of truth may go forth in the fullness of 
power for the redemption of the world. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:22-4:6; Psalm 2; 

Matthew 4:12-17.23-25 

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, 
he returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, Jesus went and 
lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of 
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Zebulun and Naphtali — to fulfil what was said through 
the prophet Isaiah: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles — the people living in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a 
light has dawned. From that time on Jesus began to 
preach, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near. Jesus 
went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every 
disease and sickness among the people. News about him 
spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who 
were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, 
the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the 
paralysed, and he healed them. Large crowds from 
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region 
across the Jordan followed him. (Matthew 4:12-17.23-25) 

The Light There have been various great lights of 
thought and understanding in the course of history, 
including our own day. In December 2013, Cardinal 
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Christoph Schonborn of Vienna, at a book launch at the 
Vatican, declared that Joseph Ratzinger would be 
considered by future generations as the “greatest classicist 
among the theologians of the twentieth century.” “His 
works will survive the centuries like those of Augustine 
and St Thomas Aquinas,” he continued. Schonborn said he 
had already put all of Joseph Ratzinger’s writings next to 
those of St Augustine in his private library. This 
assessment places the works of Ratzinger ahead of the likes 
of Hans Urs von Balthazar — Ratzinger’s friend and 
(perhaps) favourite theologian — and sets him on the 
pedestal of being a possible future doctor of the Church. 
Now, of course Joseph Ratzinger’s thought evolved. It 
developed , and the publication of his complete works 
according to themes will display this fact. Pope Benedict 
XVI’s insistence that the complete works carry his birth 
name in part reflects his vivid awareness of this. He 
became a light over time, and the general body of his 
writings constitute this light - he was not this from the 
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beginning, of course. Take another instance — the great 
John Henry Newman (1801-1890) whose works go to some 
forty volumes, apart from the very significant thirty-two 
volumes of his Letters and Diaries. Now beatified, he was 
informally described by Benedict XVI as “a doctor of the 
Church for us and for everyone”. There were many errors 
in his striking corpus of writing during his Anglican period, 
and at its end he issued a retraction of those mistakes. But 
much of it was brilliant and very creative. His volumes of 
sermons were described as truly “great” by one leading 
Anglican (J. B. Mozley), who severely criticized his 
epochal Development of Christian Doctrine (1845). The 
Development went on to be highly influential in theology. 
Newman’s works as a Catholic likewise proved to be of 
great influence, such as his Apologia, and his Grammar of 
Assent. But the point here is that his thought developed. 
Newman became a light, but only gradually — he was not 
this from the beginning of his work. The same can be said 
of so many other great “lights”. 
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There were remarkable lights in the ancient world too 
— recognized or not at the time as the case may be. 
Socrates was a light, as was Plato, as was Aristotle — each 
to varying degrees, and each containing their errors. They 
became lights, but only gradually. In fact, their light was 
lost sight of in various eras — Aristotle was lost from view 
for centuries in Europe till made use of by a greater light, 
St Thomas Aquinas. They all struggled for the light and 
because of their eminent talent attained it to this or that 
extent. But now, there was one personage in history who 
was an instant light and that to the fullest. As soon as he 
was publicly manifested, it became clear that he was a truly 
great light who did not himself struggle for the light. Of 
course, being truly a man, in his humanity he advanced in 
wisdom and stature and favour before God and man (Luke 
2:52). But once he chose to begin, the uniqueness and 
fullness of his light became manifest. We are talking here 
of a phenomenon in human history without compare, a man 
who was nothing less than the one God — not God the 
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Father, nor God the divine Spirit, but God the Son become 
man. “In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (John 1:4-5). He is the true light of the world 
and of every man and woman. As John continues, “The 
true light that enlightens every man was coming into the 
world” (1:9). Moreover, he himself knew that this was the 
case, and he publicly taught it to be so. “I am the light of 
the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12), he declared. He 
repeated this: “As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world” (John 9:5). Aristotle would never have made 
such a daring claim, nor would anyone else in his right 
mind. But Christ did, backing it up with incomparable and 
effortless miracles, stellar teaching and the abiding witness 
of superb holiness of life. Even the demons called him the 
Holy One of God. No wonder he attracted such ardent 
disciples — while being a sign of contradiction and the 
occasion of the fall of many because of their moral state. 
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The point is that Jesus Christ, in contradistinction from all 
other lights, was and is the Light of all, from the first, 
essentially and without end. 

It is of this that we are reminded in our Gospel today 
(Matthew 4:12-17.23-25), in which Matthew speaks of 
Christ being the great Light that suddenly appeared amid 
the darkness. He fulfilled, we read, what was said through 
the prophet Isaiah: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles — the people living in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a 
light has dawned. With that joyous bell tolling, he went 
throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every 
disease and sickness among the people. The Light of the 
world had appeared. He it is who is our Light, wherever 
and whenever we live on the face of the earth. If we live 
by him, we shall live forever. 
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Tuesday after the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Psalm 118 (117):26-27 . Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and 
has given us light 

Collect : O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in 
our very flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly 
transformed through him whom we recognize as outwardly 
like ourselves. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 71; Mark 6:34-44 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. By 
this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to 
him. This is a remote place, they said, and it's already very 
late. Send the people away so that they can go to the 
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surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 
something to eat. But he answered, You give them 
something to eat. They said to him, That would take eight 
months of a man's wages! Are we to go and spend that 
much on bread and give it to them to eat? How many 
loaves do you have? he asked. Go and see. When they 
found out, they said, Five — and two fish. Then Jesus 
directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on 
the green grass. So they sat down in groups of hundreds 
and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. 
He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate 
and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number 
of the men who had eaten was five thousand. (Mark 6:34- 
44) 


The Word One of the gains of modern Scriptural 
scholarship is a renewed appreciation of the intent of the 
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inspired author in selecting and recording what he did 
among, say, our Lord’s words and deeds. This intent 
varies among the inspired authors. A case in point is the 
miracle of the feeding of the five thousand, portrayed by 
Mark in our Gospel today. It is the only miracle recorded 
in all four Gospels. If we take the account presented by 
John, all agree that in John’s Gospel (6:1-13) this miracle 
is a prelude to and a preparation for the mystery of the 
Holy Eucharist. In John’s Gospel the miracle of the loaves 
with its sequel in the long Eucharist discourse (both to be 
understood as a unit), is given the most space among 
Christ’s works in Galilee - perhaps suggesting that this 
was the most important teaching moment in Galilee. What 
we also learn from John is that Christ’s teaching on the 
Eucharist in Capernaum was made in the plainest and most 
public of terms, so plain that it led to a walk-out by many 
of his disciples. Our focus here, though, is on the feeding 
of the five thousand - for this is the focus of our passage 
today. John tells us that it occurred when the Pasch was 
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near (John 6:4), and its meaning (according to John) is 
indicated in the discourse that follows (John 6: 26-60). He 
who fed so effortlessly the five thousand with earthly bread 
will do the same with the true Bread from heaven which is 
his flesh given for the life of the world. He will do it in 
virtue of his divine power, shown not only in the feeding of 
the multitude, but in his walking on the water soon after 
(John 6: 16-21). Christ clearly intended this miracle of the 
loaves to illustrate and prepare for the gift of himself as the 
heavenly food bringing mankind eternal life. That was 
John’s perspective. But this Eucharistic focus need not be 
regarded as Christ’s only intent in working this miracle of 
the loaves — and today we are considering the event from 
Mark’s perspective (Mark 6: 34-44). Mark chooses to 
emphasise that Christ worked this miracle because of his 
compassion. He and his disciples had been tired and 
certainly hungry for we read that “many were coming and 
going, and they had no leisure even to eat” (6: 31). So they 
made, at our Lord’s instigation, a quiet get-away “in the 
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boat to a lonely place by themselves.” But very many 
guessed what was happening and beat them to it — “they 
ran there on foot from all the towns, and got there ahead of 
them (Mark 6: 33). So it was that at least five thousand 
people met our Lord and his disciples as they landed. 
What was our Lord’s response? He “had compassion on 
them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.” 

Christ’s compassion was shown in his beginning 
immediately to teach the crowds the word of God. It was 
also, obviously, his compassion that led him to feed them 
“when it grew late” (6: 35). But what further meaning can 
we perceive in the miracle of the loaves, as narrated by 
Mark? An indicator of its meaning is that Christ saw that 
the crowds “were like sheep without a shepherd.” The 
reader who is familiar with the Scriptures would think of 
the resounding prophecy of Ezechiel (ch. 34), condemning 
the appointed shepherds who did not feed the sheep. The 
sheep were “scattered, because there was no shepherd; and 
they became food for all the wild beasts” (34:4). The 
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multitude were awaiting our Lord in a “lonely place”, 
evoking the thought of isolation and vulnerability. The 
words of Ezechiel come to mind: “my sheep were 
scattered, they wandered over all the mountains and on 
every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face 
of the earth, with none to search or seek for them” 
(Ezechiel 34:6). The shepherds were not feeding the 
sheep, and here in our Gospel scene there arrives the Good 
Shepherd , the one who is the fulfilment of God’s promise 
that he will “feed them on the mountains of Israel ... with 
good pasture” (Ezechiel 34:13-14). God promises that he 
“will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 
among them” (34:23-24). All this is fulfilled in the Son of 
David who steps ashore to shepherd his people. Mark, 
then, is telling us that Jesus is the promised Good Shepherd 
who cares for God’s sheep. In the immediate context, he 
did this through his teaching. We read that “he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.” It 
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was his word that constituted their pasture. It was the word 
of God that they lacked — together, of course, with the 
grace to live it. We are reminded of the encounter of 
Christ with Satan in the wilderness, when the Devil 
tempted Jesus to command the stones to turn to bread for 
him to eat. Mark does not give us the details of this, but 
Luke and Matthew do. Matthew tells us that “Jesus 
answered him, ‘It is written, man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God’” (4:4). It is this word that Christ now proceeded to 
give the crowds, and the miracle of the feeding that 
followed shows that if one lives by Christ’s word, all will 
be well. 

Our miracle today (according to Mark) shows that 
God, who is revealed to man in his incarnate Son, is all- 
merciful. His almighty power is shown in his acts of 
mercy and compassion. Due to sin, mankind is like a 
multitude of sheep without a shepherd. Man needs pasture, 
and it is only God who provides it. This he provides in the 
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person and word of his Son, the Good Shepherd — his 
person is given in the Eucharist, and his word is given in 
the preaching and teaching of his body, the Church. Our 
Gospel today from Mark, I suggest, shows forth the mercy 
of God, and his Word as the source of true pasture for 
mankind. As God said from the cloud on the Mountain 
when his Son was transfigured before his disciples, “This is 
my beloved Son. Listen to him” (Mark 9:8). 
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Wednesday after the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Isaiah 9:1 A people who walked in 
darkness has seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land 
of deep gloom, a light has shone. 

Collect O God, who bestow light on all the nations, grant 
your peoples the gladness of lasting peace and pour into 
our hearts that brilliant light by which you purified the 
minds of our fathers in faith. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 72:1-2, 10, 

12-13; Mark 6:45-52 

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat 
and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed 
the crowd. After leaving them, he went up on a 
mountainside to pray. When evening came, the boat was in 
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the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. He saw 
the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was 
against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went 
out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by 
them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, they 
thought he was a ghost. They cried out, because they all 
saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them 
and said, Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid. Then he 
climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. 
They were completely amazed, for they had not understood 
about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. (Mark 6:45- 
52) 


It is I! I have a book, entitled, In the Valley of the 
Shadows: On the foundations of Religious Belief (and their 
connection to a certain fleeting state of mind), by James L. 
Kugel (2011). He was a Harvard professor of Hebrew 
literature, with a special interest in the Bible and in how it 
is to be read. The book seeks to uncover the starting point 
of religious consciousness, and in keeping with his own 
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discipline he searches among ancient accounts of meetings 
between men and gods and angels and a whole lot of other 
sources besides. Apart from his own particular proposals, 
one good thing in the book is his insistence on objective 
realities. That is to say, religion has to be about what is 
actually out there (p. 194) — it is not just about symbols or 
sentiments which trigger or express subjective attitudes. I 
mention the book not to discuss Kugel, but to raise the 
question as to the heart of religion and its beginnings. 
When the “philosophy of religion” is mentioned, what is 
often in mind are the philosophical ways to affirm the 
existence of God. The starting point of religion is seen to 
be the intellectual affirmation of the Creator as a distinct, 
transcendent, supreme Being with identifiable 
characteristics that define his infinite simplicity. Is a 
person who makes such an affirmation to be regarded as 
therefore religious? Is this the starting point of religion and 
religious consciousness? Hardly. The matter of God could 
be an absorbing intellectual project for him and little more. 
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It is obvious that for there to be religion in a person, there 
has to be a personal relationship with God, perceived as a 
living person. Inasmuch as we are speaking of the Creator, 
this would seem to require the perception of a personal 
care and a personal authority by God. That is to say, it is 
not just that God is Lord of the world and of history, but he 
is perceived as my supreme Lord, exercising care for me 
and authority over me. I believe that 7 am touched 
personally by him. There is not just a belief in Providence, 
but a belief in a personal Providence over me and over us. 
In some sense and to some degree (however small a degree 
it is) it would seem that this very personal factor is 
necessary for there to be authentic religion. There are a 
thousand ways by which this may come about, but the 
conviction of the personal gaze of God on me seems 
necessary. 

The divine gaze on me and on us ! God sees all — not 
just all the things out there, but all the things going on in 
me, especially in my inmost heart. He is my Lord and my 



490 


Judge, and he is my Father and my Friend — in some sense 
I believe and feel this. This is religion. It can have its 
beginnings in, for instance, the promptings of the natural 
conscience by which I sense that I am commanded, judged 
and regarded by an ever-near Obliger. This turns me with 
interest to the testimony of Revelation which I find 
answers the intimations and hopes of my heart and fulfils 
them. Jesus Christ is the Answer to and the Fulfilment of 
all that I need and desire, fie is the Answer and the 
Fulfilment of the elements of natural religion in man — 
with its sense of One who touches personally with his care 
and his authority. Jesus Christ, risen and glorious, is the 
One who is ever near, and whose loving and authoritative 
gaze is ever on my heart. All this brings us to our Gospel 
today (Mark 6:45-52), describing the embattled situation of 
the disciples out on the Lake of Galilee amid the heavy sea. 
They were straining at the oars, because the wind was 
against them. How typical of the situation of man in the 
world. The world and its course all too often is hardly 
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helpful. All too often, man is straining at life, for so much 
is against him. He hopes and loves to be happily married 
and have his family, but how often it turns to sorrow! His 
work — he naturally yearns to work fruitfully! But how 
often his work is toil upon toil and a vale of frustration! As 
John Henry Newman writes in his Apologia pro Vita Sua 
(1864), the “sight of the world is nothing less than the 
prophet’s scroll, full of ‘lamentations, and mourning, and 
woe’” (p.250). But the message of our Gospel passage is 
that Jesus Christ, on the mountain, can see all this. 
Nothing escapes his loving gaze. We read that after 
leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. When 
evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and 
he was alone on land. He saw the disciples straining at the 
oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth 
watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. 
He went to them to be near to them in their difficulty — 
and he is near to us in all our difficulties, with his gaze on 
us and on everything. 
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Not only is Jesus Christ, the Lord of history and its 
Saviour, ever near with his gaze upon us, but he has 
something very important to say that we must always 
remember. It is I. Don’t be afraid. Then he climbed into 
the boat with them. In the case of this incident, the wind 
immediately died down. But whatever be the practical 
result of his presence with us, we must take to heart his 
command that we have courage before life’s trials, because 
he is present to us. Even if, in the providence of God, we 
are allowed to go down (as it were), still, we must have 
courage — for he is present. After all, the time came when 
he himself went down — that was his Passion and Death. 
But he did so, knowing to the full that his Father was with 
him. As he said to the criminal with him: this day you will 
be with me in Paradise! Courage, then! 
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Thursday after the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. John 1:1 In the beginning and 
before all ages, the Word was God and he humbled himself 
to be born the Saviour of the world. 

Collect O God, who through your Son raised up your 
eternal light for all nations, grant that your people may 
come to acknowledge the full splendour of their Redeemer, 
that, bathed ever more in his radiance, they may reach 
everlasting glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:19-5:4; Psalm 72:1-2, 14 and 

15bc, 17; Luke 4:14-22 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, 
and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 
He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
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He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and 
on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his 
custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written: The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. Then he rolled up 
the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 
and he began by saying to them, Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing. All spoke well of him and were 
amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. 
Isn’t this Joseph’s son? they asked. (Luke 4:14-22) 

The Incarnation One of the striking developments 
in universities in Australia over the past couple of decades 
has been the proliferation of departments of religious 
studies. They are booming. Religious studies as an 
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academic subject is also widespread in secondary schools, 
both public and private. What is also noticeable is the 
popularity in universities of research into Buddhism. In 
passing, it has seemed to me that very often certain basic 
questions are not taken up. For instance, to what extent is 
it discussed whether Buddha allowed for a loving Creator, 
and — with respect — whether Buddhism, strictly so 
called, is in effect an atheistic outlook? Whatever of that, I 
would propose to any student of religion that Jesus Christ 
is far and away the most significant individual in the 
history of mankind — if only because of the extraordinary 
nature of his claims as to himself and the amazing 
following he has gained despite those claims. Could 
anyone make such claims and be expected to be taken 
seriously? Yet he did make them, and most certainly has 
been taken seriously by very many. Persons of the highest 
talent have given their lives for him. If his claims were not 
true, Jesus Christ was a knave or a fool. But who on earth 
would say that Jesus Christ was a knave, or that he was a 
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fool? So he just has to be taken seriously — but as it turns 
out vast numbers in every generation do not. Now, the 
most significant claim made by Jesus Christ, and of course 
by his followers, is that he, a man, is the one God and Lord 
of the universe. How can this be ignored if he is, as he is 
claimed to be, a superbly good and holy man, and filled 
with wisdom? The wonder of the Incarnation stands out in 
human history as transcending all else. What is to be said 
of the great classical philosophers, the great generals and 
leaders of nations and others, when set before Jesus Christ? 
There is no comparison. Let the thought of the Incarnation, 
of the Word made flesh, the Son of God become man, 
introduce our reading of today’s Gospel which presents so 
vividly our Lord’s presentation of himself as Messiah to 
his own townspeople who had known him so well. All 
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his lips. Isn’t this Joseph’s son? they 
asked. (Luke 4:22). Isn’t this Joseph’s son? Jesus Christ 
was thoroughly man, and lived a thoroughly human life. 
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This is the wonder: that God became man. This 
wonder is not presented by the Gospels and the Church’s 
Tradition as a sacred myth — meaning by this that it is a 
creation of the religious imagination. It is a literal, 
objective fact. Our Gospel passage today (Luke 4: 14-22) 
helps us appreciate the Incarnation by setting forth the very 
concrete humanity assumed by the Son of God, the Second 
Person of the Holy Trinity. Luke describes him vividly 
and in detail. He arrived in Nazareth from the midst of his 
public ministry (4:14-15). We might imagine him staying 
with his mother, and those of his disciples who came with 
him taking lodgings in the village. The Sabbath came, and 
our Lord joined the town in its observance — as was his 
custom. We might imagine him going to the synagogue in 
company with his mother. He had become a person of 
some fame, and now he entered the synagogue and took his 
place. The service begun, he stood up to read and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. He 
searched for the passage he wished to speak on. Finding it, 
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he read it, rolled up the scroll and handed it back — then 
he sat down to speak. Luke’s text is detailed and we 
cannot help but picture the Man being described. He was 
of a certain height, a certain build, with certain features. 
He had a certain way of standing, walking, holding things, 
sitting and speaking. His voice had a certain tone and 
timbre, a certain lilt and accent. He had a certain way of 
putting things, certain phrases appeared in his speech. He 
was a man of very definite individuality. His physical 
features were not those of a Greek, a Roman, a North 
African, or of, say, a Mesopotamian. They were Semitic 
features — he was a Hebrew and a descendant of David 
and Abraham. He would surely have been recognized as 
such by a foreigner. His everyday language was Aramaic 
— but we notice that he read directly from the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah, suggesting to us that he easily read the 
classical Hebrew of the Scriptures. Doubtlessly he spoke 
common Greek and probably common Latin, because 
Galilee was cosmopolitan. It was “Galilee of the nations” 



499 


(Matthew 4:15). Very near to Nazareth was the bustling 
city of Zephoris in which he had probably worked with his 
holy foster-father as a carpenter. It was a very 
cosmopolitan city — again, probably requiring spoken 
Greek and spoken Latin. We remember that during his 
Passion he conversed easily with the Procurator Pilate. 
Jesus Christ spoke Latin, Greek and Aramaic (with a 
Galilean accent), and he read Hebrew. 

What I am saying here is that we have before us in our 
scene a very real Man seated before the synagogue 
congregation speaking to them on the meaning of the 
words of Isaiah centuries before. Behold the man! — as 
Pilate would put it to the people when Christ emerged after 
being scourged. Behold the man, indeed — more human 
than any other human being in history because his 
humanity was utterly unsullied by the slightest sin. This 
was so, not as a gift (as with the Virgin Mary, conceived 
immaculate and ever full of grace) but necessarily so by 
virtue of the divinity of his person. He was and is God and 
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our Gospel passage today presents him before us (as does 
every other Gospel passage) in the wonder of his humanity. 
Let us never take the Incarnation for granted! It is the 
bright jewel of the ages and of all mankind. 

-- 
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Friday after the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Psalm 112 (111):4 A light has risen 
in the darkness for the upright of heart; the Lord is 
generous, merciful and just. 

Collect Grant, we ask, almighty God, that the Nativity of 
the Saviour of the world, made known by the guidance of a 
star, may be revealed ever more fully to our minds. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147:12-13, 14-15, 

19-20; Luke 5:12-16 

While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came 
along who was covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, 
he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, Lord, if 
you are willing, you can make me clean. Jesus reached out 
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his hand and touched the man. I am willing, he said. Be 
clean! And immediately the leprosy left him. Then Jesus 
ordered him, Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to 
the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded 
for your cleansing, as a testimony to them. Yet the news 
about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people 
came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But 
Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. (Luke 
5:12-16) 

Suffering Transformed There is an unending trail 
of sorrow in the world and, to a greater or lesser extent, in 
the lives of many individuals. There is much 
disappointment. A couple marry and they are religious and 
generous. They wish to have a large family — but they 
have no children at all. It is a tremendous disappointment 
to them. Or again, a different couple likewise wish to have 
a large family — and they do. But one of their children is 
seriously incapacitated either physically or mentally, 
another gradually gives up his Christian faith, another has 
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to live through a broken marriage, another fails in his 
chosen career. All this can be a serious test of religious 
faith, especially if there has been much prayer of petition. 
Where is God, and why is he allowing this suffering? If 
one examines the myths and rites of religion over the ages, 
one gets the impression that man tends to think that while 
the gods have the power, they do not care much. If they 
are not imprecated, if they are not mollified, if they are not 
acknowledged especially by the observance of the rites, 
then needy and vulnerable man will not attract their notice. 
Indeed, the highest gods seem to withdraw to a far-away 
setting, and the workings of human life are left to lesser 
deities. The point being raised here is the attitude of the 
divine towards suffering man. It has very often been 
perceived as one of basic disinterest. The gods seem 
unconcerned at man’s plight. Let us see this perception 
represented in the heartfelt petition expressed by our leper 
today. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet with the following 
statement: Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean. 
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The direct petition to heal him is obviously implied, but it 
is a statement that also implicitly asks our Lord if he is 
willing to help. Are you unconcerned ? He knows that 
Jesus is concerned because our Lord is profoundly good. 
But the statement, with its petition, may be taken as a 
symbol of the hidden cry of needy and vulnerable man — 
O God, are you willing to help me and take away the evil 
from which I am suffering? Jesus says he is, and proves it: 
I am willing, he said. Be clean! And immediately the 
leprosy left him. But then Jesus says, Don’t tell anyone! 

Don’t tell anyone! What this suggests is that, while 
our Lord was deeply concerned for the terrible physical 
suffering, indeed all the suffering of all persons, it was not 
primarily for this that he had come. He was not just a 
healer. There were vast numbers of lepers in the ancient 
world — but our Lord had not come to heal them all. He 
healed some, indeed many, but his mission was clearly not 
to take away all suffering from the world. An end to all 
suffering would indeed come to those who entered the 
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Kingdom, but only at the end when he comes again. In his 
message for the 2014 World Day of the Sick, Pope Francis 
observed that Jesus “did not remove illness and suffering 
from human experience but by taking them upon himself 
he transformed them and gave them new meaning.” Jesus 
himself embraced suffering — although it is not to be 
imagined that he chose all, any and every kind of suffering 
in every possible circumstance. He had the joy of thirty 
years with his mother at Nazareth, and much of that time 
with his holy foster-father Joseph. Other ordinary joys he 
experienced and accepted in his life. He was not himself 
sick or infirm, but enjoyed an abiding full health. But 
many great sorrows came his way — such as that of seeing 
one of his specially chosen Twelve disaffect and betray 
him. He embraced all the sufferings which his mission and 
the divine will entailed, and supremely those flowing from 
the witness he bore to himself and the divine plan. 
Mysteriously, the divine plan was that precisely through 
his obedience within immense suffering the sin of the world 
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would be atoned, and the world would be granted the 
inestimable gift of redemption. It has been revealed to us 
that because of the sin of man, sin entered the world and 
with sin came death and all that is connected with death. 
Suffering is the terrible consequence of the human choice 
of sin. God became man, not to eliminate this suffering, 
but to transform it and make it the means of a far greater 
life both here and hereafter. Precisely because of Christ’s 
suffering - his passion, death and resurrection - our 
suffering and even death can serve as a vehicle and 
gateway to everlasting happiness. The one condition is 
that our sufferings be borne in union with God — and 
Christ is the way to God. I am the Way, he said. 

As our Lord’s public ministry progressed, we see a 
drawing back from an abundant exercise of his healing 
ministry — because his mission was being misinterpreted 
and his true message ignored. The healings were but a 
sign, as St John calls them in his Gospel. He had come to 
eliminate a far greater evil from the world and from the 
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lives of men, provided they put their faith in him and 
choose to be his disciples. That evil was sin and the 
absence of union with God. He had come to take away the 
sin of the world and to bestow on repentant man the gift of 
a share in his own divine life. This would come by their 
choosing to be his disciples — by believing in him, being 
baptised into his life, and living as true members of his 
Church. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday after the Epiphany of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Galatians 4:4-5 God sent his Son, born 
of a woman, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who through your 
Only Begotten Son have made us a new creation for 
yourself, grant, we pray, that by your grace we may be 
found in the likeness of him, in whom our nature is united 
to you. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149; John 3:22-30 

After this Jesus and his disciples came into the land of 
Judea. There he abode, and baptized. John also was 
baptizing in Ennon near Salim because there was much 
water there. They came and were baptized for John was 
not yet cast into prison. There arose a question between 
some of John's disciples and the Jews concerning 
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purification. They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, 
he who was with you beyond the Jordan to whom you 
testified is baptizing and all are going to him. ” John 
answered, “A man cannot receive any thing unless it be 
given him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness 
that I said, 7 am not Christ but that I am sent before him. ’ 
He that has the bride is the bridegroom. But the friend of 
the bridegroom, who stands and hears him rejoices 
because of the bridegroom's voice. This my joy therefore is 
fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease. ” (John 
3:22-30) 

Grandeur It appears that it was the American 
writer Max Ehrmann (1872-1945) who wrote the prose 
poem “Desiderata” in 1927 — and not, as many have 
thought, an unknown author whose composition was 
discovered in 1692. It begins, Go placidly amid the noise 
and haste, and remember what peace there may be in 
silence. As far as possible without surrender be on good 
terms with all persons. Speak your truth quietly and 
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clearly; and listen to others, even the dull and the 
ignorant; they too have their story. Towards the end of the 
stirring piece, we read this, Therefore be at peace with 
God, whatever you conceive Him to be, and whatever your 
labours and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life keep 
peace with your soul. With all its sham, drudgery, and 
broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world. Be cheerful. 
Strive to be happy. Many of its phrases stand out, but here 
I would like to point to one which is easy to miss. “With 
all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, it is still a 
beautiful world.” So, despite everything, it is a beautiful 
world. Ehrmann worked at a variety of professions — as 
an attorney, and as a businessman in his family's 
meatpacking business — and he had also studied 
philosophy at Harvard. Perhaps this last discipline helped 
give depth to some of his writings. It is still a beautiful 
world! This may be hard to perceive for some who have 
bad experiences in life, but it is true. The world comes 
from the hand of God in that it is being constantly 
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sustained in being by him. It reflects his infinite beauty — 
to a point, because there is also present in it the fact of 
death. Sin entered the world through one man, St Paul 
writes in the Letter to the Romans, and with sin there came 
death, which has spread everywhere. Yes, within the 
beauty of life, there are the seeds of dissolution and ugly 
decay — but the beauty is there. Go to the Upper Blue 
Mountains near Katoomba in the greater Sydney region, 
and you will see beauty stretching out before you. One of 
the reasons for the undying popularity of nature 
documentary films portraying the variety of living 
creatures in the sea or in the wild is the beauty it presents. 
Our Lord once said that the lilies of the field surpassed 
Solomon in all his glory for their beauty. Well, consider 
those many spectacular flowers that outshine the lilies! 

Of course, the greatest beauty is to be found in man 
— and the greatest ugliness. Here, I am not referring 
primarily to the physical. The true drama of the universe is 
the moral struggle which is the responsibility of each man 
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and woman and all of humanity. Its upshot is moral beauty 
or moral degradation — it is one thing about himself that 
man must take in hand. The most beautiful person is the 
saint. As each child sets out on life’s course, the ultimate 
issue will be his moral life. How important it is that he 
appreciate this! We read in the Early Journals of John 
Henry Newman an entry made on April 14, 1843 — he was 
at Littlemore. He notes that “God put it into my heart, 
when I was 5 or 6 years old, to ask what and why I was”. 
That is to say, he was given the grace to perceive very 
early that he was responsible to God his Maker. He did not 
act on this with due seriousness till his teenage conversion 
ten years later, but a basis was there, and his subsequent 
life was a success. It was a success because he prosecuted 
the moral challenge of life, which is to belong to God by 
loving him and keeping his commandments. This is the 
greatest beauty of all, and when moral grandeur presents 
itself in this or that good and holy person, it is something 
of a wonder. All of this brings us to our Gospel today 
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(John 3:22-30), in which we have before us two most 
exceptional figures. The one is a great prophet, the other is 
the like of whom has never been seen in terms of the 
degree of his moral goodness. I refer to John the Baptist 
and Jesus Christ. Our Lord said that one greater than John 
had never been bom - in such a statement he was extolling 
his moral grandeur and his unique prophetic vocation. But 
John said that he was nothing compared to Jesus — he was 
not worthy to undo his sandal strap. JJe was referring to 
Christ’s person, mission and unique moral depth. Let our 
Gospel today remind us of the one thing necessary, which 
is to attain holiness — in Christ. It is his grace which 
enables us to overcome the seeds of death and moral decay 
that are inextricably bound up with our nature, as it has 
come to us from our first parents. In this great goal of 
goodness every day counts, and in large measure it is 
achieved precisely through our work — done in union with 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer and source of the grace which 
we need. 
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The moral life is the central and basic drama of the 
universe, and is the ultimate success or failure as the case 
may be. How beautiful is the saint and how tragically ugly 
is the confirmed sinner. Each man or woman has but one 
shot — there is no further chance, as the doctrine of 
reincarnation would have it. The tiny, newborn infant may 
or may not have special natural gifts, but there is one thing 
he just must do and must be. He must do the right moral 
thing, and be a good person. The problem is that he is born 
into the world, not totally depraved by any means but 
seriously wounded in terms of moral living. However, he 
has Jesus Christ for his God and Redeemer. Let him learn 
of Christ, believe in him, and by his grace live in him. 
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The Baptism of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 3:16-17 After the Lord was 
baptized, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit 
descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of the 
Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had 
been baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him, solemnly declared him your beloved 
Son, grant that your children by adoption, reborn of water 
and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 


Or: 
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O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our very 
flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed 
through him whom we recognize as outwardly like 
ourselves. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or Isaiah 55:1-11; 

Psalm 29:1-4, 9-10; Mark 1:7-11 

And this was John’s message: “After me will come 
one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. ” At 
that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up 
out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased. ” (Mark 1:7-11) 
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Christ’s Baptism In the Gospel of St Matthew, the 
Angel informs Joseph in a dream of the work of the One 
whom his betrothed has conceived of the Holy Spirit. His 
name is to be “Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins” (Matthew 1:21). This is a critically important point, 
and perhaps somewhat new. Joseph was told that Jesus’ 
mission would be spiritual, and to do with salvation from 
sin. There is no further clarification. The wise men from 
the East arriving in Jerusalem, inquire about him “who has 
been bom king of the Jews” (2:2). The chief priests and 
scribes inform Herod of the prophecy: he will be “a mler 
who will govern my people Israel” (2:6). This stresses his 
kingly character. The Child will be the Ruler. In Luke, the 
Angel informs Mary that she is to name her son Jesus. He 
will be great, the Son of the Most High. Then there is 
given the emphasis on his mission as King. He will receive 
the throne of David his father “and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no 
end” (1:31-33). There is more that the Angel tells of the 



518 


uniqueness of his Person, but in terms of his work, the 
stress is on his being the divinely-anointed Ruler. He is the 
Messiah-King, and we recall that throughout the Synoptic 
Gospels the stress of our Lord’s preaching is on the 
Kingdom. In Luke, the Angel informs the shepherds of the 
birth of “a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
He is a “Saviour” — but from what evil he will deliver the 
people is not specified. He will be the Messiah-Ruler or 
King — “Christ the Lord.” Simeon predicts that the Child 
is the Lord’s “salvation,” a “light to the Gentiles” and the 
“glory” of Israel (Luke 2:29-35), and that he will suffer 
greatly. Broadly speaking, the predictions at the time of 
Christ’s Infancy as to his future work were that he would 
rule as the Messiah-King, and that he would save his 
people — the Angel having specified to Joseph that he 
would “save his people from their sins”. He would be the 
great Anointed King who would deliver his people from 
their oppression. It was somewhat vague, and Mary and 
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Joseph themselves had to proceed by faith. God would do 
his work, and his will would gradually be made known. 

But now, on the threshold of our Lord’s public 
ministry there is the word of John the Baptist — and he 
appears to introduce something new. All four Gospels 
declare that John the Baptist foretold that “he who is 
coming” “will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”. Matthew 
adds, “and with fire” (3:11). So does Luke (3:16-17). In 
the Acts of the Apostles, Luke’s companion volume, our 
Lord confirms this: “John baptized with water, but before 
many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 1:5). In Mark, our Gospel for this day, the One 
coming “will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (1:8). In 
the Gospel of St John, the Baptist declares that it was from 
God that he learnt that “he on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit” (John 1:33). So it looks as if this was a further 
revelation prior to the public ministry of Christ about the 
nature of the salvation he would bring. It came from the 
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lips of John the Baptist that Jesus of Nazareth would 
baptize with the JJoly Spirit. It was a spiritual mission, and 
it had to do with the taking away of the world’s sin. Both 
before and after foretelling the baptism with the Holy Spirit 
by Christ, John speaks of Jesus being “the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29 and 36). 
While John’s baptism was a forerunner and pointer to the 
baptism to be effected by Jesus, Christ’s own baptism was 
especially so. Christ stepped forward as if one of sinful 
humanity, thus showing his taking part with all his 
brothers, and when baptized by John, the heavens parted. 
At that, God the Holy Spirit descended on him in visible 
form — the form of a dove. It was a public anointing of 
him as Prophet, Priest and King, and John the Baptist was 
the visible hand that effected it. The great prophet Moses 
anointed Aaron and his sons as priests (Leviticus 8:30). 
Samuel anointed David as king (1 Samuel 16:13). Elijah 
was commanded to anoint Elisha to be prophet in his place 
— which he effected by casting his mantle upon him (1 
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Kings 19:16. 19). Here the Baptist pours water over Jesus 
of Nazareth, who is then filled with the Holy Spirit, 
declared by heaven to be the beloved Son of God, and 
empowered as Messiah for his mission. He will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit. With that, the Baptist recedes, and 
the Messiah takes the stage. 

Let today’s Gospel passage, giving us the testimony 
of the Baptist, renew in us our appreciation of the gift to us 
of the Spirit of God. Christ’s baptism and the testimony of 
John reveals the mystery of the most holy triune God, 
Father, Son and Spirit. It reveals a centrepiece of the 
redemption planned by God for man, namely the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. God means us to be baptized with his own 
divine Spirit. This is the will of God, St Paul writes, your 
sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3). It is the Holy Spirit 
who is our Sanctifier, and this began at our baptism. It was 
continued at our confirmation, and it is nourished in each 
of the Sacraments of the Church. Let us strive to be 
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subject to the Holy Spirit, then. He is to be our life, as he 
was the life of Christ. 


Second reflection: (Mark 1:7-11) 

The Humility of God In the Gospel passage for 
today the Church brings us to the threshold of our Lord’s 
public ministry, his baptism in the river Jordan by John 
(Mark 1:7-11). He had spent thirty years in humble 
obscurity with the ordinary men and women of his own 
village. Their lot had been his, showing that he shared our 
humanity completely. The one exception was sin — this 
he could not share for he was God. Our Lord was like unto 
us in everything except that, being divine, he was utterly 
sinless. Despite his sinlessness, we see him stepping 
forward to be baptised by John as if he were a member of 
sinful fallen humanity; as if he were a man conscious of his 
sinfulness and desiring to confess and repent of it. The 
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washing of John’s baptism signified both the desire of the 
penitent to be washed free of his sins, and his trust that 
God in his goodness would indeed forgive him his sins. 
What then did the desire of our Lord to be baptised by John 
signify, for he was sinless? It signified that our Lord was 
choosing to be at one with sinful humanity, and though 
sinless himself, he was taking on himself in a redeeming 
sense the sins of mankind. He himself would atone for the 
sin of the world by his obedient sufferings, and the baptism 
he would institute for his Church would bring this 
atonement for sin to each individual. 

And so we are brought to contemplate the loving 
humility of Christ, and in him, of God. The baptism of our 
Lord was a revelation of God’s character, we might say. 
He is profoundly humble, being prepared to be counted 
among sinners though utterly sinless. He is immensely 
loving, being prepared out of love to take on the world’s 
sin and do away with it by expiation. This is what God is 
like, and because of what Christ has done, we are his 
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children. Let us resolve to imitate him by living lives 
united to Christ in his humility and loving commitment to 
the salvation of men. 
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Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel 2:12-18; Psalm 51:3-6, 12-14, 17; 
2 Corinthians 5:20 - 6:2; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18. 

Jesus said, Be careful not to do your 'acts of 
righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, 
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So 
when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on 
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the streets, to be honoured by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you give to 
the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go 
into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, 
who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. When you fast, do not look sombre 
as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 
men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on 
your head and wash your face, so that it will not be 
obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your 
Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. (Matthew 6:1-6.16-18) 
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Joy It is arguable that the dominant ethical 
philosophy in the English-speaking world over the past 
two centuries has been Utilitarianism, which holds that the 
moral rightness of an action is determined by its capacity to 
maximize overall “happiness.” That is to say, the moral 
worth of an action is determined by its outcome for 
“happiness.” One weighs the morality of an action by 
determining these consequences. Two modern fathers of 
this theory were (the atheists) Jeremy Bentham (1748- 
1832) and John Stuart Mill (1806-1873). In 1776 Bentham 
published his grand principle: the greatest happiness for the 
greatest number. In his Analysis of the Influence of 
Natural Religion on the Temporal Happiness of Mankind 
(1822), he applied his utility criterion to religion, and 
found it entirely wanting. Bentham maintained happiness 
to be the sole end of conduct — his was a type of 
naturalism. Pleasure and pain is the discriminating norm of 
right and wrong, and moral obligation is just the resulting 
sanction of pleasant or painful results of action. John 
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Stuart Mill was deeply impressed by Bentham’s work, 
agreeing that the proper objective of all conduct and 
legislation is the greatest happiness of the greatest number. 
At the age of seventeen he formed a discussion group 
called the Utilitarian Society, and one of his several books 
in mature age was his Utilitarianism (1861). This 
dominant modern school of thought has assisted in the 
promotion of the natural tendency of man to seek pleasure 
and make his happiness the criterion of what is right. Well 
now, quite apart from the question of whether this can be 
regarded as in any sense an adequate account of moral 
obligation, there is the further matter of whether it will 
bring happiness to man. Will seeking his own happiness or 
pleasure bring happiness to a man? Will endeavouring to 
bring pleasure to others bring them happiness? The point 
can perhaps be made more easily by a different choice of 
terms. What is it that brings true joyl We all sense that it 
is joy we truly desire, and that joy can be had without 
pleasures. But what is the joy we ought seek? Life is 
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short, and if man is ever to attain joy in life, he had better 
hit on the true path to it — and it is at this point, among 
many others, that Jesus Christ appears. 

Christ was not a man of pleasures — as is manifest. 
But he was a man filled with joy. He stated as much, and 
he made it clear that he wished our joy, the joy of his 
disciples, to be full. “If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be full” (John 16:10-11). Our Lord repeats his 
insistence on joy: “Hitherto you have asked nothing in my 
name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full” 
(John 16:24). St Paul refers to his own joy: “... complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind” (Philippians 2:2). 
Christ’s life was one of joy and happiness, though amid 
great sufferings. His joy derived from his union with his 
heavenly Father. He promised joy to his disciples if they 
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remained in union with him. The principal joy, the deepest 
joy, intended by God for us his children is that we be more 
and more united with Jesus Christ his Son, sharing in his 
life by sharing in the gift of his Holy Spirit. Let this 
general point introduce us to the liturgical season of Lent, 
which begins on Ash Wednesday. Lent is a time when we 
are invited to enter more deeply into the joy of the Lord, 
tasting of that joy, making it our own, and living in it — 
precisely by living more deeply in union with Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps we think of Lent as a little like a time of gloom — 
when we deny ourselves “pleasures.” We do what Bentham 
and Mill and their philosophical progeny such as Peter 
Singer would regard as justified only if it has the 
consequence of bringing greater pleasures. No - not at all, 
for this would not bring joy. We deny ourselves 
“pleasures” during Lent so as to give ourselves more 
completely to prayer, self-denial and concern for others 
precisely to deepen our union with Jesus Christ, who is 
man’s true joy. Joy will be ours the more we know, love 
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and serve him. The greatest joy comes to the person who 
attains the blessing of loving God with all his mind, heart, 
soul and strength — and this he does when he becomes a 
fervent disciple of Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man. 
That is the programme of Lent: to gain this Pearl of great 
price, this Treasure hidden in the field. 

We are made to want to be happy — or, putting it 
more precisely, to seek and gain joy. We are made for joy. 
But we shall not attain it by making our daily goal the 
attainment of pleasure. To attain the joy intended for us by 
our Creator, we shall have to give up very many pleasures 
because “pleasure” generally leads to making Self the goal 
of life. Lent is the time when we turn more deliberately to 
the Person of Jesus Christ by working at the three pillars of 
Christian discipleship: prayer, penance and works of 
mercy. As we grow in him by planting ourselves on these 
pillars, as expounded in our Gospel today (Matthew 6:1- 
6.16-18), the joy of the Lord will be ours. 
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Second reflection: (2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2) 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. As God’s fellow workers 
we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he 
says, “In the time of my favour I heard you, and in the day 
of salvation I helped you. ” I tell you, now is the time of 
God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. (2 Corinthians 
5:20-6:2) 

Be Reconciled to God On Ash Wednesday the 
Church places before us the stark appeal of St Paul and 
makes it her own: “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God” (2 
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Corinthians 5:20-6:2). Were it not for what God has done 
in sending us his Son, such an appeal would be impossible. 
We would be able to do nothing about such a call, for we 
would be enslaved by our sins. But Christ has broken the 
power of sin and we are able to live a new life, the life of 
God. Now, that being granted, what must we do in order to 
be reconciled to God? To begin with, we should meditate 
on who God is and on what he is like: “he is all tenderness 
and compassion” (Joel 2:12-18). Were we simply to go on 
our own natural sense of things, we would hardly be 
encouraged to draw near to God, for the thought of our sins 
would give to our thought of God a great foreboding. 
There would be little reason for confidence in approaching 
the all-holy God. But God has revealed his face in the face 
of Christ, the face of One who is full of love and 
compassion, the face of the One who has expiated for our 
sins. The grace of the liturgical season of Lent is the grace 
of being more deeply reconciled with God. A great good 
awaits us during Lent. It is the good of repenting of our 
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sins and, in union with Christ, of making up for them and 
for the sins of others. Let us, in the clear light of what the 
Church tells us of the season of Lent, resolve to make of 
Lent a time of true renewal. Apart from relying on the 
grace of God for this, we must draw up a plan of action on 
our part, an agenda involving prayer, self-denial and works 
of mercy (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18). 

It will mean more fervent prayer and possibly more 
time at prayer, if we are not giving sufficient time to it. If 
we are giving sufficient time to it, we can certainly resolve 
to pray with greater fervour. It will mean more self-denial, 
possibly in little unnoticed ways, especially the inner 
self-denial that is involved in overcoming intractable secret 
faults, but supported by physical mortification as well. 
Why not cut out television except for a certain amount of 
necessary news? Very importantly, there is almsgiving and 
works of mercy. Let us resolve with the help of God’s 
grace to make this year’s Lent a time of genuine spiritual 
advance. 
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Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 55 (54): 17-20, 23 When I cried 
to the Lord, he heard my voice; he rescued me from those 
who attack me. Entrust your cares to the Lord, and he will 
support you. 

Collect Prompt our actions with your inspiration, we pray, 
O Lord, and further them with your constant help, that all 
we do may always begin from you and by you be brought 
to completion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1:1-4 

and 6 ; Luke 9:22-25 

And Jesus said, The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and he must be put to death and on the 
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third day be raised to life. Then he said to them all: If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? (Luke 9:22-25) 

Suffering An intriguing feature of the public life of 
Jesus Christ was that it was so short. Alexander the Great 
at least had some twelve years to pursue his adventures 
with such class and daring. Consider Julius Caesar. For all 
his adult life, beginning with his acquisition of the high 
priesthood of Jupiter in his late teens (subsequently lost), 
Caesar pursued his course till his assassination in his mid¬ 
fifties. He had some thirty-five years to attain his goals. 
(Siddhartha) Gautama Buddha lived from about 563 BC to 
either between 411 BC and 400 BC, or even to about 483 
BC. At about the age of 30 he began his quest for 
enlightenment, attaining this goal about five years later. 
He then spent what was perhaps a further forty years laying 
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the foundations of Buddhism. So he too had time to do 
this. At about the same time in China, Confucius (550 BC 

- 480 BC) - Kong Qiu - also travelled around expounding 
his teachings. He lived to about the age of 70. Earlier still 

— perhaps at the time of Samuel or David or Solomon — 
Zoroaster lived and spread his message in Eastern Iran. 
We know little of his career, but presumably it lasted 
several years. Mahomet (570 AD - 632 AD) had a 
remarkable success in terms of religious and military 
influence, but he had some twenty years to do it, following 
his initial religious experiences at the age of 40. Now 
Jesus Christ, beginning his public career at about the age of 
thirty (Luke 3:23), had a mere two or three years before his 
ignominious execution. It was an appalling disappointment 
for his fervent disciples, who for every good reason saw in 
him the awaited Messiah, the glory of his people and the 
light for the Gentiles. Many hailed him as he entered the 
Holy City. But then within the week he was gone, done to 
death by the Roman authorities — under severe pressure 
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from the Temple aristocracy — outside the City between 
two criminals. By any usual standards, the promising 
career of Jesus of Nazareth had been absolutely cut short. 
There just had not been the time to get anything of 
substance done. There had suddenly intervened, and with a 
vengeance, the great terminator of every magnificent 
project in life: Death. All was in pieces, and who was there 
to pick the pieces up? We may say that it is especially the 
case of Jesus Christ which raises the meaning and the 
mystery of Death and its sting. 

But there is also this. Jesus Christ, unlike all the great 
ones mentioned above, stressed the divinely-intended 
necessity of his terrible death. It was all part of the divine 
plan of redemption. While his public ministry, with all its 
grandeur, its lofty teaching, its divine revelation, its 
stunning miracles and its presentation of his all-holy 
Person, was absolutely necessary in itself and for the grand 
future to come, it was not nearly as important as his 
passion and death. His passion and death was his great act 
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of bearing witness to the truth of his Person and divine 
teaching. It was the supreme work of revelation and of 
redemption. The sufferings and death imposed on him by 
those who rejected this witness was freely embraced by 
him as the necessary path to man’s redemption in the 
divine plan. This was, of course, in no way understood by 
his disciples at the time — but they did eventually see that 
this is what he was teaching them. On one occasion, after 
having carefully told his disciples that he had to suffer, die 
and then to rise again, Simon Peter took him to task for the 
whole idea. What Jesus was saying to them was out of the 
question. This intervention drew a thundering rebuke from 
his Master. The way he was thinking was according to 
man, and not according to God. This was one of the many 
mysteries revealed by Jesus Christ that surpassed human 
understanding. The work he had come to do, which was to 
take away the sin of the world and bring to it the gift of 
divine life, was to be done pre-eminently by means of his 
death and resurrection. The major work of his life was 
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precisely to suffer and to die. Consider the very structure 
of the Gospels and the great length of text given over to the 
account of Christ’s passion and death. This alone shows 
how major in significance is the sudden end of Jesus Christ 
in the divine scheme. It cut short his course — as was 
intended by his enemies. But by divine intention, this was 
the way to glory. Such a course flew in the face of normal 
human thinking and was absent in the thinking of the great 
historical figures mentioned above. It revealed the mind of 
God in Christ, and it is this mind that we must make our 
own. 


What this means is that human suffering and death 
can be, to the surprise of the mind of natural man, not a 
mere and negative tragedy but the means of immense good. 
Christ has made it so, and the one who is in union with 
Jesus Christ is enabled to do great good for the world 
precisely by his sufferings and his death. This is one of the 
utterly new perspectives brought to human life by the 
incomparable figure of Jesus Christ. Sickness, seeming 
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failure, even death itself if accepted in union with the 
divine will and in company with Jesus Christ, may be the 
highest and greatest moment of human living, and the seed¬ 
bed of a harvest that is a hundred-fold. And this is what we 
see in the lives of the saints. Ah! Jesus Christ! 


Second reflection: (Deuteronomy 30:15-20) 

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death 
and destruction. For I command you today to love the 
LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and 
increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the 
land you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns 
away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away 
to bow down to other gods and worship them, I declare to 
you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will 
not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to 
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enter and possess. This day I call heaven and earth as 
witnesses against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you 
and your children may live and that you may love the 
LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. 
For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years 
in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. (Deuteronomy 30:15-20) 

Choice It has been well said that we are born into 
this world in order to work. The next great truth to 
apprehend is, what it is we are meant to be working for. 
The danger is that in the daily busy-ness of a life immersed 
in work, we can easily lose sight of what we are ultimately 
meant to be living and working for. That is to say, we can 
easily be led to live and work for things other than those 
that are truly necessary. Lent is a time that comes around 
each year when we can take stock of the fundamentals. 
The Church asks us to consider the basic choices to be 
made in life, and what these choices will lead to. 
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Accordingly today she places before us in the first reading 
our passage from the book of Deuteronomy. It is Moses’ 
inspired statement of the two stark alternatives of life 
(Deuteronomy 30:15-20). The first is: “See, I set before 
you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I 
command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk 
in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; 
then you will live and increase.” The second is both stark 
and frightening “But if your heart turns away ... you will 
certainly be destroyed.” The season of Lent is a valuable 
opportunity to return to these basics, and, with a renewed 
vision of the real and eternal issues, to choose for God and 
his holy will: “Now choose life, so that you and your 
children may live and that you may love the LORD your 
God” (Deuteronomy 30:15-20). 

It is impossible to have a great desire for something 
and the capacity to devote all our energies to it unless we 
have great clarity of vision. The average person lacks 
clarity of vision in respect to the last and final thing, which 
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is the judgment of God on which our eternity will hang. 
From that judgment will flow the life or death that the 
words of Moses ultimately refer to. It will all depend on 
how well we have prepared for that divine judgment. 
Today let us pray for the grace to see clearly the choices to 
be made, and the generosity to act in daily life accordingly. 

-- 
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Friday after Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 30 (29): 11 The Lord heard and had 
mercy on me; the Lord became my helper. 

Collect Show gracious favour, O Lord, we pray, to the 
works of penance we have begun, that we may have 
strength to accomplish with sincerity the bodily 
observances we undertake. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58:1-9; Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 

18-19; Matthew 9:14-15 

Then John's disciples came and asked him, How is it 
that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not 
fast? Jesus answered, How can the guests of the 
bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will 
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come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then 
they will fast. (Matthew 9:14-15) 

Fasting Our Gospel passage today shows that 
fasting was an important part of the practice of Old 
Testament religion: “John's disciples came and asked him, 
How is it that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples 
do not fast?” We read how Moses fasted for forty days and 
forty nights, without food or water; immediately before he 
received the tablets on the mountain (Deuteronomy 9:9). 
Again, after coming down, he broke the tablets in anger, 
and “neither ate bread nor drank water because of all the 
sin which you had committed” (Deuteronomy 9:18). King 
David fasted when his son by Bethsheba was struck sick by 
God in punishment for his sin (2 Samuel 12:16). In the 
Psalm of David (Psalm 35:12-13), the psalmist humbles 
himself by fasting: “But I, when they were sick — I wore 
sackcloth, I afflicted myself with fasting.” King 
Jehoshaphat “proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah” to 
seek help from the Lord for victory over the Moabites and 
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Ammonites (2 Chronicles 20:3). The prophet Joel asked 
all to “sanctify a fast ... and cry to the Lord” (1:14, 2:15), 
and proclaimed, “return to me with all your heart,” says the 
Lord, “with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning” 
(2:12). When Jonah preached, the people of Nineveh 
“believed in God, they proclaimed a fast, and put on 
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them” 
(Jonah 3:5-7). In response to the King of Persia’s decree, 
the Jews fasted and lamented (Esther 4: 3), and Esther 
directed that the Jews of Susa hold a fast on her behalf — 
and she and her maids would also fast (Esther 4:16). When 
we come to the Gospels, we notice that the prophetess 
Anna “did not depart from the temple, worshipping with 
fasting and prayer night and day” (Luke 2:37). Our Lord 
himself, on the occasion of the special descent on him of 
the JJoly Spirit following his baptism, was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness where he fasted for forty days and forty 
nights. He was tempted by the Devil to turn stones into 
bread for himself (Matthew 4:2-3, Luke 4:2-3) - and this 
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he rejected. In the great Sermon on the Mount, our Lord 
assumes that his disciples will be fasting: “And when you 
fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites ... But when 
you fast, anoint your head and wash your face..” (Matthew 
6:16-17). 

This is not to say that revealed religion requires that 
we be always fasting. Our Lord with his disciples attended 
the wedding feast of Cana, and indeed provided an 
abundance of superb wine when the wine had suddenly run 
out. It was Christ’s holy mother who took the initiative 
here. We read of our Lord accepting invitations to dine 
with leading Pharisees, and on another occasion Matthew 
put on a great dinner in his home, to which he invited 
fellow tax-collectors and “sinners.” Banquets feature in 
our Lord’s parables. In our Gospel incident today, John’s 
disciples are puzzled at seeing our Lord’s own disciples, 
the disciples of One who was manifestly so holy and who 
had been held up by John the Baptist, failing to fast. After 
all, they and the Pharisees fasted — why not, then, Jesus’ 
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own disciples? So our Lord was not expecting his disciples 
to fast — at that stage. Why was he not? Well, this could 
be discussed — perhaps it was because our Lord was intent 
on laying a new foundation, the foundation being his own 
Person. He wanted his disciples to understand that he was 
“the Bridegroom,” the very centre of all religion. He 
wanted his disciples to make him the centrepiece of their 
entire lives and was content at this point, while he was with 
them, to let them deepen their knowledge, love and 
appreciation of him. But the time would come when he 
would be taken away from them. By that time, it was to be 
hoped, their lives would be rooted and grounded on him — 
through the action of the Holy Spirit who would be sent to 
them — and then they would fast. So, fasting would be 
part and parcel of the life of Christ’s disciples. Now, what 
is the modern Christian to do about all this? Fasting is 
plainly a traditional form of penance and turning to God. 
God means it to be part of a fervent life, and he will greatly 
bless such a life if it is performed in the right spirit. The 
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Church asks us to practise fasting during the special season 
of Lent. As Pope St John Paul II observed on one occasion 
C Angelas , March 10, 1996), “to fast is to reaffirm for 
oneself what Jesus replied to Satan, when the latter tempted 
him at the end of forty days of fasting in the desert: “Not 
on bread alone is man to live but on every utterance that 
comes from the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4). 

Penitential fasting will help us to recover a deeply 
interior life with Christ at its centre. But of course, the 
effort to be very moderate in food consumption must 
extend to other things that are not necessary, and this 
spiritual discipline will greatly help us in our spiritual life. 
We could “fast” in our intake of the mass media: the use 
we make of, say, television. We could “fast” in respect to 
other things on which we have become dependent — and 
thus increase our dependency on God alone. All through 
life we must be striving to be attached to God with our 
whole heart, and detached from all else that is not in and of 
God. Lent is the time of grace to grow in this. 



553 


Second reflection: (Matthew 9:14-15) 

Then They Will Fast During these early days of 
Lent the Church places before us our Gospel scene of today 
in which John’s disciples come to Jesus puzzled that he 
does not insist that his disciples fast, in the way they and 
the Pharisees did. After all, fasting was a perennial means 
of spiritual growth and life. Our Lord replied, “How can 
the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? 
The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken 
from them; then they will fast” (Matthew 9:14-15). What 
does our Lord’s answer suggest? To begin with, our 
Lord’s reply surely shows his kindness, his flexibility, his 
willingness to wait — all qualities which are in evidence in 
his dealings with each one of us. Our Lord was forming 
his disciples and had still a long way to go with them. 
Even after his resurrection they had much distance to travel 
in understanding. They were made up of different 
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personalities, different backgrounds, and with only the 
haziest notions of what our Lord himself as the Messiah 
had come to do — some of their expectations were entirely 
mistaken. He allowed them to find their feet, to become 
his friends, to enjoy his company, and to begin to learn 
from him, the Master. His work was of a radically 
different order from that of the Pharisees, and it differed 
somewhat even from that of John — for we remember how 
he contrasted John (whom he so highly praised) with those 
‘in the kingdom of heaven.’ So our Lord was allowing his 
disciples simply to be with him, the Bridegroom, with all 
the joy and the newness that this involved. Our Lord was 
kindly, flexible and patient with them as he is with each of 
us too, as we work our way towards spiritual maturity. 
But, as our Lord explained to John’s disciples, the time for 
seriousness and spiritual struggle in his disciples would 
come. He would be taken away from them, and another 
Advocate would come to be with them forever. And then 
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indeed they would fast, and take the Kingdom by constant 
struggle unto death. 

With these words of our Lord before us, and with the 
assurance of the help of the Holy Spirit ahead of us, let us 
use the Lenten period to set in place in our lives a pattern 
of true self-denial and spiritual struggle, following in the 
footsteps of the Bridegroom who has been taken away 
from our sight — but who is present intimately to us, 
giving us the grace to follow after him. Let us renounce all 
mediocrity and all tendency simply to coast along. We 
must be disciples with a great desire to follow the 
Bridegroom whithersoever he goes. Let us begin this 
concretely, in practical terms, by aiming higher in prayer, 
in self-denial, and in service and assistance to others. 
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Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 69 (68): 17 Answer us, Lord, for 
your mercy is kind; in the abundance of your mercies, look 
upon us. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, look with compassion 
on our weakness and ensure us your protection by 
stretching forth the right hand of your majesty. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58:9-14; Psalm 86:1-2, 3 4,5-6; 

Luke 5:27-32 

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by 
the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. Follow me, Jesus 
said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed 
him. Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his 
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house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were 
eating with them. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, 
Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'? 
Jesus answered them, It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance. (Luke 5:27-32) 

The Sinners Gautama Buddha was bom in about 
563 BC (in present-day Nepal). This was some thirty or 
thirty-five years after the First Babylonian Exile of the 
children of Israel to Babylon, which included the young 
Ezechiel. So Buddha was born a quarter of a century after 
the sack of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, and perhaps just 
a few years after the prophet Ezechiel ended his career as a 
prophet in Babylon. Buddha died, it seems, at about the 
age of 80, in Uttar Pradesh, India, and his movement began 
to appear at about 535 BC. This was at about the time of 
the decree of Cyrus the Great, ending the 70-year Exile and 
Captivity of the children of Israel in Babylon. He would 
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have been a contemporary of the prophet Haggai and of 
Zerubbabel, and, one might suppose, of the rebuilding and 
dedication of the Second Temple. Of course, no one 
among the children of Israel would have heard of the 
wandering Siddha-rtha Gautama in far-away Nepal and 
India, developing his teaching on the Middle Way. I 
introduce the figure of Buddha, contemporaneous with 
some of the inspired prophets of Revealed Religion, to 
notice certain features of the teachings of his movement — 
especially as it gradually developed. The early Buddhists 
built their system without any reference to a creator God, 
let alone a loving Creator, and placed an emphasis on 
wisdom (as they conceived it), as would most Greek 
philosophies. A person who cultivated wisdom would 
naturally live a life of moderation, patience and 
harmlessness. Buddhists strove for friendship, 
compassion, joy in the welfare of all, and fairness. In sum, 
a priority was placed on care for all living beings. These 
virtues were skills to be cultivated through constant and 
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deliberate practice — and they were skills that could be 
lost from lack of use. The example of Buddhism shows 
that a non-theistic “religion,” or way to some form of 
transcendence (Nirvana) and human fulfilment, can stress 
concern for others. It illustrates the fairly obvious point 
that human reason perceives that a true human 
development and flourishing includes concern for those in 
need. Aiding one’s needy neighbour is an evident duty and 
is not, as such, a duty distinctive to supernatural revelation. 

What we do notice in the Old Testament is a constant 
and explicit command from God to come to the aid of the 
needy. The Book of Deuteronomy states, as from God, 
that “If there is a poor man, one of your brethren, in any of 
your towns within your land which the Lord your God 
gives you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your 
hand against your poor brother, but you shall open your 
hand to him” (15:7-8). In the prophet Amos we read, 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘For three transgressions of Israel, 
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment; because 
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they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of 
shoes — they that trample the head of the poor into the 
dust of the earth’” (2:6-7). Numerous instances can be 
given of the divine stipulation of concern for the poor. But 
this is not just a matter of being properly, truly and fully 
human. It is a matter of maintaining a relationship with the 
living God, and this relationship ceases if injustices are 
perpetrated. When our Lord told his parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus the poor man, he was encapsulating the 
best of Old Testament religion. The Rich Man ignored the 
plight of the Lazarus the poor man, and at the death of each 
the Rich Man was buried in Hell, while Lazarus enjoyed 
happiness in the bosom of Abraham. He was irrevocably 
separated from the realm of God. Our Lord summed up the 
whole of the Law and all the Prophets by citing two verses: 
we are to love God with our whole heart and our neighbour 
as ourself. Our Lord, of course, brought this to a new and 
far higher level by commanding his disciples to live in him 
and in his word. They were to love one another as he loves 
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us. In describing the Last Judgment, he indicated that our 
eternal welfare will depend on how we treat those in need 
because he identifies with the least. This is one of the 
ways in which Christ’s revelation brought the Law and the 
Prophets to their fulfilment. Lord, when did we see you 
hungry? I tell you solemnly, whatever you did to the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did to me. This far 
transcends anything in the philosophies and religions of the 
world. The Creator is utterly loving, and his love is 
merciful in that it is especially for the poor and the needy 
that he is concerned. He demands of us that we strive to be 
like him. Thus shall we be his children. 

Revealed Religion, the religion especially of Jesus 
Christ, insists on love for the poor. In our Gospel today 
(Luke 5:27-32) the poor are those who are poor in their 
sins — the “sinners” of society — but who have a sincere 
inkling of their condition before God. Our Lord draws 
them to himself and he loves to be with them. He is intent 
on reclaiming them from sin, helping them to repent, and 
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placing them among his friends and disciples. They are 
among the spiritually poor, and Christ gives himself to 
their service and their salvation. Let us not be like the 
scribes and Pharisees of our Gospel today. Rather, let us 
imitate the Master in his love for them. 


Second reflection: (Luke 5:27-32) 

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by 
the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me, ” 
Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and 
followed him. Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at 
his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others 
were eating with them. But the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his 
disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 
and ‘sinners’?” Jesus answered them, “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to 




563 


call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. ” (Luke 5:27- 
32) 


God and Sin If God had not deigned to reveal 
himself to us, what would we have known of him? How 
likely would it have been that mankind would sense that 
the Creator actually loves us? Suffice it to point to the vast 
array of religions and philosophies of man to show how 
meagre and contradictory would be the common 
knowledge of him. Whatever of that, one of the most 
surprising and consoling of the divine attributes revealed 
by the Son of God made man is the love of God for those 
who offend him by sin. God actually loves the sinner, and 
calls on him continually to repent. Christ assures us that 
there is more joy in heaven over one repentant sinner than 
over the ninety nine, as it were, who have no need of 
repentance. That is to say, precisely because God loves the 
sinner, his repentance from sin brings joy to God. Of 
course, it is not as if only one in a hundred needs to repent. 
Every man and woman needs to embark on a daily process 
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of repentance. In our Gospel today (Luke 5:27-32) our 
Lord calls on Levi the tax collector to follow him, and Levi 
immediately leaves everything to follow him. What is 
behind this immediacy of response? We are not told, but 
perhaps Levi knew he was a sinner and Christ’s invitation 
expressed to him, in wondrous fashion, God’s loving 
mercy and pardon. It was a stunning invitation to 
friendship with God, despite his sins. Levi, being a tax 
collector, was regarded as “a sinner” and was by this fact 
made conscious of his sinful condition. The same applied 
to his colleagues, the other tax collectors. Our passage tells 
us that when Levi held a great reception for our Lord and 
his disciples in his house, there was with them “a large 
gathering of tax collectors and others”. They were 
regarded by the Pharisees as “sinners.” These sinners felt 
welcomed, loved and honoured by our Lord’s presence. In 
large measure they were open to the love of God in Christ 
precisely because of the sense they had of their own 
sinfulness. 
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It has often been pointed out — as it was by Pope Pius 
XII — that the sin of our time is the loss of the sense of sin. 
Let us pray for the grace of a personal sense of sin. If we 
lack this we shall be out of touch with our true condition 
and feel little need for the Saviour who came to take away 
the sin of the world. Let us resolve then to be like the 
Publican of our Lord’s parable who beat his breast in the 
presence of God saying, “Lord, be merciful to me a 
sinner.” It was he who went home justified, not the 
Pharisee. 
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First Week of Lent 

First Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 91 (90): 15-16 When he calls on 
me, I will answer him; I will deliver him and give him 
glory, I will grant him length of days. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, through the yearly 
observances of holy Lent, that we may grow in 
understanding of the riches hidden in Christ and by worthy 
conduct pursue their effects. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 9:8-15; Psalm 24; 1 Peter 3:18- 

22; Mark 1:12-15 

At once the Spirit sent Jesus out into the desert, and 
he was in the desert for forty days, being tempted by Satan. 
He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 
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After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. The time has come, he 
said. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news! (Mark 1:12-15) 

The Kingdom St Luke devotes thirteen verses to 
our Lord’s forty days in the wilderness (4:1-13). Matthew 
gives us eleven (4:1-11). Each account follows a slightly 
different sequence, with a few other differences as well. 
John has no reference to the retreat into the wilderness, nor 
to the temptations. Mark gives it but two verses (1:12-13), 
referring to the temptations without any detail. He adds 
that our Lord was “with the wild beasts,” and writes, as 
does Matthew, that the angels ministered to him. So Mark 
does not linger on this episode. His mention of it perhaps 
is meant to evoke memories of great milestones in the past 
which our Lord was bringing to fulfilment. It is the Spirit 
who leads Christ out into the wilderness. We read in the 
Book of Numbers that in the wilderness the Lord came 
down in the cloud and spoke to Moses “and took some of 
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the spirit that was upon him and put it upon the seventy 
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they 
prophesied” (11:16-17; 11:25). So Moses had received the 
Spirit of God, and the same Spirit was, to a point, granted 
to his seventy collaborators who would help him bear the 
load. They were in the wilderness, on their way to the 
promised land. During this sojourn they were tempted and 
they failed, including Moses himself — the greatest of the 
prophets (Deuteronomy 34:10) and the friend of God 
(Exodus 33:11). None of them except Joshua would enter 
the promised land. Christ was now in the wilderness, led 
by the Spirit of God, and preparing to lead mankind into 
the ultimate promised land of heaven. He allowed Satan to 
approach and tempt him, thus placing himself within the 
stream of the chosen people and all humanity. But of 
course Satan could make no headway with Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps too, the mention of his being “with the wild 
animals” conjured up not only the thought of the 
wilderness through which the children of Israel had to pass, 
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but the beginnings — the primeval situation of the first 
Man and Woman. They were placed by God in the Garden 
among “every beast of the field and every bird of the air” 
(Genesis 2:19-20). There too they were tempted by Satan. 
As would the children of Israel, they succumbed — and 
were cast out of the Garden. 

Jesus Christ, then, as the new Adam and the new 
Moses, proceeds through this initial wilderness triumphant 
— it is a foretaste of the final upshot that is never in doubt. 
The angels have attended him. We recall how later, when 
in the wilderness of his agony in the Garden “there 
appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him” 
(Luke 22:43). Moments later, entering the wilderness of 
his final struggle, he stated that if he so wished, twelve 
legions of angels would come to his aid (Matthew 26:53). 
Jesus Christ is the embodiment of the revealed ideal of 
Man who is faithful to God amid the wilderness of his 
struggles. But now, Luke brings us to what is his main 
point in our brief passage: Christ’s proclamation of the 



570 


Kingdom of God and its requirement of repentance and 
faith. The Kingdom of God! It was God who had led the 
children of Israel out of slavery to the promised land — 
and he had done it through his servant Moses. He led them 
into the promised land through Joshua, again his servant. 
Once in the promised land, he had led them through the 
Judges — the greatest of whom was Samuel, who may also 
be classed as the first of the major prophets within the 
promised land. Samuel was one of the very greatest 
figures of the Old Testament and there is no record of his 
failure to do God’s will. Now, what do we notice in his 
institution — at God’s command — of the Israelitic 
kingship? When he became old, the people demanded that 
he “appoint for us a king to govern us like all the nations” 
(1 Samuel 8:5). This displeased Samuel — and God said 
to him that “they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them” (8:7-8). So the 
institution of the kingship was due to a loss of faith in God 
as their king. Thus was the kingship inaugurated with 
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Samuel anointing Saul, and then David. David’s kingship 
was blessed, reached a zenith, collapsed in the following 
generations, but remained the inspired ideal and key to 
what was to come. God would send a Messiah, “one like a 
son of man., and to him was given dominion ... an 
everlasting dominion” (Daniel 7:13-14). This would be 
God’s kingdom, in which God would be the Lord of his 
people, and in which “all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him” (Daniel 7:14). 

It is this which Jesus Christ was now announcing. 
The Kingdom of God, long expected, was near. In Jesus 
Christ, this Kingdom has come and is present in the Person 
of Jesus Christ. We enter the Kingdom of God by entering 
into union with Jesus Christ and becoming his disciples. 
This we do by entering his Church by faith and baptism. 
He is the Church’s divine head. As members of his Church 
we receive the grace to live a life of ongoing repentance, of 
turning away from sin, of believing all that Jesus Christ has 
revealed as it is taught to us by his Church. Let us then 
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concentrate on working at repentance, at turning away 
from sin, approaching with sincerity the Sacrament of 
Penance, and believing wholeheartedly the faith as taught 
by Christ’s Church. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 123 (122):2-3 Like the eyes of 
slaves on the hand of their lords, so our eyes are on the 
Lord our God, till he show us his mercy. Have mercy on 
us, Lord, have mercy. 

Collect Convert us, O God our Saviour, and instruct our 
minds by heavenly teaching, that we may benefit from the 
works of Lent. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 19:1-2.11-18. Psalm 18; 

Matthew 25:31-46 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 
All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep 
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on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will 
say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by 
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me. ’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you ? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
you?’ The King will reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me. ’ Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart 
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
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nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me 
in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick 
and in prison and you did not look after me. ’ They also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and 
did not help you?’ He will reply, 7 tell you the truth, 
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you 
did not do for me. ’ Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. (Matthew 
25:31-46) 

The End There have been a great variety of 
conceptions of the nature and course of human history — 
and what it is to which it is heading. One the very notable 
features of revealed religion, as expressed in the 
announcements of the prophets, is the coming of the “Day 
of the Lord.” Though the prophecies were vague, the “Day 
of the Lord” was assuredly to come, when in some sense 
the nations would be judged by the God of Israel. “The 
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
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before the great and dreadful day of the Lord comes” (Joel 
2:31). “Nations, nations in the valley of destruction, for 
the day of the Lord is near in the valley of destruction ... 
and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling 
in Sion my holy mountain” (Joel 3:14-16). This was 
centuries before Jesus Christ. Ezechiel refers to the day of 
the Lord (13:5). Isaiah, too, had referred to it: “And in the 
last days, the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
prepared on the top of the mountains ... And the Lord 
alone shall be exalted in that day, because the day of the 
Lord of hosts shall be upon everyone that is proud and 
high-minded, and upon everyone that is arrogant, and he 
shall be humbled ... and the Lord alone shall be exalted in 
that day; and idols shall be utterly destroyed” (Isaiah 
2:2.11-18). The prophet Daniel describes God’s final 
judgement in different and grander terms. In his vision of 
the successive kingdoms or eras, the four great beasts come 
up out of the sea — the lioness, the bear, the leopard, and 
the fourth beast “terrible and wonderful and exceeding 
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strong ...” Then there sat in judgment “the Ancient of 
days,” and “the books were opened.” With that, “I saw that 
the beast was slain, and the body thereof was destroyed, 
and given to the fire to be burnt; and that the power of the 
other beasts was taken away” (Daniel 7:3-11). “One like 
the son of man came with the clouds of heaven” and was 
presented before the Ancient of days. To him was given a 
“kingdom that shall not be destroyed,” in which “all 
peoples, tribes and tongues shall serve him” (7:13-14). So 
it had been revealed that at the end God will judge all. The 
good will be rewarded and the evil punished. 

But no man professing acceptance of revealed 
religion, let alone a prophet of it, had ever dared to present 
himself as that final Judge. Abraham, Moses, Samuel and 
the prophets — all acknowledged themselves to be subject 
to the present and final judgment of God. They warned the 
people on God’s behalf that this judgment was coming, and 
that no-one would escape it, not even the Gentile nations. 
There would be either salvation or condemnation. One of 
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the astonishing claims by Jesus of Nazareth was that he 
himself will be that Judge, fie will come with the clouds of 
heaven to judge all the nations. JJe will not be judged — 
rather, he will himself judge and allocate each person to a 
place either in the kingdom of his Father, or to final 
darkness and punishment. As we read our Gospel today 
(Matthew 25:31-46), let us appreciate its singular 
uniqueness against the backdrop of the whole of the 
Scriptures. Christ claims a status and a role no-one else in 
revealed religion had dared to presume — and which, I 
suspect, no respectable man of history has ever claimed. 
This alone ought arrest our attention. If Christ’s exalted 
position is to be rejected, it must mean — if we may be 
excused in blatantly saying so — that he was a fool or a 
knave. But this is absurd, for history is clear that Jesus 
Christ was of surpassing wisdom and holiness, and power. 
JJe, this most admirable Man, bore witness unto death that 
he was the Messiah, the Son of God whose kingdom was 
not of this world (John 18:36). They would see him, the 
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Son of Man, sitting at the right hand of the Power coming 
on the clouds of heaven (Matthew 26:64, Mark 14:61-62). 
All of this brings us to our Gospel today, in which our Lord 
tells us of the Final Judgment, unique in the Scriptures for 
its depiction. The Son of Man will come in his glory as the 
King with all the angels, and he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before 
him. The visions of Daniel will be fulfilled and he, the Son 
of Man, will judge all as the One to whom has been given 
everlasting power and an indestructible kingdom. Flow 
tragic it will be to hear the sentence, “Depart from me, you 
who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels”! 

This is the one thing in the future, among the many 
future things we may expect, for which we must be 
absolutely well prepared. We must get this one right, for it 
will be the greatest catastrophe if we do not. There are 
many aspects of so living as to be ever ready for the 
coming of the Master and Judge, and high among them is 
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what our Lord is at pains to make clear in our passage 
today. We must serve our brothers in need, and our Lord 
wants us to recognize him in them. He regards as having 
been done to him what we do to the least of his brothers. 
Whatever you did to the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did to me. Of course, it is a great service to meet the 
material needs of a person, but it is a far greater service to 
bring him to Jesus Christ. Let us do that, then! 


Second reflection: (Leviticus 19:1-2.11-18) 

The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the entire 
assembly of Israel and say to them: Be holy because I, the 
LORD your God, am holy .... Do not steal. Do not lie. Do 
not deceive one another. Do not swear falsely by my name 
and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. Do 
not defraud your neighbour or rob him. Do not hold back 
the wages of a hired man overnight. Do not curse the deaf 
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or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your 
God. I am the LORD. Do not pervert justice; do not show 
partiality to the poor or favouritism to the great, but judge 
your neighbour fairly. Do not go about spreading slander 
among your people. Do not do anything that endangers 
your neighbour’s life. I am the LORD. Do not hate your 
brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbour frankly so 
you will not share in his guilt. Do not seek revenge or bear 
a grudge against one of your people, but love your 
neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD. ” (Leviticus 19:1- 
2.11-18) 

Holiness It has been said that one of the notable 
differences between the average Protestant and the average 
Catholic for quite a period of time in the past was that the 
Protestant delved into the Old Testament and quoted it far 
more than the New, and it was the reverse for the Catholic. 
Whether this was true is a further question, but at least it 
highlights the lack of familiarity with and use of the Old 
Testament by great numbers of Catholics. Catholics are at 
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home with the New Testament, and in particular with the 
Gospels — and that is a great good. The Gospels are the 
centrepiece of the New Testament and therefore of the 
entire Bible because the living Jesus stands forth from the 
pages of the Gospels more sharply than in any other of the 
inspired books. However, we ought cultivate an enormous 
veneration for every part of the Scriptures, including the 
Old Testament. Our first reading today, taken from one of 
the more neglected books of the Old Testament (Leviticus), 
gives us a passage of great beauty and immense spiritual 
relevance. 

Consider it. Its opening verse brings us to the heart of 
divine revelation with a momentous sentence: The Lord 
spoke to Moses; he said: ‘Speak to the whole community 
of the sons of Israel and say to them: “Be holy, for I the 
LORD your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:1-2). Man’s 
condition is a sinful one. The moral goodness to which his 
conscience summons him is beyond his natural reach 
because of the burden of sin which he knows afflicts him. 
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God in revealing himself to man commands him to seek 
holiness: “Be holy, for I, the LORD your God, am holy.” 
One of the most distinctive notes of the Judaeo-Christian 
revelation is that its purpose is to bring to man the gift of a 
share in God’s holiness. That is to say, together with this 
command to be holy comes the promise of redemption 
from the sin that makes holiness impossible. God so loved 
the world that he sent his Son to take away the sin of the 
world, and by the gift of his Holy Spirit, to make man’s 
transformation entirely possible. “This is the will of God, 
your sanctification,” St Paul writes. 

During these weeks of Lent, let us hear again the call 
to holiness, and let us dispose ourselves (by prayer, 
self-denial and concern for others) to walk in its path by 
the grace of God, a path marked especially by justice and 
charity to our fellow man (Leviticus 19:1-2.11-18 and 
Matthew 25: 31-46). 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 90 (89): 1-2 O Lord, you have 
been our refuge, from generation to generation; from age to 
age, you are. 

Collect Look upon your family, Lord, that, through the 
chastening effects of bodily discipline, our minds may be 
radiant in your presence with the strength of our yearning 
for you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34: 4-7, 16-19; 

Matthew 6:7-15 

And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 
pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their 
many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him. This, then, is how you 
should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 



585 


name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 
forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins. ’ (Matthew 6:7-15) 

The Lord’s Prayer In Islamic theology, Allah is 
the creator, sustainer, orderer and judge of the universe. 
He is all-powerful, all-merciful and compassionate. Indeed 
there are 99 names for Allah, each evoking a distinct 
attribute. Allah, as described in the Qur’an, is taken by 
Islam to be as the same God of Israel who covenanted with 
Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses and the prophets. 
Christians and Jews do not accept that Islam is of the same 
supernatural revelation. But it commends Islam’s respect 
for the religion of Abraham, as well as — so it respectfully 
judges the matter — its absorption of many elements from 



586 


it into its religion. Together with Judaism, Islam rejects the 
Triune God of Christianity while — unlike Judaism — it 
counts Jesus among its past prophets. Now, the following 
point is generally made. In Islam, Allah is emphatically 
exalted beyond all else, and deliberately to regard Allah as 
“Father” is to presume a relationship with him so intimate 
as to be improper. Allah so transcends us that we creatures 
are his servants — more exactly, his slaves. Though 
compassionate and merciful to his creatures, Allah is ever 
the incomparably sovereign Lord. Indeed, “Islam” means 
“submission.” Of the ninety-nine names of God, the title 
“Father” is missing. By contrast, Judaeo-Christian 
revelation speaks of the transcendent and only God with 
familial titles. His relationship with his chosen people is 
not merely that between a sovereign Lord and his subjects 
or servants, but that between a Father and his children — 
indeed, between a Husband (or Bridegroom) and his 
spouse. This was extraordinary, considering the utter 
transcendence of the God of Israel and against the 
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backdrop of the religions of mankind. He transcended 
history, the world and the peoples in a way that the high 
gods of the nations did not. Yet he had a relationship with 
his chosen people that those gods never had with their 
peoples. This closeness of relationship (of Father to child, 
and Husband to spouse) was brought to a new pass with the 
coming of Jesus Christ. Jesus addressed God as his own 
Father, his own dear Father, “my Father” — Abba! Indeed, 
he said, I and the Father are one. Further, by drawing us 
into union with himself and sharing with us his Holy Spirit, 
we were empowered, as adopted sons, to address God as 
Abba, Father! 

The point I am making here is that one of the things 
that are at stake in a religion, and very notably in the 
religion revealed by Jesus Christ, is the image of God 
which is at its heart. The great fact that was revealed by 
Jesus Christ — in continuity with what had been 
progressively revealed before him but bringing it to a new 
depth and height — was that the all-sovereign, all-merciful, 
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all-powerful, all-holy and all-wise God, the one and only 
God who was the God of Abraham and the prophets, was 
Father to us all, and in a way that passes imagining 
precisely because of Jesus Christ. How are we to envisage 
the fatherhood of the true God? We do it by gazing on 
Jesus Christ his Son. Christ is the way to the Father. He is 
the Way, and he is the Truth, and he is the Life. He who 
sees me, Jesus said, sees the Father. No one comes to the 
Father but by me, he said. I am the Gate, and the sheep 
must come through me to find pasture. When Christ took 
his three disciples up the high Mountain to pray, he was 
transfigured before them. They were then enveloped by a 
shining cloud, and from the cloud came the voice of God: 
this is my beloved Son. Listen to him! Jesus Christ is the 
Teacher of humanity in all that pertains to God, and he 
especially teaches us what God his Father is like. It is true 
that man is enabled by God to have a certain degree of 
natural knowledge of him, and that probably includes a dim 
idea of God’s fatherly love. But the extent of this love 
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would be ever beyond his grasp had it not been revealed — 
and this revelation was brought to its grand fulfilment by 
Jesus Christ. Now, all of this brings us to our Gospel 
passage today, in which our Lord gives us the method in 
which he wishes us to pray to God. First and foremost, we 
are to understand that God is our loving Father. 
Accordingly, in all that we need, we should understand that 
he knows what we need before we even ask him. There is 
no need anxiously to address him with long and elaborate 
wording as if his attitude or even presence is uncertain. He 
is our Father who loves us, and who especially wants us to 
love not only him, but to love and forgive one another. 
Indeed — he commands this, under pain of not receiving 
forgiveness ourselves. The Lord’s Prayer is absolutely 
based on the revelation of God’s love. 

Let us love and cherish the Prayer that Jesus Christ 
our Lord taught us in our Gospel today (Matthew 6:7-15), 
so simple, so full of all that we shall ever need to take us to 
holiness. Mother Teresa of Calcutta once said: “Let us say 
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the ‘Our Father.’ Let us live it and then we will be saints. 
Everything is there. God, myself, my neighbour. If I 
forgive, I can be holy, I can pray. Everything comes from 
a humble heart; when we have such a heart, we will know 
how to love God, how to love ourselves, how to love our 
neighbour.” So then, let us learn to pray the Our Father 
with all our heart, and let us pray that we shall pass from 
this life with it on our lips. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 6:7-15) 

Prayer To have received guidance from the Son of 
God himself on how to pray is a very precious thing. Our 
Gospel passage today tells us how God wants us to pray: 
we call it the Lord’s Prayer. Now, the first thing we surely 
notice about this Prayer taught to us by the Lord is its 
simplicity. And that is exactly what our Lord states in his 
preamble: “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling 
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like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words” (Matthew 6:7-15). When two very 
good friends are together, or, say, two such as mother and 
son, their communication is simple and direct in character 
and in their words. So it is to be with our prayer to God. 
As we read this very simple prayer that our Lord teaches us 
to pray, we also gain a glimpse of his own prayer to his 
heavenly Father. Obviously, it too was simple and direct. 
Why is this? It is surely because the Father is very near to 
Jesus, near beyond our imagining. So too with us. There 
is no need to strain, as it were, to be understood by the 
Father. He is not some distance away. He is very near, 
and he loves us. This too, is revealed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
This simplicity in prayer is what our Lord emphasises in 
his introduction. In his conclusion he emphasises 
something else which is also surprising and demanding. It 
is that we must forgive others their failings. If we do not, 
our request to be forgiven ours will not be granted: “For if 
you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly 
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Father will also forgive you” (Matthew 6:7-15). So 
Christian prayer involves not only a trusting and simple 
attitude to God our Father, but also a forgiving attitude to 
our neighbour. We can go through life never forgiving this 
or that person from the heart. If this amounts to a 
deliberate refusal to forgive, our eternity can be at stake, 
because God has told us that his forgiveness of our 
trespasses will depend on our forgiveness of the trespasses 
of others. 

So then, every time we think of someone who has hurt 
us in the past in any way, let us resolve to pray for that 
person there and then, and to do so from the heart. If we 
have offended another, let us pray for that person too. Let 
us pray for the grace to forgive genuinely from the heart, 
everyone who has caused us any injury of any kind. Let us 
reflect on the preamble and on the conclusion of the Lord’s 
Prayer as Matthew presents it to us. The preamble directs 
us to be simple, trusting and immediate in our prayer to 
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God. The conclusion asks us to forgive others, so as to be 
able to ask God for forgiveness of our sins. 







594 


Wednesday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 90 (89): 1-2 O Lord, you have 
been our refuge, from generation to generation; from age to 
age, you are. 

Collect Look upon your family, Lord, that, through the 
chastening effects of bodily discipline, our minds may be 
radiant in your presence with the strength of our yearning 
for you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; 

Luke 11:29-32 

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, This is a wicked 
generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be 
given it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign 
to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this 
generation. The Queen of the South will rise at the 
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judgment with the men of this generation and condemn 
them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to 
Solomon's wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is 
here. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment 
with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is 
here. (Luke 11:29-32) 

Jonah I once read a story of how little Sally was 
transferred from her Christian school to a public school. 
On her first day the teacher, “Mrs. Crump” said, “Children, 
today we're going to study Zoology and our first topic in 
Zoology will be whales. Does anyone know anything 
about whales?” No one raised their hand. Then Sally 
raised her hand. Mrs. Crump said, “What do you know 
about whales, Sally?” Sally said, “Jonah was swallowed 
by a whale!” Mrs. Crump said, “That's nonsense! The 
throat of the whale is too narrow to swallow a man! Where 
did you get that foolish story?” Sally said, “That's what 
my Bible says!” Mrs. Crump said — deciding to refer to 
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science, “Your Bible is wrong! A whale's throat is too 
narrow to swallow a man.” Sally thought for a minute and 
then said, “I guess I’ll have to wait until I get to heaven and 
ask Jonah himself what happened.” Mrs. Crump, who did 
not believe Jonah even existed, asked Sally, “What 
happens if Jonah isn’t there to ask?” Sally thought for a 
moment and said, “Then I guess you will have to ask him.” 
The story of Jonah is widely taken to be one of the “myths” 
of the Bible — “myth” in this case meaning a fantasy or 
imaginative story having a few moral lessons. The Book 
of Jonah is scarcely taken seriously by many who allow for 
Biblical inspiration. I grew up with the story of Jonah 
being commonly regarded as a joke. There are other well- 
known sections of the Bible that are silently dismissed as, 
well, ridiculous. There is, for example, the creation of the 
universe within a work-a-day week. There are the 
impossible ages of the descendants of Adam — Adam 
himself living for just short of a millennium (Genesis 5:5), 
slightly exceeded by Methuselah (5:27). The great point 
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about the true intent of Scripture has scarcely reached the 
popular mind in our secular culture, and the figure of Jonah 
is a symbol of the perceived conundrum. It is worth 
pausing at the mention of Jonah, because the incarnate Son 
of God, Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the world and 
Teacher of mankind in all things pertaining to God — 
including the JJoly Scriptures - mentions him. He said to 
the crowds that if we wish to appreciate his Person and his 
mission, think of Jonah the prophet. 

We read in the Second Book of Kings 14:25 that 
Jeroboam, king of Samaria, restored the border of Israel 
“according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, 
which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of Amitai, the 
prophet, who was from Gath-he’pher.” This Jonah the son 
of Amitai was, then, a prophet from Gath-He’pher (several 
kilometres north of Nazareth) and was active during the 
reign of Jeroboam II (c.786-746 BC). He predicted that 
Jeroboam would recover certain lost territories. I cannot 
but assume that the inhabitants of Nazareth had a 
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veneration for Jonah, who centuries before had lived near 
their own settlement. His grave was still pointed out in the 
time of St. Jerome. Now, when we turn to the Book of 
Jonah, we read that “the word of the Lord came to Jonah 
the son of Amitai” — it is, then, the same prophet who is 
the protagonist of this Book. It is to be presumed that the 
Book contains inspired remnants of his preaching, and an 
account — in some sense — of his prophetic mission. He 
was called to preach repentance to certain Gentile people, 
he fought against its difficulty, and he was successful in 
that they repented. The graphic imagery in the account of 
how God brought this ordinary man through his struggles 
to the fulfilment of his will need not detain us here. Setting 
aside the status of various details in the Book, suffice it to 
observe that it may have been precisely the imagery of the 
storm and of the prophet being held safe by the whale for 
“three days and three nights” (Jonah 1:17), and of his 
successful preaching to the Gentiles, which kept the 
memory of this prophet alive in the heart of the chosen 
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people. There was a prophet who long before had 
preached successfully to the Gentiles. Those Gentiles 
recognized his word as coming from God and they 
repented. But now, the important point is that Christ 
referred to him with reverence. He, this “minor prophet” 
whom we are now disposed to joke about, was raised to the 
rank of a type of Christ. The way our Lord speaks of him 
assumes his historical status. He is not just a “myth,” 
though our Lord does not choose to give us a lecture on the 
historical circumstances of this venerated man’s career. 

Let us learn from the Saviour’s reference to Jonah the 
prophet in today’s Gospel (Luke 11:29-32) to treat with 
great reverence and effect the entirety of the Holy 
Scriptures. In his article “For the Sake of our Salvation” 
(Letter & Spirit 6 [2010: 21-45]), Scott Hahn wrote that 
“the Church’s perspective on the nature of Scripture is 
entirely derivative. In all essential respects it is the 
perspective of Jesus Christ himself which she received as a 
sacred trust to be faithfully transmitted.” This means that 
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the Church (and we) must “appropriate the inspired Word 
as Jesus himself did in his historical life” (p.44). We are so 
blessed to possess the Scriptures. God is their Author, and 
Jesus Christ regards and teaches them as being such. As St 
Jerome writes, ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 
Christ. 


Second reflection: (Jonah 3:1-10) 

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second 
time: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it 
the message I give you. ” Jonah obeyed the word of the 
LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very 
important city — a visit required three days. On the first 
day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty 
more days and Nineveh will be overturned. ” The Ninevites 
believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from 
the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. When the news 
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reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took 
off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat 
down in the dust. Then he issued a proclamation in 
Nineveh : “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not 
let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not 
let them eat or drink. But let man and beast be covered 
with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let 
them give up their evil ways and their violence. Who 
knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from 
his fierce anger so that we will not perish. ” When God 
saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the 
destruction he had threatened. (Jonah 3:1-10) 

Repentance When we consider the saints, the 
striking thing about them is their great spiritual progress. 
Spiritually they continued improving day by day. What 
then is the secret to this pattern of great progress in their 
life, in contrast to the little progress made in the lives of so 
many others? The secret, the key to it, was that they knew 
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how to repent. That is to say, their daily lives were marked 
by a pattern of repentance from faults and sins which they 
combated and renounced and rid from their lives. They 
identified their sins and faults — which is to say they came 
to know themselves — and then with the example of Christ 
before them they renounced these sins and faults. If we are 
to make similar spiritual progress we must do the same. 
We must set in place a practice of daily examination of 
conscience, and then each day identify what is preventing 
spiritual progress and renounce those moral obstacles. The 
repentance of a Christian is not a one-off event, but rather a 
daily and life-long pattern. If we are attempting this 
genuinely every day we are preparing well for the hour of 
our death, when we must renounce all and accept the will 
of God. In our first reading of today the prophet Jonah is 
sent to the pagan city of Nineveh (Jonah 3:1-10). The 
inspired author develops his story to bring out the climax 
of repentance. The pagan people of Nineveh repented of 
their sins. That they repented was due to the mercy of God 
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in sending a (reluctant and not very obedient) preacher of 
repentance, but they also had the readiness to respond to 
the warning that was preached to them. They were 
disposed to do what God wanted. The Church during these 
days of Lent preaches repentance to us too, and invites us 
to take heed of what the pagan Ninevites did in the story of 
Jonah. If they can do it, so can we — even more so for we 
have the Spirit of God to sustain the promptings of our 
conscience. 

So then, let us heed the call to repent. Our Lord 
replies in the Gospel (Luke 11:29-32) to those who were 
demanding a sign: “On Judgment Day the men of Nineveh 
will stand up with this generation and condemn it, because 
when Jonah preached they repented; and there is something 
greater than Jonah here.” So then, now I begin! This Lent, 
let us make it our goal to put repentance at the centre of 
life. Any genuine spiritual progress will be impossible 
unless we do. 



604 


Vb»©«dv 





605 


Thursday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 5:2-3 To my words give ear, O 
Lord; give heed to my sighs. Attend to the sound of my 
cry, my King and my God. 

Collect Bestow on us, we pray, O Lord, a spirit of 
always pondering on what is right and of hastening to carry 
it out, and, since without you we cannot exist, may we be 
enabled to live according to your will. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Psalm 
138:1-3, 7c-8; Matthew 7:7-12 

Jesus said, Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to 
him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you, if 
his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks 
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for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to 
those who ask him! So in everything, do to others what you 
would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and 
the Prophets. (Matthew 7:7-12) 

Petition One of the great differences between the 
modern age (of the last several centuries) and what 
preceded it is the prevalence of a scientific outlook. A 
statement such as this can be glib, but science and 
technology is plainly a distinguishing feature of the modern 
world in a way that cannot be said of the era prior to, let us 
say, Roger Bacon, or even prior to Francis Bacon (1561- 
1626). Francis Bacon has been called the father of modern 
empiricism. His writings established and popularised 
inductive methods for scientific inquiry, often called the 
scientific method. Famously, he died of pneumonia 
contracted while studying the effects of freezing on the 
preservation of meat. Notice just one thing in a famous 



607 


statement he made, contrasting the modern era with the 
medieval (which included the Franciscan, Roger Bacon). 
He observed of the past that “Men have sought to make a 
world from their own conception and to draw from their 
own minds all the material which they employed, but if, 
instead of doing so, they had consulted experience and 
observation, they would have had the facts and not 
opinions to reason about, and might have ultimately arrived 
at the knowledge of the laws which govern the material 
world.” So through “experience and observation” men can 
arrive “at the knowledge of the laws which govern the 
material world.” For Francis Bacon, it is “the knowledge 
of the laws which govern the material world” which has 
been attained by the age of science, and which was lacking 
prior to it. We now know and study the laws of the 
universe, and for practical life, we depend on this 
knowledge. Previously, empirical science was studied 
(Aristotle was noted for his scientific work, and many 
others too, such as St Albert the Great) but it did not catch 
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on. In the popular imagination of classical times, the gods 
managed things, and somewhat arbitrarily. Similarly, in 
general Christian thought, the action of God the Creator 
and Redeemer dominated the imagination — and not how 
the universe functioned physically. All this is now 
changed. The deity (presuming it exists) is now behind the 
scenes, and the world goes happily along on its own — 
which is to say, by its own laws, which we know, study, 
understand and manage. 

Science and technology, dominating modern culture 
and societies, has brought immense benefits to man. It 
advances by leaps and bounds continually. But a few 
decades ago, we would never have imagined the i-pad, the 
i-phone, the laptop, the Internet — and these things 
become dated and superseded, and at times even 
irreplaceable in their parts. New gadgets must be procured. 
It is the age of science and technology, which is to say the 
age of the knowledge and management of “the laws” of the 
material world. What this means, though, is that we tend to 



609 


forget that “the laws of the material world” are, 
fundamentally, the direct result of God sustaining the 
world. We now, in our imagination, envisage the world as 
continuing by its own power, its own way of functioning, 
its own laws of behaviour — as a vast and independent 
entity. We need to remember that the universe has its laws 
because its Creator and Sustainer has endowed it with its 
definite constitution and manner of flourishing. Its 
constitution with its laws is continually sustained in its 
very being by God’s positive decision. We must think 
more deeply than we are prone to. We must not be captive 
to an imagination unconsciously formed by superficial 
scientific imagery. Everything that happens in the world 
according to the world’s “laws” is the direct result of God’s 
creative act. All of this brings us to our Gospel passage 
today (Matthew 7:7-12), in which our Lord strongly 
encourages us to pray for what we need. “Everyone who 
asks receives,” he says. We are not immersed in the laws 
of a universe that functions by its own power, with the 
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Creator reappearing from time to time out of his obscurity 
in answer to desperate prayers. We are immersed in, 
surrounded by, and utterly close to the constant presence 
and creative action of the God of all. All that we are, and 
all that we are in, together with all its “laws,” are the direct 
effect of his incomprehensible, creative and ongoing touch. 
We are able to pray to our heavenly Father directly, 
knowing that he is always working, always indescribably 
near, always infinitely powerful. Let us endeavour to 
imagine such a universe as properly as we can, even 
though the high things of God can scarcely be imagined. 
The religious imagination in an age of science is critically 
important. 

While our Lord assures us that God answers our 
prayers, he does not inform us in detail of how God in his 
wisdom does this. Even in working miracles when asked, 
our Lord did so in a variety of ways. On one occasion 
when “begged” to “touch” a blind man so as to heal him, 
he did not simply “touch” him — and send him off. 
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Instead, he took him outside the village away from 
everyone and effected the cure gradually and with seeming 
effort (Mark 8:22-26). Why did he do it that way? We are 
not told. But what this tells us is that God will answer our 
prayers in the way he knows is best for us and in his own 
time. But let us remember that all that we see around us is 
the effect of his sustaining act. The sight of creation ought 
give us confidence to request — and Christ has given us 
his word. Let us, as he says elsewhere, pray always and 
not lose heart (Luke 18:1). 


Second reflection: (Esther 14:1, 3-5, 12-14) 

Queen Esther also, fearing the danger that was at 
hand, had recourse to the Lord. .... And she prayed to the 
Lord the God of Israel, saying: O my Lord, who alone art 
our king, help me a desolate woman, and who have no 
other helper but thee. My danger is in my hands. I have 
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heard of my father that thou, O Lord, didst take Israel from 
among all nations, and our fathers from all their 
predecessors, to possess them as an everlasting 
inheritance, and thou hast done to them as thou hast 

promised. . Remember, O Lord, and show thyself to us 

in the time of our tribulation, and give me boldness, O 
Lord, king of gods, and of all power: Give me a well 
ordered speech in my mouth in the presence of the lion, 
and turn his heart to the hatred of our enemy, that both he 
himself may perish, and the rest that consent to him. But 
deliver us by thy hand, and help me, who have no other 
helper, but thee, O Lord, who hast the knowledge of all 
things. (Esther 14:1, 3-5, 12-14 Douay-Rheims transl.) 

Prayer I have often thought that the moments of 
prayer that are most memorable in our lives are those 
occasioned by some very great need. It could be the threat 
of some life-threatening disease or illness of some kind. It 
could be an imminent threat to our employment, or some 
threat to a loved one. Whatever be the need, it prompts us 
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to ardent prayer and brings to the fore our faith which 
otherwise might operate at a real but not notably vivid 
level. Faced with this profound need, we find ourselves 
praying with faith and perseverance. Indeed, we might 
never forget the experience, especially so if later on we 
notice that our heartfelt prayer has in some surprising way 
been answered. In today’s first reading from the Old 
Testament Book of Esther, Queen Esther prays her 
heartfelt prayer. Its earnest and genuine character is 
evident throughout the text. It is a model of a direct and 
piercing prayer to God, and the Book is the story of how 
the prayer was heard. Let us especially notice what 
occasioned it. The beginning of the passage tells us that 
“Queen Esther also, fearing the danger that was at hand, 
had recourse to the Lord” (Esther 14: 1). It was her peril 
that evoked this admirable prayer to God. Many other 
examples of this pattern of prayer inspired by some peril 
could be cited from the Old Testament. Our prayer to God 



614 


for what we need should be earnest, genuine, heartfelt. It 
must not be half-hearted, if we want it to be answered. 

Our Gospel passage (Matthew 7:7-12) gives us our 
Lord’s guarantee as to petitions we place before the throne 
of God. Our Lord says that they will be heard: “Ask and it 
will be given to you; search, and you will find. Knock and 
the door will be opened to you.” Yet so often we hear the 
complaint that prayer is useless, with the implication that 
God does not hear our prayer. Rather, we ought consider 
whether we have been asking as God wants us to ask, and 
also whether we really have been asking for it. Have we 
asked, genuinely, in true and heartfelt fashion, and in the 
presence of God? Or rather has our petition been only 
half-hearted and scarcely a petition at all? This 
consideration takes us to the further point about such 
prayers of petition, which is that, when at prayer, we ought 
strive to be truly conscious of our condition, of our need, 
and indeed of our peril, were it not for the supporting hand 
of God. A profound consciousness of our need — such as 
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is evident in the prayer of Esther — will give to our 
petitions to God a real urgency and a heartfelt character. 

Whenever we pray to God for anything, let us bring to 
our prayer an awareness of who we are and of who God is. 
We are sinners, and are utterly dependent and contingent. 
God is all-holy, utterly necessary, unlimited and 
all-powerful in his being. 
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Friday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 17-18 Set me free from 
my distress, O Lord. See my lowliness and suffering, and 
take away all my sins. 

Collect Grant that your faithful, O Lord, we pray, may be 
so conformed to the paschal observances, that the bodily 
discipline now solemnly begun may bear fruit in the souls 
of all. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; 

Matthew 5:20-26 

Jesus said, I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 
you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. You 
have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not 
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to 
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judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his 
brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who 
says to his brother, ‘ Raca, ’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. 
But anyone who says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the 
fire of hell. Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First 
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer 
your gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who 
is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on 
the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the 
judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be 
thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, you will not get out 
until you have paid the last penny. (Matthew 5:20-26) 

Reconciliation The history of English Catholicism 
is a fascinating field of study — especially, perhaps, the 
four centuries following the break by Henry VIII from the 
Holy See. Among the points of high drama (and several 
could be mentioned) was the entry of the Oxford-based 
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John Henry Newman into the Catholic Church. It began a 
course of difficult but fruitful years for him till his 
elevation as a Cardinal. The difficulty was especially the 
opposition to him mounted by certain Catholics, some of 
whom were fellow converts from Anglicanism, some from 
the “Old Catholic” body. They — his opponents — 
thought that he, one of the greatest religious minds of the 
century, was a bad (i.e., liberal) influence. It involved a 
deep cleavage of minds, but the point here is that for a time 
Newman’s reputation was seriously affected within the 
Catholic Church by those who opposed him — and this 
reached the highest levels. Monsignor George Talbot, the 
English secretary to Pope Pius IX gave to Pius IX (later 
beatified) a quite unfavourable impression of Newman. 
When Pope Leo XIII (who had long admired Newman 
privately) began his pontificate and was contemplating 
raising Newman to the Cardinalate for his services to the 
Church, he was warned against Newman’s liberalism. All 
of this caused Newman immense and protracted frustration 
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and pain, especially during the period from 1850 to 1875 
(when he published his Letter to the Duke of Norfolk). He 
had to struggle greatly with what he perceived as 
tremendous injustice. It required of him Christian 
forgiveness. I believe it was the making of him as a saint, 
and in 2010 he was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI. The 
thing to remember, though, is that he was strongly opposed 
by very good men who perceived it as a matter of duty to 
oppose him. In fact, Newman was one of the century’s 
great opponents of liberalism in religion. In a letter of 
February 4, 1884 to a close acquaintance, Cardinal 
Newman wrote, “The chief thwarters I had in Rome were 
Ward and Vaughan — and Manning did his part. I tell you 
this in confidence. I never intended this to be known, and 
least of all now, when my Cardinalate, so wonderfully 
conferred on me washes me quite clean. I have carefully 
kept all the documents, meaning never to use them or 
letting them be used except in a case of necessity” (. Letters 
and Diaries of John Henry Newman, XXX, p.303). 
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Let us pause at Newman’s mention of Ward, 
Vaughan, and Manning, those who did him harm. William 
George Ward (1812-1882) was one of the great Catholic 
laymen of his day, a resolute and intrepid defender of 
Catholic truth and a formidable philosophical opponent of 
the likes of John Stuart Mill. A leader in discussions 
within The Metaphysical Society, he was a winning 
fratemiser of his religious and intellectual opponents. He 
did great good in serving religion in his day. Vaughan was 
a member of an outstanding Old Catholic English family, 
and he and others of his family spent illustrious lives in 
service of the Church. He himself succeeded Cardinal 
Manning as Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster. Cardinal 
Manning, a convert from Anglicanism like Newman and 
Ward (though later than these two), was one of the very 
effective Catholic Archbishops in English history. These 
were very good men, and they opposed Newman because 
they believed it their duty — and in the process they 
caused him great pain. There was a gulf in mind and 
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understanding. Towards the end of his life Ward told his 
son (Wilfred, the historian) that he had come to see that he 
should “make more allowance than I ever did for the 
inevitable differences between one mind and another” 
(William George Ward and the Catholic Revival, p.415). 
All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 5:20- 
26), in which our Lord speaks of the duty to be kind to our 
brother, and above all to forgive and to be reconciled to 
him. “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First 
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer 
your gift.” Christ is giving a general direction, and it is to 
be applied in countless different ways and circumstances. 
We just must find a way, with the aid of God’s grace, of 
being forgiving in the face of injury, and of reconciling 
with our brother — especially in the realm of our minds 
and hearts. In our heart we must not harbour anger and the 
refusal to forgive. It is there that the struggle must be 
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waged for reconciliation, and it may help us if we recollect 
that very often, perhaps generally for all we know, our 
“maligner” is very sincere, meaning to do good, and is 
himself perhaps a very good person. It has happened that 
even saints have opposed and injured one another. 

There must inevitably be misunderstandings and 
disagreements in a society made up of free human beings. 
It is inevitable that good people will be hurt, and often by 
other good people. What each person can take in hand is 
the challenge of forgiveness and of reconciliation. In the 
midst of injury and misunderstanding, do I truly desire to 
forgive? Do I desire to be reconciled with my hurtful 
brother? Do I desire to follow Christ’s command in this 
respect? Do I desire to take my place truly by the side of 
Jesus Christ? Christ forgave his enemies — praying that 
they did not know what they were doing. This is the 
greatest form of magnanimity, greater than the giving of 
goods to the poor, because the more difficult. Let us aim to 
reach the end of our lives — and we do not know how 
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short they will be — with a heart that goes to God having 
forgiven everyone. 


Second reflection: (Ezechiel 18:21-28) 

But if a wicked man turns away from all the sins he 
has committed and keeps all my decrees and does what is 
just and right, he will surely live; he will not die. None of 
the offences he has committed will be remembered against 
him. Because of the righteous things he has done, he will 
live. Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? 
declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased 
when they turn from their ways and live? But if a righteous 
man turns from his righteousness and commits sin and 
does the same detestable things the wicked man does, will 
he live? None of the righteous things he has done will be 
remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness he is guilty of 
and because of the sins he has committed, he will die. Yet 
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you say, The way of the Lord is not just. Hear, O house of 
Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are 
unjust? If a righteous man turns from his righteousness 
and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he 
has committed he will die. But if a wicked man turns away 
from the wickedness he has committed and does what is 
just and right, he will save his life. Because he considers 
all the offences he has committed and turns away from 
them, he will surely live; he will not die. (Ezechiel 18:21- 
28 ) 


Repentance Ultimately there are two stark 
alternatives that face every living thing, especially man. 
The alternatives are life or death. Even if there is no direct 
and immediate threat to life, still, what is at stake for us is 
life — a fulfilled life, or a life that has wasted its promise. 
For the human being to exist means life, and so the 
alternative before him is life involving great promise, or 
death. Now, God has revealed to us the key which unlocks 
the door to each of these opposites, and our first reading 
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from the Prophet Ezechiel sets before us this key (Ezechiel 
18: 21-28). On the one hand, “if a wicked man turns away 
from all the sins he has committed....he will not die.” On 
the other, “If a righteous man turns from his righteousness 
and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he 
has committed he will die.” So life or death in its ultimate 
sense depends on whether or not we renounce sin and obey 
God. It is as simple and as difficult as that. St Paul writes 
that the wages of sin are death. During this season of Lent 
the Church puts before us in all its clarity what God has 
revealed about the importance of repentance from sin. Our 
Lord has told us that he came to bring us life, life in 
abundance. The key to this will be to repent. For this 
reason we read in the Gospel that our Lord began his 
public ministry by calling on all to repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven was at hand. 

If we are to renounce the sins we are guilty of, 
especially those which are constantly recurring and 
impeding real progress in holiness, we have to become 
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aware of them. Let us begin by renewing our sense of 
vocation, our calling to belong to Jesus entirely. The 
Father has called us to live in Christ, to live in his company 
and in his friendship and to make his work our own. Let us 
then identify the sins that are impeding this identification 
with Jesus and transformation into his likeness. Lent is the 
time to do this in earnest. Our Gospel passage (Matthew 
5:20-26) gives us our Lord’s words on a particularly 
important spiritual matter: reconciliation with those from 
whom in any sense we have become estranged. This is a 
particularly difficult spiritual challenge, but as our Lord 
makes clear, real spiritual progress is out of the question 
unless we face up to it. We need to pray earnestly and 
persistently for the grace and the moral courage to 
renounce grudges and refusals to forgive. 

Let us take to heart during Lent the fundamental 
necessity to repent, to renounce sin. If we do, the path to 
life is before us. The refusal to repent takes us down the 
path to death. 
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Saturday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 19 (18):8 The law of the Lord is 
perfect; it revives the soul. The decrees of the Lord are 
steadfast; they give wisdom to the simple. 

Collect Turn our hearts to you, eternal Lather, and grant 
that, seeking always the one thing necessary and carrying 
out works of charity, we may be dedicated to your worship. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1- 

2, 4-5, 7-8; Matthew 5:43-48 

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour 
and hate your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
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the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you 
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
(Matthew 5:43-48) 

Love In terms of what Christ expects of his 
disciples, this passage from the Sermon on the Mount 
(which brings together Christ’s general teaching) is clearly 
one of the most significant of the texts in the Gospels. 
Some have thought that Christ’s teaching that we are to 
love our enemies is the distinguishing difference between 
Christianity and all earlier religions. Whether that is the 
case is a matter of historical fact and research — I suspect 
that elements of this exalted teaching could be found in the 
best of religious thinkers and teachers, independently of 
Jesus Christ. I say this because the religious sense and 
mind of natural man, given to him by the Creator, can 
attain surprising insights. John Nolland has written that 
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there were some precedents ( The Gospel of Matthew: a 
commentary on the Greek text. Eerdmans Publishing, 2005 
p. 267). The Babylonian text, the Counsels of Wisdom, 
contains, he thinks, something of a similar call, as does the 
Egyptian Instruction of Amenemope. The Greek stoics 
expressed, to a point, dicta of universal love. Features of 
the idea of loving ones enemies appeared in writers such as 
Cicero, Seneca, and the Cynics. I suspect that Buddhism 
and Taoism also share something of this. Let that 
discussion continue as it may. Let us not be too anxious to 
show that in this Jesus Christ was utterly novel, for he 
himself said that he had come to fulfil the Law and 
certainly not to abolish it. What is plain, however, is that 
in the teaching of Jesus Christ the command to love your 
enemies and to pray for those who persecute you is 
immediately and constantly at the forefront. So evident is 
this, that history identifies it as the teaching of Jesus Christ. 
From him it has passed into the stream of thought on 
human perfection, and the Church’s spiritual teaching 
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constantly upholds it as a necessary feature of true 
Christian holiness, and indeed, of human goodness. 
Despite the likes of Nietzsche who rejected the command 
(arguing that love of one's enemies is weakness and 
dishonesty), it is broadly accepted as being the height of 
human morality — however it might be lived and applied 
in particular circumstances. Christ’s command, expressing 
quintessential^ the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount, 
commends itself to the moral sense of man. 

Now, we notice that this sacred saying in the Sermon 
on the Mount reaches a most significant climax which 
summarises the whole: “Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” Christ is speaking of human 
perfection, and we are to strive to attain it. Man, of course, 
naturally seeks his perfection as does every living thing. 
But there are exceedingly formidable obstacles in his path 
— obstacles in understanding, obstacles in the willing of it, 
obstacles without number in the way. Christ clarifies for 
man in what it is that his true perfection consists. It 
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consists pre-eminently in love, love even for those who do 
one harm, love for one’s very enemies. A man will 
flourish according as love flourishes in him. Further, 
Christ reveals that it is especially this which distinguishes 
the heart and the life of God. The more perfect we grow in 
love whatever be the injury, the more we became like unto 
God. We must aim to be perfect as our heavenly Father is 
perfect. Christ does not state this as an ideal of fantasy. It 
is to be a daily ambition, and it must be sought. It is a 
categorical imperative — to use the phrase (though not the 
philosophy) of Kant. But what Christ guarantees, and 
which is absolutely distinctive to him, is the gift of his 
grace which will fortify and transform the moral striving of 
man and make him more and more like unto Jesus Christ 
himself. Christ offers to change our hearts from within so 
that we are indeed loving more and more as he loves — 
and as, therefore God our Father loves. What he asks of us 
to obtain this blessing is faith in his Person, the faith that 
leads to deeds of obedience to his commands. Go to the 
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whole world, he said, and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them and teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you (Matthew 28:19-20). Thus it is that the 
path to moral perfection has been opened to man. Man not 
only has learnt from Christ what it is that his perfection 
consists in — namely, love after the manner of God — but 
he has received the wherewithal for its attainment. The 
wherewithal is divine grace. Christ came to baptize in the 
Holy Spirit, to take away the sin of the world (John 1:29), 
and to bestow on us the power to be bom of God as his 
adopted children (John 1:12-13). 

This is the Good News, to know what it is to which 
we have been called, and to have the grace at hand to attain 
it. As St Paul writes, thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ! (Romans 7:25). Let us set out to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ in daily life, ever contemplating his Person 
and example, ever learning from him what it means to love 
our brothers and our enemies as he loved us. While 
contemplating him, let us make it our business to live ever 



634 


in the state of grace through a life of assiduous prayer, 
docility to Christ’s teaching as it comes to us in the 
teaching of the Church, and fervent receivers of the 
Sacraments. It is grace that will get us there. 


Second reflection: (Deuteronomy 26:16-19) 

The LORD your God commands you this day to follow 
these decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all 
your heart and with all your soul. You have declared this 
day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in 
his ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and 
laws, and that you will obey him. And the LORD has 
declared this day that you are his people, his treasured 
possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his 
commands. He has declared that he will set you in praise, 
fame and honour high above all the nations he has made 
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and that you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, 
as he promised. (Deuteronomy 26:16-19) 

Thoroughly and for God To many people it is 
fairly obvious that the fulfilment of one’s duty is a key to 
the living of a truly human life. It is not material and 
financial success, nor the attainment of social status, nor a 
pleasure-filled life that makes a person a real human being. 
It is being one who is committed to the doing of one’s 
duty, of fulfilling one’s responsibilities. Even if one has 
little money, or is relatively unnoticed in a social sense, if 
one fulfils one’s duty in life, one will have lived 
successfully in a true and ultimate sense. Furthermore, the 
fulfilment of one’s duty involves knowing one’s duty, so 
“doing one’s duty” is more than simply “following one’s 
conscience” because one’s conscience can be entirely 
mistaken and could accordingly lead one to do harm. Few 
would respect a person who “followed his conscience” in 
doing needless and unjustified harm to others. Rather, it is 
a matter of knowing what really is one’s objective duty and 
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responsibilities, and having the sense of responsibility and 
perseverance to fulfil it. We are reminded of all this in 
today’s first reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
(26:16-19), which makes it clear that one must obey God’s 
commands. But there is a detail which we could miss, and 
which provides a key to the attainment not only of a truly 
human life by the fulfilment of one’s duty, but to the 
attainment of sanctity. The key is to do one’s God-given 
duty with all one’s heart and soul. Our first reading tells 
us that we must “carefully observe them (God’s 
commands) with all your heart and with all your soul.” A 
similar point occurs in today’s psalm: “You have 
commanded that your precepts be diligently kept” (Psalm 
119:1-2, 4-5). This means that in all the little duties of 
everyday life, in all our daily work that goes to the 
fulfilling of our God-given responsibilities, we ought aim 
to do things thoroughly and for God: “with all your heart 
and with all your soul.” The saints have taught that we 
should try to sanctify our daily work and our daily duties 
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by fulfilling them as perfectly as possible out of love for 
God. Pope Benedict XV in the second decade of the 
nineteenth century taught that sanctity involved as perfect a 
fulfilment of one’s duties of state for the love of God as 
possible. 

Let us resolve to do all our daily work thoroughly, and 
for God. Let us also apply this to today’s Gospel (Matthew 
5: 43-48), in which our Lord teaches us that we are to love 
our enemies. Let us put our mind to how we can do this 
“with all our heart and with all our soul” and not 
half-heartedly. For this we need divine aid and the 
constant example of Christ before us. 
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Second Week of Lent 

Second Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 8-9 Of you my heart 
has spoken, Seek his face. It is your face, O Lord, that I 
seek; hide not your face from me. 

Or: Cf. Ps 25 (24): 6, 2, 22 Remember your compassion, 
O Lord, and your merciful love, for they are from of old. 
Let not our enemies exult over us. Redeem us, O God of 
Israel, from all our distress. 

Collect O God, who have commanded us to listen to your 
beloved Son, be pleased, we pray, to nourish us inwardly 
by your word, that, with spiritual sight made pure, we may 
rejoice to behold your glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Genesis 22:1-2.9.10-13.15-18; Psalm 
116: 10, 15-19; Romans 8:31-34; Mark 9:2-10. 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with 
him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all 
alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes 
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 
could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah 
and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up 
three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah. ” (He did not know what to say, they were so 
frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, 
and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I 
love. Listen to him!” Suddenly, when they looked around, 
they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. As they 
were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders 
not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. They kept the matter to 
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themselves, discussing what “risingfrom the dead’’ meant. 
(Mark 9: 2-10) 

Listen to Him! Sacred Scripture is a canonized 
collection. It consists of a formal collection of scrolls 
recording material of a variety of genres, written at various 
times by a range of types of writers, in very different 
circumstances over many centuries. It came forth from the 
midst of a small out-of-the-way people who knew that they 
were chosen by the one true God to be his own. They had 
a mission, and their Sacred Writings were central to their 
self-consciousness and growing understanding of their 
mission. The scrolls that made up their great Book have 
this one thing in common: their authors were inspired by 
God to convey what those scrolls say. Just what they say, 
in the sense of their intended and inspired meaning, can at 
times be difficult to determine. The Church has, within 
certain broad and solemnly defined parameters on which 
she has pronounced, largely left the determination of this to 
great ones among her children. The Church knows and 
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teaches, though, that there is a definite Key to this 
understanding. Without the Key, it is ultimately 
impossible. As a matter of fact, the meaning of those 
Sacred Writings has been interpreted in radically different 
ways by different individuals and peoples. The Jewish 
people, whose religion is that of the inspired Writings prior 
to Jesus Christ, is nourished by the Old Testament alone. 
They do not consider that the Messiah has yet come. In 
particular, they reject that he is Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus is 
not, for them, even a true prophet. So, elder brothers as 
they are of Christians, they do not, as the Christian judges 
the matter, possess the one true Key to the Scriptures. 
Muslims claim to believe in the Torah (torat) and the 
writings of David, the Psalms (zabur) and the Gospel 
C Injil ). However when it comes to the Bible as it is in our 
hands today they consider it corrupted, not being accurate 
as it was written. Because of this, as they view it, God 
gave the restored truth to Mohammed which is written 
down in the Qur'an. They claim the Qur’an is the full and 
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final revelation of God, and that Mohammed is the seal of 
all the prophets. Islam, then, is even more mistaken - 
about revealed religion and the Scriptures. It too lacks the 
Key. These are dramatic instances of divergent 
interpretations of the Holy Scriptures. The point here is 
that in order to perceive the true meaning of the divine 
Scriptures we need the divine Key to unlock that meaning. 
What is the Key to what God has revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures, both Old Testament and New? There is a Key 
to it all. The Key to the entire religion revealed by God is 
suggested in the event of the Transfiguration described in 
today’s Gospel. The other passages which the Church 
provides for this day support and light up this Gospel 
event. So, let us place ourselves in the midst of our Gospel 
scene (Mark 9:2-10). 

There in our scene are Peter, James and John, whom 
in later years St Paul would call the pillars of the infant 
Church. They gaze on our Lord, transfigured in a glorious 
and radiant beauty. Moses and Elijah appear speaking with 
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him, the two who represent the Law and the Prophets — 
broadly, the Old Testament. The voice of the Father is 
heard. Peter, James and John, the pillars of the coming 
Church, including Peter its future visible rock, represent 
the New Testament and the Church which Christ would 
found. Of this Church, we are members. Speaking to our 
Lord are Moses and Elijah, representing the “Church” (let 
us say) of the Old Testament. So, the entirety of revealed 
religion is represented in our scene. But now, the absolute 
Centre of it all is the Person of Jesus. He is the promised 
Messiah, the redeemer of man, the centre and the Key to 
the entire revelation of God, be it of the Old Testament or 
the New. The Father makes his voice heard to confirm 
this. He says to all present: “This is my Son whom I love. 
Listen to him.” The Person of Christ is the Key to the 
entire Bible, the Key to revealed religion prior to his 
coming. He is also the Key and the heart of the religion 
and the Church which he distinctly and specifically 
founded, and which was the fulfilment of what had been 
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revealed before. In fact, the Person of Jesus is the Key to 
the meaning of all of human history and of the history of 
the religions of man. Everything ought be considered in 
the light of the Person of Jesus Christ. On the high 
Mountain, our Lord in glory is manifested as the centre and 
focus of the scene, and as the centre and focus of 
everything. So then, we ought read the Old Testament with 
confidence, knowing that we have the Key to it. When we 
read some passage of the Old Testament let us have before 
us the figure of Jesus, asking what light he throws on that 
passage, and what light that passage throws on him. To 
take but one example, in the first reading of today, from the 
book of Genesis (22:1-2.9.10-13.15-18), Abraham is asked 
by God to sacrifice his son Isaac. The divine directive 
points to the coming sacrifice of the Son of God, as a result 
of which blessings more than the stars of heaven and the 
grains of sand on the seashore have flowed to humanity. 
The ultimate Key to all is Jesus Christ. 
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Both the Old Testament and the New should be read 
in the light of Christ. Christ is the reference point of 
everything. The important thing, that which brings eternal 
life to us, is the knowledge and the love of Jesus. He is the 
word and the Oracle of God, and he is God. He brings 
grace and truth to man (John 1:17). Let us, then, abide in 
his word and in his grace. As St Paul writes, for me, to live 
is Christ. 

Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 
101-108 (Christ, the unique word, the inspiration and truth 
of Scripture); 131-133 (Scripture in the life of the church). 
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Monday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 26 (25): 11-12 Redeem me, O 
Lord, and have mercy on me. My foot stands on level 
ground; I will bless the Lord in the assembly. 

Collect O God, who have taught us to chasten our bodies 
for the healing of our souls, enable us, we pray, to abstain 
from all sins, and strengthen our hearts to carry out your 
loving commands. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 9:4-10; Psalm 78; Luke 6:36-38 

Jesus said to his disciples, Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be 
judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 
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For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
(Luke 6:36-38) 

Merciful God According to the Biblical account, 
there are several foundational theophanies in the religion of 
the Covenants. There was, of course, God’s 
communication to Abram after he migrated with his father 
Terah from Ur to Haran. God shows himself as a source of 
blessings. Abram is to leave Haran and go to the land he 
would be shown. There he would be blessed and become a 
great nation, and through him “all the families of the earth 
shall bless themselves” (Genesis 11:31-12:4). God is a 
God of blessings, and Abraham would learn to trust in God 
entirely. Abraham’s son Isaac also came to know God 
directly: “The Lord appeared to him the same night and 
said, “I am the God of Abraham your father; fear not, for I 
am with you and will bless you and multiply your 
descendants for my servant Abraham’s sake” (Genesis 
26:24). God is a God of blessings. He is kind and 
merciful. Again, God made himself known to Jacob, the 
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son of Isaac. In Jacob’s dream of the Ladder or Staircase 
reaching to heaven, God says to him “I am the Lord, the 
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land 
on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants ... 
and by you and your descendants shall all the families of 
the earth bless themselves. Behold I am with you and will 
keep you wherever you go ... for I will not leave you until I 
have done that of which I have spoken to you” (Genesis 
28:12-15). God reveals himself to be a God of blessings, 
of compassion and of mercy. Later in his prayer to God, 
Jacob acknowledges this: “O God of my father Abraham 
and God of my father Isaac, ... I am not worthy of the least 
of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness which thou 
has shown to thy servant... Deliver me, I pray..” (Genesis 
32:9-10). Jacob appeals to God’s loving mercy. This 
divine mercy is the foundation of the religion that has been 
revealed to him. Centuries later, with the children of Israel 
in virtual slavery in Egypt, God appears to Moses in the 
Burning Bush and says: “I have seen the affliction of my 
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people ... and I have come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians and to bring them ... to a land 
flowing with mild and honey..” (Exodus 3:7-12). God is a 
God of blessings to needy and suffering man, a God of 
mercy and compassion. 

The greatest and most defining event in the 
foundation of the chosen people, in which God passes from 
being the God of Abraham and the Patriarchs to the God of 
the chosen people of Israel, was the theophany of Sinai, 
and the covenant established thereon. But notice the 
revelation God makes of himself. We read that “And the 
Lord passed in front of him (i.e., Moses), proclaiming, 
“The Lord, the Lord, a compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for 
the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation” 
(Exodus 34:6-7). God is merciful, and holy. He is 
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stupendously kind, but does not allow sin. This is a 
wondrous and remarkable revelation and must be viewed 
as a great key to Judeo-Christian revelation. This is the 
context for the great event of the Incarnation. “God so 
loved the world that he gave” — gave — “his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16). As St Paul puts it, “God, who is 
rich in mercy, out of his great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4-5). The point is plain. 
God is a God of blessings for needy man. He is a God of 
love, mercy and compassion — but utterly holy 
nevertheless and will not abide sin. It was precisely 
because of his all-holy love that he sent his Son as the 
Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world (John 1:29). 
But what difference ought this make to the way we live, 
and in particular, to the way we deal with our fellow-man? 
It ought be as obvious as the day, but all too often it is not 
obvious to our darkened and sinful minds. We must — it 
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is an imperative for our relationship with the God who has 
revealed himself to us — strive to be like him in his mercy 
and compassion. Our minds and hearts must be made like 
unto the mind and heart of God, and this is possible 
through the example and the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. As St Paul writes, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus ...” (Philippians 2:5-6). Christ is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life of God. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today, in which our 
Lord commands that we strive to be like God our loving 
and merciful Father. “Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do 
not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, 
and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. 
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Luke 
6:36-38). The goal of life — and it is the work of a 
lifetime — is to attain a heart like unto that of God. Let us 
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learn from Christ and abide in his grace. By his example 
and with the aid of his grace, we can do it — by the power 
of the all-merciful and compassionate God. 


Second reflection: (Luke 6:36-38) 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not 
judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and 
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, 
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you. ” (Luke 6:36-38) 

The Child One of the very intriguing and 

attractive characteristics of childhood is its imitative 
character. That is to say, the child naturally imitates his 
parents in so many ways, and others immediately around 
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him. Take the child’s accent, for example. If the parents 
have a notably cultured Australian accent, often the child in 
his earliest years will pick up that very cultured accent, 
while perhaps losing it when he begins to mix with others 
at school or in other environments. On the other hand, if 
the parents speak English with an accent characteristic of 
say, the Filipino, it is possible that this accent could persist 
in the child for many years even though the child may go to 
a local Australian school. And so it is in so many other 
aspects of a child’s early development. This obvious 
imitative characteristic, incidentally, ought remind the 
parents that it is very important that the child see in his 
parents and those around him in the family an example of a 
profoundly religious life. This will give the child an 
excellent foundation, and to which he will be able to return 
were he subsequently to wander from that religious 
upbringing. Now our true parent, of course, is God our 
heavenly Father. He it is we should be imitating in 
everything. Our Ford places the Father before us for our 
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imitation, just as he himself imitates the Father: “He who 
sees me sees the Father.” In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord places before us the Father as our inspiration and 
model for all our dealings with our neighbour. “Jesus said 
to his disciples: ‘Be compassionate as your Father is 
compassionate. Do not judge, and you will not be judged 
yourselves’” (Luke 6:36-38). 

So then, our faith in God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit ought have a direct effect on how we treat others. 
Our model is to be our heavenly Father. For this reason we 
ought steep our daily lives in the contemplation of the three 
divine Persons, living in their presence, coming to know 
them, and modelling our entire behaviour on them. The 
closer we draw to the Father (in the Son and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit) the more will our behaviour tend to be 
like that of the Father — just as, we noticed above, a child 
tends to imitate his parents. One of the dangers of any 
religious life is to allow a separation between religion and 
life. Our religion ought be intimately part and parcel of 
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every aspect of our lives, especially our attitude to and 
treatment of our neighbour. Let us make this very much 
part of our living of Lent. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 26 (25): 11-12 Redeem me, O 
Lord, and have mercy on me. My foot stands on level 
ground; I will bless the Lord in the assembly. 

Collect O God, who have taught us to chasten our bodies 
for the healing of our souls, enable us, we pray, to abstain 
from all sins, and strengthen our hearts to carry out your 
loving commands. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 1:10.16-20; Psalm 49; 

Matthew 23:1-12 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. So 
you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But 
do not do what they do, for they do not practise what they 
preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's 
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shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a 
finger to move them. Everything they do is done for men to 
see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 
their garments long; they love the place of honour at 
banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 
they love to be greeted in the market-places and to have 
men call them 'Rabbi’. But you are not to be called 
‘Rabbi ’, for you have only one teacher and you are all 
brothers. And do not call anyone on earth your father ’, 
for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you 
to be called ‘master’, for you have one Master, the Christ. 
The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted. (Matt 23:1 -12) 

Humble Service The great point which has been 
tenaciously held by the adherents of revealed religion is 
that God spoke to Abraham, the Patriarchs, the Prophets, 
and — as Christians insist — finally through and in his 
Son, Jesus Christ. Through them God has taught us how 
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he is to be worshipped and loved, how we are to live, and 
how we can attain to salvation. It is a religion revealed 
from above through certain persons recognized as having 
been led by the Holy Spirit, and finally through Jesus 
Christ the Son of God and Giver of this same Holy Spirit. 
Some of this divinely-inspired testimony and teaching was 
committed to writing by various persons. They wrote 
according to various genres and in different times and 
circumstances. The teaching they expressed in their 
writings comes from God and so is without error — and we 
who possess this divinely-authored writing must discern 
what it is that is truly taught therein. For instance, the first 
few chapters of Genesis depicting the creation of the 
universe and of man in particular were put together from a 
variety of sources numerous millennia after the event. It 
cannot be regarded as a scientific or a kind of eye-witness 
account of its subject. Occasionally the Church has 
pronounced on the meaning of this or that section of Holy 
Scripture, and the Church certainly has pronounced on the 
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principal issues in the correct reading of the Scriptures. 
But generally she leaves this to the prayerful reading and 
study of her children, instructing them to read the great 
Book with the mind of the Church, in a spirit of docile 
prayer, and praying for the light of the Holy Spirit who is 
its Author. The Book cannot be read as a free-standing 
work by just any sincere and well-meaning student or 
teacher using his or her own criteria of interpretation. In 
fact, it has been the reading of it in this independent way 
that has spawned religions without number. It must be 
read as the Church’s Book and as the Church reads it, 
which is to say with the mind of Jesus Christ, the invisible 
head of the Church which is his body. With this attitude 
properly in place, there are few treasures of greater import 
than Holy Writ, for as St Jerome writes, ignorance of the 
Scriptures is ignorance of Christ. So let us turn to today’s 
Gospel. 

There are many who conclude from our passage today 
that Christ forbids addressing a person as “teacher,” or 
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“rabbi,” or “father,” or “leader (master)” — in effect the 
use of all titles whatsoever. But Christ himself gave to 
Simon a title: it was “Peter” — “Rock,” and the early 
Church addressed Simon thus. Christ himself accepted the 
titles accorded to him by those who addressed him (Rabbi, 
Teacher, Lord, Messiah), and used some of himself: the 
Son of Man and Christ. The Church has never understood 
our passage as prohibiting the use of titles in addressing 
persons. What it does prohibit is the spirit of the scribes 
and Pharisees, manifested here in the way they sought and 
used their titles. Christ was warning against a course of 
vanity, pride and cruel disregard of others. “They tie up 
heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they 
themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 
Everything they do is done for men to see.” We are 
presented in our passage with a great contrast — that 
between the spirit of Christ and the spirit of “the teachers 
of the law and the Pharisees.” What is the spirit of Jesus 
Christ? He was in the form of God, but he did not cling to 
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this. He humbled himself and became as men are, and 
humbler still even to death on a cross (Philippians 2:6-8). 
Wherefore, he was exalted by God and given a name above 
all other names (2:9-10). This is the mind of Jesus Christ, 
and we are to let this mind be in us (2:5). He came not to 
be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 
the many. In our passage today, our Lord enjoins humility 
and service. “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew 
23:1-12). It is the easiest thing in the world to become 
proud. We tend towards this by fallen inclination, and it 
will leave us ruined if it is given its sway. We must 
struggle to become humble of heart after the heart of Jesus 
Christ: “Come to me,” he says, “for I am meek and humble 
of heart” (Matthew 11:29). How can we gain this 
fundamental and all-important virtue? There are many 
ways to grow in the virtue of Christ-like humility. We can 
start with being ever grateful, even for reversals. Here, 
though, our Lord insists on service, especially of those in 
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need. If we serve others as Christ served, humility will 
grow in our hearts. 

“The greatest among you will be your servant.” 
Christ demands of us that we serve our brother, especially 
the least. St Vincent de Paul used to serve the poor as if 
they were his masters, for he saw in them the face of Jesus 
Christ. Christ will say to us at the General Judgment, 
“Truly I tell you, inasmuch as you did not do it to the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did not do it to me” 
(Matthew 25:45). If we serve our brothers, especially our 
brothers who are in need, serving not condescendingly but 
as ones serving Christ who is Teacher and Lord, then the 
virtue of humility will grow in our hearts. Let us then lay 
down as our daily foundation, humble service. 



663 


Second reflection: (Matthew 23:1-12) 

Humility Among the most popular forms of 
television viewing are nature documentaries, especially 
documentaries of wild life. One pattern across the animal 
kingdom is the quest for dominance. Various apes want to 
dominate, as do lions, tigers, camels and numerous others. 
The dog that cannot help wanting to be the ‘top dog’ is 
proverbial. But this feature is not confined just to animals. 
It is a feature of human history. All through history we see 
personalities imposing themselves on others and on their 
peoples for little reason other than to dominate. Such 
persons — generals, rulers, economic leaders — have 
sought power in order to exalt themselves. This desire has 
at various times reached the point of rulers wishing even to 
be regarded as gods. It is an absurdity, but it shows the 
ultimate tendency of pride. Even from a natural point of 
view, pride is harmful to the individual and to society. Our 
Lord in our gospel today speaks of those who were exalting 
themselves. They included the scribes and the Pharisees: 
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“Everything they do is done to attract attention, like 
wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like 
wanting to take the place of honour at banquets and the 
front seats in the synagogues, being greeted obsequiously 
in the marked squares and having people call them Rabbi.” 
This desire to be exalted is the tendency of fallen man, and 
it was the temptation placed before Eve at the dawn of 
history, when the Tempter said that if she ate of the fruit of 
the tree she would be like God. We must recognise this in 
ourselves and embrace its opposite. The opposite is 
embodied in the Person of Christ who, as St Paul tells us, 
did not cling to his equality with God but became as men 
are, and humbler still. In our Gospel today our Lord tells 
us that “the greatest among you will be your servant” 
(Matthew 23:1-12). Christ humbled himself and was 
exalted. So too with the one who strives to be like him: 
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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During Lent let us decide on concrete ways in which 
we will follow the path of humility, the path of choosing to 
lower ourselves, rather than exalting ourselves. If we do 
this with Christ, with him we shall be exalted. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord! My God, be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Keep your family, O Lord, schooled always in 
good works, and so comfort them with your protection here 
as to lead them graciously to gifts on high. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 18: 18-20; Psalm 30; 

Matthew 20:17-28 

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the 
twelve disciples aside and said to them, We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him 
to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be 
mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will 
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be raised to life! Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came 
to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favour 
of him. What is it you want? he asked. She said, Grant 
that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and 
the other at your left in your kingdom. You don't know 
what you are asking, Jesus said to them. Can you drink the 
cup I am going to drink? We can, they answered. Jesus 
said to them, You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit 
at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places 
belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my 
Father. When the ten heard about this, they were 
indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them 
together and said, You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be your slave —just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:17-28) 
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Suffering Servant If one were to view the matter 
as a mere observer, one of the most distinctive things about 
the career of Jesus Christ, as he himself plainly understood 
it, was the importance of his rejection, his sufferings and 
his very death. Apart from the mind-boggling nature of his 
mission — to take away the sin of the world — there was 
his altogether extraordinary means to attain it. He had a 
cup to drink, a baptism to endure, and he knew that his 
awful end was the one and only way to attain his unique 
and lofty goal. There is another thing about all this, and it 
is that this was long predicted. Among the various 
prophecies of Holy Scripture before him, it was the 
prophecies of the Suffering Servant of Yahweh which 
Christ’s life especially highlighted. These prophecies 
appear in a section of the Book of Isaiah, which for the past 
century or so has been seen as a compilation from three 
different periods. The first thirty-nine chapters are now 
attributed to the Isaiah of eighth-century BC, with perhaps 
some expansions during the century following him. The 
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second section, chapters 40 to 55, is regarded as the work 
of an author near the end of the Babylonian captivity. The 
rest may have been composed after the return from exile. 
Let such academic investigations continue. Our point here 
is that the Suffering Servant oracles were uttered more than 
half a millennium before Christ — at about 540 BC, during 
the campaigns of Cyrus. Just consider the text of Isaiah 
52-53, of which I give a few lines: “Behold, my servant 
shall prosper (52:13) ... He was despised and rejected by 
men (53:3) .... He was wounded for our transgressions ... 
upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, and 
with his stripes we are healed (53:5) ... and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all .... like a lamb that is led 
to slaughter ... stricken for the transgression of my people 
...he makes himself an offering for sin” (53:6-10). Many 
have interpreted these lines as applying to the sufferings of 
the nation — but even some ancient rabbis said it referred 
to the Messiah’s sufferings. The oracle is a most 
remarkable one, and for the observer what is also 
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remarkable is Christ’s application of it to himself. 
Whatever of the interpretations to which this text has given 
rise, the matter is clinched for the Christian by the fact that 
Jesus Christ taught that he is its fulfilment. 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 20:17-28), our Lord 
makes clear to his disciples the purpose of their going up to 
Jerusalem. “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of 
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers 
of the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn 
him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and 
crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” They 
could not understand it, and doubtless they had not 
understood the prophecies of Isaiah about the Suffering 
Servant of Yahweh. As a matter of fact, in an early 
mention of this text in the New Testament, its difficulty is 
also stated. We read in the Acts of the Apostles about 
Philip being directed by the Angel of the Lord to go down 
the road to Gaza. There he goes to the chariot of the 
Ethiopian who was reading from the prophet Isaiah. The 
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man could not understand to whom the oracle referred: “As 
a sheep led to the slaughter ... for his life is taken up from 
the earth” (Acts 8:32). The Ethiopian asks Philip, “About 
whom does the prophet say this — about himself, or about 
someone else?” (8:34). He was reading the ancient 
prophecy, the Christian interpretation of which was 
abundantly clear. “Then Philip spoke, and beginning with 
this scripture he told him the good news of Jesus.” The 
Ethiopian was convinced, embraced the faith, and was 
baptized. It is obvious that the infant Church was well 
aware of this prophecy, and was well aware of Christ’s 
teaching on it. At the end of the Gospel of St Luke — and 
it was Luke who wrote the account of Philip and the 
Ethiopian in the Acts — we read that the risen Jesus joined 
two of his disciples as they were walking dejectedly from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus. It was the morning of his rising 
from the dead. We read (Luke 24:25-27) that he exclaimed 
to them, “O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that 
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the Christ should suffer these things, and enter into his 
glory? And beginning with Moses and the prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” Then again, that very evening, he 
said to the Eleven “that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses and the prophets and psalms must be 
fulfilled” (Luke 24:44-47). Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures. Christ spoke of his death, as did 
the Scriptures. 

“You do not know what you are asking, Jesus said to 
them. Can you drink the cup I am going to drink? We can, 
they answered.” If we are to advance in Christian 
discipleship, we must grow in a Christ-like understanding 
of suffering and death. The mystery to be embraced is the 
redemptive value of suffering, which is to say suffering 
when borne in obedience to the divine will, in union with 
Jesus Christ. Let us pray for the grace to look on 
everything with the mind of Christ — foolishness to the 
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world, but it is the wisdom of God. The saints show us the 
way — let us learn from their example. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 20:17-28) 

Suffering I remember reading one leading British 
anthropologist (Evans-Pritchard) whose speciality was 
primal religions. In one of his articles reviewing theories 
about primal religions he proposed that a key to the 
understanding, assessment and comparison of such 
religions is the way they deal with and theorize about evil 
and suffering. Evans-Pritchard’s point reminds us that 
suffering is a pivotal issue in the history of man. In the 
course of history and in his religious life man has grappled 
with its explanation, its presence and with the means of 
overcoming and avoiding it. Suffering seems to be such a 
negative phenomenon, especially inasmuch as its ultimate 
term appears to be death and destruction. On the face of it, 
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it seems that suffering simply must somehow be eliminated 
— and to the extent that it is, to that extent is life 
successful. But no. It has been revealed by God that while 
suffering and death entered the world because of man’s sin, 
its meaning has been transformed from being the path to 
death to being the pre-eminent path to life - if borne in a 
spirit of obedience. Christ has shown us the way to life, 
life in abundance, life eternal, and that way is the way of 
suffering accepted in a spirit of obedience to God. We 
ought pray for the grace to look on suffering and death as 
Christ looked on it. In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
20:17-28) we find our Lord taking the Twelve aside and 
with great deliberation teaching them what would be his 
end. He was making his way to Jerusalem to accomplish 
this divinely appointed goal, to suffer and to die, and then 
to rise again. His two disciples (future pillars of the infant 
Church) and their mother came to him to ask for places in 
his glory, and our Lord made it clear that the only path to a 
share in his glory would be to share in his suffering. 
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Our Lord promised his two disciples that they would 
indeed drink his cup of suffering — a beautiful promise! 
Let us pray for the grace to be maturely eager to share in 
the Cross of Christ so as to co-redeem the world with him. 
Our Lord tells us it is the only way. To understand this we 
need light from the Holy Spirit and then his grace to live 
according to it. This is the sure way to sanctity. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138):23-24 Test me, O 
God, and know my thoughts. See that my path is not 
wicked, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Collect O God, who delight in innocence and restore it, 
direct the hearts of your servants to yourself, that, caught 
up in the fire of your Spirit, we may be found steadfast in 
faith and effective in works. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 

Luke 16:19-31 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and 
fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was 
laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and 
longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the 
dogs came and licked his sores. The time came when the 
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beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. 
The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he 
was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, 
with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father 
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in 
agony in this fire. ’ But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember 
that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here 
and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and 
you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want 
to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over 
from there to us. ’ He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, 
send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers. 
Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this 
place of torment. ’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses 
and the Prophets; let them listen to them. ’ ‘No, father 
Abraham, ’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to 
them, they will repent. ’ He said to him, ‘If they do not 
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listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead. ’ (Luke 
16:19-31) 

Paradise One of the intriguing features of our 
Lord’s famous parable in today’s Gospel is his image of 
the abode of the poor man Lazarus after death. The poor 
man died and the angels carried him to the bosom of 
Abraham ( eis ton kolpon Abraam ). In the Prologue of the 
Gospel of St John, we read that Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, “who is in the bosom of the Father” ( eis ton kolpon 
ton patros ), has made him known (John 1:18). When at the 
Last Supper our Lord announced that one of the Twelve 
would betray him, we are told (John 13:23) that the 
disciple whom Jesus loved was reclining in the bosom, lap 
or chest of Jesus ( en to kolpo tou Jesou). According to the 
Jewish conceptions of the day, Sheol was a general place 
where all the dead tarried. Images of Sheol were varied 
and vague, but a common one was of the just dwelling in 
an area distinct from the wicked — the just in Paradise, the 
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wicked in Gehenna. It is generally accepted that the image 
of being “in the bosom of Abraham” is drawn from the 
real-life Jewish custom of a guest at a feast leaning on his 
left elbow so as to leave his right at liberty. This meant 
that the head of the guest or friend was near the chest of the 
man who lay behind. The former was therefore said to “lie 
in the bosom” of the latter — as has just been mentioned of 
the beloved disciple at the Last Supper. John was in a 
special place with Jesus. So the image employed by our 
Lord in this parable would have been primarily of a 
banquet in Paradise at which Abraham was the head of the 
household of God’s chosen people. Lazarus lay in front of 
him, with his head near his chest, at a special place of 
friendship. Doubtless our Lord was here employing a 
popular image among many of the day, and confirming the 
truth of the Afterlife and of the reward of the just. We 
remember the Sadducees coming to our Lord with their 
puzzle about the woman who had seven husbands — how 
could they all be resurrected, meaning that she ended up 
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with seven husbands! Absurd! Our Lord referred them to 
the words of God at the Burning Bush, describing himself 
as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. So Abraham was 
living still, and somehow with God. In our parable today, 
Lazarus is taken by the angels to be by the side of 
Abraham, living still, in a place very close to him. 

This parable of Lazarus is one of the many texts in the 
Gospels in which our Lord refers to the Afterlife. There 
will be a place of bliss for the good, and misery for the 
wicked. It will be definitive, and there will be no passing 
from one side to the other. There will be wondrous 
prospects for those who have lived well — which is to say, 
for those who have lived as God has revealed and as Christ 
has taught. It will more than simply joining father 
Abraham at the feast over which he presides under God. 
For it is Christ who, by his redeeming death and 
resurrection, has opened the gates of Paradise to mankind. 
When Christ was transfigured on the high Mount, there 
appeared to him in his glory both Moses and Elijah. They 
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were conversing with him about his departure (ton exodon ) 
which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem (Luke 9:31). It 
was his “exodus” that they were discussing, his leading 
mankind out of the slavery of sin to the promised land of 
the Kingdom of God — the Kingdom being life in him. 
The Paradise that was coming was the ultimate union with 
Jesus Christ and the Father. When Christ lay hanging on 
the cross, he was jeered by the rulers. The soldiers also 
mocked him. One of the two criminals who were crucified 
with him also railed at him — but the other rebuked his 
fellow criminal. This man Jesus has done nothing wrong, 
he said. Then he turned to Jesus and made one of the most 
remarkable requests in the New Testament, when we think 
of the utterly forlorn circumstances of the event. JJe said - 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom 
(Luke 23:35-43). He, a criminal dying next to a man he 
perceived to have done “nothing wrong” — nothing — and 
dying a most terrible death, saw in Jesus the King of God’s 
Kingdom. It was his Kingdom, “your kingdom.” An 
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immense amount is contained in his request. Jesus 
supersedes Abraham. He was asking to be received at the 
bosom of Jesus. Christ then answers with his unforgettable 
promise: “today you will be with me in Paradise!” He will 
be with him, with Jesus, not just with Abraham and the 
prophets. Paradise is Christ’s Kingdom. Those who turn 
to Jesus in repentance and faith will be with him, at his 
side, in the feast of the Kingdom of Heaven. That is the 
Good News. 

Christ told his parable of the rich man and the poor 
man Lazarus to drive home the critical importance of 
justice and mercy to the poor. But he also alluded to the 
reward beyond this life in store for those who assist the 
poor, and also for those who endure their poverty and 
misery in a spirit pleasing to God, as did Lazarus. In the 
parable, Lazarus was taken by the angels to the bosom of 
Abraham. But of course, Christ by his death and 
resurrection opened the gates of Paradise to all those who 
strive to live as God wills. There will be found Abraham 
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also, and all of his true children. That Paradise will be 
beyond imagination in its bliss. What will it consist of? It 
will consist of being with Jesus who, as St John expresses 
it (1: 18), is in the bosom of the Father. 


Second reflection: (Luke 16:19-31) 

God In a feature article in the Sydney Morning 
Herald (March 13, 2006, p.9) a columnist discussed what 
he called “the world’s great cultural fault line.” He went 
on to quote Philip Jenkins who writes in his book The Next 
Christendom (2002) that “the critical political frontiers 
around the world are not decided by attitudes towards class 
or dialectical materialism, but by rival concepts of God.” 
Such a statement highlights the fundamental significance 
of concepts of God not only for the individual but for 
society and the world. The impact of various images and 
concepts of God are far- reaching indeed. Pope Benedict 




684 


XVI in his first Encyclical reaffirmed at depth and with 
lucidity the Christian concept of God, a concept that is, of 
course, revealed. It is that God is love. It has direct 
implications for our treatment of our neighbour and for all 
those in need. Our treatment of them ought reflect God’s 
attitude: love. In our Gospel passage today (Luke 16:19- 
31) our Lord gives us the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus the poor man. Let us notice that our Lord tells this 
to the Pharisees. Our Lord is directing this especially to 
the religious leaders of the people, to those who were 
setting a benchmark of religious life and zeal. Their 
concept and image of God was wrong — it was not of a 
God of love and compassion for those who were in need. 
Our Lord goes on to portray the seriousness of neglecting 
those in need, for the rich man’s great sin was one of 
omission, of neglect, rather than of actively harming the 
poor man. He allowed the poor man outside his gate to 
continue in his misery when he could easily have helped 
him. And how serious were the consequences! “The rich 
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man also died and was buried. In Hell, where he was in 
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 
Lazarus by his side.” The result of his neglect of Lazarus 
was that he was buried in Hell, from which there was to be 
no return and no relief. There was no excuse for him 
because he knew, and “Moses and the prophets” had made 
it clear, that God wanted love and mercy extended to those 
in need. 

Let us bear in mind and nourish constantly in our 
religious imagination just who God is. He is love. Let this 
be the concept and image of God that we bring to every 
aspect of our lives and to all society. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):2, 5 In you, O Lord, I 
put my trust, let me never be put to shame; release me from 
the snare they have hidden for me, for you indeed are my 
refuge. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, purifying us 
by the sacred practice of penance, you may lead us in 
sincerity of heart to attain the holy things to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 37:3-4.12-13.17-28; Psalm 104; 

Matthew 21:33-43.45-46 

Jesus said, Listen to another parable: There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around 
it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he 
rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a 
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journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent his 
servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. The tenants 
seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more 
than the first time, and the tenants treated them in the same 
way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will 
respect my son, ’ he said. But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let's 
kill him and take his inheritance.' So they took him and 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants? He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end, they replied, and he will rent the vineyard to other 
tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest 
time. Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the 
capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes’? Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a people who will 
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produce its fruit. When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard Jesus ’ parables, they knew he was talking about 
them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were 
afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a 
prophet. (Matthew 21:33-43.45-46) 

The Moral Sense Wrongdoing and sin are so 
much part of human life that man can easily take it for 
granted. Indeed, due to a deliberate course of sin a person 
can even cease to think that wrongdoing is wrong and that 
sin is sinful. For our part, we can be so familiar with sin in 
the world that we can read without wonderment the Gospel 
accounts of the hostility and hatred for Jesus Christ that 
possessed certain of the chief priests and Pharisees. It 
reached a point where they were determined to kill him. 
We are speaking of the desire to kill him who was the all- 
holy incarnate God. Of course, as our Lord’s final prayer 
to his heavenly Father states, they did not know what they 
were doing — in the sense that they did not realize who it 
was they were putting to death. But this very lack of 
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realization was due to a profound moral blindness for 
which they were culpable. They had knowingly resisted 
the light to the point of stifling their moral sense, which, if 
obeyed, would have led them to Jesus Christ in whom 
dwelt the fullness of holiness. This point is clear when we 
think of the very different response to our Lord by his first 
disciples. In the Gospel of St John we read that John the 
Baptist looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold 
the Lamb of God!” At this, we read, two of his disciples 
who heard him say this followed Jesus. They followed 
him, were invited by him to stay with him, and came away 
without any doubt that he was the Messiah (John 1:35-42). 
Once directed to Jesus by one they knew to be good, their 
moral instinct (aided by the grace of God, of course) led 
them to Jesus and to a full acceptance of him. The tragedy 
of various of the chief priests and the Pharisees (perhaps 
the Temple aristocracy and those led by them), as 
exemplified in our Gospel passage today as well as in the 
characters of our Lord’s parable that was directed at them, 
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was their rejection of the light of grace and the ruination of 
their moral sense. Well then, let us consider for a moment 
the moral sense — its purity and possibilities exemplified 
in the response of our Lord’s first disciples, and its 
culpable destruction exemplified in the response of the 
chief priests and Pharisees of our Gospel today (Matthew 
21:33-43.45-46). If we had to put our finger on the 
element in man around which pivots his flourishing or his 
ultimate destruction, it is this. 

The moral sense of man! How powerful a seed is this 
that has been given to him! How tragic is its quenching! 
Among the remarkable things which wild-life 
documentaries show is the power of animal awareness, and 
the capacity of the animal instinct to know what to do. It 
ranges from the simplest forms of life to highly advanced 
animal life. So remarkable can animal awareness be, that 
some philosophers have attempted to demonstrate the 
presence in animals of the power of intelligence and of free 
choice. They take what common-sense philosophy gives 
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as evidence of intelligence and freedom in man, and hunt 
for the same evidence in highly-endowed animals. This is 
not the moment to comment on that thesis, except to say in 
passing that the voice of mankind and common-sense is 
resoundingly against it. But now, who would ever say that 
the animal has a moral sense, a fundamental and general 
sense of dutyl As a matter of fact, once again there are 
philosophers and thinkers who reduce the moral sense of 
man to social expectations, family conditioning, Darwinian 
evolution of the human species, and to whatever causes us 
to behave well when nobody is looking. But of course, 
while all these things can have effects that cause certain 
behaviour, the fact is that man instinctively perceives that 
he is obliged to do what is objectively right and to avoid 
what is objectively wrong. He can and does perceive the 
morally good and the morally bad. He can see that one 
person is a good person, indeed a very holy person, and 
that another is not this at all, but is bad. He has a moral 
sense, and he can act on this by making concrete moral 
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judgments as to what in the concrete is right and wrong. 
At the time of the controversy at the publication of 
Darwin’s Origin of Species, John Henry Newman observed 
in correspondence that he regarded the moral sense of man 
as the feature that especially distinguished him from 
animals. The first humans would have been especially, 
though not exclusively, distinguished for this power of 
their mind and will: the moral sense and conscience. The 
point I am making here, though, is that it is fidelity to his 
moral sense which takes a man to the heights. 

Let us think of the chief priests and the Pharisees in 
their implacable opposition to the One who was goodness 
itself. Their moral sense had largely died within them, and 
they had done the killing. Our sense of duty, our sense of 
what is morally good and right, our sense of the holy, is the 
foundation of the true flourishing of man. Man is called to 
be truly good, to be holy, and this is sought in obedience to 
a truly enlightened moral sense. In this lies his special 
perfection. How is this attained in the concrete? It is 
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attained in and by a great personal friendship for the living 
Person of Jesus Christ and in the following of his divine 
revelation - with the indispensable aid of Christ’s grace. 
Therein is found the Good. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 21:33-43.45-46) 

Sin Sin is a very great mystery. In defending the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Mary the Mother 
of God, Cardinal Newman wrote that the real puzzle is the 
doctrine of Original Sin. How is it that sin has spread 
through the whole human race just because one man 
sinned, and that with sin, death too has spread through the 
whole human race? After all, mankind came from the hand 
of an all-good God. But such is the fact — and while it is 
not hard to accept the fact of the universality of sin, this is 
because there is so much direct evidence for it. But how 
this has happened, and how it happened because of an 
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original sin, is a great mystery. Connected with this is the 
mystery of how powerful and deep sin is. Consider the 
treatment meted out to the Son of God made man. The 
parable told by our Lord in the Gospel for this Friday of the 
second week of Lent (Matthew 21:33-43.45-46) describes 
it figuratively. “So they took him and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him.” Sin led people to put to death 
God the Son made Man! The answer and remedy to the 
universal presence of sin is the announcement of the 
Gospel, and the acceptance of it by sinful man. Peter 
acknowledged his own sinfulness (Luke 10:1-12, 17-20), 
and in doing so represents man with a sense of sin. Christ 
is the answer to his sinful predicament. Christ is the 
answer to Peter’s need, and he is the answer to the need of 
humanity, for Christ immediately calls Peter to follow him 
and to become a fisher of men. Peter and his companions 
heard the call of Christ and followed him, and thus began 
the Church’s mission of bringing the forgiveness of sins 
and salvation to mankind. 
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The power and the scale of sin is indeed a mystery 
and its solution is far beyond the resources of mere man. 
Christ has come as the solution, and it is up to us to accept 
him and to bring him to others. It is the greatest service we 
could render to our fellow man. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 145 (144): 8-9 The Lord is kind 
and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy. 
How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his 
creatures. 

Collect O God, who grant us by glorious healing remedies 
while still on earth to be partakers of the things of heaven, 
guide us, we pray, through this present life and bring us to 
that light in which you dwell. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 7:14-15.18-20; Psalm 102; 

Luke 15:1-3.11-32 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering 
round to hear him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law murmured, This man welcomes sinners, and eats 
with them. Then Jesus told them this parable: There was a 
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man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate. ’ So he divided his 
property between them. Not long after that, the younger 
son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and 
there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had 
spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his 
fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the 
pods that the pigs were eating, but no-one gave him 
anything. When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many 
of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am 
starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father 
and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired men. ’ So he got up and 
went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 
ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
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The son said to him, ‘ Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son. ’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the 
best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's 
have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found. ’ So they 
began to celebrate. Meanwhile, the older son was in the 
field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 
dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him 
what was going on. ‘Your brother has come, ’ he replied, 

‘ and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has 
him back safe and sound. ’ The older brother became 
angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 
pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All 
these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed 
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I 
could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 
yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes 
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comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him! ’ ‘My son, ’ 
the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, 
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found. ’ (Luke 15:1-3.11-32) 

Our Image of God A.S. Woodbume once wrote 
that “if one understands what a people thinks about God, 
he will be able to formulate a pretty clear conception of 
their thoughts about man, evil, salvation and the future life. 
For many of these beliefs are inevitably subsidiary to the 
doctrine of God” (“The Idea of God in Hinduism,” The 
Journal of Religion, Vol. 5, No. 1, Jan., 1925). The point 
may be taken further — the image a society has of the 
divine has profound ramifications not just on its religion, 
but on the shape of that society. Hinduism, the indigenous 
religion of the Indian continent, includes numerous 
religious traditions, various historical groups, and 
encompasses a wide range of laws and prescriptions. It is a 
vast mix of points of view rather than a single creed. Its 
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concept of the divine is acknowledged as being difficult to 
identify and express — various scholars maintaining that 
its beliefs span monotheism, polytheism, panentheism, 
pantheism, monism, and even atheism. I have read articles 
which claim that Hinduism involves devotion to a single 
god, while accepting the existence of others which may be, 
though, its manifestations and presences. Whatever be the 
ultimate facts of the case, all allow that the Hindu religion 
has been fundamental to the life and culture of the 
subcontinent. The notion or image of the Ultimate that 
pervades the religion must, then, have been decisive in 
forging the distinctive culture and society that is India. It is 
said that a little over half the world’s population fall within 
the three great religions which identify themselves with the 
faith of Abraham. The rest spreads among Buddhism, 
Hinduism, traditional Chinese religion, various other 
religions and, of course no religion. Christopher Dawson 
(1889-1970) maintained in his many writings on culture 
and religion that in European, Islamic, Indian and Chinese 



701 


cultures, religion has been the energizing influence in 
human activity. In respect to modern Western culture, he 
wrote that only a return to the spiritual traditions of 
Christianity will save civilization, for culture, having lost 
its spiritual roots, is dying. While the image of the divine 
cannot be regarded as the only factor shaping societies, in 
view of the acknowledged centrality of religion in culture, 
it must be decisive in shaping the world. 

Let that general consideration introduce our Gospel 
scene today (Luke 15:1-3.11-32). The scribes and 
Pharisees are not merely perplexed by but hostile to our 
Lord’s fraternizing with “the sinners.” What was at issue 
was the image of God in the mind. Christ was surrounded 
by “the sinners,” and they loved to be with him and listen 
to him. “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 
gathering round to hear him.” They felt welcomed by this 
man of God. But, we read, “the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law murmured, This man welcomes sinners, and eats 
with them.” The image of God which possessed the 
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Pharisees and teachers of the law was affronted by Christ’s 
behaviour towards “sinners.” After all, God kept his 
distance from the sinner and would not admit him to his 
company. The Pharisees and teachers of the law were not 
“sinners” — they assumed — and were, therefore, in the 
company of God. So Christ proceeded to explain himself 
and his actions. It is to be noticed that our Lord simply 
answered the objection of the Pharisees without berating 
them, for perhaps he saw that they were in thrall to their 
notions, possessed by them, and blinded by them. They 
did not know what they were doing — however culpable 
they were for their state of mind. So he presented to them 
the true image of God which, in fact, pervaded the 
Scriptures that they professed constantly to read. In those 
Scriptures, God is proclaimed as a God of love and 
compassion. He is all-holy and will not tolerate sin 
ultimately, but he desires the conversion of the sinner — 
and that is what our Lord is endeavouring to do. But above 
all, he was the image of the invisible God in the love and 
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compassion he was showing to sinners. So he told his 
parable of the father who was so prodigal with his love and 
forgiveness. His younger son was utterly wayward, but he 
came back seeking forgiveness and was welcomed with 
overflowing love by his indulgent father. That is what God 
is like. That is the image of God which all of revelation 
endeavoured to instil and which our Lord was embodying 
in his actions. In the parable of the father who was so 
prodigal with his love for the son who was so prodigally 
wayward, we have the true image of the God of love and 
his dealings with wayward man. 

Let us get our notions right. Let us cultivate in our 
hearts an image of the invisible God that is true, and it will 
be this if we keep our gaze on Jesus Christ who is the 
revelation of the Father. He who sees me, he said, sees the 
Father. We are able to know the true God by coming to 
know his Son, Jesus Christ. This knowledge of the Father 
and of the Son, a gift to us from the Holy Spirit, is the basis 
of the true religion and it will have enormous results in our 
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life if we cherish, guard and act on it. It is the life of the 
individual, the life of society and culture, and of the world. 


Second reflection: (Luke 15:1-3.11-32) 

Love and Sin There is a famous and classic 
definition of man: it defines man as a rational animal. 
Man can indeed be distinguished from the rest of the 
animal kingdom by setting forth his rationality. But we 
could also broadly distinguish man from the rest of the 
animal kingdom by highlighting his religious life. Man 
could be defined (broadly) as a religious animal. If we 
view societies in general and in the context of human 
history, man is distinguished by his religious life. A 
notable exception to this is the modern Western age which 
is marked by its secularism. Granted that, nevertheless as 
we look on the panorama of human history and see the 
immense variety of religious life, we can see that it 
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represents the yearning of man to be embraced by God. 
Man desires to know God and be known by him, and the 
revelation that God is a loving Father is the fulfilment of 
man’s religious strivings. The task, of course, is to bring 
this revelation convincingly to the world. Now, what does 
Christ our Lord have to say about God’s desire to embrace 
us? Let us look at our Lord’s teaching in today’s Gospel. 
The context is given at the beginning when the Pharisees 
and the scribes complain of our Lord welcoming sinners 
and dining with them. To explain his activity before his 
critics our Lord proceeds to tell the story of the loving and 
indulgent father and the prodigal son (Luke 15:1-3.11-32). 
Who did the indulgent father embrace? He embraced the 
son who had squandered all his father’s gifts to him. He 
was now back admitting his sin and asking acceptance in 
his father’s household as a mere employee. What it means 
is that the way to attain the embrace of God is through 
humbly acknowledging one’s sin and, in sincere 
repentance, asking for mercy. That is the person whom 
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God embraces, and who is the successful seeker after God. 
The holy man is the humble and contrite man who, with the 
help of the God who embraces him, puts away his sins and 
lives a life of obedience. 

Let us pray for the grace to know our true fallen 
condition, our sinful state. Let us pray for the grace to 
approach Christ with confidence in his love and with the 
intention to repent and plead for divine mercy. He will 
embrace us as did the indulgent father his prodigal son. 
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Third Week of Lent 

Third Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 15-16 My eyes are 
always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare. 
Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and 
poor. 

Or: Cf. Ez 36:23-26 When I prove my holiness among 
you, I will gather you from all the foreign lands; and I will 
pour clean water upon you and cleanse you from all your 
impurities, and I will give you a new spirit, says the Lord. 

Collect O God, author of every mercy and of all 
goodness, who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving have 
shown us a remedy for sin, look graciously on this 
confession of our lowliness, that we, who are bowed down 
by our conscience, may always be lifted up by your mercy. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
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reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 20:1-17 or Exodus 20:1-3, 7-8, 
12-17; Psalm 19:8-11; 1 Corinthians 1:22-25; John 2:13- 
25 


When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found 
men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at 
tables exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, 
and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; 
he scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, 
“Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s 
house into a market! ” His disciples remembered that it is 
written: “Zeal for your house will consume me. ” Then the 
Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you 
show us to prove your authority to do all this?” Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
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again in three days. ” The Jews replied, “It has taken 
forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to 
raise it in three days? ” But the temple he had spoken of 
was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 
Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. Now while 
he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people 
saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his 
name. But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he 
knew all men. He did not need man’s testimony about 
man, for he knew what was in a man. (John 2:13-25) 

Reverence A daily spiritual challenge for the 
Christian is to bear in mind the unseen realities of his Faith 
— which is to say, to live in the presence of those realities. 
It is a challenge of faith precisely because those realities 
are unseen. Above all, I am referring to living by faith in 
the very presence of God. In our Gospel today our Lord 
comes to the Temple as he had every year since his youth. 
Doubtless he had seen a similar spectacle year after year, 
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and now he sees it again. In sections of the Temple 
precincts — the abode of his heavenly Father — there were 
sheep and cattle, buying and selling, talk and business. 
God’s presence had been forgotten — that divine presence 
which filled the mind, the heart and the soul of Jesus his 
divine Son. So, as St John writes, with zeal for his Father’s 
house consuming him, he drove them all out, saying that 
his Father’s house must be used as a house of prayer and 
not as a den of thieves. The Temple was for prayer, for the 
teaching of God’s word and for sacrifices to the God who 
was present there. It was precisely because God was there 
and because the Temple was the place to offer him 
sacrifice and prayer, that Christ took action. When 
confronted by the leaders of the people over what he had 
just done, our Lord said, “Destroy this temple, and I will 
raise it again in three days” (John 2:13-25). He was 
speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and we read 
that when he rose from the dead his disciples remembered 
that he had said this. The coming sanctuary of the living 
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God was, then, the Person of Jesus — his body and his 
soul, his humanity and his divinity. Our Lord was saying 
that he was, is and will be the Abode of the living God. He 
is also the One who offers up to God the Father a continual 
perfect sacrifice and a constant prayer within this Abode. 
He is the new Temple of God and by being baptized into 
him the Christian lives in him. The greatest sacrifice to 
God was the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary, offered by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, as we are told in the Letter to the 
Hebrews. Christ was our Priest and our Victim, and his 
body was the Temple in which this sacrifice was offered. It 
was the Holy Spirit who was the life and energy of his 
self-offering. By baptism we are in Jesus, and he is in us. 
Our life is life in Jesus Christ. Being in Jesus, we abide in 
the Temple in whom we offer continual prayer and 
sacrifice to the Father. 

Now, all this is made present to us at Mass. Both the 
offering or victim, which is the gift of himself, and the high 
priest who offers, are made present at Mass. Just as at 
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Calvary, this too is effected by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. It is by the power and grace of the Holy Spirit at 
Mass that we are drawn into that sacrifice and are able to 
make it our own. But we must make sure that we are not 
like the buyers and the sellers with whom our Lord was so 
dissatisfied. Our attitude to the Person of Jesus and to his 
sacrifice on Calvary ought be one full of faith and 
appreciation. We must not have a casual attitude to Jesus 
and to what he did for us. The Mass is this same sacrifice 
made present sacramentally. We must not, after the 
manner of the buyers and the sellers, forget what is really 
happening at Mass because we do not actually see the 
sacrifice of Calvary in action. If we are full of faith during 
Mass, endeavouring to participate with all our heart and 
mind and soul in what Christ is doing, we shall leave the 
church after Mass profoundly united to our Lord in his 
offering of himself to the Father. He is the true Temple of 
God in which the perfect sacrifice is offered to the Father, 
and he is the High Priest — and all this is made present at 
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Mass. There is more than even this to the mystery of 
Christ. Christ is the head of his body the Church. The 
Church of which we are all members is the mystical body 
of Christ. Just as our Lord in the Gospel speaks of his 
body as the coming Temple of God where God dwells in 
all his fullness, so too is the Church the Temple of God, for 
the Church is Christ’s mystical body. God dwells in all his 
fullness in the midst of the Church and in her life. This 
happens by the power of the Holy Spirit whom St 
Augustine called the soul of the Church. Christ is the head 
of the Church and we can call the Holy Spirit her soul. So 
then, as members of the Church we are all called to be a 
holy priesthood, offering up the spiritual sacrifice of a holy 
life, a life of obedience to the Father. Just as our Lord 
insisted on a profound reverence for the Temple of his 
Father, so we should maintain a profound reverence for the 
Person of Jesus the new Temple, for his sacrifice at 
Calvary, for the Mass which makes present Christ offering 
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this sacrifice of himself, and for the Church which lives in 
union with Christ her head. 

Let us maintain a profound reverence for all these 
realities. Our attitude to Jesus Christ, to the Church, her 
teaching, her life, her sacraments, her divine character, 
ought be one of profound reverence, a reverence rooted in 
the recognition of the presence of the incarnate God in her 
midst. Reverence ought be the growing characteristic of 
our soul, our mind and our heart, all through life. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no.583-586 (Jesus and the temple), 797-798 (The Church 
— Temple of the Holy Spirit). 
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Monday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 3 My soul is longing and 
yearning for the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh 
cry out to the living God. 

Collect May your unfailing compassion, O Lord, cleanse 
and protect your Church, and, since without you she cannot 
stand secure, may she be always governed by your grace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 5:1-15; Psalms 41/42; 

Luke 4:24-30 

Jesus said, I tell you the truth, no prophet is accepted 
in his home town. I assure you that there were many 
widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for 
three and a half years and there was a severe famine 
throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of 
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them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of 
Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed — 
only Naaman the Syrian. All the people in the synagogue 
were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him 
out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on 
which the town was built, in order to throw him down the 
cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on 
his way. (Luke 4:24-30) 

Faith Our passage today is part of Luke’s account 
of a visit by our Lord to his home town of Nazareth. 
Matthew also describes a return visit. In his presentation it 
was well into the public ministry (13:54-58) when our Lord 
came to “his own country and he taught them in their 
synagogue”. We are told that they could not fathom how 
he had gained his wisdom and his miraculous powers, for 
he was but the carpenter’s son, the son of Mary and the 
relative of many still with them. The upshot was that they 
“took offense at him,” and as our Lord said, he was not 
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honoured as a prophet there. Because of their lack of faith, 
he worked but few miracles among them. Mark’s account 
is virtually the same (6:1-6), though is slightly longer than 
Matthew’s. He gives more details of the few miracles he 
worked there, adding the detail that our Lord “marvelled at 
their unbelief’ ( ethaumazen ). Exactly the same word is 
used by St Luke in describing our Lord’s reaction to the 
faith of the centurion (7: 9) — he was amazed 
(i ethaumasen ) at the degree of his faith (the word is in the 
aorist tense, suggesting a one-off and brief event). Our 
passage today is from St Luke, and Luke’s account of the 
visit (4: 16-30) goes for some fifteen verses — much 
longer than either Matthew or Mark. While Matthew and 
Mark mention our Lord’s speaking in the synagogue of 
Nazareth, Luke gives us much vivid detail of our Lord’s 
actions, citing even the text he used — telling us it was 
from the Prophet Isaiah, as well as Christ’s striking 
comment on it, and the people’s totally unfavourable 
reaction. He declared that he himself was the fulfilment of 
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the prophecy. He spoke wondrously well, to the 
astonishment of the townspeople — and he also unmasked 
before them their fundamental problem. They lacked faith 
in him. Indeed, they compared unfavourably with the 
widow of Sidon, and with Naaman the Syrian — both 
persons not of the chosen people. Today’s account from 
Luke is not a direct parallel with Matthew and Mark and 
may describe a distinct visit, or even may be a summary of 
a few visits — we do not know. Very notably, it ended 
with a sensational attempt by the townsmen on our Lord’s 
very life. 

Plainly, it is a very significant event in the mind of St 
Luke, and I suspect that its source is the mother of Jesus 
who may have witnessed it. It would have been part of the 
sword that cleaved her soul once her son’s public work 
commenced, as predicted by Simeon soon after his birth. 
The rejection must have been acutely painful. While St 
Luke places this early in our Lord’s public ministry (Luke 
4:16-30), the visit described by Matthew and Mark 
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(containing no mention of the attempt to throw him from 
the brow of the hill and then, presumably, to stone him) is 
placed later in the public ministry. So we cannot determine 
the chronology of our scene today. The truly dramatic 
thing is the rejection of Jesus Christ. Before them all, our 
Lord solemnly foresees it, warns of its tremendous 
seriousness, and compares the lack of faith of those who 
knew him so well and who had long been his daily 
associates in the village of Nazareth, with the faith of 
certain of the Gentiles. We are not given a detailed 
description of the inner workings of the minds of his 
townspeople — just the general fact of their unbelief. It 
was a forerunner of the rejection of Jesus Christ by the 
principal religious leaders of the nation. Significantly, our 
Lord sees their response against the backdrop of the faith 
possessed by certain Gentile persons - referring here to the 
Sidonian and the Syrian in the prophetic ministries of 
Elijah and Elisha. In other contexts of the Gospels, other 
Gentile persons are referred to — and mention has already 
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been made of the faith of the Centurion. Our Lord had 
spent his infancy, his youth and many years of his early 
manhood — the overwhelming proportion of his life — 
within the tiny community of Nazareth. St John in the 
Prologue of his Gospel states that “he came to his own (eis 
ta idia ) and his own (hoi idioi ) did not accept him” (John 1: 
11). If ever there was an instance of this pattern, it was — 
Luke is telling us — the village of Nazareth, so privileged 
as to have had among them for so long the Lord of glory. 
Our Lord’s unique claims were resoundingly rejected, and 
in an explosion of fury they attempted to put an end to the 
life of one of their own sons. Our Lord’s sovereign quality 
was demonstrated in his response. JJe was not shaken — 
and indeed, as he so often showed in the future, he easily 
eluded their attempt. His hour had not yet come. 

The response of our Lord’s own village may be taken 
as iconic of the response, to whatever degree, that is 
possible in any human heart. How awesome is the heart of 
man! It is capable, with the aid of grace, of great goodness 
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and holiness, and it is capable of the worst evil. Man the 
saint, and man the sinner! It all depends on our openness 
to the truth, and especially our openness to the Truth 
revealed by God. That Truth is Jesus Christ, who is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. The path to life, to 
flourishing, to holiness and to heaven lies in faith in his 
Person and his teaching. Let us take heed of the tragedy of 
the village of Nazareth, and accept Jesus Christ as Lord. 


Vb»©«dv 





722 


Tuesday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, 
that, as the feast of our salvation draws ever closer, so we 
may press forward all the more eagerly towards the worthy 
celebration of the Paschal Mystery. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:25.34-43; Psalm 24; 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many 
times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? 
Up to seven times? Jesus answered, I tell you, not seven 
times, but seventy-seven times. Therefore, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
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servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him 
ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not 
able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The 
servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me, ’ 
he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything. ’ The servant’s 
master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go. 
But when that servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow- servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He 
grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you 
owe me! ’ he demanded. His fellow- servant fell to his 
knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay 
you back. ’ But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 
the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 
When the other servants saw what had happened, they 
were greatly distressed and went and told their master 
everything that had happened. Then the master called the 
servant in. ‘You wicked servant, ’ he said, 7 cancelled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn ’t 
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you have had mercy on your fellow- servant just as I had 
on you? ’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers 
to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This 
is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless 
you forgive your brother from your heart. (Matthew 
18:21-35) 

Forgive! Human reason can see the nobility and 
utility of forgiveness. The Oxford English Dictionary 
defines forgiveness as “to grant free pardon and to give up 
all claim on account of an offense or debt.” The Concise 
Oxford Dictionary defines “forgive” as to remit a debt, or 
to pardon an offence. Whether those definitions are correct 
could be discussed, but the concept has been explored in 
philosophy, medicine, social science and religious thought. 
Now, the one who accepts divine revelation must not 
imagine that all that God has revealed can be known only 
by means of this revelation. Indeed, many things that God 
revealed through Abraham, Moses, the prophets and 
through Jesus Christ he also revealed, to a point, in and by 
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created nature. The problem is, for fallen man, to discern 
this successfully. For instance, the majority of mankind 
did not pick up from nature that there is but one God who 
is Creator and Lord of all. Most societies have thought that 
there are many gods, all of them, like the things of this 
world, being limited. There are some things in divine 
revelation which are indeed mysteries but many other 
things are not mysteries as such. They are supremely 
important truths theoretically accessible to the natural mind 
of man. I am not sure that there are mysteries absolutely 
beyond the mind of man in the Old Testament revelation. 
Old Testament religion is revealed, but it has seemed to me 
that what is revealed there is comprehensible to the human 
mind. By being revealed, what is theoretically attainable 
by the highest of religious thought (such as that there is one 
all-holy God who is Creator, Lord and Judge of all, and, let 
us say, the Ten Commandments) is made accessible to the 
common man through faith. That is my opinion, but what 
is clear is that the New Testament includes many mysteries. 
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The Incarnation, the Holy Trinity, the Atonement and the 
Holy Eucharist are obvious examples. When many of the 
disciples of our Lord murmured about his doctrine of the 
Eucharist, and left him because of it, they were reacting to 
something which was absolutely beyond their 
understanding (John 6:60-66). It could be accepted only on 
the authority of Christ’s word. But many exalted teachings 
of revelation are not mysteries as such — and the 
command to forgive is one such. 

Whatever about that, it is manifest that the command 
to forgive is indeed revealed. It is the declared will of God 
and there can be no mistake that the Creator and Lord of all 
commands us to forgive others. We read in the Old 
Testament book of Leviticus that “You shall not take 
vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself; I am 
the Lord” (19:18). This applies not only to members of 
one’s own nation, but to aliens: “The stranger who resides 
with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you 
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shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land 
of Egypt; I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus 19:34). The 
point is repeated in a different book of the Old Testament: 
“So show your love for the alien, for you were aliens in the 
land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 10:19). The foundation of 
this was the love of God for his people and for man — and 
there are something like 150 verses in the Old Testament 
that describe the love that God has for people. This love is 
not to be one-way, since the Old Testament tells the people 
to return this love by loving God. But Jesus Christ brought 
all this to a new height and a perfect fulfilment, and the 
matter of forgiveness of others is all part of a piece with 
this. Christ is frequently seen quoting the Holy Scriptures 
— he did not come to set it aside, but to fulfil it. So it is 
that in our Gospel today our Lord commands unremitting 
forgiveness. He bases this strict command on the loving 
forgiveness of God our Lather for us his sinful children. 
Lurther, he reveals that our own judgment will be in large 
measure in proportion to our forgiveness of others. “Then 
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the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he 
said, 'I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged 
me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your 
fellow- servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master 
turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should 
pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your 
heart” (Matthew 18: 21-35). This seems implied in the Old 
Testament directives to forgive, but it is abundantly clear in 
Christ’s words. Forgiveness is a categorical imperative for 
the Christian. 

It is very possible for a devout Christian to pass all 
through life without forgiving injuries from the heart. He 
may never face up to this requirement, and may deal with it 
but half-heartedly. It has to be taken in hand, for everyone 
suffers injuries. Many have to suffer great injuries which 
may or may not, to a degree, be their own doing. If 
someone commits a crime, he will suffer injury, at least 
because of the sanctions of society. Whatever be the injury 
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or the cause of it, our challenge is to root out of our hearts 
the bitterness that refuses to forgive. We must leave this 
earth having forgiven from the heart all who have caused 
us injury. For this we need the grace of God. Let us pray 
for that grace, and exercise vigorously the virtue of 
forgiveness. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 18:21-35) 

Forgiveness One of the deepest problems of man is 
spiritual blindness. That is to say, man so very often is 
oblivious as to his real spiritual condition, and its 
seriousness. Of course, this state is not confined to the 
spiritual life — he can likewise be oblivious as to his real 
physical condition. Life will bring its hurts and sorrows, 
many of them inflicted by other human beings including 
those very close to us. As a person looks back on the years 
he can easily find himself nursing painful memories that 
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leave him in continual bitterness. He finds, perhaps, that 
he cannot forgive. Now, it is one thing to admit 
helplessness before the prospect of forgiving certain 
people, it is another to think that the refusal to forgive is 
justified. In the case of all too many persons, they are 
utterly convinced they are perfectly justified in not 
forgiving, and that vengeance must be exacted if 
satisfaction in life is to be found. But if we look on things 
with the mind of Christ we shall realize that this attitude 
involves spiritual blindness. Our Lord is absolutely 
insistent that whatever be the injury, we must forgive from 
the heart. That is not to say that for the sake of justice, 
good order and the vindication of morality, crime ought not 
be punished and that injuries not be compensated. But the 
spiritual problem is the refusal to forgive. We implicitly 
regard this refusal as being justified, especially if there is 
no punishment or compensation forthcoming. Our Lord 
assures us that if we refuse to forgive from the heart, God 
will refuse to forgive us. Our parable in today’s Gospel 



731 


(Matthew 18:21-35) provides us with an aspect of this 
issue which could help us to forgive. It is the thought of all 
that we owe to God and all our transgressions against him 
which he so readily has forgiven. The servant left the 
master’s presence after having been forgiven such a vast 
debt, and proceeded to be unyielding with another servant 
who owed him a significant enough debt, but one which 
could not be remotely compared with the debt he had owed 
to his master. Nothing that others owe to us can compare 
with what we owe to God. Nothing which we are called 
upon to forgive in others can compare with what God has 
forgiven in us. 

Let us pray for the grace to see clearly the necessity to 
forgive from the heart, and to see that nothing could 
compare with what God in his goodness has forgiven of us. 
Let us resolve at the end of every day to forgive all 
injuries. In this way, by the grace of God and our own 
spiritual efforts we can be freed from the resentments and 
rancour which will prevent our attainment of holiness. 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 133 Let my steps be 
guided by your promise; may evil never rule me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, schooled through 
Lenten observance and nourished by your word, through 
holy restraint we may be devoted to you with all our heart 
and be ever united in prayer. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:1.5-9; Psalm 147; 

Matthew 5:17-19 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil 
them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth 
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a 
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the 
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least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same wdl be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever puts into practice and teaches these commands 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 
5:17-19) 

Scripture The cry of the Protestant Reformers was 
for Holy Scripture and for faith in Jesus Christ. They were 
reacting against perceived corruptions, abuses and 
distortions. The Catholic response was, Holy Scripture 
yes, but not Holy Scripture alone (sola), for there is also, 
embracing Scripture and bringing its true meaning to her 
children, the Church’s Tradition and Sacramental life. 
Faith yes, but not faith alone (sola), for as St James writes, 
the faith that has not works is dead (2:17). Granted all this 
— and there is much agreement on these points between 
Catholic and Protestant now — the Church insists on the 
profound fruitfulness of the frequent reading and study of 
Holy Scripture, read with a lively faith in Jesus Christ. The 
Church insists on a special importance being accorded to 
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the Gospels, for the Gospels present the Person and 
teaching of Jesus Christ more than does any other part of 
Holy Scripture. The four Gospels are the special treasure 
of the inspired corpus that we call Holy Writ, because in 
them we come to a special appreciation of Jesus Christ who 
is the fulfilment of the Scriptures. Inasmuch as eternal life 
is to “know you (Father) the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3), it can be said that 
there is a certain rank among the Inspired Writings. The 
Book of Numbers, for instance, does not have the same 
importance as the Gospels — for the simple reason that the 
figure, the words and the actions of Jesus Christ is at the 
centre of the Gospels. They constitute a privileged means 
of contemplating his divine Person and of intensifying 
one’s love for the Saviour. However, the whole of Sacred 
Scripture is treasured by the Church, and ought be 
treasured by each of the Church’s children in a practical 
and daily way. The principal reason for this is that Christ 
loved and cherished the Holy Scriptures. As a child of the 
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chosen people, he received them with the most profound 
veneration — but in his case, he did so, knowing that, 
together with the Father and the Floly Spirit, he was their 
Author. He, the second divine person in the one God, 
authored them and obeyed them. It is above all from him 
that the Church has derived her love for and jealous 
guarding of the Scriptures and their meaning. 

For the Christian, this is the special motive for the 
high esteem that he ought cultivate in his heart for the Old 
Testament books. Christ loved them as coming from the 
divine Spirit, the Spirit who moved and sustained the 
prophets, the same Spirit who constantly and pre-eminently 
led himself. When the archangel Gabriel spoke to Mary 
informing her of God’s plan that she be the mother of the 
Messiah, and asking her assent, he alluded especially to the 
Scriptures — meaning the Old Testament. The child 
would be given the throne of his father David, and he 
would rule over the house of Jacob forever. Of his 
kingdom there would be no end — as Daniel (ch.7) had 
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foretold. When the boy Jesus was found by his parents in 
the Temple, they discovered him surrounded by the doctors 
of the nation’s religion dazzling them with his penetrating 
questions and answers. Why were they so thunderstruck 
with this young lad whom they had stumbled across in the 
Temple? Doubtless, in their conversation with him he was 
already dominating them with his illuminating grasp of the 
various inspired Writings. The Sacred Writings were 
accepted as inspired, but it was another matter to discern 
their meaning. During our Lord’s public ministry, he was 
quickly seen to possess a surpassing authority, and in this 
he was unlike the scribes. Their comparison of him with 
the scribes suggests that they were especially thinking of 
Christ’s use of the Scriptures — meaning the Old 
Testament. He spoke usually in the synagogue, which 
means that he was reading from and commenting with 
superlative authority on the meaning of the Old Testament 
Writings. In debates brought on by his enemies the scribes, 
Pharisees, Sadducees and the chief priests, his stunning and 
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knock-out use of the Scriptures finally left them silenced. 
We read that the point was at length reached where they 
did not dare to ask him any more questions. With his 
disciples he increasingly referred to his Passion, Death and 
Resurrection — and did so saying that in this would the 
Scriptures be fulfilled. On his rising from the dead, one of 
the obvious things in the Gospel accounts of his 
appearances is his showing to the disciples that all this was 
necessary for the Scriptures to be fulfilled. Christ loved, 
used and applied (to himself) the Scriptures — that is, the 
Old Testament Writings. So, then, ought we. 

All this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 5:17- 
19), in which our Lord shows how important the Old 
Testament Books were. Down to the last dot, as it were, 
they were to be fulfilled. He came to fulfil the Scriptures, 
and he did fulfil them. “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, until heaven 
and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
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stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished.” While the Gospels have 
pride of place in the mind, heart and life of the Christian, 
love for Jesus Christ will give to the Christian a share in 
the Saviour’s love for all of the Scriptures, including the 
Old Testament. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 5:17-19) 

God’s Will A frequent temptation in living the 
Christian life is that of rationalizing away one’s duty. That 
is to say, we are tempted to think of reasons for justifying 
the doing of what is wrong because we want to do what is 
wrong. We then regard it as our duty, and our conscience 
is quieted in error. We allow our duty to fade from our 
conscience because of the reasons we haul before it as 
justification. For instance, the Church lays down the 
observance of Sunday as a necessary part of our Christian 
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life. We are obliged to make it the Lord’s Day by 
participating in Mass and avoiding servile work unless it is 
necessary. Yes, we might get to Mass on a Sunday, but do 
we make it the day of religious rest the Church means it to 
be, and avoid unnecessary servile work? Or, on the 
contrary, do we take whatever employment we can get on a 
Sunday to get the extra cash, saying to ourselves that it is 
“necessary” that we have the money. This could be an 
example of rationalization — providing ourselves with 
reasons to forego our duty. Many other examples could be 
given. Cardinal Newman once wrote that religion is 
essentially a matter of authority and obedience. That is to 
say, its bedrock element is obeying the will of God and 
thus recognising his divine authority. Our Lord made the 
same point about the Christian life, when he said that he 
who loves me keeps my commandments. In our Gospel 
today (Matthew 5:17-19) our Lord tells us that “the man 
who infringes even one of these commandments and 
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teaches others to do the same will be considered the least in 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

So then, we ought be very careful indeed when it 
comes to keeping the law of God, which is interpreted and 
explained to us by the Church. If we wish to love God, we 
must make it our business to know God’s commandments, 
and put them assiduously into practice. Let us resolve to 
centre our life on the will of God and on its fulfilment in all 
its detail. The bedrock of our life ought be learning what is 
our duty as expressed in the law of God and the teaching of 
the Church its appointed interpreter, and then carefully 
putting it into practice out of love for Jesus. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, 
that, as the feast of our salvation draws ever closer, so we 
may press forward all the more eagerly towards the worthy 
celebration of the Paschal Mystery. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 94; 

Luke 11:14-23 

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When 
the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the 
crowd was amazed. But some of them said, By Beelzebub, 
the prince of demons, he is driving out demons. Others 
tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. Jesus knew 
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their thoughts and said to them: Any kingdom divided 
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against 
itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself how can 
his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I 
drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons 
by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? 
So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons 
by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to 
you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
house, his possessions are safe. But when someone 
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the 
armour in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 
He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not 
gather with me, scatters. (Luke 11:14-23) 

Christ and Satan It scarcely needs to be said that 
ordinary experience testifies that some power is in the 
hands of those who are good, and some power is in the 
hands of those who are evil. Similarly, in the vast unseen 
world, while God is Lord of lords and King of kings, there 
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are spirits who are permitted to exercise power for a time 
and who are evil. St Paul writes that God “has rescued us 
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves'” (Colossians 1:13). So there 
are two dominions, that of darkness from which we were 
rescued, and that of Jesus Christ to which God has brought 
us. There are precedents in the Old Testament for this 
image of “darkness.” We read in the prophet Isaiah that 
“See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over 
the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory 
appears over you” (Isaiah 60:2). So while there is a “thick 
darkness” over the peoples, “the Lord” and “his glory” is 
“over you”. Beyond this visible scene there is a force of 
darkness which is antagonistic to God and it is wielding 
power. While Satan is mentioned on but few occasions in 
the Old Testament, one such stands out among all the 
references to him in the Scriptures. It is his sudden 
appearance in the Garden which God had planted in Eden 
and in which he had placed the man he had formed 
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(Genesis 2:8). There the man was to till and keep the 
Garden. He was never to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil and he was to live with the woman given 
to him by God. The Serpent entered into communication 
with the woman. The Book of Revelation tells us who the 
Serpent is. The text tells us that an angel of heaven “seized 
the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and 
Satan, and bound him ...” (20:2). The “ancient” serpent is 
the Serpent of the beginnings in the Garden — the one who 
is called elsewhere, in both Old and New Testaments, “the 
Devil and Satan.” The word in Hebrew for this Serpent of 
Genesis is nachash, and while it is usually translated as 
Serpent, it means “bright” or “brazen” as in brass, and it 
has the prefixed article, perhaps meaning “the shining 
one.” It may suggest a shining upright spiritual being, 
somewhat serpentine in appearance, to whom Eve paid 
deference. He was not merely, say, an ordinary-looking 
snake in a tree. 
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The “Serpent,” or the bright and shining one, is 
“subtle” — he gives the impression of superior knowledge. 
He then proceeds to insinuate that God is not good, and 
that there can be another dominion other than his, one that 
does not recognize his authority. You can be a god - like 
God, he suggests to Eve: “when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil” — and God knows this (Genesis 3:5). He begins his 
terrible work with the insinuating question, “Did God say? 
...” It questions the rightness of the word of God, whereas 
the moral sense of man should instinctively accept it as 
good. Eve saw that the tree was good and a delight. Its 
fruit was desirable in order to make one wise — so she 
defied the command of God and seduced her husband who 
willingly and without hesitation did the same. Thus did 
there begin the new dominion of darkness — that dominion 
to which St Paul refers, and from which God rescued us. 
The point being made here is that there is, in opposition to 
God, a dominion, a kingdom which has the serpentine 



shining one at its head. At the beginning of our Lord’s 
public ministry, he was “led by the Spirit for forty days in 
the wilderness, tempted by the Devil” (Luke 4:1-2). The 
Devil, who is identified by the Book of Revelation as “that 
ancient Serpent”, proposed courses of action to him. 
Particularly significant is his temptation to universal 
dominion. The devil took him up and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. He described 
these kingdoms as having been delivered over to himself. 
He could place them all in Christ’s hands — if he, Jesus, 
would recognize him as supreme (4:5-8). So the Devil 
presents himself as the lord of the world, and wishes to be 
in God’s place. There are two dominions, that of God and 
that of Satan. Each desires universal lordship, and Jesus 
Christ means to wrest power from the grasp of Satan. The 
temptations end with Satan departing. The two are in 
battle array, and there will be no quarter. The final upshot 
is a foregone conclusion, but Satan will wreak havoc along 
the way. The Dragon will be seized and bound and cast 
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down forever, but he will have his “hour.” At the Last 
Supper, our Lord referred to him as the “ruler of this 
world” and that he was coming. But Satan had no power 
over Christ (John 14:30). 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today, in which our 
Lord refers to the two kingdoms — that of God and that of 
Satan. “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, 
and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is 
divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say 
this because you claim that I drive out demons by 
Beelzebub ... But if I drive out demons by the finger of 
God, then the kingdom of God has come to you “ (Luke 
11:14-23). We have it on the word of Christ, then, that 
Satan’s is a household, a kingdom. Let us resolve to reject 
his pretensions and his influence utterly! How sad the case 
of Judas — at the Last Supper, Satan entered him. We 
have the surpassing dignity, if we are in God’s grace, of 
Christ being in us! 
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Second reflection: (Luke 11:14-23) 

The Choice Many people viewed the movie “The 
Exorcism of Emily Rose.” One of the surprising twists of 
the movie comes near the end when the Virgin Mary makes 
herself known to Emily and asks her if she would like to be 
taken from her burdensome life to heaven, or instead if she 
would accept the work of enduring the possession of the 
devils. The purpose of continuing to endure this was, Mary 
told her, to bear witness in an agnostic and materialistic 
culture to the reality of Satan and the supernatural, and in 
this way to be instrumental in prompting people to turn to 
God. Her possession was being allowed by God for the 
spiritual enlightenment of others, and in the process, for the 
sanctification of Emily herself. Emily chooses to stay with 
the possession to the end. For this reason the priest 
declares in court his belief that some day she will be 
canonized. The movie is a fictional story with a remote 
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basis in fact (in Bavaria in the 1970s). Many elements are 
plausible and it certainly conveys well (though in 
exaggerated fashion) the reality of Satan, the spiritual 
effectiveness of the Church in her combat with Satan, and 
the overarching purposes of God in saving the world. Let 
that introduce the subject of our Gospel passage today 
(Luke 11:14-23), in which our Lord effortlessly casts out a 
devil and is then accused of colluding with Satan. Our 
Lord’s reply makes reference to the kingdom and the 
household of Satan. Throughout the Gospels our Lord 
refers to the kingdom of God, and St Paul refers to the 
household of the Church. So there are two kingdoms 
revealed to us, two households. St Ignatius Loyola in his 
Spiritual Exercises has a famous meditation on “The Two 
Standards.” There is the Standard of Christ with Christ’s 
weapons, and the Standard of Satan with his. We must 
make a choice under which standard we are going to get to 
work in life. Let us every day make that choice, a clear 
choice for Christ with a commitment to fight the kingdom 
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of Satan with Christ’s weapons and in Christ’s company. 
The fundamental weapon is that of obedience to the Father 
in union with Christ, and then following the way of Christ, 
the way of humility, poverty in spirit, bearing willingly our 
daily cross. These are the weapons that bring the victory. 

Taking our stand with Christ and living by that stand 
will enable us to conquer. We have Christ’s word for it in 
our Gospel today: “He who is not with me is against me; 
and he who does not gather with me scatters.” 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 86 (85): 8, 10 Among the gods there 
is none like you, O Lord, for you are great and do 
marvellous deeds; you alone are God. 

Collect Pour your grace into our hearts, we pray, O Lord, 
that we may be constantly drawn away from unruly desires 
and obey by your own gift the heavenly teaching you give 
us. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 80; Mark 12:28-34 

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them 
debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good 
answer, he asked him, Of all the commandments, which is 
the most important? The most important one, answered 
Jesus, is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
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with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength. ’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself. ’ There is no commandment greater than these. 
Well said, teacher, the man replied. You are right in 
saying that God is one and there is no other but him. To 
love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 
and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as 
yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, 
he said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. 
And from then on no-one dared ask him any more 
questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

The Greatest Commandment The origins of the 
Samaritan schism from the Jews is disputed — it predates 
Christian times, of course, by many centuries. 
Archaeological excavations at Mount Gerizim indicate that 
a Samaritan temple was built there in the first half of the 
5th century BC. According to Samaritans, it was on that 
Mount Gerizim that Abraham was commanded by God to 
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offer Isaac, his son, as a sacrifice (Genesis 22). The 
Gospel of John relates an encounter between a Samaritan 
woman and Christ in which she asserts that the mountain 
was the centre of their worship (John 4:20). To be noted 
here is that their religion exemplifies a great veneration for 
and dependence on the (Samaritan) Pentateuch — which is 
to say, their version of the first five books of the Bible 
(especially as given in their Abisha Scroll at Nablus). 
There are at least three especially venerated versions of the 
Pentateuch. They are the Masoretic text (especially 
accepted by the Jews), the Septuagint (looked to especially 
by Christians), and the Samaritan Abisha Scroll at Nablus. 
All three religions — as does Islam also — accept the 
Pentateuch (the Torah) as pre-eminently inspired, and as in 
some special way derived from Moses. For instance, in the 
time of our Lord, the Sadducees accepted only the 
Pentateuch, and for that reason did not allow for the 
resurrection from the dead — for they did not find this 
doctrine in the Pentateuch. But they were confuted by our 
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Lord (in Mark 12:26-27) who instantly pointed to God’s 
words to Moses from the Burning Bush (in the second 
book of the Pentateuch). They implied this doctrine, for 
God introduced himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob (Exodus 3:6). So, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were 
alive to God still. In this encounter with his critics, our 
Lord refers to the Book of Exodus as “the book of Moses” 
(Mark 12:26). It is indeed, then, in some way derived from 
Moses. In all of this, I mean to show here the special 
eminence of the Pentateuch. It narrated the foundations of 
revealed religion, setting forth God’s relations with the first 
Man and Woman, his covenants with Noah, with Abraham 
and the Patriarchs, and with Moses and the chosen people. 
The whole is then given ample commentary in the Book of 
Deuteronomy, the last of the “books of Moses.” 

One could even view the rest of the corpus of the Old 
Testament as inspired commentary on and development of 
the Pentateuch. We see our Lord referring to the Bible as 
“the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (Luke 
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24:44). The “Law of Moses” — contained in the 
Pentateuch, was fundamental. The whole question, though, 
was this: how was it to he interpreted ? The Samaritans 
regarded the Torah (the Law — the Pentateuch) as 
fundamental, and had their own revered version, but they 
interpreted it in a way at variance from the interpretation 
presented in many of “the Writings” accepted by the Jews, 
and used by Jesus Christ himself. So great was their 
variance that our Lord said to the Samaritan woman that 
“you worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews” (John 4:22). Indeed, 
Jesus Christ himself was the definitive Interpretation, 
giving divine light to the real meaning of the entire body of 
inspired Writings. Apart from his very Person — he said 
he came to fulfil the Law and the Prophets — his teaching 
certainly did give that definitive interpretation. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel passage today (Mark 12: 28-34), in 
which our Lord was asked to identify the greatest 
commandment of the Law. It was to the Torah, the 
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Pentateuch, the books of Moses, that our Lord was being 
referred. It contained a mass of commandments, designed 
to shape the life of God’s chosen people in its details 
according to his revelation. It was God’s revealed Plan of 
Life for his chosen people, a Plan of Life that was very 
practical and bore on worship and daily life in numerous 
ways. It was not a mere general directive — it went 
beyond the Ten Commandments to a spelling out of what 
those great commandments were to mean in everyday life. 
Once again as on so many other occasions, our Lord 
answered instantly, this time citing Deuteronomy 6:4, and 
Leviticus 19:18 — both books being from the Pentateuch, 
the “books of Moses.” Our Lord is saying that the 
numerous commands of “the Law of Moses” were meant to 
assist the people of God in fulfilling the pre-eminent 
commandment: that God is to be loved with all one’s mind, 
heart, soul and strength. This is the revealed law of God, 
that we be filled with love — love for God and love for 
neighbour. 
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Under the light of our Lord’s teaching, we see that the 
foundational texts of revealed religion command man to 
work at growing in love, a love that will fill with God the 
mind and heart of man. If the observance of God’s 
commandments leads to byways that take one away from 
this great goal of love for God, then the whole point has 
been missed and one’s spiritual efforts are wasted. At the 
same time, the various “commandments of the Law” do 
show us that we grow in this divine love by being very 
practical about it. We must have a judicious and well 
advised Plan of Life if we are ever to get there. But of 
course, in all this our example and our life is Jesus Christ. 


Second reflection: (Hosea 14:2-10) 

Take words with you and return to the LORD. Say to 
him: “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that 
we may offer the fruit of our lips. Assyria cannot save us; 
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we will not mount war-horses. We will never again say 
‘Our gods ’ to what our own hands have made, for in you 
the fatherless find compassion. ” “I will heal their 
waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has 
turned away from them. I will be like the dew to Israel; he 
will blossom like a lily. Like a cedar of Lebanon he will 
send down his roots; his young shoots will grow. His 
splendour will be like an olive tree, his fragrance like a 
cedar of Lebanon. Men will dwell again in his shade. He 
will flourish like the grain. He will blossom like a vine, 
and his fame will be like the wine from Lebanon. O 
Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols ? I will answer 
him and care for him. I am like a green pine tree; your 
fruitfulness comes from me. ” Who is wise? He will realize 
these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. 
The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in 
them, but the rebellious stumble in them. (Hosea 14:2-10) 

God of Love I once read a study of the Virgin Mary 
which saw in the prophets of the Old Testament the main 



760 


nourishment of her spirituality. She was nurtured 
especially on them. In our first reading today we have a 
beautiful passage from the prophet Hosea (Hosea 14:2-10) 
in which a common stereotype of the God of the Old 
Testament is shown to be invalid. That stereotype portrays 
God as a God of anger and punishment, as if in contrast to 
the God of the New Testament who is one of mercy and 
love. But how different the reality is! The God of the Old 
Testament is the same as that of the New: he is One who is 
holy, who hates sin, but who is love and compassion and 
who yearns for the return of the sinner to his love. In our 
first reading today the Lord appeals to his people to return, 
telling them that “your iniquity was the cause of your 
downfall.” He is the “one in whom orphans find 
compassion.” Love and tenderness is expressed in image 
after image in our passage, but the one thing that can 
prevent this from flowing into the life of the people is sin. 
What can help us learn that God is love is to dwell over 
and over on these prophetic texts. It is a very plausible 



761 


proposition that the Virgin Mary became filled with the 
thought of the love of Yahweh from dwelling and 
pondering on the prophetic texts such as this one today 
from Hosea. “I am like a cypress ever green, all your 
fruitfulness comes from me. Let the wise man understand 
these words” the prophet tells us. It is in texts such as 
these that we learn that God loves us with all his heart. 

If we come to know the love of God that has been 
revealed in the face of Christ, this will be the basis of our 
observance of the first commandment that our Lord speaks 
of in today’s Gospel (Mark 12: 28-34), quoting as he does 
from the Old Testament. “Listen, Israel, the Lord our God 
is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and 
with all your strength.” Let us resolve to set out on the path 
of love, knowing that God loves us with all his heart, and 
resolving to return that love with all our heart. This 
twofold and interconnected objective — to know the love 
of God and to return it — is the goal of life. Let us pray 
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for the grace to know the God of Revelation, and to 
respond as he asks. 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 103 (102):2-3 Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and never forget all his benefits; it is he who forgives 
all your sins. 

Collect Rejoicing in this annual celebration of our Lenten 
observance, we pray, O Lord, that, with our hearts set on 
the paschal mysteries, we may be gladdened by their full 
effects. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea6:1-6; Psalm50; Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus told the following parable to those who trusted 
in themselves as being just while despising others. “Two 
men went into the temple to pray: the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a publican. The Pharisee standing, prayed thus 
to himself: ‘O God, I give you thanks that I am not as the 
rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, as is this 
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publican. I fast twice a week: I give tithes of all that I 
possess. ’ The publican, standing afar off, would not so 
much as lift up his eyes towards heaven; but struck his 
breast, saying: ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner. ’ I say 
to you, this man went home justified whereas the other did 
not. Every one who exalts himself will be humbled, and the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted. ” (Luke 18:9-14) 

Mercy Go to the Blue Mountains of New South 
Wales and you will see some beautiful and spectacular 
scenery. Consider the beauty and variety of life in the 
mighty seas. It can be breathtaking. Take human society 
— there are so many instances of moral grandeur and 
unselfish service of the needy. Time and again I have been 
so impressed by parents who have a seriously retarded 
child who requires a tremendously dedicated service, and 
whose parents provide this. They can be heroic. In so 
many ways, it is a beautiful world. Yet very plainly, it is 
deeply flawed and messy — indeed ugly. The Blue 
Mountains have been devastated by terrible fires at times 
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that leave rubble, suffering and death in their wake. 
Families can be ruined by argument and conflict. The wars 
that characterise societies seem always to be breaking out, 
again and again. Speaking of the sight of the world before 
him, John Henry Newman (now beatified) had this to say 
in his Apologia pro Vita Sua (1864): “I look out into the 
living busy world, and see no reflection of its Creator ... 
The sight of the world is nothing else than the prophet’s 
scroll, full of ‘lamentations, and mourning, and woe” (Part 
VII). What sense could the human mind make of all this? 
There have been all sorts of responses to it, but what God 
has revealed is that the root cause of the evil and suffering 
that is so rampant is sin. Of the greatest significance was 
man’s sin in the beginning, and Holy Scripture has 
provided us with an inspired image and description of that 
beginning. Man came forth from the creative hand of God 
and chose to rebel against him, just as certain angels had 
long before. When God made man, he was “very good” — 
for it was in his own image that he made him. Further, he 
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placed him in a garden. What an image! But all this was 
changed, and the tremendous spoliation which occurred 
was due to sin. So we know the key to the world’s ugliness 
— it is the sin of man in the beginning, the effects of which 
are passed on from generation to generation, and 
perpetrated by each man in the sinful acts of his own life. 
All men, St Paul tells us, by nature are under the power of 
sin and the wages of sin are death. Sin entered the world, 
and with sin came death which spread to the human race. 

Man has an instinct that the powers above can be, to a 
point, kind - and for this reason he prays to them for 
favours and relief. This can take some curious forms. In 
2013 there was a report of archaeological work done on a 
Roman mansion dating to the third and fourth century AD. 
While excavating one of the rooms, long collapsed from an 
ancient earthquake in 363 AD, archaeologists uncovered a 
lead tablet covered with Greek writing. According to the 
inscription, a woman named Kyrilla invokes six different 
gods from various religions to curse a man named Iennys, 



767 


against whom she is worried about engaging in a legal 
dispute. Four were Greek gods, one was Babylonian, and 
one was Gnostic — (named Abraxas) from an early 
Christian heresy. According to scholars, the text also 
invokes words that were considered powerful in ancient 
Jewish tradition. So it was quite a hotchpotch in terms of 
attitudes and notions, but my point here is that for that 
woman these gods were perceived as likely to be kind to 
her. This is not to say that the gods loved her, but they 
could be got on side. Be that as it may, the great thing for 
mankind who faces ever bleak prospects ahead is that it has 
been revealed from on high that there is but one God, 
Creator, Sustainer and Ruler of all, and that - wonder of 
wonders! — he is rich beyond measure in kindness and 
mercy. But there is one thing which the one God cannot 
abide, and it is sin. It is a personal offence to him when we 
do what is wrong, and he demands that we be holy. But his 
response to our sad behaviour in thought, word and deed is 
to do seemingly incredible things to deliver us from the sin 
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to which we are so inveterately inclined. He sent his divine 
Son to become man and save us from sin and death, 
bestowing on us by the ongoing ministry of his Church a 
share in his own divine life. Thus are our prospects 
changed — not necessarily our sufferings and certainly not 
our struggles. But the outcome now can be a superlatively 
good one if we live in and by grace, and make it our 
business not to fall from the state of grace. If we do, we 
must repent and regain the state of grace. Thus can we 
become saints. Ultimately, why is this? This is all because 
of the fact that God is a God rich in mercy. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 18:9- 
14), which presents us with two individuals in our Lord’s 
parable. The one sees nothing in himself requiring the 
mercy of God, while the other sees that he is filled with all 
that needs the divine mercy. It is this latter person whom 
our Lord holds up for our emulation. He could only say 
over and over again before the Lord of all, “O God, be 
merciful to me a sinner.” John Henry Newman once wrote 
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that this prayer expresses the essence of authentic religion, 
granted man’s true condition. Let us take to heart our 
Lord’s words: “I say to you, this man went home justified 
whereas the other did not. Every one who exalts himself 
will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” Let us be deeply devoted to the divine mercy. 

-- 
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Fourth Week of Lent 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 66:10-11 Rejoice, Jerusalem, 
and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 

Collect O God, who through your Word reconcile the 
human race to yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, 
that with prompt devotion and eager faith the Christian 
people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the JJoly Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Chronicles 36:14-16.19-23; Psalm 
137:1-6; Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:14-21 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
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that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already because he has 
not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. This 
is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come 
into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But 
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it 
may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done 
through God. (John 3:14-21) 

The Revelation of God I remember hearing of a 
couple who went on a picnic with their small child near a 
river. For a brief moment the parents had to leave the child 
to attend to something and out came a crocodile which 
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made straight for the child. The family dog immediately 
attacked the crocodile in defence of the child, and the dog 
was taken instead. The child was left unharmed. The dog 
was acting simply on instinct, and while that animal 
instinct could not be called love, it served to reflect 
protective human love. Indeed, it reflected the love of God 
who gave the dog its being. I remember seeing a nature 
documentary film of a cat with its baby kittens. Out came 
a snake from the bushes and began making for the kittens. 
At danger to itself the cat defended its kittens from the 
snake, attacking the snake and dodging its lunges. At 
length the snake turned and made off. The cat was acting 
purely on instinct, but that instinct to protect was a 
reflection of love, the love that is God the Creator. 
Knowing that God is love (because he has revealed this to 
be so), we can see many reflections of God in the world. 
Everywhere in the realm of living things, one living thing 
lives on another. Small fish are devoured by larger fish. 
Plants are devoured by various animals. One animal preys 
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on another, and man lives by harvesting living plants, and 
by consuming the animals he kills. That is to say, one 
thing is given up for the sake of another. One living thing 
loses its life that another might gain. One thing is 
sacrificed that another may have life. While one person 
observing this sees only unnecessary savagery and 
anything but the imprint of a loving God, another person 
who knows that love is the foundation of the universe sees 
in it a glimmer of that unseen foundation. While within the 
non-human realm the overtaking of one thing by and for 
the sake of another is just a matter of unthinking instinct, 
inasmuch as it comes from the hand of a loving God, it 
speaks of the self-sacrificing love of God. In this sense 
Nature is the voice of its Creator. Let the observer of 
Nature notice the imprint of the Creator’s love, for this 
pattern of being given up for the sake of another is surely a 
reflection of sacrificial love, the love that is behind the 
universe, the love of God the Creator. 



This is not to speak of the love that is very evident in 
mankind, the human love one for the other that is so often 
manifestly sacrificial. Far more does this reflect the love 
of God. But while the world shows the imprint of God, 
what more than anything reveals the love of God is the 
Person and the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. In our 
Gospel today (John 3:14-21) our Lord tells Nicodemus that 
“God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son so 
that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may 
have eternal life.” Imagine the sacrifice this was to the 
Father! The Father and the Son had given themselves to 
one another in the Holy Spirit for all eternity in a 
communion of love utterly beyond our imagining. But the 
Father loved us so much that he sent his Son to save us 
from our sins. The Son for his part did not cling to his 
heavenly state but gave it up to assume the lowly condition 
of man, and as man became lowlier still out of love for us, 
by dying on a cross. It was God’s sacrifice for our 
redemption. All our life let us contemplate what our Lord 
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and the Father did for each of us through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Christ died not for himself, but for each of us. 
In some mysterious way he united himself to every man 
and woman in history and assumed the burden of their 
disobedience to God. He made up for this disobedience by 
his obedience in the midst of unimaginable sufferings. It 
was done out of love. By his death on the Cross our Lord 
atoned for the sins of all mankind. In doing this broke the 
power of sin that holds all of us in its power, and opened 
up for each of us the prospect of holiness. God’s loving 
redemption of man from sin is a specifically Christian 
doctrine. Islam, for instance, has no doctrine of an original 
sin handed on to all and into which we are born, and from 
which we need to be redeemed. It certainly does not look 
on Christ as man’s Redeemer, let alone as God made man. 
Christ is simply an inspired teacher like, but less than, 
Mahomet. Let us contemplate and realize the beauty and 
the necessity of Christ and the Christian religion, revealed 
by God and necessary for man. What is at stake is 
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redemption from sin and personal sanctification. Every 
man and woman needs the Person of Christ — absolutely 
needing him because only Christ has brought about our 
redemption. He is the only way to the Father: I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life, he said. He who sees me, 
sees the Father. The Father and I are one. 

Only Christ can make us holy. Christ has died for 
each, for each person in the world, including Mahomet and 
every one of his followers, every Hindu, every agnostic, 
every atheist. Let us embrace the person and the work of 
Christ ourselves, and bring this good news of God’s love in 
Christ to every person, and invite that person to know, love 
and follow Jesus who is the embodiment and the revelation 
of the love of God. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
No.595-605 (The Trial of Jesus) 







777 


Monday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):7-8 As for me, I trust in 
the Lord. Let me be glad and rejoice in your mercy, for 
you have seen my affliction. 

Collect O God, who renew the world through mysteries 
beyond all telling, grant, we pray, that your Church may be 
guided by your eternal design and not be deprived of your 
help in this present age. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 29; John 4:43-54 

After two days Jesus left for Galilee. Jesus himself 
had pointed out that a prophet has no honour in his own 
country. When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans 
welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in 
Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been 
there. Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had 
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turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal 
official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man 
heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he 
went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who 
was close to death. “Unless you people see miraculous 
signs and wonders, ” Jesus told him, “you will never 
believe. ” The royal official said, “Sir, come down before 
my child dies. ” Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will 
live. ” The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 
While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the 
news that his boy was living. When he enquired as to the 
time when his son got better, they said to him, “The fever 
left him yesterday at the seventh hour. ” Then the father 
realised that this was the exact time at which Jesus had 
said to him, Your son will live. So he and all his household 
believed. This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus 
performed, having come from Judea to Galilee. (John 4:43- 
54) 



779 


The Will To Believe One of the burning and most 
intractable of philosophical questions over the last century 
or two has been that of certitude, which is to say the 
possibility of being certain about something. This is an 
especially acute matter for religious faith because one can 
scarcely believe properly in God and Christ if one is not (or 
cannot be) certain about him. In 1847, John Henry 
Newman, famous Anglican convert and now an ordained 
Catholic priest, was still in Rome (after studies there) 
preparing to be an Oratorian. During these months he 
wrote his first novel. It was published anonymously early 
the following year, its title being Loss and Gain: The Story 
of a Convert. It is the story of a young Oxford student and 
graduate whose path to Catholicism is chronicled. Late in 
the novel the hero, Charles Reding, meets a Catholic priest 
on the train. In their conversation the priest emphasizes the 
fundamental importance of the decision of the will, aided 
by grace, for assent to the Catholic Faith. Charles says to 
the priest that there is a great temptation operating in many 



780 


well-informed and excellent men to find fault with the 
evidence for Catholicity. They then give over the search 
on the excuse that there were arguments on both sides. 
The fact that there are arguments on both sides, that there 
are some grounds for an opposite opinion and that there is 
something of a venture involved in the assent of faith, 
becomes the motive for refusing to assent. How can real 
certainty ever be attained, when Reason is confronted by 
conflicting probabilities (or arguments)? People expect 
that their reason must be subdued by evidence in order to 
assent to something. “This,” answered the priest, “is the 
grievous deficiency in Englishmen altogether. Englishmen 
have many gifts, faith they have not. ... and when they 
shall recognize this defect in themselves, and try to remedy 
it, then they will recognize much more, they will be on the 
road very shortly to be Catholics.” He then said quietly, 
“What is to make one believe? The will, his will... if belief 
does not then follow, the fault lies with the will.” So then, 
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absolute certainty (which is a factor of true faith) is the 
fruit of an act of the will, sustained by grace. 

Such a conversation reminds us of the matter of faith. 
More precisely, it reminds us of the will to believe. If I 
lack the will to believe in Christ and his Church, reasons to 
believe will help, but they alone will not give me this will. 
If I am to believe, I must exercise personal choice. What 
do I mean here? Take an example. When I was a child and 
in my early youth, I had a real interest in art, drawing and 
painting. I was judged to be very good at it. But because 
of various other circumstances, requirements and activities 
I neglected it and it passed out of my life. I have not 
engaged in art since my boyhood — basically because I 
have lost interest in it. However, at various points I have 
seen good reasons to take it up again. The reasons are 
there, but what was needed was an act of the will. I had to 
make a decision to act on some of those reasons and re¬ 
enter that sphere of activity. I am sure it would be a good 
thing were I to do this. While I am not now interested, the 
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basic thing is that I have not made a decision to revive my 
interest in engaging in art. I have too many other things 
that I am committed to, and these are the object of my 
choice. All I am saying here is that recognizing good 
reasons for assenting to some course of action is not 
sufficient for the doing of it. There must be a decision, an 
act of the will. But there is something more. That act of 
the will, that decision, is not likely to be made if there is 
not in place certain features of character — which is to say 
a disposition to do so. There is a certain interaction 
between the decision of the will and disposition of 
character, such that disposition prepares the way for certain 
choices. Particular decisions mould the character’s 
dispositions. Now, these observations are meant only to 
illustrate the importance of the will, the importance of 
personal decision, in the act of religious faith. It is faith 
our Lord is requiring in the Gospel of today. If I am to 
believe in Jesus Christ, it is not enough to recognize good 
reasons for believing in Christ. I must make a decision on 
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the matter and act — and for this I need the help of God’s 
grace because of weakness of will and very faulty 
dispositions. Decisions to believe will form the character, 
and character thus formed will support the decisions. 

In our Gospel today (John 4:43-54) the royal official 
asks our Lord to come and heal his son who was close to 
death. Our Lord pressed him on his faith. He wanted a 
profession of it, one that was not simply the result of seeing 
signs and wonders. He wanted a decision to believe: 
“Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” 
Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” Our Lord 
received that profession of faith: “Sir, come down before 
my child dies.” With that, Jesus replied, “You may go. 
Your son will live.” Let us remember that faith in God and 
Christ requires a decision aided by grace. Let us make that 
decision, renew it daily, and live in a manner consistent 
with it — always asking for the gift of grace. 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 55:1 All who are thirsty, come 
to the waters, says the Lord. Though you have no money, 
come and drink with joy. 

Collect May the venerable exercises of holy devotion 
shape the hearts of your faithful, O Lord, to welcome 
worthily the Paschal Mystery and proclaim the praises of 
your salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 47:1-9.12; Psalm 45; 

John 5:1-3.5-16 

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a 
feast of the Jews. Now there is in Jerusalem near the 
Sheep Gate a pool, which in Hebrew is called Bethesda 
and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here 
a great number of disabled people used to lie — the blind, 
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the lame, the paralysed. One who was there had been an 
invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying 
there and having known that he had been in this condition 
for a long time, he asked him, Do you want to get well? 
Sir, the invalid replied, I have no-one to help me into the 
pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, 
someone else goes down ahead of me. Then Jesus said to 
him, Get up! Pick up your mat and walk. At once the man 
was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on 
which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jews said 
to the man who had been healed, It is the Sabbath; the law 
forbids you to carry your mat. But he replied, The man 
who made me well said to me, Pick up your mat and 
walk. ’ So they asked him, Who is this fellow who told you 
to pick it up and walk? The man who was healed had no 
idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd 
that was there. Later Jesus found him at the temple and 
said to him, See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you. The man went away 



786 


and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, 
the Jews persecuted him. (John 5:1-16) 

Will It! The so-called Age of Reason was a period, 
usually considered to be roughly the 18th century, in which 
the power of reason was revered as the means of attaining 
true reformation and knowledge. It promoted a particular 
vision of science and intellectual interchange and opposed, 
as its devotees saw it, superstition, intolerance and abuses 
in church and state. This “superstition” and “intolerance” 
included revealed religion because it admitted religious 
authority as a ground of faith — rather than, simply, 
personal experience and rational reflection. An example of 
this (commonly called) “rationalism” was the famous 
pamphlet written by Thomas Paine, The Age of Reason; 
Being an Investigation of True and Fabulous Theology, 
which challenges the religion of Church and Bible. 
Published in three parts (in 1794, 1795, and 1807), it 
caused a short-lived revival of deism — the “religion” or 
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knowledge of God constructed by rational reflection on the 
things accessible to the senses. In a word, it was an age 
when very many deemed the act of religious faith 
unreasonable. One of the principal concerns of John Henry 
Newman’s life was to defend the reasonableness of faith in 
dogmatic religion, the religion of Creed and Dogma. 
Among the things he established was that “Reason” could 
not be reduced to the rationalist understanding of it — in 
other words to the mere processes of formal demonstration 
and induction. Real “Reason” included the first principles 
and assumptions from which it proceeded, which involved 
the moral character of the person using his reason. The 
judgment a person makes on the state of the case before 
him is dependent not just on his reasoning power but also 
on his assumptions and his moral character. At root, the 
will is decisive in one’s perceptions, one’s judgments and 
(of course) one’s actions. This hearkens back to an issue 
among the scholastics of the high middle ages: which is the 
predominant faculty of man, his intellect or his will? 



788 


Aquinas came down for the intellect, Bonaventure and 
Scotus for the will. I think a study of Newman can help us 
see the case for Bonaventure and Scotus. While awareness 
and judgment is basic, it is decisively affected by the will 
— by a man’s moral stand, however obscure in its roots 
this may be. Fundamental to Thomas Paine’s use of 
“reason” was the will. That is to say, what he wanted, 
chose and decided , determined the course of his misplaced 
idea of “reason”. 

All this is to say that a fundamental question in the 
life of man is what he wants. What he really wants will be 
decisive in how and to what he reasons. Be all this as it 
may, it brings us to a most important question which our 
Lord chose to direct to the crippled man in our Gospel 
today (John 5:1-16). It is intriguing: “One who was there 
had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw 
him lying there and having known that he had been in this 
condition for a long time, he asked him, Do you want to get 
well?” We might wonder why our Lord asked him this — 
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surely it was evident that he wanted to be well! But it must 
have been far from evident because our Lord began by 
asking him if he really did want to be well again. Through 
long inactivity and idleness, though sick he may have 
become content in such a life-style. It may have gradually 
become a moral matter, a matter of the will. He replied to 
our Lord’s question by explaining that people always beat 
him to the waters when they were stirred, so he never did 
get the chance of a healing. But this may have been 
something of an excuse — we do not know. The point 
here, though, is that our Lord asked him if he really wanted 
to be well again. Our Lord was confronting him with the 
question of what he really wanted in life. He was putting 
his finger on the basic issue. It was one thing to know the 
advantages of getting to the pool, of regaining full health, 
of doing something constructive with his life, in a word, of 
doing things, of real action whatever that might be. It was 
another thing to want it. On different occasions our Lord, 
when presented with some need, asked what the person 
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wanted of him. When the blind man Bar Timaeus found 
himself in the presence of Jesus, our Lord asked him what 
he wanted him to do for him (Mark 10:51). There are 
instances in the Gospels in which our Lord does not ask 
such a question — for example when he stepped forward 
and raised to life the widow of Nain’s son. But clearly she 
would have wanted such a blessing. In our Lord’s teaching 
on prayer, he tells us to seek and we shall find, to knock 
and the door will be opened — for God our Father will 
give good things to those who ask him (Matthew 7:7-12). 
God will look kindly on our good and godly desires. But 
we must have those desires. Do we have them? 

Mention was made of St Thomas Aquinas and his 
emphasis on the intellect of man. It is often said, however, 
that it is recorded somewhere that he was once asked how 
one attains sanctity. “Will it!” was Aquinas’s answer. 
What we want is decisive. We must cultivate great and 
holy desires, pre-eminently the desire to be absolutely 
pleasing to God. This we do by living in the friendship of 
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Jesus Christ and being his constant disciple. This is the 
true flourishing of man, this is his true well-being. Let us 
hear the question of our Lord to the cripple as directed to 
us: Do you want to get well? This means, do you want to 
follow me? Let our answer be an unambiguous Yes! Let 
us pray for the grace of truly wanting this. 


Second reflection: (John 5:1-16) 

Great Desires Our Gospel text tells us that the sick 
man’s illness had lasted for thirty-eight years, which is to 
say since before our Lord was bom, and that Jesus “knew 
(Greek: gnous ) he had been in this condition for a long 
time.” Perhaps our Lord had seen him during some of his 
annual journeys to Jerusalem to visit the Temple since his 
youth. Perhaps on seeing him our Lord saw all of sick 
humanity, not only physically sick but morally and 
spiritually sick as well. Mankind “had been in this 
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condition for a long time.” The sick man said in reply to 
our Lord’s question, “I have no one to put me into the 
pool” (John 5:1-16), and in this he spoke for all mankind: 
man is of himself helpless, quite unable to deliver himself 
from his fallen condition. There is much in our scene 
today that is symbolic and full of evocative signals. There 
stands the Redeemer, and before him lies the sick man, 
lying prostrate where he has been for a long time. The 
Redeemer of man has arrived to bring new life to fallen 
mankind through the water of life. The water of life flows 
from the Temple, as we read in our first reading (Ezechiel 
47:1-9.12), and the new Temple is Christ, as our Lord 
explained earlier in the Gospel of St John. But there is 
more to it than this. Our Lord asks a most illuminating 
question. He asks, “Do you want to get well?” (John 5:1- 
16). As pointed out in the reflection above, perhaps the 
sick man was more or less content to remain in his 
condition or at least had long become somewhat used to it 
and scarcely yearned any more for a change. At least our 
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Lord was challenging him to desire something more 
because our Lord would not have wanted to impose his 
healing. That question is one our Lord directs to each one 
of us because we too are helpless in our sins if we do not 
rely on his help and grace. Our Lord plans our full 
spiritual restoration, a profound sanctification — but he 
will not impose it. We must want it and ask for what God 
wants for us, which is to say the water of divine life 
coming to us from the gift of the Holy Spirit who has been 
poured into our hearts like life-giving water. The sick man 
had to go to the pool of water. The pool is now within us. 
As our Lord says elsewhere in this same Gospel of St John, 
it is a pool within us welling up to eternal life. That pool is 
the Holy Spirit whom Christ has given to us through the 
ministry and the sacraments of the Church. 

Let us ask our Lord to give us a profound desire to be 
sanctified and to cooperate with his action. Let us see 
ourselves in that sick man, with Christ before us. He asks, 
“Do you want to get well?” Let us say a firm yes, asking 
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him to enable us to partake deeply of the life-giving water 
of the Holy Spirit who flows from the new Temple, Christ. 
As St Paul would write, “This is the will of God, your 
sanctification.” 


Vb»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 69 (68): 14 I pray to you, O Lord, 
for a time of your favour. In your great mercy, answer me, 
O God, with your salvation that never fails. 

Collect O God, who reward the merits of the just and 
offer pardon to sinners who do penance, have mercy, we 
pray, on those who call upon you, that the admission of our 
guilt may serve to obtain your pardon for our sins. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145: 8-9, 13-14, 

17-18; John 5:17-30 

Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work 
to this very day, and I, too, am working. ” For this reason 
the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he 
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own 
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Father, making himself equal with God. Jesus gave them 
this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For 
the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, 
to your amazement he will show him even greater things 
than these. For just as the Father raises the dead and 
gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is 
pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but 
has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honour 
the Son just as they honour the Father. He who does not 
honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent him. 
I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell 
you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who 
hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he 
has granted the Son to have life in himself. And he has 
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given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 
Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all 
who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out — 
those who have done good will rise to live, and those who 
have done evil will rise to be condemned. By myself I can 
do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, 
for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. (John 
5:17-30) 

Love for Christ In 1810 there arrived in England 
on a ship from Cadiz a Spaniard who would spend the next 
few years writing on Spanish affairs in a newly-founded 
magazine, El Espahol (The Spaniard). The man’s name 
was Jose Maria Blanco y Crespo (1775-1841), known in 
England over the next thirty-one years as Joseph Blanco 
White. For his work with El Espahol, the British 
government awarded him a modest pension. In his writing, 
Blanco entered the debate over the future of the Spanish 
colonies in America. At first he defended limited 
autonomy, but he soon concluded that appeals for 
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understanding were useless. He then recommended the 
complete independence of Latin America. His closest 
friends in Spain turned against him and accused him of 
treason. He left this work and moved on to other things — 
including, at the end of 1822, work on writing the main 
part of a journal intended for Spanish America, called 
‘Variedades.’ He carried on this for three years. There 
were other elements in the unusual life of Blanco White, 
but the most striking and tragic was that he had abandoned 
the Catholic priesthood, had lapsed into a form of atheism, 
resumed religion and took Anglican orders, finally gave up 
this and died a deist in the Unitarian Church. I mention his 
activism in respect to the Spanish colonies in Latin 
America mainly in order to introduce another figure. This 
other man was a native of Latin America itself, one who 
also called for the independence of the Spanish colonies, 
and in particular of his native Cuba. His name was Felix 
Varela y Morales (1788-1853), a younger contemporary of 
Blanco White. Varela studied in the Seminary and the 
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University of Havana, and (like Blanco White over in 
Spain) was ordained to the Catholic Priesthood (in the 
Cathedral of Havana, Cuba). He taught on the Seminary 
faculty and educated many illustrious Cubans with great 
distinction. Varela joined in a petition to the Spanish 
Crown for the independence of Latin America, and also 
published an essay which argued for the abolition of 
slavery in Cuba. For such statements, Father Varela was 
sentenced to death by the Spanish government. Before he 
could be arrested, however, he sought refuge in Gibraltar 
and later emigrated to the United States, where he spent the 
rest of his life. 

Now, the significant thing about Father Varela’s life 
— as against Blanco White — was the magnificence of his 
priesthood. He was a totally dedicated Catholic priest, 
highly intelligent and able, and loved the poor and those 
who suffered. He became a defender of immigrant rights 
and of the poor Irish immigrants. In 1824 he began to 
publish in Philadelphia an independent journal, El 
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Habanero, which was one of the first Spanish-language 
newspapers in the United States. He published many 
articles about human rights, as well as multiple essays on 
religious tolerance, on co-operation between the English 
and Spanish-speaking communities, and the importance of 
education. He published other newspapers in Spanish and 
became Vicar General of the Diocese of New York in 
1837, which covered a most extensive territory. He died 
on February 25, 1853, in Florida. His remains were moved 
to Havana on August 22, 1912, and buried at Aula Magna, 
near Havana University. In 1988, on the bicentennial of 
his birth, the U.S. postal service issued a $0.32 stamp in 
his name. Importantly, his cause for canonization has been 
introduced - which, of course, is his greatest distinction. 
How different were Blanco White and Felix Varela! Both, 
coincidentally, pressed for the independence of the Spanish 
Fatin American colonies. Blanco White abandoned Christ 
and the priesthood, while Felix Varela was utterly given 
over to his priesthood and to the love of Jesus Christ and 
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those in need. Varela, a Cuban, was a great priest who 
served the Church and society in Cuba and the United 
States with distinction. All of this brings us to our Gospel 
passage today (John 5:17-30), in which our Lord states that 
“He who does not honour the Son does not honour the 
Father, who sent him. I tell you the truth, whoever hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and 
will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to 
life.” Varela did not serve the poor and the suffering by his 
agitation and writings simply as a compassionate activist 
fired by a sense of mere natural justice. His fundamental 
inspiration was his love for Jesus Christ and his word. He 
had passed over from death to life, and saw in each person 
one beloved of God. 

Our passage today begins with our Lord’s striking 
statement: “My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I, too, am working.” Let us do good for love of 
Jesus Christ and our heavenly Father. Our Lord goes on to 
say that “those who have done good will rise to live, and 
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those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” The 
Letter to the Hebrews exhorts us in the following words: 
“Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us” (Hebrews 12:1). 
Father Felix Varela was a shining example of those who 
“follow the Lamb wherever he goes” (Revelation 14:4). 
Let us make this our goal. 


Second reflection: (John 5:17-30) 

God and Man There are various instances in 
history, especially in classical times, of rulers seeking and 
claiming divine honours. Alexander the Great expected 
this at least towards the end of his short and extraordinary 
career, and various of the Roman emperors expected this 
recognition from their subjects. But of course they were 
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pagans and lived in a belief system that included numerous 
gods. A god was a very limited being with some natural 
and supernatural influence. But the God of Israel was 
unique - he had no rival. Israel knew that he was one and 
unique, and the sole creator of all. All things looked to him 
for their being and their life. He alone was to be 
worshipped. Now, consider how Christ spoke of the one 
God. He spoke of him as his very own father, in the sense 
that no one else had the same relationship. As Son, he 
shared his heavenly Father’s life. No other holy figure or 
prophet of the Old Testament spoke of his relationship with 
the living God in the way Jesus did. The leaders of the 
Jews (“the Jews”) saw the point clearly, and it shocked 
them. St John tells us (John 5:17-30) that they “tried all 
the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the 
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, 
making himself equal with God.” Jesus Christ made 
himself “equal with God.” As we read these words in St 
John’s Gospel expressing not only our Lord’s revelation of 



804 


himself but also the unmistakable impression conveyed 
even to his enemies, let us contemplate the Lord Jesus 
Christ! He is man — which was very evident to all — and 
yet God, of the same nature as the Father. He is the same 
as the Father in his nature — as God. Yet as the Father’s 
Son, he is distinct in his Person from the Person of the 
Father. We ought be filled more and more with praise of 
Jesus Christ for who he is. He stands in history as one 
unique in the fullness and beauty of his humanity and in 
the grandeur of his divinity. He is humble before his 
heavenly Father, acknowledging that he has received all 
from the Father: “For as the Father has life in himself, so 
he has granted the Son to have life in himself’ (John 5:17- 
30). Very importantly, our Lord tells us in simple terms 
what he has come to do for us. He “gives life to whom he 
is pleased to give it.” Elsewhere our Lord tells us that he 
has come that we may have life and have it in abundance. 
Christ the Son of God receives life from the Father and he 
in turn gives this divine life to us. 
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Let us never take the Person of our Lord for granted, 
but on the contrary let us be constantly appreciating anew 
who he really is, approaching him in prayer daily 
(especially in the Eucharist) with love and reverence. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect We invoke your mercy in humble prayer, O Lord, 
that you may cause us, your servants, corrected by penance 
and schooled by good works, to persevere sincerely in your 
commands and come safely to the paschal festivities. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 105; John 5:31-47 

Jesus said, If I testify about myself my testimony is 
not valid. There is another who testifies in my favour, and 
I know that his testimony about me is valid. You have sent 
to John and he has testified to the truth. Not that I accept 
human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 
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John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose 
for a time to enjoy his light. I have testimony weightier 
than that of John. For the very work that the Father has 
given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the 
Father has sent me. And the Father who sent me has 
himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his 
voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for 
you do not believe the one he sent. You diligently study the 
Scriptures because you think that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 
yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept 
praise from men, but I know you. I know that you do not 
have the love of God in your hearts. I have come in my 
Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone 
else comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can 
you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make 
no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only 
God? But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. 
Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you 
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believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about 
me. But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are 
you going to believe what I say? (John 5:31-47) 

Testimony Our Lord readily allows that his claims 
needed supports, or persuasive indicators, enabling the 
mind to accept them. Jewish legal tradition expected two 
or three witnesses to sustain a claim in a court 
(Deuteronomy 19:15), and the Book of Deuteronomy gives 
various indicators for the acceptance of a true prophet. For 
instance, there is the fulfilment of a prophet’s prediction 
(Deuteronomy 18:22). Another indicator is his doctrine: a 
prophet who enticed people to other gods is thereby 
discounted as a true prophet (Deuteronomy 13:1-3). In our 
passage today, our Lord pointed to sources of testimony on 
his behalf. There was John the Baptist. There were “the 
works that the Father had given” him to finish. There was 
the testimony of the Father who sent him: he “has himself 
testified concerning me.” Fourthly, there was the 
testimony of the Scriptures: they “testify about me.” To 
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take the first: very many accepted that John was a prophet, 
and our Lord says here that “John was a lamp that burned 
and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.” 
Our Lord had said John was “more than a prophet” (Luke 
7:24-26) — indeed, that there was no greater bom of 
woman than he. Well, the Gospels (and other parts of the 
New Testament) make plain that John had testified to 
Jesus. This testimony had been given just before our Lord 
began his public ministry — and during it too. From 
John’s initial testimony Christ gained his first and greatest 
disciples: John and Andrew, and from them Simon Peter 
(John 1:37-42). Then, one may surmise, Christ may have 
gained James through John his brother. On one occasion 
our Lord challenged his enemies to declare whether John’s 
baptism was from God (Mark 11:30) — meaning, whether 
John had been sent as a prophet. If they admitted this, they 
would have to admit his testimony about Jesus. John the 
Evangelist had been a disciple of John the Baptist, and he 
devotes much of his first chapter to John’s exalted 
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testimony about Jesus. But even apart from John’s 
testimony, there were our Lord’s astounding “works.” No 
prophet worked miracles with such ease and frequency as 
did Jesus Christ. Some prophets of the past had worked 
miracles - not all had. John, the greatest of them, worked 
none at all. On one occasion our Lord, in the presence of 
his enemies, calmly forgave the sins of a paralysed man. 
He then proved he had a divine authority for this by 
exercising divine power over the paralysis. He instantly 
cured the paralytic. 

But the Father himself had intervened too. At our 
Lord’s baptism, the heavens had opened and in a 
manifestly significant fashion a dove had swooped down to 
rest on his head, somehow making it plain that the Holy 
Spirit had descended on him just as he had on others in the 
past. We read that, a millennium before, Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed David in the midst of his brothers, 
“and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from 
that day forward.” Then Samuel left for Ramah (1 Samuel 
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16:13). When the Spirit came upon Jesus at his baptism, 
the voice of the Father was heard: “You are my Son, the 
beloved. With you I am well pleased” Mark 1:11). 
Perhaps it was this event especially, though not 
exclusively, that our Lord was referring to in his present 
address to this audience. It may be that the intervention of 
the Father had been witnessed and was more widely 
known, together with John’s testimony. But apart from 
this, there is our Lord’s constant consciousness and inner 
vision of the Father. He says to his critics: “You have 
never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word 
dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.” Our 
Lord saw “his form” and heard his voice, and “his word” 
had always dwelt in him. We remember the occasion 
when, as a youth, he was found in the Temple by Mary and 
Joseph, engaged in discussion with the dumbfounded 
doctors of the Law. He said to Mary his mother, did you 
not know I must be in my Father’s house — (or) about my 
Father’s business? He had the Father ever before him, 
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indescribably near and within. On the mountain he was 
transfigured in glory, and the voice of the Father was heard 
as it had been at his baptism. “This is my Son, the beloved. 
Listen to him!” (Mark 9:7). Finally, there were the 
Scriptures: “You diligently study the Scriptures because 
you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are 
the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come 
to me to have life.” Christ repeatedly declared that the 
Scriptures wrote of him — including his Passion, Death 
and Resurrection. “Your accuser is Moses, on whom your 
hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would believe 
me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe 
what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” 
(John 5:31-47). 

Let us allow each of these great indicators to nourish 
our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God made man. 
Importantly, let us beware lest the state of our hearts 
constitute a serious obstacle to perceiving the persuasive 
character of these testimonies. Our Lord alludes to this 
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profoundly moral factor: “I know that you do not have the 
love of God in your hearts. I have come in my Father's 
name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else 
comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you 
believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no 
effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?” 
Blessed are the pure of heart, our Lord said, for they shall 
see God. Let us strive to be good seed for the word of 
Christ — and produce its fruit. 


Second reflection: (John 5:31-47) 

Christ and the Father What was it that filled the 
heart of Jesus Christ? It was the living presence of his 
heavenly Father. If we search the Gospels to know “what 
made him tick” (as we might say colloquially), we see 
plenty of evidence that it was his knowledge and love of 
his Father. From his early years he showed this. The 
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earliest words recorded of him are those he used in reply to 
his parents when they found him in the Temple. “Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” or, 
alternatively, “Did you not know that I must be about my 
Father’s business?” It was his heavenly Father who filled 
his heart and his life, and in his Father he loved all others 
too. During his public ministry this closeness to his Father 
was what distinguished his inner life, and it was what he 
said about his relationship to his Father which aroused such 
opposition from the leaders of the Jews. He spoke of God 
as his own Father, making himself equal to God. In our 
passage today, we have further light into our Lord’s 
relationship with his Father. He accuses his critics of never 
hearing his Father’s voice, of never having “seen his form, 
nor does his word dwell in you” (John 5:31-47). Consider 
our Lord’s words here, and how he himself has heard the 
Father’s “voice” and seen his “form”. Our Lord knows the 
Father face to face, knows exactly what he is like and hears 
him constantly. Our Lord’s contact with the Father 
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Almighty is immediate, intimate, constant, and ineffable. 
At his baptism the Father made his voice heard, as he did at 
the Transfiguration. The Father had sent him, and he had 
come in the name of his Father. Our Lord came in order 
that we might have life. His opponents “refuse to come to 
me for life.” 

Let us contemplate the Person of Jesus and his 
relationship to the Father, and how a share in the life of 
God is made available to us by coming to him. He is the 
Saviour of the world. Let us meditate on the beautiful text 
of today’s Gospel in which our Lord speaks of his 
relationship with the Father, and how life for us is to be 
found in him. 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 54 (53):3-4 O God, save me by 
your name; by your power, defend my cause. O God, hear 
my prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth. 

Collect O God, who have prepared fitting helps for us in 
our weakness, grant, we pray, that we may receive their 
healing effects with joy and reflect them in a holy way of 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:1.12-22; Psalm 33; 

John 7:1-2.10.25-30 

Jesus moved around in Galilee; he did not wish to 
travel in Judea, because the Jews were trying to kill him. 
The Jewish feast of Tabernacles was near. When his 
brothers had gone up to the feast, he himself also went up, 
not openly but as it were in secret. Some of the inhabitants 
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of Jerusalem said, “Is he not the one they are trying to 
kill? And look, he is speaking openly and they say nothing 
to him. Could the authorities have realized that he is the 
Christ? But we know where he is from. When the Christ 
comes, no one will know where he is from. ” So Jesus cried 
out in the temple area as he was teaching and said, “You 
know me and also know where I am from. Yet I did not 
come on my own, but the one who sent me, whom you do 
not know, is true. I know him, because I am from him, and 
he sent me. ” So they tried to arrest him, but no one laid a 
hand upon him, because his hour had not yet come. (John 
7:1-2, 10, 25-30) 

God’s Ways Christ showed himself as possessed of 
immense power. There was nothing he could not do if he 
chose to do it. At a word, when woken from a deep 
slumber, he calmed a storm at sea. He strode along the 
surface of the sea in the midst of wind and turbulence. He 
effortlessly ordered demons to depart from persons 
possessed by them. He calmly raised people from the very 
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dead — a child, a young man at Nain, and his friend 
Lazarus — who had been dead in the tomb for four days. 
With a few pieces of bread and fish, he fed thousands — 
with quantities of food left over. If people but touched the 
hem of his garment, they were healed of their infirmities. 
He could tell what was going on way out of sight and 
hearing — he told Nathanael that he saw him under the fig 
tree, and this immediately won Nathanael. He could read 
hearts to the depths — on announcing publicly the doctrine 
of the Eucharist, he stated that one of his own, one of the 
Twelve, was a devil. It was Judas. Apart from this 
prowess of supernatural power, no-one could get the better 
of him in confrontation, debate or in mastery of, say, the 
Scriptures. He finally left his opponents silenced and no- 
one dared debate with him any more, though they 
continued their scheming. Crowds upon crowds followed 
him and it was only because of his uncompromising and 
supernatural doctrine that many left him — including many 
of his disciples. To let our imaginations run a little wild, if 
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he had chosen a temporal glory, he could have employed 
powers absolutely beyond the likes of Pompey, Caesar, or 
other fallen mortals. But, of course, his kingdom was not 
of this world. That said, let us observe one thing in our 
Gospel passage today. Despite his powers he submitted to 
being hemmed in by his enemies “the Jews,” as John in his 
Gospel calls the Jewish religious authorities. He was, in a 
sense, on the run: we read that “Jesus moved around in 
Galilee, he did not wish to travel in Judea, because the 
Jews were trying to kill him.” The “Jews” were especially 
the Temple aristocracy of Jerusalem, the ones who had 
principal influence in the Sanhedrin and who were 
orchestrating in the country a hostile and lethal stance in 
respect to Jesus. Satan was busy among them without their 
realizing it. The prince of this world was on his way. 

As just said, the notable feature of this mounting 
situation was that Jesus Christ, all-holy and supernaturally 
all-powerful, submitted to it. He could disable and expel 
the very demons. He could reduce the force of nature to a 
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placid calm before him. The unbreakable chains of Death 
were smashed at his word. But he did not disable his 
opponents, nor deprive them of their capacity to do him 
harm. Satan was actively working against him throughout 
his ministry. Our Lord told Simon Peter at the Last Supper 
that Satan had demanded that he might sift him like wheat 
(Luke 22:31) — just as Satan had asked to sift God’s 
servant Job (Job l:9-2:6). Satan brought down Judas — all 
of this was directed against Jesus himself. The pattern was 
manifestly that Christ would not use his powers to shield or 
advance himself. He submitted to the demands of the 
Incarnation with its weaknesses and limitations — 
excluding all personal sin. So it is that we see our Lord 
hiding himself when threatened with stoning. Having thus 
eluded them, he left the temple (John 8:59). He did not 
confront and overpower them with their own weapon of 
physical force. That this was available to him had he so 
chosen is clear from his statement in the Garden of 
Gethsemane: “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, 
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and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve 
legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53). Indeed, Satan 
attempted to draw him along this path. We read that he 
tried to get Jesus early on to dazzle the people by displays 
of supernatural might: “If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down from here” (the pinnacle of the temple). He 
offered him world-wide temporal sway: “To you I will give 
all this authority and their glory; for it has been delivered 
to me” (Luke 4:3-13). But no. Jesus Christ took no short¬ 
cuts with signs and wonders. He did not use his powers to 
overcome the world with the means employed by the 
world. He used means that the world despises: obedience 
unto death, even to death on a cross. So God raised him 
above all other names in heaven and on earth, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow (Philippians 2:9-10). 
So it is that in our Gospel today we see our Lord remaining 
in Galilee, and then going up to Jerusalem secretly, being 
threatened with arrest. 
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This seems a slow and difficult way of doing things, 
but evidently it is the best way because it is the way of 
God. When Peter took Jesus aside to argue against this 
business of being mocked, scourged and put to death, our 
Lord turned on him with special severity. You Satan! he 
said. Get behind me — you are not thinking as God thinks, 
but as man thinks. God’s ways of getting the greatest 
things done are very different from what man does. Christ 
is that Way. He teaches us the way to go. It is the way of 
obedience and suffering in adherence to the divine will. 
Failure is so often the path of true success. Christ, hanging 
from the Cross, seemed an abject failure and the leaders 
seemed to have won out. Not at all! We shall succeed 
with Christ if we follow closely in his footsteps. Let us 
make this our ambition, then - asking for the love and the 
grace to do it. 
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Second reflection: (John 7:1-2.10.25-30) 

Providence Our Gospel today tells us of Christ’s 
witness to the truth about himself amid his enemies’ 
mounting hostility. He “went around in Galilee, purposely 
staying away from Judea because the Jews there were 
waiting to take his life.” Then he went up to Jerusalem and 
bore public witness to his knowing the Father and having 
come from him. We are told that “at this they tried to seize 
him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his time had 
not yet come” (John 7:1-2.10.25- 30). The hand of God 
was over all. Our Lord had been sent to fulfil a mission, 
and this he did to perfection. He met with opposition, 
difficulty and betrayal. But nothing could frustrate, 
dominate or negate the all-powerful and loving providence 
of God. The machinations of the enemies of the Truth 
were encompassed by God’s foresight and saving plan. 
For this reason nothing would happen to our Lord till the 
time appointed had come. St Paul in one of his letters 
urges us “to let this mind be in you that was in Christ 
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Jesus.” Part of entering into the mind of Christ and of 
living in union with him is to have a Christ-like conviction 
of the providence of God our heavenly Father: “Because 
his time had not yet come, no one laid a hand on him.” We 
each of us have been given life and placed by God in a 
particular situation and circumstance, with certain 
responsibilities and duties. All of this makes up our 
mission in life, a mission derived from our baptism and the 
plan and providence of God. Our mission in life is to be 
fulfilled in Jesus, by following his path which includes the 
path of the Cross. But fundamental to this will be that we 
have a profound sense of the providence of God our Father. 
We are his children by creation and by baptism into Christ. 
All things are in his hands including and most especially 
everything that makes up the Cross we are called to carry. 
Everything that frustrates our plans and hopes for doing 
good is embraced by the providential plan of God in our 
regard. 
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If we love God and try each day to obey his will, 
offering up difficulties and frustrations, all things will 
somehow come together for the good which God intends 
— as they did pre-eminently and with superabundance in 
the life and Person of his Son. Let us pray for the faith that 
entrusts all we do and all that life brings to the providential 
care of God, while we valiantly and with good humour 
fulfil our God-given work in life. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):5, 7 The waves of 
death rose about me; the pains of the netherworld 
surrounded me. In my anguish I called to the Lord, and 
from his holy temple he heard my voice. 

Collect May the working of your mercy, O Lord, we 
pray, direct our hearts aright, for without your grace we 
cannot find favour in your sight. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-12; 

John 7:40-53 

On hearing his words, some of the people said, Surely 
this man is the Prophet. Others said, He is the Christ. Still 
others asked, How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does 
not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's 
family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived? 
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Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. Some 
wanted to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him. 
Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests 
and Pharisees, who asked them, Why didn't you bring him 
in? No-one ever spoke the way this man does, the guards 
declared. You mean he has deceived you also? the 
Pharisees retorted. Has any of the rulers or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that knows 
nothing of the law — there is a curse on them. Nicodemus, 
who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their 
own number, asked, Does our law condemn a man without 
first hearing him to find out what he is doing? They 
replied, Are you from Galilee, too ? Look into it, and you 
will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee. Then 
each went to his own home. (John 7:40-53) 

Holy Desires The history of thought seems to 
indicate that, no matter how extreme and erroneous the 
philosophy, there will be followers to accept and promote 
it. Conversely, the highest and purest expression of truth 
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and goodness has little chance of winning all. There is the 
fascinating case of the German philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche whose writings gained an international 
reputation after his death in an asylum for the insane. 
Many prominent Americans admired him — Clarence 
Darrow, Walter Lippmann, Jack London, H.L. Mencken, 
Eugene O’Neill, Margaret Sanger, and Upton Sinclair - 
secularists all. He has been taken seriously in the soirees 
of philosophy for the past century, and is a pre-eminent 
example of a root-and-branch rejection of the whole idea of 
revealed religion. The year before the conversion to the 
Catholic Church in 1845 of Anglicanism’s greatest mind of 
the time, John Henry Newman, Nietzsche was born in 
Prussia. He was the son of a Lutheran minister. Educated 
at the University of Bonn, he taught classical philology at 
Basel before resigning because of illness at 35 years of age. 
Over the next ten years he wrote his famous series of 
philosophical works, the most known of which is his Thus 
Spake Zarathustra. Then at 45 years of age he had his 
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mental breakdown and spent the rest of his misused life in 
mental care. For Nietzsche there is no God: “God is dead! 
God remains dead! And we have killed him!”. Human 
nature is determined not by God, not by man’s being 
created in his image, but by the will to power. Truth 
becomes whatever one “wills.” The adventurous aspects of 
life supersede order and rationality. Power is what counts 
rather than truth, and thought is the product of the will. St 
Bonaventure, who himself gave a certain priority to the will 
(as did Scotus), would have been disgusted at Nietzsche’s 
account of man. Nietzsche’s ideal for man is the 
Superman, and Christianity is despicable because it limits 
man’s powers and dignity by notions of sin and humility. 
The point I am making here, though, is that all this was 
deemed by many to be admirable thought. Why was this? 
It was not that Nietzsche proved the case for his 
assumptions. No — they were assumptions, and these 
assumptions were rooted in his preferences. 
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There is a sense, I believe, in which the will can be 
placed at the foundation of an account of man. What you 
think in large measure will flow from your moral life and 
choices, just as your moral life will also be dependent on 
what you think. Let us not digress into a discussion of this, 
except to take Nietzsche as an example of how one’s whole 
position with respect to religion will flow from one’s basic, 
even if hidden, choices. Nietzsche’s philosophy found a 
chord in the response of many others. All of this brings us 
to our Gospel passage today (John 7:40-53), in which we 
see radically divergent attitudes to Jesus Christ. Christ’s 
era was not an era — as ours is — of that godlessness in 
which God is considered to be irrelevant, unnecessary, 
absent or dead. It certainly was an era of religious claims, 
and the greatest of religious claims were being uttered by 
Jesus Christ. “On hearing his words, some of the people 
said, Surely this man is the Prophet! Others said, fie is the 
Christ! Still others asked, How can the Christ come from 
Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will 
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come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town 
where David lived? Thus the people were divided because 
of Jesus.” The point here is that the roots of this division 
were not merely divergent rational assessments. Rather, 
the moral life, the state of the heart, the preference of the 
soul, all these deeper factors were decisive. This was even 
more clearly the case with many of the leaders: “Some 
wanted to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him. 
Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and 
Pharisees, who asked them, Why didn't you bring him in? 
No-one ever spoke the way this man does, the guards 
declared. You mean he has deceived you also? the 
Pharisees retorted. Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees 
believed in him? No! But this mob that knows nothing of 
the law— there is a curse on them.” There were those who 
hated Jesus Christ, and this was, fundamentally, because of 
the moral condition of their hearts. They were, to refer to 
one of our Lord’s parables, stony ground, ground 
overgrown with thorns, rocky ground, ground that gave the 
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seed that was the word of God no chance. We read the 
ominous and significant end to this Gospel passage: “Then 
each went to his own home” (John 7:53). St John’s 
statement, describing the attitude of their hearts, sounds 
and looks tragically definitive. 

When in the presence of Jesus Christ we must look to 
the state of our hearts, our basic starting points, our 
fundamental choices and preferences. The fact is that only 
God can give us what we need at this level, and he does so 
by his grace. Let us open our hearts to the grace of God, 
asking that he give to us the right desires, and great desires 
that will please him. Do we desire God and his holy will? 
One of the most beautiful scenes in the Gospel is that in 
which the two disciples of John the Baptist follow Jesus. 
He turns and asks about the desire of their hearts : “What 
do you want?” They answer, “Master, where do you live?” 
They wanted to be with him and to be his disciples. Let us 
pray for the gift of wanting what they wanted. It will lead 
to Jesus Christ, to his Church, and to life everlasting. 
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Second reflection: (John 7:40-53) 

Listen to Jesus At the end of St John’s Gospel the 
inspired author concludes, “There were many other things 
that Jesus did; if all were written down, the whole world, I 
suppose, would not hold all the books that would have to 
be written.” The author is telling us that no book, however 
inspired, could hope to express adequately who our Lord 
was and what he did. We must ask the Holy Spirit to teach 
us with the aid of his inspired written word. A case in 
point is our Gospel today in which the people hear our 
Lord speaking of the Father, of himself and of his own 
mission which he received from the Father. Just to have 
heard him convinced many of them. “Several people who 
had been listening to Jesus said, ‘Surely he must be the 
prophet’, and some said, ‘He is the Christ’.” In reactions 
such as these we have hints of the marvellous impression 
made on the hearer whose heart was open to goodness. 
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When the police who had been sent to arrest Jesus returned 
to their superiors they said, “there has never been anybody 
who has spoken like him.” How could it be otherwise, for 
the man to whom they were listening was not only man but 
God. 


Every time we place ourselves in the presence of 
Christ in prayer we ought strive to remember who he is. 
Every time we open the Gospels to read his words and to 
place ourselves in the scene of his activities, we ought 
remember who is the One of whom the Gospel speaks. 
Every time we participate in Mass we ought remember 
who is the One who is really addressing us in the Scripture 
that is read and in the homily that is spoken. Every time 
we participate in the Eucharistic Prayer and witness the 
Consecration and then receive Holy Communion we ought 
remember who it is who has made himself present, together 
with his one Sacrifice of Calvary. We must learn not to 
take our Lord for granted and neglect the wonder and the 
spiritual blessing of his presence and his coming. We will 
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gain this profound appreciation of the Person of the risen 
Jesus if we attend to him, striving to know him with all our 
powers, our mind, heart, imagination, with our all. We 
must not just let Jesus our Lord pass us by, as it were. We 
must attend to him day by day, striving to know him as 
intimately as possible. If we do this, a more and more 
profound love for him will be born and nourished. This 
love will then have to be protected by detachment from 
other loves. 

As we think of the response of our Lord’s hearers, let 
us ask the Holy Spirit to help us so to listen to Jesus that 
we come to know him lovingly. As our Lord said in his 
prayer to the Father during the Last Supper, “Eternal life is 
this, to know you Father and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent.” 
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Fifth Week of Lent 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 43 (42): 1-2 Give me justice, O 
God, and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, 
are my strength. 

Collect By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, 
may we walk eagerly in that same charity with which, out 
of love for the world, your Son handed himself over to 
death. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51: 3-4, 12-15; 

Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 

Now there were some Greeks among those who went 
up to worship at the Feast. They came to Philip, who was 
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from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. Sir, they said, 
we would like to see Jesus. Philip went to tell Andrew; 
Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. Jesus replied, The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you 
the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 
produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose 
it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and 
where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will 
honour the one who serves me. Now my heart is troubled, 
and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name! Then a voice came from heaven, I have 
glorified it, and will glorify it again. The crowd that was 
there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an 
angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, This voice was for 
your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on 
this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 
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But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
to myself. He said this to show the kind of death he was 
going to die. (John 12:20-33) 

The Cross and Sin One of the striking features of 
human history is the development of knowledge. Human 
society has advanced remarkably in its knowledge of 
medicine, science, technology, literature and numerous 
other disciplines. All of these fields of study relate to one 
or other aspect of man and the visible creation. But there is 
one fundamental component of man’s make-up that is 
completely lost from the attention of many. It is the 
presence and the reality of sin, understood as a state of 
alienation from God, as a proneness to rebel against him, 
and as the fact of having rebelled against him. All — or at 
least most — have a sense of wrongdoing. They can see 
that wrongdoing leads to great unhappiness, to harm, to 
strife and to death. By our own reflection we can gain an 
awareness of the moral corruption of our hearts. By that I 
mean it is not hard to become conscious of the fact that we 
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have thoughts and desires that are contrary to what our 
reason tells us should be the case. People understand crime 
and immorality — and so does society because society 
punishes it, even if it continually adjusts its understanding 
of it. The whole world knows that wrongdoing is a 
profound and terrible element in the life of mankind, of 
societies and of each person. But sin is a different matter. 
In modern Western culture, sin is recognized but dimly. If 
it is mentioned, it is done so apologetically, with some 
embarrassment, or, indeed, as something of a joke and 
without seriousness. But the fact is that sin is a profound 
and fundamental element in the nature and the activities of 
man. Many admit the fact of sin, and many more do not 
admit it for sin essentially includes the matter of God. The 
notion of “sin” involves the notion of an offence against 
God. Characteristically modern man does not readily 
accept the reality of a holy God who constantly judges our 
conduct as pleasing or as offensive to him. To have a 
sense of sin implies having a sense of God and of what is 
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offensive to him, whereas having merely a sense of mere 
wrongdoing is quite compatible with being an atheist. But 
now, perhaps it is precisely through attending carefully to 
the conscience that the modern secular person may gain not 
only a sense of right and wrong, but of right and wrong 
precisely as an offence against the God who dwells in the 
conscience — and therefore, a sense of sin. 

Now, over and above the sense of sin which one may 
gain from conscience and personal reflection, in fact God 
has revealed certain things about man’s sin. Man’s sin 
originated with our first parents and their deliberate 
disobedience to God. By his deliberate sin, man alienated 
himself from God and to a great degree ruined the natural 
God-given harmony of his inner condition, and forfeited 
various supernatural gifts. This occurred at the beginning 
of human history. Man fell from a gifted position and 
remained wounded in his nature, and this wounded human 
nature was handed on to all mankind. The whole world 
was affected by that original sin and by the grip that sin 
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gained over every man and woman as a result. Sin became 
the greatest problem of the world, a problem it did not have 
when it came from the hand of God. Man’s undoing - 
springing from his rebellion - was his own doing. To put 
things right he had need of a redeemer. We have been 
given a redeemer and we have the answer to sin at hand. 
The redeemer is Jesus Christ, and the answer to the 
predicament which all of us are in is what our Lord gained 
for us by dying by his Cross, Death and Resurrection. Sin 
is at the root of the evils, the sufferings and the problems of 
the world. There is no bigger problem that we face in our 
own individual lives, and there is no bigger problem that 
mankind in general faces. That problem is sin. The 
answer is to accept the Person of Christ and what he has 
done by dying on the cross, and to follow him as his 
disciple. He freely bore on his own shoulders the sin of the 
world and expiated for it by his own obedience to his 
Father. Christ gained for mankind the forgiveness of sins. 
By his obedient witness to the truth about himself amid 
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suffering, he atoned for the sin of the world and opened up 
to each of us a new divine life to be lived out here on earth 
and enjoyed forever in heaven. Sin is the world’s greatest 
problem, and Jesus Christ is the one and only answer to it. 
At our Baptism, all sin both personal and original, is taken 
away from us. We are left utterly in the grace and life of 
God. But we are left with the inclination to sin, and we do 
sin after Baptism. For the taking away of sin after 
Baptism, we have another Sacrament, the Sacrament of 
Penance. We ought approach the Sacrament of Penance 
frequently and regularly all through life. If we do not, sin 
will accumulate in our soul like rust. If it is mortal sin, it 
kills the soul’s true life. 

In today’s Gospel our Lord refers to his coming hour 
when the Son of Man would be glorified. That hour was 
his death. Let us accept with full hearts what Christ has 
done for us by dying on the Cross. He tells us that “unless 
a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies it remains only a 
single grain; but if it dies it yields a rich harvest.” (John 
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12:20-33) The result of Christ’s Cross was a rich harvest 
for mankind, including the forgiveness of sins. Let us 
resolve to love him and to follow him along his way of 
obedience to the will of the Father, whatever cross this may 
bring to us. It is the answer to sin and it is the way to life - 
a share in the life of God. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
No. 606-618 (Jesus offers himself to the Father for our 
sins) 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 56 (55):2 Have mercy on me, O 
God, for people assail me; they fight me all day long and 
oppress me. 

Collect O God, by whose wondrous grace we are enriched 
with every blessing, grant us so to pass from former ways 
to newness of life, that we may be made ready for the glory 
of the heavenly Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 13:1-9.15-17.19-30.33-62; 

Psalm 23; John 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he 
appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people 
gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman 
caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 
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and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the 
act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. Now what do you say? ” They were using 
this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for 
accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on 
the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of 
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her. ” 
Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, 
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older 
ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still 
standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you? ” 
“No one, sir, ” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you, ” 
Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin. ” (John 
8 : 1 - 11 ) 

Mercy I once watched a Nature documentary film 
and it showed the life of a group of birds. One of the birds 
became wounded and, consequently, disabled. Gradually 
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the other birds of its group attacked it and made its life so 
miserable that it died. The human being watching this 
would naturally be a little revolted by it for its seemingly 
gratuitous cruelty — but of course the birds in question 
were not being knowingly cruel. They were acting 
according to blind instinct. Animals are entirely unaware 
of the moral dimension of behaviour — it is the human 
being with his moral sense and conscience who is able to 
perceive what is right and wrong, including what might be 
viewed as “cruel”. There are many things which are 
astonishing about the human person. A central endowment 
of his is that he can know things precisely as entities 
independent of himself. This perception of independent 
existence is beyond the animal. Intimately connected with 
this capacity to know objective reality is man’s natural and 
instinctive awareness that good must be done and evil 
avoided. Together with this he has the power to judge what 
is morally good and what is morally bad. That is not to say 
that he will not make mistakes as to what in the concrete 
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should or should not be done. But he does know that good 
should be done and evil avoided, and he can, provided he 
has the right moral education, go a fair way in judging 
correctly what specifically he should or should not do. So 
it is that when viewing the behaviour of even animals, 
which he knows have no idea of morality because they act 
only by instinct, he might tend to denote their behaviour as 
“cruel”. What I am really emphasising is that the human 
being naturally knows the moral law — certainly in its 
general sense, and to a fair degree in specifics. For 
instance, most people of any religion or none, which is to 
say the voice of mankind, regard cruelty as reprehensible. 
One should not be cruel. Conversely, whenever we see a 
person who, under provocation, refuses to inflict harm on 
another when he is able to, wins admiration for his 
humanity. As I recall, there was a scene in the famous 
movie, Gone with the Wind, in which one character 
insulted another and challenged him to a pistol duel. The 
one being challenged calmly refused. He was admired by 
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many because they all knew he was the best shot in the 
region and in any pistol duel would have killed his 
assailant. 

Yes, all understand that man instinctively and 
naturally knows that he should do what is right and good, 
and avoid what is wrong. Moreover, he knows to a point 
what this means in terms of specific actions. There is a 
natural moral law, and it is binding. As already said, 
among the things that this means is that you should not be 
cruel. You should not knowingly and unduly inflict harm 
on another for, say, personal satisfaction. Indeed, it ought 
be hateful to you to inflict any harm on another unless it is 
plainly and objectively necessary. What this will mean in 
the specific, concrete details of life is a further matter, but 
we all admit the broad principle. This is what the Voice of 
Nature (let us say), as apprehended by man’s conscience, 
requires of us. Well now, if Nature makes such a thing 
clear, it must be indicative of the will and voice of Nature’s 
Creator and Sustainer. Thus it is that man can know that 



849 


God wants him to do good and avoid evil — such as 
avoiding cruelty and respecting the wellbeing of another. 
As it turns out, this natural law is confirmed and fulfilled in 
Divine Revelation. Indeed, the fact of this correspondence 
between the natural moral law and the divinely-revealed 
Law (as present in Scripture and as revealed by Jesus 
Christ) would seem to vindicate the validity of what is 
claimed to be revealed. That is to say, if it is clear to 
mankind that the natural moral law requires that one not be 
“cruel”, and if a particular religion is actually noted for its 
cruelty, this fact would seem to invalidate that religion. It 
is not in harmony with what the Creator wills — as this is 
expressed in the natural moral law. Conversely, if you 
have a religion which claims to be revealed and which is 
not only in harmony with but which completes to a high 
degree what the natural law requires, this fact of harmony 
and fulfilment would seem to be somewhat confirming of 
the divinity of the religion in question. Now, all men 
recognize the moral requirement to be just and charitable 
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— even if commonly they fail to observe this requirement. 
Well, if there is one thing which is plain, it is that the 
religion of Christ insists that justice and charity is to be 
accorded to others, especially those in need. Christ our 
future Judge identifies himself with the least in need. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today 
(John 8:1-11). Jesus Christ, in the face of misery and sin, 
is distinguished for his mercy. By contrast, the “teachers 
of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 
adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to 
Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery.” Those “teachers of the law” of this scene surely 
stand for all cruel thoughts, words and actions, to which all 
of us are prone due to sin. Christ reveals in his person all 
that we know we should do in terms of justice and mercy, 
and he makes it present in its divine fullness. Let us keep 
our gaze on him, asking for the grace he gives us so as to 
be more like him. 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 27 (26): 14 Wait for the Lord; be 
strong; be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord! 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord, perseverance in 
obeying your will, that in our days the people dedicated to 
your service may grow in both merit and number. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 101; 

John 8:21-30 

Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and 
you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I 
go, you cannot come. ” This made the Jews ask, “Will he 
kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot 
come’?” But he continued, “You are from below; I am 
from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 
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I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not 
believe that I am, you will indeed die in your sins. ” “Who 
are you? ” they asked. “Just what I have been claiming all 
along, ” Jesus replied. “I have much to say in judgment of 
you. But he who sent me is true, and what I have heard 
from him I tell the world. ” They did not understand that he 
was telling them about his Father. So Jesus said, “When 
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own 
but speak just what the Father has taught me. The one who 
sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always 
do what pleases him. ” Even as he spoke, many put their 
faith in him. (John 8:21-30) 

Father! In the Book of Genesis, Satan refers to 
God as “God” — “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree of the garden’?” (3:1). Eve refers to God as “God” — 
“God said , ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which 
is in the midst of the garden’ ...” (3:3). In the Book of Job 
(which some think to be the first book of the Bible to be 
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written down), Satan addresses God as “God”: “Then 
Satan answered the Lord, ‘Does Job fear God for nought? 
Have you not put a hedge about him...?’” (Job 1:9). Noah 
refers to God as “the Lord my God” (Genesis 9:26). 
Abraham addresses God as “O Lord God” (Genesis 15:2), 
or “God” (Genesis 22:8), or “the Lord, the God of heaven” 
(Genesis 24:7). Melchizedech had blessed Abram “by God 
Most High” (14:19-20). Jacob addresses God as “O God 
of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord 
...” (Genesis 32:9). When we turn to how God refers to 
himself, we notice a similar pattern. In the theophany of 
the Burning Bush, God introduces himself to Moses: “I am 
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Exodus 3:6). In the 
immensely important revelation of himself recorded in 
Exodus 34, God proclaims himself as “The Lord, the Lord, 
a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
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but who will by no means clear the guilty ...” (34:6-7). He 
is the Lord. He is God. Hanna, the mother of Samuel 
prays to “the Lord” who is “our God,” a “God of 
knowledge” (1 Samuel 2:2-3). Samuel refers to God as 
“the Lord” (1 Samuel 7:3). Commonly, in the Psalms God 
is “the Lord my God” (as in Psalm 104:1). In the Prophet 
Isaiah, God is “the King, the Lord of hosts” (6:5). He is 
“your Redeemer, the Holy one of Israel.” God speaks to his 
people saying, “I am the Lord your God” (Isaiah 48:17). In 
the Prophet Jeremiah, God is “the Lord” (1:9), “the Lord 
your God” (13:16), and “the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel” (30:24). In Ezechiel he is “God,” “the Lord” (1:1- 
3). Of course, these titles have different Hebrew words — 
at times it is Elohim, at times Yahweh, and so forth. The 
point to notice is the high transcendence of the one God in 
the mind of the Hebrews. 

All of this leads us to our Gospel passage today (John 
8:21-30). What is most significant in the Scriptural record 
of how the one and only God is referred to and addressed, 
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is the manner of reference and address used by Jesus 
Christ. Christ does speak of God as “the Lord” — he is 
“the Lord of heaven and earth” (Matthew 11:25) — but this 
title is prefixed by a far more characteristic one on the lips 
of Jesus. God is “Father”! “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth!” Perhaps most revealing is our Lord’s 
manner of address when under unimaginable strain, as in 
the Garden of Gethsemane sweating drops of blood: 
“Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this 
cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what 
You will.” (Mark 14:36 ). When our Lord was dying on 
the Cross, he addressed God as “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” — he was praying psalm 22, 
which uses the title characteristic of the Old Testament. 
But at his last great utterance, addressed to God, it is 
“Father” that comes forth: “Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit!” ((Luke 23:46). When Christ is asked 
by his disciples to teach them to pray, the prayer he taught 
them does not begin with “O Lord, God of hosts,” or “Lord 
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of heaven and earth,” or “O holy One of Israel” — or even, 
“O Lord God, my God.” Christ does indeed teach that God 
is all of this, but he instructs his disciples to address God as 
“Our Father.” Our Father! We approach God with a deep 
sense of who he is — he is the one God and Lord of all, but 
we address him as our Father, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. From his childhood (as we see in Christ’s answer 
to his mother when found in the Temple) and throughout 
his public ministry, Christ referred to God, the Lord of 
heaven and of earth, the God of Israel, as “my Father.” He 
had cleansed the Temple because “my Father’s house” was 
not a house of trade (John 2:16). On rising from the dead, 
he spoke to Mary Magdalene, and stated that he was 
ascending “to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God” (John 20:17) - Father is the first title used. In 
our Gospel today (John 8:21-30), Jesus speaks to the Jews 
about “his Father” - they did not understand that he was 
telling them about his Father. He has a unique 
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relationship with the God of Israel, the Lord of heaven and 
of earth. God is his “Father.” 

Not only does Jesus Christ claim a unique relationship 
with God — that of being his natural Son — but he claims 
a unique holiness and love for him: “When you have lifted 
up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I 
claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just 
what the Father has taught me. The one who sent me is 
with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what 
pleases him.” (John 8:21-30). Let us appreciate anew the 
grandeur and the superlative uniqueness of Jesus Christ in 
human history. There has never been anyone like him, nor 
anyone with his union with God his Father. Yet — marvel 
as it is! — we have been granted a share in his life by 
Baptism. Let us live it, then! 
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Second reflection: (John 8:21-30) 

“He who sent me is with me, and has not left me to 
myself, for I always do what pleases him. ” 

Knowing Christ Our Lord at various times 
appealed to the witness of his works — which is to say, his 
miracles. Even to his disciples at the Last Supper our Lord 
says that if they had difficulty believing him, they could at 
least believe in him on the basis of his works. However, 
that said, it would seem that in the case of our Lord’s truest 
disciples and closest friends it was not because of his 
miracles that they believed but because of their knowledge 
of him. They knew him and loved him. Consider the case 
of our Lord’s first disciples, the two disciples of John the 
Baptist who followed him at the word of John. They 
followed, our Lord turned and invited them to come and 
see where he lived. They stayed with him that day. The 
next day they went to their companions and told them they 
had found the Messiah. They had not seen any miracles. 
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Of course miracles played an important part in our Lord’s 
ministry, but they were meant to be signs of who he was. 
Getting to know him from being with him was the 
important thing. So too we must be with him and get to 
know him. In today’s Gospel we read our Lord’s words 
about the Father and about himself. “I am (He)”, our Lord 
tells them. He does whatever the Father tells him to do and 
preaches whatever the Father has given to him. The Father 
is always with him “for I always do what pleases him.” 
Christ is utterly united to God his heavenly Father and 
never offends him. This is our Lord’s testimony about 
himself, and we read that “As he was saying this, many 
came to believe in him” (John 8:21-30). They believed his 
own testimony about himself because of their 
contemplation of his Person and his words, rather than 
primarily because of his miracles. They watched him, 
heard him, contemplated him, and he won their hearts and 
minds. 
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That is the cue we ought take up. We ought strive to 
contemplate the Person of Jesus and in this way come to 
know his Person. Let us then constantly meditate on his 
words and actions, entering into his mind and heart, and 
especially taking to heart his own testimony about himself. 
We must learn to know Jesus intimately, especially through 
the Gospels. If we do this, our love for him will grow, our 
faith in him will deepen, and we will be thoroughly 
disposed to accept the truth about him conveyed to us by 
his body the Church. Let us resolve to strive to know and 
love the Master as the real and living Person he is. 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):48-49 My deliverer 
from angry nations, you set me above my assailants; you 
saved me from the violent man, O Lord. 

Collect Enlighten, O God of compassion, the hearts of 
your children, sanctified by penance, and in your kindness 
grant those you stir to a sense of devotion a gracious 
hearing when they cry out to you. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:14-20.91-95; (Psalm) Daniel 3; 

John 8:31-42 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. They 
answered him, We are Abraham's descendants and have 
never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we 
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shall be set free? Jesus replied, I tell you the truth, 
everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it for 
ever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. I 
know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are ready 
to kill me, because you have no room for my word. I am 
telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence, and 
you do what you have heard from your father. Abraham is 
our father, they answered. If you were Abraham's 
children, said Jesus, then you would do the things 
Abraham did. As it is, you are determined to kill me, a 
man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 
Abraham did not do such things. You are doing the things 
your own father does. We are not illegitimate children, 
they protested. The only Father we have is God himself. 
Jesus said to them, If God were your Father, you would 
love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not 
come on my own; but he sent me. (John 8:31-42) 
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Freedom In his Enquiry Concerning Human 
Understanding (1749), David Hume (1711-1776) 
suggested that free will might be accounted for by “a false 
sensation or seeming experience,” which is associated with 
many of our actions when we perform them. Then on 
reflection, we realize that they were necessary and in fact 
determined all along. Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860), 
in his Wisdom of Life, put the puzzle of free will and moral 
responsibility in these terms: “Everyone believes himself a 
priori to be perfectly free, ... But a posteriori, through 
experience, he finds to his astonishment that he is not free, 
but subjected to necessity...” Again, in his essay “On the 
Freedom of the Will,” he writes “As little as a ball on a 
billiard table can move before receiving an impact, so little 
can a man get up from his chair before being drawn or 
driven by a motive. But then his getting up is as necessary 
and inevitable as the rolling of a ball after the impact. And 
to expect that anyone will do something to which 
absolutely no interest impels them is the same as to expect 
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that a piece of wood shall move toward me without being 
pulled by a string” (ch. III). We are, so he thought, not free 
of our motives — they compel us. I mention these 
philosophers — so very influential and so greatly awry — 
to introduce the great matter of our freedom to choose and 
at the same time the constraints on this freedom. One of 
the reasons why the power of free choice has long been the 
topic of philosophical reflection and debate is that 
everyone instinctively knows that to a point he is free, 
although further freedom is a capacity to be gained. Most 
understand that an animal is led by its instincts. While it is 
the case that the higher the animal the more endowed its 
instincts, nevertheless it remains driven by its instincts. 
Man, though, is not so driven, at least not absolutely. He 
may sit, or he may stand. He may speak, or he may remain 
silent. That, we might say, is virtually the universal 
conviction which, though, is denied by some philosophical 
and religious doctrines. John Calvin taught a doctrine of 
total depravity and of salvation by grace and election. 
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Many would maintain that in effect he denies to man his 
natural freedom. The Catholic answer was that man is not 
totally depraved and entirely ruined, but deeply wounded. 

In fact, the life of society is based on the assumption 
and awareness that man is morally responsible for how he 
chooses to act. People are brought before international 
courts for their crimes and punished or acquitted 
accordingly. The whole question turns not on the fact but 
on the degree of man’s freedom, and how he can grow in it. 
There is, of course, no doubt that there are profound 
constraints on the degree of freedom possessed by man, 
constraints external and especially internal. All through 
life man has to struggle to be free of inner compulsions and 
external enticements. The temptation is to give up the 
struggle and consent to them. If he does so consent, he 
finds that his freedom diminishes accordingly. But this 
itself has involved an exercise of freedom — he has 
consented to give in to his baser tendencies, and even the 
law of the land will recognize his responsibility for this. 
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The whole question, then, comes down to what ought man 
be striving to be free to do, and how he is to attain the 
freedom to do it. He has the basic power of choice, but it 
must be developed, made strong, and directed along the 
path of right choices. This is the grand responsibility he 
has in life, to use his freedom in the right way. Revealed 
religion, that religion made known to man by the one true 
God, is clear: we must use our natural power of choice to 
love God more and more, with all our heart, and our 
neighbour as ourself. This must be our chosen goal in life. 
But we are fallen. We are wounded in the deepest recesses 
of our soul. We find, as a matter of experience (apart from 
it having been divinely revealed) that another law of our 
being fights against the higher law that our mind and 
conscience dictates to us and which God has confirmed in 
his revelation and made explicit. Of ourselves, we cannot 
get there. We are free, but only to a point. At the same 
time, we are morally bound to strive beyond this point and 
thus attain goodness of life. It can only be done by the aid 
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and power of the all-merciful, all-compassionate, all-holy, 
all-powerful God our Creator. This aid, this grace has 
come to us in and by his only Son our Lord, the incarnate 
God. All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today 
(John 8:31-42), in which our Lord promises to set us free: 
“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

Our Lord makes it clear that sin is the path to slavery. 
The more we sin, the more enslaved we become, the more 
our freedom is lost from us. We must, therefore, be 
vigilant on a daily basis against this fundamental threat to 
our true freedom. It is in seeking and adhering to the truth, 
more specifically the truth which has been revealed by 
God, and more specifically still the truth which is the 
Person of Jesus Christ, that we shall gain our true freedom. 
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, Christ said. “If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” Christ 
came that we might have life, and have it in abundance. 
The path to this is by choosing to be his disciples and by 
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living accordingly — and Christ charged us to make 
disciples of all the nations. Therein, through being Christ’s 
disciple, lies man’s true freedom. 


Second reflection: (John 8:31 -42) 

“I tell you most solemnly, everyone who commits sin 
is a slave. ” 

Being Free I think we could say that ever since the 
French Revolution the great ideal of society has been 
liberty for all. Liberty is something Western societies boast 
of and regard as their mission to spread — as did 
revolutionary France. The problem lies in the notion of 
“liberty.” If the image of liberty simply involves freedom 
to do virtually anything, it will result in anarchy and death. 
Indeed, in the French Revolution we have an iconic image 
of what will happen at a deeper and more personal level. 
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The liberty that was the clarion call at the start of the 
Revolution in 1789 led to the great Terror, which in turn 
led to the dictatorship of Napoleon. So-called “Liberty” 
led to one form of bondage after another, and a European 
war involving Britain, all of Europe and Russia which 
lasted more than twenty years, with an incalculable loss of 
life. The point is that liberty to do just anything leads to 
slavery. In our Gospel passage today our Lord tells us how 
to achieve liberty. “If you make my word your home you 
will indeed be my disciples, you will learn the truth and the 
truth will make you free.” The truth which comes from 
Jesus is what will make us free. Liberty ought be sought in 
order to adhere to the truth, especially the truth which 
comes from Jesus. The truth which our Lord is and which 
he reveals will make us free indeed. What is it that will 
enslave us? It is sin : “I tell you most solemnly, everyone 
who commits sin is a slave.” (John 8:31-42) In a world 
that (very laudably) places a very high premium on 
freedom, the Church is able to offer the key as to the 
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purpose and nature of liberty and as to the means of 
acquiring greater liberty. 

The key is Truth, the Truth that is Jesus and with 
which the Church has been entrusted. Let us resolve to live 
by the Truth and bring it to others by the witness of our 
lives. Our Lord said on another occasion, “I have come 
that they may have life and have it to the full.” This life 
will come by living in the light of that Truth which is 
Jesus, and which the Church proclaims. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 9:15 Christ is mediator of a New 
Covenant, so that by means of his death, those who are 
called may receive the promise of an eternal inheritance. 

Collect Be near, O Lord, to those who plead before you, 
and look kindly on those who place their hope in your 
mercy, that, cleansed from the stain of their sins, they may 
persevere in holy living and be made full heirs of your 
promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 17:3-9; Psalm 104; 

John 8: 51-59 

Jesus said, I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my 
word, he will never see death. At this the Jews exclaimed, 
Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham 
died and so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone 
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keeps your word, he will never taste death. Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the 
prophets. Who do you think you are? Jesus replied, If I 
glorify myself my glory means nothing. My Father, whom 
you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 
Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did 
not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep 
his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; he 
saw it and was glad. You are not yet fifty years old, the 
Jews said to him, and you have seen Abraham! I tell you 
the truth, Jesus answered, before Abraham was born, I am! 
At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid 
himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. (John 
8:51-59) 

Christ’s Divinity The West is beholden especially 
to two civilizations: the Greco-Roman and to the classical 
Jewish. Broadly speaking (and allowing for plenty of 
mix), its intellectual and civil life stems from Athens and 
Rome, while its religion and morality derives from 
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Jerusalem. We look to Socrates, Plato and Aristotle on the 
one hand, and to Abraham, Moses and pre-eminently Jesus 
Christ on the other. There are numerous differences 
between the two cultures — as reflected in their languages 
as well. Greek thought was characteristically abstract, 
while Hebrew thought was concrete. Compare Aristotle’s 
abstract thought with Christ’s concrete analogies, maxims 
and parables. If one compares the religious writing of the 
Greeks, including say, Aristotle’s theodicy, the Hebrew 
Scriptures soar above Hellenic writings. In religion, what 
can compare among the Greeks with the Book of Isaiah? 
One of the characteristic differences between the two 
religious cultures (and the Greek was, of course, religious) 
was the fundamental stress by the Hebrew civilization on 
hearing the word of God and living by it. The one God of 
all had spoken, and his word was to be heard and obeyed 
by man. God was to be served by obeying his word. This 
cannot be said to anything like the same degree of Greco- 
Roman religion. When Jesus Christ was tempted by Satan 
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in the wilderness to provide food for himself from the 
stones on the ground, he replied that “it is written, ‘Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4). This 
was a direct quotation from the Torah, and in particular 
from the Book of Deuteronomy (8:3) which is one of the 
truly fundamental books of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
mirroring and confirmed by much that is in the Prophets. 
In Chapter 8 of this book, Moses — speaking on God’s 
behalf — solemnly directs the people: “All the 
commandment which I command you this day you shall be 
careful to do that you may live and multiply” (8:1). He 
continues, “So you shall keep the commandments of the 
Lord your God, by walking in his ways and fearing him” 
(8:6). Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses and the Prophets 
unanimously teach that hearing the word of the Lord God 
and putting it into practice is the path to life. 

Jesus Christ, of course, emphatically repeats this. In 
our Gospel passage today (John 8:51-59) he says of God 
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his heavenly Father that “I know him. If I said I did not, I 
would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his 
word.” Christ calmly states that “I always do what pleases 
him” (John 8:9). He challenges his opponents, “Which of 
you convicts me of sin?” (John 8:46). Christ always fulfils 
the word of God. But now, in our passage today our Lord 
speaks of his hearers obeying his word. Indeed, this is 
typical of Jesus Christ’s teaching - they are to obey him. 
We read in Luke 6:46-49, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, 
Lord’ and do not do what I tell you? Every one who comes 
to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you 
what he is like ...” Famously, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
our Lord gives what had in the past been “said,” and 
proceeds to tell his hearers what he says. This he does at 
least half a dozen times: “You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But 
I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you” (Matthew 5:21-48). Christ is speaking in a 
way that transcends the typical language of the prophets. 
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They heard the word of God, were commanded to 
announce it to the people, and they made it clear that to 
disobey that word ultimately would bring death. But Christ 
utters his word, and teaches that obedience to his word 
brings life: “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my 
word and believes him who sent me, has eternal life; he 
does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to 
life” (John 5:24). The word of Jesus is ipso facto God’s 
word. So it is that he states to the Jews in our Gospel 
passage today that “I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my 
word, he will never see death.” The point is particularly 
plain in his words to Martha just before he raised Lazarus 
from the dead: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
whoever believes in me shall never die” (John 11:25-26). 
Christ’s claim to the life-giving power of his word is yet 
another aspect of his claim to be divine. So it is that in our 
passage today we are brought to his unique claim, 
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pronounced in the presence of “the Jews” that before 
Abraham ever was, “I AM” (John 8:58). 

This has to be regarded as one of the central sentences 
of the New Testament, parallel to Christ’s statement that 
“the Father and I are one” (John 10:30) — for which once 
again “the Jews” took up stones with which to stone him. 
It presages the witness he would give of himself before the 
highest religious authorities of the nation during his trial: 
“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus 
said, I am; and you will see the Son of man Sitting at the 
right hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven” 
(Mark 14:61-62). He was condemned for blasphemy. Let 
us place ourselves in our Gospel scene today, asking for 
the grace to appreciate the wonder of the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, true Man and true God, the Saviour of the world. 
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Second reflection: (John 8:51-59) 

“I tell you most solemnly, whoever keeps my word 
will never see death. ” 

The Word of Christ Consider all the prophets 
from Abraham to Moses, through Elijah, Jeremiah to the 
last and greatest of them before Christ, John the Baptist. 
Who among them claimed or would have uttered a claim 
like the one our Lord makes in our Gospel today and which 
he makes with the utmost solemnity? “I tell you most 
solemnly, whoever keeps my word will never see death” 
(John 8:51-59). The “Jews” replied that this was 
preposterous. Let us take any world figure, any founder of 
any religion and ask the same question. I do not think any 
other figure who could be taken seriously has made such a 
claim, be he Zoroastra, Buddha, Confucius, Mahomet, or 
whoever. It is one of many claims that Christ made and 
which are unique to him. Especially unique are those 
claims that relate to his very Person, such as — a claim 
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made in another part of the Gospel — that he is the very 
Son of the Father, which “the Jews” could see included the 
claim to be equal to God. In our Gospel passage today he 
applies to himself the very name God used of himself when 
giving his name to Moses: “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
before Abraham came to be, I AM.” The “Jews” saw what 
he was claiming, and we read: “So they picked up stones to 
throw at him”. 

Let us then contemplate the wonderful Person of 
Jesus, his beauty and grandeur, his uniqueness and the 
blessing he is to all mankind! Let us gaze upon him in faith 
as he reveals himself in Holy Scripture, and let us do this in 
his presence in prayer, and before the most Holy Eucharist. 
Let us listen to his words about himself and about the 
blessings he confers, and consider who it is who is uttering 
them, and let us make acts of faith in Jesus and hope for the 
blessings he promises to give us. Let us hope for life, for 
that is what he promises to those who accept his word in 
faith and endeavour perseveringly to put it into practice. 
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He promises life and victory over death, in other words a 
share in his victory over death, a share in his divine life. “I 
have come” he says elsewhere, “that they may have life 
and have it in abundance.” Now, what is it that his “word” 
tells us about the path to life, about the avoidance of death? 
The keeping of his word and the path to life is the path of 
taking up our cross daily and following in his footsteps. 
Whoever loses his life for Christ’s sake and for the sake of 
the Gospel will find it and save it. 

Let us spend our lives listening to the word of Christ, 
appreciating who it is who is uttering it, and let us 
perseveringly day by day keep that word. It is the path to 
life here and hereafter. 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 31 (30): 10, 16, 18 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I am in distress. Deliver me from the 
hands of my enemies and those who pursue me. O Lord, 
let me never be put to shame, for I call on you. 

Collect Pardon the offences of your peoples, we pray, O 
Lord, and in your goodness set us free from the bonds of 
the sins we have committed in our weakness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

Or: 

O God, who in this season give your Church the grace to 
imitate devoutly the Blessed Virgin Mary in contemplating 
the Passion of Christ, grant, we pray, through her 
intercession, that we may cling more firmly each day to 
your Only Begotten Son and come at last to the fullness of 
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his grace. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm 17; 

John 10:31-42 

The Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said 
to them, I have shown you many great miracles from the 
Father. For which of these do you stone me? We are not 
stoning you for any of these, replied the Jews, but for 
blasphemy, because you, a man, claim to be God. Jesus 
answered them, Is it not written in your Law, 7 have said 
you are gods ’? If he called them ‘gods ’, to whom the word 
of God came — and the Scripture cannot be broken — 
what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very 
own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me 
of blasphemy because I said, 7 am God's Son'? Do not 
believe me unless I do what my Father does. But if I do it, 
even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, 
that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, 
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and I in the Father. Again they tried to seize him, but he 
escaped their grasp. Then Jesus went back across the 
Jordan to the place where John had been baptising in the 
early days. Here he stayed and many people came to him. 
They said, Though John never performed a miraculous 
sign, all that John said about this man was true. And in 
that place many believed in Jesus. (John 10:31-42) 

Incarnate God They were classmates in the 
regional Catholic school — perhaps at times sitting next to 
one another at the same desk. Certainly they knew one 
another very well. Both Catholics, they competed with one 
another closely in their grades, and in later years one of 
them stated that they were of more or less equal intellectual 
ability. They both went on to do law at University, the one 
moving into a law practice and then, joining a political 
party, entered subsequently into politics at Federal level. 
He became an important minister of cabinet in 
Government. He had long since abandoned his Catholic 
faith and was more or less an atheist for the rest of his life. 
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The other manifested an undying adherence to his Catholic 
faith and, while never entering nor wanting to enter 
politics, became a national force in political thinking and 
activism. He evoked from many the sharpest disagreement 
together with a grudging admission of his moral integrity, 
and remained fervent in his practice of the Catholic 
religion to the end. Towards the end of their careers they 
met together on national television and engaged in a 
friendly and memorable conversation. To my mind, they 
epitomized a perennial question: what is it that leads to 
such a vast disparity in religious and moral viewpoint, 
when in intellect and background there is such a similarity? 
One could never say of the one or the other that he was 
clearly superior to the other in power of intellect, or that 
the one was simply the product of his education. They 
went to the same schools and to the same University, and 
scored similar grades. Indeed, they began with the same 
religion. Of course, they went on to reason about their 
religion and moral systems differently, but what was 
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behind this difference of direction? The difference was to 
a fair extent, I propose, moral in origin. I do not mean that 
the one was moral in his life and the other was not — this 
may have been so, but it is not my meaning. What I mean 
is that it had a lot to do with what each wanted in the 
depths of his heart. In matters especially of morality and 
religion (and perhaps of many other things too) we think 
according as, in the depths, we wish to think. So are we 
responsible for our basic positions. A person 
acknowledges or rejects God not just because of an 
intellectual stand, but because of a moral one. 

This is why there is something especially convincing 
about the religious or moral views of a person of high 
moral character. I include in the notion of moral character 
a person of prudence — he is the one who lives according 
to what seems to be objectively right and good. The right 
and the good is an imperative to him, though he knows he 
can deviate from it. He has freedom, but he uses his 
freedom to seek and do always what is right and good. 
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When such a man as this gives his view of what should be 
done, or what should be believed or thought on this or that 
moral or religious subject, his views carry weight. When 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta gave her views on abortion 
before a large crowd, with the President of the United 
States and his wife behind her — both being in favour of 
the liberalization of abortion — her views carried great 
weight precisely because of her reputation for a high moral 
character. There is the sense that if you are a very good 
person you will probably think rightly and be in possession 
of the truth. Ah! Well then! This brings us to our Gospel 
passage today (John 10:31-42), in which Jesus Christ 
continues to make his extraordinary claims — claims 
outlandish and reprehensible, in the view of some. He was 
saying things that plainly implied that he, a man, was the 
living God! “The Jews picked up stones to stone him, but 
Jesus said to them, I have shown you many great miracles 
from the Father. For which of these do you stone me? We 
are not stoning you for any of these, replied the Jews, but 



888 


for blasphemy, because you, a man, claim to be God.” 
What did our Lord say to this? “Is it not written in your 
Law, ‘I have said you are gods’? If he called them ‘gods’, 
to whom the word of God came — and the Scripture 
cannot be broken — what about the one whom the Father 
set apart as his very own and sent into the world?” Our 
Lord seems to be saying, Look! Even Scripture calls those 
to whom the word of God came “gods.” Do not stumble at 
the mere word, at simply the claim. Look at who it is who 
is making the claim. Consider my very Person, the 
holiness of my life, testimonies to me, and also my 
miracles. It is manifestly that of “one whom the Father set 
apart as his very own and sent into the world.” By 
contemplating my very Person , my high claims will be 
credible. 

Francis Newman, younger brother of Blessed John 
Henry Newman and notorious opponent of revealed 
religion, came to regard Jesus Christ as, well, a knave. His 
reason was not that Christ’s life included bad deeds in the 
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usual sense of the word but because his claims were 
impossible. Jesus was obviously no fool, so he must have 
been bad. This was simply one more stage of the sad story 
of Francis Newman’s religious opinions, in such stark 
contrast with those of his distinguished older brother. This 
brings us to the unique and unsurpassable claims of Jesus 
Christ, as in our Gospel today “that the Father is in me, and 
I in the Father.” If this is not the case, he must have been a 
fool or a knave. The “Jews” of our passage considered him 
a knave, and tried to stone him. But every page of the 
Gospel shows his incomparable moral stature. Even the 
demons cried out, you are the Holy One of God! His very 
Person is the evidence of the truth of his claims. How 
blessed we are to have the divine gift of faith in Jesus 
Christ! 
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Second reflection: (John 10:31 -42) 

“The Jews answered him, .... ‘You are only a man and 
you claim to be God’” 

Christ’s Claims There are many passages in the 
Gospel of St John that state in explicit terms our Lord’s 
unique claims in respect to his own Person. We learn from 
the Gospel that, though our Lord was circumspect in 
respect to his being the Messiah (because of its popular 
association with temporal kingship), he did nevertheless 
claim to be the long awaited Messiah, and unhesitatingly 
accepted people's recognition of him as such. But his 
claims were much more exalted still, and our passage today 
sets this forth very clearly. Our Lord stated he was the 
same God as Yahweh, whose name was I AM. The “Jews” 
saw clearly what he was claiming to be and their words are 
quoted in our passage today: “We are not stoning you for 
doing a good work but for blaspheming; you are only a 
man and you claim to be God” (John 10:31-42). They 
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could see that he was man, and they were refusing to 
accept his claim to be God. But that is indeed what our 
Lord did claim to be. He was not claiming, though, to be 
the Father. He was claiming to be “the Son of God” and 
that “the Father is in me and I am in the Father”. 

We do not appreciate our Lord enough. We ought 
sink our minds and hearts into the mystery of Jesus and the 
saving plan he revealed and which by his work he brought 
to fulfilment for us. He is great beyond compare, unique in 
human history, and we who are baptized are in him just as 
he is in the Father and the Father is in him. We are in him, 
intimately close to him in a way beyond description. Due 
to this intimate union with Christ brought about by our 
Baptism and reinforced by our Confirmation and nourished 
by the other Sacraments, we can grow in the life of God. 
During these days of Lent let us keep our eyes on the 
Person of Jesus, asking him to fill us with love for his 
Person and a readiness to follow him closely. We can only 
do this with his grace, and his grace flows to us from our 
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union with him. The work of our life is to deepen this 
union. Those to whom our Lord addressed himself in 
today’s Gospel wanted to stone him. Down the ages many 
others have wanted to do the same and have done so by 
their sins. 

Let us resolve to make up for those sins, and for our 
own sins, by a wholehearted acceptance of Jesus. 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 22 (21):20, 7 O Lord, do not 
stay afar off; my strength, make haste to help me! For I am 
a worm and no man, scorned by everyone, despised by the 
people. 

Collect O God, who have made all those reborn in Christ 
a chosen race and a royal priesthood, grant us, we pray, the 
grace to will and to do what you command, that the people 
called to eternal life may be one in the faith of their hearts 
and the homage of their deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 37:21-28; (Ps.) Jeremiah 31 ;10, 

ll-12abcd, 13; John 11: 45-56 

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit 
Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 
But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what 
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Jesus had done. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees 
called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. What are we 
accomplishing? they asked. Here is this man performing 
many miraculous signs. If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will 
come and take away both our place and our nation. Then 
one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that 
year, spoke up, You know nothing at all! You do not 
realise that it is better for you that one man die for the 
people than that the whole nation perish. He did not say 
this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied 
that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for 
that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to 
bring them together and make them one. So from that day 
on they plotted to take his life. Therefore Jesus no longer 
moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead he 
withdrew to a region near the desert, to a village called 
Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples. When it was 
almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from 



895 


the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing 
before the Passover. They kept looking for Jesus, and as 
they stood in the temple area they asked one another, What 
do you think? Isn't he coming to the Feast at all? (John 
11:45-56) 

Divine Providence Josephus (Titus Flavius 

Josephus) (37-100 AD) was a lst-century Romano-Jewish 
historian and hagiographer who recorded Jewish history. 
His special emphasis was on his own century and the First 
Jewish-Roman War, which resulted in the destruction of 
Jerusalem and its Temple in 70 AD. His most important 
works were The Jewish Wars (c. 75 AD) and Antiquities of 
the Jews (c. 94 AD). He was born a few years after the 
death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, and in his 
first book ( Jewish Wars) he introduces himself as a son of 
Matthias, a Jew and a priest from Jerusalem. Josephus was 
born and raised in Jerusalem, growing up as the infant 
Christian Church was emerging. A principal character of 
our Gospel passage today is Caiaphas, and Josephus (bom 
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into priestly circles in Jerusalem) is considered the most 
reliable literary source for him. According to Josephus, 
Caiaphas (Joseph ben Caiaphas, son-in-law of Annas ben 
Seth, high priest 6-15 AD) was appointed high priest in AD 
18 by Valerius Gratus, the Roman prefect who preceded 
Pilate, and was at length deposed by the proconsul 
Vitellius. During his term, though, his father-in-law Annas 
continued to exercise considerable influence over the high 
priesthood. It is obvious from the Gospel accounts that 
amid the scheming of the Temple aristocracy to eliminate 
Jesus of Nazareth, Caiaphas, the head of the Sanhedrin, had 
a particularly odious part. He was close to, and dependent 
on, the Roman authorities and it was this connection which 
he exploited in his words to the perplexed “Jews.” They 
were at a quandary as to how to master the prophet from 
Galilee, for the miraculous signs he had worked and his 
consequent following among the people left them in 
confusion. Their open pretext among one another for their 
plans against Jesus was the likelihood of a Roman 
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intervention to quash the Jesus movement: “everyone will 
believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take 
away both our place and our nation.” It may be that they 
were at a moral quandary, not yet hitting on a reason that 
would settle their darkened consciences. At this point, the 
Sanhedrin’s head made his declaration. It is clear, he told 
them, that “it is better for you that one man die for the 
people than that the whole nation perish.” This was the 
moral justification — a rationalization brimful of unworthy 
sentiments! 

But now, we are informed by St. John that the words 
of Caiaphas were actually prophetical. Through the evil 
words of Caiaphas directed against the incarnate Son of 
God, the divine will and plan was being manifested. John 
solemnly tells us that “He did not say this on his own, but 
as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die 
for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also 
for the scattered children of God, to bring them together 
and make them one. So from that day on they plotted to 
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take his life” (John 11:45-56). Caiaphas was moved to 
utter these prophetic words, but of course investing them 
with his own intent. It was a declaration by God at the 
highest level of the nation as to the plan of redemption, but 
shrouded in a certain ambiguity which was usual among 
the prophecies. The prophet Balaam (Numbers 22-24) was 
not a good man, but a prophet nevertheless. St. John, 
writing from the isle of Patmos, had this to say of Balaam: 
“There are some among you who hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so 
that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual 
immorality” (Revelation 2:14). So too, the unworthy and 
malicious Caiaphas uttered a prophecy. It was that the One 
they were intent on putting to death would die, and that his 
death would save the people. Christ’s death was 
redemptive of all of the children of God. The event of this 
prophecy, which certain of the Sanhedrin (such as 
Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea and others) may in later 
years have looked back on as a confirmation of the 
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meaning of Christ’s death, also illustrates the mighty 
providence of God. Everything was closing in on Jesus 
Christ. We read that as a result of the design upon Christ’s 
life decided on by the Sanhedrin, “Jesus no longer moved 
about publicly among the Jews. Instead he withdrew to a 
region near the desert, to a village called Ephraim, where 
he stayed with his disciples.” Christ remained sovereignly 
free to use his power, but when things touched or 
threatened his own Person, he ultimately submitted to 
them. Events appeared to crush him and snuff out his 
glorious work. JJe did not appear to have the glorious 
success expected of the great Messiah. But God’s unseen 
almighty providence was at work. 

Let God’s providence be our thought for today’s 
Gospel reading. Amid all the weakness and sin, especially 
the sin, God was doing his tremendous work of taking 
away the sin of the world. Caiaphas was about to do the 
dirtiest work of his unimpressive life, and he prophesied 
despite himself on how God would overturn his miserable 
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and evil intentions. Judas and Caiaphas would soon meet, 
both pawns of the prince of this world who was on his way. 
But from this sorry pool of sin would come forth, due to 
the power of God, the victory of Jesus Christ his Son. It 
reminds us of the loving power of God in which we must 
have constant faith. No matter what circumstances might 
come our way, no matter what might be the evil and 
suffering that is mysteriously allowed to occur, if we stand 
by Jesus Christ, the victory of our faith will come. 


Second reflection: (Ezechiel 37:21-28) 

"I shall make them into one nation in my own land ... 
and one king is to be king of them all 

The Prophecies There is an astonishing and 
beautiful grandeur in very many of the passages of the 
prophets. Among the more striking of these passages is 




901 


surely our first reading of today, taken from the prophet 
Ezechiel. God promises that he will gather together into 
one his chosen children. He will bring them from 
everywhere and make them into one nation where they will 
have one king. They will be cleansed of their sins and he 
will be their God. David will reign over them for ever. 
God will make them holy, and his sanctuary will be with 
them forever (Ezechiel 37:21-28). This is an exalted future 
that is foretold, and together with other messianic 
prophecies it shows the religion revealed by God to be a 
religion of great hope despite all vicissitudes. The question 
was, what would it mean in its detail? The Christian 
knows that the only way to read the Old Testament and its 
hope is in the light of the Person of Jesus. He is the 
fulfilment of all the prophecies and the master key to the 
Old Testament, and the Old Testament with its prophecies 
add lustre and support to the New. Jesus explains the Old 
Testament, and it helps explain him. 



902 


These are general considerations, but our Gospel 
today (John 11:45-56) shows the prophecies receiving their 
fulfilment in surprising historical circumstances. Sin, 
Satan and moral blindness combine to put down the Person 
of the Messiah. The chief priests and the Pharisees call 
their meeting and confirm one another in finding pretexts 
for doing away with Jesus: “If we let him go on in this way 
everybody will believe in him and the Romans will come 
and destroy the Holy Place and our nation” (John 11:45- 
56). Their blindness cut them off from appreciating and 
welcoming the all-holy Jesus, and found them fighting 
against God. But to no avail, for in and through their 
machinations God would bring to fulfilment his promised 
plan. And so as St John observes, the High Priest “did not 
speak in his own person” (when he said that it was better 
for one man to die for the people) “it was as high priest that 
he made this prophecy that Jesus was to die for the nation” 
and “to gather in unity the scattered children of God.” That 
is to say, the hand of God was over all. 
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Let us fill our mind, our heart and our religious 
imagination with the divine panorama of prophecy and 
fulfilment. God spoke through the prophets, revealing his 
saving plan. Sin and Satan struck their blows at this plan 
but God brought forth his saving results in the evil that was 
done. United to Jesus, especially in his Cross, we ought 
always have confidence in the power and the love of God. 

-- 
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Holy Week 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

First Form : The Procession 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt. 21:9 Hosanna to the Son of 
David, the King of Israel. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest 

Second Form : The Solemn Entrance 

Third Form : The Simple Entrance 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 12:1, 12-13; Ps 24 (23):9-10 
Six days before the Passover, when the Lord came into the 
city of Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their 
hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice 
cried out: 

Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who have come 
in your abundant mercy! O gates, lift high your heads; 
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grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the king of 
glory! Who is this king of glory? He, the Lord of hosts, he 
is the king of glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who have come 
in your abundant mercy! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of 
humility for the human race to follow caused our Saviour 
to take flesh and submit to the Cross, graciously grant that 
we may heed his lesson of patient suffering and so merit a 
share in his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Readings during Mass : Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22:8-9, 
17-20,23-24; Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 14:1-15:47 

Gospel before the Procession with Palms (YearB): 

Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16 
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When the great crowd that had come to the feast 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they took palm 
branches and went out to meet him, and cried out: 
“Hosanna! “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord, the king of Israel. ” Jesus found an ass and sat upon 
it, as is written: Fear no more, O daughter Zion; see, your 
king comes, seated upon an ass’s colt. His disciples did 
not understand this at first, but when Jesus had been 
glorified they remembered that these things were written 
about him and that they had done this for him. (John 
12:12-16) 

Messiah-King On Palm Sunday the Church places 
herself in the scene of our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem at 
the beginning of the last and greatest week of his life. 
Little did the people who accompanied him know what was 
ahead. Consider the crowd around Jesus acclaiming him 
with joy as he proceeded, seated humbly on the donkey 
(John 12:12-16). That crowd consisted of various people, 
some of whom had a very superficial adherence to Jesus, 
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and who once Calvary came would desert him. But there 
were others — his closest disciples such as the Eleven 
apart from Judas — who in the fullness of time after his 
resurrection would go on to give their lives for him. Let us 
think especially of these, now accompanying Jesus. We 
are at the beginning of the holiest week of the Church’s 
year, and on Palm Sunday at Mass we join our Lord in the 
re-living of the beginning of the greatest week of his life 
which included the most significant of his deeds. Let us 
place ourselves with those around him who would be truly 
faithful to him. But even they would fail him this week. 
Consider Simon Peter, whom our Lord had called the Rock 
— the name he would be known by in the infant Church, 
fie too was there accompanying our Lord as he entered 
Jerusalem amid the shouts and acclaim of the people, ffe 
too would have been joyful. Yet at the end of the week all 
this changed, and Christ, by the plan of God, would allow 
himself to fall into the hands of those who intended to kill 
him. Simon the Rock fled, as did the others. But they 
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loved our Lord, and after he rose from the dead, they with 
Peter at their head would love our Lord more ardently than 
ever before. Let us place ourselves with them always — 
with those who resolved to be faithful to Jesus Christ. 
They were the foundation of the Church which Christ was 
founding and of which we are members. In our hearts, let 
us sincerely, and with our knowledge of what was coming 
to our Lord this week, acclaim him as the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords. Let us resolve to acclaim Jesus as 
the Lord in our hearts our whole life long. 

Due to the acclaim of those around him, the City was 
abuzz with talk of him. That entry of our Lord into 
Jerusalem could be taken as a symbol of our Lord’s 
constant attempt down the ages to enter the hearts of men 
and the life of the world. This he does by means of the 
ministry of his Church. For this he depends on us, the 
Church’s members, and on our constant acclaim of him, 
which is to say, our unfailing witness of him. Our Lord is 
ever trying to enter his own city and that city is the world 
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which he himself has made. All too often he comes to his 
own and his own do not receive him. All too often he is 
crucified again and again in the rejection of him by the 
human heart, and in the sins of mankind. We all had a 
hand in that deed. Let us resolve to take our stand with 
Peter and the other Apostles as they acclaim him, which is 
to say let us do this as members of the Church and in union 
with the Church’s acknowledgment of him. We acclaim 
Jesus firstly in our own hearts day by day in prayer and 
silent obedience to the divine will. We acclaim Jesus by 
the witness of our Catholic lives in family and workplace 
and in the midst of those around us. We acclaim Jesus by 
speaking of him and of the Church his body whenever 
there is the opening. But acclaim him we must. That is 
our calling, just as it is the calling of the whole Church. 
Our Lord said that anyone who is ashamed of me before 
men, of him will I be ashamed before my heavenly Father. 
So today let us resolve so to live that our lives will be an 
acclamation of Jesus as Lord and Messiah. But in doing 
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this let us remember where Jesus is heading. Precisely as 
Messiah-King, he is heading to the Cross. It is by means of 
the Cross that he would redeem the world. So let us 
acclaim by our lives not just any Jesus, but the crucified 
Jesus. It means following our Lord along the way of 
obedience to the will of God amid suffering and opposition 
from those who do not accept the teaching of Christ as the 
Church proclaims it. In too many cases when suffering 
comes, God and his holy will are abandoned. Rather, let us 
ask the Holy Spirit to help us see that the suffering that is 
involved in obeying God’s will is the seed-bed of life and 
of holiness. Our Lord’s Cross has taught us this. 

When suffering comes our way in the living of our 
Catholic Faith and in fulfilling our God-given 
responsibilities, we should ask the Holy Spirit to help us 
offer ourselves up in union with Jesus for the fulfilment of 
the divine plan. By taking up daily our cross and following 
in the footsteps of the Master, the Messiah and King, we 
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acclaim our crucified Lord. It is in this way that we bring 
the world to acclaim him. 
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Monday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 35 (34): 1-2; 140 (139):8 
Contend, O Lord, with my contenders; fight those who 
fight me. Take up your buckler and shield; arise in my 
defence, Lord, my mighty help. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, though in our 
weakness we fail, we may be revived through the Passion 
of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-7; Psalm26; John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at 
Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from 
the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. 
Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining 
at the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure 
nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet 
and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled 
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with the fragrance of the perfume. But one of his disciples, 
Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, Why 
wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? 
It was worth a year’s wages. He did not say this because 
he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as 
keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what 
was put into it. Leave her alone, Jesus replied. It was 
intended that she should save this perfume for the day of 
my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but 
you will not always have me. Meanwhile a large crowd of 
Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only 
because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. So the chief priests made plans to 
kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the 
Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in 
him. (John 12:1-11) 

Mary and Judas St John’s Gospel informs us that 
Jesus loved Martha, Mary and Lazarus (John 11:5), and in 
particular, that he loved Lazarus (John 11:3 and 36) whom 
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he raised from the dead. He did not call Lazarus to be one 
of the Twelve, nor is there any evidence that he might have 
been among the seventy-two disciples that he sent out 
ahead of him (among whom, perhaps, was Matthaias who 
later was chosen to replace Judas — Acts 1:21-26). These 
appear to have been mainly Galileans (Luke 10:17). 
Martha and Mary are not mentioned as being among the 
women who accompanied the apostolic band in their 
labours, assisting them from their means. These too appear 
to have been Galileans (Luke 8:1-3). They are not 
mentioned among those women from Galilee present at his 
crucifixion (Luke 23:49; Mark 15:40-41). Nor were they 
among those who went to the tomb on Easter Sunday. 
They were very close friends of our Lord, living not in 
Galilee, but in Bethany, a village near to Jerusalem. The 
fact that they enjoyed the special love of Jesus shows that 
people from all walks of life and vocation may be 
privileged with his friendship. So our scene is a week or so 
before the Passover, and Jesus is in the home of his friend, 
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the recently-raised Lazarus. A dinner is being held in our 
Lord’s honour, with Martha lovingly organizing everything 
and Lazarus her brother reclining at the table with Jesus. 
Mary characteristically brings in what is perhaps the most 
precious item in the household. It is a pint of pure nard — 
that it was valuable is indicated in the mean and cranky 
remark of Judas, that it could have been sold for about 300 
denarii, in other words, for nearly a year’s wages (300 
days). In current terms, of course, that could be over 
twenty thousand dollars. Mary poured it all out in a matter 
of moments — it went on to the feet of Jesus, and as would 
a slave she wiped his feet — but with her very hair. It was 
a tremendous and costly manifestation of honour given to 
Jesus and the whole house was filled with the beautiful 
fragrance. It showed the absolute and loving allegiance of 
the three for Jesus their Lord. The picture of Mary at the 
feet of Jesus, of Martha serving him and his friends and 
associates, and of Lazarus reclining by his side, manifests 
the allegiance of their will to him. Their choice of him was 
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total: it is an example of what ought obtain in the life of 
each of us. 

We have before us in our Gospel passage today a 
dramatic contrast. In contrast to the gesture of Mary, 
representing the trio who so loved our Lord (and 
presumably her action would have been their joint 
decision), we have the hostility of one of our Lord’s own 
chosen Twelve. It would seem that “Iscariot” meant “man 
from Kerioth” or Carioth (perhaps the ruined site of 
Kuryatain), which as we read in the book of Joshua (15:25) 
would mean he was a Judean. He may have been the only 
Judean among the Twelve — and our Lord was a Judean 
too, of course, though raised from infancy in Galilee. But 
how terrible had Judas’ heart become! He lived in the very 
company of Jesus, a privilege which our ardent trio from 
Bethany did not have. He had been among our Lord’s 
early disciples, and must have been so promising. From all 
eternity he had been the object of the divine choice. St 
Paul writes that before the world began, God chose us in 
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Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight (Ephesians 
1:4). This was the case with Judas, a Judean (perhaps the 
only Judean!) chosen to belong to Jesus Christ in this 
unique sense. In his heart he turned away from Jesus 
Christ, the image of the unseen God. Doubtless it began in 
small things, to which Judas gave his full and unrepented 
consent, fie strove to hide his sins from the gaze of Jesus 
Christ, but of course our Lord saw it all. With mounting 
sadness our Lord perceived the presence of Satan’s 
activity. By the time of our Lord’s public declaration of 
the doctrine of the Eucharist at Capernaum, the heart of 
Judas had been deeply disaffected. Christ referred to him 
as “a devil” (John 7:70). It is something of a mystery to 
the human mind how this could have happened in view of 
the magnificent calling and graces which Judas received. 
But happen it did, and our Gospel today records a near¬ 
final stage in the tragic fall of Judas Iscariot. Shielding his 
resentment at such a display of honour given to Jesus, he 
grumbled at the loss of what could have been given to the 
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poor instead. At that point Christ rebuked him and 
defended the generosity of the hosts, while making explicit 
reference to what would be the crown of his life: his 
Passion and Death. She is preparing my body for burial, he 
said. Doubtless our Lord had seen that all his patient 
efforts with Judas were now unavailing. 

Our Gospel scene today places before us in vivid 
strokes the contrast between the one who stands by Jesus 
with all his heart, and the one who, tragically, does not. 
Let not anyone say that it is impossible to fall away from 
the Son of God made man! It happened to Judas, one of 
the Twelve. If only Judas had, let us say, approached our 
Lord and admitted his sorry state and asked for pardon and 
help to live up to the privilege of his calling! Imagine the 
graces and help he would have received. If only Judas had 
repented after his betrayal, instead of plunging into total 
despair! He could have become a saint, a martyr, a grand 
member of the Twelve after all, an eternal sign of the 
possibility of repentance and the power of divine grace. 
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His feast day would have been celebrated in the Church’s 
Liturgical Year till the end of time - as is that of each of 
the Twelve. Let us learn from our Gospel today (John 
12 : 1 - 11 ). 


Second reflection: (John 12:1-11) 

“Mary brought in a pound of very costly ointment, 
pure nard, and with it anointed the feet of Jesus, wiping 
them with her hair’’. 

For Jesus There are very many people who tend to 
think that Christianity is simply a matter of exercising 
certain virtues. They speak of something being a “very 
Christian thing to do”, and of a person being a “real 
Christian” — meaning by this that he is a person of 
integrity and benevolence. Now of course, virtues of this 
kind are part and parcel of a Christian life, but this notion 
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that many have of the Christian life lacks a most essential 
component. The most essential component of the Christian 
life is the knowledge and the love of the Person of Jesus. 
Christianity is not just a very benevolent lifestyle. It is not 
just a set of high moral values. It is not just a kindly way 
of looking on others and treating them. All of this flows 
from something deeper and very concrete. Being a 
Christian means being a disciple of a certain Person, a 
Person who lives in one’s mind and heart not just as an 
image or an ideal, but as a real Person whom one knows is 
alive and very active. There are some who regard the 
Christian life as of value only inasmuch as it results in 
useful service of others or of society. But no. The living 
Person of Jesus is the object of the heart and the life of the 
Christian, and the Christian is called to love and honour 
him as such. Gratitude and praise and adoration for the 
Person of Jesus ought be constantly growing in our hearts. 

Our daily work in the service of others ought have this 
constant love for and acknowledgment of Jesus as its 
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fundamental source. For this reason the Church highly 
values the contemplative life of, say, the enclosed 
Carmelite Religious, because in such a life the Church is 
constantly rendering explicit and prayerful homage to the 
Person of Jesus. In our Gospel today, “They gave a dinner 
for him” at the home of Lazarus whom he had raised from 
the dead. They were honouring him very explicitly and 
giving him thanks. Then “Mary brought in a pound of very 
costly ointment, pure nard, and with it anointed the feet of 
Jesus, wiping them with her hair” (John 12:1-11). He was 
being honoured in the highest way. Our Lord accepted the 
honour and gratitude and acknowledgment, and in so doing 
reminds us that what Mary did ought be a constant part of 
the life of the Christian in his prayer, his work, and his 
witness before others. Christ is to be honoured and 
glorified by his disciples and by the Church in its dealings 
with the world. Judas complained that the money spent on 
our Lord in this way could have been given to the poor. 
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But no. For his complaint he was rebuked by our Lord. 
That money was excellently spent in giving glory to Jesus. 

So too in our life day by day in our prayers, thoughts, 
work, joys and sufferings we ought be pouring out on the 
Person of Jesus the very best we have, just as did Mary the 
sister of Martha and Lazarus, with her pure nard. Let us 
also resolve to focus our hearts on the Person of Jesus and 
pour out our all on him. 
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Tuesday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 12 Do not leave me to 
the will of my foes, O Lord, for false witnesses rise up 
against me and they breathe out violence. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate 
the mysteries of the Lord's Passion that we may merit to 
receive your pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 70; 

John 13:21-33.36-38 

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and 
testified, I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray 
me. His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know 
which of them he meant. One of them, the disciple whom 
Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter 
motioned to this disciple and said, Ask him which one he 
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means. Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, Lord, 
who is it? Jesus answered, It is the one to whom I will give 
this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish. Then, 
dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son 
of Simon. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered 
into him. What you are about to do, do quickly, Jesus told 
him, but no-one at the meal understood why Jesus said this 
to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some 
thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for 
the Feast, or to give something to the poor. As soon as 
Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. 
When he was gone, Jesus said, Now is the Son of Man 
glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in 
him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify 
him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so 
I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. Simon 
Peter asked him, Lord, where are you going? Jesus replied, 
Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will 
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follow later. Peter asked, Lord, why can't I follow you 
now? I will lay down my life for you. Then Jesus 
answered, Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell 
you the truth, before the cock crows, you will disown me 
three times! (John 13:21-33.36-38) 

Judas Since Darwin published his Origin of 
Species (1859), there has been an unending fascination 
with the theory, presumed as established fact, of the 
evolution of man from animals. There is another 
fascinating thing about the origins of man. But knowledge 
of it depends on the acceptance of divine revelation — and 
being revealed, as against the human hypothesis of 
evolution, it is therefore quite certain. I refer to man’s 
exceedingly bad beginning. We read in the Sacred 
Scriptures that man came from the hand of God: of all the 
things that the Lord God made, it is man whom he made in 
his own image, after his own likeness (Genesis 1:26). As 
being in his image, he made him lord over “the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air” — lord over everything 
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“upon the earth” — and “male and female he created them” 
(Genesis 1:26-27). There was nothing wrong with man as 
he came forth from the hand of God, and the woman he 
gave to him was just like him. They were both very good, 
the marvel of God’s visible creation, its king and queen. 
But their first deliberate action as recorded in the 
Scriptures was, we might say, traitorous. They were 
beholden to God for his goodness and enjoyed his favour 
and friendship. Being placed in the Garden, there appeared 
to the Woman the Serpent — a serpentine shining being 
who presented the appearance of wisdom (“more subtle 
than any other wild creature”). This interlocutor instantly 
raised false suspicions about God: “Did God say, you shall 
not eat of any tree...?” He was manifestly no friend of 
God, and the Woman chose to enter into dialogue with 
him. Rather than shunning him with a resounding snub, 
she decided to converse with him. Then, in response to the 
Serpent’s suggestion, she clarified the nature of God’s 
command. But she chose to do so in a way that left the 
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door open to further suggestions. It was what a traitor 
might do who knowingly opens himself to being drawn and 
enticed to the side of the enemy of his lord. The Serpent 
then put his proposal that she choose to be God’s 
antagonist in glory: “You will be like God,” and she chose 
to go over to the Serpent’s side. She was a traitor, and 
proceeded to seduce the Man to the same course. He chose 
to accede without any discussion or resistance. It was all 
up, and ruin followed not only to them, but to all of us their 
progeny. How did this come to pass, when they had such 
clarity of sight and such blessings? It is the mystery of sin, 
the mystery and power of human choice and of God’s 
permitting evil decisions. 

So the ages passed and there appeared in man’s midst 
the grand Promise: the One who would bruise and crush 
the head of the Serpent (Genesis 3:15). Jesus Christ came 
unto his own in order to give to all who received him the 
power to become children of God (John 1:12). He formed 
about him the Twelve, the foundation stones of his Church 
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that would bring the saving knowledge and love of him to 
the nations. The splendour of the relationship with Christ 
that this entailed is manifested in the first encounter 
between Jesus and his principal Apostles. We read in St 
John’s Gospel that when (to two of his own) John the 
Baptist pointed out Jesus as the Lamb of God, they 
immediately followed Jesus. Come and see! Jesus said to 
them — and they stayed with him the rest of that day, and 
would never turn back despite their failures. They had 
found the pearl of great price and sold all they had, as it 
were, to get the pearl. “We have found the Messiah,” 
Andrew said to Simon — and he brought him to Jesus 
(John 1:35-42). But there was another who followed Jesus, 
and whom Jesus deliberately — after a night in prayer to 
God his Father (Luke 6:12-16) — called to be one of the 
Apostolic foundation. It was Judas the traitor. Judas is 
mentioned always in the Gospels last in the list and as the 
traitor. This is the significant thing about him. He had the 
inestimable friendship of Jesus Christ, daily contact with 
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him. He lived in the presence of the Incarnate God, with 
the constant offer of his personal friendship and 
magnificent prospects ahead of him for personal sanctity 
and untold fruitfulness of life. His feast day could have 
been celebrated every year in the Church’s liturgy till the 
end of the world. Christ made no mistake about him, just 
as God made no mistake about Adam and Eve. He had 
been chosen from before the foundation of the world to be 
holy and to be in Christ. But of course it depended on 
personal choice, as it did with Adam and Eve. 
Inexplicably, he chose to entertain insinuating thoughts 
from the enemy whom Christ called the prince of this 
world. This was the Shining One who presents himself as 
wise (Genesis 3:1), the ancient serpent called the Devil, as 
St John dubs him (Revelation 12:9). Judas chose to 
dialogue interiorly with the one who opposed Christ — as 
would a traitor. As our Gospel today shows ((John 13:21 - 
33.36-38), the point was reached when he traitorously 
crossed the line against Jesus. 
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This is the mystery of sin and evil — how could Judas 
have done this? We do not know, except that every time we 
deliberately commit a venial sin, we inch along in that 
direction. The next mystery is, why did Christ allow it? 
Why does God allow evil choices? We do not know other 
than to say that, in Christ’s absolutely unerring and 
infallible judgment, it was best for Judas and for all, that 
Judas not be cast out (as the buyers and sellers had been 
cast out of the Temple), fie patiently and anxiously 
continued to extend to Judas the love he had given. But to 
no avail. This betrayal is one of the most horrible things 
that has happened in human history. But from it all came 
the glory of God: “Now is the Son of Man glorified.” 


Second reflection: (John 13:21-33.36-38) 

Human Choice Several years back there was a 
flurry of excitement in the world’s media over the National 
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Geographic Society’s publication of the (third to fourth 
century AD) Gnostic manuscript dubbed The Gospel of 
Judas. In this particular Gnostic piece, Judas is presented 
as fulfilling a divine mission. Gnosticism has had a long 
history and is alive and well, as exemplified in the novel, 
The Da Vinci Code. The danger, of course, is that fantasies 
like this can infect the religious imagination of an 
undiscriminating readership. But let this introduce for our 
brief consideration the figure of Judas. Judas was chosen 
by our Lord to be his companion and to participate in an 
altogether special manner in his mission. He had the 
privilege of the direct and constant company of the Son of 
God made Man for nearly three years. Even at the moment 
of betrayal in the Garden, our Lord addressed Judas as 
Friend. As St John writes in his account of the Last 
Supper, “At that instant, after Judas had taken the bread, 
Satan entered him” (John 13:21-33.36-38). Judas turned 
away from Jesus, and chose the path of Satan. The tragedy 
of Judas shows forth the drama of human choice. Now, we 
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each of us can choose for good or for evil. We can choose 
Christ or we can choose Satan. Any of us can do this, and 
we can be led astray in our choices little by little. Even the 
angels made their choice, and there were many who chose 
against God. We human beings have the blessing of time, 
which is to say we can reaffirm and grow in our choice day 
by day and minute by minute. It is not all over in one 
momentous choice. Every day we rise from our sleep and 
can make our Morning Offering, giving the day to Christ 
and his love and grace, renewing that choice during the day 
by our dedicated work and by our constant prayer. We 
must be vigilant, because Satan wishes to enter us too, just 
as he entered Judas. He wishes to insinuate his 
suggestions, make them plausible to our imagination and 
our reason, and gradually prompt within us the loss of a 
spiritual and Catholic mind. He wants to help us justify sin 
and call it something good, just as he did to Eve when he 
told he that “No! You will not die!” Rather, “You will 
become like God”. 
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Let us then appreciate the grandeur of our liberty and 
its possibilities. The exercise of our freedom can take us to 
sanctity by the power of Christ’s grace — yet it must be 
guarded, for it can lead to a catastrophic ruin. Let us then 
think of the tragedy of Judas, and resolve to take our stand 
by Christ, rejecting Satan and sin. 

-- 
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Wednesday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Phil 2:10, 8, 11 At the name of 
Jesus, every knee should bend of those in heaven and on 
the earth and under the earth, for the Lord became obedient 
to death, death on a cross: therefore Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Lather. 

Collect O God, who willed your Son to submit for our 
sake to the yoke of the Cross, so that you might drive from 
us the power of the enemy, grant us, your servants, to attain 
the grace of the resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 68; 

Matthew 26:14-25 

One of the Twelve — the one called Judas Iscariot — 
went to the chief priests and asked, What are you willing to 
give me if I hand him over to you? So they counted out for 
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him thirty silver coins. From then on Judas watched for an 
opportunity to hand him over. On the first day of the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and 
asked, Where do you want us to make preparations for you 
to eat the Passover? He replied, Go into the city to a 
certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed 
time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my 
disciples at your house. ’ So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them and prepared the Passover. When evening 
came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 
And while they were eating, he said, I tell you the truth, 
one of you will betray me. They were very sad and began 
to say to him one after the other, Surely not I, Lord? Jesus 
replied, The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl 
with me will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is 
written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the 
Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been 
bom. Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, 
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Surely not I, Rabbi? Jesus answered, Yes, it is you. 
(Matthew 26:14-25) 

Iscariot Our Gospel passage today includes at least 
four references to Judas Iscariot. To begin with there is, on 
Judas’s own initiative, his meeting with the chief priests to 
propose his betrayal of Jesus to them. There is his ongoing 
planning to engineer some opportunity to effect this. There 
is our Lord’s announcement at the Last Supper that one of 
his Twelve will betray him. Finally, there is Christ’s word 
to Judas, when questioned by him, that he is the betrayer. 
This is not to say that the Gospel passage is primarily about 
Judas Iscariot. It is about Jesus Christ, the sad 
circumstances of his Sacrifice, his full awareness of what 
was secretly happening, and the magnificence of his Person 
amid the countdown to Calvary. Still, the dark tragedy of 
Judas looms at this point. “Judas” (“Ioudas” in Greek and 
“Iudas” in Latin) was the common Hebrew name, Judah 
(Yehudah, for “God is praised”). The meaning of 
“Iscariot” is uncertain, but quite possibly it is “Ish Kerioth” 
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— “a man from Kerioth.” St John refers to him as “Judas 
of Simon Iscariot” (6:71). So his father was Simon, the 
man of Kerioth. Later in his Gospel (13:2), John refers to 
Judas in the same way: “Judas (the son) of Simon Iscariot” 
(Ioudas Zimonos Iscariotou). He also refers to him simply 
as “Judas” (18:2), and as “Judas the Iscariot” (Iodas ho 
Iskariotos) (John 12:4). In our passage today from 
Matthew, he is “one of the twelve, the one being called 
Judas Iscariot” (ho legomenos Ioudas Iskariotos). This 
may suggest that “Iscariot” was used within the Twelve 
also to distinguish him from the other Judas (from Galilee). 
We read in the Gospel of St Luke that “Judas of James” 
was one of the Twelve — he may be the same as Thaddeus 
in Mark and Matthew. In the Gospel of St John, one of the 
Twelve is Judas “not the Iscariot” (14:22) - i.e., Judas “not 
the man of/from Kerioth”. So perhaps “Iscariot” not only 
indicates a virtual surname and place of family origin (like 
“of Nazareth” for Jesus), but a means of distinguishing him 
from another among the Twelve. Judas was, after all, a 
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common first name — Judah was one of the twelve sons of 
Jacob. Kerioth itself is commonly regarded as a town in 
the south of Judea (mentioned in Joshua 15:25). It has 
been usually identified with the ruins of el-Kureitein, about 
10 miles south of Hebron. 

Imagine the boy Judas growing up — we know his 
father’s name. As said, perhaps he came from Kerioth in 
Judea. Like each of the Twelve, he doubtlessly had his 
dark points, but there must have been a lot going for him 
because he is found among our Lord’s many disciples. 
Where did he begin to follow our Lord, and when was he 
first noticed by the Master? We know nothing of this. 
Probably Judas was the single Judean among the Twelve. 
Think of the moment when Christ called him to be one of 
the Apostles, the Twelve. In our passage today (Matthew 
26:14-25), our Lord exclaims, “The Son of Man will go 
just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who 
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he 
had not been bom.” Some readers take this to mean that 
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our Lord was virtually saying that it would have been 
better had God not brought Judas into existence — which 
is to say that God made a mistake in so doing. Apart from 
the inherent absurdity of this, it is hardly what our Lord 
would have thought when calling Judas to be an Apostle. 
Judas was created for a special purpose: to be one of the 
foundation stones of the Church, a companion and co- 
worker of the Master. His was a glorious destiny, and 
Christ had been implementing it by drawing Judas into his 
special friendship. To the last, our Lord addressed him as 
“Friend” — it was his last word to Judas (Matthew 26:50). 
No — Christ could not have meant that it would have been 
better had God not created Judas at all. Christ’s love for 
him was so gratuitous and so great that he would not cast 
him out of the holy circle. But he could see the terrible 
course the heart of Judas was taking. Perhaps Christ’s 
restraint with respect to Judas was due to his perception 
that there was little that a direct word of his could do. So 
he prayed, he waited, he extended his love. But, as he said 
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openly to the Twelve on one occasion, “one of you is a 
devil” (John 6:69). Christ’s statement that it would be 
better had his traitor not been born was typical Hebraic 
hyperbole expressing the fact that his chosen companion 
was about to commit a unique and unheard-of enormity, a 
great sin of the worst order. It is, as it were, from Judas’s 
point of view (and not God’s), that Christ is saying, it 
would have been better had he never been born. 

The story of Judas, a real person who made definite 
choices for which he was personally responsible, is the 
story of the mystery and tragedy of sin. Sin is the most 
terrible thing in the world, far worse than the greatest 
natural disasters or loss of personal fortune. It is worse 
than the loss of one’s very life. Sin is the one thing to be 
avoided at all cost — we must endeavour to avoid 
deliberate sin no matter how slight and venial. Judas began 
his descent with small choices, choices that no-one knew 
about except God his Creator. He chose the course of 
unrepented sin, and this was a man favoured with the most 
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priceless jewel of all, the pearl of great price — friendship 
with Jesus Christ. Let us learn from this tragic lesson, 
then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 26:14-25) 

“Better for that man if he had never been born!’ 
Judas...asked in his turn, ‘NotI, Rabbi, surely?”’ 

Betrayal Consider for a moment the many persons 
who were the principal cause of great harm and 
destruction. Let us think of the massacres and slaughter 
perpetrated by Alexander the Great, various Roman 
Emperors, Genghis Khan, and so many others right to our 
own day. Man is capable of doing great harm and yet the 
world continues on in its pattern of rising and falling, of 
death and life. There would seem to be a Hand at work in 
the course of the world that preserves it from utter collapse 
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and, indeed, brings forth new beginnings. For the one 
disposed to accept the reality of God and of his 
governance, there appears in the course of history plenty of 
evidence of an overarching Providence. Yet, we could say, 
woe betide the one who causes the harm! Our Lord made 
this very observation at the Last Supper in respect to his 
own betrayal and death. What a monstrous event that was! 
If we shudder at the thought of the holocaust, what is it to 
think of the betrayal and killing of the Man who was God? 
This has to be regarded as a cosmic drama, dimly manifest 
in the darkening of the sky, the shuddering of the earth and 
the rending of the veil of the Temple. The all-holy Son of 
God had been slain. Our Lord remarked on it with 
profound sadness at the Last Supper, “Someone who has 
dipped his hand into the dish with me, will betray me.” 
But as with everything in the world, God had his plan: 
“The Son of Man is going to his fate, as the scriptures say 
he will”. An awesome remark then follows: “but alas for 
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that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! Better for 
that man if he had never been bom!” (Matthew 26:14-25). 

It reminds us of our God-given responsibility. Every 
one of us must learn to feel a profound sense of 
responsibility for the life we have been granted and for the 
good or evil we do. Our life can be fruitful in the sight of 
God, it can be squandered, and it can be the source of great 
harm and evil. Let us resolve to make use of every minute 
under the gaze of our all-holy Father and Judge. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday of Holy Week 
(The Lord’s Last Supper) 

At the Evening Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6:14 We should glory in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, 
life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and 
delivered. 

Collect O God, who have called us to participate in this 
most sacred Supper, in which your Only Begotten Son, 
when about to hand himself over to death, entrusted to the 
Church a sacrifice new for all eternity, the banquet of his 
love, grant, we pray, that we may draw from so great a 
mystery, the fullness of charity and of life. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 12:1-8.11-14; Psalm 115; 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 
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It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that 
the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
now showed them the full extent of his love. The evening 
meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted 
Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew 
that the Father had put all things under his power, and that 
he had come from God and was returning to God; so he 
got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel round his waist. After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, 
drying them with the towel that was wrapped round him. 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet? Jesus replied, You do not realise 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand. No, 
said Peter, you shall never wash my feet. Jesus answered, 
Unless I wash you, you have no part with me. Then, Lord, 
Simon Peter replied, not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well! Jesus answered, A person who has had a 
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bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. 
And you are clean, though not every one of you. For he 
knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he 
said not every one was clean. When he had finished 
washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. Do you understand what I have done for you? he 
asked them. You call me ‘Teacher ’ and ‘Lord ’, and rightly 
so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another's feet. I have set you an example that you should 
do as I have done for you. (John 13:1-15) 

The Cleansing Today we begin the celebration of 
what the Church calls the Holy Triduum, the three most 
sacred days of the Church’s year, when Christ instituted the 
Eucharist and the priesthood, when he underwent his 
saving Passion and Death, and when he rose from the dead 
to share with us his divine life. Let us contemplate the 
opening scene in this three-day drama, our Lord’s Last 
Supper when he instituted the ministerial priesthood and 
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the most holy Eucharist. Let us notice how it began with a 
cleansing. In the Gospel of St John we are told that “He 
had always loved those who were his own in the world, but 
now he showed how perfect his love was. ...” The action 
was to be a demonstration of his love. So “he got up from 
table, removed his outer garment and, taking a towel, 
wrapped it round his waist; he then poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel he was wearing.” Peter protested, but 
Jesus said there was a meaning to it that he would later 
perceive. ‘“At the moment you do not know what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.’ ‘Never!’ said Peter 
‘You shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus replied, if I do not 
wash you, you can have nothing in common with me.’ 
‘Then, Lord,’ said Simon Peter ‘not only my feet, but my 
hands and my head as well!”’ This drew from our Lord a 
significant reply: “No one who has taken a bath needs 
washing, he is clean all over. You too are clean, though 
not all of you are” (John 13:1-15). His words suggest the 
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cleansing from sin. Of course, as our Lord goes on to 
explain, he was giving a lesson to his apostles about 
humble service. “If I who am the Lord and Master wash 
your feet, you should wash each other’s feet.” But it goes 
more deeply than simply a lesson about Christ-like 
fraternal love and service. Our Lord was also 
demonstrating to his most intimate friends and 
collaborators the nature of his mission: he had come to 
cleanse mankind from sin, to take away the sin of the world 
— including the sins of his disciples. He would 
accomplish this cleansing by his Passion and Death the 
next day. The Eucharist, which he was about to institute 
during this his last paschal feast with his apostles, would 
unite them to him in his coming offering of himself to the 
Father. This offering of himself at Calvary would atone for 
the sins of the world. 

At Christ’s conception the angel had told the Virgin 
Mary that he would save his people from their sins 
(Matthew 1:21). At the beginning of our Lord’s public 
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ministry, John the Baptist prophetically declared that he 
was the Lamb of God who would take away of the sin of 
the world. He would also baptize with the Holy Spirit 
(John 1:29-33). This cleansing of mankind from sin would 
be achieved by means of his Death and Resurrection. By 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit he would renew mankind 
with a share in the divine life. At the Last Supper, which 
was the beginning of this great work, our Lord engages in a 
prophetic action: the washing of the feet of his apostles. 
As already said, it was a lesson of humble service. He was 
giving an example to them of humility. But this humble 
service was also a picture of what he would do for them 
and for all mankind the next day. St Paul tells us in one of 
his Letters that Christ was divine, yet he did not cling to his 
divine condition but gave it up and took on man’s 
condition, becoming humbler still, even to death. His 
death was the most profound act of humble service. Its 
purpose was to cleanse: to take away the sin of the world 
and to make all things new with the life of God. Christ, the 
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Prophet who was to come, was acting with gestures like 
many prophets before him. This cleansing from sin was 
symbolized in the washing of the feet. Moreover, our Lord 
tells his disciples that they were to do to one another what 
he had done to them. This would include their going forth 
to bring the forgiveness of sins to mankind — the washing 
of hearts, minds and souls from the grasp and stain of sin. 
They were to wash the feet of Christ’s future disciples, and 
the cleansing from sin was a fundamental aspect of this 
mission of the Church. On the evening of the day Christ 
rose from the dead he appeared to his disciples in the 
Upper Room, and breathed on them the Holy Spirit, saying 
to them, “Those whose sins you forgive they are forgiven 
them. Whose sins you retain they are retained” (John 
20:22-23). Our Lord was giving to them the power to do 
what he had demonstrated prophetically at his Last Supper. 
This power to forgive sins is exercised by the ordained 
priesthood. It is a principal blessing of the redemption 
which the ordained priest brings to Christ’s faithful. 



951 


Every time we go to Confession - the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation - Christ bends down and 
washes our feet. He cleanses us from the sins we have 
confessed, and he reconciles us to himself and to his Father 
by the gift and the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us then 
resolve to make very good Confessions, vividly realizing 
that it is Christ we are speaking to in going to the priest, 
and realizing that it is Christ who is present and acting in 
power in this Sacrament. Let us resolve to go to 
Confession frequently and with a lively sense of Jesus 
himself being there, thinking of how our sins nailed him to 
the Cross. For as St Paul writes, Christ loved me and gave 
himself up for me. 
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Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
[GOOD FRIDAY] 

Prayer Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your 
eternal protection sanctify your servants, for whom Christ 
your Son, by the shedding of his Blood, established the 
Paschal Mystery. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who by the Passion of Christ your Son, our Lord, 
abolished the death inherited from ancient sin by every 
succeeding generation, grant that just as, being conformed 
to him, we have borne by the law of nature the image of the 
man of earth, so by the sanctification of grace we may bear 
the image of the Man of heaven. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Hebrews 4:14-16; 

5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42 
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Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king? ” The 
chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar. ” 
Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they 
took Jesus, and, carrying the cross himself, he went out to 
what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha. 
There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on 
either side, with Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had an 
inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus 
the Nazarene, the King of the Jews. ” Now many of the 
Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 
Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews 
said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews, ’ but 
that he said, 7 am the King of the Jews ’. ” Pilate 
answered, “What I have written, I have written.’’ 
(John 19:15-22: part of the Gospel for Good Friday) 

Christ’s Death The longest section in each of the 
Gospels is the account of the Passion and Death of our 
Lord, and on Palm Sunday and on Good Friday we hear the 
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full inspired text narrating the event. This is because the 
most important part of our Lord’s life and mission was his 
Passion and Death, followed by his Resurrection. For this 
reason too, these three days — Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and then the Easter Vigil — are celebrated with the 
greatest solemnity in the Church’s year. 

It scarcely needs to be said that every person on this 
earth will at some point suffer and die. A great and good 
man comes down with a debilitating and painful illness. A 
person in good health suffers a terrible and humiliating 
stroke which leaves him helpless. A prime minister goes 
swimming and is drowned at sea. A good father of a 
family dies, or a promising youth. The question naturally 
rises, what is the meaning of that death? Death can be a 
blessed release, but all too often it is the end of everything 
worthwhile that we do or might have done. Many would 
say that there is no particular meaning in death. It is 
simply an unfortunate occurrence, a brute fact of life — it 
just happens. It is the end of good things and a simple 
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negative, unless it has had the effect of taking away a 
burden or a person who is a burden or cause of harm to 
others. Death is seen by most as meaningless and as 
simply to be avoided at any cost. Now, of course there is 
some truth in this. Who could possibly think, just going on 
appearances, that death is in itself a good thing? It is 
indeed the destruction of life, and life is good. Writing 
under divine inspiration, St Paul tells us more of its origins 
and its evil. In the Letter to the Romans he writes that sin 
entered the world through one man and with sin came 
death and death has spread to the whole human race. So 
death is the break-up and ruin of man, and this is brought 
about by sin. There is nothing positive there, and it is the 
undying, inexorable problem for man. The pressing 
question in human life is, what is to be done about 
suffering and death? It seems to be almost a cosmic 
problem, and it cries out to be fixed - at least in principle. 
But who could possibly answer such a need as the sin of 
the world? We can fix a table, a bridge, even the economy, 
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or an international problem, but who could fix the problem 
of the sin of the world, which in principle lies at the root of 
all the world’s problems? And, just as perplexing, what 
would be the remedy? Further, who could bring the 
benefits of this remedy to all mankind? Clearly it is all 
beyond the power of man. The answer has come: the 
Angel Gabriel said to Joseph that the Child would save his 
people from their sins (Matthew 1: 21). The good news is 
that God so loved the world that he sent his only Son not to 
condemn the world but to save it from the fundamental 
problem, which was sin. 

The words of the Angel do not tell Joseph, nor did the 
Angel tell the Virgin Mary immediately (Luke 1:30-38), 
how the Messiah her Child would fulfil his divine mission. 
Further light on the great sufferings it would involve came 
with the words of Simeon (Luke 2:34-35). At the 
beginning of Christ’s public ministry, John the Baptist 
pointed to our Lord and said to two of his disciples, 
“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
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world.” John alludes to his being “the Lamb”, possibly 
God’s Paschal Lamb. But there is no formal and explicit 
mention of great suffering and rejection. Indeed, the 
Gospel suggests that John had assumptions of how Christ 
would do it that were not the truth of the matter, for he sent 
his disciples to ask our Lord for confirmation that he was 
the One to come (Luke 7:18-23). The surprise of God’s 
redemptive plan (though foretold in the Scriptures — such 
as in the Suffering Servant passages of Deutero-Isaiah) was 
that the Messiah would save the world by his obedient 
suffering. The Saviour would be the Suffering Servant of 
God, and by his sufferings he would atone for the many. 
The result of man’s sin was suffering and death, and it was 
through suffering and death that Jesus Christ saved the 
world from its sin. Why the Messiah had to suffer and to 
die, we are not told. Why the Father burdened his Son with 
a horrible death, rather than taking away sins some easier 
way, is not explained. But do this he did, and the Passion 
and Death of the Messiah was what saved us all. Death 
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thus acquired a new and profound meaning that affected 
everything and a cosmic breakthrough was achieved. Now, 
the fundamental point to bear in mind is that his Passion 
and Death was the expression of his obedience to the 
Father. Suffering and death entered the world because of 
Adam’s sin, because of his disobedience to God. Life and 
salvation was brought back to the world because of 
Christ’s obedience. Christ’s suffering and death expressed 
obedience to the utter limit. So suffering and death borne 
in obedience have acquired a new meaning. By uniting 
ourselves with Christ in his obedience to the Father’s will, 
we contribute to the salvation he has effected. The essence 
of our union with our Lord is our union with him in 
obedience. 

Suffering that is the result of disobedience to the will 
of God is not fruitful. Suffering that is part and parcel of 
doing God’s will in union with Jesus is full of fruitfulness 
precisely because it was the chosen path of Christ. So it is 
that the sick, the suffering and the dying can so live that 
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they may do more good in the sight of God than an active 
person in the fullness of health. The key to it all is to live 
in union with Jesus, especially in his suffering and death. 
Let us celebrate the victory of Christ over sin which he 
achieved by his obedience unto death, dying on a cross. 
Let us resolve to share in his victory by following closely 
in his footsteps day by day, carrying our cross and bearing 
whatever sufferings are involved in doing the will of God. 


Vb»©«dv 





960 


Holy Saturday (In the Morning) 

On Holy Saturday the Church waits at the Lord’s tomb, 
meditating on his suffering and death. The altar in the 
church is left bare, and the sacrifice of the Mass is not 
celebrated. Only after the solemn Vigil at night, held in 
anticipation of the resurrection, does the Easter celebration 
begin, with a spirit of joy that overflows into the following 
period of fifty days. 

Possible Scripture reading : John 19:38-42. 

Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly 
because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he 
came and took the body away. He was accompanied by 
Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. 
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body, the two of them 
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in 
accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place 
where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the 
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garden a new tomb, in which no-one had ever been laid. 
Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the 
tomb was near by, they laid Jesus there. (John 19:38-42) 

Christ in Death Judaism rejects the claim that 
Jesus is divine, or a Person of a Trinity, or a mediator 
between man and God (that “no one comes to the Father 
but by me”). Nor is Jesus the Messiah - he did not fulfil 
the Messianic prophecies in the Tanakh (the Law, the 
Prophets and the Writings in the Masoretic Hebrew Bible). 
Nor did he have the personal qualifications of the Messiah. 
His miserable death, apart from his unprecedented divine 
claims, confirms their view. We see the presence in the 
Gospels themselves of persons representing this view of 
Jesus Christ. According to Jewish tradition, there were no 
prophets after Malachi. Islam considers Jesus to be a 
messenger of God and the messiah who was sent to guide 
Israel with a new Gospel. So he was a special prophet — 
he was a Muslim (that is, one who submits to God). But of 
course, Islam denies that Jesus was God incarnate or the 
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divine Son of God, that he was ever crucified or 
resurrected, or that he ever atoned for the sins of mankind. 
The Qur’an says that Jesus himself never claimed any of 
these things, and that the Christian Gospel misrepresents 
the true situation. In the Islamic view he could not have 
been put to death because this would have meant the 
triumph of evil men. The benevolent atheist will allow for 
Christ’s death and think it was a mishap, a deed perpetrated 
by those who did not like the religious or civil upset that he 
caused. But it had no more significance than that of 
countless other reformers — and certainly he did not rise 
from the dead. Today, on Holy Saturday, the Church, 
having remembered and celebrated the atonement for 
mankind which his death effected, dwells on the sheer fact 
of his being dead. There is no liturgical celebration. 
Christ’s lifeless body was in the tomb from the Friday 
afternoon till early on the Sunday morning. His body was 
inert, without life, though not undergoing any corruption. 
Our Lord himself had referred to this: “For as Jonah was in 
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the stomach of the sea creature three days and three nights, 
so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three 
days and three nights” (Matt. 12:40). The “earth” here 
means “death”: St Peter in his sermon following the gift of 
the Spirit at Pentecost says that Christ was loosed from 
“death” and its “power” (Acts 2:24). 

Christ’s period in death manifests the very reality of 
his having died for us and our salvation. There was no 
doubting his death by those who knew him and were close 
to him. Like all others he experienced death, and joined 
others among the dead. The soldiers knew he had died; 
Pilate knew it; the Jewish leaders knew it; Christ’s 
disciples knew it. It was all over and he was buried — 
hastily because of the evening arrival of the Sabbath and its 
strict rest. There his body lay in Joseph of Arimathea’s 
tomb till the early hours of the third day, when the women 
would soon, as early as possible, be on their way to prepare 
it for its permanent repose in death. During Christ's period 
in the tomb, his divine Person continued to assume both his 
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soul and his body as it had during life, although they were 
separated from each other by death. For this reason the 
dead Christ's body “saw no corruption” (Acts 13:37). 
During these, let us say, thirty-five hours (or so) of sojourn 
in the realm of the dead (Hades in Greek, Sheol in 
Hebrew), he went to those who were with Abraham (Luke 
16:22-26). The Catechism of the Catholic Church has this 
to say: “The gospel was preached even to the dead. The 
descent into hell brings the Gospel message of salvation to 
complete fulfilment. This is the last phase of Jesus' 
messianic mission, a phase which is condensed in time but 
vast in its real significance: the spread of Christ's 
redemptive work to all men of all times and all places, for 
all who are saved have been made sharers in the 
redemption. Christ went down into the depths of death so 
that ‘the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
those who hear will live’. Jesus, ‘the Author of life’, by 
dying destroyed ‘him who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and [delivered] all those who through fear of 
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death were subject to lifelong bondage.’ Henceforth the 
risen Christ holds ‘the keys of Death and Hades’, so that ‘at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth.’ Today a great silence reigns on 
earth, .... because the King is asleep .... He has gone to 
search for Adam, our first father, ... he has gone to free 
from sorrow Adam in his bonds and Eve, captive with him 
— He who is both their God and the son of Eve....” (CCC 
No. 635). Christ was active even in death. 

Let us contemplate Christ in death. In the famous 
Shroud of Turin we have a stunning icon of Christ in death. 
How grand and noble the mien of the Man of the Shroud! 
He is in peace, despite his atrocious sufferings. There he 
lies. His Person dwells in the abode of the dead, awaiting 
the moment foretold in Scripture when he would, by his 
own power, rise again. Imagine him amid the joy of the 
just awaiting the great moment. Imagine him with 
Abraham, the Patriarchs, the holy kings, priests and 
prophets, the numerous holy souls of God’s chosen people 
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who awaited in faith and obedience the coming of the 
Messiah. Imagine him with Joseph his foster-father by his 
side — holy souls awaiting their entry into heaven. Let us 
understand how great is our blessing. We have the 
knowledge of the Father, the Son and the Spirit. It takes us 
to holiness and heaven. 


Second reflection: (John 19:42) 

“Since it was the Jewish Day of Preparation and the 
tomb was near at hand, they laid Jesus there. ” 

Jesus in Death Let us in our minds keep company 
with our Lord as he lies in his tomb. There he lies, dead. 
The scene of Christ in the tomb surely shows forth the 
power and the destructiveness of sin, for it was sin which 
nailed Christ to the cross and brought him to his death. So 
as we gaze upon his lifeless body, let us think of the sin 
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which did this, the sin which is at work in each of us, the 
sin which is at work in the world. At the same time the 
lifeless body of Christ shows forth the love of God. It was 
the love of Christ for his heavenly Father and for each of us 
which led him to take to himself the burden of our sins. It 
was the love of God our Father for us that led him to send 
his Son to save the world from sin by dying on the Cross. 

The lifeless body of Christ in the tomb shows forth 
the power of sin, the far greater power of God's love, and 
the victory that that love was soon to have. Let us then 
today be with Christ in the tomb, thinking of the sin of the 
world and of how Christ, for love of the Father and for us, 
took it away by his Passion and Death. We await his 
resurrection which will bring us the promise of new life. 
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Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of the Lord 

(Easter Vigil) 

Prayer O God, who make this most sacred night radiant 
with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, stir up in your 
Church a spirit of adoption, so that, renewed in body and 
mind, we may render you undivided service. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Easter Vigil readings : Genesis 1:1-2:2 or 1:1, 26-3la; 
Psalm 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35; Genesis 22:1-18 
or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Psalml6:5, 8, 9-10, 11; 
Exodus 14:15-15:1; Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; 
Isaiah 54:5-14; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; Isaiah 55:1- 
11; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Baruch 3:9-15, 32(4:4); Psalm 
19:8,9, 10, 11; Ezechiel 36:16-17a, 18-28; When baptism 
is celebrated: Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4; When baptism is not 
celebrated: Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Epistle: Rom 6:3-11; 
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Responsorial Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 

Gospel: Mark 16:1-7 (Year B) 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they 
might go to anoint Jesus ’ body. Very early on the first day 
of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the 
tomb and they asked each other, Who will roll the stone 
away from the entrance of the tomb? But when they looked 
up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young 
man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and 
they were alarmed. Don’t be alarmed, he said. You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 
But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told 
you. ’ (Mark 16:1-7) 



972 


Sin and Redemption During the second half of the 
twentieth century there was a change in the tone of popular 
literature and drama. The issues in movies and popular 
literature (such as comic books) used to be fairly simple. 
Good characters were generally very good and the evil 
characters were obviously bad, and the good triumphed. 
While the characters and the dramas were secular, which is 
to say without reference to God, there was no scepticism 
about good and evil. There was a healthy (even if 
simplistic) confidence and certainty in the portrayal of 
good and evil. A good example was the great novel, The 
Lord of the Rings, written in the first half of the last 
century. But then (in the 1960s especially) movie plots and 
characters in drama and literature began to be notably 
darker. The balance shifted towards the portrayal of evil, 
and all characters seemed to be portrayed as profoundly 
flawed. There was an implicit scepticism as to the 
existence of moral goodness and the likelihood of its 
triumph in man. Life was portrayed pessimistically, and 
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the moral fibre of human nature was set forth as being 
markedly low. Of course, there were numerous exceptions 
to this, but this was what we could call the post-modern 
tendency. There had now arrived scepticism as to human 
grandeur, moral beauty, and the possibility of goodness. 
God, of course, has been increasingly absent in public 
culture for the last two centuries or more. Now, what is to 
be said of all this? On the positive side, while we may be 
disappointed in this tendency of modern culture, at least the 
havoc that we know to be present in human nature is now 
more commonly brought to light. The moral life of 
mankind is profoundly out of kilter and at least we see this 
more commonly portrayed in culture. However, the 
portrayal of this has had profound limitations and 
distortions. It describes the problem of moral disarray and 
collapse and the consequent ruin of man, but it does not get 
to the root of it. The important question that requires 
raising and probing is, why is this so, and what in principle 
must be done about it? That is the question. Its answer 
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requires that we see the place of God in morality, the link 
between morality and God — that is, how moral fault 
involves sin. God is involved, not just natural ethics. The 
fundamental thing yet to be acknowledged by our culture 
in its presentation of man is his sin. He has fallen from 
what should be a deep relationship with his Creator. We 
must ask about man’s sin, about its origin and its remedy. 

It has been revealed that the sin of the world appeared 
at the dawn of human history. It did not come from the 
hand of God. The sin of the world — so vast and powerful 
— came from the free choice of our first parents. They 
were tempted to disobey God, and they embraced the 
temptation. This fall from God’s friendship and grace had 
catastrophic consequences, and the best way to see its 
consequences is to look not simply on the miserable moral 
state of man, but on the crucified Jesus. On Good Friday 
the Church contemplates the crucified Jesus. There before 
us is God made Man, nailed to a cross and put to death 
amid indescribable suffering. It was man’s sin that did 
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this, and the sins of each of us were part of the action that 
put him there. So to appreciate sin in the world we need to 
consider not simply flawed and broken man as he is 
chronicled in the course of his history, as he is portrayed in 
literature and drama, and as he experiences the presence of 
sin in his own fallen heart. We get our best impression of 
our moral and spiritual condition by gazing on what 
happened at one point in human history. That was when 
Jesus our Lord was crucified. If man can crucify the Lord 
of glory, then how flawed and sinful is the life he lives! 
How far beyond his reach is the remedy he needs. He 
needs a share in a new kind of life, a life far above his own. 
If only he could share in the life of the all-holy God! Well, 
the remedy has arrived and it was supplied by our Lord’s 
Passion and Death. God so loved the world that he sent his 
only Son to save the world by taking on his own shoulders 
the entire sin of the world, our own included, and atoning 
for it by his obedience amid unimaginable suffering unto 
death. He then rose to a new life which he wishes to share 
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with every one of God’s children. That rising to new life is 
what the whole Church celebrates on the Vigil and the Day 
of Easter Sunday. Let us place ourselves in the company 
of the disciples of our Lord after his crucifixion and death. 
Sin was everywhere, and the prince of this world seemed to 
have triumphed with the death of the Son of God made 
Man. But Jesus rose to a new and glorious life and 
appeared to his disciples. They received from him the life 
of God by means of the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is the 
good news the Church brings to mankind. 

To appreciate what our Lord has done and what he 
now offers we must appreciate our own sinfulness and 
spiritual need. We need redemption, for we are sinners. If 
we have no sense of sin, we will have little sense of our 
need for Christ our Saviour. But as we think of the sin 
within us and the suffering our sinful condition brings with 
it both to ourselves and to others, let us keep our eyes on 
the risen Jesus. He is the Saviour of the world, and he is 
risen. He lives and he is with us now offering us divine 
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life. We have been given, by our baptism, by our 
confirmation and the other sacraments, especially the holy 
Eucharist, a share in the eternal life of God the most holy 
Trinity. Let us use it well so as to live the life of God here, 
and for ever hereafter. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of the Lord 

(Easter Day) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138): 18, 5-6 I have risen, 
and I am with you still, alleluia. You have laid your hand 
upon me, alleluia. Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, 
alleluia, alleluia. 

Or: 

Luke 24:34; Cf. Rev 1:6 The Lord is truly risen, alleluia. 
To him be glory and power for all the ages of eternity, 
alleluia, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who on this day, through your Only 
Begotten Son, have conquered death and unlocked for us 
the path to eternity, grant, we pray, that we who keep the 
solemnity of the Lord's Resurrection may, through the 
renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
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reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Acts 10:34.37-43; Psalm 117; 
Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-9 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came 
to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the 
tomb, and we don't know where they put him. ” So Peter 
and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 
and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the 
burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter 
arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial 
cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not 
with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 
Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had 
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arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For 
they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise 
from the dead. (John 20:1-9) 

Resurrection One of the fascinating features of the 
religion of Israel prior to and up to the time of Jesus Christ 
was its conviction of the divine inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures — the Books of Moses (the Torah), the Prophets 
and the Writings. They were the sacred records of inspired 
teaching — teachings uttered by chosen servants of God, 
who was the true Author of their teaching. The origins of 
this conviction that the Scriptures were inspired, the 
formation of the Canon of inspired writings, and the 
various traditions which were involved in the formation of 
the Hebrew Bible — all these matters are complex and 
debated. But there is no debate for the believer as to the 
fact of their inspiration, and this has always been the 
conviction of believers. The next thing is that the meaning 
of the inspired Scriptures — the content of God’s 
revelation — was greatly contested. It cried out for 
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authoritative guidance. For instance, the basis of the 
teaching of the Pharisees was the Torah (what the Christian 
calls the Pentateuch) and the prophets. But they also relied 
on various oral traditions of detailed observances and 
practices which they had inherited. The Sadducees 
claimed to be descended from the old priestly Sadokite 
family. They believed that the Torah was to be interpreted 
exactly as it had been written without any of the 
explanatory or additional traditions coming from the 
Prophets and the Writings, or the Pharisaic traditions. 
They also opposed the Pharisees on some important 
matters of doctrine. For example, they believed that the 
soul perished with the body (in Mark ch.12, Jesus refutes 
them on this, quoting the words of God from the Burning 
Bush as given precisely in the Torah.) Again, there were 
the Essenes who strongly opposed the Sadducees, 
disapproved of much of the Temple worship, and, it seems, 
expected two Messiahs — a priestly one and a prophet. 
The Zealots expected the promised Messiah and thought he 
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would be a military one after the manner of David. There 
were the Samaritans with their religious beliefs — all 
deriving from the Torah, but diverging sharply one from 
the other in interpretation. The Jewish historian Josephus 
tells us that he himself belonged to several sects at various 
times, and the Gospels present the Apostles as sharing in 
these varied interpretations of the inspired Scriptures. 

What it all meant was that, with the common belief in 
the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures and with the 
divergent interpretations of their meaning, there were very 
different expectations of what was coming. Now, what is 
very clear from the Gospels is that Jesus Christ had a 
profound veneration of the Law, the Prophets and the 
Writings. They were divinely inspired. Incidentally, this 
suggests that as man he not only spoke the Aramaic of 
everyday life, but knew the Hebrew of the Scriptures - 
apart from common Greek (having grown up in Galilee), 
and perhaps common Latin (having lived near the 
cosmopolitan and Roman-influenced city of Zephoris). 
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Jesus was always quoting the Scriptures in debates with his 
critics and enemies, and used them in his instructions not 
only to the crowds but to his disciples. He came, he said, 
to fulfil the Law and the Prophets — and certainly not to 
abolish them. But he came with the true interpretation of 
the Scriptures. There were many things which Christ 
taught as being the true fulfilment of the Scriptures which 
were entirely unexpected. The spiritual mission of the 
Messiah was unexpected — the Passover that he would 
effect would be of a spiritual kind. He would redeem not 
from temporal oppression (except very indirectly) but from 
the deepest oppression of all, from sin. Another 
unexpected interpretation as to the fulfilment of the 
Scriptures was the matter of how it would all done. Christ 
distinctly taught that the Messiah would fulfil his mission 
by means of his sufferings, his death and his resurrection, 
and that this had been the teaching of the Scriptures. On 
the day he rose from the dead he joined two of his disciples 
on their way to the village of Emmaus. They were in a 
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state of shock, for their Messiah had been crucified: “we 
were hoping that it was he who would redeem Israel” 
(Luke 24:21). They had been expecting things on the basis 
of their interpretation of the inspired Scriptures, and 
together with so many had completely missed some 
centrally important elements. “O foolish ones and slow of 
heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Did 
not the Messiah have to suffer these things before entering 
into his glory?” And beginning then with Moses and with 
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things referring to himself ’ (Luke 24:25-27). Glory 
would be preceded by suffering. Presumably his 
explanation involved the citation of various passages, a 
showing of how they taught that the Messiah would first 
suffer and then enter into glory, and how in a broader and 
deeper sense beyond cited passages the Scriptures pointed 
to what was to come. 

It was the same with the Resurrection of the Messiah 
— and it is this which we celebrate on Easter Sunday. In 
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our Gospel today (John 20:1-9), St John remarks that it was 
when he went into the tomb and saw, that in some sense he 
believed. Significantly, he then observes that “they did not 
yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the 
dead.” So the Gospel of St John teaches us that the 
Resurrection of Christ from the dead was in fulfilment of 
the Scriptures — as is taught, of course, by the other 
Gospels too. On this Easter day we celebrate the crowning 
fulfilment of the Scriptures: the Resurrection of Christ 
from the dead in order to bring us new life, life in God. 
Every Sunday is a celebration of this fact, and the 
observance of this Day of the Lord ought be at the heart of 
the life of the Christian. Let us pray for a deep 
appreciation of the Resurrection. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday within the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Ex 13: 5, 9 The Lord has led you into 
a land flowing with milk and honey, that the law of the 
Lord may always be on your lips, alleluia. 

Or: 

The Lord has risen from the dead, as he said; let us all exult 
and rejoice, for he reigns for all eternity, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who give constant increase to your 
Church by new offspring, grant that your servants may 
hold fast in their lives to the Sacrament they have received 
in faith. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14, 22-33; Psalm 16:l-2a and 5, 
7-11; Matthew 28:8-15 
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So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet 
filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus 
met them. Greetings, he said. They came to him, clasped 
his feet and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, Do 
not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me. While the women were on their 
way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to 
the chief priests everything that had happened. When the 
chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, 
they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, 
You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and 
stole him away while we were asleep. ’ If this report gets to 
the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble. So the soldiers took the money and did as they 
were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated 
among the Jews to this very day. (Matthew 28:8-15) 

He is Risen! One of the most striking things about 
the four Gospels is the varied accounts of the Resurrection 
and the appearances of the risen Jesus. Our account on this 
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day is that of St Matthew. It is brief, consisting of twenty 
verses. There is the apparition of the angel and his removal 
of the stone of the tomb — and the sight of him by the 
guards. There is the discovery of the empty tomb by Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary and the declaration by the 
angel, followed by their meeting with the risen Jesus on 
their way to the disciples. While this is going on, there is 
the meeting of the guards with the chief priests about the 
incident at the tomb. Finally there is the rendezvous of the 
disciples with Jesus on the mountain in Galilee. So 
basically there is the fact of the empty tomb and the 
announcement by the angel, the brief meeting of Jesus with 
two women, and the gathering of the Eleven with Jesus in 
Galilee. Mark also has twenty verses. In his narration, 
three women, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
and Salome, come to the tomb and discover the empty 
tomb and speak to the Angel. There is no mention of the 
guards and their sight of the angel and their meeting with 
the chief priests. Nor is there any narration of the 
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encounter between Jesus and the women except, 
separately, Mary Magdalene. Mark tells us in summary 
form of the meeting of Jesus with two of his disciples “as 
they were walking into the country” — described in great 
detail by Luke. Then there is the meeting of Jesus with the 
Eleven at table and his commissioning of them to go to the 
whole world to preach the gospel. Verses 12 to 20 appear 
to be a summary of what Luke gives us in chapter 24:13-50 
of his Gospel. In fact, the Resurrection chapter of Mark 
seems to be a composite of different manuscripts. Then 
there is the Gospel of St John - it is different again. 
Matthew and John do not have any description of the 
ascension of Jesus as such — although in John Christ tells 
Mary Magdalene that he is ascending to the Father (John 
20:17), and asks her to tell the disciples of this. His words 
to her imply that there is an ascension to the Father on the 
morning of the Resurrection — and that very evening 
Christ appears to the Eleven and gives to them the Holy 
Spirit and a share in his mission. The high point is 
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Thomas’s profession of faith in Christ’s divinity (20:28), 
and Christ’s reference to all those who have not seen but 
believe. There is so much in common between the 
Gospels, but there many different emphases. 

What all this shows is that there were varied 
perspectives on the Resurrection and on the encounters of 
the disciples with the risen Jesus. Today our interest is in 
one passage of Matthew (Matthew 28:8-15) — that which 
follows the discovery of the empty tomb by “Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary.” It seems that the 
description of the descent of the angel, his rolling back of 
the stone and the sight of him by the guards, was a kind of 
introduction — taking place before the women arrived 
(Matthew 28:2-4). The angel is getting ready to make the 
announcement. So the women arrived and the angel was 
there, waiting to declare the good news: “He is not here, 
for he has risen as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay” (Matthew 28:5-6). To be noticed is the Angel’s 
message that Christ has risen from the dead “and behold, 
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he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him” 
(28:7). There is a special emphasis by the angel on 
Galilee. There is nothing from the angel about his coming 
meetings with the disciples in Jerusalem. “Lo, I have told 
you,” he concludes. Christ has risen, and there in Galilee 
you will see him. So they hurry off to tell this to the 
disciples — and here our passage today begins. But then 
Christ himself meets them with a warm greeting. They 
clasp his feet — he is real and living indeed. Here it is our 
Lord who emphasizes Galilee: “Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see 
me” (28:10). Matthew has no account whatever of the 
incidents in Jerusalem after the Resurrection that feature in 
the other Gospels, while the other Gospels show little 
interest in what happened in Galilee. Mark’s report of the 
words of the angel are similar to Matthew’s — they direct 
that Christ will see them in Galilee (Mark 16:6-7). But 
there is nothing then about the meeting in Galilee. The 
setting remains the Jerusalem area. It is true that John’s 
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Gospel concludes with the beautiful chapter on Christ and 
Peter (and John) by the Sea of Galilee — but this chapter is 
debated by scholars. Many think that this was a postscript 
added later by those who knew “that his testimony is true” 
(John 21:24). So Matthew’s perspective is notably 
Galilean. It is to be remembered that possibly the only 
Judean among the Apostles was Judas. The Eleven, the 
women including Mary the mother of Jesus, and probably 
most of Christ’s true disciples were Galilean. Galilee was 
the “Galilee of the nations,” where “a great light” had 
dawned “in the region and shadow of death” (Matthew 
4:16). The new law had been proclaimed there, the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew ch.5-7). Christ’s words to 
the women look to a launch of the Church’s mission in 
some sense back where it began. 

Let us appreciate the richness of the events that 
occurred following the rising to new life of Jesus Christ. 
Each Gospel brings out features of this richness — and 
Matthew has his perspective. Go and tell the disciples that 
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he has risen from the dead. He goes before you to Galilee, 
and will meet you there. We look to the fact of Christ alive 
with a new life, and we look to the work of the Church to 
come. That work is to bring the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to all the nations, that Good News proclaimed at 
first in Galilee. The nations too are called to be his 
disciples, sharing in his divine life. Let us take up this 
work, then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 28:8-15) 

“This is what you must say, ‘His disciples came 
during the night and stole him away ” (Matt 28) 

Easter The Resurrection of our Lord transformed 
the disciples in the sense that the utter catastrophe of his 
death suddenly became an event full of joy and promise. 
Jesus had died and all their hopes had been pinned on him. 
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Now he lived, and he lived with a glorious life, a life just 
as real as before but now in a manner far surpassing the 
limitations of the fallen human condition. Christ rising 
from the dead and now being gloriously alive was the 
pivotal event. The Holy Spirit would come to empower the 
hearts of the witnesses to Christ’s resurrection, enabling 
them to bring the good news of this to the nations. The 
news for all now is that the Lord is risen. But many deny 
the Resurrection. Others disregard it. Immediately 
following our Lord’s rising we read in today’s Gospel that 
“some of the guard went off into the city to tell the chief 
priests all that had happened. These held a meeting with 
the elders and, .... (instructed the soldiers as follows:) This 
is what you must say, ‘His disciples came during the night 
and stole him away while we were asleep.’” That he had 
died was not in dispute - nor the empty tomb. The story, 
Matthew tells us, that still circulated among the Jews in his 
day was precisely this, that his body was simply spirited 
away. Other denials have followed in the course of history. 
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When St Paul proclaimed the resurrection of Jesus in the 
Areopagus he was laughed out of court. Islam even 
presumes to assert that Christ did not die at all. By this 
extraordinary position it accounts for the empty tomb. A 
great number of what we might call nominal Christians 
would simply be uninterested in the fact and give it no 
attention. 

This week is the Octave of Easter. It begins the 
liturgical season of Easter which finishes with the feast of 
Pentecost when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit 
to the infant Church. Eastertide is a period when we can 
allow the fact of the Resurrection to take hold once again 
of our minds and hearts and allow the reality of the risen 
Jesus in all his humanity and divinity to fill our mind and 
religious imagination. We need to appreciate its centrality. 
Where he has gone we hope to follow, and the feast of our 
Lady’s assumption body and soul glorious into heaven 
should bring this home. Mary our mother and our model, 
Mary the first and greatest Christian, has followed her Son 
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in the resurrection from the dead by herself being assumed 
into heaven. She now lives with him body and soul 
glorious. If we live with him we can hope to die with him, 
and if we die with him we shall rise with him. 

-- 
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Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 15: 3 4 He gave them the water 
of wisdom to drink; it will be made strong in them and will 
not be moved; it will raise them up for ever, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have bestowed on us paschal 
remedies, endow your people with heavenly gifts, so that, 
possessed of perfect freedom, they may rejoice in heaven 
over what gladdens them now on earth. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:36-41; Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20 and 22; 

John 20:11-18 

Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, 
she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in 
white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head 
and the other at the feet. They asked her, Woman, why are 
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you weeping? They have taken my Lord away, she said, 
and I don't know where they have put him. At this, she 
turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realise that it was Jesus. Woman, he said, why are you 
weeping? Who is it you are looking for? Thinking he was 
the gardener, she said, Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him. Jesus 
said to her, Mary. She turned and cried out in Hebrew, 
Rabboni! (which means Teacher). Jesus said, Do not hold 
on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, 7 am returning to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God. ’ Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: I have seen 
the Lord! And she told them that he had said these things 
to her. (John 20:11-18) 

The Resurrection One of the many gains of 
modern Scriptural scholarship is the general realization that 
each of the Gospels has its own approach and emphasis in 
narrating the facts about Jesus Christ — and this is 
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especially evident in the accounts of the Resurrection. 
Indeed, this pattern is manifest in the presentation of the 
very words of the risen Jesus to those who witnessed him 
and spoke to him. For instance, in Matthew’s account, 
Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” ran from the tomb 
to tell the other disciples what the angel had announced to 
them, that Jesus had risen from the dead and that he was 
going ahead of them to Galilee where they would see him. 
On the way they met the risen Jesus who told them to tell 
“my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see me” 
(Matthew 28:10). In Mark, no words of Jesus to these 
women are reported. Instead, what are given us are his 
words to the Eleven later that day as they sat at table (Mark 
16:14-18). With certain important differences, they are 
similar to the commission given by Christ to his disciples 
in Galilee in Matthew’s Gospel — but of course Mark’s 
final chapter in its present form is a composite of different 
fragments. So Mark — as we have his text — is interested 
in Christ’s words to his disciples to go to the whole world 



1000 


to preach and baptize. Then he ascends into heaven and 
“they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them” (Mark 16:19-20). In Luke we have two 
angels in the empty tomb who announce to the women — 
the number of women is not clear — that Christ has risen 
as he predicted “while he was still in Galilee” (Luke 24:6- 
7). No words of Christ to these women are reported. 
Rather, we are told of his discourse to the two disciples on 
their way to Emmaus, and to the Eleven in Jerusalem that 
evening. In his discourse to the two disciples, Christ shows 
how the crucified and risen Messiah fulfilled the Scriptures 
(Luke 24:25-27). This great point is repeated in his words 
to the Eleven that evening (24:44-47), together with his 
promise to send “the promise of my Father upon you” in 
the City, when “you are clothed with power from on high” 
(24:49). Then he ascends into heaven near the City, and 
they await the Promise. In his second Book, Luke gives us 
more of Christ’s words. They relate to the coming of the 
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Spirit and to their mission of witnessing to him (Acts 1:4- 
8). So each Evangelist has his own interest and emphasis. 

Our interest here is primarily the first words of the 
risen Jesus, and John the Evangelist too has his emphasis. 
The words of Christ which John chooses to present as his 
first are those directed to Mary Magdalene. Peter and John 
had come to the tomb after being told of the empty tomb. 
Mary remained behind after their departure, and she stood 
weeping outside the tomb (20:11). She saw two angels 
inside where the body had lain. Why are you weeping? 
they asked. At this, she saw a man behind who proceeded 
to ask the same question — adding, “who are you looking 
for?” (20:15). Then came her joyous recognition, at which 
Jesus said, “Do not hold me, for 7 have not yet ascended to 
the Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I am 
ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and 
to your God” (20:17). The stress of Christ’s very first 
words in the resurrection account of John is, then, on his 
ascension : I am ascending to my Father and your Father. 
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The verb is in the present tense (anabaino pros ton patera). 
At the beginning of John’s account of the Last Supper, we 
read that “before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour had come to depart out of the world to 
the Father ... he loved them to the end” (13:1). The Passion 
was part of his departure for the Father. Jesus knew that 
“he had come from God, and was going to God” (13:3). 
When Judas left, Jesus said “Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and in him God is glorified” (13:31). “Now I am 
going to him who sent me,” he continues (16:5) — “now I 
am coming to you,” he prays to his Father (17:11). The 
risen Christ’s first words as reported by St John speak of 
his going to the Father now that his Passion and Death are 
accomplished. He is on his way, and he entrusts Mary 
Magdalene with the commission to tell the brothers of the 
fact. He is returning to the glory that he had before the 
foundation of the world (John 17:5). It had been written 
that the Messiah must suffer before entering his glory. 
While Luke speaks of Christ’s return to the Father later 
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from the Mount of Olives and his sending of the Spirit at 
Pentecost (Acts 1:1-2:4), John chooses to speak of Christ’s 
return to the Father on the day of the resurrection. His gift 
of the Holy Spirit to the Eleven and his commissioning of 
them to share in his mission occur on the evening of that 
same day (20:17-23). Our Gospel today from John (20:11- 
18) celebrates our Lord’s rising from the dead and his 
return to the Father. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is a multi-faceted 
mystery, and the four Gospels and the Acts help us 
appreciate this with their varied presentations of the great 
fact. It is the greatest thing that has ever happened in the 
annals of human history, and its effect changed all the 
prospects of man. It was the victory of victories, and with 
it now accomplished, Christ placed in the hands of his 
Church the grand prize he had won for us: a share in the 
life of God, which is the Holy Spirit. He suffered, died, 
rose and went to the Father as our victorious Brother and 
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Redeemer. Then he conferred the Spirit and entrusted his 
Church with its mission. Let us take up the work, then. 


Second reflection: (John 20:11-18) 

“Jesus said, ‘Mary! ’ She knew him then and said to 
him in Hebrew, ‘ Rabbuni! ’ — Master. ” 

Magdalene I have often felt that today’s Gospel 
offers us one of the most beautiful scenes of the Gospel. 
Let us place ourselves in that Gospel scene, just some 
hours after our Lord has risen from the dead well before 
dawn. The women have come and gone as have Peter and 
John. Mary Magdalene remains near the tomb of Jesus, 
weeping. She sees the two angels sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been, and on their question she tells them that 
she grieves because she does not know where the body of 
Jesus is. JJer love for our Lord shines through in this 
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simple exchange. We could almost think that the angels 
are playing a little joyful trick with her. A surprise is 
coming - they keep her in the dark as to what has 
happened, for soon she is to know. The humour keeps up, 
for our Lord himself plays the same game and asks the 
same question as the angels asked: “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” Our Lord, we could say, is playing dumb, 
perhaps joyfully laughing within himself at the good news 
he is soon to announce to her. The angels knew why she 
wept, and so did he, and they wanted to give her a beautiful 
surprise. Then he called her by her name: “Mary!” (John 
20 : 11 - 18 ) 

The Gospel of St John was written (we are told at the 
end) in order that we might come to know Jesus and who 
he is. Our scene today tells us about Jesus. He has risen 
from the dead, triumphed over death and its prince, and is 
about to ascend “to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.” To him has been given all authority in 
heaven and on earth, and he gives the Spirit to whosoever 
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he wishes. Here in our scene we see Jesus in all his 
simplicity and accessibility. He is Mary’s exalted Friend, 
her Saviour and her God, the all-holy One whom she 
knows loves her. He is our Saviour, Friend and God too, 
as he is every Christian's, and every person’s. Let us place 
ourselves in this scene all our lives. The same risen Jesus 
is near each of us and loves us as he loved her. The same 
Jesus who spoke to Mary addressing her by her name and 
showing her that he truly lives, is near to us constantly, and 
addresses each of us in our hearts by our name. Together 
with Mary Magdalene, let us look up at the face of Jesus in 
our mind’s eye and receive into our hearts the loving gaze 
he directs towards us. He asks for our love and the 
obedience to the will of the Father that ought be this love's 
manifestation: "Who are my mother and my brothers?” he 
once asked. “Whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven, he is my mother and sister and brother.” 

Saint Mary Magdalen is a model of the disciple who 
loves the Master. Let us ask our Lord to help us to know 
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him, for to know him, he told us at the Last Supper, is 
eternal life: ‘Eternal life is this, to know you, Father, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.’ 

-- 
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Wednesday within the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25:34 Come, you blessed of 
my Father; receive the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who gladden us year by year with the 
solemnity of the Lord's Resurrection, graciously grant, that, 
by celebrating these present festivities, we may merit 
through them to reach eternal joys. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:1-10; Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9; 
Luke 24:13-35 

Now that same day two of them were going to a 
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
They were talking with each other about everything that 
had happened. As they talked and discussed these things 
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with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along 
with them; but they were kept from recognising him. He 
asked them, What are you discussing together as you walk 
along? They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, 
named Cleopas, asked him, Are you only a visitor to 
Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened 
there in these days? What things? he asked. About Jesus 
of Nazareth, they replied. He was a prophet, powerful in 
word and deed before God and all the people. The chief 
priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to 
death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he 
was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is 
more, it is the third day since all this took place. In 
addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the 
tomb early this morning but didn't find his body. They 
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who 
said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him 
they did not see. He said to them, How foolish you are, 
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and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and 
then enter his glory? And beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself As they approached the 
village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were 
going further. But they urged him strongly, Stay with us, 
for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over. So he went 
in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognised 
him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each 
other, Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us ? 
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they 
found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 
and saying, It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared 
to Simon. Then the two told what had happened on the 
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way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke 
the bread. (Luke 24:13-35) 

The Scriptures A glimpse of Luke, the author of 
the third Gospel and the Acts, is given us in Paul's Epistle 
to Philemon, verse 24. He is one of Paul’s “fellow 
workers.” He is also mentioned in Colossians 4:14 as “the 
beloved physician.” In 2 Timothy 4:11 St Paul writes that 
“Luke alone is with me.” Another early reference to Luke 
is in the Anti-Marcionite Prologue to the Gospel of Luke, a 
document which has been dated to the later 4th century. 
One scholar, Helmut Koester, claims that the following 
part of it — the only part preserved in the original Greek 
— may have been composed in the late 2nd century: “ ... 
Luke, a native of Antioch, by profession a physician. He 
had become a disciple of the apostle Paul and later 
followed Paul until his martyrdom. Having served the 
Lord continuously, unmarried and without children, filled 
with the Holy Spirit he died at the age of 84 years.” 
Despite various theories, Luke’s introduction to his Gospel 
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seems to indicate that he was not among “those who from 
the beginning were eye-witnesses and ministers of the 
word” and who “delivered to us” the “things which have 
been accomplished among us”. He places himself among 
those who received from those eye-witnesses, and, “having 
followed all things closely for some time past,” he is 
making it his business to “write an orderly account” for 
“Theophilus.” This is in order that “you may know the 
truth concerning the things of which you have been 
informed” (1:1-4). It is plain from the Acts that he had a 
special and long association with St Paul. We cannot be 
sure whether Luke was a Gentile convert, or, say, a Jew of 
the Diaspora (in, say, Antioch — or perhaps Troas, for in 
Acts it is at Troas that the pronoun “we” begins) who 
became a believer. But he attached himself in friendship 
and service to a very great master, St Paul. If there was 
anything in which Paul the ex-Pharisee excelled, it was in 
his understanding of the Scriptures — the Law, the 
Prophets and the Writings. Paul had met the risen Jesus 
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and had been taught by him — well after, of course, the 
Ascension and Pentecost. Paul had come to see with utter 
conviction — together with the rest of the infant Church — 
that the promised Messiah was Jesus of Nazareth and that 
the Scriptures had been fulfilled in him. Luke had learnt 
this extremely important lesson well, and we see in his 
Gospel (as with the other three Gospels) his tracing this to 
the teaching of Jesus himself. 

In fact, this point that Jesus fulfills the Scriptures is a 
very prominent feature of Luke’s account of the 
Resurrection. We read that at early dawn on the first day 
of the week, the women went to the tomb. The two angels 
who announced that “he has risen” reminded them that “he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and on the third day rise” (Luke 24:6-7). They 
were reminding the women of the oft-repeated teaching to 
his disciples that the Scriptures foretold his Passion, Death 
and Resurrection. By dying and now rising he had fulfilled 
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the Scriptures. So this was the very first thing they heard 
upon the angelic declaration that he had risen from the 
dead. In Mark, the angel tells them that Jesus of Nazareth 
who was crucified and now risen was going before them to 
Galilee — but there is nothing at this point about his 
having fulfilled the Scriptures (Mark 16:6-7). It is the 
same in Matthew (28:6-7). The next episode in Luke’s 
account of the Resurrection (ch. 24) is of the risen Christ’s 
joining two of the disciples who were going that day by 
foot to Emmaus. They were not two of the Eleven — 
indeed, the Eleven were not at all among the first to see the 
risen Jesus. So Jesus joined them and the conversation 
turned on one thing: what the Scriptures had foretold about 
the Messiah. Luke tells us what Christ said on their 
informing him of the cause of their profound depression. 
“O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ 
should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” With 
that introduction, “beginning with Moses and the prophets, 
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he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself’ (Luke 24: 25-27). The impression we 
are given is that this lesson on the meaning of the 
Scriptures took the whole time of their journey by foot — 
it was near evening when they arrived. It was profoundly 
enlightening to them, and their hearts were deeply stirred: 
“Did not our hearts bum within us while he talked to us on 
the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” (24:32). 
Then (subsequent to our passage today) when our Lord 
appears to the Eleven that evening, having showed he had 
risen from the dead (24:39-42), he “opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures” (24:45). So they too receive 
instruction from Jesus on how his Death and Resurrection 
fulfilled the Scriptures. 

Luke is convinced of the importance of this feature of 
the mystery of Jesus Christ, and he wishes to record the 
high importance that Christ himself, risen from the dead, 
gave to it. It is a principal feature of Luke’s account of the 
Resurrection. Let us endeavour to understand the 
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Scriptures, and to see that Jesus Christ is the key to their 
interpretation. Once in possession of that key, the 
Scriptures will help us to appreciate the grandeur of Jesus 
Christ and the magnificence of his Passion, Death and 
Resurrection. St Jerome once wrote that ignorance of the 
Scriptures is ignorance of Christ. We must interpret this 
statement broadly, of course, but what our Lord himself 
taught shows forth its truth. 


Second reflection: (Luke 24:13-35) 

“Jesus came up and walked by their side; but 
something prevented them from recognising him. ” 

The Walk to Emmaus History suggests that man 
has an instinctive sense of the reality of the divine — 
whatever might be his conception of the nature of that 
reality. There is an old saying that “forty thousand 
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Frenchmen can’t be wrong.” It is a saying about the 
weight that ought be given to a universal consensus, to 
what we might call the voice of mankind. That voice 
bespeaks of what is above and beyond this world. The 
aberration to this general pattern of religious belief in the 
transcendent is the modern and post-modern period, 
influenced as it has been by secularist and agnostic 
Western philosophies. Modern man typically has great 
difficulty in any thought of there being the Supernatural. 
But the consensus of mankind has been otherwise. The 
issue in religious belief generally is not whether there is a 
God or gods, but what God, the Absolute, is like. This is 
where the Revelation brought to us by Christ is so 
surprising. Christ, fulfilling the Revelation preceding him, 
has shown that the one almighty and infinite God is with 
us. Consider our beautiful post-resurrection scene in 
today’s Gospel. The two disciples are walking on the way 
to Emmaus, downcast at the turn of events that had 
occurred over the previous few days. Christ had died. But 
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then “Jesus himself came up and walked by their side, but 
something prevented them from recognising them.” Our 
Lord, the God-made-Man who was now risen, joined them 
in all simplicity and immediacy. He entered into 
conversation with them, though they did not know it was 
he (Luke 24:13-35). This is surely a picture of what is 
happening in our lives in so many ways. Christ is 
accompanying us on our journey without our recognising 
him. At times he makes his presence more evident to us, 
just as he made his presence evident to the two disciples 
when they reached Emmaus. But his presence is not 
restricted to those moments of manifestation. He is 
accompanying us all along the way. 

What is God likel Contemplate the Person of Jesus, 
and in him you will see what God is like. “He who sees 
me, sees the Father.” Who is God? God is Jesus, 
immediately adding: just as truly as God is the Father and 
as God is the Holy Spirit. Where is God? He is ever near, 
he walks by our side in the Person of Jesus who is the 
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image of the unseen God, guiding us by his word and grace 
as it comes to us in the ministry of the Church. An image 
of this constant and friendly presence of God in our life is 
our Lord's walk with the two disciples on the way to 
Emmaus. Let us constantly, then, by the help of the Holy 
Spirit, endeavour to see God and Christ in our daily life 
and in all things. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday within the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 10:20-21 They praised in unison 
your conquering hand, O Lord, for wisdom opened mouths 
that were mute and gave eloquence to the tongues of 
infants, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have united the many nations in 
confessing your name, grant that those reborn in the font of 
Baptism may be one in the faith of their hearts and the 
homage of their deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:11-26; Psalm 8:2ab and 5-9; 
Luke 24:35-48 

Then the two told what had happened on the way, and 
how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the 
bread. While they were still talking about this, Jesus 
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himself stood among them and said to them, Peace be with 
you. They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw 
a ghost. He said to them, Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones, as you see I have. When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they 
still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he 
asked them, Do you have anything here to eat? They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their 
presence. He said to them, This is what I told you while I 
was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms. Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. He told them, This is what is 
written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
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Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 
24:35-48) 

Risen From the Dead I remember decades ago 
watching an interview on television with a very prominent 
Australian federal politician. He was asked if he was a 
Christian and he said that inasmuch as being a Christian 
hinges on one’s belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
he would have to regard himself as but “a fellow-traveller” 
with Christianity. That is to say, he did not accept the fact 
of the bodily resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. N. T. 
Wright has written that “The question of Jesus’ 
resurrection lies at the heart of the Christian faith. There is 
no form of early Christianity known to us that does not 
affirm that after Jesus’ shameful death God raised him to 
life again ... (and that) .... there is no evidence for a form of 
early Christianity in which the resurrection was not a 
central belief, as it were, bolted on to Christianity at the 
edge. It was the central driving force, informing the whole 
movement” (1998). There are various false trails relating 
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to this great proposition. One is that Jesus did not even 
exist. Another is that he was not crucified — he was too 
good for that. Another is that, well, he did not actually rise 
from the dead at all. Just like the prophets, Mahomet or 
any other great religious founder, his bones are somewhere 
still. Periodically we hear of archaeological discoveries of 
an ossuary that could lead to the remains of Jesus of 
Nazareth — I remember reading of one researcher who 
worked out that the bones of Jesus now lie in a sealed tomb 
in south-western France. The most unfortunate response 
and one that has gained a hold on the imagination of many 
has been that of, say, Rudolf Bultmann. He claimed that 
the “resurrection” was the language of faith of the early 
church. The early disciples believed that the crucifixion 
was not a tragic defeat. Rather, it was the rising to new life 
of faith in Jesus. The Dominican Catholic theologian, 
Edward Schillebeeckx at one point of his career famously 
propounded a variant of this position. What happened in 
the resurrection appearances to the disciples was (but) a 
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conversion to Jesus as the Christ, who now came to them 
as the light of the world. They had all let Jesus down, but 
on the Easter day they experienced a wonderful sense of 
the forgiveness of God and the continuing presence of 
Jesus. The physical resurrection of Jesus was irrelevant 
and certainly not at the heart of the matter. Behind much 
of this mishmash is the philosophical assumption that 
objective truth cannot be absolutely known, especially if it 
lies beyond the senses and the power of ordinary reason. 

It is as plain as the day that the Gospel texts do not 
recount mere private experiences, which is where 
Bultmann and Schillebeeckx became stuck fast. It is about 
life-changing, objective, historical facts. These facts 
changed radically opposite expectations into a joyous, 
serene and unconquerable faith. The fact was that the 
disciples (with the supreme exception of Christ’s own 
mother, of course) expected that Christ’s crucifixion was 
the end of the whole affair. The Jewish rulers expected it 
too — though they were quite aware of Christ’s prediction 
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of his resurrection after three days, and set a guard at the 
tomb to put an end to this extravagance also. They did not 
expect any resurrection, but allowed that the disciples 
might act on the claim and spirit the body away. Upon 
Christ’s death, gloom descended on the circle around Jesus, 
and relief and pleasure reigned among Christ’s enemies. 
The man had gone from them and that was the end of it. 
But then all changed. On the expected third day the real, 
living Jesus was encountered, spoken to, engaged with, 
seen, touched and heard. In the modern age we pride 
ourselves on our insistence on empirical proof. The 
disciples had this with a vengeance and our passage from 
St Luke’s Gospel gives it a vivid emphasis. Of course, we 
must not imagine that this was the first time that someone 
had come back from the dead. The disciples had seen 
Christ raise people from the dead — there was the daughter 
of Jairus, the son of the widow of Nain and perhaps most 
spectacularly, the raising of Lazarus from four days in the 
tomb under the noses of the religious leaders just outside 
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Jerusalem. But no-one raised Jesus from the dead — he 
raised himself, and did so as he had predicted. That he had 
come back from the dead in the flesh was manifest. JJe 
was no ghost as some of the disciples initially thought. He 
was heard, seen, touched — and he had a small meal 
before their very eyes, into the bargain. There was no 
doubting that he was back with them in all his physical 
reality, and they never doubted it again. As John tells us in 
his Gospel, Thomas, one of the Eleven, who was not there 
when this happened, absolutely refused to believe. It is 
strange how total was their incomprehension of Christ’s 
prediction of his Death and Resurrection during his public 
ministry. But on seeing the risen Jesus, Thomas accepted it 
totally and rendered his magnificent profession of faith in 
Christ as Lord and God. St John saw fit to record this as 
the very climax of his Gospel. Christ’s rising in the flesh 
and in glory was hard, empirical, absolute fact. 

“Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch 
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you 
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see I have. When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and feet” (Luke 24:35-48). This was an immense 
surprise to them and it transformed their lives from fear 
and trembling to unconquerable faith — when the Spirit of 
God came to their aid. But it should not have been the 
surprise it was because our Lord had repeatedly showed 
them that the Scriptures foretold it. “This is what I told 
you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms.” Let us be filled with the thought of the 
risen Jesus — he is our Saviour, and the Saviour of all. 
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Second reflection: (Acts 3:11-26) 

“Now you must repent and turn to God so that your 
sins may be wiped out” 

Jesus Alive The point about the Resurrection, of 
course, is that Jesus in his full reality lives, and is present 
and acting with power in our lives. He is close to us and 
involved in our lives, just as much as he was to people 
while he walked the earth. But now he is far more so, far 
more effectively, and without, as it were, being far from 
anyone. The risen Jesus is near to each of us, whoever and 
wherever we are. In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter 
explains to the crowd the significance of the miracle that 
had been performed for the paralytic. It was not by his 
own power that it had been done. It “is the name of Jesus 
which, through our faith in it, has brought back the strength 
of this man whom you see here and who is well known to 
you” (Acts 3:11-26). Jesus was alive, and was acting in 
power through the faith of those who believed in him. 
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Most especially, Jesus is alive and acting with power 
to take away the burden of our sins. Sin is the fundamental 
burden that afflicts the world, and our Lord has done all 
that is needed for its grasp to be broken. What remains is 
for the results of his work to be brought to each of us. We 
must resolve to repent of sin and turn away from it, and in 
this way prepare for the consolation intended for us by God 
our Father. That is the message that Peter drives home to 
the spectators of the miracle done in the name of Jesus. 
“Now you must repent and turn to God, so that your sins 
may be wiped out, and so that the Lord may send the time 
of comfort.” The danger for any Christian is that he will 
fail to realize that the Jesus of the Gospels and of the 
Church’s Tradition truly lives and is active. We do not see 
him, and especially we, who are children of the 
post-modern world and culture, will tend to think that 
because he is not seen he does not matter, and virtually that 
he does not exist. 
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We need a new realization of the Resurrection. After 
showing himself to Thomas our Lord said, blessed are they 
who do not see yet believe. St Peter in his Letter writes 
that you have not seen him but you are filled with joy. Let 
us ask the Holy Spirit for a profound conviction of the fact 
that Jesus lives now, and acts in power. 

-- 
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Friday Within the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 78 (77):53 The Lord led his 
people in hope, while the sea engulfed their foes, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who gave us the 
Paschal Mystery in the covenant you established for 
reconciling the human race, so dispose our minds, we pray, 
that what we celebrate by professing the faith we may 
express in deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:1-12; Psalm 118:1-2 and 4, 22- 
27a; John 21:1-14 

Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by 
the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: Simon Peter, 
Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were 
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together. I'm going out to fish, Simon Peter told them, and 
they said, We'll go with you. So they went out and got into 
the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early in the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 
realise that it was Jesus. He called out to them, Friends, 
have you caught anything? No, they answered. He said, 
Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will 
find some. When they did, they were unable to haul the net 
in because of the large number offish. Then the disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, It is the Lord! As soon as 
Simon Peter heard him say, It is the Lord, he wrapped his 
outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and 
jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the 
boat, towing the net full offish, for they were not far from 
shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw 
a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some 
bread. Jesus said to them, Bring some of the fish you have 
just caught. Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the 
net ashore. It was full of large fish, but even with so many 
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the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, Come and have 
breakfast. None of the disciples dared ask him, Who are 
you? They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the 
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. (John 21:1-14) 

The Catch of Fish The event of our Gospel 

passage today, occurring after our Lord rose from the dead, 
immediately reminds us of a similar occasion during the 
public ministry. In St Luke’s account, after the 
Temptations in the wilderness (4:1-13) our Lord returns “in 
the power of the Spirit into Galilee.” He teaches in their 
synagogues, including in his own home town of Nazareth 
where he was violently rejected. From there he moved to 
Capernaum, teaching, healing and casting out demons — 
and then continuing on to other synagogues. At this point 
we are told of the event of Simon’s miraculous catch of 
fish. Christ had got into Simon’s boat and had taught the 
people from there. He then directed Simon to “put out into 
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the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon had 
been working all night long and had caught nothing, but at 
Christ’s command he did so — and “they enclosed a great 
shoal of fish” (5:6). Their nets were at breaking point, and 
two boats were filled with the fish so much so that they 
began to sink. A great recognition then came upon Simon. 
He fell at Jesus’ feet and said, “Depart from me, for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord” (5:8). This is not the kind of 
statement that we see uttered by persons who are in the 
presence of a mere prophet, however great. There is no 
record of this being said by those who came from all parts 
to benefit from the ministry of John the Baptist, whom the 
people recognized as a prophet. John the Baptist demurred 
at Christ’s request that he baptize him, saying, “I need to 
be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” (Matthew 
3:14). We do not read of people saying to Moses, or to 
Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah what Simon said to Jesus — it is 
not said by the people of Nineveh (who repented) to Jonah. 
It is similar to the prayers of people who pray to God, 
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protesting their great sinfulness and unworthiness to be in 
his presence. Simon Peter has seen something of the 
divine in Jesus and this occasion is a step towards his full 
realization of the Messiahship and divinity of Jesus. This 
realization flowered in his open profession of it during 
Christ’s public ministry. Who do you say I am? “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God” (Matthew 16:16). 
The catch that occurred during the public ministry led to 
Peter’s recognition of Christ, and Christ’s call to Peter and 
his companions to “follow me and I will make you fishers 
of men” (Matthew 5:19-20). This upshot is not dissimilar 
to the upshot of the resurrection event of the catch of fish 
in John 21. 

In our Gospel today (John 21:1-14), the disciples who 
were together fishing on the Sea of Galilee are specified: 
Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, the sons of Zebedee (James and 
John), and two unnamed disciples. We remember that 
Thomas’s profession of the divinity of the risen Jesus has 
been the climax of Christ’s appearances to his disciples in 
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Jerusalem (John 20: 29) and so is, perhaps, a link with 
those appearances. Nathanael’s meeting with and 
conversion to Jesus was noted by John at the beginning of 
his Gospel (1:49). It occurred at the manifestation of 
Christ’s divine knowledge of him. The sons of Zebedee 
had been with Peter on the occasion of the earlier catch of 
fish mentioned above. It is, of course, speculation, but the 
two who are not named may have been Andrew and Philip, 
who are mentioned together in 6:7-8 and 12:22. The risen 
Jesus’ directions to the disciples manifests his supernatural 
knowledge (here, of the location of the fish) and their 
immediate compliance shows the importance of obedience 
on the part of the disciples. The one Jesus loved announces 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” and Simon leaves the boat 
immediately and makes his way in the water towards Jesus. 
He loves him with all his heart. All are agreed that John is 
a writer who presents his facts as full of symbolism. A 
great catch has been made and Simon is leading the others 
as they head back to Jesus on the shore. The others are 
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dragging behind them the huge quantity of fish. It is 
symbolic of what is to come and of their coming mission. 
They are welcomed by the risen Jesus, symbolizing the 
union with him in everything that must now mark their 
lives. He is already caring for them: he has made a 
breakfast which he now serves to them. “Jesus said to 
them, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’ 
Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It 
was full of large fish, but even with so many the net was 
not torn.” It is all symbolic of the essential elements of life 
for the disciples after the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
They are with him. He is serving them. A great catch has 
been made, and it is brought before Jesus. The work must 
go on, and the risen Jesus will be there, directing them — it 
will be through the action of his Spirit. Simon Peter is 
prominent and is taking the lead in love for Jesus Christ 
and in the prosecution of the mission. It is a beautiful 
scene, homely, simple, ordinary in tone. This will mark the 
life of the Church in the ages to come, but amid it all will 
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be the Person of the risen Jesus. He will be the heart and 
soul of the scene. 

Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene and 
contemplate the Person of the risen Lord. There he stands 
on the shore, gazing at us. By our baptism and the gift of 
faith given to us then, we are his disciples, sharing in his 
risen life. He invites us to make him the Lord of our life, 
and to dedicate ourselves to bringing the knowledge and 
love of him to others. He wants us to cast out into the deep 
and give our lives over to the service of making catches — 
catches of souls for Jesus Christ. Let us keep our eyes on 
him and let us define every aspect of our lives in reference 
to him. He is the Lord of lords, and the King of kings. 
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Second reflection: (Acts 4:1-12) 

“For of all the names in the world given to men, this 
is the only one by which we can be saved. ” 

Saviour of All I once saw on television a religious 
debate between an American Protestant theologian and a 
Jewish theologian. Under attack from the Jewish 
theologian, the Protestant theologian drew back from the 
assertion that Jesus is the only Saviour, the only way to the 
Father, the only name by which men can be saved. She did 
not defend this point. But this point is at the heart of the 
Christian position. Even for the Protestant who relies on 
the testimony of the Scriptures alone for knowledge of 
what has been revealed, it ought be obvious that this is a 
pivotal doctrine. Though it risks the appearance of 
arrogance, it makes Christianity unique among the 
religions of man and Christ the supreme figure beyond all 
others, be they Moses, Zoroasthra, Buddha, Mahomet, 
whoever. The Christian should be very clear about it. If he 



1040 


counts himself a disciple of Christ he must regard Jesus as 
the one and only Saviour of the world. He and he alone 
took away the world’s sin by his death, resurrection and 
ascension. It is by means of him that one has access to the 
forgiveness of sin. St Peter is very clear about it. Our first 
reading today (Acts 4:1-12) gives us his first proclamation 
of the Christian message about the Person of Christ before 
the leaders of the Jews. Of Christ he says to them that 
“This is the stone rejected by you the builders, but which 
has proved to be the keystone. For of all the names in the 
world given to men, this is the only one by which we can 
be saved.” (Acts 4:12). Peter, speaking as the visible Rock 
of the Church, states unambiguously that Jesus is the only 
Saviour of the world. His witness to Jesus reflects what 
our Lord said of himself, that “he who sees me sees the 
Father”, and “no-one comes to the Father except through 
me”, and again that “Eternal life is this, to know you Father 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 
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We who are Christ’s faithful and members of the 
Church are called to bear witness as Jesus did, and as Peter 
did. This is a special need today when the religions of the 
world have much contact with one another and where 
multi-cultural societies abound. Of course, bearing witness 
to Jesus as the one and only Saviour is to be done in a spirit 
of respectful dialogue, but the danger is that, out of human 
respect and a failure of courage, we shall be like that 
theologian who when under pressure backed away from the 
Christian claim. During this season of Easter when we 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, let us 
appreciate again what he said of himself: “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.” The mission 
given to us flows from this: “Go, therefore, make disciples 
of all the nations”. 
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Saturday within the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 105 (104):43 The Lord brought out 
his people with joy, his chosen ones with shouts of 
rejoicing, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the abundance of your grace give 
increase to the peoples who believe in you, look with 
favour on those you have chosen and clothe with blessed 
immortality those reborn through the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:13-21; Psalm 118:1 and 14-21; 
Mark 16:9-15 

When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had 
driven seven demons. She went and told those who had 
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been with him and who were mourning and weeping. 
When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had 
seen him, they did not believe it. Afterwards Jesus 
appeared in a different form to two of them while they were 
walking in the country. These returned and reported it to 
the rest; but they did not believe them either. Later Jesus 
appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked 
them for their lack of faith and their hardness of heart, 
because they did not believe those who had seen him after 
he had risen. He said to them, Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation. (Mark 16:9-15) 

Faith There is debate among the scholars about the 
significance of the obvious textual difference between 
Mark 16:1-8, and Mark 16:9-20. Ancient manuscripts of 
the Gospel of Mark differ after 16:1-8, and two important 
fourth-century manuscripts simply end at 16:8. Other 
versions involve a short ending of two sentences after verse 
8, but the majority of manuscripts include 16:9-20. The 
Council of Trent settles the question of inspiration as its 
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canon of Scripture encompassed the contents of the Latin 
Vulgate — and the Vulgate takes the Gospel to verse 20. 
So does the New Vulgate edition. For the Catholic, a most 
important confirmation of the inspiration of the much 
discussed Chapter 16 is the fact that all twenty verses are 
formally used in the Lectionary of the Church’s Liturgy. 
So whatever be the discussions among the scholars as to 
the likely development of our present text, the text itself is 
as inspired as the rest of the Gospel, and indeed as the rest 
of Holy Scripture. Our text today is Mark 16:9-15, and 
what is especially notable is the disciples’ refusal to 
believe the news of Christ’s resurrection by the one who 
had seen him. To appreciate the force of this fact, let us 
remember some incidents during our Lord’s public 
ministry. At its very beginning, John the Baptist had 
declared Jesus to be the Lamb of God who would take 
away the sin of the world, and, remarkably, that he was the 
Son of God (John 1:34.36). He was, then, entirely 
credible. Two of John’s disciples followed Jesus and 
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stayed with him that day and came away knowing that he 
was the one “about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote” (John 1:45). When Nathanael met Jesus, 
he said “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel” (John 1:49). When Christ asked his disciples 
during his public ministry who they said he was, Peter said, 
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” 
(Matthew 16:16). Christ predicted repeatedly, as 
something foretold in the Scriptures, that he was to suffer, 
die and rise on the third day. From all they had seen and 
said, one would have thought that they would have 
understood what Jesus was saying, and believed it. But no. 
When the predicted event arrived and Christ was crucified, 
they regarded this as the terrible end to all. 

Our passage today informs us that “when Jesus rose 
early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons” 
(Mark 16:9). This is in harmony with the testimony of 
John (20:11-18). It does not fit precisely with Luke 
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(24:10) — the women find the empty tomb and are told by 
the angels of the resurrection, but there is no explicit 
mention of Jesus meeting with the Magdalene who was one 
of them. Matthew informs us that Mary Magdalene was 
one of the women who met Jesus on their way back to tell 
the disciples of the empty tomb and the words of the angel 
(28:9). But all are agreed that the women, so loyal to 
Jesus, so filled with veneration of and love for him, were in 
no way expecting him to rise from the dead. This seems to 
have been, if anything, even more the case with the Eleven. 
We read in our passage today that Mary Magdalene “went 
and told those who had been with him and who were 
mourning and weeping. When they heard that Jesus was 
alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it” 
(Mark 16:10-11). The point being made here was that the 
human testimony of those who would know, was refused. 
It is an exemplar of what would come in the future: the 
proclamation by those who would know because they were 
eye-witnesses, followed by the refusal to accept this 
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testimony. In the case of the disciples there was no 
doubting their love for Jesus — when Mary Magdalene 
arrived to tell them that she had seen the Lord, they “were 
mourning and weeping” for grief at his death (16:10). Still, 
loving him as they did, they refused to believe her 
testimony. What was our Lord’s response to this? “Later 
Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he 
rebuked them for their lack of faith and their hardness of 
heart, because they did not believe those who had seen him 
after he had risen” (16:14). They lacked faith, and their 
hearts were hard. Clearly they were not in the same 
category as those whose hearts were hard after the manner 
of Christ’s enemies, for they loved him. Still, it was not a 
matter of mere reasoning on evidence, and consequent 
perception. They were morally deficient and their refusal 
to believe was culpable. But the merciful Lord proceeds to 
invest them with a tremendous share in his own mission. 

They were to go to the whole world and preach the 
Gospel to all of creation (16:15). They were weak but they 
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loved Jesus, and he took them as they were and empowered 
them to proceed with his mighty work of bringing 
redemption to all mankind by faith and baptism. We have 
this daily mission, weak as we are. Let us take our cue 
from our Gospel today (Mark 16:9-15), and rejoice in our 
gift of faith that was granted us at our baptism. Let us 
work at making that faith flourish and grow strong. Christ 
taught and showed that it is fundamental. As St John 
writes in his Letter, this is the victory over the world, our 
faith (1 John 5:3). 


Second reflection: (Mark 16:9-15) 

“Jesus appeared first to Mary of Magdala from whom 
he had cast out seven devils. ” (Mark 16:9) 

Mary of Magdala In St Mark’s account of the 
Resurrection we have prominent mention of the person of 
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Mary of Magdala. It is generally recognised that Mark’s 
Gospel is really the Gospel of Simon Peter. That is to say, 
Mark’s principal source was the preaching and 
conversations of Peter, for it is accepted that Mark was 
something like his secretary (probably in Rome). 
Prescinding from the matter of the mixed composition that 
is Mark’s Resurrection account, let us take it that it is Peter 
who tells us here about Mary of Magdala. Our Lord had 
delivered her from “seven devils” (Mark 16:9-15). She 
must have gone through a terrible experience — how long 
it was we are not told. While we may discount the obvious 
exaggeration in the movie ‘The Exorcism of Emily Rose’ 
nevertheless we could perhaps remember that six devils are 
portrayed as possessing Emily. Mary of Magdala was 
delivered of “seven devils”, so we can take it that her 
condition and state had been absolutely desperate. It is 
from this that Christ had set her free. The result was a 
tremendous love and dedication to him on her part, a love 
that led her to be with him at Calvary, and to be at the 
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empty tomb. Christ appeared to her “first”, Mark tells us, 
and she was the one to inform the others that he was alive. 

Mary of Magdala became a privileged disciple of our 
Lord and undoubtedly a very significant member of the 
infant Church. It surely shows us what the grace of God 
can do in the life of a person and how, in the figure of 
Mary of Magdala, all of us can find courage and inspiration 
to begin again. Now I begin! Who would have guessed 
among those who knew her at the time of her colossal 
affliction and helplessness that she would become such a 
wonderful disciple of the Messiah! We are reminded of 
that parable our Lord told of the Master going out to find 
workers for his vineyard. He went out at various times of 
the day and invited to his vineyard those he found. All 
who accepted his invitation received of his abundant 
generosity, which was not limited by their late arrival in 
the employ of the Master. Christ is rich in mercy, and the 
story of Mary of Magdala ought remind us of this. God’s 
power shines forth in his mercy in the sense that he can 
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transform profound affliction into joy and blessings. Mary 
of Magdala was transformed from being bound by Satan to 
being free in Christ, free indeed because of her love for 
him. She is a wonderful instance of the power of God’s 
grace to make a saint of seemingly unpromising material. 

Let us pray to Saint Mary Magdalene to gain for us 
the grace to turn away from the world, the flesh and the 
devil, and to give ourselves entirely to Christ and to his 
mission. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Second Week of Eastertide 

Second Sunday of Eastertide 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

Entrance Antiphon 1 Pt 2:2 Like newborn infants, you 
must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may 
grow to salvation, alleluia. 

Or: 4 Esdras 2:36-37 Receive the joy of your glory, 
giving thanks to God, who has called you into the heavenly 
kingdom, alleluia. 

Collect God of everlasting mercy, who in the very 
recurrence of the paschal feast kindle the faith of the 
people you have made your own, increase, we pray, the 
grace you have bestowed, that all may grasp and rightly 
understand in what font they have been washed, by whose 
Spirit they have been reborn, by whose Blood they have 
been redeemed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
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who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4: 32-35; Psalm 117; 1 John 5: 

1-6; John 20: 19-31 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
Peace be with you! After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 
saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you. And with that he 
breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven. Now Thomas (called 
Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, We have 
seen the Lord! But he said to them, Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
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and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it. A week 
later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, Peace be with you! Then 
he said to Thomas, Put your finger here; see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 
and believe. Thomas said to him, My Lord and my God! 
Then Jesus told him, Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed. Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 
book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name. (John 20:19-31) 

Divine Mercy I once saw a television segment 
which followed the work of a certain member of the Rotary 
organization. He had the responsibility of coordinating the 
medical help Rotary gave to physically ailing persons from 
the Pacific Islands. It showed him arranging for an infant 
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who had a hole in the heart to be brought to Australia for 
an advanced operation. The impressive thing about that 
gentleman was his compassion. He felt very profoundly 
for the child, and was in turn deeply distressed and then 
overjoyed at the medical progress of the baby. It also 
showed a host family who volunteered to host the mother 
and her infant, and to look after them while they were in 
Australia for the medical treatment. That family, too, was 
deeply compassionate. They were compassionate and 
merciful people. Mercy! We could describe mercy as the 
compassion evoked by the sight of another’s misery, 
leading a person to offer all possible aid to the one in need. 
Those people were very merciful. Our Lord said, blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall have mercy shown them. 
He also said, Be compassionate as your heavenly Father is 
compassionate. Time and again the Gospels speak of the 
compassion our Lord felt for those he saw to be in need. 
At the village of Nain, on seeing a poor widow 
accompanying the body of her son to the cemetery, Christ’s 
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compassion moved him to raise the young man from the 
dead and return him to his mother. It was the compassion 
and mercy of God that led the Father to send his Son to 
save the world from sin. Today, the second Sunday of 
Eastertide, we celebrate the Divine Mercy. That is to say, 
we celebrate the infinite compassion of God in the face of 
the world's need, and all that issued from that compassion. 
God is viewed by very many people as a distant figure, 
uninvolved in the world and in our personal lives. They 
look on him as making no difference because he is just not 
part of life. But they do not know God. What they are 
thinking of, in that image of him, is not the real, almighty 
God. It is a fantasy, a theoretical construct of our secular 
and agnostic culture, an image fostered by various currents 
of philosophical thought or experiences of life. Our secular 
culture and public life fosters the assumption that life is to 
be lived without any relationship with or recourse to God. 

In the minds of many, God is thought of as 
unconcerned and indeed irrelevant to the great problems 
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facing us. We think of him that way because we are 
encouraged to assume that the supernatural is not real. 
Modern Western man characteristically does not give faith 
in God a serious trial. But to exclude God from a culture is 
a tremendous impoverishment. The point is that we must 
make it our business to embrace the image and notion of 
God which God himself has revealed. He has revealed that 
he is rich in mercy. That is to say, God’s attitude to the 
world’s misery and to the misery and suffering of each one 
of us is one of infinite compassion. God feels for each of 
us, for he is a compassionate Father who responds by doing 
all in his power and all that is in accord with his divine 
wisdom to alleviate the need he sees in his suffering child. 
He is merciful in his response to that need. It was because 
of his compassion that he sent his very own Son to take 
upon himself the world’s sin and expiate for it by his 
suffering and death. In giving us his Son, God gave up 
everything to fix our problem, which is the problem of sin. 
We speak rightly of God as being almighty, and indeed that 
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is the first thing about God we all think of. He is our 
almighty Father. But God reveals and manifests his 
almighty power precisely in his mercy, in his compassion, 
in the action he takes to alleviate our needs at their root, 
and their root is sin. God’s power has been revealed most 
signally in the work of redeeming the world, causing such 
a breakthrough as to make holiness possible for all who 
believe in Christ. It was by God’s almighty power that the 
world was redeemed, and this power revealed his mercy. 
This is manifested in the wounds of Christ. By his wounds 
we are saved. His wounds show forth his almighty mercy 
and compassion, for they display the surpassing sufferings 
which Christ endured in his work of mercy, the taking 
away of the sin of the world. In today’s Gospel passage 
our Lord shows his wounds to Thomas. Thomas, seeing 
them and touching them, says from the bottom of his heart: 
“My Lord and my God!” (John 20:19-31) In those wounds 
on his hands, his feet, his side and all over his body, Christ 
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reveals how rich and powerful God is in mercy. His divine 
mercy was revealed to Thomas in those wounds. 

Let us resolve to gaze constantly on the wounds of the 
crucified and risen Jesus so as to draw near to the 
compassionate heart of Jesus. Thus do we unite ourselves 
with the Divine Mercy, the mercy of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. In this way we shall be filled with the thought 
of God's mercy towards us. Let us resolve by our 
compassionate lives to bear witness before others to the 
mercy of God for them. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the 
dead, dies now no more; death will no longer have 
dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have 
been renewed by paschal remedies, transcending the 
likeness of our earthly parentage, may be transformed in 
the image of our heavenly maker. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2:1-3, 4-9; 

John 3:1-8 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He 
came to Jesus at night and said, Rabbi, we know you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no-one could 
perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were 
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not with him. In reply Jesus declared, I tell you the truth, 
no-one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born 
again. How can a man be born when he is old? Nicodemus 
asked. Surely he cannot enter a second time into his 
mother's womb to be born! Jesus answered, I tell you the 
truth, no-one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is 
born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but 
the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised 
at my saying, ‘You must be born again. ’ The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot 
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit. (John 3:1-8) 

Kingdom In the Book of Genesis we read of God’s 
sentence upon the Serpent: “I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, between your seed and her seed; he shall 
crush your head and you shall lie in wait for his heel” 
(3:15). We may say that implicit in this divine prediction 
is the revelation of the presence of two kingdoms in our 
world which are in conflict. There is the realm of the 
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Serpent and the realm of the woman, that of his seed and 
her seed. There is also the prediction that from the woman 
will come the victor and the victory, and that God has 
aligned himself with the seed of the woman. In the divine 
promise to Abraham, there is the hint of a great kingdom to 
come — it will consist of the children of Abraham. 
Further, God will be working with them — in this sense it 
will be his realm. “I will make a great nation of you. I will 
bless you, and make your name great, so that you shall be a 
blessing. I will bless them that bless you, and curse them 
that curse you. In you all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3). In the blessing that Jacob 
pronounced over his twelve sons, especially noteworthy is 
the blessing on Judah. “The scepter shall not depart from 
Judah, nor the staff from between his feet, until he comes 
to whom it belongs. To him shall be the obedience of 
nations” (Genesis 49:10). There is to be a divinely- 
sanctioned kingship coming forth from Judah, and to that 
king shall belong a universal obedience. To him shall be 
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given the scepter of Judah, the descendant of Abraham. So 
God’s kingdom is coming, and at its head will be a king 
from the tribe of Judah. In the Book of Deuteronomy, 
Moses promises to the people that if “you continue to heed 
the voice of the Lord your God ... the Lord your God will 
raise you high above all the nations of the earth” 
(Deuteronomy 28:1). The Lord “will beat down before you 
the enemies that rise up against you ... he will establish you 
as a people sacred to himself’ (28:7). Then, subsequent to 
this, there was the significant promise of God to David: 
“When your days are fulfilled ... I will raise up your seed 
after you ... and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house to my name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall 
be to me a son .. your throne shall be formed forever” (2 
Samuel 7:12-16). These predictions were amplified in the 
prophets, casting more light on the Messiah-King. 

God’s kingdom was coming, and it was essential that 
all be in it. The problem was that its nature was not clearly 
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delineated — there needed to be an Interpreter, a Teacher, 
a Prophet to provide a definitive understanding. It was 
widely expected that the kingdom would be of a temporal 
character — and this was natural. For example, when 
Satan tempted Christ in the wilderness he tempted him to 
seek a temporal lordship as the fulfilment of the 
prophecies. Having showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world, he said: “To you will I give all this power and their 
glory; for to me they have been delivered” (Luke 4:6). 
Now of course, Jesus was indeed the promised King. The 
angel Gabriel had said to Mary that “the Lord God will 
give him the throne of David his father, and he shall be 
king over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end” (Luke 1:32-33). But the angel in the 
Gospel of St Matthew had hinted at a different kind of 
kingdom from what was expected. “And she shall bring 
forth a son, and you shall call his name Jesus; for he shall 
save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). The 
realm would be spiritual, he would save from sin. This 
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was a singularly original revelation of Jesus Christ as his 
preaching on the Kingdom of God unfolded. He eschewed 
the idea of a temporal kingdom and gradually presented a 
Kingdom that was a complete surprise even to his 
disciples. It was not, as Christ said to Pilate, a kingdom of 
this world, one for which the world would aspire. It had to 
do with the taking away of the sin of the world and living 
in God —just as Jesus lived in the Father and the Father in 
him. All of this brings us to our Gospel today (John 3:1-8), 
in which our Lord, having heard from Nicodemus a 
confession of faith (“we know that you are a teacher come 
from God”), speaks of the Kingdom of God and entry into 
it. “I tell you the truth, no-one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless he is bom of water and the Spirit.” A new birth 
was required — and Nicodemus characteristically 
interpreted this in temporal and material terms. A radical 
personal change or newness of life at the root of one’s 
being was involved — and God would effect it through his 
Spirit and through water. Baptism was necessary for entry. 
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Christ’s charge to his disciples of a world-wide mission 
included baptism: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

It was in this way that the prophecies were fulfilled. 
They were prophecies of a spiritual Kingdom which, of 
course had ramifications for the temporal order. Christ, in 
speaking of the Last Judgment, says that the King will say: 
“Come, blessed of my Father, take possession of the 
kingdom prepared for you ... for I was hungry and you 
gave me to drink” (Matthew 25:34-35). Notice this: Christ 
says, I was hungry — he has united himself with every 
man, especially the most needy. It is those who are in 
union with him who are citizens of this Kingdom. This 
Kingdom is not a worldly one. It consists above all in 
union with Jesus Christ, and the means of entry into this 
Kingdom is baptism by water and the Spirit. Let us live 
the life of God, then, with Jesus Christ as our King. 
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Second reflection: (John 3:1-8) 

Grace Many people think of religion as simply 
something we set our minds to do (with the emphasis on 
what we are doing) in order to deepen our relationship with 
God and to live a good life. What we choose to do (for 
God) makes up the life of religion. Now, of course a 
religious life involves a range of things we choose to do 
that are often profoundly different from the choices in life 
of one without religion. But the good news is that the 
Christian life is far more than this for it involves primarily 
what God does , rather than simply what we do. That is 
what makes the Christian life so utterly different in the 
sight of God from all other forms of religious life. It is life 
in Christ, life in the Holy Spirit, life in the Father — in a 
word, it is the life in God which is made possible by the 
action of grace. It is grace that carries us along and which 
sustains our efforts, making it possible for a new life to 
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grow and develop within us. God gives the growth and it 
is growth in a life that comes from above. In our Gospel 
today (John 3:1-8) our Lord makes it clear that to enter into 
the realm of God which he came to establish (that is, God’s 
Kingdom) it is necessary to be born again. This new birth 
is not something we simply resolve to achieve or 
experience. It is a profoundly new beginning brought to us 
by the Holy Spirit. Our Lord is referring in the first 
instance, of course, to Baptism which brings about this new 
birth, but the point we ought dwell on is what this new 
birth means for our entire religious life. At Baptism the 
Spirit of God comes to us, and the action of the Holy Spirit 
is the source of the faith, the life of prayer, the daily service 
of God and all the other elements of our daily Christian 
life. The Christian life is not something that is primarily 
the product of our own resolve or personal virtues. It is in 
the first instance the result of the grace of God. He is 
doing the work which, of course, will come to nothing if 
we do not co-operate obediently with what he is doing. 
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There is a wonderful Reality present in our souls that 
transcends us even while being intimately present to us. 
Our religion is not just a matter of what I am trying to do, 
but above all of what God is doing. “The wind blows 
wherever it pleases; you hear its sound, but you cannot tell 
where it comes from or where it is going” (John 3:1-8). 
The wind blows and has its effect. 

During these days of Eastertide let us endeavour to 
appreciate in a new way what life in Christ means. It 
means being sustained by God in growth in holiness, and 
putting our own best effort into co-operating with God’s 
action. God is giving the growth. Let us then give 
ourselves over to doing his will at whatever cost, and he 
will make us like unto him. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Revelation 19: 6.7 Let us rejoice and 
be glad and give glory to God, for the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Enable us, we pray, almighty God, to proclaim the 
power of the risen Lord, that we, who have received the 
pledge of his gift, may come to possess all he gives when it 
is fully revealed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:32-37; Psalm 93:1-2, 5; 
John 3:7b-15 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, (Do not wonder that I told 
you,) ‘You must be born again. ’ The wind blows wherever 
it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone 
born of the Spirit. How can this be ? Nicodemus asked. 
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You are Israel’s teacher, said Jesus, and do you not 
understand these things? I tell you the truth, we speak of 
what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but 
still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken 
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then 
will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No-one has 
ever gone into heaven except the one who came from 
heaven — the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
(John 3:7b-15) 

Heavenly Things Our scene is the meeting between 
Jesus, who in the Gospel of St John had been proclaimed 
by John the Baptist to be the Lamb of God, the One who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit, and the Son of God (1:29- 
34), and Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. We might say 
that it is the occasion of a dialogue between a formal 
representative of the Old Testament and the full 
embodiment of the New. Nicodemus, “a ruler of the Jews” 
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came to Jesus by night and professed his and others’ 
acceptance that Jesus was a teacher come from God (3:2). 
It would seem that he too awaited the Kingdom of God — 
and as the other Gospels indicate, this is what Christ had 
been preaching about. Our Lord immediately makes it 
clear to his genuinely interested visitor and secret disciple 
that entry into the Kingdom requires a new birth. 
Nicodemus’ response is revealing and significant: “How 
can a man be born when he is old” (3:4). Christ explains 
that it is a birth “of water and the Spirit.” Do not marvel, 
our Lord continues — the fact that you cannot see the 
Spirit doing this, nor understand how it is done ought not 
greatly surprise you. After all, while you see the effects of 
the wind and hear it blowing, you do not know its source or 
to what point it is heading. There are plenty of things you 
do not fully understand in the world, but you see their 
effects. So too, you will not understand the Person, the 
action, the source and the destination of the Holy Spirit in 
that rebirth of man which enables him to see the Kingdom 
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of God. Nicodemus, a man steeped in the Law, the 
Prophets and the Writings, poses a significant question: 
“How can this be?” His question reminds us of a pivotal 
feature of the religion of Jesus Christ. It is that it is a 
religion incorporating not only the best of natural religion, 
but of divinely revealed mysteries. The entire Old 
Testament religion was revealed by God and expressed his 
will for man. It is not just the product of reason and the 
powers of man — as other religions were and are. Now, 
while there are some things in Old Testament religion that 
evoked the question, “How can this be?”, in its broad 
elements it was not strikingly above the powers of reason 
to comprehend. It was the religion of one infinite Creator 
and Lord of all who revealed many elements of his Plan 
and his will — such as the Ten Commandments and a 
coming salvation. He chose a people from whom would 
come salvation — salvation is from the Jews (John 4:22). 
But broadly speaking, it was not a religion of 
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incomprehensible mysteries beyond the power of reason to 
understand. 

In a sense, the Jewish religion had a great deal to 
commend itself to the best spirits of classical times, even if 
it did not succeed in so doing. Though revealed, and 
therefore immensely sacred and the path to life as far as it 
went, it could be seen as, in the main, eminently rational in 
the best sense. While it confronted the human intellect 
with some mysteries beyond comprehension, there were 
not many. One wonders what Socrates, Plato and Aristotle 
would have made of it. There was no pressing need to ask 
Nicodemus’ question of it: “How can this be?” But the 
case is different with the revelation vouchsafed by Jesus 
Christ. In his conversation with Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews, he is speaking of a new birth by the Holy Spirit and 
by water. This was necessary to see the Kingdom of God. 
This was mysterious: “How can this be?” Our Lord chose 
to provide a parallel drawn from nature to illustrate this 
particular action of God. It is a bit like the wind having its 



1075 


effects, even if you can’t see the wind, nor know whence it 
comes and whither it goes. There was, however, much 
more to this religion than that. There were many 
“heavenly things” — if “you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things?” (John 3:12). This is 
the point to notice here: there are very many “heavenly 
things” which constitute the heart of the Christian religion. 
They are mysteries beyond human comprehension. For 
instance, Nicodemus was beholding One that was 
preeminently such, in this very conversation. There was, 
seated before him, the incarnate God. The one and only 
God of all, infinite in his ineffable Being, the Lord and 
Spouse of his chosen people Israel, the God of the 
Commandments and of the Covenant, was sitting before 
him as true Man. He had become Man while remaining the 
same God. This, as one says colloquially, would blow the 
mind away. It is incomprehensible, and it is at the heart of 
the religion. It is a leap beyond, but not contradictory to, 
the parameters of revealed doctrine to that point. Its 
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acceptance required faith in the credibility of the Person to 
whom Nicodemus was speaking. There was much more. 
Christ, in this very conversation, refers to the action of the 
Holy Spirit — alluding to and presaging further doctrine on 
the divine Personality of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, his words 
intimate the mystery of the Triune God. He also refers to 
the divine plan of redemption — the Atonement and 
salvation by faith in himself. “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the desert, so must the Son of man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life” (John 
3 : 15 ). 

Perhaps the greatest stumbling block against the 
Christian religion for modem man, who has achieved so 
much by the impressive use of his reason, is that the 
Christian religion, in so many of its essential aspects, goes 
far beyond mere reason. It is not a religion arising from 
the best that is in man. It is a religion that has come from 
God, revealing “heavenly things” that are the very best for 
man. But they require explicit and unavoidable faith in 
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God, and in particular, in Jesus Christ whom he has sent. 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the One who was to come 
into the world. What he has revealed is the Good News of 
God’s Plan for our salvation. He is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. 


Second reflection: (Acts 4: 32-37) 

“The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus with great power ” 

The Resurrection The mention in today's first 
reading of the testimony of the apostles to the resurrection 
shows that, in the mind of the early Church, the Person of 
the risen Jesus — which is what is meant by “the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus” — is the most important 
Reality in the world. We may ask, is there some linchpin 
that holds the entire universe together and gives it 




1078 


endurance and hope for the future? There is. That 
linchpin, that cornerstone of the entire cosmic structure, is 
the risen Jesus. The entire cosmos relates to him for its 
being and for all its prospects. He is the first-fruits of all 
creation, and in him all things are held together. All power 
and authority in heaven and on earth reside in him. The 
risen Jesus is at the heart of the world while transcending 
it, and to relate to him and to bring the world into 
connection with him is to bring all into contact with its 
Source and End. The Church does this by bearing witness 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. The early Church, we 
are told in our passage from the Acts of the Apostles today, 
did this “with great power” (Acts 4:32-37). 

It is generally agreed that St Luke proposes the infant 
Church not only for our meditation but for our imitation. 
When therefore he refers to the early Church testifying to 
the risen Jesus “with great power” he means the reader to 
reflect on how he too, as a member of the Church, can do 
the same. Lirstly we must strive to realize the resurrection. 
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“The resurrection” is a term which is so familiar and 
frequent that its use can mask a lack of realization of what 
it is standing for. We need an imaginative appreciation of 
it. Imagine a person you knew well and loved who died. 
Think of such a person in your experience. Think of your 
loss at his death, and of how often you felt the loss since 
his death. Then he comes back in the flesh! You see him 
and speak to him, understanding beyond any doubt that it is 
he indeed. Imagine yourself speaking of him now, as of 
one who is truly alive and in a glorified state. You would 
certainly testify to him with a greater power than you did 
before. You would be convincing because you would 
know he was alive. 

The difference with Jesus is that his rising from the 
dead has implications for everyone. The problem is that 
many Christians do not see that it has any implications. It 
is just a tale, an event which may or may not have 
happened, but which has no real bearing on life. Such an 
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attitude to the rising of Christ from the dead needs the 
testimony of the Church, and a testimony with great power. 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 50; 22 (21):23 I will 
praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your 
name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect As we recall year by year the mysteries by which, 
through the restoration of its original dignity, human nature 
has received the hope of rising again, we earnestly beseech 
your mercy, Lord, that what we celebrate in faith we may 
possess in unending love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34:2-9; John 3:16-21 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
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whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son. This is the judgment: Light has come into the 
world, but men loved darkness instead of light because 
their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the 
light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds 
will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into 
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has 
done has been done through God. (John 3:16-21) 

Faith One of the most distinctive features of 
Western culture as it has developed over nearly two and a 
half millennia (from the beginnings of Greek philosophy) 
is the prominence of the intellectual act of demonstration. 
It is assumed that truth is to be demonstrated if it is to be 
accepted. On the basis of demonstration, the vast field of 
science is being ever extended, and the effective world of 
technology is being built. Broadly speaking, in 
“demonstration” we satisfy ourselves that the evidence 
before us warrants a particular conclusion, and the 
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conclusion is commensurate with the evidence. You have 
proved what you claim to the satisfaction of your audience 
or readers, or you have not. Accordingly, we look with 
suspicion at appeals to authority and the validation of 
statements by authorities. There is a great strength in this 
bent of mind, and it has been the cause of a remarkable 
prominence of the West in the culture of the world. At the 
same time, there is another emphasis — by no means 
absent in the West, indeed a constant undercurrent — 
coming, perhaps from more Middle-Eastern and Far 
Eastern cultures. I refer to the bent towards faith. In this 
cast of mind, emphasis is placed on faith — faith in, say, a 
master who possesses truth or wisdom. Perhaps this is one 
reason why the great religions of the world have come 
forth in the main from the East. Which has been the more 
decisive in the world for sheer influence — Faith or 
Reason? I suspect it has been Faith. Still, for the dominant 
Western culture of our day, Faith is the object of suspicion. 
This is the Western mind-set which we must be aware of 
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and on guard against. As a matter of fact, Faith is the most 
natural thing in the world. It is a normal means of 
acquiring knowledge — as is, of course, demonstration. 
We grow up learning things on faith. All through life we 
accept many things on faith and all know this to be 
eminently reasonable. At the same time we know we must 
use our own minds and be able to demonstrate. But what 
about knowing the most important thing of all, the means 
of salvation from ultimate death? God has told us: the way 
to this is pre-eminently by faith. God does not expect us to 
discover this by “demonstration.” What he wants of us is 
faith in what he has revealed. Man lives on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God. The greatest work in 
life is to believe in Christ and his teaching. This is very 
striking: salvation depends on faith in the word and Person 
of Another. This is what our inspired passage of today 
insists on. “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life .... Whoever believes in him is 
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not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the 
name of God's one and only Son.” 

Of course, this does not mean that what you then do 
does not matter — as if all that matters is that you happen 
to believe. Your faith, as St James points out, is manifested 
in what you do, and if what you do is not in conformity 
with the demands of your faith, then your faith is dead. So 
the pivotal place of faith in Jesus and his word must never 
be understood as disregarding what one does — i.e., one’s 
works. It is not those who say to me, Lord! Lord! who will 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven, our Lord said, but those who 
do the will of my Father in heaven. “If anyone keeps my 
word he will never see death” (John 8:30). So faith 
requires of us obedience to the commandments of God. In 
this sense, faith and works are necessary to gain salvation, 
but here we are thinking of the (intriguing) necessity of 
faith. It is one of the most constant themes in the teaching 
of Jesus Christ: “he who believes in me, though he die, yet 
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shall he live” (John 11:25). But there is a further feature of 
faith. Not only does it show itself in what one does, but in 
a sense it depends on what one does. Consider what our 
Gospel passage tells us in respect to receiving Christ in 
faith. “This is the judgment: Light has come into the 
world, but men loved darkness instead of light because 
their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the 
light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds 
will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into 
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has 
done has been done through God” (John 3:16-21). Our 
deeds manifest and also shape our moral position and state. 
They manifest and forge our disposition and our basic 
preference: the direction of our will. If we are evil — 
shown in our actions — then we shall not love the Light. 
We shall not want to believe. In this sense, our will has a 
certain priority. Our will sets us for or against the Light 
that has come into the world. Laith has the priority, but we 
must want to believe. Our Lord once told the parable of 
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the Sower going out to sow. Some seed fell upon bad 
ground, other seeds fell upon good soil. The reception of 
the seed is the faith which accepts the Word. But for this 
reception to occur at all, the soil itself must be good. We 
must be good soil if we are to receive the Word, which is to 
say that we must be morally disposed if ever we are to 
believe. The bad man must repent in some sense and to 
some degree if he is to believe. There were two criminals 
dying by the side of Christ at Calvary — they had done bad 
things. One of them said that they deserved what they 
were getting. He repented — his will had changed — and 
he made a profession of faith. As a result he heard the 
words, “this day you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 
23:43). 

The wonderful thing is that for this essential step of 
faith in Jesus Christ, we are not left on our own. The 
powerful aid of God comes to us and offers us this very 
faith as a gift. We are given the disposition to believe as a 
supernatural gift. We must willingly receive it and act 
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upon it by choosing to believe. At our Baptism this gift is 
given us as the fundamental element of our life in Christ. 
We are enabled to believe even though the object of our 
belief is far beyond the powers of demonstration. Indeed, 
by the grace of God we are inclined to belief in Jesus 
Christ. Let us treasure our faith and protect it by leading 
good lives in accordance with the will and command of 
God. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20 O God, when 
you went forth before your people, marching with them 
and living among them, the earth trembled, heavens poured 
down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who for the salvation of the world brought 
about the paschal sacrifice, be favorable to the 
supplications of your people, so that Christ our High Priest, 
interceding on our behalf, may by his likeness to ourselves 
bring us reconciliation, and by his equality with you free us 
from our sins. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34:2 and 9, 17-20; 
John 3:31-36 

The one who comes from above is above all; the one 
who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as 
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one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is 
above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but 
no-one accepts his testimony. The man who has accepted 
it has certified that God is truthful. For the one whom God 
has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit 
without limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed 
everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, 
for God's wrath remains on him. (John 3: 31-36) 

He is Above All Catholic Christianity regards the 
Gospels as constituting the fundamental books of the New 
Testament, indeed of the whole of the Scriptures. This is 
because they present in direct fashion the Person, the 
redemptive work, and the teaching of Jesus Christ. 
Similarly, there is a fundamental section of the Old 
Testament. It is the Pentateuch, the Torah. This is not the 
moment to discuss this — I just mention it to introduce the 
creation of man in the Book of Genesis, the first book of 
the Torah. God creates the world, and the high point of 
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this creative work is his making of “man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them” (1:27). To stress the point, there is the 
alternative account in the next chapter: “the Lord God 
formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being” 
(2:7). From “the rib which the Lord God had taken from 
the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 
man” (2:22). Mankind is the creation of God, and prior to 
the divine act of bringing him into being, man lacks 
existence. The human person comes into being at his 
conception due to the creative act of God. No human Self 
is there prior to the Creator’s action, and that Self, the gift 
of the Creator, is the defining “form” of the human embryo 
and its spiritual principle. It is a fascinating thought, that I 
am but once I was not. How is it that I now am, when I 
need not be and when I once was not? I am more than just 
the physical coming together of human gametes and their 
physical interaction. I am a thinking, willing, deciding Self 
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who can reason in abstract fashion and who can plan his 
destiny. I sense with conviction that I shall not sink into 
the oblivion of mere matter, though I know that I shall 
assuredly die. I am the handiwork of the Creator, who knit 
together my Self within my mother’s womb with the intent 
that I would have life without end. The point here is that at 
a certain point I began to be, and before that I was not. The 
archetype of my creation and that of every other human 
person, is given in the creation of the first man and woman 
in Genesis. Before Adam and Eve ever were, they were 
not. Before Abraham ever was, he was not. Before the 
Patriarchs, Moses, the Prophets and all other persons on the 
face of the earth in human history were, they were not. 
Then they came to be — due to the creative intervention of 
God. Of course, we (believers in God) take this for granted 
as an evident fact. 

But the case is essentially different with one, only 
one, other Person in human history. Yes, he was certainly 
conceived in the womb (but miraculously, without human 
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father), and he was bom of a woman. But as against every 
other person in human history, this was not the beginning 
of his existence as a person. His Person had been with God 
in the beginning — the beginning being eternity. His 
Person never did have a temporal beginning for he had 
always been with God, for he was himself God. As St John 
puts it, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God” (John 1:1-2). The one God was and 
is three distinct Persons — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — 
each of whom was and is the same one God. God so loved 
the world that he sent his only Son to save the world from 
sin and to bestow the gift of the Holy Spirit. The point 
here, though, is that as against every other person on the 
face of the earth, the Person of Jesus Christ pre-existed his 
conception and birth. Abraham rejoiced to see my day, he 
declared. You are not yet fifty years old, and you have 
seen Abraham? Before Abraham ever was, he stated, I am 
(John 8:56-59). It is in this unique and literal sense that 
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Jesus Christ was sent by God to man — he came down 
from heaven. As we read in our Gospel today (John 3: 
31-36): “The one who comes from above is above all; the 
one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks 
as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is 
above all. JJe testifies to what he has seen and heard, but 
no-one accepts his testimony.” Because of this, Jesus 
Christ is “above all.” As St Paul writes, in him is to be 
found every heavenly blessing. Again, he writes that 
before the foundation of the world, God made us in Christ 
to be holy and full of love in his sight. Or, to use the words 
of John the Baptist, “He who comes after me ranks before 
me, for he was before me” (John 1:15). In Jesus Christ is 
the fullness, and for this reason the one who deliberately 
rejects him falls away from the source of life and 
ultimately will die. “The Father loves the Son and has 
placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for God's wrath remains on him.” So it is that 
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acceptance of Jesus Christ in faith and love is the path to 
salvation. 

Let us preserve in our hearts a profound sense of the 
uniqueness and incomparable standing of Jesus Christ. JJe 
is from heaven and is seated at the right hand of God his 
Father, the two being united in the Holy Spirit. He has 
come from there and has gone to there, and as the head of 
his Body the Church he abides in our midst. His kingdom 
is in this world but is not of this world. Let us understand 
that the one thing necessary in life is to be totally united to 
him, the one source of true life. If we reject him, we are on 
the path to being doomed. Accept him in faith and love we 
must, for this is the way to life eternal. He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, the one and only way to the Father. 
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Second reflection: (Acts 5:27-33) 

“We are witnesses to all this, we and the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given ” 

The Holy Spirit Our passage from the Acts of the 
Apostles portrays the Apostles bearing witness to the 
resurrection and glorification of Jesus before the leaders of 
the Jews. Whereas the Apostles were previously timid and 
fearful, now they are intrepid and courageous. This is the 
striking difference we see in them after the coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. That is to say, their witness to 
Jesus is a manifestation of the presence and the witness of 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is accompanying them 
and sustaining them in the face of opposition and 
persecution. They are not alone. As our Lord said on one 
occasion prior to his Passion when predicting the 
persecution which would pursue them: “Do not worry 
about what you are to say, for the Spirit of your Father will 
be speaking in you.” The disciples of Christ would be able 
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to count on the witness and the support of the Holy Spirit 
in the midst of difficulties. And this is exactly what the 
Apostles refer to before the leaders of the Jews. “We are 
witnesses to all this, we and the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” (Acts of the Apostles 5:27- 
33) 


The same Holy Spirit has come to each of us who 
have been baptized and confirmed, and the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in particular can be viewed as the special 
counterpart of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
That is to say, the effect on the Church of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost is similar to the effect on each 
person who is confirmed. The Holy Spirit comes to abide 
with the baptized and newly confirmed person to aid that 
person in his mission of bearing witness to Christ. The 
Apostles speak of the Holy Spirit bearing witness together 
with them. Therefore the Holy Spirit will be bearing 
witness in our lives, especially to us, but through us to 
others too. It is important to learn to notice the effect of 
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the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Have we 
noticed how constant our faith in Christ is, even if there is 
in it still much to be desired? We have there evidence of 
the action of the Holy Spirit. Have we noticed that at times 
we are indeed prepared to bear witness to Christ in various 
— even if in only small ways — to those around us? We 
have there evidence of the action of the Holy Spirit. 
During these days of Eastertide we prepare for the feast of 
Pentecost and we follow the Church’s reading of the Acts 
of the Apostles. Let us learn to notice the witnessing 
action of the Holy Spirit in our own minds and hearts, and 
in the influence we at times exercise on others in the name 
of Christ. 

Let us keep constantly in mind the gift and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts as well as the 
guarantee that he will be with us to bear witness together 
with us before the world. This is not just a pious belief. 
We believe it on the word of Christ and on the testimony of 
the Apostles. 
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Friday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, 
Lord, by your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, and have made us into a kingdom, 
priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, hope and light of the sincere, we humbly 
entreat you to dispose our hearts to offer you worthy prayer 
and ever to extol you by dutiful proclamation of your 
praise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; 
John 6:1-15 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of 
the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great 
crowd of people followed him because they saw the 
miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. Then Jesus 
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went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 
The Jewish Passover Feast was near. When Jesus looked 
up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, he said to 
Philip, Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat? 
He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 
what he was going to do. Philip answered him, Eight 
months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to 
have a little! Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother, spoke up, Here is a boy with five small 
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many? Jesus said, Make the people sit down. 
There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat 
down, about five thousand of them. Jesus then took the 
loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were 
seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the 
fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his 
disciples, Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing 
be wasted. So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets 
with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those 
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who had eaten. After the people saw the miraculous sign 
that Jesus did, they began to say, Surely this is the Prophet 
who is to come into the world. Jesus, knowing that they 
intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew 
again to a mountain by himself. (John 6:1-15) 

The New Moses For the Jews, the fundamental 
books of the Scriptures were those constituting the Torah 
— the Law, or Books of Moses — what the Christian 
usually calls the Pentateuch (five books of the Law). 
According to Jewish and Christian theology, the work of 
Moses is the practical basis of the history of Israel down to 
the time of Jesus Christ. Now, apart from the numerous 
ways in which the “Books of Moses” were immensely 
significant as a record of divine revelation, there is one 
important point: they prophesied of the Messiah. That they 
did is shown by the words of our Lord himself: in John 
5:45-47, our Lord says, “There is one that accuses you, 

Moses. for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe his 

writings, how will you believe my words?” Not only did 
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our Lord teach this as being part of the teaching of 
“Moses,” but it was known that “Moses” had taught the 
coming of the Messiah. We read that after Philip received 
his call from Christ, he went to Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” 
(John 1:44). We read that when in captivity in Rome, Paul 
said to visiting leaders of the Jews that “it is because of the 
hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain” (Acts 
28:20). He testified to many of the Jews concerning “the 
kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus 
both from the law of Moses and from the prophets” — 
some being convinced, others not (Acts 28:23). The 
general belief of the children of Israel was that Moses was 
not only a prophet but the greatest of the prophets. The 
very fact that he was viewed as the inspired author (in 
some real sense) of the Torah — the foundation of the 
Scriptures — shows his eminence as a prophet of God. 
Now, where in the Torah (the Pentateuch) itself is Moses 
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stated to be a prophet? It is in the Book of Deuteronomy: 
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your brothers — it is to him you 
shall listen” (Deut 18:15). This is the one passage in the 
Torah where Moses identifies himself as a prophet of the 
Lord. Moreover, this is also the one passage where Moses 
prophesies the coming of “a Prophet like me.” This was an 
inescapable part of the Mosaic revelation. As Jesus would 
show, the Mosaic revelation was to be interpreted in light 
of it. Another Moses was coming, a Prophet like him. To 
him all were to listen. 

When John the Baptist inaugurated his prophetic 
ministry, he was questioned by the priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem. “Are you Elijah?” — Malachi had predicted the 
coming of Elijah “before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord comes” (Malachi 4:5). “Are you the prophet?” (John 
1:19-21). In our Gospel today, the people, seeing the 
miraculous feeding of thousands with the handful of bread 
and fish, and thinking of the great event in the Torah of the 
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feeding of their forefathers with manna from heaven, began 
to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the 
world.” Jesus was the One predicted by Moses, the One 
who would be like Moses , the One who would take them to 
a new promised land of freedom from their burdens and 
oppression. To him would they listen. In a very real sense 
they had judged aright. Jesus was the prophet foretold by 
Moses. John the Baptist, of whom our Lord said that there 
was no greater born of woman, had identified him as the 
Promised One. The bread and fish which our Lord 
suddenly and effortlessly produced before them and 
distributed to all was a sign of the manna from heaven. He 
was indeed the new Moses. The manna which Jesus 
provided for the crowd was not merely to satisfy their 
present hunger, but was a foretaste of the manna to come, 
far more glorious and life-giving. It would be his own 
flesh, sacramentally made present as food for the journey 
to the Promised Land of heaven. This is alluded to by John 
— for he tells us that this event of the feeding of the 
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thousands occurred when “the Jewish Passover Feast was 
near.” At that coming Passover, the new Moses would lead 
the children of Israel out of slavery into a Promised Land. 
But Jesus Christ’s grand innovation was to show that the 
true meaning of the Law, the Prophets and the Writings 
was spiritual at its heart. Christ had come to free his 
people from their sins, to take away the sin of the world, 
and to baptize with the Holy Spirit. So it was that “Jesus, 
knowing that they intended to come and make him king by 
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself’ (John 6:1- 
15). The people knew what the Scriptures had said, but 
they misunderstood it profoundly. What Moses had done 
for them, and what he and his tradition had recorded for 
them in the Torah, was a divinely-wrought harbinger of 
something much higher, deeper and grander to come. 

The new Moses, the new Prophet, would take them 
into a new life in God and to heaven. Moses had gone up 
the Mountain to meet God and to receive his Law. Before 
the Passover which our Lord would accomplish in 
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Jerusalem, he went up the high mountain with his three 
disciples. There he was transfigured in glory and was seen 
conversing with Moses and Elijah. The voice of the Father 
was heard: This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him. A 
thousand years before, Moses had spoken of the prophet 
like him who was to come. The people were to listen to 
him. Let us listen to him, not with our material and 
temporal prejudices and expectations, but wide open to 
what God wishes to do for us. 


Second reflection: (Acts 5:34-42) 

“They preached every day both in the Temple and in 
private houses ” 

Witness Once again, we have in our passage today 
from the Acts of the Apostles a vivid depiction of the 
constant impulse leading the Apostles on to proclaim the 
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Good News about Jesus. Nothing would stop them, and 
their sufferings that came from opposition and punishment 
gave them joy. They were “glad to have had the honour of 
suffering humiliation for the sake of the name” (Acts 5: 34- 
42). What was it that drove them on with such constancy? 
It was clearly due to the presence and witness to them of 
the Holy Spirit, as we have seen in previous days. But this 
also involved their own witness. Now what does this 
mean? Their hearts and their imagination were fired with 
the entire experience of having seen the risen Jesus. Their 
minds were filled with the fact of the resurrection, and they 
understood that it meant new prospects for all mankind. 

If we are to bear convincing and persevering witness 
to the resurrection before an agnostic milieu that has 
difficulty with accepting any supernatural reality, let alone 
the resurrection, then we must be deeply convinced of it 
ourselves. The Holy Spirit will bear his witness to us and 
to others, but we must actively bear witness too. That is to 
say we must be profoundly convinced of the risen Jesus 
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ourselves. We must take the steps to grow in a vivid 
perception of it. It is not just a matter of thinking the 
matter through rationally and overcoming to our 
satisfaction the intellectual objections that might be current 
around us. It is also a matter of meditating on the 
resurrection, of contemplating the reality of it and allowing 
it to fill our minds, our religious imagination and our 
hearts, and thus becoming our deepest conviction. Our 
conviction about it must be as if we had actually seen it. 
Through prayerful meditation on this dogma of the Faith 
we must allow the resurrection to imbue our heart, our 
mind and our imagination with its power. It is then that we 
shall “feel” it with conviction, and it will become the 
motive power for our constant testimony. 

Let the thought of the unyielding conviction of the 
Apostles encourage us to seek to be similarly convinced of 
the reality of the resurrection. This requires the daily 
practice of meditation and lectio divina (prayerful and 
meditative reading, especially of the inspired Scriptures). 
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By this prayerful meditation let us fill our hearts and minds 
with the Good News so as to be able to bear witness to it 
with utter conviction. 







mi 


Saturday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, 
proclaim the mighty works of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect Set aside, O Lord, the bond of sentence written for 
us by the law of sin, which in the Paschal Mystery you 
canceled through the Resurrection of Christ your Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who willed that through the paschal mysteries the 
gates of mercy should stand open for your faithful, look 
upon us and have mercy, that as we follow, by your gift, 
the way you desire for us, so may we never stray from the 
paths of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 
John 6:16-21 

When evening came the disciples of Jesus went down 
to the sea, got into a boat and went across for 
Capharnaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come back to them. A strong wind blew and the sea began 
to stir. They had rowed some twenty five or thirty furlongs 
when they saw Jesus walking on the sea and approaching 
the boat. They were afraid, but he said to them: It is I. Do 
not fear. Then they took him on board willingly enough 
and immediately the boat reached the shore to which they 
were going. (John 6:16-21) 

It is I! The division of the Gospels into chapters 
and verses came long after the actual writing of the 
Gospels, of course. That having been said, we notice that 
at the beginning of chapter 5 of the Gospel of St John, the 
text begins with “After this ...(meta tauta — after these 
things)” (5:1). It suggests that what has gone before in 



1113 


chapter 4 is now being left for something new. There 
follows the healing of the man at the Bethzatha Pool, and 
the controversy and discourse that occupies chapter 5. 
Then at the beginning of chapter 6, we have the same 
phrase that appeared at the beginning of chapter 5, “After 
this {meta tauta — after these things)” (6:1). Once again, 
it suggests that the events of chapter 5 are being left for 
something new. At the beginning of Chapter 7, the same 
phrase appears again: “And after this (kai meta tauta — 
and after these things)” (7:1). Once again, it suggests that 
what makes up our present chapter 6 (for John himself did 
not call it “chapter 6") is being left for a new episode. 
What I am saying is that the whole of chapter 6 ought be 
seen as something of a unity, for it begins and ends with 
the tell-tale phrase marking its beginning and its end: meta 
tauta. If we look at the seventy-one “verses” (as the 
section is now numbered), there are various parts, but we 
ought regard them as interrelated — without forcing the 
matter too much. There is the feeding of the five thousand, 
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an event linked by John with the Passover that was near. It 
culminates in the recognition of Jesus as the prophet whom 
Moses foretold was to come. The feeding of the multitude 
evoked the memory of Moses feeding the people with 
manna from heaven, and leading the people out of the 
wilderness to the Promised Land. There is a new Moses, a 
new manna, a new Passover, a new Promised Land. But 
the miracle of the loaves and its meaning is linked 
profoundly with what is to come in this very section, which 
will end with the meta tauta of chapter 7:1. The burden of 
the whole section is Christ’s extended discourse on the 
Eucharist (6: 25-65), culminating in the desertion of many 
of his disciples, the profession of faith by Simon Peter and 
the Apostles, and the announcement of Judas’s infidelity 
(6: 66-71). The whole of chapter 6 is all of a piece, and 
sets forth the doctrine of the JJoly Eucharist as the means 
by which Christ will bring man to union with him and life 
to the world. 
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Our Gospel passage today (John 6:16-21) is set within 
this framework. It follows the feeding of the five thousand 
in the wilderness, and precedes the discourse on the 
Eucharist. It is always difficult to be sure of the meaning 
of symbolism. This is not to say that John’s account of the 
walking of Christ on the Sea of Galilee is just a symbol — 
by no means. It is plainly a report of an historical fact. But 
John sees in it certain meanings. It is one of the “signs” 
that Christ worked that showed forth his glory and revealed 
the saving plan of God. What might have been the 
meaning of this event? Let us remember that it follows the 
event that evoked the memory of Moses leading the 
children of Israel through the wilderness, sustaining them 
with the manna of heaven, and effecting the Pass-over 
from slavery to the freedom of the Promised Land (which 
itself was the fulfilment of the Pass-over of the houses of 
the Hebrews by the angel, in Egypt). Christ was the new 
Moses. But the other great memory of the children of 
Israel that was associated with their Liberator of a 
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millennium before was his leading them across the Red 
Sea. The waters had blocked their escape from their 
pursuing oppressors. But by his almighty power, God 
parted the Sea and they passed over to the other side. The 
way ahead to their God-given liberation was clear. That 
was Moses. At the end of the feeding of the five thousand, 
Christ was recognized as the new Moses, and there was talk 
of making him their (political) king. Christ put an end to 
that idea. But then there followed the Apostles’ setting out 
on the Sea of Galilee to the other side. It was dark, and “a 
strong wind blew and the sea began to stir,” suggesting 
difficulties to come. They were some three or four miles 
out on their path when they saw Jesus walking on the sea 
and drawing near to them. They were frightened — but 
Jesus reassured them. It is I! Do not be afraid. I suggest 
that John understands this event as yet again showing forth 
Christ as a new and far greater Moses, doing what Moses 
could never have done. He walked on the very waters, and 
as soon as he joined the disciples in the boat to their joy 
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“immediately ( eutheos ) the boat was at the land to which 
they were going” (6:21). Not only was there the miracle of 
Christ coming to them on the water and joining them to 
conduct them through the difficult sea, but there was 
something miraculous about their quick arrival at their 
destination. 

John seems to be suggesting that this event evoked the 
memory — in the disciples at the time and for his Christian 
readers as well — of Moses leading the children of Israel 
across the Red Sea to safety. Apart from the general 
lesson of Christ being all-powerful and coming to the aid 
of man in distress, it is to be linked with the doctrine of the 
Eucharist soon to follow. Christ is the new Moses who 
would give to all of the children of God a new manna from 
heaven, one that brings life to the world. He can do 
anything. As John writes in the Prologue to his Gospel, 
“the law was given through Moses; grace and truth has 
come through Jesus Christ” (1:17). Let us take our stand 
by Jesus, then! 
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Second reflection: (John 6:16-21) 

“They had rowed three or four miles when they saw 
Jesus walking on the lake and coming towards the boat. ” 

Christ the Centre If there is one thing which the 
mass media brings home to us it is that the world is marked 
by instability. A hurricane sweeps across a country leaving 
mayhem and loss of life in its wake. A tsunami engulfs 
thousands and thousands of lives. An earthquake destroys 
countless remote villages whose inhabitants are far beyond 
easy access and aid. Hunger hits vast sections of Africa or 
wherever. A plague suddenly arises which leaves the 
world’s scientists baffled and initially helpless - natural 
disasters all. Our environment is often not at all in harmony 
with our obvious interests. If man appears to us as being 
the centre of the world, the world itself does not appear to 
respect that. There is dysfunction everywhere, from within 
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man’s heart to the cosmos, and the havoc which the 
cosmos brings to man who is its lord. The question is, is 
there any centre to which man can turn in order to find 
ultimate security? Yes, there is. 

The Person of Jesus is the centre and heart of the 
universe (though transcending it), for he is not only, as 
man, part of the created universe, but as God, he is its 
Creator and Lord. Christ is the source of our security. 
This applies not only in relation to our presence in the 
world, but in relation to our presence in the Church. Our 
Gospel today helps us appreciate this. The disciples were 
out there battling a strong wind and a rough sea. This can 
be taken as an image of the world in which we live and of 
the Church into which we have been baptised. We are in 
the boat of the apostles and disciples of Christ, and that 
boat is the Church. In every age the Church is buffeted by 
waves both within and without. As does the world, so too 
the Church has its centre of security, and that centre is the 
Person of Christ. He is the heart and the head of the 
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Church as he is of creation. When things are getting rough, 
Christ is always nearby, coming towards us in the midst of 
the turmoil and the trouble. He constantly says to us “It is 
I. Do not be afraid” (John 6: 16-21). He wants us not to 
fear, but to have peace and trust in him. “Trust in God 
still,” he told his disciples at the Last Supper, “and trust in 
me.” 


Let us resolve to keep our gaze steadfastly on the 
Lord Jesus in a spirit of faith, remembering constantly his 
presence in the world, in the Church, and in our souls. 
With him before us, we need not fear. 
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Third Week of Eastertide 

Third Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 1-2 Cry out with joy to 
God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O 
render him glorious praise, alleluia. 

Collect May your people exult for ever, O God, in 
renewed youthfulness of spirit, so that, rejoicing now in the 
restored glory of our adoption, we may look forward in 
confident hope to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Psalm 4:2, 4, 7-9; 
1 John 2:l-5a; Luke 24:35-48 

Then the two told what had happened on the way, and 
how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the 
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bread. While they were still talking about this, Jesus 
himself stood among them and said to them, Peace be with 
you. They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw 
a ghost. He said to them, Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones, as you see I have. When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they 
still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he 
asked them, Do you have anything here to eat? They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their 
presence. He said to them, This is what I told you while I 
was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms. Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. He told them, This is what is 
written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
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Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 
24:35-48) 

Resurrection I remember years ago a very 

prominent federal politician said that he was a 
“fellow-traveller” with Christianity, rather than a believer 
himself. The reason for his non-belief was that he did not 
accept the fact of Christ’s resurrection. Whatever might 
have been his reasons for not accepting the resurrection, at 
least he understood how central to Christian belief is the 
resurrection of Christ. Islam does not believe Our Lord 
rose from the dead because it asserts that he did not die on 
the cross. They have no evidence for saying this: Islam’s 
assumption is that to die on the cross would be unbecoming 
for so holy a prophet, and would indicate the triumph of 
evil. But at least Islam sees how critical the doctrine of 
Christ’s resurrection would be. Our Lord’s resurrection 
was the decisive element in the belief of Our Lord’s own 
disciples. What happened with them? Christ repeatedly 
warned them that he was about to be rejected and put to 
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death. Despite his telling them that this had to happen if he 
was to fulfil his mission as Messiah, and despite his telling 
them he would rise again on the third day, when he was 
crucified their hopes were completely dashed. It seemed to 
be the end of everything. Some saw the empty tomb, 
others were told about it, but what made all the difference 
was that they actually met him in the flesh after he rose 
from the dead. They met him face to face. They talked 
with him, physically touched him and watched him even 
eat. He specifically told them and showed them that he had 
flesh and bones: “a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you can see I have.” They came to know for themselves 
that the same Jesus who had lived with them in the flesh 
was now alive in the flesh again, enjoying a new and 
glorious life. He, the same Jesus, was back with them from 
the grave. This is the main point St Luke is portraying in 
his Gospel passage today (Luke 24:35-48). Our Lord 
appeared to them in order to show them that he was alive 
and in the flesh. There would have been little difficulty in 
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thinking Our Lord had survived his death in a spiritual 
sense. This was not enough, though, for his disciples 
would have expected that of any holy prophet. When 
Christ appeared to the disciples in our Gospel passage, they 
initially thought they were seeing his ghost. 

We read in the Old Testament book of Samuel how, a 
millennium before Christ, King Saul went to a kind of a 
witch and asked her to summon up holy Samuel from the 
dead so that he could speak to him. She did so, and 
Samuel appeared to Saul. It was the spirit of Samuel, his 
ghost we might say, who appeared and told him of his 
coming defeat and death. When, during his public 
ministry, the disciples saw Jesus coming to them across the 
water in the midst of the storm, they thought they were 
seeing a ghost. It is not distinctive of the Christian religion 
to believe in life beyond the grave in some sense. What is 
distinctive is the belief stemming from the disciple’s 
encounter with the risen Jesus. It was Jesus in the flesh 
who had come back from the grave, and in his glory. He 
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lived by a risen life. This fact made all the difference to 
them. What they saw, what they heard, and what they 
touched transformed their fear of a ghost into joy and 
delight in being with the same Jesus. It was the same Jesus 
they had been with since the beginning of his public 
ministry. It was the same Jesus in the flesh still, the same 
Jesus in his entirety. They watched him, now back from 
the dead. He sat with them and ate and talked. He listened 
to them and was with them as before. But, though in the 
flesh with them still, he now lived by a life utterly beyond 
the limitations he had shared with them before. He was 
now risen to a glorified life. He could disappear now at 
will, appear wherever he wished at will, and act with power 
at will. He was utterly beyond the reach of death and all 
that led to or was connected with death. All power in 
heaven and on earth had been given to him. In his flesh he 
now lived a life completely suffused by his divine life as 
the eternal Son of the Father. This same Jesus was with 
them now for good, and he would be with all his future 
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disciples. He was the Lord of lords and the King of kings. 
He was worth living for and dying for, and this is what the 
disciples and the infant Church did. Those who believed in 
him would be saved because they would be given a share 
in the life he now lived by. They would be freed of their 
sins, and if they lived and died with him they would rise 
with him. He is the One by whom all are to be saved. All 
that was needed now was to repent and truly to believe. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s Gospel 
(Luke 24:35-48) among the disciples as they look with joy 
and delight on the risen Person of Jesus, now with them in 
the flesh again. Let us contemplate him. This same Jesus 
is with us now in various ways in the life of the Church, 
but especially in his word and in the Sacraments, and most 
especially does he come to us in the holy Eucharist. Let us 
be filled with a realization of the resurrection: Jesus lives in 
his risen glorified body, and he is with us always to bring 
us redemption and sanctification. 
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Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church : no. 
645-646 (The Risen Humanity of Jesus) 
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Monday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who 
laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his 
flock, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, putting off 
our old self with all its ways, we may live as Christ did, for 
through the healing paschal remedies you have conformed 
us to his nature. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-15; Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29- 
30; John 6:22-29 

The next day the crowd that had stayed on the 
opposite shore of the lake realised that only one boat had 
been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his 
disciples, but that they had gone away alone. Then some 
boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the 
people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given 
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thanks. Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus nor his 
disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to 
Capernaum in search of Jesus. When they found him on 
the other side of the lake, they asked him, Rabbi, when did 
you get here? Jesus answered, I tell you the truth, you are 
looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but 
because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work 
for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the 
Father has placed his seal of approval. Then they asked 
him, What must we do to do the works God requires? 
Jesus answered, The work of God is this: to believe in the 
one he has sent. (John 6:22-29) 

Faith Broadly, the West has its roots in Athens and 
Jerusalem. These two great roots of the mighty tree of 
Western culture — now dominant in the world — 
gradually came together and interacted. A symbol of this 
meeting could be seen in Josephus’s description of the 
meeting of Alexander the Great with Jaddua, the high 
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priest of Jerusalem. According to Josephus in his 
Antiquities (xi. 8, §§ 4-6) Alexander went to Jerusalem 
after having taken Gaza. Jaddua, the high priest, had a 
warning from God in a dream, in which he saw himself 
vested in a purple robe, with his mitre — that had the 
golden plate on which the name of God was engraved — 
on his head. Accordingly he went to meet Alexander. 
Followed by the priests, all clothed in fine linen, and by a 
multitude of citizens, Jaddua awaited the coming of the 
Macedonian. When Alexander saw the high priest, he 
saluted Jaddua; while the Jews with one voice greeted 
Alexander. Alexander then gave the high priest his right 
hand, and went into the Temple and “offered sacrifice to 
God according to the high priest’s direction,” treating the 
whole priesthood magnificently. This is not the moment to 
assess the historical value of this account. Rather, I 
mention Josephus’ account here as at least symbolic of 
what would occur over the centuries. The Reason of the 
Greeks (observation and rational reflection) would meet 
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the Faith of the chosen people (accepting God’s word and 
obeying it), and the two would enter into mutual respect 
and alliance. The friendship would last long, but there 
would be falling-outs. We, in our day, are now in one such 
period of estrangement. The Greeks as represented by, say, 
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle (Alexander’s tutor), while 
being religious in their way, bequeathed to the world the 
ideal of working according to and serving Reason. This 
remains a high inspiration for Western thought and action: 
we must be as “rational” as possible. It is the work of life, 
it is the key to good work, and it is the path to a flourishing 
life. What Jerusalem held aloft was the paramount 
importance of the obedience of Faith. Abraham is our 
father in faith, and Moses and the prophets announced the 
word of God and insisted on the obedience of faith as the 
path to life and life eternal. Man does not live on bread 
alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God. The ideal of Greece was to work things out by 
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Reason. The ideal of Jerusalem was to live by God’s law 
in faith. 

The pre-eminence must be given to Faith because it is 
the obedience of faith which enables man to live in 
friendship with God. But Faith must be reasonable and it 
must employ man’s powers of reason to fully engage with 
God’s declared will. Christ was the pre-eminent teacher of 
the importance of faith, but in his case there was a most 
distinctive feature. It is that the faith which leads to life is 
faith in him and in his word, and it is this which is the 
special work which God gives to man. It is the supreme 
work of life, the supreme work which God gives to man. 
So it is that in our Gospel passage today, the people who 
benefited from our Lord’s miracle of the loaves and fishes, 
and who thereupon wished to make him king, were warned 
by our Lord not to make their work in life simply seeking 
after the food that perishes. It is the special danger 
awaiting that Reason which neglects Faith. It is the special 
danger of modern Western secular culture, enamoured of 
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rational achievements and with little regard for God and his 
word. Its goals and attainments are perishable, if divorced 
from Faith. Yes, faith - but the question is, faith in what 
and in whom? Our Lord gives the answer: it is to be faith 
in the One whom God has sent. Moses made a famous 
prediction which gradually became fundamental in the 
hope of Israel. He had said that “The Lord your God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
among your brethren — him you shall heed ” 
(Deuteronomy 18:15). Our Lord said that he was that 
prophet, one far greater than Moses. The work of God to 
which all were to dedicate themselves was to believe in 
him as the One whom God had sent, the new and definitive 
Moses. This is the work of life, the work to which all were 
to dedicate themselves. “Rabbi, when did you get here? 
Jesus answered, I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, 
not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate 
the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that 
spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the 
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Son of Man will give you” (John 6:22-29). So what is the 
work that brings food for eternal life? “What must we do 
to do the works God requires? Jesus answered. The work 
of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” This 
faith, faith in the One whom God has sent, is the work of 
life. 


Faith in “the One he has sent” is God’s special gift, 
but one must work at preparing for it, and one must work 
to live by it. If one fails to work at it, life will be tragic 
because it is by means of faith that we come to know, love 
and serve God in Christ. Faith is the foundation. It is not 
the product of man’s “work” — as are the achievements of 
Reason. It is the gift of God, but we must do our bit in co¬ 
operating totally with the gift. Let us resolve to work at 
becoming people of faith, not just any kind of religious 
faith, but faith with a very specific content: the Person and 
teaching of Jesus Christ. 
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Second reflection: (Acts 6:8-15) 

“They could not get the better of him because of his 
wisdom, and because it was the Spirit who prompted what 
he said” 

The Holy Spirit Many people find themselves in 
situations where they are called upon to give an account of 
themselves in the presence of people who are intimidating. 
Perhaps they find that their courage deserts them because 
of their inexperience and lack of personal resources. They 
make a bad job of the encounter and it turns out a debacle 
for them. Well now, what is to be said of our Lord’s 
express wish that we his disciples be prepared to bear 
witness to him before an unbelieving world? There are 
many situations in which we may find ourselves called 
upon to do this. For instance, years back there was a 
widespread reading of The Da Vinci Code novel, and it had 
an effect on many persons’ perception of Christ and the 
Church. Imagine the following situation. You are at work 
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and your boss or manager (perhaps trying to appear the 
macho man) refers jokingly to St Mary Magdalen and 
Christ and the Church, alluding in front of his companions 
to the fantasies spun out in The Da Vinci Code. What are 
you going to do about it? Many would do nothing out of 
fear and th t feeling that they are alone. 

But in the matter of bearing witness to Jesus, no 
baptized and confirmed disciple of Christ is alone. There 
is another Advocate apart from Jesus himself who has 
come to him to be with him in bearing witness to Jesus. 
Consider today’s first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles. It tells of Stephen who was “filled with grace 
and power”, which is to say, with the Holy Spirit. Now, 
you and I may not be filled with the Holy Spirit and his 
gifts to the extent that Stephen was, but the same Holy 
Spirit has come to us at our baptism and at our 
confirmation to help us live in Christ and to bear witness to 
him before others. Stephen was attacked by “some from 
Cyrene and Alexandria who were members of the 
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synagogue... and others from Cilicia and Asia.” Stephen 
bore successful witness before them too, for they “could 
not get the better of him because of his wisdom, and 
because it was the Spirit that prompted what he said” (Acts 
of the Apostles 6:8-15). So Stephen brought to the work of 
witness his wisdom and the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 
Our Lord had said to his disciples that they were not to 
worry what they were to say, for the Spirit of their Father 
would be speaking in them. 

The point to remember every day is that the Holy 
Spirit accompanies us to assist us in following the Lord 
closely. He also assists us in bearing witness to Jesus in 
the world where we work and live, among our friends, 
within our family, wherever. We are never alone in this 
work. Let us learn to be devoted to our great Friend and 
God, the Spirit of the Father and the Son, and ask his 
assistance in the grand and daily work of living our 
vocation. 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:5; 12:10 Sing praise to our 
God, all you who fear God, both small and great, for now 
salvation and strength have come, and the power of his 
Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who open wide the gates of the heavenly 
Kingdom to those reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, pour 
out on your servants an increase of the grace you have 
bestowed, that, having been purged of all sins, they may 
lack nothing that in your kindness you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 7:51- 8:1a; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 and 
7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab; John 6:30-35 

So they asked Jesus, What sign then will you give that 
we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our 
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forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat. ’ Jesus said to them, I 
tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. Sir, 
they said, from now on give us this bread. Then Jesus 
declared, I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will 
never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 
thirsty. (John 6:30-35) 

The True Bread One of the notable things about 
the presentation of Jesus in the Gospels is his love and 
veneration for the Holy Scriptures. The Christian knows 
Christ to be the definitive Word of God, containing every 
heavenly blessing, and the fulfilment of all that had been 
uttered before and about him. He holds the New 
Testament, and especially the Gospels, as dear to his heart 
because it contains the Word of Christ and the Word of 
God about Christ. The Christian also knows that Christ 
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himself loved, looked to and used the Law, the Prophets 
and the Writings — the inspired Scriptures before him — 
as most dear and most authoritative. Christ taught that the 
purpose for which he had come was to fulfil the Scriptures 
— and in no way to set them aside, as some of his enemies 
were claiming. He said that they will remain in force until 
the present order of heaven and earth passes away 
(Matthew 5:17-18). Anyone who breaks even the smallest 
commandment in God's law and teaches others to do the 
same will be counted as least in the Kingdom of Heaven 
(Matthew 5:19). From the beginning to the end of his 
public ministry, and afterwards, Jesus was conscious that 
he was fulfilling the Scriptures. The authors of the Gospels 
were at pains to show this. At his baptism, when John 
hesitated at conducting a baptism of repentance from sin 
over Jesus, Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for 
us to do this to fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:13-15). 
Quoting the Scriptures, he rejects the devil’s temptations 
(Matthew 4:1-11, and in Luke 4:1-13). He explains his 
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expulsion of the Temple traders (Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 
11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46, John 2:13-22), by reference to 
the Scriptures. At Nazareth, following his temptations and 
the start of his public ministry, Jesus announced his divine 
commission by reading from the prophet Isaiah (Luke 
4:16-21). In similar manner he explains his coming 
betrayal and death (Matthew 26:24 and 26:31, Mark 14:21 
and 14:27, and Luke 22:22 and 22:37). In his controversy 
with the religious leaders, Jesus appeals to the Scriptures. 
For example - to an expert in the law who asked him, 
What must I do to receive eternal life? Jesus replied with 
the counter-question, What does the law (of Moses) say? 
How do you read it? (Luke 10:26-27). 

To the Pharisees and teachers of the law, who 
challenged him about his disciples' failure to observe the 
traditions of their fathers, Jesus replied that they had put 
their own laws in the place of God's law (Mark 7:9). To 
the Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection 
(presumably because they could not find it in the Torah), 
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Jesus replied that their difficulty lay in their ignorance of 
the Scriptures and the power of God (Mark 12:18-27). He 
quoted the Torah (specifically the Book of Exodus) to 
prove to them from God’s words the doctrine of the 
resurrection. At the Last Supper, Jesus foretold that they 
would desert him — for so it was written (Mark 14:27). 
He said that “this Scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And 
he was reckoned with transgressors’; for what is written 
about me has its fulfilment” (Luke 22: 37). The hatred of 
his enemies fulfilled what was written in the law: “It is to 
fulfil the word that is written in their law, ‘They hated me 
without cause’” (John 15:25). On the evening of the day of 
his resurrection, Jesus taught his disciples directly from the 
Scriptures how he had fulfilled everything (Luke 24:25- 
27). On the road to Emmaus earlier that day, he showed 
the two disciples that he fulfilled what had been written. 
His hearers felt their hearts warmed as he explained the 
things written about him (Luke 24:32). We must not, then, 
underestimate the importance of what Christ called the 
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Scriptures, their divine authority and their usefulness. All 
of this may serve as an introduction to our Gospel passage 
today (John 6:30-35), for in it our Lord declares that the 
gift of himself, come down from heaven, is the fulfilment 
of what Moses had done and foretold. “So they asked 
Jesus, What sign then will you give that we may see it and 
believe you? What will you do? Our forefathers ate the 
manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.’ That was the challenge. The Torah, 
and in particular the Book of Exodus narrating all that 
Moses did for the people, was the benchmark. Christ’s 
response was that the bread which Moses had given was a 
type or pointer to its fulfilment, the true bread from 
heaven. “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given 
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives 
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he 
who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

The point to be appreciated is that what had gone 
before was a forerunner of something far greater to come. 
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It was a type of what would be its fulfilment. That 
fulfilment is Christ, the bread of God that has come down 
from heaven and gives life to the world. “Sir, they said, 
from now on give us this bread. Then Jesus declared, I am 
the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty” 
(John 6:30-35). Let us not slip into separating (in our 
religious imagination) the wondrous Person of Jesus Christ 
from the unfolding revelation before him as presented in 
the inspired Scriptures. The holy Scriptures find in him its 
climax, its meaning, its fulfilment and its surpassing 
achievement. 
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Second reflection: (Acts 7:51-8:1) 

“I can see heaven thrown open ” he said “and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God. ” 

Christ’s Divinity Our first reading today from the 
Acts of the Apostles is clear on what Stephen was put to 
death for. It was for bearing witness to the divinity of the 
man Jesus. By and large, in the sweep of the Church’s 
history there has not been a problem accepting that Jesus 
was truly man. That he was a man was obvious during his 
lifetime both to those who knew him well and to those who 
were his enemies. During the early Church there were 
heresies that denied that Jesus was truly man, but in 
general this has not been a point of controversy. The issue 
is whether he is a mere man. Islam, of course, insists that 
Jesus is no more than a man. One of the Church’s greatest 
bishops was St Athanasius. Athanasius lived out almost 
his entire career struggling against the denial of the divinity 
of Jesus Christ. Arius’s denial of it led to the formal 
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affirmation of it by the Council of Nicaea, and then Arius 
spent his life denying this doctrine of Nicea. That first 
Ecumenical Council of 325 affirmed that Jesus was of the 
same substance as the Father. It has always been a 
temptation to slip into one or other form of Arianism. 
Stephen testified to the divinity of Jesus. He was given a 
vision of heaven while in the presence of his accusers, and 
in the transport of that vision he saw Jesus, the Son of Man, 
at God’s right hand (Acts of the Apostles 7:51-8:1). He 
was given a sight of what the Church proclaimed, that 
Jesus was divine. We remember that St John tells us in his 
Gospel that “the Jews” took up stones to stone our Lord 
because, in speaking of God as his own Father, he made 
himself equal to God. 

That is to say, Jesus is Lord. We are called to make 
that fact the centre of our life and to live for Jesus as a 
result. Moreover, we are called to be part of the immense 
cloud of witnesses who have preceded us and who 
surround us. They, like Stephen and Athanasius, have 
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borne witness to the truth of Jesus to the point of 
martyrdom, whether by blood or sustained suffering. Our 
Lord himself gave up his life testifying to this truth. 
Before the leaders of the Jews he testified that he was the 
Son of the Living God, and that they would see him 
coming on the clouds of heaven seated at the right hand of 
the Power (Matthew 26). For this they accused him of 
blasphemy, and sentenced him to his death. We are talking 
here of the doctrine of the Incarnation, which is surely to 
be considered as the central doctrine of Christianity, and 
from which flows the Atonement and the Redemption of 
all mankind. So then, as we think of Stephen testifying to 
the exalted Person of the Son of Man and the fact that no 
name is higher than his, let us appreciate again the Person 
of Jesus. He is the centre of the life of each one of us, the 
centre of the life of the Church, and the centre of the life of 
the world. For this reason, such fantasies as appear from 
time to time — the novel, The Da Vinci Code, of years 
back was one such — naturally shock and appall. In the 
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face of all such vagaries, we ought testify calmly, 
resolutely and with effect to the divinity of Jesus when it is 
insulted by episodes in popular culture. 

Let us give ourselves over to Jesus and testify daily to 
the One who stands at the right hand of God. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70): 8, 23 Let my mouth be 
filled with your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall 
shout for joy, when I sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect Be present to your family, O Lord, we pray, and 
graciously ensure those you have endowed with the grace 
of faith an eternal share in the Resurrection of your Only 
Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 8:lb-8; Psalm 66:l-3a, 4-5, 6-7a; 
John 6:35-40 

And Jesus said to them: I am the bread of life: he who 
comes to me will not hunger, and he who believes in me 
will never thirst. But I told you, that though you have seen 
me you do not believe. All that the Father gives to me will 
come to me, and the one who comes to me I will not cast 
out because I came down from heaven not to do my own 
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will but the will of him that sent me. Now this is the will of 
the Father who sent me: that of all that he has given me I 
should lose nothing but should raise it up again on the last 
day. This is the will of my Father who sent me, that every 
one who sees the Son and believes in him may have life 
everlasting, and I will raise him up on the last day. (John 
6:35-40) 

The Meaning of Things It seems that the term 
“Monism” was introduced in the 18th century by Christian 
von Wolff in his work Logic (1728). “Monism” designated 
types of philosophical thought in which the attempt was 
made to explain all phenomena by one unifying principle, 
or as manifestations of a single substance. For instance, 
there is a philosophical view which holds that only mind or 
spirit is real — and another which holds that mind and 
spirit is to be reduced to the physical. Although the term 
"monism" originated in Western philosophy to typify 
positions on such matters as the mind-body problem, it has 
also been used to categorize religious traditions. In modern 
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Hinduism, the term “absolute monism” has been used for 
Advaita Vedanta. In one remark in his Philosophical 
Notebook, John Henry Newman (1901-1890) expressed 
dissatisfaction over the recurrent attempt (which he thought 
he saw in German philosophy) to explain the world and the 
universe by means of a single philosophical principle. He 
obviously thought it was grossly simplistic. However, by 
contrast there is the philosophical tendency (present also in 
popular thought) to think that there is no meaning in things 
— all is a jumble. William Graham Cole, in his book The 
Restless Quest of Modem Man (New York: Oxford 
University Press. 1966. P. 7), asks this: “What is this 
plague, this germ which, like the tubercle bacillus, lurks 
within?” Cole gives the answer: “The germ has a very 
simple name: meaninglessness. And the conditions under 
which is strikes are well known: when one raises or is 
confronted by the ultimate questions about life, about the 
purpose and meaning of existence, one discovers that there 
are no answers; no answers, that is, that can be believed. 
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Life seems pointless and empty, rather cruel and even a 
little mad.” John-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) has it that man 
“will be what he makes of himself. Thus, there is no 
human nature .... Man simply is” (1945 lecture, reproduced 
in Existentialism is a Humanism, French edition 1996, 
Yale University Press, 2007). Relying on his dictum that 
there is no Creator, Sartre decided that man freely invents 
his own meaning in what is a meaningless world. Man is 
sovereignly free, but the world is indifferent to man’s 
existence and resistant to whatever meaning man attributes 
to it. Ultimately, all is absurd. 

Any brief survey of philosophical thought, from its 
various monisms to its assertions of meaninglessness and 
absurdity, shows us the need of man for light from on high 
on the ultimate meaning of things. If there is one thing 
which thus appears as precious, it is right knowledge and 
perception. This knowledge has been granted us. As we 
think of this incalculably vast and ongoing sea of humanity 
with its surging waves of work and goals, its joys and 
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sadness, its heights and its depths, we ask — is there any 
great anchor to which the edifice can cling? Yes, and it is a 
single, historical Man. It is breathtaking, to think of this. 
There is a Man at the centre of it all, One to whom all 
mankind can look with absolute confidence as the Saviour 
of its ills and its threats. All things are held in him. That is 
not to say that the whole matter is simple — that is, to be 
regarded simplistically. As proof of this, this Man was 
crucified in a horrible death. There are still great 
sufferings and reversals, and any observer might think that 
this Man made no tangible difference to the world’s course. 
Indeed, I suspect that it is this which has kept Judaism from 
accepting that he is the predicted Messiah. But vast 
numbers have come to know him personally - not as an 
historical memory but as a living though unseen Person. 
He is known for who he is, the Incarnate Son of God and 
the Saviour of the world. He is the Messiah, fulfilling and 
far surpassing what was predicted. The world with all its 
peoples has been entrusted to this Man. The Father 
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almighty has given it all to his divine Son. This is the 
meaning of the things that we see and experience. It is all 
in the hands of this Man who is Lord, Jesus Christ. What 
we must do is entrust ourselves entirely to his keeping and 
his guidance. All things are contained in his embrace, even 
if they know it not. The ultimate tragedy, then, is for the 
Son of God to have become man, to have pitched his tent 
among us, to have come among his own, and for his own to 
have refused to recognize him as their saving Lord. It has 
happened before, and it can happen again. 

This is the drama of each person’s life, and that of all 
humanity as it lurches on its way to the end. The one thing 
necessary is to accept Christ, into whose keeping all our 
ultimate prospects have been placed. As we read in our 
Gospel today (John 6:35-40), “Now this is the will of the 
Father who sent me: that of all that he has given me I 
should lose nothing but should raise it up again on the last 
day. This is the will of my Father who sent me, that every 
one who sees the Son and believes in him may have life 
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everlasting, and I will raise him up on the last day”. This is 
the ultimate matter, the one thing necessary. We must 
believe in Jesus Christ, entrust ourselves to him, and follow 
him with generous love. 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15:1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, 
for he has gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength 
and my might; he has become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, let us feel your 
compassion more readily during these days when, by your 
gift, we have known it more fully, so that those you have 
freed from the darkness of error may cling more firmly to 
the teachings of your truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts of the Apostles 8:26-40; Psalm 65; 
John 6:44-51 

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 
draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. It is 
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 
God. ’ Every one who has heard and learned from the 
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Father comes to me. Not that any one has seen the Father 
except him who is from God; he has seen the Father. 
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. I 
am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. This is the bread which comes 
down from heaven, that a man may eat of it and not die. I 
am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any 
one eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread 
which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh. 
(John 6:44-51). 

The Preparation You can’t just pick up a paint 
brush, open up some water colours or some oils, start doing 
something on a canvass, and expect to come up with an 
acceptable painting. It requires, more than anything, 
preparation. It requires a prepared mind, the presence of 
practised skills, and a genuine readiness for the task. Even 
if you have the native ability - proven by certain 
achievements in painting at certain points in your life — 
you still have to have a preparation of mind, a honed and 
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fairly recent practice, and a true readiness for what you are 
about to do now. A person may have the natural capacity 
to be a runner or a tennis player, but may be quite out of 
condition and currently not particularly interested — well, 
in these circumstances he will not be very good at running 
or tennis. The whole purpose of the hard work of study 
during the school or university year is to be adequately 
prepared to sit for the tests, whatever be the form those 
tests take. You will not be successful if you are not 
properly prepared for the task. In practically everything 
that is done in human life, a preparation for the work is 
presumed, whether it be for driving a car, being married, 
performing a professional service such as that of a general 
practitioner, or being a plumber. All this is too obvious to 
be laboured in the stating of it. Even animals, with their 
inborn instincts on which they completely rely and which 
drive them in their round of tasks, also more often than not 
require a little preparation. A lion cub is initiated into its 
work of hunting by its parents and its pride. It undergoes a 
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certain preparation. A chick is nurtured into its tasks — 
even in its learning to fly it needs the protection of its 
parents to get the necessary preparation completed. Once I 
wondered why a couple of sparrows were attacking me. It 
was because one of their chicks was learning to fly, and the 
sparrows took my presence to be a threat to their chick. 
Our world is a changing one, and it is one in which one 
thing causes something else to change or occur — but this 
causation itself generally requires a preparation in that 
which is doing the causing. So it is that it is no surprise 
that in the very highest things of life a preparation is 
needed. To what do I refer? 

The highest of all things in life is to come to know 
God — and God is present in Jesus Christ. In him dwells 
the fullness of the godhead bodily, and in him are to be 
found all of heaven’s blessings. The aim of a human life, 
in the divine plan, is to come to know and love him, the 
Son of God made man. Now, notice what our Lord says 
about coming to him. “No one can come to me unless the 
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Father who sent me draws him”. So then, in order to come 
to Jesus Christ - meaning by this, obviously, coming to 
know him and accept him for who he is — there is a need 
for God the Father to be drawing him. This is the 
preparation which is necessary — a preparation provided 
by God himself in the soul of the one involved. Our Lord 
emphasises the point by quoting the prophet and stating 
explicitly that one must be truly religious and subject to 
God’s will. He says “It is written in the prophets, ‘And 
they shall all be taught by God. ’ Every one who has heard 
and learned from the Father comes to me.” So the one who 
has subjected himself to God, to his word, to his influence, 
his grace and his will — this person will come to Jesus. 
So then, it is not just a matter of looking at the evidence in 
Scripture for who Jesus is — his miracles, the loftiness of 
his teaching, the holiness of his person and so forth. Much 
more crucial is the spiritual preparation, the state of mind 
and heart, the action of grace, the existing religious 
dispositions and attitude to God in the one who is to 
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approach the person of Jesus Christ. He has to be properly 
prepared if he is to apprehend who Jesus is and come to 
him in a proper sense of the word. This was the principal 
reason for the lack of success, humanly speaking, of Jesus 
Christ among his own townspeople and among his own 
nation. They were not properly prepared, they did not 
have the right dispositions, they had not responded to 
grace. And so, despite all that our Lord showed in terms of 
his works, his words, and his person, they did not believe. 
Of course, a new beginning occurred with his death, 
resurrection and his sending of the Holy Spirit. Still, just 
as at the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry, 
repentance remained the first thing. Repent, and believe 
the Gospel — that is, they had to be prepared. 

Among the things that this means is that if we, who 
are Christians, wish to come to Jesus the more, if we wish 
to grow in the knowledge and love of him, then we must be 
ever preparing ourselves for this gift of grace. We must be 
doing our bit by striving to live up to our sense of duty, to 
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the requirements of our conscience, to the constant 
demands of a moral life. We must strive to obey God in 
the daily duties of life, as well as keeping to a spiritual plan 
of life that keeps us positioned and disposed for the grace 
of the Father that leads us to Jesus. This grace is, of 
course, the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us resolve ever to 
be in a state of being properly disposed and prepared, so as 
to be able to come to Jesus Christ. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and 
strength and honor, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have 
come to know the grace of the Lord's Resurrection, may, 
through the love of the Spirit, ourselves rise to newness of 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 117:lbc, 2; 
John 6:52-59 

Then the Jews began to argue sharply among 
themselves, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 
Jesus said to them, I tell you the truth, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 
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eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my 
flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 
Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the 
Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 
This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your 
forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this 
bread will live for ever. He said this while teaching in the 
synagogue in Capernaum. (John 6:52-59) 

Eucharist Martin Luther began the conflagration 
— taking up where Wycliffe and Hus left off a century or 
more before him. Following his break with Rome, many of 
the Protestant statements of creed fell gradually into 
oblivion. But the Institutes of Religion of John Calvin 
were recognized more and more as the sum of Reformed 
Theology. After 1560 the Jesuit St. Peter Canisius 
observed that Calvin appeared to be taking Luther's place 
even among Germans. Three currents have ever since held 
their course in the development of Protestantism: the 
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mystic, derived from Wittenberg; the logical-orthodox, 
from Geneva; and the heterodox-rationalist, from Zurich 
(Zwingli), this last being greatly increased, thanks to the 
Unitarians of Italy, Ochino, Fausto, and Lelio Socino. To 
the modem world, however, Calvin stands peculiarly for 
the Reformation, and his doctrine is popularly assumed by 
Protestantism to represent and explain the Gospel. One of 
the curious things about all this was that a highly refined 
individual system (in Calvin’s Institutes), not traceable as a 
whole to any previous age, supplanted the public and 
Catholic consent of both East and West of numerous 
centuries since Apostolic times. Take the Holy Eucharist. 
The Catholic consent on the Eucharist since the days of the 
Apostles and present in the Catholic Church, Eastern 
Orthodoxy, Oriental Orthodoxy and the Church of the East, 
taught that the reality (or “substance”) of the bread and 
wine is wholly changed into the body and blood of Christ, 
the appearances (“species”) remaining. The Catholic 
Church used the term “transubstantiation” to express what 
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is changed. It does not denote how this change occurs, 
which is the acknowledged mystery - which reminds us of 
the question asked in the Gospel: how can this man give us 
his flesh to eat? Luther decided that the body and blood of 
Jesus are present "in, with and under" the forms of bread 
and wine, leaving the reality of the bread unchanged. 
There does not appear to be any real mystery in this theory. 
Calvin believed in an immaterial, spiritual (or 
“pneumatic”) presence of Christ by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and received by faith. So there was even less of a 
mystery in his notion. Anglicans adhere to a range of 
views, although the teaching on this matter in the Articles 
of Religion holds that the presence is real only in a 
heavenly and spiritual sense. Some Christians reject any 
Real Presence, believing the bread and wine to become but 
a memorial of Christ. 

Nowhere in the sixth chapter of St John’s Gospel, 
which is given over to the doctrine of the Eucharist, does 
Christ tell his audience not to take him literally. The 
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context of John 6:52-59 shows that not only the people, but 
the disciples took him literally. They left because of this 
understanding. Jesus knew how they understood his 
declaration. JJe did not correct their understanding, and let 
them leave him. The question that rumbled among his 
disciples was, how could this be done? Jesus made no 
attempt to show how his body could and would be eaten 
and his flesh could and would be drunk. He simply and 
unambiguously taught that this is what would happen, and 
that they had to accept it on his word. “How can this man 
give us his flesh to eat? In response, Jesus simply said to 
them, I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is 
real food and my blood is real drink.” Christ’s almighty 
power as God was the foundation of the doctrine, and his 
word the motive for accepting it. Would not it have been 
easier on everyone if Christ had launched into an 
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explanation of how he could do it? After all, he as God 
knew how it could and would be done. He as God would 
have known the best way of explaining the mystery — but 
he did not. He did not even explain to the crowds what we 
all now know, that Christ would give his body and blood to 
us sacramentally. He did not explain to the crowds that he 
would change the bread and wine into his body and blood 
while retaining the appearances and qualities of bread and 
wine. All this would be shown to the Apostles the night 
before he died, at the Last Supper. During the occasion in 
the Synagogue of Capernaum when he publicly announced 
the doctrine of the Eucharist and when he lost very many 
of his disciples, Christ simply announced the fact together 
with its wondrous benefits, not how it could be so. It is 
indeed the mystery of our faith. But how powerful a reality 
it is! “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” And 
again, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me 
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and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on 
me will live because of me.” 

The true doctrine is the Catholic doctrine. But it is the 
mystery of our faith, and it is pointless endeavouring to 
show how it can be done. Christ did not choose to explain 
how it would be done — because it is beyond human 
understanding. Our source for knowing that it is so is 
simply the word of Christ, to which the Church has borne 
witness ever since the beginnings. The holy Eucharist is 
the summit and the source of our Christian life and it is the 
summit and the source of the life of the entire Church. Our 
life ought find its focus in the holy Eucharist, which is to 
say, in the Eucharistic Jesus present and acting in the Mass, 
and present in the Tabernacle of each Catholic Church, by 
day and by night awaiting our acknowledgment and our 
devotion. Let us never neglect the Eucharist, then! 
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Second reflection: (Acts 9:1-20) 

‘“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ ‘Who are 
you, Lord? ’ he asked, 7 am Jesus ” 

Christ and the Church For quite some time in our 
modern period there has been a slogan which goes, “Jesus 
yes, the Church no.” That is to say, Jesus is declared to be 
accepted and acceptable in our conversation about religion 
and about Christianity in particular, but the Church is 
rejected as obscuring the face of Jesus and as an 
encumbrance on Christianity. When Jesus is referred to in 
the media there is a due respect accorded his name, but not 
so with the Church. The Church contains all that is wrong 
with Christianity and it is always an open season against 
the Church especially if those conducting the discussion 
wish to appear intelligent and forward-looking. The 
exception to this is when the Church’s agenda is perceived 
to accord with that of the world - it is then that the Church 
is said to be up-to-date, sensible, rational and acceptable. 



1173 


Now, as is the case with issues involving Christian belief, 
if we want to recognize how things are in the sight of God, 
we must view things in the light of faith and not just by 
sight. That is to say, in order to understand the Church and 
the Church’s relationship with Christ we must look at the 
Church in the way our Lord does. Our first reading from 
the Acts of the Apostles shows us how our Lord views the 
Church. The reading narrates Paul’s encounter with the 
risen Jesus on the way to Damascus, and his consequent 
conversion (Acts of the Apostles 9:1-20). His meeting 
with Jesus changed his life. But let us notice how our Lord 
introduced himself when asked by Paul who he was: “I am 
Jesus, and you are persecuting me.” Paul had been 
“breathing threats to slaughter the Lord’s disciples” and 
had gone to obtain authorisation “to arrest and take to 
Jerusalem any followers of the Way, men or women, that 
he could find.” He had given himself over to persecuting 
and eliminating the Church. Yet Christ told him that he 
had been persecuting him. Christ identified himself with 
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the Church. The two cannot be separated, for where the 
Church is, there is Christ. If one wishes to access the 
Person of Christ one must go to the Church, the community 
of Christ’s disciples. This was a lesson that clearly entered 
profoundly into Paul’s understanding of the Christian 
religion, for he describes the Church as Christ’s body, and 
Christ's faithful as being his members. 

This close identification of Christ and the Church was 
contested and rejected by the Protestant Reformers. The 
result was that for great numbers the Christian religion 
became a matter between Christ and me, somewhat without 
the Church. In this perspective I work out for myself the 
teaching of Christ using my private judgment. This is not 
Catholic truth. The Catholic looks to the Church to learn 
what Christ has revealed, and the Catholic looks to the 
Church as the locale for meeting and living in union with 
the Person of Jesus, for the Church is Christ's body. This 
wondrous union between Christ and his Church is brought 
about by baptism, the sacraments and especially the 
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Eucharist (John 6:52-59), and hearing from the Church his 
word. Let us resolve with St Paul in our first reading to 
serve and love Christ as he comes to us in his body the 
Church, and to serve the world every day precisely as 
members of the Church. Let us love the Church in the way 
Christ did, describing himself as the Head and Bridegroom 
and we, the Church, as his body and his bride. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Col 2:12 You have been buried with 
Christ in Baptism, through which you also rose again by 
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the font of Baptism have made 
new those who believe in you, keep safe those reborn in 
Christ, that, defeating every onslaught of error, they may 
faithfully preserve the grace of your blessing. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:31-42; Psalm 116:12-17; 
John 6:60-69 

On hearing Jesus’ teaching, many of his disciples 
said, This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it? Aware 
that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to 
them, Does this offend you? What if you see the Son of 
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Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; 
the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to 
you are spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you 
who do not believe. For Jesus had known from the 
beginning which of them did not believe and who would 
betray him. He went on to say, This is why I told you that 
no-one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him. 
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no 
longer followed him. You do not want to leave too, do 
you ? Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, 
Lord, to whom shall we go ? You have the words of eternal 
life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God. (John 6:60-69) 

Faith It is plain that the principal theme of chapter 
6 in the Gospel of St John is the doctrine of the holy 
Eucharist. This section of the Gospel (from “After these 
things'” of 6:1 to “after these things'” of 7:1) reaches a 
certain climax at 6:51, when our Lord declares that “the 
bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my 
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flesh.” From 6:52 to 6:58 Christ reiterates his doctrine, 
which, John tells us, was announced “in the synagogue, as 
he taught at Capernaum” (6:59). Our Lord was emphatic: 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 

Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 

my flesh is real food, and my blood is real drink. He who 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in 
him” (6:53-57). But how was this to happen? Over the 
many centuries of theological reflection by the Church’s 
greatest and holiest minds under the guidance of the 
Church’s faith, a doctrinal and theological account would 
be given. It would not take away the mystery of it, but it 
would attempt to answer misunderstandings. It would also 
correct the religious imagination. Our Lord did not mean a 
physical eating of human flesh with all the physical 
qualities of flesh, nor a drinking of human blood with all 
the physical qualities of blood. The reality of Christ’s 
entire Person, human and divine — his body, blood, soul 
and divinity — was indeed to be eaten and drunk. But the 
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qualities, properties and appearances, under which and in 
which Christ’s Person would be given to us for our 
consumption, would be those of bread and wine. “My 
flesh is real food, and my blood is real drink,” given to us 
under the form or appearances of bread and wine — not 
the substance of bread and wine. The substance of what is 
given and consumed would be the living risen Jesus in the 
entirety of his Person. This would be the principal means 
of living by the life of God, of abiding in Jesus Christ, of 
having eternal life, of living forever and of being raised on 
the last day (6:53-57). But a point to be noticed in our 
Lord’s discourse, as given to us by St John, is that there is 
no explanation of the sacramental form under which Christ 
would give himself as our food of life. Our Lord seems to 
be making this occasion and this doctrine a stark test of 
faith in him and in his word. Perhaps he thought that the 
moment had come when all those who knew him and had 
seen his Person and works close-up, had to make a real 
decision. 



1180 


Many in the crowds that followed him were after 
material goodies. Earlier in the chapter, our Lord told the 
people who found him the day after the miracle of the 
loaves and fishes that “you seek me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not 
labour for the food which perishes, but for the food which 
endures to eternal life” (John 6: 26-27). What was it to 
“labour” for this? What was the work that had to be done to 
attain this special life-giving food? Clearly, the answer to 
this is also, apart from but connected with the doctrine of 
the Eucharist, one principal theme of this section of the 
Gospel. “This is the work of God,” the work that you must 
do, “that you believe in him whom he has sent” (John 6: 
28-29). As well as the pre-eminent doctrine of the 
Eucharist, our Lord is speaking here of the fundamental 
importance of faith. All of this brings us to our Gospel 
today (John 6: 60-69). Christ had given numerous signs of 
his glory, the latest one indicating that he was the new 
Moses. He had fed the people with food that was parallel 
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to the manna with which Moses, appealing to God, had fed 
the children of Israel in the wilderness. To his own 
disciples he had demonstrated his glory by walking on the 
water and causing the party quickly to land. There had 
been plenty of indications of his heavenly glory, his divine 
authority, and his holy veracity. So the moment had come, 
and he declared the august Eucharistic doctrine in the 
synagogue. The “Jews” murmured among themselves, 
saying “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” (6:52), 
while “many of his disciples, when they heard it, said, 
‘This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?’” (6:60). Many 
of his own disciples left him as a result of his teaching - 
which is not to say that all of his disciples left him. For 
instance, one of them, Matthias, would replace the Apostle 
Judas after Christ’s Ascension. But especially impressive 
is Simon Peter’s profession of faith, speaking for the 
Apostles, apart from Judas. Christ would not withdraw 
from what he had said — he was not even about to give a 
more ample explanation of how he would do it. It was a 
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test of faith, and Simon Peter rose to the occasion with 
magnificence. Because our Lord had said this, it had to be 
the path to life. “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 

Judas, too, had seen the signs. He had participated in 
the miraculous distribution of the loaves and fishes. He 
had been in the boat as Christ approached on the waters, 
and had seen how quickly it reached land after Christ’s 
arrival. He had seen so many other signs of Christ’s glory. 
He heard the doctrine of the Eucharist, but he refused to 
believe — and his was an immensely serious refusal. Our 
Lord referred to him as “a devil.” “Did I not choose you, 
the twelve, and one of you is a devil?” (John 6:70). John 
has not only been recording for us Christ’s teaching on the 
Eucharist. He has also told us Christ’s teaching on faith. 
Indeed, this is the fundamental issue. We must believe in 
Jesus. 
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Second reflection: (John 6:60-69) 

“Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of 
eternal life, and we believe ” 

Divine Faith One of the notable things about the 
revelation that God gave of himself was that with it has 
come the requirement to believe certain things that are 
beyond the mind of man to understand. Many of its 
dogmas and doctrines involve mysteries. Cardinal 
Newman pointed out in his writings that many religions 
have claimed a revelation and that this is not distinctive to 
Christianity. One surprising and very fundamental truth 
revealed by God to his chosen people of the Old Testament 
was that he is one and that there is no other: there is no god 
but the Lord. Another surprise was that the one God is 
holy and requires holiness: “Be holy, for I am holy.” 
Furthermore, he saves: he is a God rich in mercy and 
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compassion. Whether these surprising revelations are 
beyond the mind of man is another matter because 
elements of them can be found in the various religions and 
philosophies of man. But it ought be obvious that the 
revelation coming from Christ does entail mysteries 
beyond the mind of man and which constitute a 
requirement of faith. The doctrines of Christ’s revelation 
may seem to some to be too much for man to accept, 
nevertheless acceptance of them is required of the one who 
wishes to count himself a disciple. 

Our Gospel passage today illustrates this point quite 
graphically (John 6:60-69). Our Lord had just revealed 
that unless a person eat his flesh and drinks his blood he 
would have no life in him. What could be more critical a 
revelation than this, and on what could the balance of our 
prospects hang more? According to our Lord, when it 
comes to the Eucharist, we are speaking of life and death. 
So it is a central element in his revelation. Yet it is clearly 
beyond the understanding of man, and the reaction of very 
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many of his disciples shows this, for their response was, 
“This is intolerable language. How could anyone accept 
it?” Our Lord did not hasten to modify the starkness of 
what he had just announced, nor did he even explain how 
he was going to do it — by changing the bread and the 
wine into his body and blood. Perhaps he did not explain 
the sacramental nature of the Eucharist because he wanted 
his doctrine to be stated in all its sheer and unambiguous 
clarity. Christian discipleship involves acceptance of many 
things beyond the mind of man. And so, as we read, “After 
this, many of his disciples left him and stopped going with 
him.” Time and again in the history of the Church, the 
Church will teach in the name of Christ doctrines that do 
not suit ordinary human reason and judgment. This is part 
of a divine pattern in God’s revelation to man. 

Let us take to heart the grand reply of Simon Peter 
when asked by our Lord if he and the rest of the Twelve 
would also be going away. No, Simon said, for “who shall 
we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and we 
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believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.” This 
is always the response of Christ’s disciple to the Church’s 
teaching, for the Church teaches in Christ’s name. Let us 
stand always with Peter and his successors in response to 
whatever God has revealed. 

-- 
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Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Fourth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32):5-6 The merciful love 
of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in 
the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may reach 
where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:8-12; Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 
28,29; 1 John 3:1-2; John 10:11-18 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the 
shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the 
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wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me — just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father — and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have 
other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring 
them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall 
be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father 
loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up 
again. No-one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority 
to take it up again. This command I received from my 
Father. (John 10:11-18) 

Vocation When I was a youth I mentioned to an 
adult friend of mine that my hope was that I would 
eventually be a priest. He tried hard to dissuade me from 
this, as he thought it was a waste of a life. I was quite 
committed to my hopes and there was really no chance of 
his convincing me otherwise. He ended the conversation 
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by saying that he could not help me. That was many 
decades ago, but there would be many good practising 
Catholics who think the same thing now. Without saying 
as much or even being aware that they think in this way, 
there are those who would regard it as a waste for one of 
their children to be a priest or a consecrated religious. 
They would think it a waste of life’s opportunities to 
embrace one of the many vocations in the Church that are 
given over to the Person and work of Christ, foregoing 
marriage and career and various other temporal prospects 
for that spiritual purpose. When this is combined with the 
effect on young minds of the prevailing secular and 
materialistic values of our culture, it is not surprising that 
in the Church's recent history there have been fewer young 
people seriously aspiring to give their lives exclusively to 
our Lord and his mission in this way. This is changing, 
though. Due to the grace of God there is a surprising rise 
in the number of people embracing the priesthood and the 
different forms of life dedicated exclusively to Christ. It 
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does raise the question, however, of the reasons for the 
high nobility of the calling to the priesthood and 
consecrated life. God so loved the world that he sent his 
Son to save the world. In becoming man Jesus trod our 
path, was raised in a family, presumably went to the village 
or synagogue school, and for most of his life he practised a 
trade. Then he embarked on his public ministry of 
revealing himself and God’s plan, and making disciples. 
His special work was to reveal and effect the plan of God 
and himself as the one and only Saviour who takes away 
the sin of the world. He was the high priest of mankind 
who offered himself as the victim expiating for the sin of 
the world. Then just before he ascended into heaven he 
commanded his disciples to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations. He would be with them. 
They, the members of his Church, would make him present 
to every nation. All who by faith entered into union with 
him in the fellowship of the Church and lived accordingly 
would be saved. 
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The message of the infant Church was that of our first 
reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4:8-12), uttered by 
Peter when he said that “for all the names in the world 
given to men, this is the only one by which we can be 
saved.” Christ is the only Saviour, and the saving call was 
that all be his disciples. What could be more beautiful than 
a life given over to belonging to Christ and bringing him to 
others? On what more than this does the world ultimately 
depend? Only by means of Jesus Christ are we saved. All 
mankind depends on Christ and on knowing and loving 
him. What then could be of greater value than a life given 
over to making him known and loved? This is the vocation 
of the ordained priest. By his ordination the priest makes 
Christ present as Shepherd of the flock. The authentic 
sense of the faithful instinctively respects this, and if any 
one of the faithful does not, something is awry in that 
person’s attitude and life of faith. By his ordination, the 
priest acts in the Person of Christ in a very special way, a 
way different from that of the lay faithful who live in 
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Christ and who share in his priesthood by baptism and 
confirmation. The priest is in Christ such that Christ as the 
Head of the Church, as the High Priest of mankind, as the 
Pastor and Bridegroom of God’s people, makes himself 
present and active in the priest wherever he is. The priest 
in celebrating Mass makes Christ and his redeeming 
sacrifice of Calvary present. The priest in the Sacrament of 
Penance makes Christ present in the act of forgiving sins. 
Christ is present and acting in him. The priest in the 
Anointing of the Sick makes Christ present to the sick and 
the dying. The priest in his preaching makes present Christ 
preaching his word to the faithful. The priest in his very 
own person, by virtue of ordination, makes Christ present 
to others. In making Christ present, he makes present the 
only One by whom the world can be saved. The priest, the 
Church teaches us, is another Christ in these ways, so great 
is the identification wrought by priestly ordination. So 
where he goes, Christ goes. By ordination, the priest is 
Christ’s special envoy. As Christ is the Head, the 
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Shepherd and the Bridegroom of the Church, so the 
ordained priest shares with Christ in that same relationship 
with the Church. The ministerial priesthood is a great and 
beautiful calling to be aspired to. A young family may 
aspire, through prayer and giving good example, to have a 
son a priest of Jesus Christ. 

There are other vocations too in the Church that also 
involve an intimate and exclusive bond with the Person of 
Christ, but of course in ways different from that of the 
ordained priest. The consecrated religious gives her life 
exclusively to Jesus as her Spouse. There are many other 
forms of living totally for Christ and his mission that the 
Church presents as beautiful and valued vocations. In our 
Gospel passage today (John 10:11-18), Christ speaks of 
himself as the Good Shepherd. This is what the ordained 
priest embodies and makes present in his person and 
ministry. Let every family pray that vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life will abound in the Church. 
Let each of us pray that the gift of vocations will be 
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granted to many families and that they flourish for what St 
John Paul II called the coming springtime of the Church. 
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Monday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the 
dead, dies now no more; death will no longer have 
dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect O God, perfect light of the blessed, by whose gift 
we celebrate the paschal mysteries on earth, bring us, we 
pray, to rejoice in the full measure of your grace for ages 
unending. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; 
John 10:1-10 

I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is 
a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
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sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. But they will 
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from 
him because they do not recognise a stranger's voice. 
Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not 
understand what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said 
again, I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All 
who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full. (John 10:1-10) 

The Gate Our Gospel today is from St John. Let us 
notice the context. At the end of chapter 8, the scene 
changes: we read that “the Jews” took up “stones to throw 
at him, but he hid himself and went out of the temple” 
(8:59). Then there follows another episode, not connected 
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with what has just occurred. The new event is introduced 
by the words “as he passed by, he saw a blind man from his 
birth” (9:1). It is a natural beginning for another chapter, 
and this new chapter (ch.9) is taken up with our Lord’s 
healing of the man born blind and its results. It led to 
conflict with the Pharisees, “the Jews.” They professed to 
be disciples of Moses (9:28), and they revile the man cured 
of his blindness as being a disciple of Jesus. They separate 
Jesus from Moses, asserting that they do not know where 
he comes from (9:29). The man born blind stoutly defends 
the holiness of Jesus and his having come from God. His 
works prove it. The cured man is thereupon cast out, and 
Jesus tells him that he, Jesus, is “the Son of Man” — the 
Messiah. The man born blind believes, and worships him. 
One of the obvious issues (though not the only one) of this 
chapter 9 which precedes our Gospel passage today, is the 
question of who of the shepherds of the people is of God. 
The Pharisees claim to be disciples of Moses, and therefore 
of God. But Jesus is an unknown, and he is leading the 
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people astray. Christ’s response is that the Pharisees are 
blind, and culpably so (9:41). Now, what I am saying is 
that the action and the discourse of chapter 9 is intimately 
connected with that of chapter 10, which includes our 
Gospel today. The scene of both chapters 9 and 10 may 
indeed be the same. Perhaps, even probably, there is a 
change of scene at 10:22, when “it was the feast of the 
Dedication at Jerusalem; it was winter.” Still, the theme 
continues. Certainly, the discourse about Christ and his 
sheep, begun in 10:1, continues in 10:26-29 under a 
different aspect and develops into higher claims by our 
Lord as to his Person. The entire episode, embracing 
chapters 9 and 10, appears to end only at the finish of 
chapter 10, when, like the conclusion of chapter 8, our 
Lord is threatened and he escapes “from their hands” 
(10:39). That is to say, chapters 9 and 10 are of a piece, 
and our Gospel today follows on from the events and 
discourse of chapter 9, indeed from his words to the 
Pharisees at the end of that chapter (9:40-41). It involved a 
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choice between Jesus and the Pharisees: who is to be 
followed? 

Our Lord’s parable, drawn from a pastoral setting, 
answers this. There is the walled or palisaded enclosure 
protecting the sheep brought back from the pastures for the 
night. The door is open to both the sheep and their 
shepherds. We remember how, in the Gospel of St 
Matthew, the shepherds were out watching their sheep 
when the Angel of the Lord appeared to announce the birth 
of the Messiah at Bethlehem. On that occasion, the sheep 
were being guarded by the shepherds at night. The 
sheepfold protected the sheep when they were not on 
pasture. We can imagine the shepherd coming from his 
home or his camp to lead the sheep out to pasture, calling 
the sheep and being recognized by those sheep. The 
gatekeeper would let the authorized shepherds inside. 
Thieves would get in by some other way. “I tell you the 
truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the 
gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a 



1200 


robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they 
do not recognise a stranger's voice.” Our Lord is speaking 
of true and false shepherds — only those who enter by the 
gate are the true shepherds of the people. St John tells us 
that “they did not understand what he was telling them.” 
So Jesus explained his parable. “I tell you the truth, I am 
the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I 
am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He 
will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:1-10). The 
Pharisees were refusing to recognize the authority of Jesus 
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Christ to lead the people to God. He was leading them 
astray. They considered that they were the true gate for all 
reputed shepherds to have access to the sheep and to lead 
them out to pasture. But Christ told them they were 
thieves, and culpably blind. 

Jesus Christ is the Gate into and out of the fold, and 
that fold is, of course, his Church. All shepherds of the 
people who lead the people to God must pass through him. 
He is the Gate. As our Lord said to his Apostles, No-one 
comes to the Father but through me. As Peter would 
declare to the Sanhedrin following Pentecost, there is no 
other name by which men may be saved. This is a 
particularly important doctrine in the modern age when 
absolute values and absolute doctrines are presumed to be 
impossible. There cannot be but one way to the Father, it 
is assumed. But Christ has declared otherwise. What this 
means is a further matter for clarification, but it is a central 
teaching of the Christian religion that Christ Jesus is the 
one Gate into God’s fold. All must pass through him. 



1202 


Second reflection : (John 10:1-10) 

“He goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
because they know his voice. ” 

Divine Faith One of the fascinating elements of life 
is the presence in a person of faith, or alternatively, of the 
lack of faith. There are many ways of understanding man, 
and one of them is to understand him by reference to 
religion. Various authors have preferred to define man not 
so much as a rational animal — the classic definition — 
but rather as a religious one. That is to say, such authors 
regard religion rather than mere rationality as the most 
distinguishing element in the life of individuals, cultures 
and societies. Of course, just because a person (or society) 
practises religious observances does not mean that he has 
religious faith. So perhaps a more basic distinction at least 
between man and man could be drawn in terms of faith. 
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Some people have religious faith and others do not. Some 
place their trust in God and follow him to a greater or 
lesser extent, and others do not. Our Lord speaks in 
today’s Gospel of the sheep following the shepherd 
because they know his voice (John 10:1-10). They have 
faith in him and know his voice, and that voice they follow. 
Others do not have faith in him and neither know nor 
follow his voice. 

This is not the place to investigate the origins of faith, 
and in any case we know that the divine faith that enables a 
person to entrust himself to the God of Revelation and to 
accept what he has revealed is a gift of God. It comes 
without fail in the Sacrament of Baptism. But let us notice 
what happened in the experience of Peter and the infant 
Church as narrated in the first reading today (Acts of the 
Apostles 11:1-18). “The apostles and the brothers in 
Judaea heard that the pagans too had accepted the word of 
God”. Peter was criticised by the Jewish members of the 
Christian community for having visited the pagans and 
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associated with them. And so he explained what had 
happened and how pagans at Jaffa had sent for him to hear 
the message of salvation. When Peter arrived at their 
dwelling and began to proclaim the word to them the Holy 
Spirit came upon those pagans. Their repentance and their 
readiness to believe the message of Peter was so ripe and 
abundant that there and then in the presence of Peter they 
were granted the gift of God, the Holy Spirit. So Peter had 
them baptised (Acts 10:48). This passage lets us know that 
God works powerfully outside the Church, but with a view 
to the recipients of his saving action embracing 
membership in the Church. It is this faith that leads the 
future convert to Christ and his Church. 

This ought give us optimism and courage in our daily 
work of bearing witness to Jesus in the world day by day, 
especially to those not of the faith. There may be in those 
around us the secret beginnings of religious faith which, 
such as it is, could be God’s work in their hearts and the 
vehicle of his plans. This faith, like that of the pagans of 
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Jaffa who sent for Peter, could be leading them to 
repentance and to membership in the communion of 
Christ’s faithful. The infant Church was surprised at what 
God was doing among the pagans. Our daily witness could 
be the catalyst for the leap of saving faith in those around 
us. God is a God of surprises. 

-- 





1206 


Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, celebrating 
the mysteries of the Lord's Resurrection, we may merit to 
receive the joy of our redemption. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 87: lb-7; 

John 10:22-30 

Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It 
was winter, and Jesus was in the temple area walking in 
Solomon's Colonnade. The Jews gathered round him, 
saying, How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are 
the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered, I did tell you, 
but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's 
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name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are 
not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; no-one can snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; 
no-one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the 
Father are one. (John 10:22-30) 

Faith She was one of three, the youngest. Her 
family was but moderately educated. She reached junior 
secondary level in her formal education. She was 
intelligent, though, and manifested this good intelligence in 
her everyday life, and in the sense of responsibility she 
brought to the fulfilment of her duties. She was a good 
horse rider, with a very good sense of humour, a toughness 
which could become stubbornness and a plain, prosaic 
approach to things. The notable thing about her, and in 
which she quietly surpassed her older brother and sister 
and probably her parents too, was the religious faith of 
which she seemed possessed since her earliest years. She 
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always believed her Catholic faith, accepting it with ease 
and embracing its highest mysteries with a simple 
genuineness — such as the Incarnation, the Blessed 
Trinity, the Redemption, the holy Eucharist, the divine 
foundation of the Church, the call to union with Jesus 
Christ. The Catechism shaped and reflected her faith. She 
naturally prayed. She took steps that involved difficulty to 
get to regular Mass because she loved the Mass. She knew 
that the Catholic Faith contained the Revelation of God. 
Further, for ah of her long life she never faltered in her 
faith and in its practice. She died at an advanced age, in 
the love of Jesus Christ. The point about her case is that 
she did not reason to belief from a state without it — she 
always seemed to have it. It was there, and it ever grew. 
In a word, she was one of Christ’s sheep and recognized 
his voice, following wherever he called and led. It seemed 
that it was precisely because she belonged to him that she 
recognized his voice and his teaching as being true. Her 
faith was not precisely a conclusion of her intellect. It was 
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a given. This given disposition was of one who belonged 
to him who is the Good Shepherd — it was a gift which 
she was found to possess (because of her baptism) and by 
which she lived faithfully. She lived her faith, but her faith 
was not precisely the product of her own clear thinking — 
even though she did think clearly about it. Light seemed to 
have been granted her, and she was faithful to that light, 
not neglecting nor squandering it, let alone allowing it to 
die within her. In this she was blessed by God, but at the 
same time she was judged meritorious by many for her 
exceptional life of faith. “My sheep listen to my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me.” 

There was a slightly younger contemporary of hers 
who lived in a different country, and who had an entirely 
different educational upbringing. In fact, he had 
outstanding educational opportunities due to which he 
excelled academically. I refer to Antony Garrard Newton 
Flew (1923-2010). Flew became an eminent British 
philosopher, belonging to the analytic and evidentialist 
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schools of thought. Though the son of a Methodist 
minister, he embraced atheism as a teenager. As a matter 
of fact, he was well known for his works on the philosophy 
of religion. As opposed to the but moderately educated 
lady I have described, Flew began with the assumption that 
one should presuppose atheism until empirical evidence of 
a God comes to light. In his various publications he 
criticised the idea of life after death, a free-will defense in 
dealing with the problem of evil, and the very 
meaningfulness of the concept of God. It was manifest that 
he began with suspicion in relation to the being of a God, 
let alone in respect to the possibility and fact of divine 
revelation. He was an atheist, and spent his impressive 
intellectual career defending that forlorn position. 
However, at the age of eighty-one he declared himself to 
be a deist, accepting the god of Aristotle’s works — in 
keeping with his lifelong commitment to go wherever the 
evidence leads. To the follower of Jesus Christ including 
the aforementioned lady (if she had ever heard of Flew and 
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his newly-acquired theism), his religious position would 
have seemed a disappointment. He later stated that he was 
quite happy to believe in an inoffensive inactive god, and 
he denied that there was any truth to the rumours of 2001 
and 2003 that he had converted to Christianity. “I want to 
be dead when I’m dead and that’s an end to it,” he 
apparently told The Sunday Times of London. “I don’t 
want an unending life. I don’t want anything without end.” 
Such was the crowning finale of Antony Flew’s religious 
journey. Our obscure lady had left the eminent and much 
published philosopher far behind, and it was because she 
was one of Christ’s sheep. “My sheep listen to my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me.” Our Lord in his public 
ministry and teaching does not extol as of supreme 
importance high intelligence and the best formal education. 
What is critical is faith in his Person. 

It is the gift of faith which takes a person far beyond 
where mere reason can reach. This faith is not simply the 
product of reasoning — and for all his reasoning, the 
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gentlemanly Antony Flew did not get far. Fortunately he 
got beyond his chosen atheism. What is fundamental is, in 
the first instance, belonging to Christ. What is necessary is 
the disposition or inclination of the will for him. One must 
be disposed for God and Jesus Christ. The pivotal issue is 
one’s starting points, one’s first principles, one’s basic 
assumptions. It is critical that they be right, and not wrong. 
One must be good soil for the seed to bear fruit. “The 
miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, but you do 
not believe because you are not my sheep.” There we have 
it: You do not believe because you are not my sheep. To 
believe, we must be Christ’s sheep. Let us then pray for 
the gift of a deep faith, and the right starting points. 
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Second reflection: (John 10:22-30) 

“The sheep that belong to me .... will never be lost 
and no one will ever steal them from me. ” 

The Foundation While it is true that the first of all 
revealed commandments is that we are to love God with all 
our heart, mind, soul and strength, this is not the 
foundation of Revealed Religion. The foundation of our 
religion is not our love for God — indispensable as this is 
— but God’s love for us. God himself loves each of us 
with all his heart, and this is the primary thing that has 
been revealed and which is the foundation of our love for 
God. So all our life we ought be endeavouring to lay the 
right foundation, which is a profound conviction of and 
faith in the love God has displayed for us. That love is 
revealed in the Person and life of Jesus. He who sees me, 
our Lord said, sees the Father. No one comes to the Father, 
he said, except through me. We ought be ever growing in 
an appreciation of the boundless love of Jesus for each of 



1214 


us, and a realization that all that he did for mankind, he did 
for me — that is to say, that in taking away the sin of the 
world by his death on the cross, he took away my sins by 
dying on the cross for me. By entering the fellowship and 
the communion of the Church by baptism, each of us enters 
into a very personal and individual fellowship and 
communion with the Person of Jesus. As St Paul writes in 
one of his Letters, Christ loved me and gave himself up for 
me. I must learn to be aware of the fact that Jesus is 
looking on me, me in particular, with great love. 

It is in this light that we ought read the moving words 
of our Lord in today’s Gospel (John 10:22-30). As can be 
said of the entire Gospel, they reveal the love of the Father 
for us as manifested in Jesus’ love. Christ speaks of the 
sheep that belong to him, and those sheep are we who have 
been baptized. We, each of us, belong to Jesus, and this 
belonging to him wrought in our souls by the new birth of 
baptism was the fruit of the action of the JJoly Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit placed us “in Jesus” as St Paul so often puts it, 
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and as our Lord himself expresses it elsewhere in this same 
Gospel of St John, he is in the Father and we are in him. 
Thus do we belong to Jesus. That we belong to Jesus is not 
only the work of the Holy Spirit, but it is the gift of the 
Father to Jesus: “The Father who gave them to me is 
greater than anyone”. Each of us who belong to Jesus have 
been given to him by the Father, “and no one can steal 
from the Father.” If we remain in Christ’s care and 
friendship all will be well: “they will never be lost and no 
one will ever steal them from me.” That is Christ’s 
determination, and at the prompting of the Father and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he went to unmeasurable 
lengths to ensure that we, each of us, would not be taken 
from his loving grasp. He gives us now, and will give us 
hereafter, eternal life. Let us immerse ourselves in these 
loving and reassuring words of the Lord that speak of 
where we stand in relation to God, and of God’s attitude to 
each of us. 
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The foundation of our religion is God’s love for us. 
Let us then build on that foundation by strengthening our 
appreciation of how totally we belong to the Saviour, and 
of how this belonging is God’s gift to us coming forth from 
his love. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will 
praise you, LORD, among the nations; I will tell of your 
name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect O God, life of the faithful, glory of the humble, 
blessedness of the just, listen kindly to the prayers of those 
who call on you, that they who thirst for what you 
generously promise may always have their fill of your 
plenty. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 12:24-13:5a; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 
8; John 12:44-50 

Then Jesus cried out, When a man believes in me, he 
does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 
When he beholds me, he sees the one who sent me. I have 
come into the world as a light, so that no-one who believes 
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in me should stay in darkness. As for the person who hears 
my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For 
I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a 
judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my 
words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at 
the last day. For I did not speak of my own accord, but the 
Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how 
to say it. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So 
whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say. 
(John 12:44-50) 

Knowing Christ It seems that there are numerous 
of our Muslim friends who are named after Jesus and Mary 
— Isa and Mariam are the names. There is a sense in 
which believing in Jesus is a requirement of Islam — for 
Jesus is an important messenger of God. According to the 
Sayings of Mahomet (the hadith ), Jesus was assumed into 
heaven, and will return at the end of time. It will be to the 
east of Damascus, his hands resting on the shoulders of two 
angels. There are more details about this event that could 
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be cited. But of course, Jesus did not die on the cross — 
the Koran’s fourth Sura, verse 157, is clear on the matter: 
“They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him.” Islam 
does not deny that many had the impression that he died on 
the cross (“it appeared so unto them,”), but in fact he 
didn’t. There are various theories for the impression: 
perhaps someone else was crucified — it could even have 
been Judas. Possibly God changed the face of the one 
crucified to resemble Jesus, or perhaps he changed the 
vision of those who witnessed the event. Jesus might even 
have been nailed to the cross, but if so he survived it and, 
getting over the whole experience, revived. Not all these 
possibilities are canvassed in the Koran, but if there is one 
thing that is certain for the Muslim it is that he did not die 
by crucifixion. The authority for this is the Koran — it says 
so. Of course, Jesus did not rise in glory from the dead, 
because he had not died on the cross. Beyond this, it is 
also certain that Jesus was not divine. This is impossible 
— he is a prophet indeed, but a mere mortal, and God is 
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not his father. There was no Incarnation, nor an 
Atonement. There is no Trinity of divine Persons, no Holy 
Spirit, no divine foundation of the Church, nor, of course, 
any universal primacy of Jesus Christ as the only way to 
the Father. The gentlemanly Muslim will understand that 
this may be offensive to believing Christians, but he invites 
the Christian to look at it from his perspective. Jesus, 
Abraham, Mahomet — they are all of a piece. Indeed, the 
Koran mentions about twenty-five prophets, and nearly all 
of them are familiar from the Bible: Adam and Noah, 
Moses and Abraham, David and Solomon, Lot and Job, 
John the Baptist. They are all messengers — subservient 
to the greatest of them, Mahomet. While the Bible is a 
holy book for Islam, its texts have been corrupted. Its 
proper yardstick is the faultless and inspired Koran, which 
tells us what were the facts and errors of the case and their 
true meaning - for the Koran came directly from heaven. 

I mention this as but one instance of the varied 
responses to the transcendent claims of Jesus Christ. Other 
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responses that have commanded considerable followings 
could be cited. The response of our Jewish brothers — 
elder brothers of Christians in the faith of Abraham — has 
always been that Jesus was not, of course, the Messiah. He 
did not fulfil the prophecies. He was not a prophet as were 
the prophets of old, such as Moses, Elijah and others up to 
Malachi. He is the most consequential and therefore the 
most damaging of the false messiahs. I am not sure what 
they make of him in a moral sense — whether he was just 
deluded (as to his own person), or a knave, or whether his 
followers such as Peter and Paul simply got him wrong 
(because they were fools or knaves). Hinduism would look 
on him as an eminent instance of the Buddha — at least 
that is what the Dalai Lama declared him to be on one 
occasion. This was a great acknowledgment by him of 
respect for Jesus. But of course, for the Dalai Lama, Jesus 
was not all that the Christians account him as being. 
Generally atheists and agnostics would not dismiss Jesus. 
Plainly, he was a great historical figure, though they would 
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account for this by recourse to various historical 
circumstances. The Jesus movement is the product of 
historical forces and personalities. Some would claim that 
Paul was the real founder of Christianity. So it goes on and 
on and on — from (with respect) Mahomet at one end to 
the zealous atheist Richard Dawkins at the other. The 
Christian sees that they are all, to a greater or lesser extent, 
sadly wrong. They do not know Jesus Christ, nor do they 
know how to come to know him. We come to know Jesus 
Christ by being a living part of his body the Church, of 
which he is the mystical Plead, and which is his abode here 
on earth. As members of his Church, we take up the 
Church’s inspired Book which speaks of him. We read it 
with the mind of the Church — the Church which knows 
him so well because he dwells within her till the end of 
time. Our Gospel today (John 12:44-50) gives us his 
utterances about himself and his relationship with the 
Father. “When a man believes in me, he does not believe 
in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he beholds 
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me, he sees the one who sent me. I have come into the 
world as a light, so that no-one who believes in me should 
stay in darkness ... whatever I say is just what the Father 
has told me to say.” 

The most important thing to be done in life is to come 
to know Jesus Christ — which is to say, to know the real 
Jesus, as he truly is. The errors about Jesus Christ are 
countless and often massive. They can even get to the 
point of denying that he ever existed. The purpose of life 
is to know, love and serve Jesus, the promised Messiah, the 
Son of God and the Redeemer of man. Eternal life is this, 
our Lord prayed — to know you, Father, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent (John 17:3). fie is the image of the 
unseen God, the only way to the Father, the only name by 
which men are saved. Let us set aside all shadows and 
embrace the Reality, Jesus Christ as the Church his Body 
proclaims him. 
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Second reflection: (Acts 12:24-13:5) 

Manaen and Saul Notice a detail in the first 
reading for today, which is taken from the Acts of the 
Apostles. St Luke mentions some of the leaders of the 
Church of Antioch, who were “prophets and teachers”. 
They were “Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, and Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen, who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul” (Acts of the Apostles 12:24-13:5). Now 
of course, among those listed here Barnabas and Saul are 
very familiar to us for they are saints of the Church whom 
we celebrate annually, and as missionaries they receive a 
good deal of attention by St Luke in his second book, the 
Acts. But notice the names of the others, particularly 
Manaen. He “had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch”. Consider what may have been his background, 
one similar to that of Herod himself. Consider those who 
may have educated him, his friends as he was growing up, 
and all else that contributed to his being the person he was. 
If we consider Herod, one would not have thought 
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Manaen’s background very promising. And yet here he is 
featuring as one of the prophets and teachers of the 
Christian community of Antioch. He had discovered 
Christ the Saviour, as had Saul himself, also a convert with 
a very unpromising background. It reminds us that our 
daily witness to Christ in the world around us may have 
surprising results. We know how fruitful was the life of 
Saul. By the same token, presumably Manaen’s Christian 
life was very fruitful also. 

Christ was the object of Paul’s life, of Barnabas’s life 
and of Manaen’s life. They had all learnt that he is the 
light of the world. Our Lord is very clear about himself as 
reported in the Gospel of St John, and in particular in our 
Gospel passage of today (John 12:44-50). Our Lord tells 
us that in believing in him we believe in the Father who 
sent him, and that whoever sees him sees the Father who 
sent him. To see Jesus is to see the Father. There is no one 
and no thing in the universe to compare with the Person of 
Jesus, and for this reason alone he must be brought to the 
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attention of everyone. Most things in the world have what 
we might call a relative importance. For example, one 
person may think that democracy is important and another 
may think that science is, and another something else - 
such as cricket or football. But this or that or the other 
person can do without those things. They have a relative 
importance — relative to the perceived needs of various 
individuals. If, however, we are speaking of a Person 
whom to believe or to see is to believe or to see God, then 
such a Person is objectively important to everyone. Of 
course, very many do not accept Christ’s claims, others 
ignore them, and others indeed deny them. So we who 
have been granted the light must bear witness to it with 
optimism and courage, thinking perhaps of such converts 
as Saul and Manaen in the Church of Antioch. In our 
passage from the Acts of the Apostles “the Holy Spirit 
said, ‘I want Barnabas and Saul set apart for the work to 
which I have called them’”. It was the work of bearing 
witness to Jesus. 
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Let the thought of these figures in the Acts spur us on. 
We each of us have been called by the Holy Spirit to the 
work in life of bearing witness to Jesus. We received this 
call at our baptism and our confirmation when the Holy 
Spirit came to us to enable us to believe and to give 
testimony to Jesus. Let us keep this call before us every 
day, and fill up our lives with the work of serving Jesus in 
those around us, and in bearing witness to Jesus discretely, 
prudently and effectively with the Holy Spirit as our guide 
and our constant friend. 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20 O God, when 
you went forth before your people, marching with them 
and living among them, the earth trembled, heavens poured 
down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore human nature to yet greater 
dignity than at its beginnings, look upon the amazing 
mystery of your loving kindness, and in those you have 
chosen to make new through the wonder of rebirth may 
you preserve the gifts of your enduring grace and blessing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:13-25; Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 
and 27; John 13:16-20 

I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
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him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if 
you do them. I am not referring to all of you; I know those 
I have chosen. But this is to fulfil the scripture: ‘He who 
shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me. ’ I am 
telling you now before it happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe that I AM. I tell you the truth, 
whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever 
accepts me accepts the one who sent me. (John 13:16-20) 

I AM One of the very common claims in respect to 
the Christian religion is that it became corrupted, altered, 
radically transformed — whatever word one chooses to use 
- either quickly or over the course of the centuries. At first 
glance, this deformation can seem likely (depending on 
your assumed first principles), especially if you basically 
regard the Christian religion as yet another purely human 
phenomenon. Why would it not have become corrupted, 
altered or transformed radically from what it was at its 
beginning — especially in view of its extraordinary 
doctrines now! Jesus of Nazareth, itinerant preacher and 
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healer who lost his life at the hands of jealous religious 
leaders, was in due course declared by his early disciples to 
be now alive! What is to be made of this? So it goes on, 
with Paul being declared a principal culprit and, indeed, the 
real founder of Christianity as it turned out to be. The real 
agent of this change, though, is deemed to be the Catholic 
Church which emerged from the Christian movement 
during the fourth and fifth centuries with its general 
councils that set doctrine and practice in place and cast the 
whole matter in concrete, as it were. So it is that various 
leaders such as Arius, Hus and others with their followers 
up to the modern period, splintering away from the great 
body, have sought to get back to the real thing, as have 
modern agnostic observers with their presuppositions too. 
Of course, there is no doubt that, even granting the divine 
constitution of the Church, corruptions of a certain kind 
can set in because of the human dimension of the Church. 
And so it ever needs renewal. It did need a great renewal 
during, for instance, the tenth and sixteenth centuries — 
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and these renewals came due to the action of the divine 
Spirit. But it can never radically change or fail because it 
has Christ for its head and the Spirit of Christ for its 
vivifying soul. But all of this is another matter. The point 
being recalled here is that the Christian religion, subsisting 
in the Catholic Church, has its foundation in its ever¬ 
present Beginning — which is Jesus Christ. By means of 
the Church, founded on the visible Rock that is Peter, the 
Christian maintains his abiding contact with Christ, the 
same yesterday, today and forever. 

The most stupendous teaching of the Christian 
religion has always been that the man Jesus is the one and 
only God — not God understood as but one divine Person, 
though. Tt was already a remarkable phenomenon that the 
Jewish religion so long insisted on there being but one 
God. When a gentile gazed on the Temple of Jerusalem it 
was a wonder to him to see that but one God was its object, 
and that an essential part of this system was that there was 
no other god than He. There were plenty of temples that 



1232 


honoured and worshipped one god (as at Delphi), but the 
beliefs they represented did not so intolerantly claim that 
there were no other gods at all. Not so the Jewish religion. 
There was but one God and he alone was to be worshipped. 
It took a lot of travail for Judaism to succeed in preserving 
this belief, this worship, this revelation. Now, while this 
distinctive doctrine was revealed, it could be discussed 
whether its truth was beyond the powers of human reason 
to attain. It is surely legitimate to think that the mind can, 
in theory even if rarely in practice, get to the point of 
believing in One ultimate principle that is personal. 
Aristotle got to his Prime Mover. But the case is altogether 
different with the Christian religion. Jesus Christ is the 
grand Object of the Christian religion. He, a man, is the 
one and only God. This is absolutely astounding - but there 
is an extraordinary dimension to this, and it too is 
altogether new and beyond reason. It is that Jesus is the 
Second of three divine Persons, each of whom is the same 
one and only God. God had revealed himself to Abraham, 
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to Moses and to the Prophets. To Moses he told his sacred 
name. Moses asked, Who are you, what is your name? 
The answer came from the Burning Bush: 7 am who AM — 
conveying the meaning too of being ever present to his 
chosen people. Now, John implies in his Gospel that the 
divine person of Jesus Christ (together with the Father and 
the Spirit) uttered these words to Moses (and through him 
to the chosen people). He uttered them again to the chosen 
people during his public ministry, claiming this divine 
name for himself again - it is one of the things we learn 
from John’s Gospel (8:24, 8:58; 13:19; 18:6). “I tell you 
most solemnly, before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8: 58). 
The leaders knew what he was claiming, and were 
absolutely determined to do away with him. It was 
unprecedented, unparalleled by anything in their history. 

In our context today, our Lord is speaking to his 
closest disciples (John 13:16-20): “I am telling you now 
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 
believe that I AM.” It is an extraordinary statement. Let us 
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ponder his words with the utmost faith and love, asking 
from the Divine Spirit the grace to appreciate them so as to 
be filled with faith in the humanity and divinity of Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, promised Messiah, Lord and Saviour 
of mankind. 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, 
Lord, by your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, and have made us into a kingdom, 
priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, author of our freedom and of our 
salvation, listen to the voice of our pleading and grant that 
those you have redeemed by the shedding of your Son's 
Blood may have life through you and, under your 
protection, rejoice for ever unharmed. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:26-33; Psalm 2:6-1 lab; 
John 14:1-6 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; 
trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if 
it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 
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prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am. You know the way to the 
place where I am going. Thomas said to him, Lord, we 
don't know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way? Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No-one comes to the Father except through me. (John 
14:1-6) 

The Way, Truth, and Life It would be impossible 
to sum up in a few sentences the religious situation of the 
ancient world in the time of Jesus Christ. But a striking 
difference from our own religious situation is that the 
ancient world — like almost every period other than our 
own — assumed the Supernatural. The gods certainly 
existed and were critically important for the course of the 
world. What now counts are the world’s own laws, not the 
will or whim of the gods. We now perceive ourselves as 
having to know the laws according to which the world 
proceeds, and learning to manage them (and not the gods). 
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This was an important factor for the ancient world (after 
all, there was an art to war, government, trade, 
shipbuilding, etc.) but what also mattered was that the gods 
and goddesses be placated and kept friendly, especially by 
a careful observance of the ceremonies and by due state 
recognition. Otherwise there would be problems — such 
as plagues and military reversals. Julius Caesar was 
elected Roman high priest {pontifex maximus ) at a young 
age (in 63 BC) and he kept the job till his death by 
assassination. After him it was Lepidus (one of the 
triumvirate that succeeded Caesar, with Octavian and Mark 
Antony). The pontifex maximus was a kind of chairman of 
the college of the pontifices - the ‘priests’. They were 
responsible for the Roman state cult as a whole and for 
several cults that had no priestly class of their own. The 
main task of the pontifices — the Roman priests — was to 
maintain the pax deorum, the ‘peace with the gods’. Most 
of the Roman gods and goddesses were a blend of various 
religious influences. Many were introduced from the 



1238 


Greek settlements of southern Italy, while others had their 
roots in old religions of the Etruscans or Latin tribes. It 
could even occur that a deity was worshipped for reasons 
no-one could remember. An example was Furrina, in 
whose honour a festival was held every year on 25 July. 
By the time of Julius Caesar there was no-one left who 
remembered of what matter she was actually the goddess. 
Since Roman religion was not founded on some core belief 
which ruled out other religions (as did Judaism), foreign 
religions found it relatively easy to establish themselves in 
the imperial capital itself. The point here is that the world 
of the time popularly accepted the mishmash of religious 
deities arising from all quarters and allowed for the sake of 
imperial peace. 

Despite its exclusivism, even Judaism was allowed a 
freedom of worship in Rome (by Julius Caesar, in 
recognition of the Jewish forces which had helped him at 
Alexandria). Judaism was gentlemanly about it, and 
evinced no outright intention of winning over the world to 
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its monotheism — and so upsetting the entire pantheon on 
which the Empire rested. But it became evident to the 
Empire that the case was very different with the growing 
Christian sect. For them, there was one Lord, the Lord of 
lords and King of kings — and he was Jesus Christ and no 
other. Further, all had to come to know this - for by no 
other name could men be saved. What seriously 
complicated the issue was the imperial cult. In an effort to 
enhance loyalty, there came a point when the inhabitants of 
the Empire were expected to participate in the Imperial 
cult, and revere (usually deceased) emperors as demigods. 
We need not pursue the history of religion in the Roman 
Empire — all that is being done here is to set the Person 
and message of Jesus Christ against the contemporary 
religious background. This is done to highlight his striking 
uniqueness. Christ did not simply form a group of 
disciples, imbue them deeply with the thought of his 
Person, work and teaching, and leave them with the 
mission of living it out in their daily lives, and welcoming 
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fellow disciples as they came along. He ordered them to 
convert the whole world to himself — and he was 
apparently gone. They were to go to all the nations and 
make of them fellow disciples. It was a very serious 
business because they were to be ready to lay down their 
lives for the project. It was so imperative a matter that the 
ones who believed the message about the unseen Jesus 
would be saved and those who refused would be 
condemned. A seemingly impossible task was being given 
to this tiny group of restored but keen people. As a result 
they and their converts were heading for certain trouble. 
There would be trouble for as long as there were disciples, 
because the command would always stand. They had to 
make disciples of all the nations, no matter how jealous the 
powers that be were of their authority to govern minds and 
hearts — let alone public behaviour. The whole business 
rested on the transcendent claims of the Founder and his 
victorious persuasiveness. All this brings us to our Gospel 
today, in which our Lord states that “I am the way and the 
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truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:1-6). 

In Jesus Christ is the fullness of religious Truth. He is 
the Way, the one and only Way to Life, and he is the Life. 
He is the only way to the Father of all - and he himself is 
the Image of the unseen Father. Indeed, “the Father and I 
are one”, he said. Our Lord is not saying that each and 
every other person on the face of the earth who is not 
formally and consciously among his disciples would be 
forever damned. He certainly is saying that if anyone by 
the mercy of God avoids damnation, it is only because of 
him. If anyone attains to God, it is only through him. He 
is the Saviour of the world. Outside of faith in him and the 
acceptance of his divine revelation, a person is to a greater 
or lesser extent in the darkness. It is therefore imperative 
that he who is the Way, the Truth and the Life be brought 
to all, because he alone is the way to the Father. Let us 
take up the work, then! 
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Second reflection: (John 14:1-6) 

Man’s True Goal When we reflect on it, it is fairly 
obvious that a major reason for distress in life is that 
something happens that prevents us from possessing what 
we regard as important. A person fails his exams and he is 
profoundly distressed. Why? Because he does not possess 
what is very important to him — the grade he was aiming 
at which would have led to further benefits. We could 
think of example after example illustrating the point that 
what causes distress is usually (though not always) the 
perceived loss of what is important to us. Well now, this 
means that we ought have a clear knowledge of what is 
objectively and truly very important and make that the 
object of our hopes and efforts. It is scarcely wise if a 
person attributes great importance to things (such as very 
great material wealth) that are not really so in comparison 
with certain other things (such as a very happy marriage, or 
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normal good health). If we want to be happy, we need to 
sort out what are the most important things to be aiming at 
in life, and seek our happiness in them. To take the point 
further, in view of the fact that this life is not the end but is 
merely the stepping stone to eternity, we need to sort out 
what is important from the perspective of eternity. We 
need to discover what is absolutely important in an 
ultimate sense. Our ultimate happiness depends on our 
attaining what is the ultimately important thing. If that 
ultimately important thing is within reach, and if we are 
truly heading towards its attainment, it can be expected that 
happiness will be ours. 

All these are very simple reflections, but they bear on 
what our Lord says to his disciples in today’s Gospel 
reading. He tells them not to let their hearts be troubled. 
“Trust in God still, and trust in me” (John 14:1-6), despite 
all that might happen to them. Then our Lord tells them 
and us what is the important thing to keep our eyes on: the 
dwelling-place of our Father in heaven where each of us 
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has a place reserved. There we shall be with the Father and 
with Jesus. “After I have gone and prepared you a place, I 
shall return to take you with me; so that where I am you 
may be too.” Ultimately this is the important thing, our 
eternal salvation, our being with God the most holy Trinity 
for ever in heaven together with all the angels and saints. 
In the first chapter of the First Letter of St Peter this 
ultimate goal is put before us very beautifully. St Peter 
reminds us “that we have a sure hope and the promise of an 
inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and never fade 
away, because it is being kept for you in the 
heavens”(vs.4). If we hold on to Jesus through faith we 
can be “sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, 
that is, the salvation of your souls” (vs.9). Ultimately the 
only final cause of distress is the possibility of the loss of 
salvation. For this reason we must avoid sin, and repent of 
it when it is committed. All occasions of distress ought be 
viewed in the light of the eternal salvation towards which 
we are working. Let us throughout life bear in mind our 
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Lord’s directive from today’s Gospel: “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house.” 

Let us seek to abide forever in our Father’s house. 
Cardinal Newman wrote at the end of one of his greatest 
books (The Development of Christian Doctrine, 1845) that 
life is short, eternity long. Let us understand what are the 
truly important things in life, and seek to attain our 
happiness there. 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, 
proclaim the mighty works of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the celebration of Easter 
graciously give to the world the healing of heavenly 
remedies, show benevolence to your Church, that our 
present observance may benefit us for eternal life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:44-52; Psalm 98:1-4; 

John 14:7-14 

Jesus said to his disciples, If you really knew me, you 
would know my Father as well. From now on, you do 
know him and have seen him. Philip said, Lord, show us 
the Father and that will be enough for us. Jesus answered: 
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Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among 
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t 
you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in 
me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, 
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 
miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has 
faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask 
me for anything in my name, and I will do it. (John 14:7- 
14) 


The Primacy of Christ In an Australian ABC 
television debate (April 2012) between the crusading 
atheist Richard Dawkins and Cardinal George Pell, 
Dawkins was asked by the audience how it came about 
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that, from nothing, there occurred the Big Bang — said by 
scientists to be the physical beginning of the universe. He 
admitted that this was a tremendous problem, but referred 
to the work of another scientist (Lawrence Krauss’s theory 
of “nothing”). But, as the Cardinal then pointed out, what 
Krauss proposed as the “nothing” prior to the Big Bang 
was not nothing. It was just an existing mechanism 
(denoted by the term “nothing”) prior to the Big Bang. So 
the problem remains, and the question awaits its answer. If 
there is a beginning to the universe (the “Big Bang” or 
something else), whence came that physical beginning, 
when prior to it there was nothing ? The question could be 
put this way: why is there not nothing? There is a further 
question still: why is the world structured as it is, quite 
apart from the question of why it is anyway? Let us dwell 
on this second question from a particular angle, and 
starting a little distance from it. Richard Dawkins and 
many of his scientific and philosophical ilk allow only for 
empirical tests as the criterion of objective perception and 
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truth. That is, something may be taken as true if you 
observe and test it empirically, and if your reflection on it 
proceeds within the confines of that empirical data. 
Whatever of its philosophical narrowness, at least this 
epistemological assumption highlights one important 
feature of the structure of man: he knows things in the first 
instance by observation and sense. He is in no way limited 
to this, but broadly he starts his process of knowing reality 
by the use of his senses. He sees things, he hears them, he 
touches them, he smells and tastes. With this beginning, a 
vast process of knowledge is developed that goes far 
beyond its beginnings. He can even arrive at a degree of 
knowledge of the unseen Creator of the universe. That is 
to say, as Newman once wrote, by reason he can even in a 
sense mount to the throne of God. But as history has 
shown, one danger is that he can rest at knowledge attained 
directly by his senses. He can sink into the blindness of 
regarding a sense object as divine (idolatry), or he can sink 
into the blindness of thinking that there is no God because 
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he cannot be seen or tested empirically (atheism). They are 
the dangers, and we see in the history of divine revelation 
the constant demands of the prophets to put away all idols 
and images, and implicitly, of course, all agnosticism or 
atheism. The fool says in his heart, there is no God (Psalm 
14). 


But this danger ought not diminish our appreciation of 
the way the Creator has made us. We are made, we read in 
the Book of Genesis, in his image and likeness. We are 
able to know, to judge, to choose, and to decide. We are 
given our senses to know reality, and our reason to reflect 
on what we perceive with a view to decisions. Our senses, 
encompassing the powers of sight, hearing, touching, 
smelling and tasting, are most precious and it is a serious 
thing if one of them is lost. Clearly God means us to come 
to know him — the highest knowledge — by means of 
them. For instance, we know the God of revelation by 
faith. But as St Paul writes, this involves hearing — 
hearing a preacher, hearing one sent to bear witness. To 
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believe we must hear, and with the aid of grace we reflect 
on what we hear. I raised the question of why there is not 
nothing. I also posed the question of why God made man 
as he is — to know things as he does, in the first instance 
by means of his senses. I suggest that ultimately it reflects 
the divine plan to make a physical Reality the pinnacle of 
all reality — that physical Reality being the Incarnate 
Word. St John writes that the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. We saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father (John 1:18). 
Commonly, we view the Incarnation as something of a 
divine afterthought. That is to say, because of Original Sin 
and the horrible calamity it wreaked in man and the 
cosmos, God decided out of his infinite love to send his 
divine Son to redeem the world from sin. The Incarnation 
is the divine remedy for sin. Implicitly, had not our first 
parents done their dirty deed, there would not have been 
the Incarnation and the gifts to man that issued from the 
work of Jesus Christ. But this is not the only view of the 
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matter. There is another — and I myself am attracted to it. 
It holds that the purpose of creation is the Incarnation. The 
Incarnation is the fulfilment of God’s eternal longing to 
become human, a Brother to his creatures. He forever 
wished to share his divine life with us his children, and as 
our Brother. The great philosopher and theologian, 
Blessed John Duns Scotus (1266-1308), boldly proclaimed 
and defended the primacy of the Incarnation. The 
Incarnation came first. It was not dependent on nor 
occasioned by anything of man, such as his sin. 

I take the point further, and propose that we are made 
in view of the Incarnation. We are so structured, with our 
powers of sight, hearing, feeling and sense in order, 
ultimately, to look on and hear about the Incarnate Word 
who is the Image of the unseen God. Ultimately, that is 
why we are as we are. We, and all of creation exist, and 
exist in the way we do, in view of the Incarnation — which 
is to say, so as to gaze on and hear and love and serve the 
Word made flesh among us. We are able, or will be able, 
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to say: we saw his glory! All this brings us to our Gospel 
today, in which our Lord says to his disciples: “Anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father. Flow can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? Don't you believe that I am in the 
Father, and that the Father is in me?” (John 14:7-14). The 
summit of the universe is Jesus Christ, and we, placed by 
God in the world as its steward and master, are made, and 
made in such a way as, to see, hear and know him. Let us 
do this, then! 


Second reflection: (John 14:7-14) 

“Whatever you ash for in my name I will do, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. ” 

Prayer for Sanctity We have been endowed by 
God with freedom of choice and action. In view of the 
momentous plan which God has for each of us and which 
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depends on our free acceptance, we have a marvelously 
reassuring guarantee from the Lord in today’s Gospel. 
That guarantee is given in our Lord’s words: “Whatever 
you ask for in my name I will do, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If you ask for anything in my name I 
will do it” (John 14:7-14). It is clear that the purpose of 
our Lord’s promise to hear our prayers is that the Father 
may be glorified. That which will glorify the Father is the 
fulfilment of his sanctifying and redeeming plan in our 
lives. As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, “this is the 
will of God, your sanctification.” The first chapter of the 
first Letter of St Peter puts the matter similarly: we have 
been chosen “by the provident purpose of God to be made 
holy by the Spirit”. So the prayer to Christ which we may 
be especially confident of being heard is the prayer, the 
constant prayer, that we may be sanctified, made holy and 
full of love in God’s sight. Our Lord’s promise in today’s 
Gospel that he will answer our prayers is especially 
reassuring. We have been endowed with free will, and so 



1255 


we can either ignore the plan of God for us, or welcome it 
truly and gladly. In the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles “the Jews, prompted by jealousy, used 
blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said.” By 
contrast, the pagans “thanked the Lord for his message; all 
who were destined for eternal life became believers. Thus 
the word of the Lord spread” (Acts 13:44-52). We are 
believers, and have welcomed the message of salvation 
from the Church, as did those referred to here. But that 
message must go on to transform us. It must be embraced 
by us every day and by the grace of God lived out in its 
fullness. For this we need to cooperate generously and 
perseveringly with the action of the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us. We need to pray daily for this fidelity in 
order that God’s saving and sanctifying plan will be 
fulfilled in us. We shall have to begin again and again, 
repenting over and over again as the days of our life go by. 
Again, this is why Christ’s promise to hear our prayers in 
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today’s Gospel is so reassuring, for if we are sanctified in 
the Son, the Father will be glorified. 

Let us make it our prayer that, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. God will sanctify us, never allowing our hope 
to fail or lessen. We are assured by holy Scripture that our 
sanctification is the will of God, and that Christ will hear 
our prayers to this effect. Let our lives be lived in such a 
way that God will be honoured and glorified, and let us 
pray unceasingly that this may be. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Fifth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 98 (97): 1-2 O sing a new song 
to the Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the 
nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish 
the Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were pleased 
to make new in Holy Baptism may, under your protective 
care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eternal. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22:26-28, 30-32; 
1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He 
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
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branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in 
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 
me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains 
in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is 
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If 
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my 
Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. (John 15:1-8) 

Vine and Branches When we hear the Gospel 
passage about Christ being the vine and we being the 
branches, we might think that our Lord is speaking simply 
of his relationship with each of us individually. “I am the 
vine, and my Father is the vine grower. Every branch in 
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me that bears no fruit he cuts away and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even more” (John 
15:1-8). In hearing these words we think of the 
involvement of our Lord and of the Father in the life of 
each of us. That personal and individual dimension is 
essential, of course, but we may forget the greater reality of 
which we are part. Our Lord is also speaking of his 
relationship with the entire body of believers — with all 
the branches of the vine, which is to say with his Church. 
In uttering these words, our Lord was not speaking to one 
individual alone, but to his Apostles as a group at the Last 
Supper. It was to the Church, the Church in its beginnings, 
that our Lord explained that he is the vine and we are the 
branches. We ought never understand our relationship 
with the Person of Jesus as merely a matter between him 
and me. The truly Catholic sense of our relationship with 
Jesus is that I live in him, not alone but together with the 
entire body of the faithful. We are all together in him as 
part of a single body. We, all together, are all grafted onto 
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the one vine which is Christ. I, then, am part of a vast vine, 
a vast living body. The heart and soul of this single 
organism that is always bearing fruit is the Person of Jesus. 
This presence of Jesus in the Church makes of the Church 
not something merely human, but one which bears within it 
a great divine reality. The members are human, but both 
the Head and the vivifying Soul of the Church are divine. 
The average person looks on the Church for what he sees, 
as nothing more than a very human institution, as a body of 
people who happen to belong to a particular religion which 
has various doctrines and moral teachings. It may appear 
to be a very sinful institution, too. It is regarded by 
outsiders as just a great world religion, one of several. But 
of course, we know from the words of our Lord who is the 
divine founder of the Church that its human members — 
the branches — are far from being its principal reality. If 
that were all there is to the Church, it would indeed be 
nothing more than just another world religion. 
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But no. Just as branches live and produce because of 
the vine, so too the fundamental and all-pervasive reality 
constituting the Church is the Person of Jesus. JJe is the 
object of the Church’s attention and the abiding source of 
the Church’s life. The English word “church” probably 
comes, via the old English chirche and cirice, from the 
Greek kyriakon (adj.) "of the Lord". This term was used of 
houses of Christian worship since about 300 AD especially 
in the East, though this usage was less common in this 
sense than ekklesia or basilike. At a certain point the term 
began to be used to denote the Greek New Testament term 
SKKXrjoia, which signifies a convocation (or assembly). 
The Church consists of those convoked into one body or 
assembly by the Lord and by his union with them. The 
Church was prepared for in the Old Testament people of 
God. It came into existence by Christ’s teachings, by his 
deliberate institution, by his association with the Twelve, 
by his passion, his death, resurrection and ascension into 
heaven, and then by the sending of the Holy Spirit at 
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Pentecost. The same Jesus who returned to his Father 
victorious over sin and death now constantly abides within 
his body the Church as the great Presence and gift of God. 
This the Church bears constantly within herself and offers 
to all her members, and which she makes available to all 
mankind. The Person of Jesus is the head of the Church, 
though hidden and unseen. He is the hidden face of the 
Church, and some day we shall see him as he is. From him 
and from the Father who is in him comes the all-important 
Gift of the Holy Spirit, and those who wish to meet Christ 
and live his Spirit-filled life do so by becoming members 
of his body — by being branches of him who is the vine. 
The living unseen Christ can be located: He is in the 
Church. For this reason we ought cultivate a profound 
reverence and love for the Church, looking on the Church 
the way our Lord does. We maintain in our hearts a true 
docility to the Church and to her teaching because we 
know it is Christ who guides and teaches us through her. 
The human face which we observe manifests the unseen 
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spirit or soul of a person which we cannot see. By analogy, 
we might say, the Church which we do observe makes 
present the unseen Christ whom we cannot yet observe by 
physical sight. So great is the union of Christ with the 
Church that our Lord referred to himself as the bridegroom, 
and to the Church as his bride. In our Gospel today (John 
15:1-8), our Lord puts it differently. He says that he is the 
vine and we the Church are the branches. The important 
thing to realize very profoundly in all this, is that the 
Person of Christ is the great reality pervading, supporting 
and dominating the Church by his love and his grace. 

It is for him that we are members of the Church, and it 
is in and through the Church that Christ is united to each of 
us. So then, let us always be filled with a sense of the 
divine character of the Church, stemming directly from her 
unbreakable union with the divine Person of Jesus Christ. 
Let us love the Church as our mother in Christ. Let us be 
ever guided and nourished by her, and let us do all we can 
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to build her up and assist her in her divinely-given mission 
to make disciples of all the nations. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.11 1-801 (The Church, Both Visible and Spiritual) 

-- 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who 
laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his 
flock, alleluia. 

Collect May your right hand, O Lord, we pray, 

encompass your family with perpetual help, so that, 
defended from all wickedness by the Resurrection of your 
Only Begotten Son, we may make our way by means of 
your heavenly gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:5-18; Psalm 115:1-4, 15-16; 
John 14:21-26 

Jesus said to his disciples, Whoever has my 
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
love him and show myself to him. Then Judas (not Judas 
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Iscariot) said, But, Lord, why do you intend to show 
yourself to us and not to the world? Jesus replied, If 
anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 
him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. 
These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the 
Father who sent me. All this I have spoken while still with 
you. But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you. (John 14:21 - 
26) 


The King He was bom in 1491 at the castle of 
Loyola above Azpeitia in Guipuscoa, Spain. I myself have 
visited the castle. He died at Rome, 31 July, 1556. I am 
speaking of Ignatius Loyola. Loyola was some nine years 
junior to the German Reformer Martin Luther, and some 
eighteen years senior to the French Reformer, John Calvin. 
All three had a great impact on the religion of their time, 
and on the time to come. Loyola was, perhaps, the most 



1267 


unlikely of the three to emerge prominent in matters 
religious, because of his early dissipation. Luther, a Saxon 
peasant with his father a miner, entered the Order of 
Augustinian Hermits, took the vows of a monk and was 
ordained a priest. Calvin sprang from the French middle- 
class, and his father was an attorney. Calvin was never 
ordained a priest — his training was chiefly in law and the 
humanities; he took no vows. Both (with others) led, in 
different ways, the great Protest against the Catholic 
Church and papacy of the previous fifteen centuries, and 
from them sprang Protestant Christianity. Loyola (with 
others such as the newly-founded Capuchins) led the 
tremendous counter-reformation which stemmed, counter¬ 
attacked and reclaimed from a renewed Catholic side that 
shone with many saints. Fortunately, we are now 
witnessing a strong movement of ecumenism, bringing 
together separated brethren in Christ. Our interest here is 
the surprise of the unlikely Loyola. As a young man he 
probably attended the court of Ferdinand and Isabella from 
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time to time, but led a life of laxity. He was affected, 
extravagant in hair and dress, and intent on gaining glory 
— he later confessed to leading a sinful life. In 1517 he 
took service in the army of Spain, was seriously wounded 
in the encounter with the French at Pamplona, and his 
garrison surrendered. His recovery was painful, but it 
involved a momentously important conversion on his part. 
The king who now commanded his undivided allegiance 
and love was the King of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus 
Christ. Among the numerous significant things Loyola did 
was to devise a small manual which would enable a 
convinced Christian to help another seeker to accept Jesus 
Christ as King. In that manual, which consisted of 
numerous structured spiritual exercises, there was a central 
Meditation involving the contemplation of the Person of 
Christ as the King, calling on his disciples to extend his 
kingship. 

When Jesus Christ stood before the representative of 
Caesar and was asked by him if he, Jesus, were a king, he 
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replied that those were his words. Yes, he was a king — 
but not of the kind that he, Pilate, was asking about. His 
kingdom was not of this world. For this was he born: to 
bear witness to the truth. Those who were of the truth 
would listen to him and follow after him. Pilate saw that 
there was no hint of sedition or temporal ambition about 
the singular man before him. I find no case against the 
man, he told the Jewish leaders. This misapprehension as 
to the nature of Christ’s royalty, his kingship, and the 
Kingdom he announced and was establishing, reached to 
his very disciples — I suspect it was one factor in Judas 
Iscariot’s awful defection. This brings us to our Gospel 
today (John 14:21-26). Our scene is the Last Supper and 
the high instruction which Christ was giving his disciples, 
as reported by John. Christ is making it clear to his 
disciples that his rule will be one that is over the hearts of 
his disciples. “Jesus said to his disciples, Whoever has my 
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. 
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
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love him and show myself to him.” A king commands and 
his subjects obey. If you love your king, you will obey 
him. The same applies to Jesus Christ — his disciples 
knew that he would be King in the Kingdom of God. The 
disciples on one occasion had resented James and John 
getting in with a special request that they sit on Christ’s 
right and left in his glory as King. Of course, they 
envisaged this kingship of Jesus as being a public, 
temporal, world-wide, renowned thing — which at the very 
end it would indeed be. But Christ was speaking here of it 
being a matter involving the human heart. It would be a 
showing of himself to the individual who loves him by 
holding and obeying his commands. The Kingdom would 
be an interior thing. This was a surprise, not to say a 
disappointment: “Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, But, 
Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to 
the world?” Our Lord reiterates his point: “If anyone loves 
me, he will keep my words. My Father will love him, and 
we will come to him and make our home with him. He 
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who does not love me will not obey my teaching.” As 
Christ said elsewhere, the kingdom of God is within you, 
within the heart of man. 

Of course, accepting Jesus Christ totally in faith as 
our King and Lord will have its effects on our daily 
external behaviour, on culture, on society. Indeed, our 
Judgment will very much include the tangible differences 
we have brought to the life and material conditions of those 
in need. But the essence of the matter is the gift of our 
hearts to Jesus Christ as Lord, in faith. It is in this sense 
above all that God calls all men and women, all the 
nations, to be disciples of Jesus Christ the King — to 
whom all authority in heaven and on earth has been 
granted. This is the conversion Loyola experienced. He 
became a disciple. In place of seeking temporal kingship 
and glory, he had attained Jesus Christ as Lord. 
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Second reflection: (John 14:21-26) 

"If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we shall come to him ” 

Christ our Friend The scene of our Gospel passage 
today is the Last Supper. St John is giving us our Lord’s 
special teaching to his apostles, telling them how their (and 
others’) intimacy with him will continue unabated after he 
has gone from visible sight. He says he will show himself 
to the one who receives his commandments and keeps 
them. That is the person to whom the Lord will manifest 
himself, implying that he will not manifest himself 
indiscriminately to the world at large. Notice the freedom 
with which Jude (not Judas Iscariot) interjects and bluntly 
asks a question — it is almost an objection: “Lord, what is 
this about? Do you intend to show yourself to us and not 
to the world?” Incidentally, does not this question and the 
freedom with which it is asked tell us something of the 
familiarity with which our Lord’s disciples engaged with 
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him? Their respect and love for him was great and, after 
all, Jude addresses our Lord in this very instance as “Lord”. 
It shows his and their habitual veneration for him. But they 
felt very much at home with him, and this tells us much 
about the Christian life and our relationship with God here 
on earth and hereafter in heaven. God, in Jesus, made 
himself truly at home with us. Jesus is God-with-us. 

Indeed, this is the very point that our Lord impresses 
on them in his conversation prior to his death. He speaks 
of himself and the Father as making their home with 
anyone who is a faithful disciple. “If anyone loves me he 
will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 
shall come to him and make our home with him” (John 
14:21-26). This is a fundamental feature of the Christian 
life, that the three Persons of the most holy Trinity choose 
to make their home within the heart of Christ’s disciples. 
Inasmuch as our Lord was addressing these words to the 
Apostles as a group we can presume he means these words 
for the entire Church as well as for each of her members. 



1274 


The entire Church is called to keep the word of Christ (as is 
each of her members), and by doing that it will be the 
constant abode of the most holy Trinity. Both the universal 
Church and each of her faithful members is thus the home 
of the Blessed Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Thus 
does God dwell among men. He lives among men within 
his Church, and the Church is where man finds God the 
Holy Trinity. This abiding indwelling of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit is real and full now, but will reach its 
glorious completion hereafter when God will be all in all. 
Consider the constant directness and intimacy with the holy 
Trinity we are thus granted. 

Let us take seriously the Christian doctrine of the 
indwelling of the Blessed Trinity. Let us base our lives on 
it as the foundation of our daily life and of the life of the 
Church — both here and as we look to the hereafter. The 
Blessed Trinity dwells constantly within the Church, and 
also within the soul of each faithful member of the Church 
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who keeps Christ’s word. What a blessing comes with 
fidelity! 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:5; 12:10 Sing praise to our 
God, all you who fear God, both small and great, for now 
salvation and strength have come, and the power of his 
Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the 
Resurrection of Christ, grant your people constancy in faith 
and hope, that we may never doubt the promises of which 
we have learned from you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 145:10-13ab, 21; 
John 14:27-3 la 

Jesus said to his disciples, Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
You heard me say, 7 am going away and I am coming back 
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to you. ’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am 
going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. I have 
told you now before it happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe. I will not speak with you much 
longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no 
hold on me, but the world must learn that I love the Father 
and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 
(John 14:27-3 la) 

Dread Psychiatry is the medical discipline devoted 
to the study and treatment of mental health and disorders. 
The term seems to have been first used by the Johann Reil 
in 1808, and meant the ‘medical treatment of the mind’ 
{psych-: mind - from ancient Greek for soul; and - iatry : 
medical treatment - from the Greek ia-trikos: medical, and 
ia-sthai: to heal). Psychiatry considers mental disorders 
from four points of view: genetics, biochemical, 
psychological, and social and environmental. I mention 
this discipline only to highlight one mental problem which 
can arise for the best of persons of all walks of life, from 
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medical men themselves to politicians to clergy. I refer to 
acute anxiety. This is especially significant for modern 
life. Anxiety can be brought on by numerous things both 
subjective and objective. One can be anxious without 
sufficient reason, and anxious for very good reasons. It has 
been said that it is one of the special characteristics of 
modern Western man: he is anxious. Many would see in 
modern agnosticism and atheism a further reason for the 
rise of anxiety. As some atheistic philosophers have 
themselves explained, generally atheism involves a world 
without meaning - and the psychiatrist Victor Frankl has 
explored the effect of an absence of a sense of meaning. In 
a lecture delivered in 1945, Jean-Paul Sartre described 
Existentialism as “the attempt to draw all the consequences 
from a position of consistent atheism.” Both his great book 
Being and Nothingness and his novel Nausea present the 
consequences of this position. Man is absolutely free. So, 
though he has no objective meaning by nature, he is free to 
be the source and creator of his meaning. From the dual 
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position that there is no God and that man is absolutely 
free, there arises his dread. This kind of dread, 
characteristic of a certain form of modern Existentialism, is 
not the dread spoken of by the one regarded as the father of 
Existentialism: the Danish religious philosopher, Soren 
Kierkergaard (1813-1855). His work, Begrebet Angest 
(The Concept of Anxiety), was published in 1844, and 
translated into English as The Concept of Dread (1945). 
This angst is a profound spiritual condition of insecurity 
and fear in the free human being. The freedom to which he 
was referring leaves the person in a constant fear of failing 
his responsibilities to God. What Kierkergaard had, and 
what many later Existentialists lost, was God (as perceived 
by the conscience). But what they all considered was 
dread, angst. 

There are a host of things that can cause anxiety and 
dread. There is, as Kierkergaard stresses, the dread of 
God’s judgment and of the consequences of a sinful use of 
freedom. There is, as we see in the writings of the likes of 



1280 


Sartre, the loss of the sense of God and therefore the sense 
of sin and meaning. There is only an absolute (so-called) 
freedom. Modern man also forgets what our Lord calls the 
Prince of this world. “I will not speak with you much 
longer, for the prince of this world is coming.” There is 
plenty that we can worry about, but a great lesson from our 
Gospel today (John 14: 27-3la) is that we must not let this 
happen. “Jesus said to his disciples, Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am 
coming back to you.’” In the face of all that might cause 
us anxiety and dread, we have the one ultimate source of 
peace and joy — which is not to be regarded as a magic 
press-button answer dispelling all anxieties. A person, 
through temperament, habit, and adverse circumstances 
may have a real problem with long-standing worry, but 
even so, his objective foundation is sure if he places his 
trust in Jesus Christ. He must hear the words of Christ 
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over and over again in his heart: “Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.” Christ, who is ever near and within the soul that is 
in the state of grace, not only sustains the person who 
abides with him in faith, but is his constant example. 
Whoever had such sufferings more than he? There is a 
well-known icon of the Mother and Child. Our Lady holds 
the Child Jesus in her arms and the Child is looking away 
from her to the Cross. His sandal has fallen from his feet 
— symbolizing the anxiety facing him, an anxiety that 
reached its height in the Garden of Gethsemane when he 
prayed to his heavenly Father that he be spared the Cup. 
Not as I will, he prayed, but as you will — all the while 
sweating drops of blood. But his peace of soul remained at 
bottom. It could not be shaken, and we see Christ’s 
sovereign serenity during his Passion, especially portrayed 
in the account by St John. The Prince of this world had 
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arrived, and he was wreaking all he could on the Holy One 
of God. Amid all sorrows, Christ is our example. 

As already said, many claim that a special 
characteristic of our age is its anxiety and dread. This can 
be due to a variety of causes — and one of the noblest 
accounts of modern dread is that by Kierkergaard, the 
Existentialist father of many who deviated from him so 
sadly into atheism. But whatever be the temptation to 
dread and worry, Christ commands us not to worry as if 
there is no answer. He is the Answer. He is our Joy and 
our Peace. In trusting him we trust all that is ultimate and 
in God. The “world must learn that I love the Father and 
that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.” 
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Second reflection: (John 14:27-31) 

“I shall not talk with you any longer, because the 
prince of this world is on his way. ” 

The Prince I remember more than thirty years ago 
Pope Paul VI (now beatified) stated that in the dissent that 
was widespread in the Church, Satan’s presence was 
evident. This comment by a great and holy Pope was 
greeted in the media with quiet mirth because the notion of 
Satan being a real personality and force was regarded as 
something of a fantasy. But of course there is nothing 
fantastic in the teaching of the Church that Satan is very 
real and active. It is a sober and very serious matter, and 
our Lord came to deal with Satan and the cosmic results of 
his work. In our Gospel passage today he refers to Satan as 
a prince, a ruler. He is “the prince of this world” and our 
Lord tells his disciples that he is “on his way” (John 14:27- 
31). The battle lines were drawn and Christ's weapon was 
obedience and the cross. Satan is the dark prince coming 
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with his forces to attack with all the power he could 
muster. He wanted to deceive and to kill — our Lord 
referred to him on another occasion as a liar and a 
murderer from the beginning. He had deceived our Lord’s 
enemies, and had even deceived one of our Lord’s very 
own — one of the Twelve — and had drawn him into his 
power. St John tells us that during the Last Supper itself 
Satan entered Judas, and after Satan entered him Judas 
went out into the night. Satan is the prince of darkness 
whereas Christ is the Light. Much earlier, following our 
Lord’s announcement of the doctrine of the Eucharist, he 
turned to the Twelve and said that one of them was a devil. 
The devils were subject to Satan, and our Lord in one of 
his teachings referred to the kingdom and the household of 
Satan. 

Our Lord’s reference to the prince of this world 
reminds us that there are two rulers to choose from who 
dominate the world. They are not equal, of course, and our 
Lord in our passage today tells us that Satan has no power 
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over him. That is perfectly evident in our Lord’s public 
ministry in which time and again he sends Satan and the 
demons scurrying away at a word. Satan thinks he is about 
to have a signal victory over the Messiah by putting an 
inglorious and final end to all his activities. But he is 
deceived. For out of that coming defeat, which Christ in his 
strength accepts, will arise the victory over the world and 
its prince. Our Gospel reading today reminds us that there 
are two great personalities to choose from, two princes, we 
might say. Each has his own standard and each follows his 
own path. There is the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
and on the other hand there is the prince of this world. One 
is the Saviour, the other is the Destroyer. One is the Truth, 
the other is the father of lies. One is the source of Life, the 
other is the lord of death. Let us place ourselves in 
company with the faithful disciples of our Lord and choose 
him, saying with Simon Peter, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life.” Choosing Christ 
means choosing to follow his way, the way of obedience in 
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the midst of suffering and the cross. Let us listen with love 
to the words of our Master, inviting us to take up our cross 
daily and to follow him in obedience to the Father. This is 
the way to share in his victory. It is the victory of holiness 
over sin, of life over death, of Christ over Satan. 

Let us today renew our choice, the choice of our 
baptism, renouncing Satan and following Christ. 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70):8, 23 Let my mouth be 
filled with your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall 
shout for joy, when I sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect O God, restorer and lover of innocence, direct the 
hearts of your servants towards yourself, that those you 
have set free from the darkness of unbelief may never stray 
from the light of your truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 122:1-5; John 15:1-8 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the Vinedresser. 
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 
be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of 
the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
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remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a 
man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not 
remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and 
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 
and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This 
is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. (John 15:1-8) 

He is Our Life Ever since the time of the Greeks 
there have been efforts to postulate the basic components 
of matter. In the current discussion about the basic sub¬ 
atomic particles and their interaction, physicists tell us that 
there are four fundamental interactions in nature. They are 
(using their common names): the strong nuclear force (or, 
the strong interaction), electromagnetism, weak interaction 
and gravitation. The strong nuclear force (the strong 
interaction) is, at atomic scale, about 100 times stronger 
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than electromagnetism, which in turn is much stronger than 
the weak force interaction and gravitation. The strong 
nuclear force is observable in the force that binds protons 
and neutrons together to form the nucleus of an atom. It is 
also in the force, on a smaller scale, that holds what are 
called quarks together to form protons, neutrons and other 
hadron particles. Quarks are hypothesised as combining to 
form composite particles called hadrons, the most stable of 
which are protons and neutrons. The point to be noticed 
here, and the reason I mention all this, is the mutual 
dependence among the fundamental components of matter. 
Well, let us take man — modern man is especially 
conscious of his liberty, his power of independent living, 
his capacity to choose for himself. He tends to avoid 
having to depend on others or be circumscribed by them. 
He is his own man. We do depend on others, but we do not 
especially like the fact. We take pride in doing our own 
thing, in being ourselves, and we are rewarded for being 
original in our projects. Plainly, there are strengths in this 
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because we are endowed with freedom of choice and the 
power to do our own work in life. At the same time, any 
examination of the human situation makes it clear that man 
is profoundly dependent on his fellows and on the world, 
and the world is dependent on him. A striking 
manifestation of this, for the one who has accepted divine 
revelation, is the effect of Original Sin. St Paul writes that 
sin entered the world through one man, and with sin there 
came death and death has spread to the whole human race. 
The entire cosmos is caught up in a process involving the 
most fundamental interdependence, one element 
sustaining, nourishing, affecting and depending on the 
other for good or bad. This pattern is seen in the action 
among galaxies, in the relations among nations, and in the 
action among quarks. For all his sense of being an 
individual, man is essentially dependent for his proper 
functioning. 

But man is not only dependent for his ongoing needs 
and action. He is constantly dependent for his very 
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existence — which is to say, for the fact that he is not 
simply nothing. He not only breathes the air around him, 
consumes the food he needs, and is sustained constantly in 
his activity, as is every other functioning thing in the 
cosmos. He exists. He is not nothing. For the very fact of 
his being real and an objective substance he is dependent 
not just, say, on the air he breathes for it too, like him, is 
not nothing either. He is radically dependent on the one, 
necessary Source of all being which is itself not in any way 
dependent on another, and which has to be. As a matter of 
fact, all of changing, contingent, limited and material 
reality is constantly dependent, for its very being, on the 
will of the Necessary One. What I am saying is that all of 
the reality of our direct experience, be it our very selves or 
the cosmos around us, is marked by a radical dependence 
and interdependence. We all flourish in dependence on 
others, and will decline in dependence on others, and 
through it all there is our radical dependence on God the 
Creator. He is the only Being who is in no way dependent 
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on anything nor on anyone. But now, all this is just a little 
vague as it is so broad in its scenario. Is there some point 
at which we can “touch base” as it were, and connect with 
the Centre of it all? The car stops at the service station and 
refuels at the petrol pump. That is the particular point at 
which it connects with what it depends on. Is there a point 
at which we can connect with the most fundamental Source 
of our ongoing being, our life and our flourishing — 
especially our flourishing in the moral and holy life? Such 
a question brings us to our Gospel today (John 15: 1-8), for 
in it we are told of the One on whom we depend for our all. 
That One is Jesus Christ. St John writes in the Prologue of 
his Gospel that “all things were made through” the Word 
who was and is God. “In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men.” (John 1:1-4). Our Gospel today is taken 
from St John’s account of the Last Supper, and our Lord is 
explaining in simple terms our complete dependence on 
him if our lives are to bear fruit. “Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
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remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches” (John 
15:1-8). 


There appeared in our world at a certain time and in a 
certain place, and there walked among men as their Friend 
and Teacher, the One on whom all depend. The way to 
man’s salvation and his flourishing is to enter into union 
with this Man who is the eternal Son of God. In a sense, 
all has been made simple: all we must do is believe in him 
genuinely and totally, and walk the days of our life as his 
obedient and loving disciples. Our dependence is thus 
highly focused. On him do we depend as does the entire 
universe, but we must act on this fact by free choice, 
especially in respect to a holy and moral life. We and all 
the nations are called to be his disciples. Let it be so, then! 
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Second reflection: (John 15:1-8) 

“Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit 
in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing. ” 

Meaning and Work The meaning of life and of the 
world is one of the most fascinating questions in the history 
of mankind. A plant germinates and grows. It produces its 
flower and finally dies. What is the meaning of this? 
What sense is there to the appearance of this plant, and 
why has it come and gone? Many might say that there is 
no particular meaning in it, and that it has just come and 
gone as a simple fact. Well, obviously if we were to rely 
simply on our own resources we could not hope to perceive 
the entire meaning the plant might have, but we can surely 
gain some understanding just by observing what the plant 
actually does, its “work”, as we might call it. Consider 
how the plant grows and fortifies itself with the 
nourishment it draws from its environment. What does it 
succeed in doing ? It produces a beautiful flower. Perhaps 
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it also produces beautiful fruit which benefits and 
nourishes other living things. That work of its brief and 
unthinking life manifests something of its meaning and 
value. The more ultimate meaning of this we may not 
know (unless it is revealed to us) but that limited and 
obvious meaning alone is good for us to have perceived. 
Or again, consider the animal world. An animal is born, 
grows, lives its life and produces its offspring, and then 
passes away. What is the meaning of this? The entire 
meaning of it we cannot discern, but to some extent its 
meaning derives from what the animal does in its short life. 
It, for instance, produces others of its species and this alone 
gives to the animal a certain meaning and value. So then, 
we can surely say that (by analogy with human work) its 
“work” gives to it a certain meaning. That is to say, in 
non-human life we have hints of the general point that 
work is inextricably connected with meaning. 

If we turn to the human being we see this connection 
manifested much more clearly. A child is bom, grows, 
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lives out his life in a line of activity and work, and finally 
dies. What is the meaning of the brief appearance of this 
human entity? Without divine help we could not discern 
the full meaning of a human life, but just by reflecting on 
what we observe we can at least say that, to a point, the 
meaning of that life is both manifested in and derived from 
the work in life that person was able to do. As a child is 
growing we tend to ask, what will he dol A person whose 
life is drawing to a close tends to ask, what did I dol 
Every human life hinges around work, as does all of 
society, and the meaning of both an individual life and the 
life of a society is to a fair extent to be found in what is 
made of the chance to work. If a person did no work, or if 
a society worked very poorly, then we tend to think that 
there is little meaning in things there. Whereas if good 
work is done then much sense can be found in that life. 
The question is, though, what in an ultimate sense will 
constitute good work? Well, God has something to say 
about this central question, and it comes in today’s Gospel 
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passage in which our Lord describes himself as the vine 
and us as the branches (John 15:1-8). We are intended by 
God to be branches of the vine who is Christ. If we remain 
part of the vine we will bear fruit in plenty, and we are 
warned that if we cut ourselves off from him (by sin) then 
we will not be able to do anything — as far as God is 
concerned. So then, good work will come if we continue to 
live in Christ, making our home in him by keeping the 
word that he has spoken to us. Our lives will have great 
meaning if we remain in him and bear the fruit that comes 
from this. 

God intends that we bear much fruit (though he alone 
may see it) and in this way glorify him. “It is to the glory 
of my Father that you bear much fruit” (John 15:1-8). The 
ultimate meaning of our life will be that God be glorified 
by our fruitful work in life, and this will be possible only 
by living in Jesus. Let us then make our home in him, just 
as he makes his home in us, and do our work in life 
accordingly. 



1298 


Vb»©«dv 





1299 


Thursday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15:1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, 
for he has gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength 
and my might; he has become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect O God, by whose grace, though sinners, we are 
made just and, though pitiable, made blessed, stand, we 
pray, by your works, stand by your gifts, that those 
justified by faith may not lack the courage of perseverance. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:7-21; Psalm 96:l-2a, 2b-3, 10; 
John 15:9-11 

Jesus said to his disciples: As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you 
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his 
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love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete. (John 15:9-11) 

Remaining In His Love It is an ordinary fact of 
experience that if a person wishes to remain in the 
friendship of another, he has to be prepared to apologize 
for his offences. These offences may or may not be 
deliberate, but they will still offend. A mother and 
housewife has had a bad day, and is exhausted. Her 
husband arrives home after a very bad day himself, and 
irritable. He sits down for a rest, turns on the television 
and forgets the possible stress of his wife, expecting that 
she will prepare him some refreshment. They are both 
offended, and it is due to a mutual misunderstanding — but 
there is no apology from either side forthcoming. There 
are many such lost opportunities as time goes on, and the 
relationship gradually deteriorates. The apology would 
have been the occasion for a deeper love. It is so easy to 
avoid apologies, to fail to ask pardon for offences — for 
the simple reason that it requires humility. It is the same in 
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society at large. A Middle Eastern country bursts into civil 
war and that conflagration persists for the best part of a 
year. It becomes evident that each side is utterly 
intransigent. Offence after offence is committed, one side 
against the other and any thought of an apology would be 
virtually inconceivable. But how great would be the effect! 
There was a great civil war in England in the seventeenth 
century, as there was in the United States in the nineteenth. 
If human beings wish to abide in the love and friendship of 
one another, they must learn the importance of seeking 
pardon for their offences. It is impossible to avoid every 
form of offence, but it is not impossible to seek pardon 
once it is known that an offence has been given. All of this 
is meant as an introduction to something of maximum 
importance — what is required in order to abide in the love 
of God. Christ commands his disciples to abide in his love. 
But just as is the case with our fellow human beings, so too 
with God we must be ever ready to seek forgiveness for 
our offences. So important is this matter, that the seeking 
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of divine pardon features prominently in the Old Testament 
Scriptures, and is very prominent in the New. As a matter 
of fact, God has institutionalized it. At the threshold of our 
Lord’s public ministry, John the Baptist pointed him out as 
the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the 
world. Then on rising from the dead and appearing to his 
disciples that evening, our Lord gave them a share in his 
mission, together with the power to forgive sins. But for 
this, contrition is necessary. 

Seeking God’s forgiveness for our sins is necessary if 
we are to remain in the love of Jesus Christ — which is the 
goal of life. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Now remain in my love.” This involves obedience. 
“If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in 
his love.” The problem is that after our Baptism which 
unites us to Jesus Christ, which gives us a share in his 
divine life and sets us on the path to holiness, we fail to 
obey his commandments. We commit sin, we offend God, 
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and so we must seek God’s pardon for our offences. For 
this purpose, Christ has given to the Church the great 
blessing of the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, 
the Sacrament of forgiveness. Most informed Catholics 
have heard how, during the Second World War, St. 
Maximilian Kolbe crowned his heroically Christian life by 
giving his life in place of a Jewish man in a concentration 
camp. Well, a little under thirty years before Kolbe’s 
generous death, there died another Catholic priest. He 
went down on the Titanic, but what was impressive were 
his activities as the great ship prepared to sink. Father 
Thomas Roussel Davids Byles (1870-1912), an English 
convert to the Catholic Faith while a student at Oxford and 
now a diocesan priest, was on his way to America to 
celebrate the wedding Mass for his brother William. He 
said Mass on board on the day of the sinking. It seems that 
as the ship began to sink after hitting the iceberg, he moved 
about on deck from group to group giving absolution and 
encouraging all the Catholics to pray the Rosary. He heard 
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confessions and gave absolution to more than a hundred 
who remained trapped on the stern of the ship after all of 
the lifeboats had been launched. One girl survivor said the 
sailors wanted to put him into a lifeboat, but he refused, 
and went on with his work. He has three times been 
portrayed in films about the disaster. The point, though, is 
that he gave his life enabling those doomed to the waters to 
seek the pardon of God in the Sacrament of Penance. Thus 
they departed this life, remaining in the love of Christ. 
Later Fr Byles’ family had an audience with Pope Saint 
Pius X, who described him as a ‘martyr’. Father Byles, 
convert to the Catholic Faith, knew that it was an 
imperative that each member of the Church have the 
opportunity of leaving this life having sought and obtained 
the pardon of God for sin. 

This is indeed an imperative. To have confessed 
one’s sins to God, to have sought his pardon, and most of 
all to be assured by the word of the Church’s ordained 
priest that this pardon has been given — as it is in the 
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Sacrament of Penance — is the source of joy. “I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete” (John 15:9-11). The forgiveness of sins 
is a principal reason why God sent his Son to become man 
and atone for the sin of the world. It is a necessary 
condition for abiding in God’s love. Those who faced 
death on the Titanic and who heard the words of absolution 
from Father Byles knew this, as did Father Byles himself. 
Let us realize it, too. 


Second reflection: (John 15:9-11) 

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. 
Remain in my love. ” 

Foundation There once appeared in The Bulletin 
(Australia) an article on the psychoanalyst and theoretician 
Sigmund Freud, and how he stands in our day. The article 
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made the point that, despite his fame and widespread 
recognition, the details of his hypotheses have been largely 
debunked. The article on Freud reminded me that one of 
the characteristics of our secular culture has been the loss 
of insight into the foundations of life and reality. There are 
many who do not know what are the ultimate realities on 
which we should base our daily lives and for which we 
should live. Freud had his theories, Marx had his, the 
Utilitarian philosopher Peter Singer has had his, and so it 
goes on, thinker after thinker, writer after writer. The 
upshot is that many people confronted with this array of 
divergent philosophies do not know what to make of life 
and reality. They prefer to press on after more tangible and 
obvious goals. The issue of the principle and foundation of 
life and reality is left unanswered, or does not rise very 
much in their hearts. It is a feature of the profound 
relativism that marks modern thought, making it very 
difficult to believe in the possibility of objective certainty. 
One result of this confusion and uncertainty is the loss of 
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joy. True joy carries with it a sense that the joy will 
endure, but for this to happen it has to be based on real 
foundations. Whatever might be our observations on the 
character of the modem mind, the ultimate foundation of 
life and reality is very clear. It has been revealed to us 
from on high, and it is expressed in today’s Gospel (John 
15:9-11). 

The foundation of everything is the love of God. God 
is love both in respect to his inner life, and in respect to his 
love for us. Our life is meant to be based on that love and 
lived out within it. Consider our Lord’s words in respect to 
God’s inner life. He says that the Father has loved him, 
and that he remains in his Father’s love and keeps his 
commandments. So the inner life of God the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit is a life of love, One for the Other. It is 
Love that is ultimate. Love is the ultimate character of 
Being — ultimate Existence being the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. Love is the final bedrock element and it is 
everlasting and infinite. Our thought and our life ought 
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then be based on this divine love. In respect to us, our 
Lord tells us that “As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you” (John 15:9-11). This foundation of life and 
reality which is God’s love is simple, clear and profound. 
As our Lord immediately tells us, our great goal in life is to 
“remain in my love.” We ought day by day be striving to 
know the love of God and to remain in it. This path is 
accessible to the most intelligent and sophisticated, as well 
as to the uneducated. If our ambition is to remain in the 
love of God, we must keep his commandments. “If you 
keep my commandments you will remain in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in 
his love.” 

So then, let us be very clear as to what life is about, 
and let us pass this on with clarity to others. The principle 
and the foundation of life is the love of God for us, and 
life’s programme is to remain in this love by keeping 
Christ’s commandments. If we do this, joy will be ours. “I 
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have told you this so that my own joy may be in you and 
your joy be complete” (John 15:9-11). 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and 
strength and honor, alleluia. 

Collect Grant us, Lord, we pray, that, being rightly 
conformed to the paschal mysteries, what we celebrate in 
joy may protect and save us with perpetual power. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:22-31; Psalm:8-9, 10 and 12; 
John 15:12-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know his master's 
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business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father 
will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my 
command: Love each other. (John 15:12-17) 

Love It is well-known that the Christian religion 
emphasizes love for neighbour. So obvious is this that in 
the popular imagination and parlance “being a Christian,” 
or “being a very Christian sort of person” means being 
concerned for those in need and doing something 
significant about it, even at great personal cost. To say of a 
person that he “is a real Christian,” popularly means that he 
is a person who cares for those in need. All across the 
globe, Christians and Christian bodies are active in the 
compassionate service of the needy with numerous 
hospitals, educational institutions, systems of care for the 
abandoned and hopeless. In much of the popular mind, 
Christ has been overshadowed by his own teaching on care 
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for the needy, which is universally accepted as 
commending itself to the moral sense of man. Some have 
been led to think that this manifest and prominent feature 
of the teaching of Jesus Christ and of the Christian religion 
is its most distinctive element — in the sense that it is in 
this that, if anything, it is unique. This is where Christ’s 
special usefulness to mankind lay. But no. To begin with, 
this had been a major emphasis of the revelation contained 
in what the Christian calls the Old Testament — the Law, 
the Prophets, the Psalms and the Writings. When Christ 
was asked what is the great commandment of the Law, he 
answered by quoting from the Torah: to love God with all 
your heart. He then threw in a “second” (great 
commandment but not the first) which “is like it, you shall 
love your neighbour as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the law and the prophets” 
(Matthew 22:35-40). The prophets inveighed against ritual 
and sacrifices to God which neglected the poor and 
perpetrated injustice. But apart from that revelation 
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granted to the Patriarchs, the prophets and to the chosen 
people culminating in the revelation granted to man by 
Jesus Christ, there have been other great teachers of love 
for others. Confucius taught the ideal of goodness, and 
benevolence was one of the four fundamental virtues. It 
was the characteristic trait of the good man. Mencius, the 
illustrious teacher of Confucianism, has the notable 
statement that “Benevolence is man” (VII, 16). When a 
disciple asked him for a guiding principle for all conduct, 
he answered: “Is not mutual goodwill such a principle? 
What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to 
others.” 

The moral law that was revealed by God to his chosen 
people and by Jesus Christ the Son of God made man was 
not unique and new in every respect — indeed, perhaps not 
in many respects. It is the highest statement of what man is 
required to do in relation to neighbour, but it has parallels 
here and there in other religious teaching and thought. 
There have been masters who had valid insights when the 
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yardstick is taken to be that provided by Jesus Christ. As 
explained, Confucius and his disciples insisted on a high 
benevolence. Not long after Confucius, Buddha appeared 
on the scene with his doctrine designed to lead men out of 
misery into Nirvana. To cultivate benevolence towards 
men of all classes, to avoid anger and physical violence, to 
be patient under insult, to return good for evil — all this 
was inculcated in Buddhism and helped to make it one of 
the gentlest of religions. Again, in the face of the 
polytheism of his surroundings, Mahomet insisted on one 
God. There are no gods but one — Allah, and Allah 
requires justice and mercy towards others. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel passage today (John 15:12-17): 
“Jesus said to his disciples, My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command.” What Jesus Christ 
brought was the fulfilment, in himself and in his teaching, 
of the revealed Law and the Prophets. In respect to the 
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second great commandment — to love one’s neighbour as 
oneself — he brought a new standard, a new motive, and a 
newly magnificent possibility of achieving it. The 
standard for Christ’s disciples, for those who know that he 
is God the Son made man and Saviour of the world, is his 
own love for them and for all those for whose salvation he 
died on the Cross. As St Paul writes, though he was in 
state and condition divine, he did not cling to this glory but 
gave it up and became as men are, and lowlier still — even 
to death on a cross. All this he did for love of us. At the 
Last Supper, he whom his disciples called Master and 
Lord, washed their feet and instructed them to do the same 
to one another. He sets forth the standard of love and he 
himself is that standard. Christ’s disciples are to look on 
him as the embodiment of love for others, and the 
exemplar — and all nations are called to be his disciples. 

Christ is the model of charity for all mankind. He 
transcends Confucius, Buddha and all. But there is much, 
much more than this. The Good News is that Christ, our 
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exemplar is also our Saviour. That is to say, by his great 
Sacrifice of himself he has atoned for the sin of the world, 
broken its power and has given to all who accept him in 
faith the power to become children of God by a new birth. 
They are able by his grace, that grace stemming from faith 
and baptism, to grow in the love that he himself manifested 
to the heights. They share in his life of divine love by 
grace as God’s gift. This is the breakthrough, and it 
involves entry on the path to true holiness. In this is Christ 
and the religion he revealed and founded truly unique. It is 
only by his name and his redeeming grace that we are 
saved. 


Second reflection: (Acts 15:22-31) 

“It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and by 
ourselves not to saddle you ... beyond these. ” 
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The Church and The Spirit One of the most 
notable converts in the Church’s history was the great 
English theologian and writer, John Henry Newman (1801- 
1890). As the leader of the Oxford Movement within the 
Anglican Church, he set his face against what he called the 
principle of private judgment as the foundation of religion. 
Rather, he insisted, religion essentially involves authority 
and obedience. As an Anglican (after he had left behind 
his early evangelicalism) he saw this authority as 
exemplified in and stemming from the “ancient Church” of 
the first centuries. It is this early patristic Catholicism 
which, he then thought, sets a fixed standard for the Church 
of the subsequent ages. For that reason the Church of 
Rome had to be judged - he then thought - as being greatly 
corrupted, and Anglicanism as the middle and correct way. 
This is not the place to trace the path by which he came to 
see his mistake, but the starting point of his itinerary 
towards the Catholic Church was critically important. It 
was the acceptance of the divinely-granted authority of the 
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Church as foundational in the Christian religion. The next 
question was, where is that authority, possessed by Christ 
but present and exercised in his Church, now to be found? 
Just before his entry into the Catholic Church towards the 
end of 1845, he published his landmark book, The 
Development of Christian Doctrine. In it he set forth the 
principle of development in the Church’s doctrine. This 
principle accounted for the differences an observer notices 
between the doctrines and life of the Church of Rome and 
those of the ancient Church. Those differences were 
legitimate developments, and not corruptions. Newman's 
life and writings were a beacon pointing to where, and in 
what Church, Christ's authority is to be found. Newman’s 
intellectual journey led him towards what he called “the 
one true Fold.” 

The Church’s authority is illustrated and operative in 
the events narrated in our first reading today. The apostles 
and elders had gathered in council in Jerusalem to resolve 
an important dispute. It was whether the gentile converts 
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were to be saddled with all the requirements of the Mosaic 
law. This council of Jerusalem wrote that those who had 
insisted on this had “acted without any authorisation from 
us”. The appeal is not specifically to Scripture, but to the 
authority of the Church in council. Notice what the letter 
states, that “it has been decided by the Holy Spirit and by 
ourselves not to saddle you with any burden beyond these 
essentials ...” (Acts of the Apostles 15:22-31). That is to 
say, the Church gathered in council was conscious that in 
reaching their conclusion they were acting in union with 
God the Holy Spirit. Not only had they decided the matter, 
but so had the Holy Spirit. This detail is but one more in 
the many that are evident in the Acts of the Apostles and in 
the New Testament that the Church in teaching and guiding 
has the assistance of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit 
teaches and guides through the Church. To know the mind 
of Christ, Christ’s faithful must look to the Church’s living 
teaching authority. The principle of a living authority 
representing that of Christ is foundational in the Christian 
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and Catholic religion. The Church is a living teacher, 
God's living oracle. The religion of Christ's faithful 
involves authority and obedience, as Newman would put it, 
and not simply private judgment — though one’s personal 
judgment has its due place in coming to perceive this. The 
Catholic Christian looks to the teaching of the living 
contemporary Church to know the mind of Christ. The 
authority of the Church to teach and guide is exercised by 
the chief pastor and those bishops in union with him. 

For this reason every good Catholic must be, to use a 
pejorative and emotionally laden word of the immediate 
post-Reformation era, a “papist”. Pope Saint Pius X once 
wrote that it is impossible (for the Catholic) to be holy if 
one does not love the Pope. Fie was speaking of the 
Church’s members and meant in essence that Christ’s 
faithful must accept with love and religious obedience the 
authority exercised by the Church’s legitimate pastors. It is 
something that many martyrs have borne witness to by 
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their deaths. Thinking of our first reading today, let us 
make this an essential part of our Christian life and belief. 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Col 2:12 You have been buried with 
Christ in Baptism, through which you also rose again by 
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead, 
alleluia. 

Collect Almighty and eternal God, who through the 
regenerating power of Baptism have been pleased to confer 
on us heavenly life, grant, we pray, that those you render 
capable of immortality by justifying them may by your 
guidance attain the fullness of glory. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 100:lb-2, 3, 5; 
John 15:18-21 

Jesus said to his disciples, If the world hates you, keep 
in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, 
it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to 
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the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is 
why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to 
you: ‘No servant is greater than his master. ’ If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed 
my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you 
this way because of my name, for they do not know the One 
who sent me. (John 15:18-21) 

Chosen Friedrich Engels (1820-1895) was a 
German-born English industrialist, a political and social 
philosopher who forged Marxist theory alongside Karl 
Marx. At the age of 25 he published his The Condition of 
the Working Class in England (in German — and in 
English later in 1887), based on his personal observation 
and research. Three years later in 1848 he co-authored 
with Marx The Communist Manifesto. After Marx’s death 
in 1883, he organized many of Marx’s notes and published 
them as the fourth chapter of his friend’s Das Kapital. It 
seems that in religious persuasion Engels embraced an idea 
of modern pantheism, a merging of divinity with 
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progressing humanity. In one of his last letters he wrote 
that “the Hegelian idea of God has already become mine, 
and thus I am joining the ranks of the modem pantheists.” 
Both he and Marx viewed religion as the worst of 
distractions from the important business of making the 
world a better place. Famously, Marx wrote that 
“religion... is the opium of the people” (1843). Of course, 
it is true that a certain kind of religious life and attitude can 
take a person away from concern for the world. The 
thought of this brings us to our Gospel today (John 
15:18-21), in which our Lord says to his disciples that “If 
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. 
As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world.” Is Jesus Christ, then, taking his 
disciples out of the world in the sense condemned by 
Engels and his friend, Karl Marx? Indeed not — the 
depiction of religion by Marxist thought is a hopeless 
caricature. Consider a couple of modern examples of those 
whom Christ chose out of the world, and who did not 
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belong to it. They are drawn from the misery of modern 
war. Father Franz Stock was a German Army chaplain to 
Paris prisoners of the Nazis. Born in 1904, he was 
ordained a priest in 1932 by the archbishop of Paderborn. 
In 1940 he was appointed as priest for Germans in Paris, 
and the following year began work in the prisons of Paris. 
The jails of Paris during 1941-1944 held about 11,000 
prisoners, and Father Stock worked mightily for them, 
especially for those condemned to execution. After the 
liberation and now a prisoner of war, he led a prison 
seminary for German students of theology captured during 
the war. When in 1947 it was closed, 949 lecturers, priests, 
brothers and seminarists had been at the seminary. Then 
the heroic Fr. Stock suddenly died - he had worked for 
those in this world. 

Take another example of one whom Christ chose out 
of the world. It was on 2 November, 1950. Our man is 
Father Emil Kapaun, a 35-year old US Army chaplain and 
a Catholic priest from a farming village in Kansas. He was 
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in the thick of a firefight during the Korean war. Father 
Emil made a decision that led to his death by starvation. 
The American forces were overrun by Chinese soldiers 
outside a crossroads town called Unsan in North Korea. 
Lighting forest fires to frustrate US reconnaissance planes, 
the Chinese surrounded the Americans and pressed in, 
attacking with small arms, grenades and even bayonets. 
Meanwhile, Father Emil gathered the wounded in a dugout 
shelter made of logs and straw. When the American 
officers ordered the able-bodied to retreat, Father Emil 
refused to leave the wounded. As the Chinese soldiers 
began lobbing grenades into the dugout, he negotiated a 
surrender. “Father Kapaun had several chances to get out,” 
Warrant Officer John Funston later told a Catholic priest 
who collected accounts of Father Kapaun’s actions in 
Korea, “but he wouldn't take them.” His capture and 
forced march northward with hundreds of other American 
prisoners was merely the beginning of Father Kapaun’s 
trial, an ordeal that ended in his death from starvation, cold 
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and lack of basic medical care at a prison camp in North 
Korea six months later. The Church has named Emil 
Kapaun a Servant of God, the first step toward sainthood, 
and has opened a formal inquiry into whether he merits 
consideration for canonisation as a saint. When he sailed 
to Korea from an occupation base in Japan, he was a 
physically fit, hardy priest with rugged good looks. Those 
who knew him remembered him as a man's man who loved 
the rough army life, enjoyed bowling and talking sport with 
the lads, and who cared deeply for the young men under his 
care, be they Catholic, Protestant or Jewish. “He was a 
strong, holy man and he was very determined to do what 
the bishop wanted him — help the boys,” said his sister-in- 
law Helen Kapaun. The point here is that he and Franz 
Stock were chosen by Christ out of the world to belong to 
him — and precisely because they belonged to Christ, they 
dedicated themselves to those in the world and its misery. 
These two may be taken as examples of how the world 
profoundly benefits from revealed religion. 
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They were chosen out of the world by Jesus Christ to 
belong to him. By contrast, what was the result of the 
work of Marx and Engels, who lived in the world and 
belonged solely to it? The result was the plague of 
twentieth-century Communism, and forgetfulness of the 
individual man and woman amid the tremendous tides of 
ruthless decisions. It was Marx and Engels who sought the 
pie in the sky. Theirs was the opium that turned the heads 
of too many people. Others in various ways had preceded 
them, and others still will succeed them. Let us take heed 
of the lessons of history and of the timeless words of Jesus 
Christ, fie is the answer to the needs of man. From the 
core of his being, man needs Christ and his heavenly 
teaching. Let us belong to him, then - and how greatly will 
the world benefit! 
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Second reflection: (Acts 16:1-10) 

“As the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them, they 
went through Mysia and came down to Troas. ” 

The Spirit of Jesus It has been observed that 
surveys have shown that despite his awareness of being in 
possession of Revealed Truth, the average Catholic has not 
been noted for his evangelizing spirit. The average 
Catholic does not compare well in this respect with certain 
other Christian sects. Ever since the Second Vatican 
Council (and Pius XII before it), the Church has insisted 
that every member of the baptized is called to holiness and 
to participate in the mission of Christ and the Church. That 
mission was spelt out by our Lord before he ascended into 
heaven: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations”. Our Lord’s words show that God’s call to 
holiness is a call to apostolic holiness. If only every 
Catholic would take these words of our Lord to heart! 
What a sleeping giant would be roused, and what a 
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difference would be made to the Church and to the world! 
Our first reading today, from the Acts of the Apostles, 
makes it very clear that we are not alone in this 
all-important and daily mission. Christ did not entrust us 
with his command to make disciples of all the nations, and 
then leave us to our own resources. He gave us a divine 
Resource, the Resource that had been his own throughout 
his public ministry. He sent the Holy Spirit to direct and 
aid us in the great undertaking. The Acts of the Apostles is 
the inspired record of the evangelizing activity of the Holy 
Spirit, which when we read it, reminds us that we are not 
alone in this work of God. In our passage today, St Luke 
tells us that Paul and his companions were “told by the 
Holy Spirit not to preach the word in Asia.” Then when 
“they reached the frontier of Mysia they thought to cross it 
into Bithynia”, but “the Spirit of Jesus would not allow 
them” (Acts of the Apostles 16:1-10). The party went on 
to Macedonia, “convinced that God had called us to bring 
them the good news.” Why did all this happen? We are 
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not told, but one thing that is very clear from this account 
is that the Holy Spirit was directing and assisting the 
disciples of Jesus. 

The same Spirit of Jesus has been given to us for the 
same purpose. Let us then take up the work of seeking 
daily union with Jesus in his apostolic mission. We are not 
alone in this work, a work to be carried on within our 
families, among our friends and acquaintances, in the midst 
of our daily work environment, everywhere. We have a 
great Friend who accompanies us from within, a Friend 
who was with Jesus throughout his work of bearing witness 
right to the end when he offered up his life in expiation and 
in witness. Our Friend is the Spirit of Jesus and of the 
Father. He wishes to make us holy and apostolic, with the 
mind of Christ. 
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Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Sixth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 48:20 Proclaim a joyful sound 
and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The 
Lord has freed his people, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with 
heartfelt devotion these days of joy, which we keep in 
honor of the risen Lord, and that what we relive in 
remembrance we may always hold to in what we do. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 

Psalm 98:1-4; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you 
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obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his 
love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know his master's 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit —fruit that will last. Then the Father 
will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my 
command: Love each other. (John 15:9-17) 

Christ and society Our Lord tells his disciples in 
today's Gospel that “You did not choose me, no, I chose 
you; and I commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit.” 
In one of his Letters St Paul also speaks of God’s choice of 
us: “Before the world began, God chose us, chose us in 
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Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight.” That is to 
say, each of us has a calling to live in Christ and to be 
transformed into his likeness. But there is a danger that in 
appreciating that this is our individual and personal 
vocation, we could forget that society in general has this 
calling too. The whole of humanity has its vocation as 
does each individual. That vocation is to show forth the 
image of God, and by God’s grace to be transformed into 
the image of the Father’s only Son. God wants the life of 
the society in which we live to be more and more like his 
own life, the life of the Blessed Trinity. This gives to 
every member of the Church a daily mission to the society 
in which he lives. Just as there are many different 
understandings of the human person at work in society, so 
there are many different understandings of society too. 
Karl Marx had his understanding of human society, as 
expressed in his book Das Kapital. It insisted on society 
being finally classless and without religion. The result was 
atheistic communism with all the suffering that involved. 
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Adolf Hitler had a fascist notion of society and he set it out 
in his book Mein Kampf, and that understanding resulted in 
the violation of the rights of countless people, and a world 
war as well. A great contemporary threat is a certain 
notion of society drawn from and nourished by a 
fundamentalist reading of the Koran. It is opposed to 
democracy and wants all of society to be built on certain 
Islamic notions, including Shariah law. There are certain 
Western notions too of a different kind that can cause great 
harm. Generally they involve the notion of full personal 
freedom unrestricted by objective morality, intolerant of 
religion, and insisting that society allow whatever the will 
of the majority decides. And so if the majority wants to 
allow abortion on demand, then that is how society should 
go. All these understandings of society can be very 
influential in law, in the courts, in the media, and in what 
people expect and agitate for in society. 

The mission of the lay Christian is to evangelize 
society and such notions, and to win the victory for Christ. 
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What, then, is the Christian and Catholic understanding of 
society? It is based on and drawn from what Christ has 
revealed, and elucidated in the Church’s social teaching. It 
puts Christ at the centre and judges social, national, 
international and cultural life from the perspective of his 
teaching. It is this notion which we ought study, strive to 
grasp, and then bring to bear on daily life in society and its 
problems. We ought have as part of our daily mission to 
spread this understanding and to have it gradually influence 
the understanding that others have of society. Just as each 
of us is called to be like Jesus our Lord and in him to be 
like our heavenly Father, so too God intends that human 
society (which is his creation and which he sustains) 
should be more and more like the life of God the Holy 
Trinity. Not only ought it be like God, but its very life 
ought pulsate more and more with his divine life. Grace 
ought permeate not only our personal lives, but the life of 
society. Of course this is a vast subject, but it is important 
that every lay Catholic Christian whose proper ambient is 
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the world should grasp the basic point. God in Christ is the 
goal, the exemplar and the life of society, just as he is of 
individuals. An understanding of what this means in detail 
is gained by the gradual study of the Church’s social 
doctrine, and every member of the faithful ought be 
studying that doctrine. Christ is the key to the 
understanding of man and of society too. He is the light of 
the world. The life of society ought be modelled on and be 
a participation in the life of the Holy Trinity. Each 
individual and all of society, indeed all societies, have the 
vocation to be transformed by grace into the image of 
God’s Son. It is the lay faithful who have the immense 
mission to be the servants of that transformation into 
Christ, and the lay person’s daily work is the means 
whereby the Church offers that service to the world. It is 
especially the lay faithful who have the mission of bringing 
Christ to his society, to his culture, and to the world 
around. His mission is to Christianize the world. This he 
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does by means of his daily work, his friendships and his 
daily immersion in the world around him. 

Our Lord in today’s Gospel (John 15:9-17) 
commissions his disciples to go out to bear fruit that will 
last. The only lasting fruit is that which flows from the 
vine which is Christ. Let every lay member of Christ’s 
faithful strive to bring all of society into contact and full 
union with the Person and teaching of Jesus, Jesus who is 
found in his body the Church. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1877-1889 (The Person and Society) 
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Monday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the 
dead, dies now no more; death will no longer have 
dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, O merciful God, that we may experience at 
all times the fruit produced by the paschal observances. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149:1 b-6a and 9b; 
John 15:26-16:4a 

Jesus said to his disciples, When the Counsellor 
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father, he will testify about 
me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me 
from the beginning. All this I have told you so that you will 
not go astray. They will put you out of the synagogue; in 
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fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think 
he is offering a service to God. They will do such things 
because they have not known the Father or me. I have told 
you this, so that when the time comes you will remember 
that I warned you. (John 15:26-16:4a) 

The Spirit Let never be glib or casual about the 
ineffable mystery of the most Holy Trinity. In his 
Apologia pro Vita Sua (1864), Newman refers to it as “that 
fundamental truth of religion” - when referring to the early 
influence on him of Thomas Scott. The most Holy Trinity! 
Our Lord speaks of each of the three divine persons in our 
Gospel passage today, drawn from John’s account of the 
intimate yet very lengthy discourse he had with his 
disciples at the Last Supper. He speaks of the 
“Counsellor” who is the “Spirit of Truth who proceeds 
from the Father” and who will “testify” about Jesus. He 
speaks of the Father, from whom the Spirit proceeds. 
Those who persecute Christ’s disciples have not known the 
Father, he says, and that is why they think they are doing a 
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service to God. And of course, he refers to himself to 
whom the Spirit will bear witness and to whom the 
disciples must bear witness. He will send the Spirit from 
the Father. St John is showing us that the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity was plainly taught by Christ to his disciples 
— though without the technical expressions deemed 
necessary by the Church over the course of time and 
culminating in the declarations of the early Ecumenical 
Councils. The Father is God almighty. As the Father, he is 
the absolute Origin. The Son is the same God almighty, 
and is the divine Person begotten by the Father. He is the 
Son, yet is the very same in being as the Father. Then 
there is the Holy Spirit, ever exuded as their divine love, 
the unending breath of their loving sigh, the eternal 
heartbeat of their mutual affection (as we might express it). 
He is the divine Love, but he is not merely an action or the 
energy of God — he is himself the third divine Person. 
Just as the Father is God almighty, and just as the Son is 
God almighty, so the Holy Spirit, the “Counsellor”, the 
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“Spirit of Truth”, is God almighty. He is the same one and 
only God as is the Father and as is the Son. There is but 
one God, infinite in his all-holy and all-loving being. He is 
the Father, and he is the Son and he is the Holy Spirit — 
three distinct divine Persons. Yet there is but one divine 
being, and each of the divine Persons is that one divine 
being. This is the “fundamental truth of religion” — one 
God in three divine Persons. 

Consider now the Holy Spirit, and one characteristic 
of his action. As has been said, he is revealed (in the New 
Testament and in the formal teaching of the Church) as the 
great God to whom, together with the Father and the Son, 
all worship, all honour and all glory are due. Yet in a 
certain sense his mission has him in the background, not in 
importance but in apparent prominence. At the very 
forefront, of course, is our Lord Jesus Christ who is the 
image of the invisible God, and in whom is present the 
fullness of the godhead bodily. He is the full revelation of 
God to us. The promised Kingdom of God is present and 
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attained in and through him. The goal of life is to know, 
love and serve him, for the one who sees him, sees the 
Father, and no-one comes to the Father but by him. He is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. But then, of course, 
Christ points us to the Father and asks us to love and serve 
him as he does, ever praying to our heavenly Father in 
union with him. When Christ prayed, he prayed to the 
Father. When he taught us to pray, he directed us to 
address “our Father” — and gave us the great Prayer that is 
directed to the Father. From all eternity, the Father and the 
Son are in an ineffable embrace of love beyond all 
imagining and the goal of all created things, whether 
visible or invisible, is to be caught up in this wondrous 
divine life. This is the ultimate blessing of having been 
created — to be destined by God for direct union with him. 
But now, the Holy Spirit who is in very being the same as 
the Father and the Son and equally with them to be adored 
and glorified, seems (to us) to be in the background. He is 
the Love of the Father and the Son. We do not speak of the 
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Father or the Son being in an embrace of love with the 
Holy Spirit — the divine Spirit is, rather, their mutual 
Love. If we may speak with the utmost reverence for these 
mysteries, while we see in the Gospels the Son addressing 
the Father and the Father addressing the Son, we do not see 
the Father or the Son addressing the Holy Spirit. The Son 
refers to the Holy Spirit with the utmost reverence and 
expectation for his power and mission, but the Spirit seems 
in the background - as the life, the love, the power and the 
dynamism of all things divine. 

I have always felt that a notable feature in the 
appearance and activity of the Holy Spirit — ineffable God 
that he is — is his modesty, his meekness, his humility, his 
relative silence. Gentle Spirit! So powerful, so effective, 
so constant, so dependable — all he wants is for the Father 
and the Son to be glorified and loved. He works 
unceasingly in sustaining the Church in its critical work of 
bearing witness to Jesus for the sake of the salvation of all. 
The Father and the Son clearly wish us to pray earnestly to 
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the divine Spirit that we may fulfil our calling. He seems 
always in the background and pointing away from himself. 
How Jesus must love the Spirit! — for he said that anyone 
who blasphemes the Spirit will never be forgiven. Come, 
O gentle and powerful Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful! 


Second reflection: (John 15:26-16:4) 

“The Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, he 
will be my witness. And you too will be my witnesses. ” 

Witness If one approaches the matter from the 
vantage point of a student and observer of the religions of 
mankind, there is, it seems to me, one clear difference 
between the phenomenon of early Judaism and that of early 
Christianity. The difference I refer to has to do with the 
impulse to bear witness and through this witness to win 
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disciples and converts. Judaism engaged in the making of 
converts and there are references in the New Testament to 
those converts. Our Lord himself made mention of the 
proselytism conducted by Judaism. But it does not appear 
to occupy the central position it did in Christianity. Our 
Lord described his mission before Pontius Pilate precisely 
in terms of his bearing witness to the truth — the truth 
about himself and God’s saving plan. He recruited his 
disciples and in particular he chose the Twelve for them to 
be with him and to be sent out by him on mission. He 
called them “apostles”, which means “ambassadors” or 
envoys. Just before he ascended into heaven he gave his 
disciples the charge to go to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations. It is very obvious that an 
essential component of Christian discipleship is the work 
of bearing witness to Jesus, and of bringing others to belief 
in Jesus. Our Scriptural texts for today, and in particular 
our reading from the Gospel, makes all this very clear. As 
mentioned above, in his encounter with Pontius Pilate our 
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Lord described his life’s mission as bearing witness to the 
truth, and we remember how he described himself to his 
disciples as the Truth. In our Gospel today he tells his 
disciples that he is sending “the Advocate” from “the 
Father”. This Advocate is “the Spirit of truth who issues 
from the Father”. “He will be my witness” (John 
15:26-16:4). So the work of the Holy Spirit who would 
come to the Church would be to bear witness to the truth of 
Jesus. Our Lord immediately adds that “you too will be 
my witnesses, because you have been with me from the 
outset.” This is the Gospel of St John. The first reading is 
drawn from the Acts of the Apostles, written by St Luke. 
Time and again in this book, the Holy Spirit and the 
protagonists of Luke’s account are shown as bearing joint 
witness to the truth, and as together pushing ahead the 
work of bringing Jesus to the peoples. In our passage 
today Luke describes their visit to Philippi where they 
preached to the women at the riverside (Acts of the 
Apostles 16:11-15). The account narrates the effect of 
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their words on the devout Lydia who became “a true 
believer in the Lord.” 

The point here is that it is all a great work of bearing 
witness to Jesus and this work is clearly seen as essential to 
Christian discipleship. Every disciple is asked by the Lord 
to bear witness to him before others, and the Holy Spirit 
will be with him to sustain him in this work. Let us 
understand very clearly that if we wish to be disciples of 
the Master and show our love and our belief in him as 
being the truth of God, then we must take up the daily 
work of witnessing to his name before the world around us. 
Our Lord tells us in the Gospel that if we are not ashamed 
of him before men, he will not be ashamed of us before his 
heavenly Father. It requires discretion, good judgment and 
valour, and for this we have the Spirit who issues from the 
Father to help us. So then, let us begin! 
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Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty and merciful God, that we may in 
truth receive a share in the Resurrection of Christ your Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 138:1-3, 7c-8; 
John 16:5-11 

Jesus said, Now I am going to him who sent me, yet 
none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ Because I 
have said these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell 
you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will 
convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
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righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men 
do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I 
am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 
and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world 
now stands condemned. (John 16:5-11) 

The Counsellor In our Gospel passage today, our 
Lord speaks of “the Counsellor” who will come to his 
disciples after he himself goes away, back to his heavenly 
Father. This is not the first mention of “the Counsellor” in 
our Lord’s long discourse in St John’s account of the Last 
Supper. Earlier, he told his disciples that he was going 
where they could not yet come (13:33), but that he would 
“pray the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor, 
to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth” (14:16). 
What will the other Counsellor, the Spirit of truth, do for 
them? The “Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” 
(14:26). So the Counsellor is the Holy Spirit who will 
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teach the disciples all things and remind them of Christ’s 
teaching, which is the truth. This is a remarkable 
revelation. St John had been at pains to show in his Gospel 
that Jesus Christ is not only the Messiah, but the Son of 
God — in his divine nature, God’s equal. The Jews had 
attempted to stone him for these claims, and he would go to 
his death in witness to their truth. But now our Lord tells 
his disciples that he must depart in order that the 
Counsellor could come to them. “But I tell you the truth: It 
is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, 
the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you” (John 16:5-11). It is as if the point has been 
reached when the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, is more 
important than he. Christ had to go in order that the Holy 
Spirit might come and begin his work. The Holy Spirit! 
Let us go back a little, for the Gospels show that our Lord 
commonly taught out of the Scriptures. Let us refer to the 
Torah —the first five books of the Bible (the Pentateuch) 
— which was the fundamental section of the Scriptures 
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used in our Lord’s time, and by our Lord himself. It was 
commonly called “the books of Moses.” The Council of 
Trent (in Session IV of 1546), setting forth the Canon of 
the Old Testament, refers to “the five books of Moses.” In 
the Hebrew Bible (the “Law, the Prophets, the Psalms and 
the Writings”), pride of place was occupied by the Law, the 
Torah. Well, in the first book — indeed, in the first two 
sentences — there is reference to the spirit of God, the 
wind or breath of God, moving over the face of the waters 
(Gen. 1:2). Coming at the beginning of the inspired 
writings, this is significant. 

What it means is that the “spirit” of God — God’s 
presence, his power, his action, his life, his influence — 
was visualized and insisted on in divine revelation prior to 
the arrival of Jesus Christ. The “spirit” of God is seen as 
present in the most fundamental work of all — creation by 
God of everything. There was God who creates, there was 
the word he uttered in creating, and there was his “spirit” 
or breath moving over the waters prior to his creative 
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action. It vaguely suggests that the breath of God, as with 
his word, played a part in his making of the world. The 
first account of the creation of the things that make up the 
world (in ch.l) stresses the repeated utterance of God’s 
creative word. The second account (beginning at 2:4) of 
creation, focusing more amply on man, stresses the breath 
of God. It is God’s breath that brings man into being: 
“then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being” (2:7). The creation of the world 
and of man is the work of God, and God does his work 
through his word and his breath. There are numerous 
other references to the word of God and to the spirit of God 
throughout the Old Testament, and the keynotes are given 
right at the beginning in the accounts of creation. At the 
beginning of the Gospels, we are presented with the figure 
of John the Baptist. The word of God came upon John in 
the wilderness (Luke 3:2), and he promises that the mighty 
One who is coming will baptize with the Holy Spirit and 
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with fire (Luke 3:16). In our Gospel today, Christ, whom 
John has taught to be the Word, promises that he will ask 
the Father and he will send the other Counsellor, the Floly 
Spirit, to be with them. There are two accounts, it would 
seem, of Christ’s gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. 
There is the account by John in his Gospel — our Lord 
confers the Holy Spirit on his disciples the evening of the 
day he rose from the dead. Significantly, he “breathes” on 
them (John 20:22). The Holy Spirit is the breath of Jesus 
Christ, suggesting a new creation paralleling the breath of 
God creating Adam from the dust (Genesis 2:7). In Luke’s 
account the Holy Spirit is a “mighty wind” who, at 
Pentecost, creates the Church and brings it to birth by his 
filling the disciples with his presence (Acts 2:2-3). It is a 
new act of creation, the fulfilment of the breath or wind of 
God moving over the waters at creation (Genesis 1:2). 

What is most notable about our Lord’s teaching is that 
the breath or wind of God is a Person. “When he comes, 
he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
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righteousness and judgment.” The “spirit” of God turns out 
to be far, far more than the divine presence, action, energy, 
breath and transforming power. He is a distinct Person, 
and the one God himself, just as truly as is Jesus himself, 
and just as truly as is the Father of Jesus Christ. Indeed, 
our passage today suggests that in some mysterious way 
Jesus must give way to the Spirit of God. The time has 
come for him to return to the Father so that the Counsellor 
may come. It is critical that he go, because if he does not, 
the divine Counsellor will not come to them. Let us love 
the Spirit of God, and ask that he, the Counsellor, abide 
with us always. 



1356 


Second reflection: (Acts 16:22-34) 

“The gaoler called for lights ... and escorted them out, 
saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved? ” 

Being Ready There are several details in our 
passage today from the Acts which are a little miraculous. 
There is the earthquake, there is the sudden opening of the 
prison doors and there is the unlocking of the prisoners’ 
chains. There is also the gaoler’s taking Paul and Silas to 
his home and his whole family being converted. The 
reader would spontaneously wonder how he subsequently 
got on with his superiors back at the prison. But perhaps 
the most thought-provoking part of the story of the gaoler’s 
conversion is his response to Paul shouting to him not to 
harm himself, for they were still at the prison. The gaoler 
“called for lights, then rushed in, threw himself trembling 
at the feet of Paul and Silas, and escorted them out, saying, 
‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”’ (Acts 16:22-34). He 
had been on the verge of committing suicide, and now he 
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wanted to know how he could be saved. Once told what he 
had to do, he responded fully — together with his family. 
In the gaoler’s sudden crisis, we are reminded on the one 
hand that there is no circumstance in life from which God 
is absent, and which his providence is unable to turn to our 
account. Further, the gaoler’s question indicates his true 
readiness for the faith in some sense. We are led to think 
of the readiness to believe and to respond to God that ought 
be present and then brought to the surface of a person’s life 
by any occasion God chooses to allow. The gaoler had 
that readiness, and in this he is an example for us all. 
Many in the Scriptures did not have this readiness when the 
crisis came. In that, they are a warning. 

Our Lord on various occasions told his disciples and 
his hearers that they must be on the watch, because they 
knew neither the day nor the hour of the Master’s coming. 
The Master comes by grace, he comes in various events, he 
comes at death, and any of these comings can be sudden 
and are part of the providence of God. They require a 
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readiness on our part to accept God’s will in faith, and to 
believe. We must strive to be ever ready for his coming. It 
has often been said that we ought live each day as if it were 
our last and only day. That thought ought make us ready 
and concentrate our minds on the one thing that is 
necessary in the many things that make up a life, and 
indeed that make up every day. That one necessary reality 
is the Person of Christ. Who, then, can help us live with 
this constant nearness to God and readiness for whatever 
he disposes? In our Gospel today our Lord, speaking of the 
Holy Spirit, tells his disciples that “it is for your own good 
that I am going, because unless I go, the Advocate will not 
come to you: but if I go, I will send him to you” (John 
16:5-11). The Holy Spirit is the source of our hope and our 
strength, and by his grace we shall be able to maintain a 
constant intercourse with God in a busy life, ever ready for 
his inspirations, ever ready for his lights and his calls, ever 
ready for what he allows. He is our constant Friend and 
Guide amid the ups and downs of life, and he will enable 
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us to turn every occasion into an opportunity to respond 
wholeheartedly in the way that will please God. 

Our gaoler of the first reading provides us with an 
example of these things, and our Lord’s words in the 
Gospel remind us of the Spirit of God who is our great 
Resource. “Come Holy Spirit”. Let us pray this prayer so 
as to be ever ready when the Master comes. 
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Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 50; 22 (21):23 I will 
praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your 
name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, as we celebrate in 
mystery the solemnities of your Son's Resurrection, so, too, 
we may be worthy to rejoice at his coming with all the 
Saints. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Psalm 148:1-2, 11- 
14; John 16:12-15 

Jesus said to his disciples, I have much more to say to 
you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he 
will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me 
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by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said 
the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to 
you. (John 16:12-15) 

The Truth There are many absolutely distinctive 
traits that mark of the human being from other conscious 
creatures. He can think abstractly and can reason from 
what he knows to knowing something new. He is aware 
that there is a right and a wrong, and to a fair degree he is 
able to work out what this means in the concrete. He is 
able freely to choose to do what is right or what is wrong, 
although as it turns out he is seriously hampered in his 
capacity to do what he knows to be right, and he inclines to 
do what is wrong. That is to say, he is capable of a moral 
life — he is not merely governed by instincts, natural 
urges, environment, upbringing and other factors external 
to his power to choose. He knows of the Supernatural and 
his life can include religion — and it normally does. But 
perhaps we could say that the most fundamental of man’s 
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features is his power to know the truth, to choose to live by 
it, and to reject error. Further, he can see that he is morally 
obliged to do this. That is to say, his conscience requires 
of him that he freely choose to accept and adhere to what is 
true and to reject what is false. This issue appeared even in 
the beginning. In this regard, one of the useful things 
about studying the myths of man’s origins is that it brings 
one into contact with what human traditions consider to be 
important from the outset. For instance, the study of the 
Australian Aboriginal Dreaming helps us see what are the 
primordial issues, the fundamental matters of human life, 
according to traditional Aboriginal culture. The origin and 
constant renewal of the world’s (and the clan’s) form and 
fruitfulness and fertility is fundamental. Indeed, creation is 
a primary issue among the many myths of the beginnings. 
It is especially primary in the divinely-revealed account of 
the beginnings as set forth in the inspired Hebrew Torah. 
In the first few chapters of the Book of Genesis, we have at 
least two accounts of the beginnings: the one and only God 
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created the world and man. The first spoken words are 
those of God: he creates the world and man, breathing into 
man his life (ch. 1-2). Now, what is interesting is the 
account of man’s conversations once he was created. His 
first conversation is with the Serpent, or the Shining One 
(ch.3), and it is the Serpent who begins the discussion. 
This is the first dialogue of the Holy Scriptures (if we 
exclude the verse in which God says, “let us make man” 1: 
26) and it is between man and one who is not God’s friend, 
though God has made him (3:1). The issue in this first 
dialogue is the truth. 

The Serpent addresses the Woman, and he insinuates 
immediately that what God has said to her is false. “Did 
God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden’?” 
(3:1). He has misrepresented God’s command, 
exaggerating its scope so as to make it appear utterly 
unreasonable. The Woman does not accede to that, and 
explains what God had actually said — and in the process 
explains the divine penalty that will come from 
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disobedience. That gives the Serpent his chance to 
contradict God and to accuse him of falsehood and sin. 
“But the Serpent said to the Woman, ‘You will not die. 
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil”’ 
(3:4-5). That is to say, God is jealous and he is not truthful 
— he is like the Serpent himself. The Serpent cunningly 
poses as a good and truthful friend to the Woman, for he is 
“more cunning than any other wild creature that the Lord 
God had made” (3:1). The entire issue is the truth. The 
Woman knows the truth, for God told her the truth. From 
God comes the truth, and if man adheres to the truth he will 
live, and if he does not he will die. The primordial 
temptation for man is the temptation knowingly to accept 
lies and to think that God is not truthful. To do this, to fall 
into this sin, is and was man’s undoing. His flourishing 
depends on his willing acceptance of the truth and his firm 
adherence to it. Truth, then, is a cosmic and all- 
encompassing matter, and all hangs in the balance of the 



1365 


recognition and acceptance of the truth by man, who is the 
steward of God’s creation. The Original Sin of man was 
his knowing acceptance of a lie about God and his plan for 
man, and his acting in accord with that lie. He fell, and 
great was the fall thereof, reflecting the earlier fall of the 
Serpent himself who chose the path of lies. Our Lord 
described him (that “ancient serpent, who is the Devil and 
Satan” - Revelation 20:2), as a liar and a murderer from 
the beginning. Lies and falsehoods lead to death, while the 
truth — specifically the truth that comes from God — leads 
to life. This leads to our Gospel today (John 16:12-15), in 
which our Lord speaks of the Gift that is coming. It is the 
Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit, who will bring the disciples 
to the truth and remind them of what he, Jesus, has told 
them. When “he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth.” 

In our Gospel today, our Lord sets forth what marks 
the new beginning. It is the coming of the “Spirit of truth.” 
Let us commit ourselves to the truth and resolve to live by 
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it. Supremely, this is the truth revealed by God. 
Specifically, it is the truth revealed in the Person of Jesus 
Christ and his teaching: I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, he said. He sends to us his own divine Spirit, and 
“He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will 
bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making 
it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine.” 
Come, Holy Spirit! Let us pray that the Spirit of truth may 
abide with us and guide us! 
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Thursday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20 O God, when 
you went forth before your people, marching with them 
and living among them, the earth trembled, heavens poured 
down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who made your people partakers in your 
redemption, grant, we pray, that we may perpetually render 
thanks for the Resurrection of the Lord. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:1-8; Psalm 98:1-4; John 16:16-20 

Jesus said to his disciples, In a little while you will see 
me no more, and then after a little while you will see me. 
Some of his disciples said to one another, What does he 
mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, 
and then after a little while you will see me, ’ and ‘Because 
I am going to the Father ’? They kept asking, What does he 
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mean by ‘a little while’? We don't understand what he is 
saying. Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, 
so he said to them, Are you asking one another what I 
meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no 
more, and then after a little while you will see me’? I tell 
you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world 
rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 
(John 16:16-20) 

Seeing Jesus There are many things of great 
importance to us which we take for granted. One is the 
place occupied in our lives by sight — especially the sight 
of things or persons we are fond of. There was once a 
television report of a government policy to assist the 
elderly and infirm in being able to remain at home rather 
than having to go into nursing homes. It showed one 
elderly gentleman who hated the thought of having to leave 
his home, full as it was of his books, his memorabilia, and 
other things such as his beloved dog. He said that he 
wanted to be able every day to see all these things. They 



1369 


constituted his life to that point, and it would have made 
his life very difficult if he were not able to see them around 
him. Much more is this the case with persons we love — 
we long to see them. A father and husband is away on 
military duty and he longs to be able to see his wife and 
children, and they long to see him. It is a high point when 
he returns and they see one another again. All this is very 
human, and we discover that it has an important place in 
revealed religion. In the Prologue of St John’s Gospel, the 
Word of God is described as the Light of men — that Light 
is the Life of men. Light is a significant image: it enables a 
person to see, and a person who is bereft of light is in a 
serious position. Indeed, it can be life-threatening — to 
begin with, light is necessary to gain one’s livelihood. The 
Word of God is the Light that brings life. This Light was 
coming into the world — and, John tells us, “we have 
beheld his glory, glory as of the only son from the Father” 
(John 1:14). The sight of the glory of the Word made 
flesh, of him who is the only Son of the Father, is the high 
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point of the Prologue, which is an overview and an 
introduction to what is coming in the Gospel. No one has 
ever seen God, but in seeing the Son, we come to know the 
God who sent him (1:18). Then, following the Prologue, 
John the Baptist sees Jesus, and he tells others to look on 
him, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world” (1:29). The next day, John tells his disciples to 
look on the Lamb of God — and with that two of them 
leave for Jesus. They followed Jesus, and at his invitation, 
they “came and saw where he stayed” (1:35-39). They 
saw. 


When Philip met Nathanael, he invited him to come 
and see Jesus (John 1:46). When he did so, Christ 
promised him that he would see great things. He would see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of man (1:50-51). Let us take all 
this as something of an introduction to our Gospel passage 
today, in which our Lord promises that his disciples would 
see him again. “Jesus said to his disciples, In a little while 
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you will see me no more, and then after a little while you 
will see me” (John 16:16-20). The high point is to see 
Jesus. The principal loss is not to see him, and the high 
moment will be to see him again. The disciples could not 
understand what our Lord was referring to: “Some of his 
disciples said to one another, What does he mean by 
saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then 
after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am 
going to the Father’? They kept asking, What does he 
mean by ‘a little while’? We don't understand what he is 
saying.” There are many indications in the Gospels of their 
failure to understand and accept his warnings that he would 
be rejected, put to death, and then rise again. Our Lord is 
repeating this point, obviously. They would soon see him, 
risen from the dead. Doubtless, he was also referring to his 
invisible presence in the Church by the power of the Holy 
Spirit following Pentecost. He would be with them then. 
Our Lord also speaks of those who love him and keep his 
word. His promise to them clearly includes their “seeing” 
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him — by faith. “He who has my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him” (John 14:21). So Christ will 
“manifest” himself to the one who keeps his word. 
Because of this manifestation, the one who believes in 
Christ will “see” him — by faith. Christ proceeds to stress 
this point: “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and 
my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him” (14:23). In this way, too, we 
“see” Jesus and the Father by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
By the indwelling of the Holy Trinity within our hearts by 
grace, we are able to gaze with the eyes of faith on the 
Lord God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Of course, the faithful Christian will see Jesus at the 
end when life reaches its end, and he is judged worthy of a 
place in the other world. He will see Jesus when he comes 
again at the very end to judge all the living and the dead. 
The aim of all existence is to see Jesus and to be with him 



1373 


forever. The aim of life is to know, love and serve God in 
this life, so as to see and enjoy him forever in heaven. 
When Christ promises that his disciples will see him again, 
he is speaking of the immediate future following his 
Resurrection from the dead, but he is also speaking of the 
aim and climax of all of life and existence. Let us keep this 
great goal before us, of seeing Jesus and being with him 
forever. 


Second reflection: (Acts 18:1-8) 

“Crispus, president of the synagogue, and his whole 
household, all became believers. ” 

St Paul Our first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles today presents us with St Paul in Corinth. His 
zeal and perseverance in proclaiming the news about Jesus 
being the promised Messiah shines through in the account. 
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He works for his living as a tentmaker, and “every Sabbath 
he used to hold debates in the synagogues, trying to 
convert Jews as well as Greeks”. Then when his helpers 
Silas and Timothy arrived he devoted himself full-time to 
the work. Finally his audience turned against him and Paul 
told them he was turning to the pagans “with a clear 
conscience” for he had done for them all he could. We are 
told that “Crispus, president of the synagogue, and his 
whole household, all became believers in the Lord. A great 
many Corinthians who had heard him became believers 
and were baptized” (Acts of the Apostles 18:1-8). Clearly, 
Paul’s learning, his genuineness, and his love won the 
hearts and minds of his converts. For those who were 
properly disposed, he was convincing. 

Paul is surely an example and an inspiration for every 
member of the Church down through the ages, including 
our own. Thinking of him we are led to ask ourselves, how 
can I be an effective witness to the truth about Jesus in my 
everyday life? Like St Paul we must all our lives be 
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endeavouring to know well Christian doctrine as it comes 
to us in the Church’s teaching. If we do not know it, we 
shall be unable to transmit and talk about it. Like St Paul 
we must be constantly growing in our love for Christ and 
his message, for if we do not have the Person of the Lord at 
heart, how will we have the interest to bring him to others 
when there is the opportunity? We must cultivate the 
prudence and the discretion to know when there is the 
proper moment to say the right word and how to give an 
adequate answer. Above all we need courage and 
perseverance in the face of lack of interest and even 
ridicule. It takes courage to speak of Christ and his 
revelation in the face of a stony silence, incomprehension, 
or a silent mirth and scepticism. 

Time is ever passing and while Christ our Lord has 
passed from our visible sight, the day will arrive when he 
will come again. In our Gospel passage today (John 16:16- 
20), our Lord solemnly tells his disciples that “in a short 
time you will no longer see me, and then a short time later 
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you will see me again.” Every member of the Church must 
regard the work of witness to Jesus as an essential part of 
discipleship. So let us by our daily witness to him prepare 
for his coming. When our time comes to pass from this 
world to the next, all we can take with us is our love for 
Jesus, and the souls we have drawn to the love of him. 
Every day counts in this work, and St Paul is a shining 
example for us. 


Vb»©«dv 





1377 


Friday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, 
Lord, by your Blood from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, and have made us into a kingdom, 
priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the 
Resurrection of Christ, raise us up, we pray, to the author 
of our salvation, who is seated at your right hand, so that, 
when our Savior comes again in majesty, those you have 
given new birth in Baptism may be clothed with blessed 
immortality. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:9-18; Psalm 47:2-7; 

John 16:20-23 

Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, you will 
weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, 
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but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a 
child has pain because her time has come; but when her 
baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that 
a child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your 
time of grief but I will see you again and you will rejoice, 
and no-one will take away your joy. In that day you will no 
longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name. (John 16:20-23) 

Joy The prospect of joy resonates profoundly in the 
heart of man because he manifestly yearns for joy. We 
recognize that something is wrong with the person who 
does not wish for joy in his or her life. The question is, 
what is true joy, and how is it to be attained? A person’s 
idea of joy will involve unformulated expectations and 
hidden notions, and, deriving from this, practical 
judgments as to how joy is to be attained. Without 
considering the matter philosophically, let us say that, 
broadly speaking, joy is commonly considered to be a 
feeling of happiness coming from various sources such as 
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success, good fortune or a sense of well-being. Many 
would use such words for it as bliss, or delight, or 
enjoyment or some word denoting mere pleasure — to use 
a just few possible expressions. Some might say that 
fishing is one of the “joys” of life. Others that his or her 
greatest “joy” is to produce a true work of art such as a 
painting or a literary piece. Others would say that the 
greatest of life’s joys is to have a suitable partner in 
marriage, and then a successful marriage with that person. 
Someone else may say that his daily “joy” is to have a 
glass of the best champagne at the end of a stressful day of 
work. Clearly, the question is an important one. If it is 
granted that each person yearns for joy and should seek it 
and find it, then an enduringly false notion of what 
constitutes joy in life will lead to profound frustration. For 
instance, a person may think that joy will come from some 
great sensual pleasure alone. He will, upon seeking and 
even attaining this repeatedly, eventually experience 
frustration and perhaps ruin. So significant is this question, 
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that the attainment of joy is a defining issue in the religions 
of man — which is to say that the answers that the 
religions of man give to the question of the attainment of 
joy will mark off one religion from another. Buddhism has 
its answer. Confucianism had its answer. It is perennially 
one of the burning and undying questions of the ages, and 
if a philosophy or religion were to have little to say about 
this, that system would be of little use to the spirit and 
heart of man. All this brings us to our Gospel today, for in 
it our Lord refers to joy: “Now is your time of grief, but I 
will see you again and you will rejoice, and no-one will 
take away your joy” (John 16:20-23). 

Christ wishes us to have joy. Revealed religion is not 
a religion that promises all kinds of pleasures — for what 
religion will promise this? It does promise joy, but a joy 
which does not take away suffering from this life. Christ 
was hardly joyless — his joy is manifest across the pages 
of the Gospels. But his was a path of suffering. So what is 
the joy of Christ which he promises us? Some of the best 
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joys experienced by the human being give us a clue to what 
Jesus Christ promises his disciples. The greatest joys have 
to do with friendship and love. It appears in Sacred 
Scripture — take, for example, the friendship between 
Jonathan and David. It is sung in the lyrics and ballads of 
human culture. What will give more natural joy to a 
person than the love he has and receives from his faithful 
spouse? What will give greater unhappiness than the loss 
or ruin of this? God reveals his love for his chosen people 
in precisely these terms. He is the Husband of his chosen 
people. In the prophets, the chosen people is described as 
the Spouse of Yahweh. Their happiness will be found in 
fidelity to God and his covenant, and their misery will 
issue from their infidelity. John the Baptist described Jesus 
Christ as the Bridegroom, and himself as the friend of the 
Bridegroom. Our Lord himself, in speaking to John’s 
disciples, described himself as the Bridegroom. This is the 
imagery of love. The life of God’s chosen people finds its 
fulfilment in love for the Bridegroom. All of this gives us 
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the clue to the distinctive kind of joy which the revealed 
religion of Israel, and then of its fulfilment in Jesus Christ, 
promises. It is the joy of love — love between God’s 
chosen ones considered both individually and as a people, 
and God himself. The joy which Christ himself promises 
is that between himself and those who take up the 
invitation to follow him as his disciples. They will never 
be separated from him, no matter what may come as a 
result of this discipleship. So it is that our Lord in today’s 
Gospel promises that though his disciples are grieving at 
the thought of their separation from him, they will rejoice 
because he will come back to them. They will never be 
separated from him after that — and then “no-one will take 
away your joy.” On rising from the dead, our Lord showed 
himself to his disciples. They knew that nothing could 
separate them from him, and that in his body the Church he 
would be with them to the end. 

Discipleship brings joy, and the more one is a disciple 
of Jesus Christ in faith, hope and love, the greater and more 
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unconquerable will be the joy. Just before Christ ascended 
into heaven, he told his disciples to go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all the nations. This, then, is God’s 
plan for mankind’s joy. The human race and human 
society will find its true happiness in being a faithful and 
loving disciple of Jesus Christ — and the mark of his 
disciples is to do what he has commanded. All of this is 
summarized in the Beatitudes: Happy are the poor in spirit. 
Happy are the pure of heart. Happy will be those who put 
on the mind of Jesus Christ and follow him in love to the 
end. 


Second reflection: (John 16:20-23) 

“I shall see you again, and your hearts will be full of 
joy, and that joy no one will take from you. ” 
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Happiness There are many ways of looking at a 
human life and many ways of assessing it. One of the most 
common is simply in terms of happiness. A person can 
pass through life genuinely happy, and when this is seen it 
carries a great power of attraction. A happy person is an 
attractive person. On the other hand a person for one 
reason or another can go through life largely bereft of 
happiness and never finding his way to gaining it. Most 
would look on such a life as somewhat tragic. Of course, 
just what constitutes true happiness is another matter, and 
we all recognise that a person can be happy for all the 
wrong reasons. His happiness could be a very false one 
because it springs from the possession of things that are of 
little true value, or even simply bad. On the other hand a 
person’s life could be full of difficulty and even disaster, 
and yet he has found the secret to a happiness based on a 
much deeper perspective into the reality of his condition. 
This form of happiness is especially impressive and 
convincing. So it is not hard to see on the one hand that 
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true happiness is not the same as pleasure or the absence of 
difficulty, and on the other that in some sense life is meant 
to be happy. The religious person has the sense that God 
means life to be happy. But what happiness is here on 
earth, and how to attain it, is the challenge. 

In our Gospel today our Lord speaks of joy. The 
context of his remarks is the Last Supper during which he 
tells his disciples that he is about to be taken from them. 
He predicts that they “will be weeping and wailing, while 
the world will rejoice”, and he says elsewhere during the 
Last Supper that the “prince” of this world was on his way 
— and this prince would be one of those rejoicing. But 
while “you will be sorrowful”, “your sorrow will turn to 
joy.” He uses the image of the mother who gives birth to 
her child and her suffering is transformed into joy. Clearly 
our Lord is in the first instance referring to his coming 
passion, death and resurrection. “So it is with you: you are 
sad now, but I shall see you again, and your hearts will be 
full of joy.” But our Lord’s promise of the joy that is 
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coming transcends the particular moment when they will 
see him risen. It will be a permanent joy proper to the 
disciple of Christ, for, he says, “that joy no one shall take 
from you” (John 16:20-23). So then, our Lord intends to 
bring us a permanent joy, and he expects us to accept it and 
live it. He does not want to see any of his disciples living 
an unhappy life, and if any of them do, there is something 
unsatisfactory and immature about their spiritual life. Let 
the disciple of Christ live in the light of his risen reality, 
ever conscious of the heavenly blessings that have come 
from him. 

In Christ, let our joy remain despite the presence of 
what would otherwise make us sad. Our Lord intends that 
we live, in faith, with this well-founded and secure joy in 
him and in his word. Let us resolve to live in the joy of the 
Lord. In one of his Letters St Paul tells us: “Rejoice in the 
Lord always, again I say, rejoice.” St Paul frames this as a 
directive, not just as an invitation. Christian joy in the 
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midst of a broken human condition is incumbent on the 
Christian and it bears a wonderful witness to the Gospel. 
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Saturday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, 
proclaim the mighty works of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, whose Son, at his Ascension to the 
heavens, was pleased to promise the Holy Spirit to the 
Apostles, grant, we pray, that, just as they received 
manifold gifts of heavenly teaching, so on us, too, you may 
bestow spiritual gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 47:2-3, 8-10; 
John 16:23b-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, my 
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until 
now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and 
you will receive, and your joy will be complete. Though I 
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have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I 
will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you 
plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my 
name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your 
behalf. No, the Father himself loves you because you have 
loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came 
from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving 
the world and going back to the Father. (John 16:23b-28) 

Prayer and Suffering Why do bad things happen 
to good people? Why do these bad things happen to me 
and my family? One answer to this comes from those who 
think that the world is all that there is, and that the world 
has its laws that do their inexorable work. Bad things 
happen to good people because those good people get 
caught in the natural crossfire of the countless dynamics of 
the universe. They happen to be in the wrong place at the 
wrong time, or are themselves the product of natural 
coincidences. If science had all the information, it could 
explain everything without God, including all our bad luck. 
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That is one reply to the pressing problem for an 
explanation of evil in my life. But this is not convincing to 
a lot of people. It starts with the assumption that there is 
no God. But we must surely ask of this assumption, If the 
world is all that there is, how is it that there is a world 
(with me in it), anyway? If science presumes to answer 
this question with an empirical answer — such as the 
hypothesis of the Big Bang — well, how is it that there 
was, let us say, the Big Bang? If it is proposed that prior to 
the Big Bang there was a vacuum seething with particles 
and antiparticles, a primordial quantum fluctuation from 
which came the Big Bang, the question remains 
unanswered. Each of these primordial elements cry out for 
a causal explanation. Why is there something rather than 
nothing, and how did something come from nothing? As 
David Albert (in The New York Times, Sunday Book 
Review, March 23, 2012) wrote: “Where, for starters, are 
the laws of quantum mechanics themselves supposed to 
have come from?” Quantum field theories do not explain 
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where those fields come from, nor “of why the world 
should have consisted of the particular kinds of fields it 
does, or of why it should have consisted of fields at all, or 
of why there should have been a world in the first place.” 
No, it will not do. Amid the experience of evil and 
suffering, mankind has still usually settled into a belief in 
the Supernatural. That Supernatural is normally viewed as 
existing and as having some control over things. It is good 
in some sense, and to it men pray for assistance in dealing 
with evil and suffering. The more pressing problem for the 
believer is that of evil. It confronts the one who accepts the 
revealed religion of Abraham, Moses and Jesus Christ. 
Granted almighty God, the God of holiness and love, why 
are these things happening to mel 

The problem becomes acute when the religious person 
prays to the almighty and all-holy God for relief from a 
continuing and crushing burden, and nothing seems to 
happen. A couple lives their Catholic faith faithfully 
according to all the usual criteria. They frequent Mass 
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every Sunday and whenever they can on other occasions. 
Within their family life they observe devotional practices 
approved by the Church. They pray daily. But they have a 
terrible burden — one of their children suffers a terrible 
affliction and their prayers for his recovery from this are 
long-standing and unceasing. But there is no apparent 
answer. They are desperate, but still there is no apparent 
answer. They enlist the prayers of their own parish priest, 
but still there is no apparent answer. They are secretly 
tempted to give up on prayer, and without formally 
intending it in a fully deliberate sense, to give up a little on 
God. That is the temptation. Because of the evil in their 
life, they are tempted against faith. It is not a temptation to 
atheism as such (which is the temptation of some, a 
temptation to which some accede). It is a temptation not to 
abandon God, but to rely less on him than hitherto. It may 
seem to them not to be a serious step, but it is, because in 
fact we depend completely on God as his creatures and as 
his children by Baptism. Further, he is in fact almighty, 
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all-holy, all-loving, all-wise. We should, therefore, rely on 
him completely. The temptation to unbelief is, for such 
persons, a temptation to recede from a total dependence on 
God our Father and Creator. The temptation, in effect, is to 
slip from the full acceptance of divine revelation. This is 
because of the problem of evil and suffering and God’s 
apparent allowance of this situation to continue unabated 
despite fervent prayer to him for relief from it. 
Appearances seem to indicate that what Jesus Christ has 
revealed about God is not true — such is the insidious, 
secret, unmasked temptation. This is the whisper of the 
Serpent. God is not God after all. There are other gods, 
and they are worth trying out. There is no use in 
continuing to pray fervently to this so-called almighty God. 
It is useless — the facts prove it. Indeed, this insinuating 
temptation lays the door ajar for another world-view, the 
secularist one. All that there is, is this world with its laws 
and the only hope is to master the laws of nature. 
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Believers do not usually go this far down the road, but 
such thoughts can be secretly entertained, to the detriment 
of the precious gift of their divine faith. It is imperative 
that such temptations not be entertained, and that the 
Serpent be recognized. Our faith is in the Person of Jesus 
Christ and his divine teaching. All of this brings us to our 
Gospel today: “I tell you the truth, my Father will give you 
whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not 
asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, 
and your joy will be complete” (John 16:23b-28). Nothing 
is impossible for God, and our Lord has told us to pray 
always and never to lose heart (Luke 18:1). God is all¬ 
wise, and he knows how best to answer our unremitting 
prayer. Let us never give up on the word of Jesus Christ! 
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Second reflection: (John 16:23-28) 

“Ask and you will receive, and so your joy will be 
complete. ” 

Work Our first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles describes the constant work of Paul and the 
missionaries of the infant Church. They worked, they 
worked for God, and they worked well. One of the deepest 
of man’s natural desires is to work. The lack of it leads to 
great problems in the life of an individual, and in society. 
Amid all the troubles that wracked the beginnings of East 
Timor as an independent nation was the lack of work. 
Again, one of the problems in the Australian aboriginal 
population (during one extended period) was, according to 
many experts, the lack of a culture of work due to the 
prevalence of welfare. Whether that is correct or not is not 
the point here. The point is that man both needs to work, 
and desires to work. There are other desires he has that 
conflict with this need such as the desire for ease, but his 
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need for work remains. If he can orient himself towards 
self-sacrificing work in service of God and of others, this 
work will bring him great happiness. His work will give 
his life meaning, and society will be the beneficiary. All 
this we can see simply by ordinary common sense and 
mature reflection. Further, we are called not just to work 
well, but to sanctify our work. 

In our Gospel passage today from St John our Lord 
makes a most consoling promise to us. He says to his 
disciples: “I tell you most solemnly, anything you ask for 
from the Father, he will grant in my name. Until now you 
have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will 
receive, and so your joy will be complete” (John 16:23-28). 
Now, if there is not much prayer of petition in our life it 
could be that deep down we do not really believe our Lord 
in what he is promising here. What of our work in life? 
Our work is a great reason for prayer, a reason to be 
sending petition after petition to the throne of the most 
High. We are here on earth to do our work and we ought 
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work well and in a way that is pleasing to God. Let us then 
pray for the objects of our work, the services we are 
attempting to provide by means of our work and the 
persons whom we are endeavouring to serve in our work. 
Our prayer ought be accompanying our work to ensure that 
we are doing the work God wants us to do and to ensure 
we do it in a way that is pleasing to him. All too often we 
work on our own without calling on God for his help. 
Rather, by our constant prayer let us win the grace to be 
persevering and thorough in our work and to remain close 
to God in the midst of it. 

Work is a principal means of sanctification and 
flourishing. By means of the prayer of petition we can 
sanctify our work, and thus sanctify others and be 
sanctified ourselves. Let us begin each day eagerly taking 
up the work God has placed before us, and accompany it 
with constant prayer that God will bless our efforts in a 
way that will contribute to his plan. 
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Seventh Week of Eastertide 

The Ascension of the Lord 


At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 68 (67):33, 35 You kingdoms of 
the earth, sing to God; praise the Lord, who ascends above 
the highest heavens; his majesty and might are in the skies, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, whose Son today ascended to the heavens 
as the Apostles looked on, grant, we pray, that, in 
accordance with his promise, we may be worthy for him to 
live with us always on earth, and we with him in heaven. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:11 Men of Galilee, why gaze in 
wonder at the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw 
ascending into heaven will return as you saw him go, 
alleluia. 

Collect Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and 
make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, for the 
Ascension of Christ your Son is our exaltation, and, where 
the Head has gone before in glory, the Body is called to 
follow in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who believe that 
your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, ascended this day 
to the heavens, may in spirit dwell already in heavenly 
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realms. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 46; Ephesians 1:17- 
23; Mark 16:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples, Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes 
and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe 
will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those 
who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they 
will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with 
their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not 
hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, 
and they will get well. After the Lord Jesus had spoken to 
them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right 
hand of God. Then the disciples went out and preached 
everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed 
his word by the signs that accompanied it. (Mark 16:15- 
20 ) 
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The Ascension Both during his public life and after 
his Resurrection, our Lord referred to his entry into glory. 
It was the climax of his entire mission, and both before and 
after his Resurrection he told his disciples that it was 
necessary for the Messiah to suffer and die so as to enter 
into his glory. Not long before his Passion our Lord took 
with him Peter, James and John, who would be the pillars 
of the infant Church, and went up a high mountain. There 
he was transfigured in glory. It was a prefiguring of what 
was to come. At the Last Supper our Lord prayed to his 
heavenly Father. His prayer was that he, Jesus, had 
glorified him here on earth, and now he asks that he, the 
Father, glorify him with that glory that had been his before 
the world ever was. So the purpose of our Lord’s life and 
mission was to give glory to the Father, to be glorified 
himself, and to bring all of us into a share in his glory. The 
world would share in the glory of God. He had 
relinquished the glory that was his as the Son of God in 
order to become man. Ascended into heaven, he now 
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regained the glory that was his as God, which he had put 
away in becoming man. In celebrating the Ascension, we 
celebrate the glory of our Lord as God (Mark 16:15-20). 
But in ascending into heaven, our Lord was not simply 
assuming the state of glory that had been his before the 
world began. He was taking his seat at God’s right hand as 
man, too. In this sense we celebrate the glory of man, man 
understood as being embodied in Jesus and represented by 
him. In Jesus, the Son of Man and our brother, we 
ourselves were being given a stake at the right hand of 
God. Jesus, in his Ascension into heaven, involved the 
glorification of man. In Jesus, man ascended into glory 
above and beyond all that is sinful, broken and inglorious. 
The Resurrection of our Lord not only brought to the 
disciples a great joy at seeing their beloved Master with 
them once again. It brought to them the joy of knowing 
that if they lived and died in him they would rise in him, 
too. The Ascension of the Lord has a similar significance 
for the Christian, for not only can he hope to rise with 
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Christ, but he can hope to share in his glory in heaven. So 
while the Ascension shows forth who Jesus is, it also 
shows forth the final vocation of all of us. 

We are called to share in the glory of Christ with the 
Father. That is what we can look forward to, whatever be 
the vicissitudes of life. Mary, the first and greatest 
Christian, has shown us all the way. At the end of her 
earthly life she was taken up in glory, body and soul, to 
heaven because of her sinless union with her Son. She now 
shares, body and soul, in the glory of her divine Son. So 
then, what a glory it is for humanity that one of us is 
divine, and what a hope it provides for us all! Whatever be 
our sufferings and disappointments, we can look ahead to 
glory. This share in the divine life and glory has come to 
us with the gift of the Holy Spirit. At the beginning of our 
Lord’s public ministry, John the Baptist had told his 
disciples that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit, and 
in our first reading today (Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11) our 
Lord, before he ascended into heaven, tells his disciples 
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that soon they would be baptized in the Holy Spirit. St 
John, the author of the Gospel, specifically tells us how, 
during his public ministry, Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit 
whom those who believed in him were to receive. St John 
comments that there was no Spirit as yet because Jesus had 
not yet been glorified. Today in thinking of the Ascension, 
we think of our Lord together with the Father, now poised 
to send the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the actual coming of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost next Sunday. He came to each 
of us at our baptism and he made us children of God. Our 
share in the glory of Christ is now hidden and is threatened 
by sin. It will be completed when we are taken up to be 
with him in glory hereafter, if we live a life worthy of our 
state as children of God. The Ascension of the Lord into 
heaven is the necessary preliminary to the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, and with his coming, the Holy Trinity, Father, 
Son and Spirit, dwells with the Church, making of the 
Church the living sacrament of God. Today let us 
contemplate our Lord leaving his disciples with his cosmic 
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mission successfully completed. He enters heaven to the 
acclaim of all the holy ones and to the warm embrace of 
the Father in the love of the Holy Spirit. Christ is there as 
God once again in glory. 

Jesus Christ is there at the right hand of the Father. 
As man, he shows to all of us what our true vocation is. 
Our vocation is to glory. Once he has ascended into 
heaven, Jesus is poised to send the Holy Spirit from the 
Father to the infant Church, and, through the ministry of 
the Church, to each of us. In the power of the Holy Spirit, 
the Father and the Son make their abode with us in the 
Church, and enable us to live in them so as to prepare for 
an eternity in the glory of Jesus, ascended into heaven and 
seated at the right hand of the Father. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.737-741 (The Holy Spirit and the Church) 
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Seventh Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Psalm 26: 7-9 O Lord, hear my voice, 
for I have called to you; of you my heart has spoken: Seek 
his face; hide not your face from me, alleluia. 

Collect : Graciously hear out supplications, O Lord, so that 
we, who believe that the Saviour of the human race is with 
you in your glory, may experience, as he promised, until 
the end of the world, his abiding presence among us. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1: 15-17.20-26; Psalm 102; 

1 John 4: 11-16; John 17: 11-19 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Holy 
Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so 
that they may be one like us. While I was with them, I kept 
those you had given me true to your name. None has been 
lost except the one who chose to be lost, and that was in 
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fulfilment of the Scriptures. I am coming to you now, but I 
say these things while I am still in the world, to share my 
joy with them to the full. I have given them your word and 
the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any 
more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you protect them from the 
evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. As you 
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For 
them I consecrate myself, that they too may be consecrated 
in truth. (John 17: 11-19) 

Consecration This portion of the prayer of Christ to 
his Father at the Last Supper presumably followed on the 
institution of the Eucharist - which John does not record, 
as it is narrated in each of the Synoptics. Indeed, it may 
perhaps be considered as Christ’s prayer of intercession, 
thanks and praise pervading his institution of the Eucharist. 
This first Eucharistic celebration, which was the most 
significant feature of his last Paschal meal, made present 
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sacramentally (as does every Mass) the offering of himself 
on Calvary. So we can assume that the prayer of John 17 
also represents the prayer of the heart of Christ as he 
offered himself to the Father during his great sacrifice on 
Calvary the next day. We may regard it as the greatest 
prayer recorded in the inspired Scriptures, and calling for 
our life-long meditation. We cannot possibly do justice to it 
in a brief reflection - but let us notice a couple of things. 
Our passage begins with Christ’s mention of the Father’s 
gift to himself of the Twelve. They belonged to the Father, 
for the Father is the Origin of all. As St Paul writes, from 
before the foundation of the world they were chosen in 
Christ to be holy in his sight. Christ prays that the Father 
will keep them true to him. Fie himself has kept them true 
to the Father’s name - with one terrible exception. None 
has been lost except the one who chose to be lost - the 
Greek would seem to be much stronger. None has been lost 
except “the son of perdition’'. Judas too had been given to 
Jesus. Judas too had the same high calling from God - and 
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how tragic the outcome! For all the power of grace and the 
inestimable benefit of continuous company with the 
incarnate Son of God, Judas, “the son of perdition ”, has 
been lost. We can imagine month after month of the public 
ministry passing, with Christ gazing on the descent into sin 
of Judas, his chosen companion. No word of Judas’ 
advancing darkness was breathed to the rest of the Twelve 
- except at the Last Supper when he quietly revealed it to 
John. The mercy of Christ was ever active, the offer of 
grace ever present, and all to no avail. At length Christ 
states that none has been lost except the son of perdition. 
Terrible as it is to say it, it does look as if Judas, by a series 
of hidden choices that opened him to the influence of “the 
evil one,” lost his soul - there is no hint anywhere of a final 
repentance, only despair. It is a warning that the gift of 
freedom can be tragically abused. 

Christ prays, not that his disciples before him will be 
taken out of the world, but that they will be protected from 
“the evil one.” This reminds us that our struggle to be 
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consecrated to God is not just with our inner tendencies to 
gratification and self-love, nor with the pressure of a 
wayward world about us, but with “the evil one” who is 
intent on enticing us into the acceptance of these 
inducements to evil thought, word and deed. We are up 
against a wily, hidden opponent who is consumed with 
hatred for God and his sway. He does not care for us, nor 
even for any of his fellow-demons - liars and murderers 
all. His all-consuming fixation is for the denial and 
rejection of God, the One on whom he utterly depends. He 
regards himself as “like God”, and is ever inducing other 
beings to follow in his wake - just as he induced Eve, and 
then Adam, to choose to be “like God” (Genesis 3:5). 
Christ prays to his heavenly Father that his disciples will be 
kept free of “the evil one”. He asks that his Father 
consecrate them in the truth. This “consecration” is a 
setting apart for holy purposes, as a Temple is consecrated. 
“Consecration” denotes a setting apart from ordinary 
usage, a taking possession by God of that which is 
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consecrated, and then its dedication to the holy purpose for 
which it is consecrated. The focus of the consecration as it 
appears in this prayer of Christ is the word of God, “the 
truth”. The disciples are consecrated by the Father to the 
truth revealed in Jesus, indeed consecrated to Jesus himself 
who is the Truth. The next day, Christ would solemnly 
declare before the representative of the Empire - the world 
to be evangelized, we might say - that his mission was to 
bear witness to the truth. The world that awaited its 
evangelization, had a “prince”, the prince of this world, and 
he was on his way. fie was advancing with his entourage, 
the Temple aristocracy, and would attempt to put an end to 
the proclamation of the Truth by ending the life of Jesus. 
But Christ’s death and resurrection would be the greatest 
revelation of the Truth revealed by God, and it would 
inaugurate the Kingdom of God. Jesus Christ, the Way, the 
Truth and the Life had consecrated himself to the mission 
entrusted to him, which was the proclamation of the Truth 
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- the word of God incarnate. In his prayer, he prays that his 
disciples will share in his consecration. 

By our baptism we are made sharers in this 
consecration to the Truth, and by the Sacrament of 
Confirmation we are consecrated to bring this Truth to the 
world around us. Each of us must do all we can to co¬ 
operate with this work of grace. Let us abide in the Word 
of God, which is the Truth revealed by God. Every day let 
us take up the Holy Scriptures, especially the New 
Testament, and most especially the Gospels. Let us treasure 
in our hearts the figure and the words of Jesus Christ as 
they are present there. Let us also read assiduously and 
prayerfully the Catechism of the Catholic Church, that 
marvelous expression of revealed truth as it is enunciated 
and proclaimed by Christ’s Holy Catholic Church. Then let 
us live it. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:8 You will receive the power 
of the Holy Spirit coming upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses, even to the ends of the earth, alleluia. 

Collect May the power of the Holy Spirit come to us, we 
pray, O Lord, that we may keep your will faithfully in 
mind and express it in a devout way of life. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 19:1-8; Psalm 68:2-7ab; 

John 16:29-33 

The disciples said to Jesus, Now you are speaking 
clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that 
you know all things and that you do not even need to have 
anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you 
came from God. You believe at last! Jesus answered. But 
a time is coming, and has come, when you will be 
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scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all 
alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. I have 
told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world. (John 16:29-33) 

Faith In the divine plan for the salvation of men, 
it is not necessary that people be highly intelligent or 
otherwise naturally endowed to a high degree — although 
such strengths will be useful. Among the disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we are not given much information about their 
natural gifts. We are not formally told that Paul was 
exceptionally intelligent (although he manifestly was). 
There is no comment on the natural powers or attainments 
of the Twelve. What is fundamental, and what our Lord 
looked for, was faith and, on this basis, the readiness to 
follow him as a disciple. At the beginning of St John’s 
Gospel we see two of the disciples of John the Baptist 
follow Jesus. Rabbi, where are you staying? they ask Jesus 
(1:38). Come and see, he replied. They stayed with him 
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for the rest of that day and one of them, Andrew, told his 
brother that “we have found the Messiah” (1:41). Both of 
them met Jesus, stayed with him, and believed. They were 
his disciples for the rest of their lives. When Nathanael 
was brought to Jesus by Philip and professed his faith in 
Jesus as “the Son of God” and “the King of Israel,” our 
Lord acknowledged that he, Nathanael, had faith. “You 
believe because I said to you, I saw you under the fig 
tree?” (1:49-50). Nathanael believed. When our Lord 
worked his first miracle at Cana in Galilee, he “manifested 
his glory, and his disciples believed in him” (2:11). When 
Nicodemus came to Jesus by night for instruction, he said 
that “we know that you are a teacher come from God” 
(3:2). So Nicodemus had faith. Following our Lord’s 
conversation with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well, 
“many Samaritans from that town believed in him because 
of the woman’s testimony” (4:39). Then our Lord “stayed 
there two days. And many more believed because of his 
word” (4:41). At Capernaum our Lord publicly announced 
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the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist, and “many of his 
disciples drew back and no longer went about with him.” 
Among those remaining were the Twelve — Judas, clearly, 
inwardly refusing belief. Simon Peter said, “You have the 
words of eternal life; and we have believed” (6:66-71). It 
is of supreme moment, in the teaching of our Lord, that a 
person believe in him. “He who believes in him is not 
condemned; he who does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God” (3:18). 

But what we also notice is that the disciples were very 
slow of full belief in the word of Christ. This brings us to 
our Gospel today: “The disciples said to Jesus, Now you 
are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now 
we can see that you know all things and that you do not 
even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes 
us believe that you came from God. You believe at last! 
Jesus answered” (John 16:29-33). You believe at last! 
Our Lord’s response to the disciples’ statement that they 
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believed, at last, “that you came from God” shows the but 
slow and progressive growth in faith among his disciples. 
There was still much progress to be made — especially in 
the great matter of our Lord’s sufferings, death and 
resurrection. It is especially in the Synoptic Gospels that 
we notice that virtually whenever our Lord predicted that 
he had to suffer, be rejected and put to death, and after this 
to rise again, he was met with incomprehension in his 
disciples. The matter of his being a Suffering Servant was 
a test of faith for them, and they did not succeed in the test 
prior to the event. This fundamental feature of the teaching 
of Scripture had not been noticed and appropriated. When 
he was put to death, they were utterly devastated. It was 
the end. Despite his having promised to rise on the third 
day, none of them expected it (except, we may be sure, 
Mary his all-holy mother). The faithful women did not 
expect it, and then the Eleven refused to believe the stories 
of the women that they had seen the Lord. Presumably 
they thought they were hallucinating. One of the things 
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which the Gospel accounts record of the words of the risen 
Jesus was his strong correction of his disciples for their not 
taking to heart his teaching on his death and resurrection in 
fulfilment of the Scriptures. He upbraided them for their 
hardness of heart in not believing those who had seen him 
earlier that day, risen from the dead. All up, faith — this 
critically necessary element — came fitfully and slowly. It 
was there, but had barely made the grade in what was 
important. It kept them with him as his disciples, but it 
was far from satisfactory. What made all the difference to 
their faith was Christ’s glorification. It was then that the 
Spirit arrived “which those who believed in him were to 
receive”. Prior to this, “the Spirit had not been given, 
because Jesus had not yet been glorified” (John 7:39). 
Christ’s glorification and the gift of the Spirit was critical 
for divine faith. 

So it was the Holy Spirit who brought the great gift of 
faith in its strength. At Pentecost, the infant Church 
readily, firmly and easily believed — and bore witness to 
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this belief with power. That same Holy Spirit is given to 
each one of us at our Baptism, at our Confirmation, in the 
Sacraments, and in the life, the teaching and the witness of 
the Church. Each of us who is a member of the Church by 
Baptism has received the all-important divine Gift of the 
Holy Spirit, bringing us the gift of faith. With this 
supernatural gift of faith, we are endowed with a heavenly - 
sent inclination towards Jesus Christ, and towards 
believing in him. We have gained a certain ease of belief, 
which, however, must be cherished, made strong, and lived 
by a life of charity and a close following of the Master. It 
is this supernatural faith that is active in charity and good 
works (fides cavitate formata) that justifies us. 
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Second reflection: (Acts 19:1-8) 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became 
believers? ” 

The Holy Spirit There are some very interesting 
things about the conversation between St Paul and the 
dozen or so disciples whom he found at Ephesus (Acts of 
the Apostles 19:1-8). Firstly, as with Apollos, these 
disciples were discovered to have very incomplete notions 
and tenets. It seems they had learnt their religion primarily 
from John the Baptist and were unaware of the fact that 
John, their master, had pointed to Christ being the Messiah. 
It seems they had passed on from John without hearing 
John’s testimony about Jesus. But in any case, the defining 
issue for Paul in his conversation with them hinged around 
receiving the Holy Spirit. “When he asked, ‘Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ they 
answered, ‘No, we were never told there was such a thing 
as a Holy Spirit’.” St Paul’s response to their words makes 
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it clear that this Gift is the distinctive blessing coming from 
Jesus. Jesus is the source of the Holy Spirit. Moreover, 
Jesus gives the Holy Spirit not only to certain holy persons 
whom God raises up (like John himself) for a particular 
work, but for anyone who believes in him and is received 
into the Church by baptism. This is shown in the case of 
these disciples who “were baptised in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and the moment Paul had laid hands on them the 
Holy Spirit came down on them”. Presumably the baptism 
in this case was followed by what we now call the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, which is to say when “Paul 
had laid hands on them.” They now possessed the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to those who accept the 
Church’s teaching about Jesus and believe in him. 

But there is more in respect to the reception of the 
Holy Spirit by the believer. Paul’s very question to this 
group he found at Ephesus shows that he expected the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the heart and life of the 
Christian to be noticed by the recipient. “Did you receive 
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the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” He expects 
that his coming to the believer will make a difference that 
will be in some way experienced and noticed. In the case 
of this group, when they were baptised and received the 
laying on of hands by Paul “the Holy Spirit came down on 

them, and they began to speak with tongues and to 
prophesy.” It is evident that while this particular 
manifestation showed the gift of the Holy Spirit in very 
many believers in the infant Church, the signs of his 
coming and his presence have (in general) changed since 

then. The essential fruit of his coming is a divinely-given 
inclination to believe in Jesus, an aptitude to accept the 
Church’s testimony, a readiness to love Jesus and to follow 
him, and the desire to bear witness to him. God’s will is 
for our sanctification, and our sanctification is drawn from 
and focused on the Person of Jesus. The essential gifts that 
are needed for this are faith, hope and love, with various 
other supernatural gifts that enable us to live a mature 
Christian life in Jesus. But, of course, we must be faithful 
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to these supernatural endowments and exercise them daily. 
If we do this, the desire for sanctity will grow and will bear 
fruit, as will the desire to bring others into contact with 
Jesus. The action of the Holy Spirit will be noticed as time 
goes on, provided we choose to cooperate with him. 

As we look back on our Christian life we will be able 
to say with conviction that, yes, we received the Holy 
Spirit. He will be seen to be a real Person in our lives. Let 
us look to Jesus for the gift of the Holy Spirit. When he 
comes he will unite us to Jesus and enable us to live a life 
that testifies to the truth about him. Let our constant prayer 
be: “Come Holy Spirit!” 


Vb»©«dv 
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Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:8 You will receive the power 
of the Holy Spirit coming upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses, even to the ends of the earth, alleluia. 

Collect May the power of the Holy Spirit come to us, we 
pray, O Lord, that we may keep your will faithfully in 
mind and express it in a devout way of life. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:17-27; Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21; 
John 17:1-1 la 

After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and 
prayed: Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that 
your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority 
over all mankind that he might give eternal life to all those 
you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
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have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by 
completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, 
glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you 
before the world began. I have revealed you to those 
whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now 
they know that everything you have given me comes from 
you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they 
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from 
you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I 
am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 
me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you 
have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I 
will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the 
world, and I am coming to you. (John 17:1-1 la) 

Glory There are many prayers in the Sacred 

Scriptures. In the Old Testament there are the psalms 
which are of varying lengths, there are prayers of sorrow 
for sin, and there are other prayers of praise and petition. 
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In the New Testament, most importantly there is the Lord’s 
Prayer. There is Christ’s prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. There is his prayer to his heavenly Father 
praising him for revealing things to the little ones. There is 
his prayer to his Father just before raising Lazarus from the 
dead. There is the prayer of the Publican in our Lord’s 
parable. There is also Mary’s prayer of praise, the 
Magnificat (so called from the first words, in the Latin 
version). There is Zachary’s prayer, the Benedictus. There 
is Stephen’s prayer at his stoning. St Paul speaks of his 
prayers in Colossians 1:9-12, Ephesians 1:15-23, Ephesians 
3:14-21 and Philippians 1:3-11. There are also some 
prayers in the Book of Revelation (such as 11:17 and 19:6- 
8). There is also the long prayer of Jesus Christ to his 
heavenly Father prayed at the Last Supper, going for some 
twenty-six verses, from which is drawn our Gospel today 
(John 17:1-1 la). Let us consider it. We notice immediately 
what our Lord is praying for, in the first instance — it is 
that God be glorified: “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
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your Son that the Son may glorify you.” This echoes the 
first of the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, that God our 
Father’s name be hallowed. Consider this divine glory. In 
the experience of the chosen people of God, perhaps the 
greatest manifestation of the glory of the Lord was at 
Mount Sinai. “Then Moses went up on the mountain, and 
the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord 
covered it six days; and on the seventh day he called to 
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. Now the appearance 
of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top 
of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. And 
Moses entered the cloud” (Exodus 24:16-18). There was 
something ultimate about this event — the people were to 
live in the light of it, thus bearing witness to the glory of 
the Lord that they had seen and knew. It is against this 
backdrop that we may understand our Lord’s great glory 
being shown on the high mountain when the cloud covered 
the disciples. “As he was praying, the appearance of his 
countenance was altered, and his raiment became dazzling 
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white. Moses and Elijah ..appeared in glory,” and the 
disciples “saw his glory” (Luke 9:28-35). 

Perhaps St John means to refer to the Transfiguration 
in the Prologue of his Gospel, where we read that “we have 
beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father” 
(1:14). The glory of Christ in his Transfiguration is 
referred to in the Second Letter of Peter: Jesus Christ 
“received honour and glory from God the Father and the 
voice was shown to him by the majestic glory” (2 Peter 
1:17). St John refers to the glory of Christ being 
manifested in the miracle at Cana in Galilee. It was “the 
first of his signs that Jesus did in Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in him” 
(2:11). When our Lord was told of the illness of Lazarus, 
he said that “this illness is not unto death; it is for the glory 
of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by means 
of it” (John 11:4). Then, just before he raised Lazarus 
from the dead, he said to Martha, “Did I not tell you that if 
you would believe you would see the glory of God?” (John 
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11:40). Clearly, the miracles were meant to show forth the 
glory of God. Mysteriously, the very sufferings of the 
Messiah were a necessary preliminary to his glory. When 
our Lord, risen from the dead, joined the two disciples on 
their way to Emmaus, he said to them that “Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:26). In the Book of 
Revelation, we read the heavenly acclaim: “You are 
worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power: because thou have created all things” (4:11). It is 
for the glory of the Lord that our Lord prayed in the prayer 
of our Gospel passage today. So then, what is this divine 
glory, the object of Christ’s prayer, and to which the 
Scriptures often refer? St. Augustine defines it as clara 
notitia cum laude, “brilliant celebrity with praise.” God 
has created all things, and sustains them continually, from 
nothingness, and this he does as a manifestation of his 
glory: “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, 
says the Lord God” (Revelation 1:8 ); “The Lord has made 
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all things for himself’ (Proverbs 16:4 ). His objective in 
doing this could not be in order to derive some benefit 
from them — as, conceivably, parents might choose to 
have many children in order to ensure that someone looks 
after them in old age, or in order to keep the family 
enterprise in continuance. Rather, his work is the 
manifestation of his glory. 

It is necessary to remember this, for the First Vatican 
Council taught that: “If any one shall say that the world 
was not created for the glory of God, let him be anathema” 
(Sess. Ill, C. I, can. 5). The objective revelation or 
manifestation of the Creator, in and by means of the things 
that exist, is the glory of God. This manifestation of the 
Divine nature constitutes the purpose of the universe — it 
is the book, one might say, in which God has recorded and 
shown his greatness and majesty. The Person and 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ completes this and shows 
forth the glory of God even more. God’s glory is shown in 
man alive, redeemed and sanctified by Christ’s grace. Our 
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Lord came that we might have life, life in abundance, life 
redeemed and sanctified. In this sense, as St Irenaeus 
wrote, the glory of God is man alive, living man: “Gloria 
Dei est vivens homo.” Let us pray daily with Jesus our 
Lord that God will be glorified in his works, both natural 
and supernatural — and in us. “Glory be to the Father and 
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was, is now and ever 
shall be!” 


Second reflection: (Acts of the Apostles 20:17-27) 

"... provided that when I finish my race I have carried 
out the mission the Lord Jesus gave me 

Our Work When we think of the great 

personalities of history, a question that can arise in our 
hearts is, what drove them on? What gave to their life such 
vitality? Let us turn to one of the very great men of 
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history, St Paul — great because of his impact on the 
spread of the Christian faith and in making of Christianity a 
world religion. If we can identify what was at the heart of 
his life, giving him the energy and purpose to achieve this, 
then we can learn from him and attempt to be achievers (in 
and for the Lord) ourselves. Consider what he tells “the 
elders of the church of Ephesus.” He says that “Life to me 
is not a thing to waste words on, provided that when I 
finish my race I have carried out the mission the Lord Jesus 
gave me — and that was to bear witness to the Good News 
of God’s grace” (Acts of the Apostles 20:17-27). Paul 
describes his life as “a race”. He was in a hurry to achieve 
his purpose, and that purpose was to fulfil the mission he 
had been given by the Lord Jesus. That is to say, he lived 
for his work, the work that had been given to him by Jesus. 
That work was to tell others about Jesus and the divine 
plan, so that they too might live in Christ and receive the 
gift of his grace. That grace redeems and sanctifies the 
believer, and it comes from the Holy Spirit whom Jesus 
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gives to the one who believes in him. That was Paul’s 
work, and he fulfilled it to the best degree he could out of 
love for Jesus — not as some mere workaholic, but as one 
who in his work was profoundly in love with the Person of 
Our Lord. 

All of this reminds us of the place that our work 
should have in our life. Every one of us has, or can have, 
work to do. That work is perhaps thrust upon us, or 
beckons to us, or perhaps it is work we are free to do and 
have chosen to do. If it is work that simply should not be 
done then, of course, we ought be rid of it. But if it is a 
good work and a true service (however humble), and if it 
has come our way by necessity or obligation, or if we have 
legitimately chosen it, then we ought strive to do it well 
and for the right reason. Ordinary human reflection makes 
it clear that we are born into this world to serve by our 
work. In a general sense it is this which gives to every 
person what we could call a mission in life. Work is meant 
to fulfil man. If a person over the course of life is doing 
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very little work, then his life is being wasted and it cannot 
be pleasing to his Creator. Now, how much more is this 
the case for a Christian, and St Paul is a shining example of 
the Christian life. He strove to complete the work given to 
him in life which “was to bear witness to the Good News 
of God’s grace.” Like every human being, each Christian 
has his work to do in life, and he serves God and his fellow 
man by means of this work. But for one who lives in Jesus 
there is this difference that he tries every day to sanctify his 
work, to make it holy by doing it in Christ, for God and for 
others in God, and doing it thoroughly. Moreover he tries 
so to work that he will bear witness to Jesus and his grace, 
taking whatever opening his work provides to bear explicit 
witness to Jesus before others. 

What a wonderful thing it would be to be told by the 
Lord Jesus that we have carried out the work he meant us 
to do in life! Let us then as life proceeds seek to know what 
that work is, and let us seek to do it well out of love for 
him. Our daily work is a fundamental means of 
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sanctification. Let us make our work holy, let us contribute 
through our work to the holiness of others, and let it 
sanctify ourselves also. 
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Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 

hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy, alleluia. 

Collect Graciously grant to your Church, O merciful God, 
that, gathered by the Holy Spirit, she may be devoted to 
you with all her heart and united in purity of intent. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:28-38; Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36ab; 
John 17:1 lb-19 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, Holy Father, 
keep true to your name those you have given to me so that 
they may be one as we are one. While I was with them I 
kept true to your name those whom you gave me. I have 
watched over them so that none has been lost except the 
son of perdition, in fulfilment of the Scriptures. I am 
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coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in 
the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy 
within them. I have given them your word and the world 
has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than 
I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out 
of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into 
the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I 
dedicate myself, that they too may be dedicated in the truth. 
(John 17:1 lb-19) 

Son of Perdition In his prayer to his heavenly 

Father, our Lord prays for “those you have given to me” — 
his disciples. He prays “that they may be one as we are 
one,” that “they may have the full measure of my joy 
within them,” that “you protect them from the evil one,” 
and that “they too may be dedicated in the truth” (John 
17:1 lb-19). There is one awful parenthesis in his prayer. 
Not one of his disciples “has been lost except the son of 
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perdition, in fulfilment of the Scriptures” (John 17:12). In 
his account of the Last Supper, John remembers very 
clearly our Lord’s words about Judas and his actions 
towards him. It seems that the disciples, including John, 
had not the slightest inkling before the Last Supper of any 
disaffection by any of them towards Jesus. They had no 
idea of any coming betrayal, least of all that Judas was the 
culprit. Our Lord had not exposed Judas, nor had he 
quietly asked him to leave the Apostolic circle for failing to 
measure up — nor for turning against him in his heart. 
Judas remained in the sacred band, perhaps thinking that 
our Lord himself was none the wiser for how he was 
actually thinking. But Judas’ state of soul was serious 
indeed — and John has references to it. He remembers 
how, at the end of Christ’s momentous public discourse on 
the Eucharist when “many of his disciples drew back and 
no longer went about with him” (John 6:66), our Lord had 
said to the Twelve that “one of you is a devil” (6:70). This 
plainly indicates that Judas was in a state of the most 
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serious sin, and somewhat confirmed in it. He was 
absolutely rejecting Jesus Christ and his teaching — he 
was refusing to believe. We read earlier in the same 
Gospel that “he who does not believe is condemned 
already” (3:18). But it was all so secret, unbeknown to the 
rest of the Twelve — though clearly perceived by our 
Lord. Come the Last Supper, our Lord — again, without 
exposing Judas nor publicly expelling him — revealed that 
one of them was about to betray him. Luke reports that our 
Lord warned: “woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 
(22:22). Mark adds that “It would have been better for that 
man if he had not been born” (14:21). It must have been 
Christ’s final attempt to bring Judas to the light. But what 
is especially terrible was what he uttered in his prayer to 
his heavenly Father about Judas. Our Lord states that 
“none has been lost except the son of perdition”. 

This is an awesome divine utterance. Judas “has been 
lost.” He is “the son of perdition, in fulfilment of the 
Scriptures.” Cardinal Newman, renowned Catholic thinker 



1441 


and apologist of the nineteenth century who was beatified 
in 2010 by Pope Benedict XVI, long regarded the doctrine 
of eternal punishment as a particularly difficult problem for 
religious belief. He strove to explain it in ways that made 
it more acceptable, including allowing for merciful 
mitigation of the punishments of hell and for ways of 
conceiving of its horror as less than our imagination might 
expect. He never doubted its existence because it was 
dogmatic teaching, nor, it seems, did he doubt that some 
were actually there. In one letter to his old Anglican friend 
Edward Pusey late in life he “supposed” Judas was in hell 
(because, presumably, of Christ’s statements at the Last 
Supper). Some, curiously, have doubted that anyone is 
actually in hell. In the third century, the great Origen 
thought that all would be brought to salvation in the end — 
including Satan himself. As is well known, the great 
modern Catholic theologian, Hans Urs von Balthasar, 
argued (without denying the doctrine of Hell) that, given 
what God has accomplished in Christ, we may reasonably 
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hope that all people will be saved. Father Robert Barron 
has written that his “own conviction is that Balthasar has 
this more or less right ... We are in fact permitted to hope 
and to pray that all people will finally surrender to the 
alluring beauty of God’s grace” ( Word of Fire, March 
2011). What is to be said of this view that hell is, has been, 
and will be empty? Let us remember, by the way, that 
many angels are there: we call them devils. So, Hell is 
populated at least by pure spirits. I am afraid that I would 
have to reject what Father Baron proposes. Our Lord says 
in our Gospel passage today that Judas “has been lost” and 
is “the son of perdition” (John 17:12). As mentioned, he 
had earlier spoken of Judas as “a devil.” When St Peter 
referred to Judas in Acts 1.20, he applied to him Psalm 
109:7-8 (“When he is tried, let him come forth guilty ... 
may another seize his goods ”). St Augustine, in his 
Homilies on the Gospel of John, says that John 17:12 
indicates Judas's eternal punishment, and that Psalm 109 is 
a prophecy of him. St. Ambrose in his Concerning 
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Repentance writes: “For I suppose that even Judas might 
through the exceeding mercy of God not have been shut 
out from forgiveness, if he had expressed his sorrow not 
before the Jews but before Christ.” St. Thomas Aquinas, in 
De Veritate, states: “Now, in the case of Judas, the abuse of 
grace was the reason for his reprobation, since he was 
made reprobate because he died without grace” (vol. 1, q. 
6, art. 2). 

Whatever of this speculation, the point here is that the 
terrible possibility is that with the stupendous privilege of 
possessing the power of choice, there comes the 
responsibility of using this power well. We can follow the 
path of good, or that of evil. The former leads to life 
everlasting, the latter to damnation. The demons are 
damned forever. Their case is utterly hopeless, and that by 
their own choice. The same can happen to us, if we do not 
choose the light, the light of a true conscience and the light 
of God — most especially the light that comes from him 
who is the Light of the world. Let Judas be a terrible 
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warning to all. Christ said of him in his solemn prayer to 
his heavenly Father that he “has been lost” and is “the son 
of perdition.” Let us strive might and main to ensure that 
we are saved and all those with whom we deal in life. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 4:16 With boldness let us 
approach the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace as a timely help, alleluia. 

Collect May your Spirit, O Lord, we pray, imbue us 
powerfully with spiritual gifts, that he may give us a mind 
pleasing to you and graciously conform us to your will. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Psalm 16:l-2a and 
5,7-11; John 17:20-26 

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying: My 
prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their word, that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you 
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have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave 
me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you 
in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me. Father, I want those you have given 
me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world. Righteous Father, though the world 
does not know you, I know you, and they know that you 
have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will 
continue to make you known in order that the love you 
have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in 
them. (John 17:20-26) 

Solidarity If there is anything which is plain to 
most people, as being something almost self-evident, it is 
that in one sense or another, man is a social being. Of 
course, this is not peculiar to man. I have read that fish 
schools swim in disciplined phalanxes, with some species, 
such as herrings, able to stream up and down at impressive 
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speeds, twisting this way and that, and making startling 
changes in the shape of the school, without collisions. This 
schooling behaviour develops instinctively and is not learnt 
from older fish. To school the way they do, fish require 
sensory systems which can respond with great speed to 
small changes in their position relative to their neighbour. 
The point here is that fish are social by instinct. We see 
this everywhere. Bees live in hives and work together. 
Until 2000, the largest known ant colony was on the 
Ishikari coast of Hokkaido, Japan. The colony was 
estimated to contain 306 million worker ants and one 
million queen ants living in 45,000 nests interconnected by 
underground passages over an area of 670 acres. Wild 
dogs hunt in packs, as do prides of lions, and buffalo move 
in vast herds. Birds migrate in flocks. The pet dog can fret 
if its master is absent, or if it sees its master leaving 
without it. Of course this does not mean that all animal 
activity is done in group fashion, but there is plenty of it 
such as to suggest that the animal world is a social world 
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by instinct. Indeed, the entire world is interdependent, 
down to the smallest particles of matter which are devoid 
of any forms of awareness. Speaking by analogy, there is a 
“social” character to the very constitution of just about 
everything. For instance, there is a profound attraction of 
one atomic particle to another, and the impetus to unity is 
the mark of the basic constituents of the material world. A 
thing is such in virtue of the unity reigning among its 
constitutive parts. A bird is not just a juxtaposition of its 
parts. There is a living principle of unity which makes of 
its parts a certain identifiable substance with its own 
distinctive action — in this case, the bird. When this unity 
breaks down, the thing itself begins to cease being what it 
has been. It becomes a mere collection of smaller items, 
each with its own separate identity. The bird dies, and its 
components fall away one from the other and become 
subject to the laws, not of a single living bird, but of those 
separate parts. What I am pointing to is the social element 
that stamps the visible universe — “social” by analogy 
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with the social character of the human person as seen in his 
innate desire for unity, solidarity and harmony with his 
fellows. We have an innate desire and tendency to be one 
with others, despite the toil and difficulty this involves, and 
despite our fallen propensity to self-interest. 

This, we might say, is how nature stands as coming 
from the hand of the Creator. Thus does the constitution, 
the course and the life of visible creation reflect the 
ineffable life of love that unites eternally the divine 
Persons in the one godhead. But God from all eternity has 
had his plan for our exaltation and fulfilment. It is that the 
love, the harmony and the solidarity which is nature’s 
calling has, in fact, a higher destiny and fulfilment still. 
We are called to a unity that is not merely natural, but 
which is to share in the unity of the very life of God. 
Nature has a supernatural calling. So it is that our Lord 
utters his marvelous words in today’s Gospel (John 17:20- 
26), when addressing his heavenly Father: “I pray also for 
those who will believe in me through their word, that all of 
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them may be one. Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you.” This, then, is the divine plan for us, that we live in a 
solidarity which not only reflects but which also shares in 
the immeasurable “solidarity” existing between the Father 
and the Son. Our Lord prays that we shall be “one. Father, 
just as you are in me and I am in you.” The Son is in the 
Father, and the Father is in the Son — and this by the 
power and life of the Holy Spirit. Our Lord prays that 
“they also be in us” — so that “the world may believe that 
you have sent me”. Of course, if the world were to believe 
in Jesus Christ, by the gift of grace this would bring to the 
world a share in the life of God. The world would be in the 
Father and in the Son. This is indeed the goal of God’s 
saving plan and the goal, therefore of human history. It is 
that the world be redeemed and sanctified, and this comes 
from sharing in the life of God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The grandeur of this divinely-intended destiny of 
ours, together with our world, is breathtaking: “Father, I 
want those you have given me to be with me where I am, 
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and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because 
you loved me before the creation of the world.” Our 
destiny, in God’s plan, is to be with Christ where he is — 
and he is seated at the right hand of the Father. We are 
intended to spend an eternity in the bliss of closest 
imaginable proximity with God the Holy Trinity. Our 
future is to see the glory of Jesus Christ and to partake of it. 
How exhilarating the prospect, how frightening the 
possibility of its loss! We just must get there, and we just 
must take as many others as possible with us. This is the 
true solidarity among men and women. It is a solidarity 
and communion which begins here on earth the definitive 
communion that is in store for us, and which, at the same 
time, is able to take us to that final communion with Christ 
which God plans for us in heaven forever. The eternal life 
Christ came to give us is the completion and fulfilment of 
what our nature ever seeks. 

So obvious is the imperative of solidarity and 
communion with others that it is scarcely possible to 
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contradict it. What can so easily be missed is the 
imperative of communion and solidarity with God - to be 
expressed, lived and developed by obedience to his will. 
Our communion and solidarity with others is to be based 
on and imbued with our solidarity with God, who reveals 
himself in the Person of his divine Son, Jesus Christ. As 
our Lord says in our passage today, 7 have made you 
known to them, and will continue to make you known in 
order that the love you have for me may be in them and 
that I myself may be in them (John 17:20-26). He wishes 
that the love the Father has for the Son “be in them”, and 
that he himself “may be in them.” Let us resolve to make 
the love that God has for us in Christ the basis of our life, 
and the basis of the love we ought have for others. 
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Friday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 1:5-6 Christ loved us and washed 
us clean of our sins by his Blood, and made us into a 
kingdom, priests for his God and Father, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the glorification of your Christ 
and the light of the Holy Spirit have unlocked for us the 
gates of eternity, grant, we pray, that, partaking of so great 
a gift, our devotion may grow deeper and our faith be 
strengthened. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 25:13b-21; Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 
19-20ab; John 21:15-19 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than 
these? Yes, Lord, he said, you know that I love you. Jesus 
said, Feed my lambs. Again Jesus said, Simon son of John, 
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do you truly love me? He answered, Yes, Lord, you know 
that I love you. Jesus said, Take care of my sheep. The 
third time he said to him, Simon son of John, do you love 
me? Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 
time, Do you love me ? He said, Lord, you know all things; 
you know that I love you. Jesus said, Feed my sheep. I tell 
you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself 
and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you 
and lead you where you do not want to go. Jesus said this 
to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 
God. Then he said to him, Follow me! (John 21:15-19) 

Do You Love Me? In his Memoirs, Klemens von 
Mettemich had this to say of Napoleon Bonaparte: though 
personally indifferent to religious practices, “Napoleon was 
not irreligious in the ordinary sense of the word. He would 
not admit that there had ever existed a genuine atheist; he 
condemned Deism as the result of rash speculation. A 
Christian and a Catholic, he recognized in religion alone 
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the right to govern human societies. He .... considered 
Catholicism as the form of worship most favourable to the 
maintenance of order and the true tranquility of the moral 
world”. Bonaparte, the greatest military conqueror of his 
time, himself eventually conquered (by Wellington and the 
Allies), was largely utilitarian in his religion. He did what 
few have done in history — in 1809 he sent his men into 
the Vatican, arrested Pope Pius VII, bore him out as a 
prisoner and kept him confined in Savona for four years. 
The process for the canonization of Pope Pius VII, 
incidentally, was initiated on 15 August 2007 by Pope 
Benedict XVI. Mettemich’s words also remind us of what 
Napoleon, in his last days on the forlorn island of St 
Helena, said of Jesus Christ. By then, with his ambitions in 
complete ruins and life’s end just ahead, he seems to have 
come to a greater wisdom. He understood that Jesus Christ 
was the greatest man in human history, and more 
importantly that he was divine. Inasmuch as the critical 
issue in Christian belief is precisely the divinity of Christ, 
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what is especially interesting is the reason for Napoleon’s 
acceptance of this. What especially struck him was the 
uniqueness and scale of Christ’s undying personal 
influence over the hearts of men. Napoleon observed that 
Christ “attaches to himself the human soul with all its 
energies. And how? By a miracle which surpasses all 
others. He claims the love of men — that is to say, the 
most difficult thing in the world to obtain; that which the 
wisest of men cannot force from his truest friend, that 
which no father can compel from his children, no wife 
from her husband, no brother from his brother — the heart. 
He claims it; he requires it absolutely and undividedly, and 
he obtains it instantly.” He goes on to say that Christ 
“kindles the flame of love which causes one’s self-love to 
die, and triumphs over every other love.” This was 
perceptive. 

In these conversations with Count Montholon, 
Napoleon understood that the essence of Christ’s influence 
was a love for him as a living, ever-present Person, from 
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generation to generation. Love for him is undying — and 
this is a manifestation of his divinity. It has marked him 
off from all others. “Now that I languish here at St 
Helena,” Napoleon said, “chained upon this rock, who 
fights, who conquers empires for me? Who still even 
thinks of me? Who interests himself for me in Europe? 
Who has remained true to me? That is the fate of all great 
men. It was the fate of Alexander and Caesar, as it is my 
own. We are forgotten”. This is not the case with Jesus 
Christ who remains the Lord and King of hearts and minds 
— not as a mere memory but as a living Person. It is the 
fact of this unique love toward Jesus Christ, so impossible 
for others to gain, which, Napoleon said “strikes me most; I 
have often thought of it. This it is which proves to me 
quite convincingly the Divinity of Jesus Christ.” That was 
Napoleon Bonaparte, who rose from utter obscurity to the 
heights, and sank into ignominious obscurity out in the 
midst of the seas where he died in 1821. The point here is 
not to offer a proof of the divinity of Jesus Christ but to 
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show how remarkable and central is one special feature of 
the Christian religion, which Bonaparte came to perceive 
so clearly. It is that Christianity is a matter of a personal 
love for Jesus Christ that is unmatched among religions, 
philosophies, movements and monarchies. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel today (John 21:15-19). The risen 
Jesus puts to Simon (as Peter, the Rock), on whom he has 
built and will build his Church, a question so central to 
everything: “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more 
than these? Yes, Lord, he said, you know that I love you. 
Jesus said, Feed my lambs.” When our Lord called Simon 
and his brother Andrew to follow him, he said, Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men. Now he commands 
him to feed the flock — but it must be founded on love for 
him. Christianity and the salvation it brings to men is a 
matter of a personal love for Jesus Christ. It is by means of 
this love that salvation in Christ is obtained. So important 
is the point that Christ repeats his question three times — 
perhaps paralleling the triple denial of Christ by Peter 
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during the Passion — and obtains from Peter his triple 
profession of love. Islam is not a matter of love for a living 
Mahomet - but a following of his teaching. Christianity is 
a total love for the Person of Jesus Christ, manifested in an 
absolute obedience to his teaching because it is a divine 
revelation. 

What Napoleon failed to do was to understand at the 
beginning of his adult life what he understood at the end of 
it. He failed to understand during life that everything 
ought be based on and influenced by a personal love for 
Jesus Christ as Lord and King. This is because Jesus 
Christ is indeed the Lord and King — Lord of lords and 
King of kings, possessing all authority in heaven and on 
earth. Christ asks for our love. Simon — do you love me? 
Then feed my lambs. Our life of work and service, which 
distinguishes the life of the human being, must be 
grounded on our love for Jesus Christ. Our aim ought be 
the perfection of this love. This is what marks the saint, 
and all of us are called to sanctity. 
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Second reflection: (John 21:15-19) 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me? ... Jesus said to 
him, “Look after my sheep. ” 

Love For Christ It has been said that one of the 
many differences between Islam and Christianity as 
religious phenomena is that Islam is relatively simple while 
Christianity is, to say the least, complex. A comparison 
between their doctrines about God, let alone other 
doctrines, surely bears this out. Islam (drawing on the 
revealed religions of Judaism and Christianity) asserts 
unambiguously that God is one, and that there is no god but 
God. This, of course, is also the doctrine of both Judaism 
and Christianity, but Christianity teaches that Christ the 
Son of God reveals that the one God is not just one Person 
but three, and that each Person is the one God. So then, 
Christianity is not a simple religion for it contains many 
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mysteries utterly beyond the understanding of man. Our 
knowledge of these glorious mysteries comes from Christ, 
and his teaching is preserved, clarified, expounded and 
developed by the Church which he founded, guided as it is 
by the Holy Spirit. But while Christianity cannot be 
described as a simple religion, it is important that the 
Christian not lose sight of the wood for the trees. There are 
great central realities to be kept steadily in view day by day 
and our Gospel passage for today places them before us. 
Our Lord, risen from the dead, placed the central issues 
before Simon Peter himself, the one who was appointed by 
Christ to be the visible Rock of the Church. Our Lord asks 
that Simon love him and that he feed his flock. “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these others do?” 
(John 21:15-19). That is what our Lord wants from Simon, 
and he wants from each of us all our love. Christianity is a 
matter of personal love between Christ and each of his 
disciples, gathered as they are in the one flock. If we want 
to understand what being a Christian involves, let us start 
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with this conversation between the risen Jesus and his chief 
disciple, Simon, the Church’s Rock. In asking this 
question of Simon, our Lord surely asks the same thing of 
every disciple, every member of his Church. Its concrete 
meaning and application depends on the particular calling 
of each disciple. There is a further flow-on from our 
Lord’s question and Simon’s answer. It is that, as the 
expression of our love, Jesus our Master asks us to feed the 
flock with the life Jesus came to give. 

As members of the Church, our calling is to share in 
the Church’s love for Jesus and also in the Church’s 
mission. Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene and 
imagine our Lord asking us the question he asked Simon so 
long ago, but which he asks us now: Do you love me? 
Yes? Then feed my sheep. However rich and complex the 
Christian religion is, this issue is very clear. 


Vb»©«dv 





1463 


Saturday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 
At the Morning Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:14 The disciples devoted 
themselves with one accord to prayer with the women, and 
Mary the Mother of Jesus, and his brethren, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have 
celebrated the paschal festivities, may by your gift hold fast 
to them in the way that we live our lives. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the JJoly Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Psalm 11:4, 5 and 
7; John 21:20-25 

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus 
loved was following them. (This was the one who had 
leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, 
Lord, who is going to betray you ?) When Peter saw him, 
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he asked, Lord, what about him? Jesus answered, If I want 
him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You 
must follow me. Because of this, the rumour spread among 
the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did 
not say that he would not die; he only said, If I want him to 
remain alive until I return, what is that to you? This is the 
disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them 
down. We know that his testimony is true. Jesus did many 
other things as well. If every one of them were written 
down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have 
room for the books that would be written. (John 21:20-25) 

It Is True John Newton was born July 24, 1725 in 
London to a devout Congregationalist mother and an 
irreligious father. His mother died when he was six, and 
despite the religious beginning to life which she gave him, 
he became a debauched sailor. Following his famously- 
described conversion at sea in 1748, he served as a beloved 
Evangelical Anglican pastor of two congregations in Olney 
and London for over 43 years. He was a friend of famous 
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Evangelicals William Wilberforce, Charles Simeon, Henry 
Martyn, William Carey, John Wesley, George Whitefield; 
and, finally, the author of very well known Evangelical 
writings such as his Authentic Narrative and his famous 
hymn, “Amazing Grace.” He died on December 21, 1807 
at the age of 82. Cardinal Newman, born nearly seven 
years before Newton’s death (not far from where Newton 
served in London), once described himself as having (after 
his teenage conversion) adhered to “the religion of Newton 
and Scott.” Ever since St Paul’s account of his own 
conversion on the way to Damascus, there have been many 
stories of conversion to Jesus Christ — and one of them is 
John Newton’s own story as set forth in his Authentic 
Narrative. His change of mind and heart occurred during 
that terrible storm at sea. Following this experience, he 
spent the rest of the voyage reading and praying over the 
Scriptures. Newton describes what God had done: “Thus 
far I was answered, that before we arrived in Ireland, I had 
a satisfactory evidence in my own mind of the truth of the 
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Gospel, as considered in itself, and of its exact suitableness 
to answer all my needs. ... I stood in need of an Almighty 
Saviour; and such a one I found described in the New 
Testament. Thus far the Lord had wrought a marvellous 
thing: I was no longer an infidel.” He still had many years 
to go before he was confirmed in his Christian faith (as a 
“five-point” Calvinist), but let us notice one point in his 
statement: “I had a satisfactory evidence in my own mind 
of the truth of the Gospel.” Prior to this, he had not really 
believed that the Gospel was true. We need not linger on 
what made him think it was true, only that it was an 
important part of his conversion that he came to believe 
that it certainly was objectively true. It suggests that one 
feature of the non-practice of the Christian faith is the 
assumption or sad conviction that the Gospel — which is 
most true — is not true. Newton knew that the Gospel was 
true. 


As opposed to John Newton, a younger contemporary 
of his rejected the truth of the Holy Scriptures and of the 
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Gospels in particular. I refer to the famous freethinker, 
Thomas Paine (1737-1809). Paine was the author of the 
widely read pamphlet Common Sense (1776), the 
best-selling publication that advocated colonial America's 
independence from Great Britain. He became especially 
notorious because of his book, The Age of Reason (1793- 
94), which advocates deism, promotes reason and 
freethinking, and argues against institutionalized religion 
and Christian doctrines. His ridicule of Christian doctrines 
led to only a handful attending his funeral. Among his 
many sweeping condemnations of Scripture, he writes that 
“the Bible is such a book of lies and contradictions there is 
no knowing which part to believe or whether any ...” (The 
Age of Reason). Again, he writes to Andrew Dean on 
August 15, 1806 that “As to the book called the bible, it is 
blasphemy to call it the Word of God. It is a book of lies 
and contradictions and a history of bad times and bad 
men.” He writes elsewhere that “the story of Jesus Christ 
appearing after he was dead is the story of an apparition, 
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such as timid imaginations can always create in vision, and 
credulity believe. Stories of this kind had been told of the 
assassination of Julius Caesar...” All of this brings us to 
our Gospel passage today, in which those associated with 
John the Evangelist, author of the Gospel, affirm that “This 
is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote 
them down. We know that his testimony is true” (John 
21:20-25). They know that his testimony is true. One of 
the distinctive things about the Christian religion, being the 
flowering and the fulfilment of the historic Revelation 
granted to the Hebrews, is that it is a religion of historical 
facts. It is not a myth — as “myth” is popularly 
understood (a creation of imagination alone and 
representing nothing objectively true). Christianity is a 
Creed and a religious system founded on and involving 
objective facts that occurred at a certain time and in a 
certain place. The Son of God made man was a real 
individual, and were any of us living where he was at that 
time, we could have met him in the flesh and spoken to 
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him personally. This same Man is with us now in his 
Body, the Church, in various ways, such as in the 
Sacraments and in the Holy Eucharist. He, the living 
Jesus, was and is real. 

This is not the moment to present the evidence for 
this, but Cardinal Newman believed that if a person’s inner 
moral life is in vibrant shape, there will be few problems 
for him in accepting the truth of the Gospels. Let us strive 
for a vivid realization of the truth of the Gospel witness — 
and an instance of this is given to us in our Gospel today. 
Those associated with John, the inspired author of the 
Fourth Gospel, assure us with a solemn guarantee that 
“This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who 
wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.” 
Our faith and our religion is founded on facts and on the 
truth — this is why we believe, and why we should bear 
witness to it. 
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Second reflection: (John 21:20-25) 

“What about him, Lord?” Jesus answered, “what 
does it matter to you? You are to follow me. ” 

What is necessary It is commonly accepted that 
when a person is young, time seems to move relatively 
slowly. The young person is usually looking forward and 
the future always seems to be far off. By contrast, the 
person with many years behind him knows that time passes 
quickly. Time never stops, it never slows, it continually 
marches swiftly on. The older person remembers the past 
well. Though it seems before him, it has gone quickly, 
never to return. If the older person is busy perhaps every 
day simply does not contain enough time to do all he 
would like to do. The point is that sooner or later a person 
will normally see that he has to choose among his options 
and choose wisely what he intends to do with the brief time 
he has. He cannot do everything, so he must use the time 
that is his to the best advantage, otherwise life will quickly 
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pass into insignificance. In practical terms it means that 
we must learn to focus on what is important and not worry 
about what is trivial and peripheral. 

How true that is when it comes to the Christian life! 
Consider the Gospel scene today. Our Lord, risen from the 
dead, has told Simon something of his future and, as the 
author of the Gospel puts it, “the kind of death by which 
Peter would glorify God.” But what then does Simon do? 
He asks our Lord, “What about him, Lord?” referring to St 
John the “disciple Jesus loved.” It was a point of curiosity 
for Simon — he simply was interested to know about St 
John. But our Lord told him not to concern himself about 
peripheral matters, matters that were not granted him to 
know. The important thing for him was to follow Christ 
closely: “Were I to want him to stay behind till I come, 
how would that concern you?”, our Lord replied. “You are 
to follow me” (John 21:20-25). We are reminded of our 
Lord’s exhortation not to worry about tomorrow. The birds 
of the air are looked after by our heavenly Father, so how 



1472 


much more will he look after us! “Seek first the kingdom 
of God and his justice, and all these things will be given to 
you.” We are not to lose our focus in life. Day by day let 
us concentrate on following the Master generously. 

Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene today and 
accept the words of our Lord to Simon as directed to each 
one of us. Let us resolve to concentrate on the one thing 
necessary, as our Lord on another occasion commended 
Mary the sister of Martha for doing. The one thing 
necessary is to follow Jesus, to hear the word of God 
coming from him and to put it into practice. Life is short 
and eternity long, as John Henry Newman once wrote. So 
let us make the very best of it. 
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Pentecost Sunday (The Vigil Mass) 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 5:5; cf. 8:11 The love of God has 
been poured into our hearts through the Spirit of God 
dwelling within us, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who willed the Paschal 
Mystery to be encompassed as a sign in fifty days, grant 
that from out of the scattered nations the confusion of 
many tongues may be gathered by heavenly grace into one 
great confession of your name. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the splendor of your 
glory may shine forth upon us and that, by the bright rays 
of the Holy Spirit, the light of your light may confirm the 
hearts of those born again by your grace. Through our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture for Vigil Mass : Joel 3:1-5; Psalm 103; Romans 

8:22-27; John 7:37-39 

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus 
stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 
within them. ’ By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the 
Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 
glorified. (John 7:37-39) 

The Spirit She was what we might call an ordinary 
person. Beyond her circle of family, relatives, friends and 
acquaintances, she would not have been known. Her circle 
of influence was an ordinary one, and though she had her 
gifts (of common sense, of good intelligence, of 



1475 


compassion, and so forth) they would not have been 
regarded as exceptional, and certainly were not especially 
recognized. But what her friends, acquaintances and 
family did perceive in her was her exceptional religious 
faith, shown in her abiding and ready prayer, her constant 
adherence to Catholic teaching and a fidelity to her 
conscience in the ordinary matters of life. In this one thing 
necessary, she was exceptional. Indeed, a notable thing 
about her was that this was the case all her long life from 
her earliest years to her death in her early nineties. She 
was bom and raised in relative obscurity — on a farm in a 
valley somewhat difficult of access, and consequently in a 
family life that was relatively self-contained in its everyday 
events. She grew up riding to school with her other 
siblings on the family horses, taking her turn milking the 
cows and helping her mother with the household chores. 
She took instinctively to prayer, including the family 
prayer of the home. She would go to Sunday Mass with 
the family which was but once a month in her locality 
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because of its isolation, but on the other Sundays when she 
was old enough she would ride to Mass at the more distant 
location. Not long out of her teens she married, and 
because of her husband’s work moved to the large city 
nearest to her native farming valley. Fairly quickly she 
began to frequent daily Mass in her local parish church and 
that became her life-long practice, eventually becoming not 
once but twice a day. She prayed in the midst of her 
everyday life as a wife and mother, having several children 
whom, together with her husband, she raised assiduously in 
the practice of the Catholic Faith. As has been said, she 
was a life-long, convinced and fervent Catholic. Her 
Catholic faith was virtually effortless to her in the sense 
that she abode in its tenets habitually, though it called for 
many great moments of cost and challenge when 
demanding duties lay ahead. At the heart of her belief was 
the person of Jesus Christ and his revelation as expressed 
in the teaching and life of the Church his Body. She 
readily and effortlessly accepted what are mysteries to the 
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ordinary human reason — the Incarnation, the trinity of 
divine Persons in one divine Being, the Atonement for sin 
by the death and resurrection of Christ, the mystery of the 
Most Holy Eucharist, and all truths revealed by Christ as 
specified by the teaching of the Catholic Church. This life 
of faith carried her through good times and bad. 

But now, what sustained her in this? Her constant 
faith was not simply a product of her upbringing, although 
this upbringing was important. Her parents were, as we 
say, good Catholics. They themselves were both raised in 
good Catholic farming families of the same rural valley. 
They ensured that the Rosary was prayed every night as a 
family. They took the family to the monthly Mass which 
was celebrated in the area. They lived a Catholic life, and 
set this example before their children. Still, their daughter 
of whom we have been speaking outstripped them in faith. 
Her older brother did not turn out notably fervent in faith 
practice. So it was not just a matter of upbringing and 
religious environment. Nor was her religious and moral 
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perception - a kind of gentle and abiding religious insight 
— simply the result of special reasoning powers. While 
she was intelligent and competent enough she had no bent 
for reading. The religious reading she did assumed her 
own primary beliefs, and she would have nothing to do 
with anything that contradicted these beliefs. No, her 
religious faith and moral perception was a gift, both natural 
and supernatural — rather than a conclusion from a special 
ability at reasoning. I would have said that she had a 
natural gift or bent towards religion and the moral life. 
This is a great gift, because there are many whose natural 
instincts in this fundamental direction are easily influenced 
in a negative fashion and never really flower. But there 
was more to her life of religious faith than a natural 
tendency and instinct towards religion and the moral life. 
It was that she loved and accepted Jesus Christ in all his 
revealed mysteries. She totally accepted that while he was 
truly man, he was literally God. He was and is the 
incarnate God. She knew that God, this great divine Being 
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before whom the whole universe is his creature, is three 
divine Persons. God is three distinct Persons — Father, 
Son and Spirit — each of whom is the same one and only 
divine, infinite Being. She knew that the Catholic Church 
was Christ’s creation, his living representative, his constant 
abode, his prophetic Voice. This belief in mysteries far 
beyond the natural reach of reason required the special 
assistance of God — which is to say, the grace of the 
divine Spirit. All this is to say that she lived by grace, and 
always endeavoured to abide in the state of grace — which 
brings us to our Gospel today (John 7:37-39). We read that 
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice (indicating the 
importance of his utterance), ‘Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 
within them.’ By this he meant the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time 
the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 
glorified.” 



1480 


I have mentioned this woman who lived a long and 
simple life, one stamped with grandeur because of her life¬ 
long Catholic faith, as an example of the effect of the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. There were “rivers of living water” 
flowing from within her, and the living water was, as St 
John points out, “the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were later to receive.” The Spirit of God was the great 
gift to us from Jesus after he was “glorified.” We receive 
this gift from heaven at our baptism and it is nourished by 
our life as members of Christ’s Church. Therein we hear 
the word of God and receive the Sacraments, and grow in 
the life of Christ. A living and life-long faith is the result, 
and this faith brings us a share in the divine life. That is 
our passbook to heaven, provided we genuinely endeavour 
to live by it, ever repenting throughout life unto the end. 
Thus do we drink of Christ. 
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Pentecost Sunday (Mass during the Day) 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 1:7 The Spirit of the Lord has 
filled the whole world and that which contains all things 
understands what is said, alleluia. 

Or: Romans 5:5; cf. 8:11 The love of God has been 
poured into our hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling 
within us, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the mystery of today's great feast 
sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation, 
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit across the 
face of the earth and, with the divine grace that was at 
work when the Gospel was first proclaimed, fill now once 
more the hearts of believers. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104: 1, 24, 29-31, 34; 
1 Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13 or Galatians 5:16-25; Gospel : 
John 20:19-23 or John 15: 26-27; 16:12-15 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
Peace be with you! After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 
saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you. And with that he 
breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven. (John 20:19-23) 

Something appeared to them that seemed like tongues 
of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of 
each of them. (Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11) 
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The Spirit The religion revealed by God is a 
religion of great hope. We are told in the Acts of the 
Apostles that when St Paul was taken to Rome and held 
under house arrest there, he invited the Jewish leaders in 
Rome to his home. He told them that it was because of the 
hope of Israel that he was being held in captivity (28:20). 
That reference to “the hope of Israel” gave expression to a 
distinguishing feature of the religion which God had 
revealed. It was a religion which looked forward to great 
things that God would do for man in the future. He would 
establish his kingdom, his rule, and this would answer 
man’s deepest longings. The Scriptures pointed to two 
blessings which the coming of God's kingdom would 
involve, firstly the Messiah, and secondly the Spirit of 
God. In the Old Testament there was a pattern in the 
saving actions and blessings of God for his people. Firstly, 
he raised up specially chosen people who acted with God’s 
power and aid. We think of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. We think of those anointed by the Spirit to be 
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great leaders and kings — Moses, certain of the Judges, 
King David and certain other kings. We think of those 
anointed to be prophets — Moses (again), Samuel, Elijah, 
Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel. Now, there was One 
coming who would be the greatest of them all and their 
fulfilment — the Anointed One, the Messiah, the Christ. 
JJe would be the Blessing to bring the coming blessings. 
There is a second feature in the pattern of God’s saving 
activity. Those great figures of the Old Testament did 
what they did by the power of the Spirit of God that had 
anointed them. Moses was great because he had been 
given a portion of the spirit of Yahweh, as had King David 
and the great prophets. Just as a Messiah had been 
promised, so too it was promised that this same Spirit of 
God, active in the great men of the Old Testament, would 
be poured out on mankind. This was the other glorious 
side to the hope of Israel. The prophet Joel, speaking the 
word of God, had said, “I will pour out my spirit on all 
mankind ... Even on the slaves, men and women, will I 
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pour out my spirit in those days.” St Peter refers to this 
prophecy. So, there would be a Messiah, and there would 
be the Spirit of God. There was confusion as to what all 
this would mean in the concrete — some expected a 
military Messiah, some a prophet-Messiah, some a Priest. 
The Essenes expected two Messiahs, it seems. Just what 
the pouring out of the spirit of Yahweh would entail, was 
contested. 

In the fullness of time it was revealed that the two 
expectations were intimately connected. When our Lord 
was baptized in the Jordan by John the Baptist, the Holy 
Spirit came upon him in the form of a dove. The upshot? 
The Spirit led our Lord out into the desert to engage in 
conflict with Satan. John the Baptist pointed our Lord out 
to his disciples, saying of him that he would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit. As with his Incarnation and the beginning 
of his ministry, so too, throughout his public ministry up to 
and including his Passion and Death and then on to his 
Resurrection, our Lord was constantly acting in the Holy 
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Spirit and by his power. The saving power of Christ was 
the action of the Holy Spirit — his own divine Spirit. 
God’s plan was revealed that it is Jesus the Messiah who 
gives the Spirit of God to God’s people and to the world. It 
is from him that the Spirit of God would come forth, and 
he would send his Holy Spirit from the Father. Indeed, 
Jesus reveals that the Spirit of God is a distinct Person, and 
like himself, a divine Person. The two work closely 
together and with the Father, like three keys producing a 
wondrous effect — or let us say that it is like the Father 
striking the keys with both his Hands — one Hand being 
the Son, the other Hand being the Spirit. It is the one 
divine Being, yet three distinct Persons, who produces the 
lofty piece. Let us remember that our Lord looked to the 
coming of the Holy Spirit as the event that would make all 
the difference to his disciples and to his work. For nearly 
three years of public ministry, our Lord strove to bring 
God’s chosen people to believe in him. His crucifixion 
represented the rejection by the nation’s leaders of the truth 
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to which he bore witness. His own disciples were left 
frightened and dispirited. Wherein lay our Lord’s 
unshakeable confidence? It lay in the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. The divine plan was that when he was glorified he 
and the Father would send the Holy Spirit, and this would 
transform the Church’s prospects. Accordingly, our Lord 
told his disciples before he ascended into heaven that they 
were to return to Jerusalem to await what had been 
promised. Today we remember the coming of the Holy 
Spirit on the infant Church and the difference which that 
coming made. The Church was bom and became God’s 
witness to the risen Jesus amid persecution and difficulties. 

At Pentecost, the Church became the Body of Christ 
and the Temple of the Holy Spirit, a holy people bringing 
redemption and sanctification to the peoples of the world. 
On this Feast, let us think of the Person of the Holy Spirit, 
his power and the effect of his presence and action in the 
hearts of Christ’s faithful. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit’s 
time had come, and has now come. He is the hope of Jesus 
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our Lord, and the hope of the Church and of all the 
Church’s members. He is the hope of each one of us who 
wish to follow Jesus, the Master. The Holy Spirit bears 
witness to Jesus and reminds us of all he has told us. With 
the Holy Spirit, we can hope for renewal and holiness. So 
let us entrust ourselves to the Holy Spirit and resolve to be 
obedient to his guidance. 

Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.702-716 (God’s Spirit and Word in the Time of the 
Promises) 
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Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
(Sunday After Pentecost) 

Entrance Antiphon Blest be God the Father, and the Only 
Begotten Son of God, and also the Holy Spirit, for he has 
shown us his merciful love. 

Collect God our Father, who by sending into the world 
the Word of truth and the Spirit of sanctification made 
known to the human race your wondrous mystery, grant us, 
we pray, that in professing the true faith, we may 
acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory and adore your 
Unity, powerful in majesty. Through our Ford Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:32-34.39-40; Psalm 33; 
Romans 8:14-17; Matthew 28:16-20 
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Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw 
him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus 
came to them and said, All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
(Matthew 28:16-20) 

The Trinity Prior to the coming of our Lord, there 
was one most notable characteristic of the religion of the 
chosen people of Israel which stood out among the peoples 
of the ancient world. They believed in only one God. The 
normal thing among the peoples was (and has been) to 
believe in many gods, each of whom had a sphere of 
influence and a certain level of power. In this division and 
sharing of power from the highest to the lesser gods, the 
heavenly realm was not unlike the human realm with its 
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different authorities and powers (and reflecting a similar 
arbitrariness). Further, there was little or no idea of the 
universe being drawn from nothing at the will of the 
heavenly powers, let alone from a single divine power. 
The universe was seen not so much as created but as a 
given, while being controlled in various ways by higher 
powers who themselves were subject to various other 
powers, and who had various origins among themselves. 
Of course, this religious polytheism was to be expected at 
least on the popular level. It harmonised with man’s 
experience of human authority and power. Popular 
religion looked very much like a projection of human 
experience. By contrast, when some ancient thinkers 
examined and then with good reason rejected these popular 
beliefs as untenable, they often proposed atheism or 
agnosticism instead. A few philosophers gained some 
notion of a single ultimate source (eg., the Pure Act of 
Aristotle) but it was largely an abstraction and impersonal. 
That is to say, there was hardly any instance of true 
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monotheism, a religious world-view that understood all 
reality as coming from the free decision of one, necessary, 
unlimited and personal Being. It would have been so hard 
to imagine (as it still is) everything we see and everything 
we cannot see, including all the heavenly realm that there 
may be, coming, in all its being and variety, from the free 
decision of one necessary supreme Being. But this is 
exactly what was revealed to the chosen people by God 
through the testimony of the patriarchs and the prophets, 
and made clear in the gradual unfolding of the history of 
salvation. That there is one almighty God who is the 
Father and origin of all; that he is all-holy and all-powerful; 
that he is rich in mercy and compassion; that he gives us 
our life and sustains it constantly; that he commands us to 
love him and to live a holy life according to his 
commandments, all this is an immensely novel revelation 
and doctrine in the history of man’s religions. 

It was the vocation of the children of Israel to bear 
witness to the one all-holy and almighty God in a world 
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worshipping numerous un-holy and very limited gods. We 
ought always treasure this revelation, and base our lives on 
it, looking to the one God for everything and striving to 
live for his glory alone. Novel as this was, many elements 
of this doctrine of the one God are theoretically attainable 
by the natural powers of man’s mind, even though in fact 
man only rarely has attained the knowledge of some 
elements of it. But the arrival of Jesus our Lord brought a 
spectacularly new revelation far beyond man's powers, one 
that our Lord revealed not instantly to his disciples, but 
gradually. That there is only one all-holy God of the 
Patriarchs and prophets who calls us to a communion of 
life with him by leading a holy life in accord with his 
revealed commandments, our Lord of course solemnly 
reaffirmed. He came to fulfil the teaching of the Law and 
the Prophets, not to do away with it. But he fulfilled it by 
revealing an ineffable mystery about this one God. The 
one God is one in being, but three Persons. Further, the 
triune God — one in Being and three in Persons — calls us 
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not just to obey but to share their divine life. There is the 
Father who is the eternal Origin of all. What distinguishes 
him from the other two divine Persons is not his Being, for 
the divine Being that the Father is, is the same one and 
only divine Being that the Son and the Spirit each are. 
What distinguishes him from them is that he is the Father 
and Origin. He, from all eternity, has begotten his only 
Son. The Son, distinct from the Father as a Person 
precisely and simply because he is the Son, is the image of 
the Father and has received from the Father all that the 
Father is as the divine Being. He is therefore the same as 
the Father not in his Personhood but in his divine Being. 
He is the one God, as is the Father. But there is a further 
revelation. The Father and the Son are united in limitless 
love with one another and this infinite love is a third divine 
Person who, being their love, proceeds forth from the 
Father and the Son. He is like an eternal sigh of love 
between the Father and the Son, their eternal embrace, and 
is called the Holy Spirit by our Lord and by the Sacred 
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Scriptures. Together with the Father and the Son he is to 
be adored and glorified. Distinct as a Person, he is the 
same one God as is the Father and the Son, the same in 
being as them both. God is one in being, three divine 
Persons, each of whom is the one God. 

All this directly involves us. The grandeur of it is that 
we are called by our baptism to share in this life of love 
between the three divine Persons. Here on earth we have 
been granted a share in the life of the Holy Trinity. Our 
calling is to grow daily in this life by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, requiring of us that we live in faith, hope and love 
— and according to the requirements of the Faith of the 
Church. By our baptism we are enabled to live as God’s 
children. So let us today celebrate who God is, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, and what he has done for us in making us 
his children and calling us to share in his holiness both now 
and hereafter. Let us take all practical steps to ensure that 
this dream of God the most Holy Trinity, this plan that he 
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has revealed for each of us both here and hereafter, is fully 
realized in us. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.232-248 (The revelation of God as Trinity) 

-- 
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The Most Holy Body and Blood of the Lord 
(Corpus Christi) 

(Second Sunday After Pentecost) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 81 (80): 17 He fed them with 
the finest wheat and satisfied them with honey from the 
rock. 

Collect O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament have left 
us a memorial of your Passion, grant us, we pray, so to 
revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood that 
we may always experience in ourselves the fruits of your 
redemption. Who live and reign with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 24:3-8; Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18; 
Hebrews 9:11-15; Mark 14:12-16.22-26 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, 
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Jesus' disciples asked him, Where do you want us to go and 
make preparations for you to eat the Passover? So he sent 
two of his disciples, telling them, Go into the city, and a 
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 
Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The Teacher asks: 
Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?' He will show you a large upper room, 
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there. The 
disciples left, went into the city and found things just as 
Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take it; this is 
my body. Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it 
to them, and they all drank from it. This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many, he said to them. I 
tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of 
God. When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. (Mark 14:12-16, 22-26) 
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The Eucharist The Church’s members are 

repeatedly reminded that the Eucharist is the summit and 
the source of life in Christ. This is so for each member, 
and for the entire Church as a body. I suspect that for 
many it takes a long time to realize this truth because we 
naturally tend to live by sight rather than by faith. That is 
to say, because the Holy Eucharist is a still, small object to 
human sight with the appearances of only bread, and 
because it therefore has but a moderate visual impact , we 
unconsciously tend to give it only a moderate importance. 
Let us compare our sense of the importance of the Holy 
Eucharist with our appreciation of the importance of other 
things. Take the matter of having a job. Imagine if there 
were no unemployment benefits and a person were to lose 
his job or were unable to find one. Would not this be 
viewed as an immensely serious loss, because how would 
he then live? But what of the Eucharist, which our Lord, 
God incarnate, said is our heavenly Bread, such that if we 
do not eat of it we will die, die in a supernatural and eternal 
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sense? We realize the seriousness of not having a 
livelihood, but do we realize the result of not receiving the 
Eucharist? On this feast of the Body and Blood of Christ 
we ought ask ourselves to what extent we are hungering 
after Jesus himself, and whether we really do recognize 
that here on earth Jesus, in the first instance, is the 
Eucharistic Jesus. There is a danger that even if we come 
to Mass every Sunday (as we should) we can fail in a deep 
appreciation of the JJoly Eucharist. Our feast today is the 
opportunity to pray for the grace to grow in this 
appreciation. The Eucharist is the heart of our faith and of 
the life of the Church. St John tells us in his Gospel that 
Christ taught the doctrine of the Eucharist in the synagogue 
at Capernaum. JJe taught that his flesh would be real food 
and his blood real drink, and that if a person did not eat his 
flesh and drink his blood, that person would have no life in 
him. As a result, many of his disciples left him. So it has 
often been ever since, because this doctrine can only be 
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accepted on the word of Christ our Redeemer and our God, 
and not on what we can see or reason out for ourselves. 

The early Fathers of the Church gave witness to the 
fact that Jesus did not give us a mere symbol of himself, 
but instead empowered his Church, through her priests, to 
continue his real presence in the world. In fact, the 
Protestant scholar, J.N.D. Kelly, who extensively studied 
the history of the early church, affirmed this early 
understanding of the Eucharist. He wrote: 

Eucharistic teaching, it should be understood at the 
outset, was in general unquestioningly realist, i.e., 
the consecrated bread and wine were taken to be, 
and were treated and designated as, the Saviour’s 
body and blood {Early Christian Doctrines, 440). 

Around 107 A.D., St. Ignatius of Antioch wrote: 

Take note of those who hold heterodox opinions on 
the grace of Jesus Christ which has come to us, and 
see how contrary their opinions are to the mind of 
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God. They abstain from the Eucharist and from 
prayer because they do not confess that the 
Eucharist is the flesh of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
flesh which suffered for our sins and which that 
Father, in his goodness, raised up again. They who 
deny the gift of God are perishing in their disputes 
(Letter to the Smyrnaeans 6:2-7:1). 

Around the year 151 A.D., St. Justin wrote these words to 

the Roman Emperor Antoninus Pius: 

We call this food Eucharist, and no one else is 
permitted to partake of it, except one who believes 
our teaching to be true and who has been washed in 
the washing which is for the remission of sins and 
for regeneration [i.e., has received baptism] and is 
thereby living as Christ enjoined. For not as 
common bread nor common drink do we receive 
these; but since Jesus Christ our Saviour was made 
incarnate by the word of God and had both flesh 
and blood for our salvation, so too, as we have been 
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taught, the food which has been made into the 
Eucharist by the Eucharistic prayer set down by 
Him, and by the change of which our blood and 
flesh is nurtured, is both the flesh and the blood of 
that incarnated Jesus (First Apology 66). 

A former Protestant minister once attended Mass out of 
curiosity. He is well-known to Catholics as Dr. Scott 
Hahn. Writing of his first experience of the consecration of 
the bread and wine at Mass, he explained: 


As an evangelical Calvinist, I had been taught that 
the Catholic Mass was the greatest sacrilege that a 
man could commit - to re-sacrifice Christ - so I 
wasn’t sure what to do. After pronouncing the 
words of consecration, the priest held up the Host. I 
felt as if the last drop of doubt had drained from 
me. With all of my heart, I whispered, ‘My Lord 
and my God. That’s really you! And if that’s you, 
then I want full communion with you. I don’t want 
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to hold anything back’ (Rome Sweet Home, pp. 
87-88). 

So, quoting the First Letter to the Corinthians, the Church’s 
Catechism warns: 

“Whoever, therefore, eats of the bread or drinks the 
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 

... For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon 
himself’ (1 Corinthians 11: 27-29). “Anyone 
conscious of a grave sin must receive the sacrament 
of reconciliation before coming to communion” 

0 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1385). 

I think, though, that the danger for the practising 
Catholic who comes to Mass each Sunday is not that he 
will formally reject the doctrine, but that he will have a 
casual attitude to it, because it requires a lively faith. If he 
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does have this casual attitude, he will not regard the 
Eucharistic Jesus very seriously. For instance, he may 
walk past or drive past the church without even thinking of 
the presence of Jesus there in the Tabernacle, fie may live 
out his week in the vicinity of the church without thinking 
of the presence of the Eucharistic Jesus in the Tabernacle. 
He may never make anything like a spiritual communion 
with the Eucharistic Jesus in his own parish. There is even 
a danger of not adverting much to the presence of Jesus in 
the Tabernacle when he is inside the church. He may tend 
to think of other things which he can actually see or hear. 
The constant effort of faith in the Real Presence of Jesus 
should lead to a prayerful silence before the Tabernacle 
before and after Mass. This lively faith may even lead to a 
more frequent coming to Mass than the minimum of each 
Sunday. That is to say, one ought strive to go beyond a 
theoretical acceptance of the centrality of the Eucharist 
whenever reminded by, say, a homily. One may never 
dream of denying this central doctrine. But the danger is of 
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not having a vivid realization of its truth. This profound 
appreciation is what one ought seek and deepen as time 
goes on. As with every truth of the faith, it requires more 
prayer, spiritual reading and reflection. It certainly 
requires an active exercise of faith. The Eucharist is Jesus 
himself (Mark 14:12-16.22-26), and is therefore the 
Church’s greatest treasure and a principal reason for being 
a Catholic. Now, there is especially this to remember. 
Together with his very own Person, the Eucharistic Jesus 
makes present at Mass his greatest act ever done for man 
and for each of us, namely what he did at Calvary. At 
Mass he makes present the giving of himself in perfect 
obedience to the Father on our behalf, that very same act of 
self-offering that he made at Calvary. The circumstances 
of course are different — there are no hammer blows and 
no actual nailing up on the Cross — but the essential act of 
Christ’s Person on that occasion, the essential thing he did 
on that occasion, is the same. It is not repeated, because it 
was of infinite value. No, it is the same act and is made 
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present here and now at Mass. That unique act of 
self-offering at Calvary, which is continually present now 
in heaven, is re-presented to us at Mass. This is a great 
mystery, but it is made present and applied to each of us so 
that we can become part of it and one with it. In uniting 
ourselves with our Lord in the Eucharist, we receive into 
our hearts and souls the redeeming and sanctifying fruits of 
his sacrifice of himself at Calvary. 

In the most holy Eucharist, Jesus gives himself to us. 
We are taken up into him. In a sacramental manner, we 
feed on the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. In the process 
of Christ giving himself to us in this way, we receive a 
marvellous share in the life of God which is the fruit of the 
sacrifice of Calvary. Our transformation into Christ is 
made possible principally through the Eucharist. So let us 
pray for the grace to realize this, and to prepare for it by an 
ever holier life. Let us make the Eucharist the summit and 
source of our Christian life, asking for the grace to bear 
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witness to it, helping others to make the Eucharist the 
centre of everything. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1333-1344 (The Signs of Bread and Water) 

-- 
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The most Sacred Heart of Jesus (Solemnity) 

(Friday after the Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 33 (32): 11, 19 The designs of his 
Heart are from age to age, to rescue their souls from death, 
and to keep them alive in famine. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who glory 
in the Heart of your beloved Son and recall the wonders of 
his love for us, may be made worthy to receive an 
overflowing measure of grace from that fount of heavenly 
gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who in the Heart of your Son, wounded by our 
sins, bestow on us in mercy the boundless treasures of your 
love, grant, we pray, that, in paying him the homage of our 
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devotion, we may also offer worthy reparation. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9; Isaiah 12:2-6; 
Ephesians 3:8-12, 14-19; John 19:31-37 

Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day 
was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not 
want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they 
asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken 
down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of 
the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then 
those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found 
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a 
spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The 
man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is 
true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so 
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that you also may believe. These things happened so that 
the scripture would be fulfilled: Not one of his bones will 
be broken, and, as another scripture says, They will look 
on the one they have pierced. (John 19: 31-37) 

Christ’s Heart In his account of the Passion and 
Death of Jesus Christ, St John lingers on the period when 
Christ hung dead from the Cross — as do the Synoptic 
Gospels too. Jesus “bowed his head and gave up his spirit” 
(John 19:30). There are eight verses before the body is 
taken away to the tomb (19:31-38). The penalty of 
crucifixion was unspeakably painful, and it could be a slow 
business. According to ancient accounts, crucified 
criminals frequently hung for days on the cross until finally 
relieved by death. Because of the closeness to the hour of 
the “high Sabbath,” the “Jews” besought the Procurator 
that death be hastened in the usual way — by breaking the 
legs of the crucified men. Doubtless this was also meant as 
the coup de grace on the hated Nazarene. But by a higher 
dispensation foreseen by the prophecy, this was not to be 
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so for the One declared by John the Baptist to be the Lamb 
of God: “not a bone of his will be broken” (John 19:36). 
Stringent regulations forbade the breaking of a bone of the 
paschal lamb which was sacrificed each year. The paschal 
lamb commemorated that lamb which the chosen people 
slaughtered and ate for the first time in Egypt and whose 
blood on the door kept the Angel of death from entering 
their dwellings. Christ was God’s Paschal Lamb - no bone 
was to be broken. Instead, there came the powerful 
piercing by the lance. The Roman spear was sharply 
pointed, but widened towards the head of the shaft. As a 
result a wound made by it was so deep and wide that one 
could almost place one's hand in it. In the same Gospel of 
St John, the risen Jesus distinguished between the marks of 
the wounds in His hands and feet and the open wound in 
his side, when he said to Thomas: “Put in your finger here, 
and see my hands; and bring your hand, and put it into my 
side” (20:27). The scene emphasizes the real death of 
Jesus Christ as revealing his love of the Father and 
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mankind. The spear, thrust between his right ribs, probably 
perforated not only the right lung but also the pericardium 
and heart. If this happened, blood and pericardial fluid 
(which John described as “water”) would have appeared 
from the gaping wound of the spear. Perhaps the pierced 
heart was almost to be seen. Imagine the effect of this sight 
on Christ’s holy mother, and how a sword, as Simeon had 
predicted, would have pierced her soul! In that “blood and 
water” was revealed the sacred heart of the Incarnate Son 
of God, utterly spent for love of the Father and for each of 
us. Christ loved me, St Paul wrote, and gave himself up 
for me (Gal. 2:20). 

So Christ truly died. His resurrection was thus a 
wonder. Christ freely laid down his life and freely took it 
up again. His rising from the dead is the basis of the 
Christian’s faith in God, whose love was revealed in that 
death. In respect to Christ’s death, John intends that we 
linger on the sight of the blood and water flowing from his 
heart and open side. Immediately after stating the fact, we 
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read that “he who saw it has borne witness — his 
testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth — 
that you also may believe” (19:35). Apart from his 
indicating that Jesus is the Lamb of God (no bone of whom 
was broken), he also stresses the fulfilment of the prophecy 
of Zechariah. In Zechariah 12:10 we read, “And I will 
pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of compassion and supplication, so that, 
when they look on him whom they have pierced, they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep 
bitterly over him, as one weeps over a first-born.” Jesus 
was pierced; he was from the lineage of David; he was “an 
only child” and “a first-born.” In death, he is the fulfilment 
of the prophecy. Zechariah even goes on a few verses later 
to describe the day that this man was pierced as the day 
“there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin 
and uncleanliness" (Zechariah 13:1). So it was predicted 
that on the day of the piercing of this One, a fountain shall 
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be opened to cleanse and free from sin. Earlier in his 
Gospel, St John quotes Jesus referring to rivers of living 
water flowing from his heart: “He who believes in me, as 
the scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart shall flow rivers of 
living water’” (John 7:38). There are many passages from 
Scripture to which our Lord may have been alluding here: 
Isaiah 12:3; Ezechiel 47:1-12; Zechariah 13:1; Exodus 
17:1-7; Numbers 20:7-13. John himself formally interprets 
our Lord’s promise, giving the inspired interpretation: 
“Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who 
believed in him were to receive” (7:39). Again in his First 
Letter, John writes that the blood and water give the same 
witness as the Spirit: “There are three witnesses, the Spirit, 
the water, and the blood; and these three agree” (1 John 
5:8). Those who look on Jesus Christ, lifted up “as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness” and believe in him, 
will “have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). In and with Mary 
and the beloved disciple, we gaze on the Redeemer and on 
his heart. 
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All up, our scene today of Christ in death John 19:31- 
37), hanging from the Cross and having blood and water 
flowing from his heart for all to see, is most significant. It 
tolls a great Bell, announcing the rivers of living water 
flowing from the heart of God to sinful humanity. The 
Spirit is about to be sent. The Church is about to be born. 
The Sacraments are about to be made available. Broken 
man is to live with a share in the life of God, throbbing in 
the heart of Jesus Christ his divine Son. That sacred heart 
stands revealed and open to access through the great 
wound in his side. Blood and water flow from it — the 
waters of Baptism, the holy Eucharist, the Church herself, 
and life eternal for all. 
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Second reflection: (John 19:31-37) 

“One of the soldiers pierced his side with a lance; and 
immediately there came out blood and water.” 

God is Love If we think of the broad sweep of 
man’s religions, it is not easy to think of a religion in 
which the deity loves man with a selfless love, a love 
which is free, unearned, moral and undying. This kind of 
loving deity is surely a distinctive feature of the revealed 
religion of Judaism and Christianity. What was revealed to 
Abraham, Moses and the prophets was marvellously 
fulfilled by and in Jesus Christ. God is love. This is a truth 
which would seem to require a revelation because there is 
so much in the visible universe which seems to belie it. 
The hurts and sorrows of this life can overwhelm and 
smother any sense in a person that love is behind and at the 
source of the universe, as some of the greatest Christian 
lights have not hesitated to admit. In his Apologia Pro Vita 
Sua the great Cardinal Newman, now beatified, readily 
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conceded that were it not for his prior and inner conviction 
of the reality of God, the sight of the world’s evils would 
lead him away from theism. So into this situation of a 
world profoundly disfigured by sin and suffering and evil 
of various kinds, has come a great piece of good news. It 
is that whatever be the appearances, the Creator of all is a 
God of love. This love has been revealed by Jesus Christ 
whose heart, a very human heart full of love, is the heart of 
God himself. If we want to know the love of God, we look 
to the heart of Jesus Christ pierced by a lance. 

How beautiful are some of the passages in the 
prophets in which God gives utterance to the love he has 
for his people! In our first reading today from Hosea God 
tells us that “I was like someone who lifts an infant close 
against his cheek; stooping down to him I gave him his 
food. How could I treat you like Adamah ... ? My heart 
recoils from it” (Hosea 11:1.3-4.8-9). It was this love 
which our Lord came to reveal, and which St Paul in our 
second reading tells us we must be planted in and built on. 
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For this we need the grace of God, and that is what St Paul 
prays for in our passage today. To help us live in this love 
and grow in it, let us keep before us the figure of Christ 
crucified as presented to us by St John in his Gospel 
passage today. It is Christ dead on the cross for me, 
pierced with a lance (John 19:31-37). St Paul says 
elsewhere, Christ loved me and delivered himself up for 
me. He loved me, each of us should repeat, and he died for 
me. He did not simply die for the whole world in general, 
no, he died for me as if I were the only one he died for. Let 
us pray for the grace to appreciate this. If there are 
profound hurts in a person’s life causing such indignation, 
grief and bitterness as to make it difficult to accept that 
God is full of love, let that person pray persistently for 
healing. God has revealed that he loves each of us with an 
infinite, undying and personal love. Let us pray for the 
grace to appreciate and accept this, and to be able to love in 
similar manner. Let us pray for the grace also to be able to 
bring this good news to others. 
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The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a day of 
renewed discovery of the central tenet of our faith, that the 
God we worship is a God whose personal life is one of 
triune love, a love revealed in the heart of Christ. That 
love we are called to make our own both here and 
everlastingly hereafter. 
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The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

(Saturday after the Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 My heart will rejoice in 
your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, who has been 
bountiful with me. 

Collect O God, who prepared a fit dwelling place for the 
Holy Spirit in the Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
graciously grant that through her intercession we may be a 
worthy temple of your glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

In 1942, Pope Pius XII consecrated the world to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary . However, this is not a new 
devotion. In the seventeenth century, St John Eudes 
preached it, together with that of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
The Church instituted this feast to encourage us to trust 
always in the intercession of our Blessed Mother as a 
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source of grace and mercy. The all pure heart of Mary 
beckons us to be pure of heart, keeping it free from 
attachments so that it may respond easily to do God’s will. 
She teaches us to love all in the Heart of Jesus. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 61:9-11; Psalm: 1 Samuel 2; 

Luke 2:41-51 

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the 
Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they 
went up to the Feast, according to the custom. After the 
Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were 
unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they 
travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him 
among their relatives and friends. When they did not find 
him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After 
three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 
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understanding and his answers. When his parents saw 
him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, Son, 
why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have 
been anxiously searching for you. Why were you searching 
for me? he asked. Didn't you know I had to be in my 
Father's house? But they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all 
these things in her heart. (Luke 2:41-51) 

Mary Any significant work of literature or history 
will contain and convey various levels of meaning. This 
will be due to different factors, such as the intent and 
ability of the author himself and the background and 
perceptive power of the reader. When reading, say, The 
Last of the Mohicans, or The Pathfinder or The Deer slayer 
by James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851), one reader will 
be enthralled with the depiction of the north American 
wilds, the central Indians of those novels, and particularly 
the exploits of Natty Bumppo — with his nicknames 
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Hawkeye, Deerslayer and Pathfinder (based, perhaps, on 
the real-life figure of Daniel Boone). Another reader, 
though, might be fascinated with the Deist religion 
exemplified in the religious spirit of Bumppo. That is to 
say, it is characteristic of writing (indeed of the arts in 
general) to bear multiple senses. How much more must 
this be the case when the Writings in question have God as 
their Author! Not only is this to be expected, but we see in 
our Lord’s references to Holy Scripture, as in the 
references to Scripture by the inspired authors of the 
Gospels, this point confirmed. The Sacred Books convey 
unsuspected riches within their numerous passages. For 
example, a single verse of a psalm may contain enormous 
implications which few readers had ever noticed. When in 
Matthew 22:44 our Lord quoted Psalm 110:1, “The Lord 
said to my Lord, sit at my right hand while I make your 
enemies a footstool under your feet,” he asked how David 
could call the Messiah his Lord if he is his son? Our Lord 
is suggesting to his hearers that the Holy Spirit (“David, 
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inspired by the Spirit ” - 22:43) is intimating in the psalm 
that the Messiah is both human (because son of David) and 
divine (because Lord — Adonai ). We have in our Lord’s 
words a divine interpretation — but few would have 
noticed what was there. It confirms what we ought expect, 
that in the smallest “iota” and “dot” (Matthew 5:18) there 
are unsuspected riches from the Divine Teacher who 
authored them. The Scriptures abound and pulsate with 
teaching from on high, and this ought lead the reader to 
seek light from the Holy Spirit in his reading of them. All 
this brings us to our Gospel today, which includes a special 
attention to Mary — indeed, it includes a notice of her very 
heart. Luke has told us of Mary and Joseph’s anxious 
search for the Child. Then he adds, “But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart ” (Luke 2:41-51). 

If Luke, writing under divine inspiration, sees fit to 
tell us of how Mary treasured “all these things in her 
heart,” we ought consider the fact. In particular, we ought 
consider the phenomenon of the holy heart of Mary the 
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Mother of the Redeemer. It was the heart of her who was 
the Mother of God, as the Council of Ephesus declared her 
to be ( Theotokos : God-bearer). It is clear that St Luke, and 
behind him the infant Church of which he was a part and 
which sustained him with its Tradition, means us to think 
of the heart of the Virgin Mary. While Luke reports that 
both Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous before God 
(1:6), he does not speak of their “heart” or “soul.” But 
during the same chapter, he does when writing of Mary. 
The Angel Gabriel addressed her as one who was “full of 
grace — the Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). She 
“considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might 
be” — so Luke is drawing our attention to her inner life 
and her “mind.” In her exultant prayer of praise and thanks 
before her kinswoman Elizabeth, Mary refers to her “soul” 
and her “spirit”: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” (1:46-47). 
When the time came for her to have her Child at 
Bethlehem, the shepherds came and “made known what 
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had been told them concerning this child; and all who 
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.” Then 
we are drawn to attend to the heart of Mary: “But Mary 
kept all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Luke 
2:17-19). The Holy Spirit wishes us to think of the heart of 
Mary the mother of the Saviour, the heart of her who is his 
first and foremost disciple, of her whose “heart” is “full of 
grace.” As a matter of fact, the “heart” ( kardia ) is referred 
to in numerous contexts in the New Testament. The 
“heart” is the core of the person. In describing the person 
who is the “good soil,” Christ says that “they are those 
who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good 
heart (en kardia kale), and bring forth fruit in abundance” 
(Luke 8:15). Having a good heart is critical, and this is 
what Mary had superlatively. She is, par excellence, the 
perfect Daughter of Sion who has fulfilled the great 
commandment to love God “with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind” (Luke 10:27). When our Lord gave this answer, in 
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his mind there may have been the thought of his all-holy 
mother and her immaculate heart. 

Let us place ourselves constantly under the care of our 
heavenly mother, given to the Church as Christ’s final gift 
from the Cross. Behold your mother! he said to his 
beloved disciple. From that hour he took her to his home. 
Let us ask the Holy Spirit who filled the heart of Mary with 
his divine grace to enable us to draw ever nearer to her 
heart. Let us pray that we may be ever in the heart of Mary 
— she treasured all these things in her heart. Let us ask 
that she treasure each of us in her heart, and whenever the 
wine runs out in any sense, that she will present us and our 
need before her divine Son. Her intercession is all- 
powerful, for she is the Queen-mother. Her heart is our 
model and our hope. Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for 
us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen! 


Vb»©«dv 
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First Week of Ordinary Time 

The Baptism of the Lord 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 3:16-17 After the Lord was 
baptized, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit 
descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of the 
Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had 
been baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him, solemnly declared him your beloved 
Son, grant that your children by adoption, reborn of water 
and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
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Or: 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our very 
flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed 
through him whom we recognize as outwardly like 
ourselves. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7 or Isaiah 55: 1-11; 
Psalm 29: 1-4, 9-10; Mark 1: 7-11 

And this was John’s message: “After me will come 
one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. ” At 
that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up 
out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came 



1533 


from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased. ” (Mark 1:7-11) 

Christ’s Baptism In the Gospel of St Matthew, 
the Angel informs Joseph in a dream of the work of the 
One whom his betrothed has conceived of the Holy Spirit. 
His name is to be “Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins ” (Matthew 1:21). This is a critically important 
point, and perhaps somewhat new. Joseph was told that his 
mission would be spiritual, and to do with salvation from 
sin. There is no further clarification. The wise men from 
the East inquire about him “who has been bom king of the 
Jews” (2:2), and the chief priests and scribes inform Herod 
of the prophecy: he will be “a mler who will govern my 
people Israel” (2:6). This stresses his kingly character. 
The Child will be a Ruler. In Luke, the Angel informs 
Mary that she is to name her son Jesus. He will be great, 
the Son of the Most High. Then there is given the 
emphasis on his mission as King. He will receive the 
throne of David his father “and he will reign over the house 
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of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no end” 
(1:31-33). There is more that the Angel tells of the 
uniqueness of his Person, but in terms of his work, the 
stress is on his being the divinely-anointed Ruler. He is the 
Messiah-King, and we recall that throughout the Synoptic 
Gospels the stress of our Lord’s preaching is on the 
Kingdom. In Luke, the Angel informs the shepherds of the 
birth of “a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
He is a “Saviour” — but the evil from which he will 
deliver the people is not specified. He will be the Messiah- 
Ruler or King — “Christ the Lord.” Simeon predicts that 
the Child is the Lord’s “salvation,” a “light to the Gentiles” 
and the “glory” of Israel (Luke 2:29-35), and that he will 
greatly suffer. Broadly speaking, the predictions at the 
time of Christ’s Infancy as to his future work were that he 
would rule as the Messiah-King, and that he would save his 
people — the Angel having specified to Joseph that he 
would “save his people from their sins'’'. He would be the 
great Anointed King who would deliver his people from 
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their oppression. It was somewhat vague, and Mary and 
Joseph themselves had to proceed by faith. God would do 
his work, and his will would gradually be made known. 

But now, on the threshold of our Lord’s public 
ministry there is the word of John the Baptist — and, in a 
public sense, he appears to introduce something new. All 
four Gospels declare that John the Baptist foretold that “he 
who is coming” “will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”. 
Matthew adds, “and with fire” (3:11). So does Luke (3:16- 
17). In the Acts of the Apostles, Luke’s companion 
volume, our Lord confirms this: “John baptized with water, 
but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 1:5). In Mark, our Gospel for this day, the 
One coming “will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (1:8). 
In the Gospel of St John, the Baptist declares that it was 
from God that he learnt that “he on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit” (John 1:33). So it looks as if this was a further 
revelation, prior to the public ministry of Christ, about the 
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nature of the salvation he would bring. It came from the 
lips of John the Baptist that Jesus of Nazareth would 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. It was a spiritual mission, and 
it had to do with the taking away of the world’s sin. Both 
before and after foretelling the baptism with the Holy Spirit 
by Christ, John speaks of Jesus being “the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29 and 36). 
While John’s baptism was a forerunner and pointer to the 
baptism to be effected by Jesus, Christ’s own baptism was 
especially so. Christ stepped forward as if one of sinful 
humanity, thus showing his taking part with all his 
brothers, and when baptized by John, the heavens parted. 
At that, God the Holy Spirit descended on him in visible 
form — in the form of a dove. It was a public anointing of 
him as Prophet, Priest and King, and we may say that John 
the Baptist was the visible hand that effected it. The great 
prophet Moses anointed Aaron and his sons as priests 
(Leviticus 8:30). Samuel anointed David as king (1 
Samuel 16:13). Elijah was commanded to anoint Elisha to 
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be prophet in his place — which he effected by casting his 
mantle upon him (1 Kings 19:16. 19). Here the Baptist 
pours water over Jesus of Nazareth, who is then filled with 
the Holy Spirit, declared by heaven to be the beloved Son 
of God, and empowered as Messiah for his mission. He 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit. With that, the Baptist 
recedes, and the Messiah takes the stage. 

Let today’s Gospel passage, giving us the testimony 
of the Baptist, renew in us our appreciation of the gift to us 
of the Spirit of God. Christ’s baptism and the testimony of 
John reveals the mystery of the most holy triune God, 
Father, Son and Spirit. It reveals a centrepiece of the 
redemption planned by God for man, namely the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. God means us to be baptized with his own 
divine Spirit. This is the will of God, St Paul writes, your 
sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3). It is the Holy Spirit 
who is our Sanctifier, and this began at our baptism. It was 
continued at our confirmation, and it is nourished in each 
of the Sacraments of the Church. Let us strive to be 
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subject to the Holy Spirit, then. He is to be our life, as he 
was the life of Christ. 


Second reflection: (Mark 1:7-11) 

The Humility of God In the Gospel passage for 
today the Church brings us to the threshold of our Lord’s 
public ministry, his baptism in the river Jordan by John 
(Mark 1:7-11). He had spent thirty years in humble 
obscurity with the ordinary men and women of his own 
village. Their lot had been his, showing that he shared our 
humanity completely. The one exception was sin - this he 
could not share for he was God. Our Lord was like unto us 
in everything except that, being divine, he was utterly 
sinless. Despite his sinlessness, we see him stepping 
forward to be baptised by John as if he were a member of 
sinful fallen humanity; as if he were a man conscious of his 
sinfulness and desiring to confess and repent of it. The 
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washing of John’s baptism signified both the desire of the 
penitent to be washed free of his sins, and his trust that 
God in his goodness would indeed forgive him his sins. 
What then did the desire of our Lord to be baptised by John 
signify, for he was sinless? It signified that our Lord was 
choosing to be at one with sinful humanity, and though 
sinless himself, he was taking on himself in a redeeming 
sense the sins of mankind. He himself would atone for the 
sin of the world by his obedient sufferings, and the baptism 
he would institute for his Church would bring this 
atonement for sin to each individual. 

And so we are brought to contemplate the loving 
humility of Christ, and in him, of God. The baptism of our 
Lord was a revelation of God’s character, we might say. 
He is profoundly humble, being prepared to be counted 
among sinners though utterly sinless. He is immensely 
loving, being prepared out of love to take on the world’s 
sin and do away with it by expiation. This is what God is 
like, and because of what Christ has done, we are by 
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adoption his children. Let us resolve to imitate him by 
living lives united to Christ in his humility and loving 
commitment to the salvation of men. 
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Monday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm 96; Mark 1:14-20 

When John was imprisoned, Jesus went into Galilee 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, saying: “The 
time is accomplished, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe the Good News. ” Passing by the sea 
of Galilee he saw Simon and Andrew his brother, casting 
nets into the sea (for they were fishermen). Jesus said to 
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them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of 
men. ” Immediately leaving their nets they followed him. 
Going on from there a little, he saw James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother who also were mending their 
nets in the boat. Immediately he called them, and leaving 
their father Zebedee in the boat with his hired men, they 
followed him. (Mark 1:14-20) 

Fishers of Men Mark tells us that “when John 
was imprisoned, Jesus went into Galilee preaching the 
Gospel of the Kingdom of God”. He is not saying that 
Christ did not begin his public ministry in any sense till 
John was imprisoned, but it certainly began in earnest 
when John’s public ministry ceased. What we also notice 
is that from the very outset Christ called disciples to his 
side. He certainly attracted them, as did John and 
presumably many of the prophets before him. But he did 
more than this, he actively called them to discipleship. In 
the Gospel of St Matthew, once our Lord’s sojourn in the 
wilderness being tempted by Satan had finished, he “began 
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to preach, saying, ‘Repent Then we read, as in our 

passage today from Mark, that “as he walked by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers ... And he said to them, 
‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men’” (4:18- 
19). In the Gospel of St Luke, the call of his disciples is 
not so immediate. We notice that our Lord is accompanied 
by Simon (Luke 4:38), and then we read of Simon’s special 
and formal call following the miraculous catch of fish (5:6- 
11), together with James and John the sons of Zebedee. 
The future “pillars” of the infant Church hear their call: 
“Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men” 
(Luke 5:10). Now, in all this, what is notable is not just 
that Christ very early on actively calls disciples to himself, 
but they are drawn immediately into his mission. Being 
associated with Jesus in friendship means being caught up, 
in one sense or another, in his mission to announce, 
establish and extend the Kingdom of God. What this 
Kingdom consists in would be made clear — it is present 
in Jesus himself in the first instance, and in union with him. 
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He is the King, and one enters the Kingdom by accepting 
him as Lord and Friend and sharing his life. But the task of 
his disciples is to join with him in the mission of extending 
the Kingdom. This may be said to be the climax of the 
Gospel of St Matthew. On the mountain the risen and 
glorious Lord, to whom “all authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given”, charges his disciples to “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations” — and he 
would be with them to the end (Matthew 28:18-20). 

But let us notice a detail about this. As has been 
noted, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, our Lord says to 
Simon and Andrew, “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Note that our Lord says to them that if 
they follow him, he will make them effective apostles, 
effective sharers in his mission of saving souls. He will do 
this work on them. They will be transformed by him into 
worthy co-workers in his mission. This included giving 
them instruction — they attended and heard his public 
discourses, and received personal instruction too. For 
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instance, we read in the Gospel of St Mark how, after 
teaching the crowd by means of the parable of the sower 
going out to sow, he said to “those who were about him 
with the twelve ... ‘to you has been given the secret of the 
kingdom of God, but to those outside everything is in 
parables’” — so he gave them special instruction. But he 
also gave his disciples training in his mission. We read 
that “he called to him the twelve, and began to send them 
out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean 
spirits” — with instructions on what to do. John the 
Baptist did not do this. He also “appointed seventy others, 
and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every 
town and place where he himself was to visit” (Luke 10:1). 
Being his disciple meant, in one sense or another 
(according to calling and circumstances) sharing in the 
mission of the Master. But of course, during his public 
ministry his apostles and disciples were very dependent on 
him in their missionary work. Their real empowerment for 
mission would come with the sending of the Spirit. The 
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point here, though, is that our Lord was making them 
fishers of men. He was doing this work of transformation 
in them. On the evening of the day he rose from the dead, 
he appeared to them and said, “As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:21-22). 
On Pentecost, the divine Spirit descended on the infant 
Church in the form of tongues of fire, and Peter 
immediately addressed the large crowd — and large 
numbers entered the Church representing all the nations. 
By means of the Holy Spirit, Christ was making his 
disciples into fishers of men. He can make us this too. 

Christ wants us to be fishers of men. What have I 
done for Christ? What am I doing for him now? What 
shall I do for him? You feel helpless? Well, just 
remember that it is Christ who makes us into fishers of 
men, which is to say into a collaborator with him in making 
disciples of all the nations. He can do this work in us by 
the power of his Spirit. The Spirit of God is the 
Evangelizer of the Church and, through the Church, of the 
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world. Let us ask him insistently to do this work in us. 
The world needs it, as do each of us and the whole Church. 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and 
enkindle in them the fire of your love - and you shall 
renew us and the face of the earth! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalm 8; Mark 1:21-28 

Jesus came to Capernaum with his followers, and on 
the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught. The 
people were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them 
as one having authority and not as the scribes. In their 
synagogue was a man with an unclean spirit; he cried out, 
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
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you come to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy 
One of God!” Jesus rebuked him and said, ‘‘Quiet! Come 
out of him!” The unclean spirit convulsed him and with a 
loud cry came out of him. All were amazed and asked one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching with authority. He 
commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him. ” 
His fame spread everywhere throughout the whole region 
of Galilee. (Mark 1:21-28) 

Christ’s Authority The great majority of things 
that we act on in life derive from what we have been taught 
or told by others. We accept them on authority - it is a 
form of faith. A person may go to work in the morning in 
his car. But of course, he does this because he has been 
told by one who ought to know that his car is in good 
order. He drives to work in accord with the rules of the 
road, which is to say in accord with what he has been told 
to do. He is told by his higher superiors at work to do 
certain things and he does them. We do not think the earth 
is flat, and this is not because we have ourselves 
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investigated the matter, but because we are told by those 
who would know that it is so. Nor do we think that the 
universe is a mere four or five thousand years old, and this 
is so because those who know have told us so. The great 
majority of persons in a typical Western society know that 
the heart can become diseased, and that a common cause of 
death is a heart attack. But most have never even seen a 
human heart, and take its very existence, let alone the 
complications that can beset it, on faith in the word of 
those who know. As a result of being taught, everyone 
knows these things. In fact, there are not many things we 
think on the sole basis of what we ourselves have 
investigated and proved to be the case. So we live very 
largely on the basis of what we are taught and told. There 
are a couple of further things to be noticed in our 
acceptance and apprehension of truth because of what we 
are told. Firstly, it is true that in many cases we accept 
things because those who tell us of them demonstrate with 
reasons that they are so. I thus become convinced that 
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what I am told is correct. I believe it because I am told, but 
I can see that there are very good reasons for accepting the 
word of that person. However, there are things I accept not 
just because I can see for myself, on that person’s 
explanation, that there are very good reason for doing so. I 
accept them precisely because this person, whom I respect 
greatly, has told me so. The basis of this trust is not just 
the reasons he provides me, but his own moral and 
intellectual stature — especially moral. Were he to provide 
me with reasons, I may not see the force of the reasons but 
I do see great force in the fact that he holds to the view he 
expresses. That is to say, he has great personal authority 
and on this basis do I accept his word. 

This brings us to our Gospel today. In the time of our 
Lord, there were learned Pharisees and scribes who 
discoursed on the Scriptures and taught the people with 
erudition. The Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles refer 
to the rulers and the elders of the Jews. In the Acts we read 
of the “rulers and elders and scribes (who) were gathered 
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together in Jerusalem with Annas, the high priest, and 
Caiaphas and John and Alexander and as many as belonged 
to the high-priestly family” (Acts 4:5-6). There was one in 
the Sanhedrin “a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the 
Law respected by all the people” (Acts 5:34). He seems to 
have been a good man, not, though — at least at this stage 
— a disciple of Jesus Christ. Now, we notice the people 
seeing a contrast between Jesus of Nazareth who had not 
studied under masters of the Law (as had St Paul), and the 
scribes and Pharisees. We may say that, to use a modem 
parallel, our Lord had no university doctorate, while Saul 
(later, Paul) and his masters did. Our Lord simply 
appeared out of nowhere, from Nazareth — and Nathanael 
had asked, can anything good come from Nazareth? — and 
he began teaching and acting as a master. He was quickly 
called “Rabbi” by high and low. The notable thing, the 
distinguishing thing about him was that he spoke with 
authority and not like the scribes. He displayed far more 
authority than those with a “doctorate”. We read that 
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“Jesus came to Capernaum with his followers, and on the 
Sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught. The people 
were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority and not as the scribes” (Mark 1:21-28). 
Let us note that this was from the very beginning of his 
public ministry. As soon as he began his public ministry 
he displayed an astonishing authority, recognized by the 
people and contrasted with their usual teachers, that took 
the religious leaders off guard. They could see with the 
eyes of their hearts that this man had immense inner 
authority, and his fame spread accordingly. The authority 
did not just spring from his power as a public speaker (“no- 
one has ever spoken as this man speaks”), nor just from his 
masterful intelligence which could never be dominated by 
opponents, nor simply from his displays of divine power. 
It sprang principally from his moral stature. He was utterly 
holy, which made his word utterly convincing. 

Just to listen to Jesus of Nazareth — provided one 
was properly disposed in the first place — was sufficient. 
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He was such as to be utterly convincing. Other teachers 
had to demonstrate that what they said was true, and their 
education and learning enabled them to do this. Not so 
Jesus Christ who spoke and taught on his own authority. 
He acted on his own authority too, at times. He entered the 
Temple and vigorously cleaned it out, sending the animals, 
the money, the tables and the sellers scuttling before him. 
What authority have you to do all these things? the leaders 
asked. Who gave you this authority? He just had it. It was 
his by virtue of his very Person. Let us in our hearts 
always recognize the supreme authority of Jesus Christ, 
and never stray from him. 


Second reflection: The Holy One of God! ” 

Prayer We read in the Old Testament the story of 
Samuel, a great and noble soul in the history of salvation. 
He had a great mission in the history of God’s people, 
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which was crowned by his anointing of David to be the 
future king who would replace the unfaithful Saul. Samuel 
was the answer to heartfelt prayer. His mother was 
Hannah, and “in the bitterness of her soul she prayed to the 
Lord with many tears and made a vow, saying “O LORD 
Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery 
and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her 
a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of 
his life” In the words of explanation she gave to Eli, she 
“was pouring out my soul to the LORD” (1 Samuel 1:11- 
15). The Lord heard her prayer and gave her a very great 
son indeed. Our mind passes over the next millennium to 
Elizabeth, the kinswoman of Mary, and Zechariah her 
husband. The angel Gabriel said to Zechariah that their 
prayer had been heard and they would have a son. He was 
John the Baptist, the Forerunner of Christ. In the case of 
each — Samuel and John the Baptist — God had answered 
fervent and persistent prayer. Centuries later, Monica 
prayed for her wayward son, Augustine, and God made of 
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him a very great saint of the Church. The world depends 
on the humble, persistent and fervent prayer of God’s 
chosen ones. God will be rich in mercy in answering our 
prayers. 

The problem is that we tend not to believe in the 
power of prayer, which generally means that we tend not to 
believe in God’s power, in his goodness and his love. We 
tend to think that these attributes of God are, at most, 
limited. Lurking behind this can lie the unconscious 
assumption that the God of revelation does not really exist. 
It all means that we can, after all - and without clearly 
realizing it - be tending towards agnosticism, or a form of 
incipient atheism, or be worshipping what is in fact a false 
god. So a lot is involved in the prayer of petition. Our 
salvation and the salvation of the world depend on it. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalm 104; 

Mark 1:29-39 

On leaving the synagogue Jesus entered the house of 
Simon and Andrew with James and John. Simon ’s 
mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. They immediately told 
him about her. He approached, grasped her hand, and 
helped her up. Then the fever left her and she waited on 
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them. When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to 
him all who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole 
town was gathered at the door. He cured many who were 
sick with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, 
not permitting them to speak because they knew him. 
Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a 
deserted place, where he prayed. Simon and those who 
were with him pursued him and on finding him said, 
“Everyone is looking for you. ” He told them, “Let us go on 
to the nearby villages that I may preach there also. For 
this purpose have I come. ” So he went into their 
synagogues, preaching and driving out demons throughout 
the whole of Galilee. (Mark 1:29-39) 

The Two Standards The Christian religion, 

due to the teaching of its divine founder Jesus Christ, sees 
itself and its inspired writings (the New Testament) as the 
fulfilment of the revealed religion of the Hebrews. But 
there are striking differences between the two, and in many 
respects the passage from the Old to the New involves a 
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great leap. That is to say, there is a sense in which the New 
Testament is truly new. Jesus Christ was a prophet, and to 
be understood in the line of the prophets, but he was far, far 
more than a prophet. So new was his presentation of 
himself — “the Father and I are one” — that the highest 
echelons of the chosen people rejected him as being in 
opposition to the religion of Moses. This newness related 
to his own Person, to the true mission of the Messiah, and 
to many other matters. It is also noticeable in features of 
his public ministry. There is no prophet who engaged so 
constantly, openly and from the very outset with Satan and 
the demons. In the entire Old Testament, explicit 
references to Satan are rare. In 1 Chronicles 21:1-2, we 
read that “Satan stood up against Israel and incited David 
to number Israel. So David said to Joab ... Go, number 
Israel..” Satan tempted David to the sin of pride. In 
Jobl:6-12, Satan taunts God about his servant Job, and is 
allowed to test his fidelity. The same thing happens again 
(Job 2:1-7): Satan is allowed to afflict Job and tempt him to 
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abandon God. We read in the prophet Zechariah of 
“Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 
Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 
And the Lord said to Satan, ‘the Lord rebuke you, O Satan! 
The Lord has chosen Jerusalem to rebuke you!” (3:1-2). 
The word devil, or demon, or satyr appears a few times in 
the Old Testament (in Leviticus 17:7; Deuteronomy 32:17; 
2 Chronicles 11:15; Psalm 106: 37) but in general this 
means an idol worshiped by other nations. The title 
“Lucifer” occurs in Isaiah 14:12, but this refers to the king 
of Babylon (which the N.T. Book of Revelation would 
use). A similar passage is used in Ezekiel 28, but this 
would seem to be about the king of Tyre. Of course, there 
is the striking intervention of the Serpent in Genesis. But 
the Serpent is not formally called Satan and so mainstream 
Judaism contains very little overt concept of a devil. My 
point here is that in this too Christ displays something new. 

There is, of course, no parallel in any of the prophets 
with the scene of our Lord’s temptation at the threshold of 
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his public ministry. Each of the Synoptic Gospels refers to 
it, with Matthew giving it eleven verses, Mark one, and 
Luke thirteen. Christ is baptized by John as if he is one of 
sinful humanity. He is forthwith baptized in the Holy Spirit 
for his messianic mission, and is led into the wilderness 
and “tempted by the devil.” Luke describes the devil 
speaking to him: “If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become bread” (4:1-3). Matthew speaks of the 
tempter coming to him and saying, “If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become bread...” (4:1-3). It 
is very like the sudden presence of the Serpent in the 
Garden to tempt the Woman, and through her, the Man. In 
the Old Testament, that is the last we hear of the “Serpent” 
— there is the rare occasion thereafter when as “Satan” he 
tempts or accuses. But in the Gospels, Satan after being 
repulsed in the wilderness becomes a major presence, 
though helpless before the Messiah. His minions are 
present in force. There is nothing like this in the Old 
Testament. Wherever our Lord goes throughout Galilee, 
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Judea, the region of Tyre and Sidon, the Decapolis, devils 
are present and are flushed out by force of Christ’s very 
presence. So it is in our Gospel today (Mark 1:29-39). 
Everywhere the demons scream in anguish: here he comes! 
The reality of the demonic world, peopled by numerous 
angelic adversaries of God and his plan, and headed by a 
Prince — whom our Lord called the Prince of this world — 
is manifest. So there appears a new feature that would not 
have been perceived by the reader of the Hebrew Bible 
alone. It is that there are two standards, the one with the 
only true and lasting strength, but the other allowed to be a 
serious force during human history. The two standards are 
those of Christ and Satan. The two stand in battle array. 
Each has its characteristic weapons and method of 
campaign. The One holds aloft the Cross, and its method 
of attack is humility and self-denial, poverty and utter 
obedience to the divine will. The other uses power, lies 
and self-indulgence. The One — by the devils’ own 
admission — is the Holy One of God. The other is a liar 
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and a murderer from the beginning, the father of lies, and 
the black Prince of death and eternal doom. 

We have a choice to make. Ultimately, we shall find 
ourselves in the one or the other camp in eternity. There is 
no third choice. Neutrality will be impossible. Let us face 
the facts now: is it to be with Christ, or is it to be with 
Satan? Only a fool would entertain the latter possibility, 
because our Gospel today shows who is the stronger: “The 
whole town was gathered at the door. He cured many who 
were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many 
demons, not permitting them to speak because they knew 
him.” Let us resolve to take our stand with Christ, and to 
follow him to the end. 
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Second reflection: (1 Samuel 3) 

“For this purpose have I come. ” 

Obedience to the Word Our purpose is to do 
God’s will. Samuel was a great man, and perhaps holier 
than David would ever be, whom he anointed to be king. I 
say that because we do not read of any serious sins or 
infidelities on Samuel’s part, whereas we do read of them 
in the life of David. David was great and holy too, but 
holy in large measure because he was a great penitent. So 
then, is there a clue to Samuel’s moral and religious 
greatness? We read that from his boyhood he never let the 
word of God fall to the ground. There is the memorable 
incident in Samuel’s childhood when he first came to know 
the Lord. The Lord began to call him, “Samuel, Samuel!” 
and the child Samuel answered, “Here I am.” He did not 
know it was the Lord calling him, rather he thought it was 
Eli and so went running to Eli to ask what he wanted (1 
Samuel 3). The incident shows a readiness in Samuel to 
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serve and to obey right from his earliest years. A natural 
moral disposition for a faithful service of God in the future 
was already present. Then under Eli’s direction he 
recognised that the Lord was calling him and he responded 
accordingly. He heard God’s word and obeyed it. 
“Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no 
word of his fall to the ground.” Because of this, Samuel 
came to be accredited by the people “as a prophet of the 
Lord” (1 Samuel 3:19-20) 

The issue is clear. Our purpose is to do God’s will. 
We must let no word of the Lord fall to the ground. If this 
has not been our story from our earliest years, then we 
must repent and set ourselves on this course. Then we 
must be faithful to it, constantly repenting of infidelities. 
As our Lord says, “it is not those who say to me ‘Lord, 
Lord’, who will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 
who does the will of my Lather in heaven.” 
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Thursday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalm 94; 

Mark 1:40-45 

A man with leprosy came to Jesus and begged him on 
his knees, If you are willing, you can make me clean. 
Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and 
touched the man. I am willing, he said. Be clean! 
Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. Jesus 
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sent him away at once with a strong warning: See that you 
don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest 
and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your 
cleansing, as a testimony to them. Instead he went out and 
began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus 
could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in 
lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from 
everywhere. (Mark 1:40-45) 

The Leper’s Cure Our man in the Gospel of 
today had leprosy. His condition, humanly, was hopeless. 
Leprosy has tormented humanity for several thousand 
years, and was well recognized in the civilizations of 
ancient China, Egypt, and India. I have read that what 
many scholars believe is leprosy appears in an Egyptian 
Papyrus document written around 1550 B.C. Around 600 
B.C. Indian writings describe a disease that resembles 
leprosy. In Europe, leprosy appeared in the records of 
ancient Greece after the army of Alexander the Great came 
back from India. It appears in Rome in 62 B.C., coinciding 
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with the return of Pompey's troops from Asia Minor. I 
refer here to written records — and the Scriptures indicate 
that leprosy was well-known and legislated for in the life of 
the chosen people of God. Leprosy was long feared among 
the peoples, and was thought to be a curse or a punishment 
from God or the gods. Only during the twentieth century 
was an effective diagnosis and treatment discovered — 
first with the use of Dapsone and its derivatives in the 
1930s. When this proved ineffective, the next 
breakthrough came with the introduction of multidrug 
therapy (MDT) in the early 1980s. It is said that some 15 
million people have been profoundly aided, perhaps cured 
from leprosy since then. The point is that our leper in 
Mark’s inspired report was desperate. No-one could 
possibly help him, and he was necessarily ostracised from 
social life. Beyond human aid, he came to Jesus “and 
begged him on his knees, If you are willing, you can make 
me clean.” His cry came from the depths of misery, and 
yet he had faith. The darkness of his physical plight had 
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not led to simple despair (as moral degradation did with 
Judas). He hoped for physical salvation from Jesus, and 
knew that Jesus alone could do it. All that was needed was 
Christ’s will to do it, and it would be done. This alone was 
very commendable — and a great lesson for all sufferers. 
No matter how terrible the situation, we must never lose 
hope in God and Christ. Our Lord’s action is a sign to be 
ever remembered that this hope will never be misplaced, 
whatever be the response of the Divine Wisdom to our 
pleas. 

Doubtless our leper was restored to a wonderful 
condition. We think of the changing of the water into 
wine: it was beautiful wine, so much so that the steward 
wanted to know why the best wine was kept to the last. 
However, what then follows in the incident has very 
important lessons. Our Lord sternly warned him not to tell 
anyone. Let us note the word that Mark uses: it is 
embrimOsdmenos. This word, the commentators point out, 
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is used as if for snorting horses — to describe a person 
speaking as if with inward rage or indignation. That is, our 
Lord spoke with vehemence, indicating with powerful 
feeling what was his will. He strictly forbad the leper to 
breathe a word of it, except to fulfil the requirements of the 
Law in respect to healing. Our Lord did not want his true 
mission to be overshadowed by such benefits as physical 
healings, and the true nature of the Kingdom he was 
announcing to be obscured. Our Lord’s stem warning 
alone reminds us of what ought be, even in the midst of our 
sufferings, our true goal in life, and our true good. We can 
and ought pray for all that we need, and this is something 
God wants us to do. But we must ever remember what are 
our true goals in life, the true goods that we ought be 
seeking and praying for. Our true good is the grand 
Blessing Christ came to bestow: the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and his sanctifying grace. As he told his disciples in 
respect to prayer: “If you then, though you are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
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will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him!” (Luke 11:13). But there is more for us in 
this incident. Not only does our Lord’s strict warning to 
the liberated leper instruct us in what we ought be 
especially seeking from God and Christ, but the leper’s 
behaviour tells us how important is obedience to God in all 
situations. For what did the man do? “Instead he went out 
and began to talk freely, spreading the news.” What was 
the result of this thoughtless disregard of Christ’s 
command? “As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town 
openly but stayed outside in lonely places.” People 
continued to seek Jesus. Still, we are reminded that 
whether in good times or bad, in sickness or health, we 
must obey God and do what is our duty. 

Our Gospel today (Mark 1:40-45) is a simple event, 
so typical of our Lord’s public ministry — and, it would 
seem, occurring in its early stages. Let us keep our gaze on 
the Person of Jesus Christ and come to know his power, his 
compassion, his authority, and above all the true benefits 
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he has come to fill our hearts and lives with. He wants to 
make us holy. This is the greatest possible miracle to be 
sought — and holiness is a miracle. But it is not an 
instantaneous one, except at the moment of baptism. We 
are then filled with holiness in an instant. But the 
tendencies to sin remain and thereafter holiness is to be 
acquired amid suffering and struggle. Let us get on with 
the work, then, the true work of life! 


Second reflection: (1 Samuel 4) 

A man with leprosy came to Jesus 

Why Did it Happen? In the First Book of 

Samuel, we are presented with a question which has risen 
in the hearts of so many believers since. It is a variation of 
the problem of evil: why has God allowed this to happen? 
The Israelites were conscious that their God was the true 
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and the supreme God, and yet when they fought against the 
Philistines they were defeated decisively. The elders of 
Israel said, “Why did the LORD bring defeat upon us today 
before the Philistines?” (1 Samuel 4:3) They could not 
understand it. So they decided to get the Ark of God from 
Shiloh, the Ark which was God’s gift. When the Ark 
arrived it gave them immense hope, and struck fear into the 
hearts of the Philistines. And yet once again they were 
completely defeated and to compound the misfortune the 
Ark of God was captured too. The inspired text does not 
tell us why God allowed this to happen. The Israelites may 
have thought that if they simply were to have the things of 
God among them (for example, the Ark), all would be well. 
Did they consider whether their way of life was displeasing 
to God and a factor in his not showing his presence among 
them by giving them the victory? Whether this was the 
reason is quite another matter and we have no guarantee 
whatever from the text that it is. Bad things are allowed to 
come to pass on good people. However, these events in the 
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inspired text at least remind us that it is not enough — 
though it is certainly necessary — to have the instruments 
and signs of God’s presence among us. We must also be 
striving to live in a way worthy of God’s presence, in a 
way pleasing to him. 

We are reminded of our Lord’s answer to those who 
asked him about the people who had been recently killed. 
He said to them, Do you suppose that they were greater 
sinners than the others? No, I tell you, but unless you 
repent you will all perish as they did. We must repent, and 
decide to live in a way pleasing to God and not simply be 
satisfied with having the assurance of God’s presence 
among us. Let us resolve to live in such a way that the 
thought of God’s presence actually shapes the moral course 
of every detail of our lives — all our thoughts, words and 
actions. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 4:1-5.11; Psalm 77; 

Mark 2:1-12. 

A few days later, when Jesus again entered 
Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. So 
many gathered that there was no room left, not even 
outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some 
men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of 
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them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, 
after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralysed 
man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven. ” Now some 
teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 
themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they 
were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why 
are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to 
the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Get up, 
take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins ...” He 
said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and 
go home. ” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full 
view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised 
God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 
(Mark 2:1-12) 
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Forgiveness of Sin There are clear references in 
the Old Testament Book of Leviticus to the forgiveness of 
sin through sin offerings. “The priest shall make 
atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven.” In the 
following passage, in speaking of a ruler who (unwittingly) 
sins, a goat will be offered for his sin — “so the priest shall 
make atonement for him for his sin, and he shall be 
forgiven.” The point is repeated in respect to “one of the 
common people” who “sins unwittingly” — “the priest 
shall make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven” 
(Leviticus 4:20-31). There are more references to sin and 
guilt offerings in Leviticus, chapter 6. In Solomon’s prayer 
to God “before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all 
the assembly of Israel” (1 Kings 8:22), there is the appeal 
for forgiveness of sin: “forgive the sin of thy people Israel” 
(8:34.36.39.50). There are specific statements about this 
in the psalms: “I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to 
the Lord’; then you forgave the guilt of my sin” (Psalm 
32:5). Again, “Lord, ... you forgave the iniquity of your 
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people, you pardoned all their sin” (Psalm 85:2). Just what 
“the forgiveness of sin” by God was thought to entail in the 
Old Testament could be discussed. Certainly, it is the plain 
teaching of the New Testament that it is Jesus Christ who 
“takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), and that 
there is “salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12). The point 
here, though, is that it is abundantly clear in the Old 
Testament that God, and God alone, can forgive sin. Great 
as Abraham was as a paragon of faith in God, it would be 
ridiculous to imagine that Abraham presumed to forgive 
sins. Such a thought was never associated with the 
Patriarchs. Moses, great as he was in the establishment of 
the chosen people of God and for the introduction of the 
Covenant of Sinai, was never imagined as exercising 
power to forgive sins. No prophet — from Samuel, 
through to Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel, or any 
of the other prophets — would have thought of such an 
initiative, despite the unending need for the forgiveness of 
sin. The consciousness of sin, and the appeal for 
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forgiveness of sin, was a distinguishing feature of Old 
Testament religion. But to forgive sin was recognized as 
God’s prerogative alone. 

There are many ways to interpret the revealed religion 
of the Old Testament. One feature of it is its longing for 
the forgiveness of sin — a definitive removal or taking 
away of sin, and a cleansing of man once and for all. But 
as already said, only God could remove sin and there was 
the sense in some of the prophecies that he would do this 
by means of the Messiah, understood as the Suffering 
Servant (in Isaiah). All of this brings us to our Gospel 
passage today (Mark 2:1-12). Our Lord, in the presence of 
a considerable crowd together with teachers of the Law 
who were very disposed to find fault in him, and without, 
as we might say, “batting an eyelid,” forgave a person’s 
sins. It was unprecedented in the history of the chosen 
people, and our Lord sovereignly uttered what must have 
been unforgettable words to the paralytic before him: “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.” One might have thought that any 
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astute person with a sense of (what we might call) political 
and diplomatic judgment would have refrained from so 
astounding and provocative a statement. It was bound to 
lose him friends, especially among those in high places of 
religion. The blasphemous impertinence of the man! was 
the inevitable reaction to come. But no, our Lord 
proceeded with the utmost ease in his unique course. He 
forgave the man’s sins, and forthwith proved that heaven 
sanctioned and supported his power to do so. By way of 
vindication, he instantly raised the man from his paralysis 
to excellent health — the man may have lived to a ripe old 
age, never again with anything resembling paralysis of any 
form. Here was a man who acted as God alone would act. 
He was doing something radically different from John the 
Baptist who administered a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. No-one accused John of pretending to 
forgive sins in his ceremony of baptism by water. But 
instantly in our scene today, the onlookers — especially the 
religiously savvy among them — knew what was 
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happening. Here was a man who presumed to forgive sins 
at a mere word. “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” It 
may be unique in religious history. While non-Christian 
religious leaders could pray for the forgiveness of sinners, I 
do not think any religion claims for them the power to 
forgive sins. It was one of the things Jesus Christ 
unhesitatingly did. 

Moreover, Christ by his sovereign authority endowed 
certain among his disciples — those whom he called 
Apostles — with a share in this very power to forgive sins. 
On the night he rose from the dead, he appeared to them as 
a group and immediately did what John the Baptist, in 
other terms (John 1:29.33), had foretold of him. He 
imparted to them the gift of the Holy Spirit, and gave them 
the authority to forgive sin. “Receive the Holy Spirit! If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them” (John 
20:23). It is this power which the Church possesses, and 
which is in the hands of those ordained to the ministerial 
priesthood, and the benefits of which are so readily 
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available to all the Church’s members. Let us preserve in 
ourselves a sense of the awesome mystery of it, then! 


Second reflection: (Mark 2:1-12) 

Our True Need There are many reasons why 
people remain in the Christian faith they have accepted 
from their earliest years, and there are various reasons why 
people seek to meet and know our Lord. Some reasons are 
worthier than others. We remember, for instance, how 
King Herod heard about the miracles of Jesus and wanted 
to meet and to see him. But our Lord referred to him as a 
fox, and when they finally met up during our Lord’s 
Passion, our Lord would not so much as speak to him. 
That is to say, we ought be seeking Jesus for the right 
reasons and wanting from him what God wants for us and 
what Christ came to give. In our Gospel passage today, 
our Lord was preaching the word inside a packed house 
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with people spilling out at the front door. Some people 
came to him bringing a paralytic carried by four men. But 
the crowd in front of Jesus was so dense that the 
newcomers could not get in. So they climbed onto the 
roof, made an opening and lowered the paralysed man in 
front of Jesus for him to cure him. They had come to Jesus 
for a laudable purpose, to obtain a physical healing. There 
was nothing wrong with that, and indeed they would 
receive what they had come for. But what did our Lord do 
when he saw the sick person in front of him? He forgave 
him his sins (Mark 2:1-12). Perhaps he saw the man was 
conscious of his sinfulness. In any case, the first thing our 
Lord wanted to do was to take away his sins. Only then 
did he heal. 

Many things can draw us to Jesus and lead us to hold 
on to our faith in him. Those reasons can be varied in 
value. But we should learn to listen to Jesus carefully in 
prayer, and to the Church which represents him and teaches 
in his name, and thus learn what above all he wants to give 



1584 


us. Great crowds followed our Lord. But when he 
explained his doctrine of the Eucharist, many of his 
disciples left him. Our Lord wants to sanctify us and to 
reconcile us to God. This is above all what we ought be 
seeking in our striving to be with Jesus. He brings to us 
grace and truth and life in God. Our fundamental need is 
for holiness and the victory over sin — and it is especially 
this which God sent his Son to give to us. Let us then keep 
a true focus, while asking Jesus for all our needs and those 
of others. 
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Saturday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 18; 

Mark 2:13-17 

Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large 
crowd came to him, and he began to teach them. As he 
walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the 
tax collector’s booth. “Follow me, ” Jesus told him, and 
Levi got up and followed him. While Jesus was having 
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dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners ” 
were eating with him and his disciples, for there were 
many who followed him. When the teachers of the law who 
were Pharisees saw him eating with the “sinners ” and tax 
collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with 
tax collectors and ‘sinners ’? ” On hearing this, Jesus said 
to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners 
(Mark 2:13-17) 

The Heart of Man It seems that tax collectors in 
the Roman Empire had an appalling reputation for 
extortion, rapacity and merciless hounding of their victims. 
Philo (Judaeus) (30 BC-45 AD) was a Jewish philosopher 
who lived in the city of Alexandria in northern Egypt, and 
was a contemporary of our Lord. His writings influenced 
Plotinus and Augustine. He has this to say: “They 
[Romans] deliberately choose as tax collectors men who 
are absolutely ruthless and savage, and give them the 
means of satisfying their greed. These people who are 
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mischief-makers by nature, gain added immunity because 
of their superior orders, obsequious in everything where 
their masters are concerned, leave undone no cruelty of any 
kind and recognize no equity or gentleness ... as they 
collect the taxes they spread confusion and chaos 
everywhere. They exact money not only from people’s 
property but also from their bodies by means of personal 
injuries, assault and completely unheard of forms of 
torture.” (Philo, De Specialibus Legibus 2.19. 93-95). For 
many Jewish commentators, the tax collector was a 
particularly hateful individual who often operated outside 
the law, whether they chose simply to overcharge the 
taxpayer for their own gain or carried out more extreme 
measures, including extortion or torture. Jewish legislation 
classified the tax-collectors with robbers. Thus, for 
instance, it was forbidden to take payment in coin from the 
treasury of the tax-gatherer or to receive alms from it, 
because the money had been gained by robbery. We can 
understand why Christ’s association with tax collectors as a 
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group provided such a fertile pretext for criticism by his 
enemies, especially his being prepared to have a tax 
collector (as in our Gospel today) among his disciples — 
indeed, as one of the Twelve, no less. It also illustrates 
Christ’s sovereign freedom from the attitudes of his times 
— though he also shows full awareness of the moral 
degradation of many in the tax-gatherer class. In view of 
all this, our incident today is impressive. Christ is 
recognized by the crowds as a holy teacher of high 
authority — but he has no hesitation in calling to his 
company even a tax-collector. Further, he mixes and dines 
with many of them and makes them feel free to follow him. 

What is at work here is not only Christ’s freedom 
from the attitudes of his culture, but more importantly his 
knowledge of the human heart. He effortlessly perceived 
the moral and religious attitudes of each person, whether 
high or low. While he condemned the corruption of the 
scribes and Pharisees, there is no condemnation of a person 
simply because he is, let us say, a Pharisee. He received 
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Nicodemus by night, and doubtlessly made Nicodemus feel 
thoroughly accepted precisely as a disciple —just as much 
as he had accepted Matthew the tax collector. Nicodemus 
was a follower, though in secret — as was Joseph of 
Arimathea, another leader of the Jews. Christ saw their 
hearts. He also saw the hearts of others who had their 
strengths, and serious limitations too. When the rich young 
man approached our Lord to ask him what he must do to 
gain eternal life — for he had kept God’s commandments 
since his youth — our Lord read his heart, looked on him 
and loved him. But that young man failed his precious call, 
for he chose not to accept our Lord’s invitation to follow 
him. At the beginning of his Gospel, John the Evangelist 
provides us with the account of our Lord’s meeting with 
his first disciples. Those first disciples appear to have been 
excellent young men. Andrew and John had been disciples 
of the Baptist. Notice Christ’s description of Nathanael, 
also one of the first. When Philip brought him to Jesus, 
Jesus said of him: “There is an Israelite indeed, in whom is 
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no guile!” (John 1:47). Our Lord read his heart and saw he 
was a man of truth, and that he would accept the Truth 
when he encountered it. When our Lord was passing 
through Jericho, at a certain point he stopped, and would 
have brought the crowd that was in tow to a stop. He 
looked up into the sycamore tree and saw Zacchaeus 
perched there among the branches, peering down at him. 
With a broad smile, our Lord addressed him by name and 
invited him down for he was to dine with him that day. 
Zacchaeus was a chief tax-collector. We read of our 
Lord’s judgment on him: he was a true son of Abraham. 
Our Lord had read his heart. What was the fundamental 
issue? The issue was whether a person was in recognition 
of his sinfulness, and ready to repent, to believe, and to 
accept the One whom God had sent as his Revelation. 

Christ’s call to Matthew and his association with tax- 
collectors (Mark 2:13-17) reminds us of the mystery of the 
human heart. The call of man is to recognize the authority 
of God and to accept that sovereign authority in obedience. 
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External obedience to God’s law is essential, but the 
fundamental requirement is the readiness of the heart to put 
away sin, to repent, to accept the Word made flesh, and to 
live in obedience. All, high and low, sinner and devout, 
must have these attitudes of the heart — otherwise there 
will be a falling away into further sin. Let us ask God for 
the grace to have a heart with which he will be pleased, a 
heart that is ready to turn away from sin and believe the 
Gospel, a heart after that of Christ. 


Second reflection: (Mark 2:13-17) 

Christ’s Love There is a figure of the Old 

Testament who was marked out by God for special promise 
and a special work in life. He was Saul the son of Kish, the 
first of the anointed kings of Israel. We are told that “when 
Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, ‘That is the man of 
whom I told you; he shall rule my people’” (1 Samuel 9:1- 
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4.17-19.10:1). He had a great work in life ahead of him, a 
work given to him by God himself. Undoubtedly he had 
the necessary qualities, and God’s help would have 
accompanied him. Yet he turned out very badly. This was 
due to his choosing to disobey God, and more 
fundamentally because he chose not to repent from his 
disobedience. Other examples in the Scriptures of 
disobedience and failure to repent could also be mentioned. 
Solomon himself ended badly, as did many other kings of 
Israel. We think too of Judas, especially chosen by Christ 
to be one of the Twelve. Now, in our Gospel scene today 
(Mark 2:13-17), we see our Lord with the tax collectors 
and sinners. Levi the tax collector was called by our Lord 
to follow him, “and he got up and followed him.” Then a 
number of “tax collectors and sinners” sat at the table with 
Jesus and his disciples. They wanted to be with him which 
itself shows that while Jesus hates sin he loves the sinner, 
especially if the sinner wishes to repent. He told his critics 
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(the scribes and the Pharisees) that he was the doctor for 
the sinner, and had come to call sinners to repentance. 

Let us think of the choice God has made of each of us. 
St Paul tells us that before the world was made, God chose 
us; chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his 
sight. What then — we ought ask ourselves — have I done 
for Christ? What am I doing for him? What shall I do for 
him? I have the present moment and possibly some time 
ahead. I must then repent, begin again, and give my life 
over to the work God has given me to do. I must resolve to 
do it well, to avoid sin, and to serve God in everything. 
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Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 3:3-10.19; Psalm 40: 2, 4, 7- 
10; 1 Corinthians 6:13-15.17-20; John 1:35-42 

The next day John was there again with two of his 
disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, 
the Lamb of God! ” When the two disciples heard him say 



1595 


this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them 
following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 
staying? ” “Come, ” he replied, “and you will see. ” So they 
went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day 
with him. It was about the tenth hour. Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John 
had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing 
Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, 
“We have found the Messiah ” (that is, the Christ). And he 
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You 
are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” 
(which, when translated, is Peter). (John 1:35-42) 

Seeking God In January of 2006, a stampede 
during the ritual rainy al-jamara-t on the last day of the 
Hajj in Mina (near Mecca, Arabia) killed at least 346 
pilgrims and injured at least 289 more. Vast numbers of 
Muslims from all over the world were there to honour 
Allah and their prophet, Mahomet. In various parts of Asia 
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there are great religious festivals too. In India, for 
instance, there are occasions when great numbers of 
Hindus gather and come and go on pilgrimage. The strong 
religious life of many peoples shows that characteristically 
man is not a secular but a religious being. He tends 
towards God not only by God’s formal calling but by his 
very nature. We in our Western society and culture are 
accustomed to seeing people uninterested in a religious 
life, but this is an aberration in human history. The normal 
thing is that man desires God and wants to worship him. 
The problem is that he is liable to do so in great darkness 
and not in the light of truth. He is apt to worship false 
gods. In our Gospel today (John 1:35-42) we are placed in 
a very beautiful scene. The two disciples of John the 
Baptist, having heard his testimony about Jesus, began to 
follow him. What was at the root of their doing this? It 
was that they wanted to know and to be with God. That is 
why they were disciples of John in the first place. That is 
why they followed Jesus after having heard the words of 
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John about him. They sensed that to be with Jesus and to 
hear from him would be to draw close to God. When our 
Lord turned to them and asked what they were seeking, 
they could have said that they were seeking God. But 
rather they asked him where he lived, vaguely implying 
that they knew Jesus would bring them close to God. So 
he said, come and see. And they stayed with him the rest 
of that day. Consider their time with Jesus, for there we 
have a picture of man seeking God, and God coming to 
meet him in order to receive him into his personal 
friendship. As we think of this Gospel scene, let us 
appreciate anew the desire for God which has been planted 
in our hearts by our Creator. We ought ask ourselves if we 
are cultivating this desire and keeping it focussed on its 
proper object. 

Our own Western culture strongly tempts a person to 
consider God not as an objective reality but rather as a 
personal preference or taste. Western societies consider 
God to be merely a personal, subjective persuasion. It is 
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thought that it does not matter much what one’s views on 
God are, nor what one’s religion is, provided one is moral. 
People tend to think that when it comes to public life, man 
should manage without God or prayer or recourse to 
religion. The result of this strong bent of public culture is 
that the very desire for God, so natural and instinctive to 
human nature and so universal among cultures, can 
diminish among the citizenry, and be replaced with the 
desire for other things. So then, alive to this danger, we 
must make a point of cultivating a burning desire for God. 
We must resolve to protect our desire for God from all that 
could harm or diminish it. We must do all we can to see 
this desire for God grow in society and in all men. There is 
a further point of great importance. We ought also guard 
against the assumption that the truth about God is not of 
great importance. We must beware of thinking that any 
faith will do as long as we are sincere, good and moral. 
For, wonderful as is the very desire for God, and tragic as it 
is when this desire is lost or greatly reduced, nevertheless 
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the fact is that error about God abounds. The objective 
truth about God that comes from him is, relatively 
speaking, so little known. For instance, we see vast 
numbers of people committed to what their religion or 
philosophy says about God - be it Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism or whatever - and this is good. But we also 
observe that these religions and philosophical views differ 
radically, and their claims about God contradict one 
another. This direct contradiction among claimants shows 
to any observer that many such claims must, in the nature 
of the case, be wrong, for statements that contradict one 
another cannot all be correct in the same respect. But the 
point here is that the typical response of very many to this 
religious diversity is to think that ultimate truth does not 
matter, that it is impossible to attain objective truth 
anyway, or worse, that there is no objective truth, for so- 
called “truth” is relative to the thinking subject. We must 
resist these assumptions resolutely. There is a truth, and 
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that which contradicts it is false. The duty before us is to 
attain the truth and to live by it. 

We can know the truth about God. It has been 
revealed by God. That truth is Christ, his Person and his 
teaching. He founded his Church, his mystical body of 
which he is the living head. It is imperative that we know 
the truth revealed by Christ, that we hold to it and that we 
bring it to others. Let us encourage others to seek with 
determination the truth revealed by God and to adhere to it 
perseveringly. Let us bring them to the Person of Christ 
where he is to be found, in the Church his body. Let us 
think of those two disciples of our Gospel (John 1:35-42) 
implicitly yearning for God. They were put in direct touch 
with Christ by John the Baptist, and Christ took them to 
where he dwelt. Where does Christ dwell? He dwells in 
the Church, his Body and his Spouse. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 5:1-10; Psalm 109; 

Mark 2:18-22 

Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. 
Some people came and asked Jesus, How is it that John's 
disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but 
yours are not? Jesus answered, How can the guests of the 
bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so 
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long as they have him with them. But the time will come 
when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that 
day they will fast. No-one sews a patch of cloth that has 
not shrunk on an old garment. If he does, the new piece 
will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. And 
no-one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the 
wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the 
wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new 
wineskins. (Mark 2:18-22) 

God of Love As a philosophy of religion. Deism 
holds that reason and observation of the natural world, 
without the need for a special supernatural revelation, 
apprehends the existence and nature of a Creator — the 
world’s Architect. What is distinctive to the Deist creed is 
its philosophical dogma that God can be known only in this 
way - by reason and the observation of nature. Typically 
deists further insist that the Supreme Architect does not 
intervene in human affairs or suspend the laws he has 
implanted in the universe - in any case man, could not be 
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sure of such interventions because a faith in human 
testimony is required. So they reject supernatural events 
such as prophecy and miracles. Among the Ancient 
Greeks there were theories resembling aspects of modern 
deism. Heraclitus posited a logos, a supreme rational 
principle, and said the wisdom “by which all things are 
steered” was “both willing and unwilling to be called Zeus 
(God)”. Plato envisaged God as a Demiurge or 
“craftsman”. Outside ancient Greece many other cultures 
have expressed views that resemble deism in some 
respects. However, the word “deism,” as it is understood 
today, is generally used to refer to the movement toward 
freethinking natural theology that occurred in 17 th -century 
Europe, and most specifically in Britain. It decidedly 
rejected supernatural revelation and the doctrines on God 
of the Christian religion. I am convinced that the deism of 
the last few centuries has had a much deeper influence on 
popular culture than is generally acknowledged, especially 
in this: its image of the deity as being withdrawn. 
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Providence is imagined as general and not particular to the 
individual. The world operates entirely by its natural laws. 
So, life is pursued as if God is not around. What matters is 
taking careful account of the laws of life and the world. It 
is a short step from this to a practical agnosticism or 
atheism, for in effect, it makes little difference what “God” 
is like — if, indeed, “God” there is at all. What counts is 
the world as it is. There is a positive side to this 
secularism, and it is that the laws of the world are taken 
seriously, for a typical feature of classical, traditional and 
popular religion was its failure to take the laws of the 
world seriously. Now, while Deism has cast the image of a 
withdrawn and uninvolved God into an intellectual system, 
the image itself has long held possession in the mind and 
heart of man. Man has not tended to think of God as very 
interested in him by nature. God is distant — perhaps 
because the world itself is not very friendly towards him. 
The world seems to bear down on vulnerable man, and he 
is bruised and hurt by the experience. 
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This may be called the perennial context of the 
religious instinct of man. He yearns for peace and 
happiness, and he knows that higher powers must come to 
his aid. But they are difficult of access, and do not appear 
interested. They are interested in their own affairs above, 
and must be appeased, pleased, enticed to take friendly 
notice. Then suddenly, the true God intervened and called 
to his service certain chosen persons — Abraham, the 
Patriarchs, Moses, the prophets, indeed a whole people. 
He made himself known. It was realized by this chosen 
people, perhaps gradually, that there is but one God and he 
is almighty, holy, compassionate. His servants the 
prophets, and his chosen people had a mission — the world 
would be blessed through them. The world would come to 
know the true God. God had a plan, and it was to bring all 
mankind into communion with him and to share with 
mankind his own divine life. He was very different from 
what had been imagined. He yearned for communion with 
man his creature, and for communion among men. He is a 
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God of communion, not of distance and disinterest. Indeed 
he described himself through the mouth of his servants the 
prophets — oh, wonder! — as Husband, as Bridegroom, 
and his people as his Spouse. He is the One who is — 
Yahweh! — but who is, precisely with his people and his 
chosen ones. He is, and he is with them — as would a 
husband always be with his spouse. All of this brings us to 
our Gospel today, in which our Lord calmly applies to 
himself these hallowed expressions which had revealed the 
name and character of the living God. In his conversation 
with “some people,” our Lord refers to himself as the 
Bridegroom: “Jesus answered, How can the guests of the 
bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so 
long as they have him with them. But the time will come 
when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that 
day they will fast” (Mark 2:18-22). In the Gospel of St 
John, John the Baptist himself refers to our Lord as the 
bridegroom: “You yourselves bear me witness that I said, I 
am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him. He 
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who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of the 
bridegroom who stands and hears him rejoices greatly at 
the bridegroom’s voice” (John 3:28-29). 

In the Book of Genesis, God creates man in his own 
image: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness 
... So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them” 
(Genesis 1: 26-27). The union between husband and wife 
reflects the very being of God, and their love for one 
another reflects his nature as the one true God of loving 
communion. His attitude to man and his creation is one of 
surpassing love. Marriage itself is a symbol of this bond 
which God has with his people, and in Christ is present the 
fullness of the godhead bodily. Christ is the image and 
revelation of the invisible God. Thus is God revealed to us 
as in no way unconcerned or distant, but as intimately close 
to us and as One who will never allow us to slip from his 
loving hand. Let us abandon ourselves to his love and 
obey him always. 
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Second reflection: 

Duty One of the most insidious obstacles to growth 
in the Christian life is the tendency to find excuses and 
reasons to commit sin. The imperious voice of conscience 
is muffled by reasons that are accepted to justify doing 
what is wrong. The one thing that ultimately matters is the 
will of God. Nothing ought be allowed to replace it, least 
of all our own private judgment as to what would be more 
fitting, more useful or more convenient. All too often, in 
some big things and in numerous little things, we find 
ourselves substituting duty for some other motive, 
especially the motive of the useful, the effective or the 
pragmatic. Especially insidious is finding excuses for 
deliberate venial sin. Gradually one’s conscience is dulled 
and one becomes to a greater or lesser extent morally blind, 
ceasing to see anything wrong in what the conscience is 
prohibiting. Spiritual progress is rendered impossible 
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because darkness envelops one’s moral and spiritual life. 
As with Saul, the conscience has been ignored. 

Let us then resolve to be careful to follow our 
conscience (enlightened and shaped by our Catholic Faith) 
in the small things of everyday life as they present 
themselves. If we do not, it will catch up with us as it did 
with Saul. Sooner or later the judgment of God will come. 
If it comes in this life, it will be largely corrective, and will 
be the mercy of God forewarning us of the judgment to 
come. So then, let us continuously repent, especially of 
venial sin. So then, now I begin! 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 6:10-20; Psalm 110; 

Mark 2:23-28 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, 
and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick some 
ears of corn. The Pharisees said to him, Look, why are 
they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath? He answered, 
Have you never read what David did when he and his 
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companions were hungry and in need? In the days of 
Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and 
ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests 
to eat. And he also gave some to his companions. Then he 
said to them, The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath. (Mark 2:23-28) 

Son of Man and Lord In the Gospel of St Mark, 
our Lord’s public ministry begins at 1:14, after the arrest of 
John the Baptist. It is interesting to notice with what titles 
our Lord introduces himself. The demons address Jesus of 
Nazareth as “the Holy One of God” — and our Lord 
imposes silence on them (1:24). In Mark’s account of the 
first encounter with “some of the scribes,” our Lord has 
just done something unprecedented: he has forgiven the 
sins of the paralytic. In their thoughts, the scribes refer to 
him as “this” — houtos (fellow, man, person) (2:7). It 
lacks any title, suggesting little respect. Our Lord, reading 
their hearts, took up the challenge and in the process refers 
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to himself as “the Son of Man” (2:10). In St Mark, it is our 
Lord’s first public designation of himself involving a title. 
It occurs in the context of his acting as God would act, and 
in an encounter with “the scribes,” who will pursue him 
during his public ministry. He repeats the title soon after 
— and in the context of an encounter with “the Pharisees.” 
In our Gospel today (Mark 2:23-28), our Lord permits his 
disciples to pluck ears of corn on the Sabbath. This was 
serious for the Pharisees, as it involved, they deemed, a 
violation of the Sabbath rest. Our Lord summarily showed 
how little his critics were in harmony with Scripture, and 
proceeded to make an extraordinary claim: “The Son of 
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath” (2:27). So the title is 
repeated in the context of a clash with his enemies, and our 
Lord is assuming authority over a divine institution — the 
Sabbath rest. He is “the Son of Man” and he is “Lord even 
of the Sabbath.” He is the Son of Man while acting 
divinely. This title, Son of Man, is by no means 
unprecedented in the Scriptures. It is used for man, or for 
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the ideal man, e.g. “God is not as a man, that he should lie 
nor as a son of man, that he should be changed” (Numbers 
23:19). “Blessed is the man that doth this and the son of 
man that shall lay hold on this” (Isaiah 56:2). “Let thy 
hand be upon the man of thy right hand: and upon the son 
of man whom thou hast confirmed for thyself” (Psalm 
79:18). Notably, the Prophet Ezechiel is addressed by God 
as “son of man” over seven dozen times, e.g. “Son of man, 
stand upon thy feet, and I will speak to thee” (Ezekiel 2:1). 

Perhaps the most striking and unusual setting for the 
term in the Old Testament is in the great vision of Daniel 
after the appearance of the four beasts. We read: “I beheld 
therefore in the vision of the night, and lo, one like a son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and he came even to 
the Ancient of days: and they presented him before him. 
And he gave him power, and glory, and a kingdom: and all 
peoples, tribes, and tongues shall serve him: his power is 
an everlasting power that shall not be taken away: and his 
kingdom shall not be destroyed” (7:13-14). It is a 
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remarkable and memorable prophecy, and in view of the 
frequency with which our Lord designates himself as the 
“Son of Man” one cannot help but think that he was 
implicitly pointing to himself as the one to whom power, 
glory and a kingdom would be given, a power that is 
everlasting, a kingdom that shall not be destroyed. This is 
especially so in view of the prominence of the idea of the 
Kingdom of heaven or God in his preaching to the people 
and his disciples. It is not that the title “Son of Man” 
would necessarily and instantly evoke the vision of Daniel 
in the minds of the authorities and the people. It may have 
carried a modest connotation: I am man, a man like you, 
your brother, a son of man. Our Lord had submitted to the 
baptism of John as if he were but one of his sinful brothers. 
He stands in the place of mankind as one of them. But he 
was using a favourite title which suggested not only his 
humanity, but his messianic status without using the 
politically-charged term, Messiah. A “Messiah” was not 
only expected by God’s chosen people to liberate them 
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from oppression as Moses had liberated the people from 
the oppression of the Egyptians. The expectation had 
spilled over to other peoples in the East. There was a 
wider expectation of a coming king. Many of the chosen 
people were looking for a King, God’s anointed, who 
would lead the people back to, and on to, temporal glory. 
Our Lord would have none of this — and the title “Son of 
Man” perhaps seemed most suitable to him. The frequency 
of his use of it is remarkable — almost as much as in 
Ezechiel. It must, then, be very important. I suggest it 
denotes both Christ’s humanity and his Messianic dignity. 

But what is even more remarkable — as has already 
been suggested — is our Lord’s passing and sovereign 
assumption of divine action. He is “Lord of the Sabbath.” 
It was Almighty God who introduced the Sabbath, and our 
Lord is stating that he, Son of Man, is the Lord of the 
Sabbath. He says this calmly, without hesitation, and 
almost in passing, though with full deliberation. He also 
says this in the presence of the authorities of religion in the 
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nation who are quickly becoming his enemies. That is to 
say, it is a very deliberate claim of Jesus Christ to be the 
Lord of revealed religion and its divinely-instituted 
practice. Jesus Christ is Lord, Lord of lords and King of 
kings. 


Second reflection: 

The Heart In the First Book of Samuel we have the 
inspired account of the anointing of David son of Jesse to 
be king. Saul had disobeyed God and in consequence had 
the kingship taken from him. In the choice by God of 
David we see a pattern that recurs in sacred history. God 
often chooses what seems weak and unpromising to the 
eyes of the world, but which nevertheless bears great fruit. 
We may ask, what is the key to this phenomenon? It lies in 
what the Lord said to Samuel while he was reviewing the 
sons of Jesse: “The LORD does not look at the things man 




1617 


looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). The 
implication of this is that David had a heart that was given 
to the Lord. Once Samuel anointed him, we are told that 
“the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with him 
from that day on.” Each of us has been chosen by God in 
Christ before the world began, to be holy and full of love in 
his sight. This eternal choice of us culminated in our 
baptism, when the Holy Spirit came upon us and has been 
with us ever since. God is and will be working in our life, 
but the pivotal issue will be where our own hearts lie. Is 
sin reigning in our heart, or is it with the Lord? 

We must commit our hearts to the Lord in our work 
and in the fulfilment of our daily responsibilities. We must 
aim to do our work for God, and to do it thoroughly. 
However hidden and unpromising our responsibilities may 
appear to man who “looks at the appearances”, “the Lord 
looks at the heart.” Our work will then sanctify us, it itself 
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will be sanctified, and through it others will be sanctified. 
Thus will our lives bear fruit. 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 7: 1-3.15-17; Psalm 109; 

Mark 3:1-6 

Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man 
with a shrivelled hand was there. Some of them were 
looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him 
closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. Jesus 
said to the man with the shrivelled hand, “Stand up in front 
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of everyone. ” Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on 
the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to 
kill? ” But they remained silent. He looked around at them 
in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, 
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand. ” He stretched it 
out, and his hand was completely restored. Then the 
Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians 
how they might kill Jesus. (Mark 3:1-6) 

True Man There are some beautiful and 

outstanding religious icons. The icon, a venerated religious 
image of Christ, or the Virgin Mary, or the Holy Trinity, or 
a biblical scene, has the power to represent a lofty reality 
precisely by depicting one or several of its heavenly 
aspects. It does not attempt to be — as we might put it — 
“down to earth” and realistic in its detail. The form that is 
depicted is idealized. Shapes are very symmetrical, colours 
are pure — and the predominant idea is brought forward, 
be it of Christ as Lord of all, or of Mary as Mother of God, 
or of Christ’s baptism as involving a revelation of the 
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Trinity. The lesson, the moral, the principal teaching is 
thus conveyed with beauty, colour, and in a luminously 
recognizable scene or personage. A certain timelessness is 
achieved by the icon because the characteristics of a 
particular time and place are eschewed. By contrast, 
consider the “realistic” paintings of biblical scenes in 
various epochs — such as during the humanist revival of 
the sixteenth century — many magnificent portrayals are 
manifestly dated and anachronistic in their detail. The 
detail derives from the artist’s historical imagination and 
resources, while the icon does not have this limitation. 
That having been said, the icon, in not portraying the 
living, concrete, historical biblical scene or personage in its 
hard detail, will not convey so well its historical reality. 
Consider one instance of religious depiction which may be 
said to show forth the advantages of both: the Shroud of 
Turin — prescinding from the question of the evidence of 
its authenticity (and the evidence is very persuasive). 
There is great form and beauty in the figure, so much so 
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that it could even be regarded as an “icon.” But how very 
realistic and concrete it is — how very “historical” — 
especially when portrayed in its positive image, of which 
the visible figure on the cloth is a negative! Of course, the 
Shroud commands tremendous interest because of its 
plainly historical and scientific credentials, and it is a 
remarkable relic. But it is so very helpful, too, for its 
concrete and entirely realistic portrayal of the crucified 
Jesus. It is not just an “icon” in its beautiful portrayal of a 
religious reality in its lofty aspects. It also realistically 
depicts that reality in its “down to earth” and historical 
features. All this is to say that, in the Christian religion, it 
is very important that we gain a sense of the Incarnation 
and the Atonement as objective historical facts. It is not 
merely iconic - though it is this too. 

I say all this in order to stress the importance of 
gaining a sense of Jesus Christ and his revelation as deeply 
historical realities. Jesus Christ, the Object and Love of 
the Christian religion, was a real man in real situations. He 
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was not just a man — for he was divine — but he was truly 
man nevertheless. The perennial temptation has been to 
deny his divinity, nevertheless if his real and true humanity 
is forgotten or lost sight of, one’s personal love for him 
will probably be affected. God became man. The Word 
became flesh. We gained a Brother whom it is so easy to 
love, and that Brother is our God, the object of the heart’s 
yearnings. Let us strive to appreciate that God did really 
become man. The Gospels are our great help in attaining 
this realization, for they depict Jesus Christ in what he did 
and in various of his reactions. For instance, in our Gospel 
passage today, there is shown Jesus Christ reacting with 
holy anger. JJe was confronted with a man in need — his 
need was that his hand was useless. He was also 
confronted with representatives of the religious leaders of 
the people who were hostile to what they perceived to be 
his pretensions. Christ towered above his contemporaries 
in his power and in his love. He wished to do good for all, 
especially the greatest good of all which was to take away 
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sin. But it meant the acceptance of him in faith, and here 
were the religious leaders resolutely refusing him. It was 
sinful stubbornness of heart and, we read, Christ was angry 
for grief at their moral state. Let the fact of Christ’s holy 
anger, the anger issuing from utter love when confronted 
by sinful refusal, help us to appreciate the concrete 
humanity of Jesus Christ. He had a heart of flesh, a heart 
that throbbed, raced, warmed, simmered, and always felt, 
often most keenly. It was the sacred heart of God made 
man, a heart filled with holy feelings for man and his 
salvation. Our Lord was not a plaster-cast “icon” as some 
might imagine him. He was a real, living man who was the 
eternal, almighty and all-holy God. His human anger, 
lacking any trace of the sin which all too often suffuses our 
anger, was a manifestation of his human mind, heart and 
soul. If we are to appreciate the mystery and the doctrine 
of the Incarnation, we must fully accept the divinity of 
Jesus Christ — but we must also accept his humanity, a 
humanity that was entirely historical. 
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“But they remained silent. He looked around at them 
in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said 
to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand’” (Mark 3:1-6). I have 
often thought that it would be good to see an outstanding 
religious artist attempt to paint this biblical scene, and to 
capture the all-holy Christ looking around on his critics 
with anger. It would be a difficult enterprise, but I think it 
would assist people to appreciate more keenly the 
humanity of Jesus Christ. This in turn would help them to 
appreciate the love of God for them, for God became truly 
man, a real man for love of us. Christ loved me, St Paul 
writes, and gave himself up for me. 


Second reflection: (Mark 3:1-6) 

God’s Anger At times we hear dismissed all talk 
of the anger of God at sin. He is a God of love and 
compassion, and therefore, we are told, to speak of God 
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being angry is inappropriate and demeaning to his divine 
nature. It is deemed an anthropomorphism. Well, let us 
consider today’s Gospel passage (Mark 3:1-6). Our Lord 
was faced with the silent hostility of the Pharisees who 
were watching “to see if he would heal” on the Sabbath 
day. Our Lord confronted them with his question and they 
refused to answer. Their sinful obstinacy was 
impenetrable. What was our Lord’s response? He was 
angry : “Then, grieved to find them so obstinate, he looked 
angrily round at them and said to the man, ‘Stretch out 
your hand.’ He stretched it out and his hand was 
completely restored.” His anger was an expression of his 
loving grief at the intractability of sin. Let us beware lest 
we too be obstinate with God, especially in seemingly little 
things. This is the seriousness of deliberate venial sin, the 
little sins we commit with eyes wide open and our 
conscience informed. We can quietly shut out the voice of 
conscience and repeatedly commit venial sins, which also 
means we are repeatedly ignoring the voice of the Holy 



1627 


Spirit. We are to that extent making ourselves obstinate, 
intractable — like the Pharisees. St Paul speaks of us 
making the Holy Spirit sad by our sins, and our Gospel 
today portrays the Son of God becoming angry and grieved 
at the stubborn sinfulness of the Pharisees before him. 

What is the answer to this? It is repentance. It is 
most important that there be an ongoing pattern of 
repentance from venial sin in our life. This repentance is 
expressed and assisted by frequent recourse to the 
Sacrament of Penance. It is impossible to attain holiness 
unless we become strong in the virtue of repentance, 
especially repentance from venial sin. God is love and he 
is holiness. Obstinate sin and the refusal to repent will 
make him angry. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all 
things, both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the 
pleading of your people and bestow your peace on our 
times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 7:25-8:6; Psalm 39; 

Mark 3:7-12 

Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a 
large crowd from Galilee followed. When they heard all 
he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, 
Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and 
around Tyre and Sidon. Because of the crowd he told his 
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disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the 
people from crowding him. For he had healed many, so 
that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch 
him. Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down 
before him and cried out, You are the Son of God. But he 
gave them strict orders not to tell who he was. (Mark 3:7- 
12 ) 


Galilean There was no doubt about it: it was 
unusual for news to reach the Holy City that a prophet — a 
great one, indeed — had appeared out of Galilee. When 
influential members of the Sanhedrin berated the temple 
officers for not arresting Jesus (John 7:45-52), Nicodemus 
protested that he was not being given a hearing. They 
replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will 
see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee” (7:52). As a 
matter of fact, they had not got their Scriptures right. We 
read in 2 Kings 14:25 that Jeroboam, king of Israel (the 
northern kingdom) restored the border of Israel ... 
“according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, 
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which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of Amitai, the 
prophet, who was from Gath-hepher.” Gath-hepher is west 
of the Lake of Galilee, a little north-west of Mount Tabor, 
and within several miles of Nazareth and Zephoris. 
Indeed, he is usually identified also as the prophet of the 
Book of Jonah — with a mission, then, to the heathen 
(Nineveh), and one of the earliest prophets of whose 
writings we have some record. He may have been a near¬ 
contemporary of Hosea and Amos. Our Lord describes 
himself by referring to Jonah: there is a greater than Jonah 
here. Again, there is the great Elijah who appeared 
together with Moses conversing with our Lord in glory at 
his transfiguration. He, then, is an archetypal figure of the 
prophets of the chosen people of God. He suddenly 
appears in 1 Kings 17:1 — and he is “the Tishbite, of 
Tishbe in Gilead.” He delivers a message from the Lord to 
Ahab the king of Israel. Tishbe is generally located in 
Galilee — so Elijah was a Galilean. We read in the Book 
of Nahum (1:1) that Nahum the prophet was from Elkosh 
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— which is thought by some to be in upper Galilee (though 
others place it near the Tigris). It is to be noted that both 
Jonah and Nahum have prophecies directed to the Gentiles, 
the Assyrians (Nineveh). Admittedly it was rare for 
prophets to be from Galilee, but Isaiah had predicted that 
“there will be no more gloom for those who were in 
distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honour 
Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the 
Jordan” (Isaiah 9:1). Jesus was the great fulfilment of this. 

There is a certain universalist dimension in the very 
fact of our Lord being a Galilean, a prophet from Galilee. 
For the Judean Temple aristocracy, Jesus of Nazareth came 
from “away out there.” His very accent would have been 
different — and Peter’s Galilean accent was identified as 
such during the trial of Christ. According to Mark (15:34), 
when dying on the Cross our Lord cries out to his heavenly 
Father, “Eloi, Eloi...” The Targum of Psalm 22 begins 
with “Eli, Eli” — as in the Hebrew. Matthew — who is 
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noted for his quoting of the Scriptures — reports Christ as 
saying “Eli” (27:46). But it could be that Christ’s 
pronunciation of this word in Psalm 22:1(2) as (carefully) 
recorded by Mark (“Eloi”), is an instance of Christ’s 
Galilean accent. Our Lord’s Galilean upbringing 
connected him already with the nations, even though he 
himself had for his mission the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel. Further, in our Gospel today we read of people 
coming to him not only from Galilee, not only from Judea 
and from Jerusalem, but from Idumea, and the regions 
across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. Idumea was 
situated south of Judea and the Dead Sea, but its limits, 
bordering on the wilderness, are difficult to determine. It 
was understood as encompassing the territory occupied by 
those claiming descent from the Edomites. Herod the 
Great was an Idumean. People came to our Lord also from 
“across the Jordan” — to the east, that is. This may have 
included parts of the Decapolis, which was a Gentile area. 
They came from the opposite direction as well, from 
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“around Tyre and Sidon,” in the area of present Lebanon. 
All up, we have a picture that suggests not only the chosen 
people of God, but an openness to the nations. Our Lord 
himself — the most striking of the prophets for his 
teaching, his powers, his goodness and the awesome 
acknowledgment of him by the demons themselves — was 
raised in a setting that had a Gentile touch to it. There 
were being drawn to him not only persons from the chosen 
people of God but beyond. That is to say, while from the 
very first our Lord is utterly and lovingly committed to the 
House of Israel, he is also from the first showing — as we 
see and as his disciples would have seen by hindsight — 
the beginnings of a universal reach, a universal kingdom. 
It will not be a great step for him, risen from the dead and 
about to ascend to his heavenly Father, to command his 
disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of all 
the nations. We also notice that, in Matthew’s Gospel (28: 
19-20), this final commission is given in Galilee. 
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Let us place ourselves in our Gospel setting and 
mingle with this diverse crowd. We are in “Galilee of the 
Gentiles.” The Master himself, though born in Bethlehem, 
is by upbringing a Galilean — and speaks as one. Jostling 
in the crowd are people from various parts, many with little 
connection to Judea, many with less connection to 
Jerusalem and the Temple. There are those who come 
from the Gentile world nearby. It is the beginning of the 
grandest story of all, and it will carry on to the end of the 
world. The Church has history for its field, and the task is 
to bring Jesus to the nations. Let us enter into the work 
then — the work of bringing the knowledge and love of 
Jesus Christ to the world around us. 


Second reflection: 

Friendship One of the beautiful figures of the Old 
Testament is that of Jonathan, the son of Saul and the 
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beloved friend of David. He was noble in his character, he 
respected his father and was unswervingly loyal in his 
friendship with David. Especially impressive is his filial 
respect for his wayward father and his upright friendship 
with David. His friendship with David leads him to warn 
David of the harm to him that his father was 
contemplating; and his loving respect for his father Saul 
leads him to convince his father not to commit the sin of 
attempting to murder David. Jonathan is an inspiring 
figure who teaches us the beauty, the value, and the nature 
of true friendship. As his example indicates, friendship is a 
great good in life and it is a gift from God. But is ought be 
shaped by the will of God and his laws, and all that is done 
in the name of friendship or to increase it, should be such 
as to please God and not to offend him. It is obvious that a 
friendship can lead a person away from the obedience due 
to God (and we merely have to think of how Eve drew 
Adam into sin), but Jonathan shows how a friendship can 
lead to a good and higher path. All this is to say that 
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friendship ought be a holy friendship rather than a sinful 
one. An immense amount of good can be done precisely 
through the cultivation of good and holy friendships. 
Through our friendships we can warn others of dangers we 
see are ahead of them. In turn we can be warned and 
wholesomely corrected to better ways by our friends. 
Furthermore, our friendship with others can prompt us to 
intercede for them in our prayers to God and to have 
Masses said for them, be they living or dead. 

The spread and cultivation of good and holy 
friendships is a most important apostolate in life. Let us 
commit ourselves to the work of cultivating such 
friendships as are pleasing to God. 
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Friday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 8:6-13; Psalm 84; 

Mark 3:13-19 

Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him 
those he wanted, and they came to him. He appointed 
twelve — designating them apostles — that they might be 
with him and that he might send them out to preach and to 
have authority to drive out demons. These are the twelve 


1638 


he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he 
gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunderj; 
Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James 
son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him. (Mark 3:13-19). 

Hero Indeed The idea of a Superman has recurred 
in history. One of the most striking was the twentieth- 
century character of popular comics, radio plays and 
movies, “Superman.” I remember when I was a boy I 
loved this character — together with “Tarzan” and “The 
Phantom.” The origins of this Superman character are 
interesting: it is said to have been originally inspired by 
Nietzsche’s “Over-man.” I refer to Jerry Siegel and Joe 
Shuster’s initial invention of the bald villain bent on 
dominating the world, in the 1933 short story “The Reign 
of the Super-Man.” The front cover shows a bald-headed 
ogre dominating the scene. Almost immediately Siegel 
began to remake his “Super-Man” into the hero the world 
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later knew. The new “Superman” appeared in April, 1938 
and gradually took the popular imagination by storm. 
“Superman” soon became a highly moral and brave (but 
not religious) character who fights evil, a hero in the 
mythic tradition with obvious parallels to Hercules of 
Greek literature and perhaps to Samson of Hebrew 
literature (without his religion). His predominating feature 
is his overpowering strength, though he has his limits. 
“Superman,” of course, does not share our human nature in 
his most obvious characteristic — he is precisely a super¬ 
man in his physical strength. Paradoxically, his recurring 
adversary had features of Nietzsche’s “Over-man” 
( Ubermensch ) in the arch-villain. I mention this as an 
instance of the fascination in history and culture with 
power, strength, and the idea of a good man being superior 
in strength to opposing evil forces. One of Thomas 
Carlyle’s notable publications was his work On Heroes, 
Hero-Worship, and The Heroic in History — it consisted 
of his lectures on heroes (1840). The idea of the heroic is a 
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very important feature of human culture, and it brings us to 
the real hero of history, the Hero of heroes who took on the 
greatest evil in the world, which is sin. He entered into 
combat with the arch evil spirit (and his minions) who 
wishes to inspire each man and woman, as he did Adam 
and Eve, to be an Over-man, a Super-Man of Nietzsche’s 
hapless imagination. I refer to Jesus Christ, the Ruler of 
the kings of the earth, who has gained for us the victory. 

While Jesus Christ is the true Hero of history, the one 
of surpassing strength who prevailed over the sin of the 
world, the distinguishing thing about him is that he was 
defeated. He gained the victory by means of his humble 
and obedient submission to the defeat of death. This is not 
like Hercules, or Superman — and it is the very opposite of 
Nietzsche’s Over-man, or Super Man. All of this brings us 
to our Gospel passage today (Mark 3:13-19). Jesus Christ, 
the Word made flesh, the eternal Son of the Father, chose 
very ordinary mortals to be his direct associates, his first 
and foremost generals, in what was to be a Kingdom 
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without end. We read that “He appointed twelve — 
designating them apostles — that they might be with him 
and that he might send them out to preach and to have 
authority to drive out demons.” They were to be his alter- 
egos, as it were, and would have power to dominate the 
demons. So it is that we read, “These are the twelve he 
appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he 
gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder); 
Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James 
son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him.” These were ordinary people, 
and right at the end of this list there is Judas Iscariot. 
Christ wanted Judas to be a saint, an Apostle, a foundation 
of his Church. But he turned out so terribly. This was not 
what our Lord wanted, but so it was — and during his 
public ministry our Lord, we read in the Gospel, saw it 
coming. “Have I not chosen you?” he said to the Twelve 
after announcing the doctrine of the Eucharist. “Yet one of 
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you is a devil” — he was referring, St John informs us, to 
Judas Iscariot who would betray him (John 6:70-71). But 
our Lord did not turn him out. He did not expel him from 
this unique company. Our Lord lived patiently with this 
growing tragedy, praying and discretely endeavouring to 
reclaim the straying sheep. Our Lord lived and worked 
patiently in a world profoundly wounded by sin. When 
“the Jews” took up stones with which to stone him, he did 
not disable them with his divine power — rather, he 
escaped. He lived patiently in the fallen world around him. 

Our Lord is the true Superman, the true Hero. But he 
shares our human nature entirely, with the exception, of 
course, that not the slightest trace of sin could possibly 
touch his divine Person. He immersed himself in our 
human condition and thoroughly took part with it, which 
meant that he lived and worked and suffered within all its 
limitations. He did not exercise his divine power to turn 
stones into bread for his own advantage. His divine power 
was at the service of sinful man, and above all to show 
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sinful man that he would and could liberate man from the 
power of sin and sanctify him. So then, we must repent 
and come after him. We have the greatest of heroes to lead 
and help us — he is Jesus Christ. 


Second reflection: 

Respect At the end of December 2005, Sydney 
witnessed what were called race riots, beginning at 
Cronulla. Many were wondering how, in Sydney of all 
places, this ever came to pass. News of it went all over the 
world. One person who was interviewed said that the 
gradual loss of respect in Australian society was a factor. 
A comment such as that can prompt us to reflect on the 
importance of mutual reverence and respect for others in 
social life, for it is clear that some people are habitually 
respectful and others habitually lack respect. Most, I 
suppose, lie somewhere in between. It is obvious that the 
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virtue of respect is pivotal in social life, a respect showing 
itself in good manners, justice, and many other virtues. We 
read in the First Book of Samuel (ch.24) how Saul is 
pursuing David but unknowingly falls into his power. 
David could have easily killed him, but refused to harm 
him. He cut off the border of Saul’s cloak (and even 
reproached himself for doing that.) Later from a distance 
he revealed himself to Saul and showed him that he could 
have harmed him but refrained from doing so. All of this 
he did with reverence and respect for the person of Saul. 
David reverenced Saul’s person as the anointed king of 
Israel, even though the king was wrongly seeking to harm 
him. 


In this, David is an example to us. We have so many 
reasons to grow in the virtue of reverence and respect for 
others. Each person we deal with is a creature of God, 
God’s handiwork made in his image. God constantly holds 
each person in being. We are all in this sense God’s 
children and he is our common Father. This gives to each 
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human being an immense dignity worthy of reverence. 
Our Lord has told us that at our judgment, whatever we 
have done to the least he will count as having been done to 
him. As well as this, each baptised person in the state of 
grace is a temple of God, in which the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit constantly dwell. Due to baptism each 
member of the Church is an adopted child of God, sharing 
in the sonship of the Son, not by nature of course but by 
grace. We have so many reasons to show constant 
reverence towards others. Consider what respect God 
showed towards us in sending his Son to become one of us, 
and then laying down his life for each of us! 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 9:2-3.11-14; Psalm 46; 

Mark 3:20-21 

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd 
gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to 
eat. When his family heard about this, they went to take 
charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind. ” 
(Mark 3:20-21) 
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God of love Sir David Attenborough, the famous 
British broadcaster and film maker of numerous natural 
history pieces, has been said to have received more 
honorary degrees by British universities than any other 
person. He is the recipient of honorary Doctor of Science 
awards from the University of Cambridge and the 
University of Oxford, and an honorary Doctor of Letters 
degree by the university of Leicester. He received the title 
Honorary Fellow from Clare College, Cambridge, the 
Zoological Society of London, the Linnaean Society, the 
Institute of Biology and the Society of Antiquaries. His 
films have excelled in their teaching power, rather than in 
presenting the cutting edge of science. I myself, viewing 
his impressive nature television shows, have been led to a 
deeper sense of the grandeur, the might, the wisdom and 
the very reality of the Creator. Famously, this is not so 
with Attenborough himself. In a BBC interview of 
December 2, 2005, Attenborough declared himself to be an 
agnostic. I remember watching an interview with him and 
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it was the cruelty and suffering that he saw in nature which 
turned him away from positive theism. On other occasions 
he has referred to the tapeworm causing blindness. “You 
ought to think of ... well, think of a parasitic worm that 
lives only in the eyeballs of human beings, boring its way 
through them, in West Africa, for example, where it's 
common, turning people blind. So if you say, ‘I believe 
that God designed and created and brought into existence 
every single species that exists,’ then you've also got to 
say, ‘well, he, at some stage, decided to bring into 
existence a worm that's going to turn people blind.’ Now, I 
find that very difficult to reconcile with notions about a 
merciful God. And I certainly find it difficult to believe 
that a God — superhuman, supreme power — would 
actually do that.” In a BBC interview of January 2009, 
when Attenborough was asked if he had ever had religious 
faith, he said, “No.” It seems he has never believed in God 
— nor were his parents religious. He may be regarded as 
the typical secular Briton. Specifically, Attenborough does 
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not see evidence for the being of a God. All this suggests 
that the world alone gives an ambiguous message to the 
one with certain starting points. 

This may seem a long way from the point I wish to 
make, which derives from our Gospel scene today. To 
modern secular man, God is a curious puzzle, an 
uncertainty, an unlikely proposition, unnecessary, and is 
scarcely engaged with the world or with the individual man 
as would a living flesh-and-blood person. He is not 
committed to man nor is involved with him. If he is 
somewhere around, he is out of sight, and to that extent is a 
non-entity. How the believer deals with such a position is 
a challenging question — but it at least requires the 
engagement of persons who are profoundly convinced of 
the reality of the God of historical revelation. That God, 
the God of revelation, is indeed involved. He is indeed 
engaged with man and his suffering. The testimony of 
historical revelation is that he is the only true God, and so 
involved was he in man’s plight, and in the world’s plight, 
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that he became man to take upon himself the root cause of 
all the trouble — sin. Thus we are brought to our Gospel 
scene today, in which we stand before the God of the 
universe become man. What do we see him doing in our 
Gospel today? He is utterly consumed with service for the 
people around him. He does not spare himself. He has no 
time on his hands. He has no time to eat. He wishes to 
serve. This is the God of the universe, standing revealed 
for us all — the Attenboroughs included. So intent is he on 
serving his creatures, who are now his brothers, that we 
read, “Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, 
so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 
When his family heard about this, they went to take charge 
of him, for they said, ‘He is out of his mind’” (Mark 3:20- 
21). They thought he was out of his mind, so given over 
was he to the needs of those before him. He himself said to 
his disciples at the Last Supper, “He who sees me, sees the 
Father.” He said elsewhere — to his enemies — that “The 
Father and I are one.” What we see him doing here for 
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love of the least, is a powerful and entirely true reflection 
of the attitude of the Most High, the Origin of that world 
which Sir David Attenborough has portrayed so 
effectively. Attenborough forgot the revealed teaching on 
the Fall and its terrible results on man and the world. But 
all that aside, the point at hand is what our Gospel scene of 
Jesus Christ in action reveals to us of God: God is at the 
service of man. 

So greatly is God at the service of his creatures that he 
became one of us, took upon himself the sin of the world, 
at unparalleled cost to himself atoned for it, then rose from 
the dead for our salvation. He gives himself for us in the 
Eucharist, abiding in our Tabernacles night and day under 
the humblest of appearances, giving himself to us in the 
Sacraments and most of all in the Mass which is Calvary 
made present. The God of all things is a God of unceasing 
love, love without limit. The situation is very different 
indeed from what our modern agnostic imagines. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 3:20-21) 

Service Our Gospel scene today is brief but very 
revealing in what it presents about Jesus. Our Lord and his 
disciples are besieged by the crowds pressing around him 
and making their demands on him. We are told that they 
could not even have a meal (Mark 3:20-21). There we 
have a picture of our Lord giving himself over to the 
service of others without respite and drawing his disciples 
into that constant and overflowing zeal. We may ask 
ourselves, what would our Lord be doing were he to be 
physically and visibly in our midst now? He would be 
given over to his mission of service and drawing his 
disciples - depending on their vocation — into this work 
too. Our Lord was a man of work. On one occasion our 
Lord was attacked for healing on the Sabbath. He said: my 
Father is working, so I work too. We then, who are made 
in God’s image are made to work, which is to serve God 
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and others by our work. Our vocation is to serve, to serve 
God and others and we do this in our work, by working for 
them. Even our life of prayer can be understood as part of 
our work for God. For that reason liturgies are at times 
called services: in them we serve God by public prayer. 
We are here on earth to serve and not to be served — just 
as, our Lord tells us, the Son of man came not to be served 
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for the many. 
There is a second detail in our Gospel passage today. Our 
Lord’s relatives, seeing how utterly given over to his 
mission he was, thought he was out of his mind and set out 
“to take charge of him.” This implies that during those 
years at Nazareth he fitted in completely. He was a true 
and unobtrusive member of his wider family, making 
himself subject to the limitations of the Incarnation. St 
Luke specifically mentions how, after being found in the 
Temple as a child, he returned to Nazareth with his parents 
and was subject to them. Our Gospel passage today 
implies that he made himself subject to his family and the 
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local situation humbly and fully. The Incarnation was very 
real. 


The Son of God came to serve and not to be served, 
and to give his life as a ransom for the many. Let us 
resolve to follow the example of our Lord and to fill up our 
life with the work of service, service of God and of our 
fellow man. 
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Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-5.10; Psalm 25:4-9; 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come, ” 
he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe 
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the good news!” As Jesus walked beside the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the lake, for they were fishermen. ‘‘Come, follow 
me, ” Jesus said, ‘‘and I will make you fishers of men. ” At 
once they left their nets and followed him. When he had 
gone a little farther, he saw James son ofZebedee and his 
brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay 
he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired men and followed him. (Mark 1:14-20) 

Repent and Believe I once was speaking to a 
young university graduate, and asked her what work she 
wanted to do in life. She said she wasn’t interested in work 
as such — she looked on her work as little more than 
something she had to do. It was clear that she had not 
asked herself seriously what she believed to be important 
— that is, what made life worthwhile. What can help us do 
this is a daily examination of conscience, reflecting on 
what thoughts, beliefs and goals are driving us in our daily 
life. This self-reflection would normally raise the question 
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in our minds of what it is that makes life worthwhile. In 
our Gospel passage today, our Lord presents us in simple 
terms with the most important thing of all: “The time has 
come and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe the Good News.” There we have it in a nutshell: 
the Gospel. The Gospel in its totality ought have our full 
assent. The Good News is Jesus, his teaching and his 
grace. God is with us, addressing us as friends and inviting 
us to live in his friendship. Our response should be that of 
faith in his Person and in his teaching, a full assent coming 
from our whole being. This, in turn, introduces the 
question of what it is to have faith. Our Lord in the Gospel 
invites his hearers to believe: repent and believe, he says. 
By this faith, a person assents to God and to what he has 
revealed. Scripture calls this the obedience of faith. It is a 
form of obedience. I remember being in a religious 
discussion group made up of about five doctors. I was 
surprised at how poor an understanding they had of their 
Catholic Faith. But even worse, I noticed how some of 
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them seemed to think that in all matters of religion, one 
basically makes up one’s own mind as to what to believe, 
in place of looking to a higher, divinely-endowed authority. 
In matters of Christian belief, once the Christian accepts 
that Christ is God and our Redeemer, he then accepts 
whatever Christ has revealed. He bases his belief on 
Christ’s authority. He does so not because he happens to 
agree with it, but because it is Christ who has revealed it. 
When our Lord in today’s Gospel invites us to believe in 
the Good News, he is inviting us to submit our intellect and 
will to him with our whole being. Faith is obedience to 
God. We believe on God’s authority. 

But there is a further step in the obedience of faith. 
The Catholic understands that Christ dwells in his body the 
Church as her Head, and through the power and action of 
the Holy Spirit, guides the Church to teach in his name. 
Therefore the Church’s formal and binding teaching is the 
teaching of Christ. This is one thing a young person must 
come to understand about revealed religion. Many adults 
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have never learnt it and it is possible to go right through 
life without genuinely accepting it. Cardinal Newman, one 
of the Church’s greatest modem converts, insisted that a 
person accept this before becoming a Catholic. Many 
adults go through life thinking that in matters of religious 
belief, ultimately it is right and proper to make up one’s 
own mind, that is to say without recourse to and 
dependence on the Church’s teaching authority. The result 
is that one’s religion is a religion based simply on one’s 
private judgment, rather than on the divine authority of 
God’s revelation. Christ, dwelling in his Church, makes of 
the Church God’s living Oracle. The Church in her formal 
teaching is the Oracle of God, the “pillar and ground” of 
revealed truth (1 Timothy 3:15). If what one believes is 
simply what one works out for oneself, then one’s religion 
is a religion of man. It is not the religion revealed by God 
by which God means to redeem and sanctify us. There is a 
further point which our Lord makes clear in the Gospel 
today (Mark 1:14-20). Before we can hope to give to 
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Christ and his Church the assent of mind and heart which 
we call faith, we must repent. Our Lord tells us to repent 
and believe the Gospel (Mark 1:14-20). In his way of 
expressing it, repentance comes first. In order to embrace 
with our whole being the Person and teaching of Christ, we 
must submit to him. We must submit our mind and our 
will to him. But to submit to our Lord and to his teaching 
as it comes to us in the teaching of the Church it is required 
of us that we be ready to put aside our own will and 
preferences. It requires submission and obedience, which 
goes against our pride and inclinations. Cardinal Newman 
once said that the essence of religion is authority and 
obedience, which is to say the acceptance of God’s 
authority and the readiness to obey him. This requires 
repentance. 

To exercise the obedience of faith we have to repent 
of pride and independence of mind. On the basis of this 
repentance we can enter into an authentically religious 
relationship with Christ and his mystical body, the teaching 
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Church. Let us then resolve to renounce anything within 
us that might lead to resist accepting and living our 
Catholic Faith. That is to say, let us resolve to do what our 
Lord says: repent and believe the Good News. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
No. 144-165 (“I believe” — the obedience of faith and the 
characteristics of faith.) 
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Monday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 9:15.24-28; Psalm 97; 

Mark 3:22-30 

And the teachers of the law who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the 
prince of demons he is driving out demons. ” So Jesus 
called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can 
Satan drive out Satan ? If a kingdom is divided against 
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itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided 
against itself that house cannot stand. And if Satan 
opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end 
has come. In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house 
and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the 
strong man. Then he can rob his house. I tell you the 
truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven 
them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin. ” He said 
this because they were saying, “He has an evil spirit. ” 
(Mark 3:22-30) 

Light and Darkness One of the figures of 19 th 
century England who has commanded constant interest 
since his death in 1890 is John Henry Newman — beatified 
by Pope Benedict XVI in Birmingham in 2010. One of the 
things that has contributed to the inherent interest of 
Newman’s life was the array of personalities with whom 
his life was involved. He was a close friend of Edward 
Pusey, and a close friend — at one point a disciple, indeed 
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— of John Keble. He was a close friend and, in the early 
stages, a protege of Richard Whately. The list could go on. 
One of his friends, in the first few years of their 
acquaintance, was Joseph Blanco White who in 1826 
moved (for the second time) to Oxford University. Blanco 
White was granted the Oxford MA diploma for his anti- 
Catholic publications, and was admitted to Oriel College 
during Newman’s first year as a tutor there. Blanco 
White has been receiving new attention in recent years. 
His most memorable sonnet is “Mysterious Night.” Juan 
Goytisolo, Spanish poet and writer, has hailed his work 
both as a writer and as a daring intellectual heretic who 
attacked the so-called power of the Catholic Church and 
the various establishments of his time. In June, 2001, the 
first international Congress in Spain on the life and work of 
Blanco White was held in Madrid. Newman always 
remembered him as one of the saddest tragedies he had 
known. Born in Seville, Spain, his name was Jose Maria 
Blanco y Crespo (July 11, 1775-May 20, 1841). In spite of 
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various doubts, he was ordained a priest at the end of 1799, 
and was appointed to a royal chaplaincy. His scepticism 
about Catholicism and indeed about religion itself secretly 
grew. He later wrote that “believing religion a fable, I still 
found myself compelled daily to act as a minister and 
promoter of imposture.” Finally abandoning his priesthood 
he left Spain during the Peninsular War in 1810, and sailed 
to England — having rejected religion. During his first 
years in England he read Paley, reconsidered his opposition 
to religion, embraced Anglicanism and took Anglican 
Orders. While preaching on occasion (including in 
Newman’s pulpit at Oxford), he never held an Anglican 
living. At about the time of the rise of the Oxford 
Movement he passed out of Anglicanism back to his 
rejection of Christian doctrine (of the Incarnation, the 
Trinity, the Church, etc), and embraced Unitarianism. In 
this belief he finally died, seeing himself as a witness to 
fidelity to conscience and the truth. 
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Newman saw Blanco White as sincere, but as having 
entered a final blindness due to moral fault. While we 
must hope that God in his mercy and power saved him, we 
can derive certain lessons from his life. Let us not linger 
on Blanco White himself because obviously we cannot 
know the state of his soul and how he really stood before 
God his Creator. However he can be taken as a symbol of 
the formal rejection of revealed doctrine. One can be 
sincere — truly thinking that what one maintains is correct 
— while being in a state of hopeless error and blindness, 
and being in that condition ultimately because of secret 
moral fault. That was Newman’s judgment of him. I refer 
to this case as an analogy of something even more serious, 
and which our Lord refers to in our Gospel of today. 
Listen to our Lord’s solemn words, addressed to those who 
were accusing him of being led by a demon (and not by the 
Divine Spirit). He said something awesome indeed: “I tell 
you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be 
forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy 
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Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.” 
He said this because they were saying, “He has an evil 
spirit” (Mark 3:22-30). While the precise meaning of 
‘blaspheming against the Holy Spirit’ has long been 
controverted and discussed, Christ’s statement makes one 
thing clear. A person is able to place himself out of the 
reach of grace and somehow beyond forgiveness. Let us 
not place Blanco White in this category. But his case 
shows how a person can gradually, through personal fault, 
lose the light of God while thinking of himself as following 
the light of his conscience. His case might help us 
appreciate the dark possibilities facing man. He can do 
tremendous harm to himself by failing to follow the light 
and a blindness can set in, according to which he thinks he 
is in the light. One can even reach the point of 
“blaspheming against the Holy Spirit”, our Lord warns. 
Our Gospel passage suggests that those who were accusing 
our Lord of being in league with Satan were verging on 
this state. We remember that Peter in the Acts of the 
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Apostles said “I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers” (Acts 3:17). They were blind, culpably 
so, acting “in ignorance,” and verging on blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit. 

Let us never take sin for granted, or regard it casually 
— especially the secret sin of our hearts that is out of the 
sight of man. There are all sorts of secret sin. A person 
could close his eyes, fold his arms, and commit the most 
heinous sin of all in his heart. For instance, he could reject 
God, reject his revelation, reject God’s very existence, and 
choose not to care about the divine judgment. He could 
even consciously choose eternal separation from God. This 
would be an example of a profoundly deadly sin. But we 
can sin venially, deliberately, secretly, and all the while be 
moving towards the darkness. That is to say, secret sin can 
grow more and more serious. Let us renounce sin and 
choose the will of God. Religion is, as Newman wrote, a 
matter of accepting God’s authority and choosing the path 
of obedience. Thus do we grow in the light. 



1669 


Second reflection: (Mark 3:22-30) 

Sin and Satan In our Gospel passage today we are 
confronted with a strange phenomenon. There in the midst 
of the people and the scribes from Jerusalem was the 
all-holy Christ, God himself, in whom there was, of course, 
not a trace of sin. Moreover he was casting out demons. 
But what do we see some of the observers do? They 
accuse him not merely of sin, but of being in active league 
with Satan! (Mark 3:22-30). How could such a thing come 
to pass? It was because of sin, the sin that in this case 
reigned in the minds of Christ’s accusers. It shows not 
only the real presence of sin, but its great power. Now, we 
not only see sin at work in Christ’s accusers. Our passage 
also presents us with Christ’s words about Satan, in whom 
sin and pride and hatred of God reigns without any 
possibility of diminution or repentance. It is well to 
wonder at the terrible phenomenon of Satan and his angelic 
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minions. Our Lord refers to them in this passage as a 
kingdom and a household. Words such as these imply that 
Satan and his fellow demons are organized in their hostile 
campaign against the kingdom and the household of God. 
To think that God’s creatures could thus rebel against him! 

But of course we should recognise that every time we 
deliberately sin, we are aligning ourselves to some degree, 
however slight, with the scribes of this passage on the one 
hand and with Satan on the other. That is to say, we must 
resolutely renounce sin and intrepidly renew that 
renunciation daily and regularly in the Sacrament of 
Penance. Sin is what the Son of God made man was sent 
to overcome. He has overcome it and broken its power. 
By prayer and the grace of the Holy Spirit we must make 
the results of Christ’s work our own. Let us then commit 
ourselves to Christ and have nothing to do with Satan and 
with sin. This is the will of God, St Paul writes, your 
sanctification. So then, now I begin! 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:1-10; Psalm 39; 

Mark 3:31-35 

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing 
outside, they sent someone in to call him. A crowd was 
sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and 
brothers are outside looking for you. ” “Who are my 
mother and my brothers?” he asked. Then he looked at 
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those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my 
brother and sister and mother. ” (Mark 3:31-35) 

Brothers and Sisters A distinctive feature of the 
religion of Islam is its catchcry, There is no god but Allah! 
Further, that Allah alone is great! I introduce the Islamic 
insistence on the one God and its unrelenting opposition to 
idolatry, in order to bring into focus man’s images of God. 
But more than anything, let us think of the image which 
God has revealed he wants us to have of himself. That is to 
say, let us think of the manner and content of God’s 
revelation of himself: it involved a progressive revelation 
of himself as a God of tender and merciful love. With due 
respect for the strengths of important features of Islam, the 
Christian does not regard it as part of the historical 
revelation. That revelation subsists in Judeo-Christian 
religion. The Christian regards Islam as basically a natural 
religion, drawing heavily on and enhanced by elements of 
that historical revelation which was granted to the prophets 
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and definitively completed and fulfilled in the Person and 
teaching of Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man. A 
very distinctive feature of this revelation is its progressive 
character. One authority on both religions (Jacques Jomier, 
O.P. in The Bible and the Qur’an, Ignatius, p.92) writes 
that “there is in the Bible a whole religious aspect that has 
no equivalent in the Qur’an, the historical aspect properly 
so-called, that of the progressive revelation of God’s love 
for his people, through all the vicissitudes of history; with 
the growing awareness of the grievous character of sin 
considered as an offence against God’s love and the needs 
of all mankind, that of the ‘poor of Yahweh.’” Regarding 
sin, for instance, “the Qur’an ignores the lesson of the 
Exile on the seriousness of sin.” As a matter of fact, as the 
Bible appears in the Qur’an, it is only certain passages of 
the Pentateuch and certain bits of the Gospel that feature 
(and seriously distorted, the Christian will have to say). I 
mention Islam only to bring out the distinctiveness of 
historical revelation. In the Qur’an there is no progressive 
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revelation of the mystery of God over the course of time, 
whereas in the Bible God as the Lord of love is 
progressively shown. He is gradually revealed as God- 
with-us, a Husband to his people. This revelation reaches 
its highest point in the Person and teaching of Christ. 

This brings us to our Gospel today. The mere fact of 
the Incarnation is a wonder, of course. God became man, 
truly man, in order to be with us and to share with us his 
life of love. It is the greatest revelation of divine love. God 
so loved the world, St John writes, that he sent his only Son 
not to condemn the world (which might have been 
expected, granted its sin) but to save the world. Without 
having pursued the matter exhaustively, I suspect that the 
dogma of God being a God of infinite love is peculiar to the 
Judeo-Christian revelation. The Gospels are full of it. In 
our Gospel scene today “Jesus’ mother and brothers 
arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call 
him. A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, 
‘Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.’ 
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‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ he asked. Then he 
looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, 
‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does 
God’s will is my brother and sister and mother’” (Mark 
3:31-35). If the assumption is that Jesus Christ is at most a 
prophet, then of course this statement of his is not 
especially significant. It simply expresses the view of a 
holy man who regards those who do God’s will as 
especially close to him. If the belief is that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God and equal to the Father, then it is a 
statement that gives us a tremendous revelation of the 
attitude of God to us his creatures. If we endeavour to do 
his will, we become brothers and sisters of the Incarnate 
God. This is part and parcel of, and all of a piece with, the 
mounting revelation of God as a God of love. In the Old 
Testament prophets he speaks of himself as Israel’s 
Husband. The most wonderful thing in human experience 
is love — and it is this which is the distinguishing feature 
of God’s revelation of himself, but to an incalculable 
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degree. Here in our passage today, in the Person of his 
incarnate Son, God wishes us men and women to become 
his brothers and sisters, as it were! Let us ponder on the 
scene of our Gospel today, allowing our Lord’s words to 
light up our grand vocation. We are called to an eternity of 
intimate communion with the living, infinite God. 

We ought give glory daily to God for his goodness. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 
be, world without end. We give most glory to God when 
we accept with our whole heart his revelation of himself 
and act upon it. This means hearing his word of love, and 
entrusting ourselves to it entirely. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 3:31-35) 

The True Light As we think of the great course 
of human history, we think also of the ongoing course of 
human thought as expressed in literature, philosophy and 
religion. Great efforts have been put into understanding 
life and its meaning. Many of these efforts have had a 
greater or lesser success, some have been a dismal failure. 
Ultimately, though, we notice in human thought profound 
differences of opinion in the fundamental issues. The 
history of philosophy is a case in point. Consider, for 
instance, the difference between the philosophy of Aristotle 
and that of Nietzsche. Again, consider the differences in 
religion, such as that between Islam and Buddhism. What 
does all this profound diversity and disagreement point to? 
It surely points to man’s need of a divine Revelation, 
man’s need for light from God. This light has come and is 
present in the Person and teaching of Christ, who is the 
light of the world. Now the surprising thing is that, while 
great mysteries are included in this Revelation (as is to be 
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expected, since it is divine), astonishingly simple teaching 
is also included. Consider today’s Gospel reading, in 
which our Lord receives a message to the effect that his 
mother and his relatives were outside asking for him. He 
looked around at those sitting before him and said, “Here 
are my mother and my brothers. Anyone who does the will 
of God, that person is my brother and sister and mother” 
(Mark 3:31-35). We have, in those simple words coming 
from the Son of God himself, the key to ultimate success in 
life. If only we do the will of God, we will be close to God 
and God will look upon us as his own. 

In the company of Jesus and, as it were, as part of his 
circle gathered around him, let us endeavour to do the will 
of God in the ordinary things of daily life, no matter what 
might be the cost. 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:11-18; Psalm 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 
Mark 4:1-20 

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd 
that gathered round him was so large that he got into a 
boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were 
along the shore at the water’s edge. He taught them many 
things by parables, and in his teaching said: Listen! A 
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farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the 
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate 
it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have 
much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed 
fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, 
multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times. Then 
Jesus said, He who has ears to hear, let him hear. When 
he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked 
him about the parables. He told them, The secret of the 
kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the 
outside everything is said in parables so that, ‘they may be 
ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but 
never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be 
forgiven! ’ Then Jesus said to them, Don't you understand 
this parable? How then will you understand any parable? 
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The farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed 
along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they 
hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was 
sown in them. Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear 
the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they 
have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away. Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the 
word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 
wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke 
the word, making it unfruitful. Others, like seed sown on 
good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop — 
thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown. 
(Mark 4:1-20) 

The Word One of the most obvious things about 
living things is what we might call, by analogy, the drive to 
achieve. Of course, in the vast kingdom of non-human 
living things, there is no question of any planning to 
achieve, no thought of achieving things. A tiny seed drops 
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to the ground and begins to sprout. Circumstances are 
favourable and it grows. Its “achievement”, as we might 
call it, is the production of absolutely beautiful flowers. 
Another seed falls to the ground and it grows and over a 
long time becomes a mighty tree which lasts for centuries, 
contributing in countless ways to a beautiful environment. 
Its very constitution drives it, as we might say, to “achieve” 
certain things. Insects and animals have their inbuilt 
instincts which draw them inexorably to do certain things 
— to “achieve” what they finally do. As said, to speak of 
these things as “achieving” certain things is to speak by 
way of analogy with what the human being does by means 
of his intentional activity. The animal “achieves” what 
God its Creator intends it to do by means of its instinctive 
activity. As our Lord said on one occasion, my Father is 
(ever) working, and so (therefore) am I (John 5:17). The 
“work” and “achievements” of all things reflect in their 
various measures the constant work of God the Creator. 
Let this brief observation introduce the work and 
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achievements of man. By his work and his achievements, 
man reflects and is meant to reflect the action of the 
Creator. Man has an innate desire to do things with his 
life, to work at good things, and to achieve what is 
worthwhile. He is born into this world to get things done, 
and he will not be happy if he is doing very little, let alone 
doing practically nothing. The fundamental challenge 
before him is to know what to do and then to do it well. 
The fact is that he can intend and choose to do the wrong 
things. He can be very mistaken as to what are good things 
to do and what things will bring him happiness. His 
mistakes in this area can bring him profound unhappiness 
and unhappiness to others. This can even lead him to 
giving up on “achieving”, and settle for little or nothing. 
One of the pressing things in life is to know what is 
worthwhile, and then to endeavour to achieve it. 

For this we have light from on high. God has told us 
what we are to do in life, and the things we ought strive to 
achieve — which brings us to our Gospel passage for today 
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(Mark 4:1-20). Our Lord, explaining his parable, says that 
“the farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed 
along the path, where the word is sown” (Mark 4:14). 
While (in the parable) the seed which the farmer sows is 
the word of God, in a further sense it is the word precisely 
as received by some people — for our Lord says that 
“some people are like seed along the path”. So then, in the 
first class of persons that our Lord describes in his parable, 
“some people are like seed along the path”. They are the 
people who have received the word but the word cannot 
penetrate their hearts and minds. Satan carries it away 
easily, and so the power and potential of the word comes to 
nothing. That seed, because received by such persons, 
produces nothing. What this means is that the secret to a 
true and lasting achievement in life is truly receiving the 
word and will of God. As we think of the history of 
mankind, we think of numerous and varied achievements, 
but what is the yardstick as to their true success and value? 
It is the word and will of God, but as being truly received. 
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The seed which the divine sower sows is the true source of 
lasting achievements, those which God will regard as 
pleasing to him and of value. This seed is sown by the 
Creator in varied ways, most especially in his historical 
Revelation reaching its definitive culmination in Christ, the 
Word of God made flesh. This is the light and the 
wherewithal for doing worthwhile things in life, for 
choosing the right work and for doing it with the right 
spirit — in a word, for lasting achievements, achievements 
that have the approval of God himself. So then, what must 
we do? We must be like the seed that fell on to good soil 
— they are those who “hear the word, accept it, and 
produce a crop — thirty, sixty or even a hundred times 
what was sown”. We must, especially, hear the word of 
Christ which comes to us in the Scriptures and in the 
Church’s Tradition, especially her official Catechisms. But 
then we must accept it wholeheartedly because it is he who 
utters it. 



1687 


I would suggest that every morning on rising, a 
passage of Holy Scripture be read and made the subject of 
personal prayer — with the person of Jesus Christ before 
the mind and heart. The word of God must be received. I 
would suggest some daily spiritual reading over and above 
this daily prayer, especially of Holy Scripture, and 
specifically of the Gospels. The daily Rosary is an 
excellent means of contemplating prayerfully the person of 
Jesus Christ and his redemptive work for us. If it is 
possible, I would suggest daily Mass, for during Mass we 
hear the word of God from the unseen Christ himself, and 
have the opportunity to unite ourselves with him in his 
sacrifice of himself at Calvary. That is to say, we must 
hear the word of God, receive it wholeheartedly, and put it 
into practice. Thus do we “achieve”. 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:19-25; Psalm 24:1-6; 
Mark 4:21-25 

Jesus said to them, Do you bring in a lamp to put it 
under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don't you put it on its 
stand? For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, 
and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into 
the open. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear. 
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Consider carefully what you hear, he continued. With the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you — and even 
more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken from him. (Mark 
4:21-25) 

Responsibility Mary Helen MacKillop was bom in 
Fitzroy, Melbourne on 15 January 1842. When baptised 
six weeks later she received the names Maria Ellen. Her 
father, Alexander, had been educated in Rome for the 
priesthood but left just before his ordination - so he was a 
well-educated layman. He decided to migrate to Australia 
and arrived in Sydney in 1838. Mary’s mother, Flora 
MacDonald, left Scotland and arrived in Melbourne in 
1840. They were married in Melbourne on 14 July 1840 
and eventually had seven children: Mary 1842-1909, 
Margaret 1843-1872, John 1845-1867, Annie 1848-1929, 
Lexie 1850-1882, Donald 1853-1925, Alick who died only 
11 months old and Peter 1857-1878. Donald would later 
become a Jesuit Priest and work among the Aborigines in 
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the Northern Territory and Lexie became a Nun. Mary, the 
eldest of their children, was educated at private schools and 
by her father. She had her First Communion on 15 August 
1850 at the unusual early age of 9. In February 1851 
Alexander MacKillop left his family behind, after having 
mortgaged his property and their livelihood, and made a 
trip to Scotland. Throughout his life he was a loving father 
and husband but never able to make a success of his work 
or jobs. As a result, during most of the time the family had 
to survive on the small wages the children were able to 
bring home. Now, what we notice in Mary, the eldest 
child, is an early sense of responsibility for the family - 
showing a high moral sense. From the age of sixteen, she 
earned her living and greatly supported them, as a 
governess, as a clerk for Sands and Kenny, and as a teacher 
at the Portland school. While acting as a governess to her 
uncle's children at Penola, Mary met Father Julian Tenison 
Woods who needed help in the education of children in the 
outback. At the time Mary’s family depended on her 
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income so she was not free to follow her dream of devoting 
herself to God and his work. However, in 1866, greatly 
inspired and encouraged by Father Woods, Mary opened 
the first Saint Joseph's School in a disused stable in Penola. 
That is a further story. All I wish to observe here is the 
early sense of responsibility of Mary MacKillop for her 
family. It led her to delay what she wanted to do, which 
was to join Father Woods for the foundation of a new 
Order of Religious Sisters. 

A sense of responsibility! So very much depends on 
it. The world teems with living things endowed with 
beauty and capacity. The mighty eagle, circling the skies, 
hunts its prey and feeds its offspring. Such living things do 
striking things, but they are utterly incapable of exercising 
any sense of responsibility. They do not know that things 
are entrusted to them (such as their offspring). Indeed, it is 
not even a proper way of speaking to say that things are 
“entrusted” to them. The eagle does not know or 
appreciate that its chicks are “entrusted” to it. It has no 
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notion of the independent existence of anything, nor does it 
know that something has “value”. It simply acts on 
instinct. It has to act as it does — it acts in accord with the 
marvellous instinct embedded in it by the Creator. It 
would be absurd to speak of the eagle as having a sense of 
responsibility. If it does harm, such as preying on a 
householder’s chickens and thus depriving him of his 
livelihood, it is not brought to account. It will simply be 
eliminated as a pest — unless by law it is protected as an 
endangered species. By contrast, one of the things that 
distinguishes man most clearly from other things in the 
universe is precisely his sense of responsibility, and one of 
the features of a person who shows early signs of greatness 
is an early sense of responsibility — as had the young 
Mary MacKillop towards her struggling family. But what 
was also growing in her was her profound sense of 
responsibility to God. That is to say, she felt called by God 
to belong to him and to serve him by caring for the poor. 
The poor, and specifically, poor children, she saw as a 
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responsibility coming from God. She had, due to the 
guidance given her by the remarkable Father Woods, a 
sense of responsibility for her own sanctification and for 
the spiritual and material welfare of poor children within 
her reach. It led, initially under the direction of Father 
Woods whose vision and spiritual guidance she espoused, 
to the establishment of a religious order of women who 
would in turn share her vision and adopt the same 
responsibility. The point here is the sense of responsibility 
for what God entrusts us with. In the first instance he 
entrusts us with the responsibility for our own moral and 
spiritual growth, and intimately connected with this, a 
responsibility for others. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Mark 4:21- 
25). God has entrusted us with a responsibility, the 
responsibility to guard and to put to work the light and life 
he has brought to us in Jesus Christ. In him dwells the 
fullness of the godhead bodily. In him is to be found every 
heavenly blessing — as St Paul writes in his Letters. Our 
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Lord tells us “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl 
or a bed? Instead, don't you put it on its stand?” That is to 
say, the lamp we have been given must be used. Our Lord 
gives a warning: “Consider carefully what you hear. With 
the measure you use, it will be measured to you — and 
even more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever 
does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.” 
Let us appreciate the responsibility for the Blessing that is 
granted us in Christ — it is our light and our life, and how 
tragic it is if we neglect it. 


Second reflection: (Mark 4:21-25) 

The Lamp That is Christ We read in the Second 
Book of Samuel how David responds in praise and 
thanksgiving to the astounding revelation of God’s promise 
to him and to his House and line (2 Samuel 7). God had 
promised him that his throne and his House would last 
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forever. It was a prospect far beyond David’s wildest 
dreams, and all he can do is humbly ask that God will keep 
to his promise. Little did David know the true extent and 
greatness of what God intended for his throne and his 
House. From him and from his House would come the 
Saviour of the world, the Incarnate God. From his House 
would come the Catholic and Universal Church, and 
through it the universal and eternal Kingdom of God. Just 
as David marvelled at what God planned to do for him, we 
ought learn to appreciate what God has done for us. Let us 
ask for the grace to submit to God’s plan and let us pray 
that it be fulfilled in us. In Christ, God has taken us out of 
the realm of darkness and placed us in his Kingdom of 
light. Our Lord said of John the Baptist that no one born of 
woman was greater than he, but the least in the Kingdom of 
Heaven is greater than he — Our Lord is making the point 
about the greatness of the Kingdom, and we are privileged 
to be children of this Kingdom. We, each of us who are 
baptized and are members of the Catholic Church which 
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Christ founded, could easily have passed our entire lives 
not sharing in this inestimable blessing. So many millions 
have not this blessing; they do not and, sadly, may not have 
it. 


The blessing is to be in Christ and to have Christ in 
us, our hope of glory. He is the lamp of our life, to use our 
Lord’s words in today’s Gospel: “Would you bring in a 
lamp to put it under a tub or under a bed” (Mark 4:21). We 
share in the life of grace, which is the life of God while 
here on earth, preparing us to be bathed in it for eternity. 
As our Lord told his disciples, “Many kings and prophets 
longed to see what you see and never saw it!” Let us bring 
this lamp to as many as we can, for as our Lord goes on to 
say, “the amount you measure out is the amount you will 
be given — and more besides”. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:32-39; Psalm 36; 

Mark 4:26-30. 

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is 
like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, 
whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 
though he does not know how. All by itself the soil 
produces grain —first the stalk, then the head, then the full 
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kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come. ” Again he said, 
“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what 
parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard 
seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. 
Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the 
air can perch in its shade. With many similar parables 
Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 
understand. He did not say anything to them without using 
a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, 
he explained everything’’ (Mark 4:26-34). 

Grace One of the striking things about our Lord’s 
public career was, in terms of appearances at the time, its 
lack of success. To begin with, our Lord’s life and 
appearance on the public scene was short — somewhere 
between two and three years. Mahomet (571-632) began 
his career as a professed and acknowledged prophet at a 
mature age and lived to his seventy-first year. So, he had 
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time to get things done. He died in his bed in peace, 
surrounded by his wives and having achieved, by normal 
measures of success, a great deal. His status as prophet 
was accepted, he had won the allegiance of very many of 
his region in Arabia, and with his military forces had 
conquered the rest. His work lived on in abundance and he 
can be counted as one of the most influential men in 
history. In respect to his chosen mission (which the 
Muslim regards as divine in origin), he was a very 
successful man. Jesus Christ was unassailably holy, his 
doctrine lofty, his miraculous deeds stunning, but he made 
no headway among those who counted most — those with 
clout. He did not win over the nation (as Mahomet had 
done), and was absolutely rejected by the nation’s highest 
echelon, the Temple aristocracy. The people were divided 
about him, many of his disciples deserted him when he 
announced the Eucharist, and one of his closest 
companions not only deserted him but betrayed him. At 
the critical point of his arrest, his best friends ran off. He 
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ended up crucified between two criminals. By normal 
standards, this does not look very good. What would have 
happened to the new religion of Islam had Mahomet been 
crucified some thirty five months after starting out? What 
would it have meant for Buddha, or Confucius? The Cross 
looms high over the life, the Person and the teaching of 
Christ. The day of gloom ended, and the gloom deepened 
the next day, but on the third day — as he had predicted — 
glory shone forth. Life sprouts forth from blood and tears, 
as new shoots from seed in the ground. Christ the 
Shepherd had triumphed over death, and the scattered 
sheep then became a growing force. Conversion followed 
conversion amid persecution after persecution. Within less 
than three centuries, without fists or swords being raised 
against persecuting Rome, the Empire was declared 
Christian. There were no Christian terrorists, no political 
cells — only the quiet proclamation by ordinary folk of the 
Person and teaching of Jesus Christ. 
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Plainly there was a divine power at work driving the 
Christian growth. Christ’s own life and death, the 
beginnings and vicissitudes of the infant Church, and the 
persecutions and emergence of the early Church are all 
iconic of the pattern of growth by means of the Cross. In 
our Gospel today (Mark 4:26-34), our Lord refers to the 
power of grace at work in the life of his Church. “This is 
what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on 
the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, 
the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
All by itself the soil produces grain — first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the 
grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has 
come.” I referred to the growth amid tremendous difficulty 
during the first nearly three centuries. During the fifth 
century the Western section of the Roman Empire fell and 
the so-called Dark Ages began. They were dark centuries 
of waves of invasion, collapse and difficulty but amid all 
this, once again the Light of Christ was advancing. Within 
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half a millennium of the fall of Rome, Christian Europe 
was on the way towards its zenith which may be taken as, 
perhaps, the thirteenth century. The point here, though, is 
that a divine power is at work where Christians are intent 
on being truly faithful to Christ and his body the Church. 
At whatever point of history we care to begin, there is light 
and there is darkness, difficulty and the beginnings of 
triumph — if there are faithful friends of Jesus Christ. Let 
us take our own times, with its profound secularism and 
religious scepticism. It has been centuries in the making, 
with a growing philosophical rejection of religious faith. 
But there are tremendous Christians both high and low, 
known and unknown, seen and unseen. In them divine 
grace works and acts on the world. Our Lord tells us in the 
Gospel that the Kingdom of God “is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. Yet 
when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the 
air can perch in its shade.” Human history is the arena of 
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the struggle between the Kingdom of God and other 
kingdoms which stand in opposition to it. It has been 
revealed to us that the Kingdom of God, of which Jesus 
Christ is the King, and of which the Church is the bearer, 
will assuredly win out. 

The pattern that has been revealed to us of divine 
grace at work in human history is the pattern in the life of 
each Christian. There is a daily struggle between light and 
darkness, good and evil, the Kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of Satan and sin. Let each person take his stand 
with Christ, then, and join with him in the combat. His is 
the strength and his will be the victory. Come it will, and 
the end is certain. How sad it will be if, through lack of 
decision or bad and sinful decisions, we are found among 
the scattered. Let us gather with him who is Lord, and thus 
be ready for him at his coming. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 4:26-30) 

Faith Our Lord constantly stressed faith and he 
looked out for it. There are various phenomena that can 
tempt one to abandon one’s faith. One is what might 
appear to be divine inactivity. One hopes in God and 
hopes that he will act, and yet all the while God may 
appear to be silent and doing nothing about the problem or 
the evil one is enduring. St John the Baptist pointed Our 
Lord out to his disciples as the Lamb of God who would 
take away the sin of the world. Yet we read in the Gospel 
how, some little while after our Lord began his public 
ministry, John sent his disciples to ask him if he really was 
the One who was to come. Clearly, John saw little that 
pointed to this. The phenomenon before him did not 
represent the divine activity that he expected. Our Lord in 
reply pointed to what he was doing, and sent the message 
that the one who did not stumble at what they saw in him 
would be blessed. Our Lord in our Gospel passage today 
(Mark 4:26-30) uses parables to show that, just as in nature 
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growth is real, constant, and yet imperceptible, so too the 
same pattern is present with the Kingdom of God. The 
phenomenon may seem to be one of inactivity but this is 
not so. The seed is constantly sprouting and growing — 
how, the observer may not know. So too the mustard seed, 
the smallest of the seeds, grows to become the biggest 
shrub of them all. God’s reign (in the Person of Jesus) is 
like that. Our Lord is speaking of the action of God in 
human hearts and in the course of the world drawing man 
and creation to him. Christ’s message and his gift is that of 
grace and its work. Our hope lies in the hidden action of 
God’s grace, whatever be the appearances. Whatever be 
the apparent lack of fruit in our efforts to serve God, if we 
truly serve him in union with our Lord, those efforts will 
bear fruit. If our efforts do not have the apparent results 
we would like, let us leave the appearances to God. Our 
hope lies in the power and presence of God’s grace. 

Let us resolve to believe in God’s reality — that he is 
present and that he is God. That is to say, let us resolve to 
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be persons of unfailing faith in the almighty power and 
loving mercy of God. He is always present and active in 
our humble efforts for him, whatever be the phenomena, 
whatever be the appearances. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 11:1-2.8-19; Psalm: Luke 1; 
Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, Jesus said to his 
disciples, Let us go over to the other side. Leaving the 
crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the 
boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious 
squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that 
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it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on 
a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
Teacher, don't you care if we drown? He got up, rebuked 
the wind and said to the waves, Quiet! Be still! Then the 
wind died down and it was completely calm. He said to his 
disciples, Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no 
faith? They were terrified and asked each other, Who is 
this? Even the wind and the waves obey him! (Mark 4:35- 
41) 


Wisdom So, with the storm raging and his 

disciples — experienced fishermen — terrified, Christ was 
in a deep slumber. When did the situation begin to look 
serious for the boatmen? An hour before? Half an hour? 
However long it was, the disciples were filled with anxiety 
and it appears that it reached the point where some of them 
thought they were going down — that they were doomed. 
Presumably over the centuries numerous people had been 
drowned in the Sea of Galilee. The disciples would have 
known this, and they thought they were to be added to the 
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grim statistic. Why did our Lord permit this hour of terror? 
Was it not unkind, thoughtless, unwise? Of course, he 
showed his power and goodness in the event by effortlessly 
bringing calm to the Lake and calm to the hearts of his 
disciples. But why did he leave it to the last moment? It is 
this sort of thing which stokes the clamour against the 
goodness, the wisdom, the power, and indeed the very 
existence of God. If there were a God, the world would be 
much better arranged. It would be different from what it is, 
because the whole notion of a God is of One who is kind, 
merciful, compassionate, all-powerful. It is of One who 
would not allow the trouble and bother that constitutes the 
overwhelming portion of life, at least of the lives of a great 
number of sufferers. If he is around at all, he would fix 
things and make them as they should be — and manifestly 
things never have been as they should be. The picture of 
Christ in profound slumber while a storm is sending his 
closest friends out of their wits encapsulates the point. 
Quite apart from their anxious moments in the boat, there 
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were countless things going on in the world of our Lord’s 
time that any moral person would think should be 
absolutely rectified. The Gospels alone allude to some of 
them. They refer to people born blind. Our Lord met (and 
cured) a person who had had a paralysis for thirty-eight 
years — more than the whole of our Lord’s life. Why was 
this allowed? Our Lord referred to several persons killed 
by a falling tower, and to many who were slaughtered by 
Pilate while in a place of worship. Our Lord did not 
prevent the execution of John the Baptist. Nor did he 
prevent the death of Lazarus his friend, and the anguish 
this caused some. 

As a matter of fact, our Lord in his miracles hardly 
altered the course of this seemingly faulty world at all, if 
we look at it in cosmic terms. He himself was overtaken 
by it because he ended his short public career nailed to a 
cross. Notably, though, his own end was what he 
positively willed as the divinely-decreed means of atoning 
for the sin of the world. Let that be one key to the problem 
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of a difficult world which its Creator does not fix up. 
Manifestly, it was not the plan of God to send his Son to 
straighten out the world to the satisfaction of suffering 
man, and to a point which would appease all future 
philosophers. Nor was his primary purpose to ensure that 
never again would there be a shortage of bread. All this is 
to say that the very deeds of Jesus Christ suggest that the 
divine wisdom is very different from the wisdom of man. 
What man strongly judges as being best is shown, by the 
Person and actions of Jesus Christ, to be far from what God 
judges as being best. Our incident of the boat at sea 
illustrates this. Christ did not choose to stay awake and put 
an end to the natural disturbance as soon as it began. JJe 
fell asleep, doubtless through an overwhelming human 
exhaustion far exceeding the fatigue of his disciples. In the 
midst of this great human difficulty, the incarnate God, the 
Word made flesh, was asleep. He was humanly inactive. 
Humanly, he did not see what was going on. Humanly, he 
did not do a thing to stop the trouble. In the wisdom of 
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God, this was the course he chose. In the event, when he 
stood up to change the entire scene, the reason for his 
inactivity became manifest. The disciples were taught in a 
new way the importance of faith in the One before them, 
whatever be the difficulties of living in a fallen world — a 
world affected by man’s sin. Before too long, Jesus would 
instruct his disciples about something that “had” to happen. 
The Son of Man had to suffer, be rejected and put to death, 
and on the third day to rise. Only then would he enter his 
glory. This was inexplicable to his disciples, and Simon 
Peter took him to task for it. But Christ thereupon 
addressed him as “Satan,” for he was thinking as man 
thinks, and not as God. The Gospels, the New Testament, 
and the entire Scriptures reveal the wisdom of God — 
which is our salvation. 

The aim of life is to think as God thinks and to do 
what God wants. That is to say, we must govern our lives 
not simply by human wisdom — though this will have a 
place — but by divine wisdom. This is revealed in the 
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Person of Jesus Christ and we live according to it by 
entering into union with Jesus Christ and by receiving his 
divine Spirit. Practically speaking, this means accepting 
the revelation of Jesus Christ as it comes to us in the 
teaching of the Church his body, and living according to it 
for love of him. By this means we live in an intimate 
friendship with Christ, sharing his divine life, and shaping 
the course of our life accordingly. Thus will the wisdom of 
God save us from all that will truly harm us, and take us to 
our heavenly home. 


Second reflection: 

Sin and Pardon We remember how when Samuel 
confronted Saul for disobeying the directive of God, Saul 
initially denied he had disobeyed God. JJe evaded the 
acknowledgment of his sin, and one gets the impression 
that Saul was very slow to repent, if he ever truly repented 
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at all. But in David’s case, we see an immediate and full 
repentance on being accused of sin by Nathan the prophet: 
“David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the Lord.”’ 
That it was a genuine and heartfelt repentance, even if 
immediate, is indicated by Nathan’s answer, speaking on 
behalf of God: “The Lord, for his part, forgives your sin; 
you are not to die. Yet... the child that is bom to you is to 
die” (2 Samuel 12). It is this immediate readiness humbly 
to acknowledge his sin and to repent, that deserves our 
attention and emulation. It is one of David’s distinguishing 
characteristics, and it is one of the distinguishing 
deficiencies of the modern secular age. It has often been 
pointed out, and Pius XII stated it clearly, that the sin of 
our age is the lack of a sense of sin. Characteristically, we 
moderns are quick to find ethical fault in other individuals 
and in institutions, but we find it hard to acknowledge sin 
in our own life. While we may regret past misdeeds, we do 
not easily acknowledge personal “sin.” Without that 
acknowledgment, we shall not repent of sin. 
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The words of Nathan reveal God’s hatred of sin, but 
they also reveal God’s readiness to forgive if we repent. 
Let us resolve then to cultivate the virtue of repentance by 
a regular and humble recognition of our sins, 
acknowledging them sincerely in the presence of God, and 
seeking his pardon in prayerful acts of Contrition and in 
sacramental Confession. 
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Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 95:1-2,6-9; 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35; Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath 
came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 
The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught 
them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 
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law. Just then a man in their synagogue who was 
possessed by an evil spirit cried out, “What do you want 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? 
I know who you are — the Holy One of God! ” “Be quiet! ” 
said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him! ” The evil spirit 
shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 
“What is this? A new teaching — and with authority! He 
even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him. ” News 
about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
(Mark 1:21-28) 

Heaven It is often observed that when we look 
ahead, time seems to move slowly. The end point is 
distant. But when we look back, time seems to have 
passed quickly. The beginning point seems not far back. 
Each day can seem to be similar, for often when we look 
back on the day, it seems to have passed quickly. It can be 
the same with the past week, the past month, the past year. 
When we come to the end of our lives, the whole of our life 
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will seem to have passed quickly and we shall wonder what 
we have done with it. An account will have to be rendered. 
Life is short, and we had better understand this because 
eternity is very long. During life we often think of the 
future so as to prepare for it. Parents choose a school for 
their children in view of their future. Students study with a 
view to their future exams and their future careers. A 
young couple prepares for their future marriage and their 
future family. A man embarks on a career path in view of 
a future he hopes will be his. People save and contribute to 
superannuation in view of their future retirement. And yet 
a great many people do not think of their future just a little 
beyond this, which is to say beyond death. That future 
stage is the real future which will never end. Everything 
depends on what our future will be then. Then our present 
state will seem a brief flash of time, and yet we will then 
recognise clearly how all-important it was. Everything, our 
entire eternity, depends on how we live this moment of 
time which we call our life. What is it that awaits the 
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person after death? What awaits him will pivot on whether 
he has been faithful to the dictates of his conscience and 
the commandments of God as Christ and the Church teach 
them. Immediately after death there is the judgment of 
God, following which the soul is either saved forever or 
lost forever. If a person is saved, there would normally be 
a purification in Purgatory from all the effects of sin before 
being admitted in an entirely holy state into the presence of 
God forever. On admission into the definitive presence of 
God the bliss of heaven begins, the bliss of being face to 
face with the God who is infinite love, goodness and 
beauty. It will mean being engulfed in total happiness 
forever. The one alternative to this is a horrifying thought. 

Our life will have been a success if it results in 
gaining heaven. It will have been a catastrophic failure if it 
results in the loss of heaven. In respect to heaven, our 
place therein will depend on the degree to which we have 
loved and obeyed God here on earth, and the degree to 
which we have led others to God and to heaven. In view of 
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this, we have an awesome responsibility to save our own 
souls and the souls of others. In heaven our souls will be 
with God and with the saints and angels, till the end of time 
when we receive our glorified bodies back again. During 
that period between our death and the end of time those in 
heaven enjoy the sight and company of God and of all in 
heaven, and with the angels and saints they pray fervently 
to God for those still on earth. Then, at the end of time, 
Christ will come again to judge the living and the dead, and 
of his kingdom there will then be no end. Heaven and Hell 
will be made the final abode for those who deserve the one 
or the other. Then there will be a new heaven and a new 
earth, yes, a new earth, transformed and glorified as our 
final home just as our bodies will have been transformed 
and glorified in some mysterious and wonderful sense. All 
will be utter happiness and love. We will live forever in a 
new heaven and a new earth in which every tear will have 
been wiped away. We find it almost impossible to imagine 
a place and a state of utter happiness because it is 
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completely beyond our experience. This is because here on 
earth our times and moments of happiness are limited and 
mixed with unhappiness. But there in heaven every trace 
of sorrow will be gone, transformed and purified of all that 
is not the joy and goodness of God. It will last forever and 
forever, such that however far in the future we will be with 
God in this heavenly joy, there will still be an eternity of it 
ahead. Let us think of our final home a lot. How can we 
get there? In our Gospel we read of Christ in conflict with 
Satan (Mark 1:21-28). We gain heaven as a result of right 
choices. We must make a choice between Christ and 
Satan, between the love of God and love of self and sin. 
We gain heaven by choosing to follow our Lord very 
closely, by trying to put on the mind and heart of Christ. 
Now not I, St Paul writes, but Christ lives in me. 

Christ is in you, St Paul writes, your hope of glory. 
So then, let us so live that Christ lives in us now, in order 
to live in us forever where there will be the new heaven 
and the new earth, world without end. I once watched a 
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television interview with Father Patrick Peyton in his old 
age. He had led the great family prayer and Rosary 
crusades of the middle of the twentieth century and had 
produced numerous popular biblical film shows with the 
aid of accomplished Hollywood actors. He said in the 
interview that he looked forward to death because it would 
involve meeting God. Heaven is our hope. Christ is in the 
faithful Christian, and is his hope of glory. 
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Monday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105): 47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 11:32-40; Psalm 30; 

Mark 5:1-20 

They went across the lake to the region of the 
Gerasenes. When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an 
evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. This man 
lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, 
not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand 
and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons 
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on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 
Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would 
cry out and cut himself with stones. When he saw Jesus 
from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of 
him. He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you 
want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to 
God that you won’t torture me! ” For Jesus had said to 
him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit!” Then Jesus 
asked him, “What is your name?” “My name is Legion, ” 
he replied, “for we are many. ” And he begged Jesus again 
and again not to send them out of the area. A large herd of 
pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons 
begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into 
them. ” He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came 
out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand 
in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 
were drowned. Those tending the pigs ran off and reported 
this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to 
see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they 
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saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of 
demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and 
they were afraid. Those who had seen it told the people 
what had happened to the demon-possessed man — and 
told about the pigs as well. Then the people began to plead 
with Jesus to leave their region. As Jesus was getting into 
the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged 
to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home 
to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done 
for you, and how he has had mercy on you. ” So the man 
went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much 
Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 
(Mark 5:1-20) 

The Lord The region of the Gerasenes was 
probably in the Decapolis area. The Decapolis ("Ten 
Cities": Greek: deka, ten; polls , city) was a series of ten 
cities, nine being on the eastern side of the Jordan river 
(east and south of the Sea of Galilee), and one (Scythopolis 
— Beth Shean), lying slightly west of the Jordan river and 
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south-east of Nazareth. The “Ten Cities” were Greek in 
their founding and were centres of Greek and Roman 
culture in a region that was otherwise Semitic. As a matter 
of fact, the “Ten Cities” may have included as many as 
eighteen or nineteen Greco-Roman towns. Broadly, they 
were located in modern-day Jordan, and each city had a 
certain degree of autonomy and self-rule. While they were 
cities in which the culture of the Greek colonists and the 
indigenous Semitic culture interacted and contended, they 
did serve to diffuse Greek culture. Some local deities 
began to be called by the name Zeus, and in some cities 
Greeks began worshipping these local "Zeus" deities 
alongside their own Olympios. There is evidence that the 
colonists adopted the worship of other Semitic gods, 
including Phoenician deities and the chief Nabatean god, 
Dushara. The worship of these Semitic gods is attested to 
in coins and inscriptions from the cities. I myself have 
visited the Decapolis region and viewed some of the 
extensive and impressive archaeological ruins. The Roman 
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general Pompey conquered the area in 63 BC, and was 
welcomed by the Ten Cities. Thereafter the Roman 
government encouraged the flourishing of these cities as 
locales of Roman culture, and a network of impressive 
Roman roads was gradually established. While our Lord 
stated to the Syro-Phoenician woman that he had been sent 
to the lost sheep of the House of Israel, he did have a 
passing involvement in heavily Gentile neighbouring areas. 
One of these, as our Gospel today shows, was the 
Decapolis region on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee. 
Of course, being a Galilean our Lord had already had 
many contacts with partly and fully Gentile influences and 
persons. His own village of Nazareth was within walking 
distance of the city of Zephoris which was a booming and 
cosmopolitan centre. It may be presumed that he and his 
holy foster-father Joseph often worked there at their trade. 
The Roman and Greek presence was obvious to a Galilean 
- and would have contributed to our Lord being fluent in 


common Greek and Latin. 
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Our Lord, humanly speaking, was very familiar 
indeed with the Gentile world — Greek, Roman, 
Phoenician, Syrian, Decapolis — and our passage today 
describes one of his visits to the eastern side of the Sea of 
Galilee, within entry of the Decapolis. It was an area in 
which, being largely pagan, there was nothing formidable 
to stop the demons from having a field-day. We are given 
one instance of their activity in the person of our 
unfortunate demoniac. He was driven out of his wits by 
“Legion,” the name which the demonic element in him 
admitted answering to. There were many of them, and they 
controlled him with a vengeance. We read that “When 
Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came 
from the tombs to meet him. This man lived in the tombs, 
and no one could bind him any more, not even with a 
chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he 
tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No 
one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day 
among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut 
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himself with stones.” We are not told that the man’s 
subjection to the demons was his own fault. I doubt that it 
was, because once he was delivered of them he was 
entirely submissive to our Lord. It may suggest that this 
was more or less his disposition when he was his own true 
self. Be that as it may, we are certainly shown by this 
scene how great was the need of the world for a Redeemer, 
and we are shown how great a Redeemer it was who 
arrived. The demons, triumphant in their lonely arena, 
immediately were helpless before the One who had 
unexpectedly appeared. We read that “When he saw Jesus 
from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of 
him. He shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What do you 
want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to 
God that you won’t torture me!’ For Jesus had said to him, 
‘Come out of this man, you evil spirit!”’ (Mark 5:1-20). 
The demons knew their Man, and they understood instantly 
that their game was up. All they could do was to plead for 
special treatment. What we see encapsulated here is that 
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Jesus Christ is Master and Lord not only of God’s own 
people — though not accepted as such — but was Master 
and Lord of the entire Gentile world. Christ effortlessly 
sent the demons packing and won an ardent follower. 

While our Lord is Lord of lords, his lordship is to be 
freely accepted. He did not advance on Gerasa and into the 
Decapolis as did the likes of Pompey. He departed at the 
request of the inhabitants, but sent on ahead of him our 
liberated demoniac who traversed his home region telling 
“how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people 
were amazed.” He was one of the earliest Decapolis 
followers of Jesus Christ (despite his limited knowledge) 
and one of the first to prepare the Decapolis for the 
Christian religion. Later, some cities proved receptive. 
Pella was a base for some of the earliest church leaders 
(Eusebius reports that the apostles fled there to escape the 
Jewish Revolt). Our incident today manifests Christ’s 
lordship, and our mission to love and serve him by 
bringing his Person and teaching to the world around us. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 5:1-20) 

Christ and Satan Today we have a long and 
beautiful Gospel passage to contemplate, a passage 
describing Our Lord’s visit to the country of the Gerasenes. 
One gets the impression of a region in which Satan had 
been fairly undisturbed till this point, for at Christ’s 
encounter with the possessed man the unclean spirits beg 
him “not to send them out of the district.” The implication 
is that they have made their home there. Our text presents 
us with a man possessed by many devils — ‘My name is 
Legion, for there are many of us,’ answered the unclean 
spirit who was “Legion’s” spokesman. This possession 
placed the man beyond all human restraint or help. Night 
and day among the tombs and the mountains he was beside 
himself in constant suffering, howling and gashing himself 
with stones (Mark 5:1-20). The prospects changed with the 
arrival of Jesus, and the unclean sprits knew it. The spirits 
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immediately acknowledged the power and the holiness of 
Jesus, and appealed to Jesus to let them be. What does all 
this reveal? It surely reveals what was happening on a 
broader and even cosmic scale. The world, broken and 
held in thrall by Satan and his devils was witnessing the 
arrival and the redeeming activity of the all-powerful and 
all-holy One. The Messiah had arrived on the scene and 
Satan knew his stay and hold on the world was ultimately 
coming to an end. So, on the one hand we have the 
beautiful figure of Jesus who displays his powerful love for 
the possessed man. On the other hand we have Satan and 
his “unclean” evil spirits. Christ frees the man from the 
power of the demons who possess him. We notice too how 
even our Lord’s treatment of the devils is somewhat gentle, 
acceding to their desperate request that they be allowed to 
go into the herd of pigs and make their home there. Their 
stay in the pigs did not last long, for the pigs were driven to 
their death as a result. Then when our Lord is asked to 
leave by the local inhabitants, he allows that request too. 
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Our Lord in all his power is, we might say, the divine and 
very human gentleman. 

Let us contemplate the humility, the love and the 
meekness of Jesus who is at the same time all-powerful. 
Let us make our choice for Jesus, rejecting all that pertains 
to Satan. Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical was on the 
revelation that God is Love. It is a truth written all across 
the pages of the Gospel and shining forth in the face of 
Jesus. Let us learn from Jesus, and let his Spirit inform all 
we do in the life of the Church and in the life of society. 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (1057:47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 12:1-4; Psalm 21; 

Mark 5:21-43 

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the 
other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him 
while he was by the lake. Then one of the synagogue 
rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at 
his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, “My little 
daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her 
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so that she will be healed and live. ” So Jesus went with 
him. A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 
And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding 
for twelve years. She had suffered a great deal under the 
care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead 
of getting better she grew worse. When she heard about 
Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched 
his cloak, because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, 
I will be healed. ” Immediately her bleeding stopped and 
she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 
At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. 
He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched 
my clothes?” “You see the people crowding against you, ” 
his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who 
touched me?’” But Jesus kept looking around to see who 
had done it. Then the woman, knowing what had happened 
to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, 
told him the whole truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your 
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suffering. ” While Jesus was still speaking, some men came 
from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. “Your 
daughter is dead, ” they said. “Why bother the teacher any 
more?” Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue 
ruler, “Don’t be afraid; just believe. ” He did not let 
anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the 
brother of James. When they came to the home of the 
synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people 
crying and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, 
“Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not 
dead but asleep. ” But they laughed at him. After he put 
them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the 
disciples who were with him, and went in where the child 
was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 
koum!” (which means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 
Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was 
twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 
He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, 
and told them to give her something to eat. (Mark 5:21-43) 
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Christ’s Wisdom One of the many distinguishing 
things about Jesus Christ was his wisdom and knowledge, 
leading to his sureness of choice and action. This became 
apparent in his very boyhood. We read in the Gospel of St 
Luke (2:41-42) that “when he was twelve years old,” he 
and his parents went up to Jerusalem for the feast of the 
Passover. He stayed behind in Jerusalem after the Feast, 
his parents not realizing it. Incidentally, there is no 
suggestion that the Boy tricked or eluded his parents after 
the Feast. Perhaps it occurred this way. He and his parents 
were among their fellow-travellers — it may have been the 
group’s final visit to the Temple itself. The Boy, among 
them, was perhaps absorbed in prayer or even listening or 
speaking to one of the doctors, and his company left the 
extensive precincts — assuming that he was among them. 
He was left behind, and so he just stayed there in the 
Temple itself. Perhaps he realized that, since that is where 
they left him, that is where they would most easily find him 
again. We read in the same Gospel of Luke that years 
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before, Anna the prophetess “did not depart from the 
Temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day” 
(Luke 2:37). Perhaps our Lord simply stayed in the 
Temple over the three days. That his absence from the 
group was not noticed suggests how completely our Lord 
fitted in among his fellow villagers and relatives. They all 
assumed he was with someone else. There are other 
indications in the Gospels of how fully our Lord was part 
of his family and village scene. In any case, after three 
days of intense worry, Mary and Joseph found him in the 
Temple among the doctors. What was the striking thing 
about this incident? It was our Lord’s union with his 
heavenly Father and the manifestation of his wisdom. It 
was his wisdom that struck the learned circle around him. 
He was “sitting among the doctors, listening to them and 
asking them questions” (Luke 2:46). After three days in 
the Temple, the Boy Jesus may by then have attracted the 
attention of a good number of the teachers of the Law. 
There he was, a child-prodigy the like of which they had 
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never known, commanding their fascinated attention with 
his penetrating questions and his remarkable observations. 
St Luke informs us that “all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers” (2:47). Back in 
Nazareth, he “increased in wisdom (®=N.\V)” (Luke 
2:52). 

There is no doubt about it, wisdom and understanding 
was one of the superlative marks of Jesus Christ. Christ 
went through unparalleled suffering as a constitutive 
component of his mission. By his obedient suffering he 
atoned for the sin of the world — but mistakes and lack of 
clarity and wisdom as to his course were never part of this 
suffering. While humanly he “increased in wisdom,” 
(Luke tells us), he never did anything unwise or lacking in 
wisdom. It is obvious from ordinary experience that 
people vary in wisdom, and one person is wiser than 
another. Christ outstripped all in his wisdom. He was 
literally the wisest and most clear-sighted of human beings. 
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In all his confrontations with his opponents, they could 
never get the better of him for his wisdom. We read that he 
silenced the Sadducees, and that at length his enemies did 
not venture to ask him any more questions — questions, 
that is, that were designed to put him to the test and to trap 
him. That did not lessen their intention to do away with 
him — it just meant that they would not face him further in 
religious debate. From the first in his public ministry, he 
manifested an absolute sureness in what he knew to be his 
course. His Passion and Death were central to his mission 
— this he knew. He knew that his mission was universal. 
All this brings us to our Gospel today, in which once again 
our Lord shows a sovereign assurance as to what to do and 
as to what would be the outcome of his actions. Jairus, the 
Synagogue official, came to him for the healing of his 
dying daughter. Christ knew what he would do — he went 
with him. When the moment came in the room where the 
deceased girl lay, Christ knew the outcome of what he 
would do. There was no hesitation, no mistakes. He raised 
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the girl to life at a word. This knowledge and wisdom did 
not preclude a growth in knowledge as man. He had a 
human mind, heart, and soul — while divine in Person. He 
was God made man. On the way to the house he had 
turned in the midst of the crowd to ask who had touched 
him — even though he had just healed the woman who had 
touched his garment. He looked around to learn who had 
been healed by him. He overflowed with wisdom, but was 
man nevertheless. The point being stressed here, though, is 
his bountiful wisdom. 

Christ showed that he is the Wisdom of God 
incarnate. St Paul tells us that Christ is “the power of God 
and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:24). St Paul 
writes that in him “are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). The writings of Justin, 
Cyprian, Origen, the arch-heretic Arius, Athanasius and 
others display the extent to which the doctrine of Christ as 
the Wisdom of God permeated the early Church. Let us 
contemplate the wisdom of Jesus Christ as it is manifested 
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in the pages of the Gospels. His is the wisdom which is 
offered by the Holy Spirit and his grace. Let us seek to 
share in this wisdom, to live by it, and to bring it to the 
world around us. 


Second reflection (Mark 5:21-43) 

Faith In our Gospel today we are presented with a 
succession of events that depended for their success on 
something absolutely fundamental for the following of 
Christ: faith — faith in his Person and word. Jairus the 
synagogue official came to Jesus, pleading with him to 
come and cure his desperately ill daughter, who in the 
event died. Then, while they were on the way there, a sick 
woman in the crowd secretly reached out and touched our 
Lord’s cloak, convinced that if she did so she would be 
healed. She was instantly cured of her complaint and our 
Lord told her why she had been healed: her faith had saved 
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her (Mark 5:21-43). Then when they arrived at the house 
and discovered that the girl had died, Jesus assured the 
official, “Do not be afraid, only have faith.” He then raised 
her to life. The passage teaches us in dramatic and 
concrete fashion that, in the plan of God, our benefiting 
from the blessings that come to us through the Person and 
work of his Son normally depends on faith — faith in his 
Person and in his word. When our Lord was about to 
ascend into heaven, he charged his disciples to go 
throughout the world and make disciples of all the nations 
— believers, that is. They were to bring the world to belief 
in him, to faith. The fact is that we can sometimes take this 
priceless possession, our own faith in Jesus, very much for 
granted. We ought always remember that we have 
received it as a gift. It is a gift of the Holy Spirit received 
at our baptism and, since then, strengthened by numerous 
supernatural aids. It actually inclines us to believe in Jesus, 
bestowing on us a disposition to accept his word. Due to 
God’s gift we tend to faith. But were it not for this divine 
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help, our fallen condition would incline us to depend 
simply on our own resources and (fallen) intellect. This in 
turn would tend to take us in the direction of religious 
scepticism. Let us remember too, that our faith can easily 
remain at a mediocre level, largely neglected and 
unexercised, and in danger of a serious decline. On the 
other hand it can be fanned into the flame God intends it to 
be and thus be the foundation for real holiness. 

Let us then learn from our Gospel today how 
fundamental our faith is for our entire relationship with 
God. Your faith has saved you, our Lord told the woman. 
Our prospects of an eternity with Jesus depend on this faith 
that we have been given as a gift. Let us then resolutely 
cultivate it and in our daily life strive to share it with 
others. 


Vb»©«dv 





1745 


Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (1057:47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 12:4-7.11-15; Psalm 102; 

Mark 6:1-6 

Jesus left there and went to his home town, 
accompanied by his disciples. When the Sabbath came, he 
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 
were amazed. Where did this man get these things? they 
asked. What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he 
even does miracles! Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this 
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Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us? And they took 
offence at him. Jesus said to them, Only in his home town, 
among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet 
without honour. He could not do any miracles there, 
except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 
And he was amazed at their lack of faith. (Mark 6:1-6) 

Suffering The biggest problem about life and 

reality is that there is suffering and evil. Given the 
fundamental question of why there is anything at all, the 
second question that arises from this is, why is there all this 
suffering and evil? The problem is sharpened when placed 
in the context of religious belief. If you say there is a 
good and all-powerful God who made and sustains the 
world — and thus providing an answer to the question of 
why there is anything at all — what about the second 
question? Why is it that this God of yours allows evil and 
suffering? The answer to this is awaited, and it is claimed 
that nothing satisfactory is given in reply. It is the ever- 
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recurring “problem of evil.” Man naturally wants things to 
be different from the way they are because the way things 
are is very frustrating. Time and time again he is at an 
impasse and sunk in the quagmire of difficulty and minor 
or major catastrophe. The practical response to this 
cantankerous, indifferent and often hostile world varies 
from one person and society to another. Some deal 
resolutely with things and strive to make their way 
whatever be the drift of events. Others are sporting about it 
all, and get up when knocked down and with a laugh keep 
running. Others walk off the field dejected, and give up. 
But the question is, what sense are we to make of it? The 
general answer of religious people with intelligence and 
education is that reason and natural reflection cannot 
provide an adequate answer to the problem of why a good 
and all-powerful God would choose to let evil and 
suffering be. A tsunami strikes a vast area of 
underdeveloped Asia and thousands of unsuspecting 
families are swept out to their deaths. What was God 
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doing with his arms folded, as it were? That is the 
problem, and all grant that in terms of natural reason it is 
not fully soluble. But, after all, what is there that is fully 
soluble? Can man fully understand anything - say, the atom 
or the neutron? If we consider how limited is the extent of 
man’s understanding, it is not improbable that there is a 
wisdom to things that far, far exceeds him. It may be that a 
fallen and frustrating world is deliberately allowed by the 
Creator as a more fruitful scene for good than man could 
conceive or imagine. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today, and to what, 
on the face of it, appears to be a frustrating situation for the 
Son of God made man. Our Lord, before whom the 
demons fall helplessly prostrate, and before whom no 
natural illness or evil has power to stand defiant, has grown 
up in the midst of his village, family, friends and relatives. 
From various hints in the Gospels we can see that he 
thoroughly merged with his social environment over those 
years. So true was his immersion in his scene that those 
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around him — with the exception of his surpassingly holy 
mother and foster-father — had no inkling of the altogether 
august nature of his divine Person. So here he is now, back 
in his home village, but back as an acknowledged prophet 
with miracles to his name that have sent his fame in all 
directions. He enters the Synagogue of Nazareth (which 
must have been small because the village was small) and, 
yes, he amazes them with his wisdom and the fame of his 
miracles. This was the young man they had known all 
along, and whose circle of relatives were so well known to 
them. “Where did this man get these things? they asked. 
What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he even 
does miracles! Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's 
son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? 
Aren't his sisters here with us?” (Mark 6:1-6). But their 
response? They took offence at him: the Greek is 
eskandalali'zonto. Broadly, it was our Lord’s very human 
nature and situation that they could not get beyond. They 
could not, or rather would not, accept his thoroughly 
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incarnate character and circumstances, together with what 
he was simultaneously revealing about himself. He was 
just one of themselves, as far as they were prepared to 
allow. Now, the point here is not only the tragedy of their 
darkened hearts. It is also the limited, frustrating and sad 
character of the world which our Lord had to face, and 
which was the arena of his mission. It is an instance of 
what faces man in so many situations — let us call it the 
frustrating problem of evil. But Christ allowed it, as he did 
numerous such instances right to his death, as the very 
arena for doing superlative good. It tells us that God 
allows all this because in his providence, paradoxically, so 
much good can result. 

Our Gospel incident today throws light on the 
problem of evil and suffering, and the good that can and 
will be done in all the sad and frustrating situations that 
face man, if he takes his cue from Jesus Christ. Christ is 
the Light of the world, a world struck with so much evil 
and suffering. Let us learn from the Teacher of mankind 
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that it is precisely in the midst of suffering that so much 
good can and will be done. Christ saved the world from 
sin from within the midst of suffering and evil — and our 
Gospel incident today is one instance of this pattern that 
was so central to his incomparable life. Let us learn from 
him in this, then, as in everything! 


Second reflection: (Mark 6:1-6) 

Divine Grandeur In our Gospel today our Lord 
returns to his home town, having begun his public ministry. 
He had spent thirty years in that village and his greatness 
had been unnoticed. The point is even more obvious in 
what happened when our Lord returned. He went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and his hearers were 
astonished at his power of address and his wisdom that was 
so manifest. It was so contrary to their entire experience of 
him to that point, that they would not accept him. 
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Presumably they had felt so much his equal (and perhaps 
his superior) during those long years of his growing up — 
which indicates his humility — that they could not accept 
his manifest ascendancy. His greatness was being shown 
in part, but the true perception and acceptance of it 
required the readiness to go beyond mere appearances, and 
believe. In the plan of God a life of religious obedience 
requires that we live not simply by sight, but primarily by 
faith, for God is a God who works in the ordinary. Christ 
continues to be present and operative in the world and in 
the life of the Church through ordinary appearances. He is 
present and operative in the ordinary members of the 
faithful, in the seemingly ordinary Sacraments, in the 
reading of the Scriptures and in the homily of the Mass. 
He is present in his full reality in the ordinary-looking 
Host. He works in us and through us in our ordinary 
everyday work. God’s presence in the ordinary gives to 
the ordinary a grandeur. 
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Let us ask the Holy Spirit for an appreciation of the 
grandeur of all that is seemingly ordinary, for God is 
present there. 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (1057:47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24; 

Psalm 48:2-4, 9-11; Mark 6:7-13 

Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by 
two and gave them authority over evil spirits. These were 
his instructions: Take nothing for the journey except a staff 
— no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear sandals 
but not an extra tunic. Whenever you enter a house, stay 
there until you leave that town. And if any place will not 
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welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet 
when you leave, as a testimony against them. They went 
out and preached that people should repent. They drove 
out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil 
and healed them. (Mark 6:7-13) 

God Cares For Us Center is a town in Ralls 

County, Missouri, United States. The population was 508 
at the 2010 census, with 129 families residing in the town. 
On August 8, 2013 there was widely reported an 
occurrence near Center that had happened four days earlier. 
A 19 year-old woman, Katie Lentz, was driving along 
Route 19 when her older-model Mercedes was struck by 
another car which passed into her lane. That car's driver 
was subsequently charged. Rescue workers spent an hour 
trying to get Katie Lentz out of her car, but the solid 
materials of its construction were dulling the fire 
department's emergency equipment. Medical workers had 
just warned the crew that Lentz’s condition was failing 
fast, when the 19 year-old trapped victim asked if everyone 
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nearby would pray out loud with her. Suddenly, a Catholic 
priest appeared at the scene. “He began to pray and use the 
anointing oil,” New London Fire Chief Raymond Reed 
said. “There was a calmness that, to me, seemed to come 
over the entire scene.” But that was not the only unusual 
detail. Fire fighters said their equipment kept failing until 
the mystery priest showed up. “His words were to remain 
calm, that our tools would soon work and that we would 
get her out of the vehicle,” Reed said. “At that moment, 
our neighbouring department arrived with fresh extrication 
tools.” Once the victim was removed from her car and put 
into an Air Evac helicopter, the emergency responders 
wanted to thank the priest, but he had gone. For many days 
the priest’s identity was unknown and the Jefferson City 
diocese initially did not hear from any of its priests about 
the incident. In dozens of photos of the accident, his face 
was not seen. “I think that this time I’ve actually witnessed 
a guardian angel at work,” Jeremiah See of the New 
London Fire Department told ABC News. This 
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interpretation was dispelled several days later when the 
mysterious Missouri priest who anointed the young woman 
in her wrecked car identified himself as Father Patrick 
Dowling, of the Diocese of Jefferson City. But what is 
clear is that God cared for the girl — through the arrival of 
the priest who had such a wholesome effect. 

God cares for each of us, and not just for the world in 
a general sense. In its own way, the arrival of that priest on 
the scene of Katie Lentz involved, by means of the priest, 
an intervention by God. It enabled Katie Lentz to be in 
union with Jesus Christ in the midst of her terrible 
experience. Of course, God’s care for us is conducted in 
accordance with his divine wisdom and power, even if we 
cannot see the meaning of what he does or allows. Why 
does God allow pain and mishap to visit some people and 
populations so terribly and not others? We do not know, 
but Katie Lentz’s experience was a manifestation of the 
revealed fact that God cares for us. He does this in one 
way for one person, in another way (perhaps entirely 
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hidden) for the next person. Simon Peter was liberated 
from his chains and prison by the angel (Acts 12) — but 
was not thus liberated at the end of his apostolic life when 
he went to his crucifixion in Rome. But in all, he was 
being cared for by Christ his Lord and Saviour. As St 
Thomas More wrote in one of his prison letters, though I 
lose my head, I’ll come to no harm. This is because God 
cares for us. At times he does this in miraculous or semi- 
miraculous fashion, perhaps to illustrate the revealed 
teaching that he cares for us always. During the Second 
Week of August 2013, a child by the name of Simon 
Kruger followed a wallaby into the bush whilst on a family 
outing at the Deep Creek Conservation Park in Adelaide, 
South Australia. A search team of more than 40 people 
were deployed to search for the boy in a large scale rescue 
operation. Fears grew for the safety of the child, who was 
wearing only a fleece top and tracksuit trousers, as the 
temperature began to drop severely overnight. The seven- 
year-old survived nearly 24 hours in the dense forest with 
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the help of the wallaby, which slept next to the boy 
throughout the night, keeping him warm as the 
temperatures fell to near freezing. Eventually, a rescue 
helicopter sighted the missing child and plucked him out of 
the forest. “I think God sent a wallaby to keep him warm,” 
said his father. His elated mother said that her son’s jacket 
still smelt like wallaby and bushes. Such an event 
illustrates the revealed teaching that God is our Father who 
cares for us. 

All this brings us to a detail in our Gospel today 
(Mark 6:7-13), in which our Lord sends out his disciples to 
do his work. “Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out 
two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. 
These were his instructions: Take nothing for the journey 
except a staff — no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 
Wear sandals but not an extra tunic”. God would care for 
them, which is not to say that there would not be 
difficulties - after all, the very Son of God ended up on the 
Cross, dying an excruciating death that atoned for the sins 
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of the world. But he was in the hands of his heavenly 
Father, and he did his will perfectly to the end. Let us 
resolve to set out on our work each day, entrusting 
ourselves to the love of God, knowing that he will always 
care for us. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (1057:47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 13:1-8; Psalm 26; 

Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had 
become well known. Some were saying, “John the Baptist 
has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous 
powers are at work in him. ” Others said, “He is Elijah. ” 
And still others claimed, “He is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of long ago. ” But when Herod heard this, he 
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said, ‘'John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the 
dead!” For Herod himself had given orders to have John 
arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did 
this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom 
he had married. For John had been saying to Herod, ‘‘It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” So 
Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill 
him. But she was not able to, because Herod feared John 
and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy 
man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet 
he liked to listen to him. Finally the opportune time came. 
On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials 
and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 
When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to the 
girl, ‘‘Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to 
you. ” And he promised her with an oath, ‘‘Whatever you 
ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom. ” She went out 
and said to her mother, ‘‘What shall I ask for? ” ‘‘The head 
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of John the Baptist, ” she answered. At once the girl 
hurried in to the king with the request: “I want you to give 
me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter. ” 
The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths 
and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. So he 
immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring 
John’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, 
and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to 
the girl, and she gave it to her mother. On hearing of this, 
John’s disciples came and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb. (Mark 6:14-29) 

The Baptist Our Gospel passage today is about 
John the Baptist — a great prophet about whom we ought 
think more than we do. St Mark reports the circumstances 
of his death a little more than a third of the way through his 
Gospel, with our Lord being well into his public ministry. 
He tells us that “after John had been delivered up, Jesus 
came into Galilee preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of 
God” (1:14). Mark does not tell us how long it was after 
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our Lord’s baptism that John’s ministry ended and Jesus’ 
public work began. Similarly, Matthew informs us that 
“when he heard that John had been delivered up, he (Jesus) 
withdrew into Galilee” and “from that time Jesus began to 
preach” (4:12-17). Luke situates the beginning of our 
Lord’s public ministry after John had been arrested (3:20). 
It was then that (after his baptism and temptations in the 
desert) “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee; and the fame of him went out through the whole 
country” (4:14). He also informs us that word of Jesus’ 
ministry was brought to John, leading John to send 
disciples to Jesus to ask for clarification about his 
Messianic status. Was he the One to come, or not? It led to 
Christ’s public praise of John (Luke 7:18-35). We get the 
impression that by then John is confined. However, what 
we do notice in our Gospel passage today is that during 
Christ’s public ministry, there are those who think Jesus is 
John raised back to life again. It suggests that John had left 
a powerful impression, including on the mind of Herod, his 
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hapless executioner. So great was the impact of John that 
John the Evangelist, one of his disciples who at the 
Baptist’s bidding had become a disciple of Jesus, placed 
his old master in the very Prologue of his Gospel. It is also 
clear from John’s Gospel that in some sense John’s 
ministry continued during the beginning of our Lord’s. We 
read of activities of Jesus in both Cana in Galilee (2:1-12) 
and indeed in Jerusalem (2:13-3:13) — and “after these 
things Jesus and his disciples came into the land of Judea, 
and he stayed there with them and baptized. Now John 
was also baptizing .... for John had not yet been put into 
prison” (3:22-24). It looks as if John the Evangelist is 
clarifying the sequence of things a little. That is, our 
Lord’s public ministry had in some sense begun before 
John’s own ministry ended with his arrest. 

The point I am making here is that we ought not 
underestimate the great impact of John. Although our 
Lord’s appeal was rising and in some respects already 
surpassing John’s (John 3:26: “all are coming to him”), it 
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would seem that, broadly, John’s was the dominant figure 
while his ministry lasted. It may be likened a little to 
Elijah, with Elisha moving in the wing. It was only when 
John was “taken up” (like Elijah) by his arrest and 
martyrdom that Jesus began with power and force, far 
surpassing his precursor and with a “double portion of his 
spirit,” as it were. As we read in today’s passage from 
Mark, when the fame of Jesus began to spread — much 
greater than that of John — some thought Jesus had to be 
John come down from above. It was thought to be a case 
of the spirit of John in bodily form now exercising 
heavenly powers. Such was the spiritual stature of John 
that these notions were circulating. It is also clear from the 
Acts of the Apostles that John left a trail of disciples who 
were later to be found in various parts of the world. Many 
seem to have heard little or nothing of Jesus. John had 
taught them, and they passed on to other scenes, learning 
only much later about Jesus from Christ’s own disciples. 
Apollos was one such (Acts 18:25), as were others at 
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Ephesus (Acts 19:1-7). We do not know how long this 
independent current of John’s disciples lasted, but I cannot 
help wondering if, say, the later Mandaeans emerged from 
it in some circuitous fashion. The Gospels, especially that 
of John the Evangelist, are at pains to clarify that John’s 
mission was to be precisely a Precursor of Jesus Christ. 
His greatness was accepted, insisted on, confirmed by 
Christ — but his true place in God’s plan had to be 
understood. All this serves to bring out the greatness of 
John’s person and prophetic ministry. He has the 
distinction of being a great prophet immediately preceding, 
and to a point standing by the side of, the Messiah. His 
death was a worthy climax of his noble course and our 
passage today from Mark (6:14-29) gives us a New 
Testament account of it. Herod knew John’s spiritual 
greatness, but fell because of his own moral weakness and 
gross human respect. The experience struck at his heart for 
he too, we see, interpreted the rise of Jesus as the return of 
John. 
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So great was John in the scheme of things that the 
Church celebrates each year not only his martyrdom but his 
very birth. Many saints have had a special devotion to 
John the Baptist, kinsman of Jesus Christ, his Precursor, 
the Elijah come again, and one extolled by Christ as greater 
than others. JJe teaches us to be faithful to our mission and 
work in life, faithful unto death. JJe teaches us to spend 
our lives giving way to the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. Let 
us allow his grand figure to light up our lives and lead us 
ever more to the following of Jesus Christ. 


Second reflection: (Mark 6:14-29) 

Repentance The Book of Ecclesiasticus eulogises 
David for his many outstanding qualities. JJe was a great 
ruler and a true man of God. At the same time he 
committed various sins, as we read in the book of Samuel 
and as is briefly alluded to in Ecclesiasticus (ch. 47). 
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David sinned, but he repented, obtained the pardon of God, 
and continued to advance in his love and service of God. 
He is in the category of those several saints who repented 
of great sins and attained holiness. In our Gospel today 
(Mark 6:14-29) we have, on the other hand, another kind of 
sinner. He was one who grossly sinned but who did not 
heed the voice of his accusing conscience. I refer to 
Herod, whose distinction was to have put to death the one 
of whom our Lord said that never had there been born of 
woman one greater than he. So then, David repented and 
converted, while Herod did not. Herod had his regrets, but 
did not repent and convert. Both persons committed grave 
sins, the one going on to holiness of life, the other, we may 
sadly suspect, died in his sins. What is the key to the 
difference between the two? One key is that David was 
willing to listen to and then obey the voice of his 
conscience when confronted by it, whereas Herod was not. 
That the voice of conscience was heard by Herod and 
ignored we are assured by various details in our Gospel 
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passage today. Now, each of us to a greater or lesser extent 
will choose either to listen to our conscience or not to listen 
to it, and we shall find ourselves making this choice each 
day. Our conscience whispers constantly, insistently and 
with authority. In doing this it echoes the voice of God. 
Its judgment will need to be improved and corrected and 
guided, but the sense of duty which informs it must not be 
ignored. If we do ignore it, we follow the path of Herod 
rather than that of David. If it is ignored in the little duties 
of every day our hearts will be coarsened, and gradually 
the voice that leads us to holiness will fall silent. In the 
smallest things we must listen to and obey the voice of 
duty. 


Let us then face our fundamental choice between 
Christ or Satan, holiness or sin. We have the figure of 
David to encourage us to choose Christ and holiness, and 
the figure of Herod in our Gospel passage to warn us 
against Satan and sin. Let us be sensitive to the voice of 
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conscience daily encouraging and warning, daily approving 
and reproving. So, now I begin! 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (1057:47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 13:15-17.20-21; Psalm 22; 
Mark 6:30-34 

The Apostles gathered together with Jesus and 
reported all they had done and taught. He said to them, 
“Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while. ” People were coming and going in great numbers, 
and they had no opportunity even to eat. So they went off 
in the boat by themselves to a deserted place. People saw 



1773 


them leaving and many came to know about it. They 
hastened there on foot from all the towns and arrived at the 
place before them. When Jesus disembarked and saw the 
vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for 
they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to 
teach them many things. (Mark 6:30-34) 

Work and Prayer The stunning claim of Jesus 
Christ and of the Christian religion of which he is the 
Founder is that he, a Jewish man of the time of Tiberius 
Caesar, was and is God. This was the special object of the 
early Ecumenical Councils and it is the special objection of 
non-Christians through the centuries since. Islam, of 
course, will have none of it, nor will, for instance, our 
Jewish brothers and sisters. It is the unyielding claim of 
the Catholic Church of the ages, as it was the claim of the 
numerous early Christian martyrs of the Empire. As St 
John lays it down in the Prologue of his Gospel: The Word 

— who in the beginning was with God and who was God 

— became flesh and dwelt among us. We saw his glory, 
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the glory of the Only-Begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth (John 1:1-14). However, granted the 
momentous doctrine of his divinity, we must not forget the 
obvious fact of his humanity. No-one during the lifetime 
of Jesus Christ who saw or spoke to him, or heard others 
speak of him, had the slightest doubt about this feature of 
his Person. He was plainly a man, and his usual 
designation of himself as the “Son of Man” served to stress 
this. But it can be somewhat lost sight of by one who has 
attained faith in the central point about him, that his Person 
was divine. We must hold together before our minds the 
two marvellous points that are to be made about the Jesus 
of history. He is a divine Person with his own divine 
nature who at a certain point in history and in a certain 
place took unto himself our human nature, thus becoming 
truly God and truly man. So then, let us think for a 
moment of Jesus Christ precisely in his humanity. As man 
he lived as we live but without sin, such that he is the 
model, the exemplar of the good and holy life for every 
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man and woman in history. This brings us to our Gospel 
today, in which we see the Apostles gathering together 
with Jesus to report all they had done and taught. They had 
been sent out on mission and now they were back with 
their accounts of how it had all gone. They were tired, 
perhaps exhausted, and our Lord was too. Indeed, we get 
the impression at times that our Lord’s exhaustion reached 
a much greater depth than theirs. He was sound asleep 
during the storm. He sat resting by the Well of Sychar 
while the disciples went ahead for provisions. His 
unending work far outstripped theirs. 

Our Lord suggests that they “come away by 
yourselves to a deserted place and rest awhile.” This is one 
thing we notice about the man Jesus Christ. In his ministry 
he is filled with work and service — so much so that at one 
point his relatives thought he was out of his mind (Mark 
3:21). But he does go aside to deserted places to rest and 
to pray. We read that the morning after many healings and 
exorcisms in Capernaum “he departed and went to a lonely 
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place” (Luke 4:42). Again, he healed a leper and 
commanded him to keep his healing secret, but news of it 
got out and “multitudes gathered he hear him and to be 
healed of their infirmities. But he withdrew to the 
wilderness and prayed” (Luke 5:15-16). At a further point 
in his public ministry we read that “he arose and went 
away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a 
house and would not have any one know it; yet he could 
not remain hidden” — a woman with a possessed daughter 
found him out (Mark 7:24-30). His hide-away was blown. 
We read that “then he returned from the region of Tyre, 
and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, through the 
region of the Decapolis” (Mark 7:31). The Decapolis was 
also pagan territory and so, presumably, something of a 
retreat. But there was to be no let-up because here too he 
was presented with a deaf and dumb man for his healing. 
And so it went on. The point to notice is that the man 
Jesus, eternal Son of the Father, sought time and space for 
rest and prayer with his disciples. So too in our Gospel 
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passage today (Mark 6:30-34): “He said to them, ‘Come 
away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.’ 
People were coming and going in great numbers, and they 
had no opportunity even to eat. So they went off in the 
boat by themselves to a deserted place.” This reminds us 
that the disciple of Christ must work and pray. There are 
many incentives for man to work and to rest. Man’s 
flourishing largely depends on his income, and this 
normally depends on his readiness to work. Work will 
naturally require some rest. Such is the will of God, of 
course, but there are all those natural incentives. What can 
so easily be forgotten is the duty to use times of rest — to 
take time out — to pray. Prayer ought pervade all our 
work, but for this to happen we normally need time out to 
pray. It is the main reason for the Lord’s Day being a day 
of rest. 

Let us notice this feature of Christ’s life of work. Let 
us also notice that he takes his disciples, now full of work 
themselves, apart for a time of rest — a religious rest with 
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God. Let us notice too, though, that once again when this 
rest was interrupted to the point of being taken away, our 
Lord gives himself over to compassionate service. “People 
saw them leaving and many came to know about it. They 
hastened there on foot from all the towns and arrived at the 
place before them. When Jesus disembarked and saw the 
vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for 
they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to 
teach them many things.” Such is Jesus Christ, our model 
and exemplar. 


Second reflection: 

Wisdom Consider the Old Testament figure of 

Solomon, the son of King David. God spoke to Solomon 
in a dream inviting him to ask for whatever he desired. At 
this Solomon replied that insofar as God had made him 
king in succession to his father David, he asked for the gift 
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of a heart that could discern good from evil, and that could 
govern God’s people well. That is to say, he asked for the 
gift of a discerning judgment and wisdom. It was a request 
that pleased God greatly, and not only did he give to 
Solomon this gift of understanding, but as a reward for this 
choice he gave him riches and glory also (1 Kings 3). Let 
us learn from this that the prayer of petition pleases God, 
especially when we ask for what we think will please him 
to grant us. Our passage shows that God will be pleased if 
we ask for the gift of wisdom. But let us also remember 
what happened to Solomon. Yes, he pleased God by 
asking for wisdom and discernment, and yes, he received 
this gift to such a degree that his very name is inextricably 
linked with wisdom. We often refer to ‘the wisdom of 
Solomon’ as a byword. But despite that, he fell into 
profoundly serious sins which led finally into idolatry. 
Why did this happen? We are not told, but perhaps it was 
because he began proudly to rely on himself rather than on 
God, and confidently strayed into occasions of serious sin. 
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He was ensnared and perhaps one morass led to another. It 
seems he died in his sins and his bright prospects ended 
badly. It reminds us that whatever be the gifts God has 
given us we must be correspondingly humble, relying on 
the grace of God and avoiding the occasions of sin. 

Let us remember what high gifts the angel Lucifer 
was given, and yet how great was his fall. Furthermore, we 
notice that while Solomon asked for discernment and 
wisdom, he did not specifically ask for holiness of life. Let 
us ask for wisdom all our lives, but even more let us ask for 
goodness and holiness every day of our lives. Holiness too 
is God’s gift, and it is for holiness that we have been 
created. 
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Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Job 7:1-4.6-7; Psalm 147:1-6; 

1 Corinthians 9:16-19.22-23; Mark 1:29-39 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with 
James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 
Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they 
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told Jesus about her. So he went to her, took her hand and 
helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on 
them. That evening after sunset the people brought to 
Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town 
gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had 
various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he 
would not let the demons speak because they knew who he 
was. Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, 
where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look 
for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: 
“Everyone is looking for you!” Jesus replied, “Let us go 
somewhere else — to the nearby villages — so I can 
preach there also. That is why I have come. ” So he 
travelled throughout Galilee, preaching in their 
synagogues and driving out demons. (Mark 1:29-39) 

Christ and The Sick We live in a technologically 
advanced age. Very many sicknesses have been averted 
due to advances in medicine and technology. However, of 
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course, people still get sick and die. Sickness and death, 
and sickness alone when death is not imminent, is a 
tremendous issue for the individual who is suffering from 
it. In sickness a person experiences his powerlessness and 
his limitations, and he is brought to a glimpse of death. It 
can lead, on the one hand, to concern simply with self and 
even despair and revolt against God. On the other hand, it 
can lead to a greater maturity and a turning to God and a 
surrender into his care. Sickness and death is a great 
challenge: it can be a danger or an opportunity. In our 
Gospel today, Simon’s mother-in-law is in bed with fever 
(Mark 1:29-39). Having told him about her, our Lord’s 
disciples bring him to her and he cures her. This Gospel 
incident reminds us that Jesus is the Healer and the Saviour 
of the one who is sick, especially the one who is in some 
danger of death. It reminds us too that the greatest thing 
we can do for the sick person is to pray to Jesus on his 
behalf, and to bring Jesus to the sick person, just as our 
Lord’s disciples did. If our Lord’s disciples had not told 
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him about her and brought him to her, her fever would not 
have been taken away from her at the time that it was. She 
was, in this sense, dependent on our Lord’s disciples. So 
too when people are sick they depend on us to pray for 
them to our Lord, and to do whatever we can to bring the 
healing presence of Jesus to them. In him is to be found 
every heavenly blessing for the sick and dying person — as 
for all persons. Let us remember this when we ourselves 
fall sick and when we have contact with the sick. Christ is 
the One the sick person most especially needs. What a 
wonderful thing it is if the one visiting the sick person truly 
loves our Lord and has sufficient knowledge of the 
Catholic Faith to be able to speak of our Lord to that sick 
person. I remember decades ago reading a great Australian 
novel by Henry Handel Richardson. There is one scene in 
which one of the characters lies dying and his friend steps 
forward and says to him, “Have no fear of death, John!” It 
is a striking statement, and in a desperate moment. 
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Yes, it is a striking statement, but it is empty. It is an 
empty statement because the dying person is being told not 
to fear death without being given any reason. Naturally 
speaking, there is every reason to fear death and one needs 
a compelling reason not to fear it. Now, any member of 
Christ’s faithful has something wonderful to bring to the 
sick person and especially to the dying person. It is the 
Good News about Christ: “Have no fear of death, John, for 
Christ is with you! He loves you and gave himself up for 
you! Nothing can separate you from the love of Christ!” 
That is the reason for not fearing death. If he is not 
baptized and is of another religion, it can be the 
opportunity to speak about the Saviour of the world, 
inviting the sick person to welcome Jesus as the Healer and 
Redeemer of every soul. It is the chance to do what the 
disciples did in the Gospel of today: to bring Jesus to the 
sick person. If the person is baptised and is in the state of 
grace, Christ is in him as his hope of glory. If the sick 
person is a baptized member of the Catholic Church we 
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ought speak to him of the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation in which Christ forgives sin and cleanses 
the soul. If the person is seriously ill and beginning to be 
in some danger of death or about to have some serious 
operation, we ought suggest that the priest come for the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick as well. Jesus 
himself comes, personally, in these Sacraments. They are 
channels of his coming and his grace. He comes to cleanse 
the person of his sins in the Sacrament of Penance. In the 
Anointing of the Sick, Christ comes to strengthen the sick 
person by his presence so as to bear the difficulties of 
serious illness or old age, and give healing of soul and 
even, at times, of body. In this Sacrament of the 
Anointing, Christ unites the sick person to himself in his 
own Passion and in this way enables the sick person to 
share in his redemptive work, thus doing great good from 
his very sick bed. But especially does our Lord in this 
Sacrament prepare the dangerously sick person for his final 
journey to God. Then in addition there is the Holy 
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Eucharist, Jesus himself, called Viaticum when given to the 
dying. 

Let us reflect on the implications of today’s Gospel. 
Our Lord wishes to be with us when we are sick. He wants 
to transform our sickness from being a danger to a great 
opportunity for holiness. Let us welcome him then, and let 
us make it our business to help every sick person welcome 
Christ. The greatest service we can do for a sick person is 
to do all in our power to bring Christ to him. Christ comes 
in his word and in the Sacraments, and it is the ordained 
priest who brings Christ in the last Sacraments - Penance, 
the Anointing and the Eucharist. Let us always be ready to 
do for the sick person what Peter did for his mother-in-law 
in our Gospel today. 

Lurther Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1499-1523 (Prayer and healing in the anointing of the 
sick) 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 1:1-19; Psalm 103; 

Mark 6:53-56 

When Jesus and his disciples had crossed over, they 
landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. As soon as they 
got out of the boat, people recognised Jesus. They ran 
throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats 
to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went — 
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into villages, towns or countryside — they placed the sick 
in the market-places. They begged him to let them touch 
even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were 
healed. (Mark 6:53-56) 

Christ’s Power Consider the character of the 
earthly “powers” that often bear down on man, adversely 
affecting him. If man does not work, he will starve — so 
the world will crush him if he does not defend and protect 
himself by his work. He gets sick, cold and hungry. He 
easily falls victim to the hostility of his fellows. He can be 
swept away to his death in minutes. His experience of the 
“powers that be” is often painful, and when he himself 
gains power over others, often it happens that they suffer. 
The possession of power can corrupt, and absolute power 
can corrupt absolutely. In view of all this adverse 
experience of power, it is not surprising that in history man 
has sought rescue and aid from the higher powers. The 
supernatural powers, the gods, are perceived as beings of 
“power.” Most cultures have used specific terms to 
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designate the supernatural powers: Mana, Mungo, Numen, 
the Sacred, Spiritus, Vis Naturalis, Wakan, Wisdom, the 
gods or God. The list goes on. Higher powers were 
usually associated with special persons, places, and objects, 
and people went to these in order to gain the aid of the 
Supernatural. It is said that the oldest known pilgrimage 
site is Mount Kailash in Tibet which, situated at 18,000 
feet, has been the goal of religious journeys for some 
15,000 years. Some Buddhists claim that doing the long 
trail around that Mount erases sins, and that doing so over 
100 times gives access to Nirvana. In classical Greece, 
there was the great oracle at Delphi from which would 
come utterances of the god Apollo — it was the major site 
for the worship of that god. All this is to say that the gods 
are imagined as powerful. They can do great things. But 
what we also notice in the history of man’s religious 
thought is that while the deities are regarded as powerful, 
they are not necessarily nor notably friendly and moral. 
The gods of the myths were a mixed bunch, and it was 
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quite a business keeping them on side. Into this very 
uneven picture, and as the answer to man’s yearning, has 
come the intervention of the God of historical revelation, 
the God of Abraham and the prophets, the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He revealed himself as a God of almighty 
power, as an all-holy and just God, and as a God who is 
boundless love and mercy. 

The God of Abraham, of the Patriarchs, of Moses and 
the prophets was very new on the scene of the gods and 
higher powers - he was different. He had absolute power, 
he loved and was compassionate, and he was good and 
holy. He required holiness — the other gods did not 
require holiness, nor did they abominate sin. Perhaps the 
most iconic event in the history of the children of Israel 
was the deliverance from the land of Egypt and the passing 
over to the Promised Land. It was an act of Yahweh God’s 
power and loving compassion. He was perceived to be 
almighty. There is no hint in the Pentateuch of any 
limitation to God’s power. He was a God of power and 
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might. In this, the religion of Israel had much to tell that 
was of interest to the religions of man, for they too looked 
to the heavens for power that would aid man. The God of 
the Hebrews was a God of unlimited might. The gods of 
the nations were as nothing to him and he prohibited any 
recognition of them among his chosen people. When Mary 
the mother of the Messiah uttered her prayer magnifying 
the Lord God of Israel, she spoke of him as “he who is 
mighty” and who “has done great things for me” (Luke 
1:49). At his trial, our Lord declared that “you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power ” (Mark 
14:62). The Christian Creed begins its profession 
proclaiming the Father “almighty.” All of this brings us to 
our Gospel today, for it shows our Lord as the answer to 
man’s yearning for access to a higher power that would aid 
him in his distress and in his vulnerability to hostile powers 
about him. We read that “As soon as they got out of the 
boat, people recognised Jesus. They ran throughout that 
whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they 
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heard he was. And wherever he went — into villages, 
towns or countryside — they placed the sick in the market¬ 
places. They begged him to let them touch even the edge 
of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed” (Mark 
6:53-56). Our Lord, radiating moral goodness, was 
brimming with power. They had but to touch him to be 
blessed. The God of power and might was manifestly 
present in him and the divine presence overflowed with the 
benefits of his power. Of course, this Jesus was the living 
God, the source of all power. 

Trite as it might sound, a kernel of true religion is 
belief in the power of God. If we do not look on God as 
powerful, we have little religion. The mark of faith in 
revealed religion is belief in God’s almighty power, a 
power that shows itself in mercy towards needy man. All 
of this is revealed in Jesus Christ, the image of the unseen 
God, the One who has made him known. Our Gospel 
scene today shows forth the divine power of Jesus Christ, 
fie is our Salvation and our Friend. Let us be ever in his 
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company, ever in direct touch with him by faith and the 
Sacraments, ever receiving the blessings that flow forth 
from his abiding and limitless power. 


Second reflection: 

The Eucharist In the First Book of Kings we are 
told of how the Ark of the Covenant, containing the two 
stone tablets with God’s commandments on them, was 
transported from Zion to the Temple. In the presence of 
the Ark, great numbers of sheep and cattle were sacrificed. 
The Ark was placed in the Holy of Holies of the Temple, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the Temple in the form of a 
cloud (1 Kings 8). The Ark was a wonderful possession of 
the people of God. It contained God’s writing which set 
out his commandments which were the terms of the 
covenant, and God marked its presence in the Temple with 
signs of his own guaranteed presence. Our Lord himself 
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was full of love for his Father’s House and on one 
memorable occasion, physically cleansed the Temple of 
what he said defiled the place where his Father dwelt. All 
this pointed to something far greater that was to come, 
something accessible to all of us who are Christ’s faithful 
wherever we live in the world. In every Catholic parish 
there dwells a far greater than the Ark: the Holy Eucharist, 
which is the Person of Jesus Christ in all his risen reality. 
With him, of course, there is present the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. Solomon sacrificed vast numbers of sheep and 
oxen to honour God and the Ark of God. Every day at 
Mass the greatest possible Sacrifice is offered to God. It is 
the one Sacrifice of Calvary made present sacramentally. 
Just as the writing on the stone tablets in the Ark came 
from God, so the sacrifice offered in the Mass comes from 
him, for it makes present again and again the one, 
all-sufficient and infinitely valuable Sacrifice of Christ at 
Calvary. 
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Let us ask the Holy Spirit for a lively faith in the 
reality of what the Mass contains and of what it is under 
the form of signs, and let us ask for the spirit of reverence 
to celebrate it to the full. 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 1:20-2:4; Psalm 8; 

Mark 7:1-13 

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law 
who had come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus and 
saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were 
unclean, that is, unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the 
Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial 
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washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. When they 
come from the market-place they do not eat unless they 
wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the 
washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) So the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law asked Jesus, Why don't your 
disciples live according to the tradition of the elders 
instead of eating their food with 'unclean' hands? He 
replied, Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 
hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honour me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship 
me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men. ’ 
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding 
on to the traditions of men. And he said to them: You have 
a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order 
to observe your own traditions! For Moses said, ‘Honour 
your father and your mother, ’ and, Anyone who curses his 
father or mother must be put to death. ’ But you say that if 
a man says to his father or mother: ‘Whatever help you 
might otherwise have received from me is Corban ’ (that is, 
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a gift devoted to God), then you no longer let him do 
anything for his father or mother. Thus you nullify the 
word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. 
And you do many things like that. (Mark 7:1-13) 

God’s Will It is almost a truism to say that our 
age is a secular one. We choose to get along without God. 
We think God to be unnecessary, on the margins, and 
probably a non-entity. But while we who are children of 
our secular age and culture regard it as normal to take life 
without God for granted, it is abnormal. It is an anomaly in 
the annals of history because typically man is religious. 
The usual thing — expected by anthropologists, historians 
and archaeologists — is that the life of a culture is 
permeated with belief in the gods, the higher powers, or 
God. The Roman Empire eventually launched a massive 
persecution of the Christian religion, intermittently 
renewed and only ceasing some three centuries after the 
Resurrection of Christ. The Empire did not persecute 
Christians because they were perceived as very religious. 
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The martyrdoms of the second century largely occurred 
because of the refusal by Christians to acknowledge the 
state religion, leading to charges of atheism. This 
culminated in the edict of Decius (249 AD) followed by 
two edicts of Valerian which paved the way for systematic 
persecutions under Diocletian. The Empire regarded itself 
as religious. That is to say, the state kept the gods 
acknowledged, appeased and satisfied with due ceremonial 
because the welfare of the Empire depended on their being 
friendly and co-operative. The Christians were detested, 
therefore, because they were atheists. They did not believe 
in the gods - only their own. Christianity firmly precluded 
its followers from worship of any gods other than the 
Triune God revealed by Jesus Christ. In a society where 
the well-being of the state was so dependent on the 
goodwill of the gods, this could only be viewed as sedition 
and radically subversive of the security of the Empire. It 
was not just the state that entertained this religious 
detestation: the populace did too. The ‘atheism’ of 
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Christians was often blamed for ill-fortune. One fourth 
century proverb sums up the situation well: “No rain, 
because of the Christians” (Lane Fox, R. 1986. Pagans 
and Christians. London: Viking, p.425). Cardinal 
Newman in his novel, Callista, describes the blame which 
the North African populace heaped on the Christians for 
the great locust-plague. It led to the martyrdom of the 
heroine, Callista. The government and people of the 
Empire persecuted precisely because they saw themselves 
as being “religious.” 

What I am saying is that there is nothing special in 
history about being “religious.” The story of humanity 
shows that man is naturally religious and tends 
instinctively to acknowledge the divine. Typically he does 
this not only personally, but socially. In his social and 
public life too he is religious — and the Roman Empire 
was one of many instances which could easily be cited. 
Our modern secular age views itself as having come of age 
in shaking off all this religion. It professes to rely, rather, 
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on science, observation and the management of things 
through the knowledge of the laws of nature. But to say 
the least, a mind-set that excludes religion is out of step 
with the testimony of the millennia, for mankind has 
typically recognized the divine and its involvement with 
the world. Now, the point I wish to make here is that while 
the challenge facing our modern secular man is to reclaim 
religion itself, this alone is not sufficient. Being religious 
is but natural. What the secular man and the secular age 
must do is reclaim a religion that seeks the holiness of 
desiring and doing God’s will. It is this which is truly 
meritorious. Man is called to be religious in the sense of 
seeking to know the true God and what his will for man is, 
with the resolve to do it. Religion, Cardinal Newman once 
wrote, is essentially a matter of authority and obedience. 
He was saying that it should involve a true 
acknowledgment of God’s sovereign and abiding authority 
over one’s own life and all reality, and a rendering unto 
him of constant obedience. All of this brings us to our 
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Gospel today (Mark 7:1-13). Our Lord does not accuse the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the Law of lacking religion 

— they were, after all, religious professionals. But there is 
nothing exceptionally meritorious about being “religious” 

— it is natural, and of course the social and public life of 
Israel was imbued with “religion.” What our Lord 
condemned was that their religion did not lead to a true 
recognition of God’s authority, and to obedience to his 
declared will. What God wanted was being substituted by 
what they wanted. “You have let go of the commands of 
God and are holding on to the traditions of men .... Thus 
you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have 
handed down. And you do many things like that.” 

Of course, we must be religious. But let us 
understand this properly. Religion is the recognition of 
God’s authority, the authority of the God of mercy and 
compassion who has revealed his will for man. That will 
tells us his commandments and the way to salvation and 
heaven. Religion seeks to know, acknowledge and accept 
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this. It sustains a life of obedience to the will of God. As 
our Lord said on one occasion: “Who are my mother and 
my brothers? Anyone who does the will of my Father in 
heaven, he is my brother and sister and mother.” Above 
all, let us do God’s will. 


Second reflection: 

God I remember years ago when visiting Ecuador in 
South America, I met a deacon of that country. A priest 
told me that he was one of the leading poets of Ecuador. I 
saw a small book of poems he had published. Its title was 
(in Spanish) The Silence of God. I was told at the time that 
a leading theme of his poetry was the apparent inaction of 
God in the face of petitions. In 2006 there was a television 
program about the life and writings of the famous English 
author and Christian apologist, C. S. Lewis. His Christian 
faith (which he had come to after atheism and agnosticism) 
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underwent a great shock at the death of his wife. The 
apparent silence of God in the face of his heartfelt prayer 
and need was a great stumbling block to him. At length he 
came to understand God’s inaction and silence as a loving 
gaze from the One who was so far greater than he. That 
gaze summoned him to shed his own notions and to trust in 
God. It is difficult to pray persistently for something if our 
faith is not real and lively. One suspects that most people 
do not pray for much, let alone pray persistently for what 
they need. Why? Basically it is because they do not 
believe that God is really God. God’s so-called “silence” 
has been their stumbling block. They have not gone on 
from this experience to acknowledge that God’s ways are 
far greater than man’s, and so to trust in him. 

When we do not see our petition answered 
immediately, nor in the way we thought best, it does not 
mean that God is silent. He continues to be near, gazing on 
us with love, and intent on answering our prayer in ways 
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beyond expectation. Let us then pray with faith, knowing 
that God is not just one of us, but God. 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:4-9.15-17; Psalm 103; 

Mark 7:14-23 

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, Listen 
to me, everyone, and understand this. Nothing outside a 
man can make him ‘unclean ’ by going into him. Rather, it 
is what comes out of a man that makes him ‘unclean ’. 
After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his 
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disciples asked him about this parable. Are you so dull? he 
asked. Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from 
the outside can make him ‘unclean ’? For it doesn ’t go into 
his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body. 
(In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.) He went 
on: What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean ’. 
For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, 
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All 
these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean ’. 
(Mark 7:14-23) 

The Heart of Man Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
who, between 1905 and 1915 developed the theory of 
general relativity, effected a revolution in physics. For this 
achievement, Einstein is often regarded as the father of 
modern physics. Over the course of his academic career, 
he had a prolific output, publishing more than 300 
scientific papers along with over 150 non-scientific works. 
Einstein expressed views on Judaism, theological 
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determinism, agnosticism, and humanism. He also wrote 
on features of ethics. In respect to religion, it seems he 
preferred Spinoza's god over belief in a personal God. For 
me, as one with little background in physics and 
mathematics, Einstein’s most interesting foray was to use 
(beginning in 1917) his general theory of relativity to 
provide a model of the structure of the universe as a whole. 
He was looking for a basic formula for the entire universe, 
a key around which pivots the cosmos. In 1950 he 
described his “unified field theory” in his paper on a 
“Generalized Theory of Gravitation.” It is agreed that this 
attempt to unify the fundamental forces of the universe in 
some formula was unsuccessful. I have read that Einstein's 
dream of unification motivates modern quests for a theory 
of everything — in particular the string theory, about 
which there have been television documentaries. What is 
interesting is this pursuit in physics and mathematics of a 
theory of everything. If only we could get to the heart of 
all things, that element (formula, equation, key or 
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component) constituting the linchpin of the universe and 
which is its pivot. Now, the same goal has driven various 
schools of philosophy — Einstein was German, and many 
German philosophers over the last few centuries have, 
amid all their obscurities, sought a basic principle of 
reality. In one of his observations in his Philosophical 
Notebook, Blessed John Henry Newman reacted adversely 
against this quest for a single philosophical principle that is 
meant to account for everything. He makes a note that he 
had always disagreed with it. I mention this quest for a 
central hinge, a key pivot, a basic principle, this search for 
something around which will turn a great deal of life and 
the world’s course, as an introduction to our Gospel 
passage today. If there is a fulcrum of the universe, it is 
the heart of man. What do I mean? 

The problem of evil in the world is the standard 
objection against theism. There is no doubt that the 
universe constitutes a problem for the happiness of very 
many. For a tremendous number, age after age, the world 



1812 


is not a happy home and many are crushed by it. But what 
are we to make of this? There have been many answers 
and from reason alone, the jury has always been out. But 
from on high there has come the revelation that there is one 
God and he is the Author of all, and most especially of 
man. He created man in his own image, and that included 
free will. Man used his power of choice to rebel against 
his Maker, and this resulted in a profound dislocation of 
everything. Death entered the world through one man’s 
sin, and death has spread to the whole human race. This is 
a mystery, but it has been revealed. “Cursed is the ground 
because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you .... 
In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return 
to the ground” (Genesis 3:17-19). Because man sinned 
against God, the world became hostile and death arose and 
dragged him down. The point, though, is that the 
fundamental problem of the universe has been and is the 
sin which arises from the heart of man. At the beginning 
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God created man in his own image, and as very good 
(Genesis 1:26.31). It all went awry when man chose to sin. 
The temptation came from without — from the Serpent — 
but the consent to sin came from his own heart. It is from 
the heart of man that both good and evil flow. Thus the 
fulcrum of the universe is the human heart. If the heart of 
man is made right, ultimately the universe will be set on 
the right course and will share in the glory to come. The 
Redeemer came to take away the sin of the world — and 
sin resides in the heart of man. If we must identify a single 
element around which pivots the life and ultimate health of 
the cosmos, it is the heart of man. So it is that our Lord 
says in our Gospel today: “What comes out of a man is 
what makes him ‘unclean’. For from within, out of men's 
hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 
murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, 
slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from 
inside and make a man ‘unclean’” (Mark 7:14-23). 
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Let us understand that the one thing we must do in life 
is conquer our own hearts — which is to say, to conquer 
them for God. But of course, we ourselves cannot conquer 
our hearts alone. We can only do so by the power of God’s 
grace. This is the task of life and everything hinges on the 
success of this enterprise. We must make of our hearts the 
abode of God as the Lord of our lives and of everything we 
choose to do. Religion is supremely a matter of the heart. 
Let us take our stand with Christ, then, and resolve to be 
his disciples in truth. All that we do, in life and at death, 
should be done for the glory of God. 


Second reflection: (Mark 7:14-23) 

Sin and Sanctity Cardinal Newman, one of the 
greatest religious and theological writers of the nineteenth 
century, wrote in his Apologia that he had always been 
greatly oppressed by the thought of the degree of evil in the 
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world. Were it not for the unmistakable testimony of his 
conscience as to the existence of God, the presence of such 
evil would have confirmed him in agnosticism or atheism. 
Testimony such as this from such a religious mind as his 
ought give us pause when considering the scale of evil in 
the world. We are very familiar with the immense natural 
disasters that have rocked modern life — the famines, the 
earthquakes, the cyclones. There are unending wars. 
There is so much suffering. But there is this to consider. 
The greatest disasters and evils occur within the human 
heart. It is there that the worst catastrophes are constantly 
occurring - because the worst catastrophe is sin. Our Lord 
came to take away the sin of the world, St John the Baptist 
told his disciples. It is sin that constitutes the greatest 
offence against God. Indeed, God has revealed that the 
death and destruction which is so manifest around us and 
which constitutes the stumbling block which Newman 
referred to, ultimately stems from the sin of mankind. The 
primary battle of man’s life is the battle to be waged within 
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and over his own heart. It is a vast and unending war, 
when we think of the sea of humanity across the sweep of 
human history. However great might seem the task of 
combating material evil and suffering, the task of 
combating and overcoming the evil of sin is incalculably 
greater. It called for a divine champion to enter the lists on 
our behalf. The ensuing struggle involved immeasurable 
suffering for him but he gained the victory and broke the 
power of sin. Sanctity is now possible for the human race, 
but it requires a tremendous apostolic activity by the whole 
of the Church, especially — especially! — on the part of 
the laity whose mission is the sanctification of the world. 
Their task is to bring Christ to the world of everyday 
secular life. The great evil of sin is overcome by union 
with Christ and living his life. 

Our Lord in today’s Gospel (Mark 7:14-23) refers to 
what comes out of a man’s heart, and how it is this that 
makes all the difference for good or for evil. The Christian 
religion is a religion above all of the heart, in which by the 
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power of God’s grace, the heart of Christ’s disciple is 
transformed into the likeness of Christ’s heart. Let us then 
take up the daily work of our transformation into Christ. 
No other work compares with this. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:18-25; Psalm 127; 

Mark 7:24-30 

Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. 
He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet 
he could not keep his presence secret. In fact, as soon as 
she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was 
possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his feet. The 
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woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She 
begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. First 
let the children eat all they want, he told her, for it is not 
right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs. 
Yes, Lord, she replied, but even the dogs under the table 
eat the children's crumbs. Then he told her, For such a 
reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter. She 
went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. (Mark: 7:24-30) 

The “Signs” If there is one thing which is plain 
from our Gospel scene today it is that our Lord was known 
as a great and effortless worker of extraordinary miracles. 
He could scarcely escape his fame for this feature of his 
ministry, although he worked constantly to prevent his 
being seen primarily, let alone simply, as a miracle-worker. 
In our scene today, our Lord is escaping from the hubbub 
of his intense work and disappears into the region of Tyre 
(some manuscripts add ‘and Sidon’) with his disciples. 
Mark tells us that he entered a house to remain even more 
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hidden — but it was impossible. Somehow word got 
around and out came the Syro-Phoenician woman. She 
wanted one thing from Jesus: it was a miracle. She knew 
she could get it from him because he was a good and holy 
man and so would be good to her, and he was powerful 
before God. He could get anything for her from God — 
and she wanted her daughter delivered from the demon. It 
was yet another instance of the fame of Jesus for his 
miracles and his power over the devils. So striking was 
this power over the demonic that at one point his enemies 
among the religious aristocracy accused him of being in 
league with Satan. It was precisely this power of working 
miracles which was being heard of beyond the borders of 
Galilee and Judea, and our Gentile woman is an instance of 
how this fame of Jesus of Nazareth was spreading. Had his 
public career not been by God’s plan so short, my own 
guess is that word of it would have spread further. The 
point here, though, is that Christ displayed effortless and 
enormous power over nature and the demonic. It was a 
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striking sign that he was sent by God. As Nicodemus, a 
Pharisee and one of the leaders of the Jews readily 
admitted — addressing him as “Rabbi” — “we know that 
you are a teacher who comes from God; for no one could 
do these signs that you do, unless God is with him” (John 
3:2). Despite this, many of the best educated in the 
Scriptures refused to recognize that he came from God, 
despite “these signs.” There were others who saw the 
“signs” and did not get beyond them to real faith in him. 
For instance, even many his disciples left him when he 
taught what was beyond natural reason: the holy Eucharist. 
It was too much for them (John 6:60). 

The miracles had real importance. Our Lord appealed 
to them in the presence of his enemies: “If I am not doing 
the works of my Father, then do not believe me; but if I do 
them, even though you do not believe me, believe the 
works, that you may know and understand that the Father 
is in me and I am in the Father. Again they tried to arrest 
him ...” (John 10:37-38). That was with his enemies. He 
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said the same thing to the Twelve. At the Last Supper our 
Lord, in response to Philip’s request that he show them the 
Father, said that “the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me; or else believe me for the sake of the works 
themselves. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in 
me will also do the works that I do, and greater works than 
these will he do, because I go to the Father” (John 14:10- 
12). There is no-one in the annals of history who displayed 
such a power for miracles as did Jesus Christ. In the case of 
those who have worked miracles in his name, he was the 
unseen worker of those miracles. The miracles showed 
that God was with and in him — indeed, as it turned out, 
that he himself was God the Creator become man. Setting 
aside the further and, indeed, more important matters of the 
supernatural character of his teaching and the surpassing 
holiness of his life — who can match this? What has 
Confucius to show, or Buddha, or Zoroaster, or Mahomet, 
in terms of miracles that manifest the presence of the 
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Creator in all that is done and claimed? Can our Muslim 
brothers and sisters point to an instance of Mahomet 
raising someone from the dead, or calming a tempest in the 
midst of a vast inland lake, at a word? Did Mahomet expel 
demons? Did he grant sight to a person born blind? Christ 
forgave sins, and then instantly — to prove his authority to 
do this — effected a remarkable cure of a paralytic. Above 
all, what can possibly equal Christ’s prediction of his 
death, his prediction of the circumstances of it, and his 
rising from the dead by his own power, and on the 
predicted day — the third day? There is nothing like this 
anywhere, and even the prophet designated by Christ as the 
greatest — John the Baptist — had nothing of these “signs” 
to his credit. 

St Jerome wrote that ignorance of the Scriptures is 
ignorance of Christ. What he was saying is that the 
contemplation of the contents of the Scriptures, especially 
the Gospels, gives us a true realization of the Person of 
Jesus Christ. Let us contemplate all aspects of what the 
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Gospels present of him, including his miracles — of which 
we have an instance in our Gospel today (Mark:7:24-30). 
Let us contemplate him, and contemplating him come to 
know and love him — not merely the Jesus of history, but 
the living Jesus now, who is head of his body the Church. 


Second reflection 

Fidelity Most have heard of the sad end of 

Solomon, so famous for his gift of wisdom. JJe began his 
career as king with such promise, choosing wisely and 
being abundantly blessed by God. But gradually he sank 
into the most serious of sins, being led astray into 
deliberate idolatry. That his idolatry was deliberate we can 
see from the very text. We read that “The LORD became 
angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away 
from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to 
him twice. Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow 
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other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD’S command.” 
(1 Kings 11) He violated the very first and most pivotal of 
the commandments of the covenant. David ended his days 
faithful to the Lord, while his son Solomon did not. 
Solomon’s path proved to be the pattern for so many of the 
kings of Israel, and indeed for much of the history of the 
people itself. The national fragmentation which Solomon 
drew down upon his people because of his sins also proved 
to be the pattern for much of the history of Israel. But God 
was faithful, showing his fidelity and his mercy in 
preserving as a remnant the tribe of Judah. All through the 
history of God’s people the Scriptures reveal that pattern at 
work — the infidelity of the people and the fidelity of God. 
From the remnant, the tribe of Judah, would come the 
salvation long promised. As our Lord said to the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well, salvation was from the 
Jews. From Judah would come the blessing for all the 
nations of the earth. God the Son, born of Mary and 
sprung from the tribe of Judah, came to endure all that our 
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sins deserved. By his fidelity he made up for our infidelity, 
and by means of this expiation God established the new 
and eternal covenant. 

By this new covenant we have received the gift of 
God’s Spirit to enable us to be truly faithful. Let us learn 
from the sad example of Solomon to strive to be faithful, 
and let us learn from the merciful fidelity of God the great 
lesson that we can constantly trust in him. Let us always 
begin again. So then, now I begin! 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:1-8; Psalm 31; 

Mark 7:31-37 

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through 
Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the 
Decapolis. There some people brought to him a man who 
was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to 
place his hand on the man. After he took him aside, away 



1828 


from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. 
Then he spat and touched the man's tongue. He looked up 
to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, Ephphatha! 
(which means, Be opened!). At this, the man's ears were 
opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak 
plainly. Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the 
more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. People 
were overwhelmed with amazement. He has done 
everything well, they said. He even makes the deaf hear 
and the mute speak. (Mark 7:31-37) 

Our Model In Mark’s account of the public 

ministry of Jesus, the sequence is as follows. After John 
the Baptist’s arrest, Jesus returns to Galilee and begins his 
work in earnest. He calls his disciples by the Sea of 
Galilee, teaches, exorcises demons and heals many in 
Capernaum — proceeding on throughout Galilee. He 
returns to Capernaum, teaching, healing, even forgiving 
sins, calling disciples and disputing with the scribes and 
Pharisees. Great multitudes are following him and he 
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teaches them, with his enemies now in tow and sowing 
criticism. We notice that he is beginning to teach the 
crowds by parables only — the explanation being left to his 
disciples. We also read that he gets away from it all with 
his disciples, sailing across to the “country of the 
Gerasenes” on the eastern side of the Lake. It is at the 
threshold of the Decapolis region. In Mark’s sequence, 
this is our Lord’s first visit during his public ministry to an 
area beyond the chosen people. Seeking a retreat with his 
closest disciples in the nearby pagan or semi-pagan 
territory, he is immediately confronted with the man 
possessed by “Legion.” Christ sovereignly drives the 
demons out, permitting them to enter the herd of pigs that 
is close by. His good deed leads to his being asked to leave 
by the benighted inhabitants (Mark 5:17), so he leaves the 
Decapolis — but with the ex-demoniac as a now-active 
disciple in the region (5:20). His rest with his disciples is 
cut short, and his ministry once again resumes in Galilee. 
There is the usual rhythm of healings, exorcisms, powerful 
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teaching, and his now sending the Twelve ahead of him 
with a share in his own powers. People pursue him for his 
miracles, while the hostility and criticism of the scribes and 
Pharisees continues to mount. This is the general pattern 
of his work in Galilee to this point. We notice, as has been 
mentioned, Christ’s periodic visits to pagan territory. 
There was the brief excursion to “the country of the 
Gerasenes” to the east. There was also the visit to “the 
region of Tyre (and Sidon)” to the north-west where he was 
prevailed upon by the Syro-Phoenician woman to exorcise 
her daughter from a demon. Perhaps the word was now out 
in that pagan area, and once again he left, this time passing 
through or in “the region of the Decapolis.” 

Mark writes that from Tyre he “went through Sidon to 
the Sea of Galilee, through (or in) the region of the 
Decapolis.” The Greek is not altogether clear about the 
route, but it appears quite circuitous. Perhaps our Lord was 
taking his time in order to instruct the Twelve. He was 
heading for the Lake to get across to Galilee, but it seems 
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he was doing so via the Decapolis region. Nor are we told 
exactly where in “the region of the Decapolis” our Lord 
paused. Arriving there in that pagan area he was presented 
with a man seriously impaired in hearing and speech. 
Incidentally, this detail among many such shows that the 
Gospels do not attribute all illnesses to the demons, though 
some are attributed to them. When our Lord healed the 
woman who was bent double, he said that Satan had held 
her bound all those years. There is no mention of Satan 
causing this man’s physical afflictions. But what arrests 
our attention here is the unusual way in which Christ 
chooses to exercise his divine power. All that the man’s 
friends and other onlookers wanted was for him to “lay his 
hand upon him.” That would be enough as far as they were 
concerned. But no. Our Lord, “taking him aside from the 
multitude privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and 
looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said to him, 
‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And his ears were 
opened and his tongue was released” (Mark 7:33-35). Why 
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did our Lord go through all this seeming rigmarole? We 
are not told and so we do not know. We can only 
speculate, and we ought not take too seriously our own 
speculations. Being Mark’s account, Peter (his likely 
source) may well have been present as witness to the event. 
Some have suggested it may have been part of Christ’s 
gradual instruction to the Twelve about features of their 
future sacramental ministry. I suspect it was also his 
response to the very particular circumstance he was in. He 
did not want acclaim, least of all in this pagan territory. 
Nor did he want reports of magic spreading among non- 
Jewish folk. So he took the man “aside from the multitude 
privately,” and when it was all over he commanded “them 
to tell no one.” Further, by means of this process, perhaps 
Christ also wished to give a truly personal touch to the 
deaf-mute man. So he gave to his action a gradual 
character that would have sunk into the heart of the man 
and left an unforgettable memory. In all things, the all¬ 
holy Christ was the Good Shepherd. 
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The response of the people is one that can give us a 
perspective in all our contemplation of the Person of Jesus 
Christ. “People were overwhelmed with amazement. He 
has done everything well, they said. He even makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak” (Mark 7:31-37). He did all 
things well — they would not have realized the depth of 
truth that was in their spontaneous remark. When Caiaphas 
said that it was better for one man to die for the nation than 
for the nation to perish, he also did not realize the depth of 
truth his words expressed. So too in our passage today: 
Christ’s deeds were absolutely admirable and perfect. He 
is the model for mankind, the greatest Man who ever lived, 
the truly perfect man, the man without defect, our Brother 
and our God. Let him be the object of our constant 
contemplation and inspiration, our model forever. He, our 
model, did all things well. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 7:24-30) 

Prayer of Faith Once again, in today’s Gospel 
according to St Mark, we are presented with an account of 
one of our Lord’s many healings. The man was deaf and 
he had an impediment in his speech. The man was brought 
to our Lord by others, and they asked him to lay his healing 
hand on the deaf man. Now, as we read this account we 
are struck by the variety of ways in which our Lord grants 
petitions. In yesterday’s Gospel (Mark 7:24-30) a pagan 
woman pursued our Lord with loud and repeated cries that 
he cast out the demon from her daughter. Our Lord’s 
response? He delayed, was silent, and initially rebuffed 
her. Then he granted her persistent petition. Why did he 
do this? We can offer guesses, but we are not explicitly 
told. By contrast, on another occasion all that a woman did 
was to reach out and touch his garment and she was healed. 
Again, on yet another occasion at the village of Nain 
nobody explicitly asked for a favour, but our Lord 
spontaneously raised the young man from the dead and 
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gave him back to his mother. On this occasion today our 
Lord takes the deaf man away in private and goes through 
a relatively complex process of restoring his hearing and 
speech (Mark 7:31-37). Why did he do this? We are not 
told. So then, if we have the faith to ask Christ for a favour 
(and many do not have the faith to do this) we may have a 
certain expectation as to how God might answer the prayer. 
But then when he does not answer it in this way, or when 
he answers it only gradually, or when he appears not to 
answer it, we may be tempted to give up our faith and our 
expectations as being futile. 

But asking God for what we need is not futile. It is 
just that God’s ways are not man’s ways, and even in the 
Gospel we see how our Lord answers in a variety of ways 
the petitions put to him. So, when we pray for what we 
need, we must remember that we are praying to God and 
not to someone who is more or less a projection of 
ourselves. Let us never give up on prayer, including the 
prayer of petition because of the appearances. The prayer 
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of faith can move mountains, but it must be prayer based 
on faith and not on appearances. 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-24; Psalm 89; 

Mark 8:1-10 

During those days another large crowd gathered. 
Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to 
him and said, I have compassion for these people; they 
have already been with me three days and have nothing to 
eat. If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the 
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way, because some of them have come a long distance. His 
disciples answered, But where in this remote place can 
anyone get enough bread to feed them? How many loaves 
do you have ? Jesus asked. Seven, they replied. He told the 
crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the 
seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave 
them to his disciples to set before the people, and they did 
so. They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for 
them also and told the disciples to distribute them. The 
people ate and were satisfied. Afterwards the disciples 
picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. About four thousand men were present. And having 
sent them away, he got into the boat with his disciples and 
went to the region of Dalmanutha. (Mark 8:1-10) 

Creator and Lord We have various terms for 
human actions. One word for this is “to create.” We speak 
of “creating” a work of art, or even of “creating” trouble 
for someone. An artist or some other person of action may 
be referred to as “creative.” Thus far, it is just a matter of 
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current terminology. In anthropological literature on the 
Australian Aboriginal religion, the beings of the Dreaming 
are often called “creators” — because by their activities 
they arranged the land and the world. Within Christian 
theological and philosophical thought, the word “to create” 
is restricted to an act whereby the entire substance of a 
thing is brought into existence from a state of 
non-existence. When it is a question of a thing altering in 
its state or nature from one kind of thing to another — say, 
from a living being to a dead corpse, or from a block of 
wood to a pile of smoke and cinders — then the word 
“change” is used. An agent will have “changed” 
something into a new substance by acting on it in some 
way, rather than having “created” the new substance. It is 
thus an agent of change, rather than a creator. This is the 
kind of action we observe in our human experience, and of 
which we are capable. I clearly remember reading in a 
science book when I was in my early teens the statement 
that matter cannot be created nor destroyed. It can only be 
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changed. For some reason, the sentence was unforgettable 
to me. I think I can even visualize and remember the page 
and very type in which that sentence was written — there 
was nothing religious about it. It was written as a plain 
scientific fact, but of course, and perhaps unbeknown to its 
author, it had religious implications. I suppose the author 
would also have written, if called upon to do so, that 
nothing can come out of nothing. If anything new is to 
appear, it will be the result of something or someone acting 
on something else to change it into something new. I 
mention this to highlight the relative originality of the 
Judeo-Christian doctrine of the “creation” of the world out 
of no single thing whatsoever. It escaped the greatest 
pagan philosophers and, as far as I am aware, has not been 
a feature of the religions of man and their conceptions of 
the divine — because it is altogether beyond human 
experience. 

Consider the grand declaration of the mother of the 
Maccabees: “I beseech you, my son, look upon heaven and 
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earth, and all that is in them, and consider that God made 
them out of nothing, and mankind also , so you shall not 
fear this tormentor (2 Maccabees 7:28). One has only 
to compare the various biblical statements of God’s 
creative work with that narrated on the clay tablets 
unearthed from the ruins of Babylon to see the sublimity of 
God as Creator. The early Church and the Fathers and 
Doctors of the Church repeat the doctrine of God as the 
almighty creator, who creates from nothing. He wills, and 
things come to be. For man, immersed in his limited 
experience, the thought of creation from nothing is a 
remarkable thought. When Christ raised a person from the 
dead — as with Lazarus after four days in the tomb — 
there would surely have to have been, at some level of the 
process, a creation from nothing of the elements necessary 
for Lazarus to be called instantly from the tomb. It was the 
same with the dead young man at the village of Nain: from 
death he was instantly raised and given back to his mother 
in full health. All of this brings us to our Gospel today 



1842 


(Mark 8:1-10) because among the features of Christ’s 
miracles, there is the element of divine creation. Consider 
what happened. There was a large crowd — “About four 
thousand men were present,” we read. Doubtlessly they 
were all hungry. Christ was presented with a handful of 
food: “How many loaves do you have? Jesus asked. 
Seven, they replied.” They had a few small fish as well. 
So, we read, “he gave thanks for them also and told the 
disciples to distribute them. The people ate and were 
satisfied. Afterwards the disciples picked up seven 
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.” Visualize 
the scene: each of the Twelve, Judas included, went forth 
among the crowd with a tiny portion of food. It multiplied 
as they distributed it. There was no “change” here: it was 
manifestly an ongoing coming into being of bread and fish, 
sufficient and more for the crowd. At the end it was 
discovered that there were “seven basketfuls of broken 
pieces that were left over.” It was manifestly a case of 
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creation from nothing, something which God alone could 
do. 


Let us place ourselves in the company of Jesus Christ 
and contemplate him with a heart of faith. Let us not 
dismiss his miracles: they are signs, as John is wont to refer 
to them in his Gospel. They are signs of his glory, and in 
them he let his glory be seen, the glory of the Only- 
Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. He is the 
Light of the world, the One of whom the Father said from 
the bright cloud that he is his beloved Son. Listen to him! 
he said. Let us love to gaze upon him wherever the 
Gospels portray him in his ministry. Let us draw near to 
him and learn to love and follow him with all our heart, 
right to the end whatever be the cost. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 8:1-10) 

A God Involved There is one interesting feature 
which we notice time and again in the religion of primal 
peoples. It is that the highest god seems to be remote and 
withdrawn, and little concerned with the common and 
everyday needs of the people. This is left to a variety of 
lesser gods or spirits. Now, while we could consider the 
significance of this in the light of Revelation, we ought 
also notice that this receding action of the highest god in 
people’s imagination is not a phenomenon peculiar to 
primal peoples. I refer to the prevalence of deism. While 
it was especially in the eighteenth century that the deist 
philosophy had greatest sway, one gets the impression that 
for great numbers of people in our modern Western culture, 
God is remote and uninvolved. That is their image of him. 
They might grant that as the Creator he began the world 
and sustains its laws, but their constant assumption and 
fundamental image is of a God who leaves the world 
largely to its own physical laws and devices, or to lesser 
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forces. The Christian religion is the antithesis of this in 
that God continually sustains all, and today’s Gospel 
reveals a God who is indeed involved in man’s ordinary 
needs. We are presented with the scene of our Lord being 
followed by a great crowd for three days. What is his 
attitude to them? His heart is filled with compassion for 
their needs. They are hungry and lack anything to eat, and 
so he proceeds to feed them with a great miracle (Mark 
8:1-10). The scene is a revelation of God’s concern for and 
involvement in the ordinary needs of his children. He is 
not a God who disregards our needs, even though time and 
again how this is played out is shrouded in mystery, for 
there is an abundance of evil in the world. 

This fact of evil makes it ever so important that we 
shape our image of God not by natural appearances but by 
his own historical Revelation. Let us then form and 
nourish our image of God by contemplating the figure of 
Jesus in the Scriptures and in the Church’s Tradition. The 
way to God is pre-eminently through the human nature of 
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Jesus. God became man in order that we might go to him. 
In Jesus, God has come to us and made himself known. 
No-one comes to the Father but by me, Christ said. God is 
a God of loving involvement in the world, and of constant 
care for us his children. He is a transcendent God, yes, but 
an immanent God too. 
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Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O 
God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 13:1-2.44-46; Psalm 32:1-2, 

5, 11; 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1; Mark 1:40-45 

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on 
his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean. ” 
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Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and 
touched the man. “I am willing, ” he said. “Be clean!” 
Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. Jesus 
sent him away at once with a strong warning: ‘‘See that 
you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the 
priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for 
your cleansing, as a testimony to them. ” Instead he went 
out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a 
result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but 
stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to 
him from everywhere. (Mark 1:40-45) 

Obedience and Authority We are bom into the 
social setting which is our family, we grow up in various 
social settings, and we live out our lives in various social 
settings. These settings are our family, school, workplace, 
friends and acquaintances, our parish. Whichever it is, we 
can hardly live life without living in a community of one 
kind or another. Part and parcel of living in any 
community will be living subject to some form of 
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authority. Within the family, the parents have the 
responsibility of exercising authority, and children of 
respecting it. Within the school, the principal and staff 
exercise various degrees of authority, and pupils should 
respect it. In the workplace there are some who exercise 
some kind of authority, and many others who ought respect 
and obey it. So too in the nation and also in the Church. 
The fact is that by divine arrangement human society 
cannot be properly ordered nor can it prosper unless some 
are invested with legitimate authority. These persons 
protect the common good of all and preserve the 
institutions of society. By God’s plan every human 
community needs an established and recognized authority. 
What then ought be our attitude to authority, inasmuch as it 
is necessarily part of our life? The danger is that, living in 
a democracy in which those who exercise authority are 
constantly and publicly criticised, our attitude to authority 
will often tend instinctively to be grudging and reluctant. 
This has at times reached the point of some developing, 
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espousing and promoting a philosophy of anarchism. The 
properly-formed Christian will recognise that legitimate 
authority comes directly or indirectly from God, and that 
by respecting legitimate authority we are respecting God. 
He recognizes that wherever authority is legitimately 
exercised over us, there God is touching our lives by 
making known his will. If we are intent every day on 
doing the will of God and of showing our love for him by 
serving him generously, we know that we are able to do 
this by obeying the legitimate authorities that bear on the 
various dimensions of our life. A most important means of 
living in union with God during each day is to respect with 
our cordial obedience the legitimate authorities that are 
placed over us in our everyday life. 

Of course, it is often not that simple, because those 
entrusted with the authority that ultimately comes from 
God often exercise it in at least partially sinful ways. 
Blindly to follow the directives of authority in society 
could mean collaborating in things which are intrinsically 
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sinful. An example might be if a Government passes a law 
allowing the prescription by doctors of deadly abortion 
pills. To obey such a law would be to participate in an 
extremely sinful act - and so, must not be obeyed. On the 
scaffold. Saint Thomas More declared that he died “the 
king's good servant, but God’s first.” However, the 
Christian, while knowing that authority can be sinfully 
exercised, will nevertheless respect authority as something 
that comes from the will and plan of God. Authority in 
society enables the members of society to please God in 
their daily life in the world precisely by means of their civil 
obedience. It also means that the one invested with some 
authority has the responsibility of serving God by 
governing and administering in a way pleasing to God and 
not just arbitrarily. In all of this the Christian has the 
example of our Lord himself to inspire and guide him. At 
the age of twelve, having shown to Mary and Joseph who 
had been seeking him that he obeyed his heavenly Father, 
Jesus went down to Nazareth and was, we read in the 
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Gospel of St Luke, subject to their authority. Then in his 
public ministry, even though he was being persecuted by 
the religious authorities because of his teachings, he 
nevertheless respected their authority. In our Gospel today 
(Mark 1:40-45) he tells the leper he had cured to go off and 
report to the priest and make the offering as prescribed by 
Moses as evidence of his recovery. In this instance, our 
Lord respected the legitimate authority given by God to the 
priests to certify a healing. So, too, in relation to the 
authority of the state, he told the religious leaders that one 
should render to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to 
God what belongs to God. And then in the presence of 
Pilate he told him that the authority he had was given to 
him from above. The lay person whose mission is to serve 
Christ in the world ought have a lively sense of the fact that 
in obeying legitimate authority in the various spheres of 
daily life, be it in the family, in the world and in his parish, 
he is serving God and showing his love for him. In like 
manner and of high importance, one should render 
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religious obedience to the teaching authority of the Church, 
which Christ founded to teach and minister in his name. 

So then, respect for authority is a very important 
means of keeping in union with God in daily life. In the 
Person of Jesus there is a wonderful example for the person 
who is called upon to exercise authority, and a wonderful 
example for the person who is called upon to respect and 
obey it. Christ is more than an example. He lives in us by 
grace. Cardinal Newman once wrote that the essence of 
religion is authority and obedience. Let us pray for the 
grace to recognise God in the authority that is legitimately 
exercised over us, just as Christ would. If we ourselves 
exercise that authority over others, let us do so just as 
Christ would. 

Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church no. 
1897-1904 (Authority) 
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Monday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O 
God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 4:1-15.25; Psalm 49; 

Mark 8:11-13 

The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To 
test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed 
deeply and said, Why does this generation ask for a 
miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, no sign will be given 
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to it. Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed 
to the other side. (Mark 8:11-13) 

Behold The Man To say the very least, the mere 
fact that suddenly, out of nowhere as it were, a powerful 
movement appeared from within the midst of Judaism 
claiming that a dead and risen man was the great God of 
Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses and the Prophets — 
Yahweh himself — was an extraordinary phenomenon. 
This was not just a (Jesus) “movement” — it was a definite 
and structured body with a Message. For this most 
unlikely of events (the unique Message of the infant 
Church), something extraordinary must have occurred. 
There were other striking features of the Church’s claim. 
This Man Jesus was the one God, yes, but the one God 
(Yahweh) was not just this one Person. There were three 
divine Persons, each of whom was the same one God of the 
Prophets. Further, by his shameful death he had effected 
the redemption of the world and the benefits of this came 
to each person who believed in him and was baptized into 
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his Church. Who could have dreamed up such a system 
involving mysteries beyond human ken, while defying 
rational attack and winning some of the best minds to its 
cause — Saul of Tarsus being an obvious example? It was 
defenceless, it carried no sword nor mounted any chariot, 
but decade by decade it gained ground, despite persecution. 
It could not be put down — it seemed to know that the 
gates of Hell would not prevail. At the heart of the whole 
business was the undying thought of the Man Jesus, the 
proclamation of his divinity, and the Blessing of 
redemption and sanctification that he had brought. It was 
no mere myth — it was for real and those involved were 
prepared to stake their lives on the matter. The core of it 
was that the historical Man Jesus was said to be the great 
God of Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses and the Prophets. 
There had been an Incarnation. God had become man, the 
Word had become flesh. People had seen his glory, the 
glory of the Only-Begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. He had suffered, died, risen, and was in glory yet 
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living in the midst of his Church as its head. His divine 
Spirit - a third divine Person - fuelled the Church’s 
dynamism in its life and proclamation. It was an amazing 
phenomenon and the Empire became profoundly 
concerned, for it would mean a new foundation to 
everything. It did not like what it saw and heard, and the 
linchpin of the matter was the Incarnation. All the gods 
were being threatened, and for Judaism too a very new 
interpretation was now proposed. 

The revelation of the Incarnation requires a lifetime of 
appreciation. We can never take it for granted, just as we 
can never take other Christian mysteries for granted, such 
as that of the holy Eucharist. But at the heart of it all is the 
Incarnation: God becoming man. The Christian nurtures in 
his heart the thought of the living Jesus, once walking 
among us and now abiding in his Church. He, man as he 
truly is, is God. This brings us to our Gospel passage today 
in which our Lord is once again confronted by his enemies 
and critics who this time demand a heavenly spectacle of 
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power as proof of his claims. “The Pharisees came and 
began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a 
sign from heaven.” Let us notice what then happened. Our 
Lord emitted a profound sigh and simply left them. It was 
a profoundly human reaction, and for me it is a further 
demonstration of the absolutely authentic character of the 
Incarnation. This second divine Person of the most holy 
Trinity had truly become man, and we see him uttering 
from the depths of his heart a sigh of utter frustration. “He 
sighed deeply and said, Why does this generation ask for a 
miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, no sign will be given 
to it. Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed 
to the other side” (Mark 8:11-13). The Greek for Christ’s 
“sigh” suggests a profound groan: ( anastenaxas: ana — up 
from the depths, and stenazn — groan). It comes from his 
spirit (tn pneumati ), which means from the core of his 
inner life. This reaction of Christ to stubborn sin is 
profoundly human in its emotional manifestation. On 
another occasion in the same Gospel, Mark tells us that 
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Christ “looked around at them with anger, grieved at their 
hardness of heart” (Mark 3:5). This “anger” shows 
Christ’s humanity. Christ preaches in his home town and 
is amazed at their lack of faith (Mark 6:6). Or again, he is 
amazed at the degree of faith possessed by the pagan 
centurion (Luke 7:1-10). Christ’s amazement is indicative 
of the genuineness of the Incarnation. At times we see him 
acting divinely as when he commanded the storms at a 
word, or raised a dead person to life. At times we see him 
acting very humanly as in our Gospel today. At times he 
acts according to both human and divine natures. He cured 
the sick woman at her touch of his garment, and then 
looked around to learn who it was. 

God truly took to himself a human nature, and 
thereupon possessed, in addition to his divine nature, a 
human nature with its human soul, mind and will. The 
Incarnation is the most wonderful thing in all of human 
history. There walked a man who was God. He is our 
Saviour, our Brother, our Friend. He shares his life with us 
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when we accept his word and enter into union with him by 
faith and the Sacraments of the Church. Union with him is 
the essence of membership in the Kingdom of God. Let us 
understand that in Christ is to be found every heavenly 
blessing. He is the one and only way to the Father, the 
means of life everlasting. Let us accept and live his 
message with all our heart. 


Second reflection: 

Suffering All through life the natural tendency is to 
avoid difficulty and to hate suffering. This is normal and 
natural, but inasmuch as difficulty and suffering are so 
much part of life and indeed are unavoidable — especially 
if we take our responsibilities seriously and truly work at 
them — the challenge will be to find meaning in difficulty 
and suffering. Otherwise happiness will not be possible. 
Very many see no meaning in suffering, and this finds 
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expression in so many ways. There are those who find 
little meaning in work when it is burdensome. Many see 
no meaning in ill-health, and we see the consequences of 
this in the widespread push for euthanasia. In his Letter, St 
James makes it clear that there is meaning in suffering, 
provided it is borne in the process of doing what is right. 
He tells us that we shall always have our trials, but when 
they come, how ought we look upon them? They ought be 
looked upon not just as a burden but, St James teaches, as 
“a happy privilege”. Let us always remember this when 
trials come: our trials are a “happy privilege” — and he 
assures us that they will “always” come. Moreover, St 
James tells us that when trials come our faith is being “put 
to the test to make you patient” and that patience will lead 
to Christian maturity “with nothing missing” (James ch. 1). 
The sufferings that God allows will enable us to advance to 
our full potential in Christ. Trials are not a purely negative 
phenomenon, but rather they contribute to our progress in 
God’s sight. 
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Every day we have difficulties which at times will 
become real trials. Let us use them to remain united with 
Christ in his trials, which is to say in his Passion and Death 
which redeemed the world. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O 
God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 6:5-8; 7:1-5.10; Psalm 28; 
Mark 8:14-21 

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for 
one loaf they had with them in the boat. Be careful, Jesus 
warned them. Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and 
that of Herod. They discussed this with one another and 
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said, It is because we have no bread. Aware of their 
discussion, Jesus asked them: Why are you talking about 
having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, 
and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? 
When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 
many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up ? Twelve, they 
replied. And when I broke the seven loaves for the four 
thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up ? 
They answered, Seven. He said to them, Do you still not 
understand? (Mark 8:14-21) 

The Truth “Awareness” is something we all know 
from constant experience — it is so basic an activity and so 
fundamental to all that we do that we find ourselves 
defining the term by recourse to its synonyms. I suppose 
we could say that “awareness” is, broadly, the state or 
ability to perceive, to “feel”, or to be conscious of events, 
or objects or sensory patterns. In such a definition we are 
saying that awareness is a form of perception or 
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consciousness — and our use of these synonyms shows 
how basic an activity awareness is. Further, we are 
conscious of being aware of things, and we are conscious 
that we can have an understanding of the things of which 
we are aware. Awareness is a simple perception of 
something, while understanding involves a more advanced 
grasp of its nature. I can be very aware of something in 
front of me because I can see, hear, smell, touch or even 
taste it. But I may have very little understanding of it. A 
child may be very aware of something coming towards her, 
but lack all understanding of it — it is, say, a large python 
snake. Consider, then, the phenomenon of awareness. The 
universe is unbelievably vast and it occupies the attention 
of great numbers of astronomers and a huge battery of 
technology across the globe. But the stars, the galaxies, the 
planets, the meteors, the seemingly endless range of matter 
all lack one simple thing: awareness. The seas, the lands 
and the mountains that cover such a proportion of our 
globe all lack, of course, awareness. Many classes of 
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living things — such as the trees and the crops — lack 
awareness. A great threshold is crossed when we pass 
from the mighty cosmos of mere physical and living matter 
to the tiniest creature that is in some sense aware of things. 
It possesses rudimentary consciousness which the cosmos 
of matter does not. In this sense, the smallest animal 
surpasses a galaxy. Further, just as there is an ascending 
complexity within the world of mere matter, so there is an 
ascending power of awareness within the world of 
conscious things. A tiny goldfish has a certain level of 
awareness, but this cannot compare with the awareness of 
what to do which is possessed by, say, a gifted sheep-dog. 
Plainly, the cosmos shows an ascending direction towards 
higher and higher awareness. 

But this ascending awareness or consciousness which 
distinguishes the world reaches a new climax in what, to 
that point, it did not possess. I refer to understanding. The 
most sophisticated animals transcend brute matter because 
of their instinctive awareness. But a new threshold is 
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crossed with the appearance of understanding. Man stands 
forth as one who can understand what he is aware of, and 
on the basis of his understanding he can make free choices. 
He can strive to understand more deeply what he is aware 
of (including his own self), and on the basis of this he can 
make better choices. He can distinguish and abstract and 
categorize. He can classify and see what is the root feature 
of the things he is aware of. He can reason to what various 
phenomena imply. Manifestly, all this is oriented towards 
the grasp of the truth of things. Man is at the pinnacle of 
the cosmos because he possesses not only awareness but 
the power to understand and grasp the truth. The “truth” is 
a broad notion, embracing not only concrete facts but their 
true meaning. Now, what is most significant is that man’s 
understanding brings with it a responsibility: he must 
choose in accord with the truth. He knows he has a duty to 
seek the truth and to abide by it. All this is well and good, 
and indeed is fairly evident. There is a profound 
complication, however, and it sets everything awry. It is 
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that while man manifestly has the power to know the truth, 
and while this sets him atop the cosmos as its master and 
champion, all too often he fails in what distinguishes him. 
He can fail to perceive the truth. He is manifestly in error 
very, very frequently, and while this can happen despite his 
best efforts, it often happens culpably. That is to say, it is 
often due to the state of his heart. He does not want to 
know, serve and submit to the truth. All of this brings us to 
our Gospel today (Mark 8:14-21), in which our Lord 
speaks of perception and understanding. Speaking to his 
very disciples, our Lord says, “Why are you talking about 
having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, 
and ears but fail to hear? And don't you remember?” Our 
Lord is lamenting their lack of understanding, and he asks 
if it is not because their hearts are hardened. His loving 
lament reminds us how we must strive to know the truth. 

We must strive to live in the truth. This is a moral 
imperative. It is not some casual option. Knowing the 
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truth, accepting it, submitting to it, living according to it, 
obeying it, ensuring that our hearts are such that we are 
able to perceive the truth — all this is what distinguishes 
the endowments of man and sets him on the mountain in 
respect to the rest of the world. It is what makes him not 
only a man but a better and better man. Indeed, Christ 
described himself as the Truth — I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. He came to bear witness to the truth about 
himself and us. Our vocation in life is to accept him as the 
Truth and to live in him totally. 


Second reflection: (Mark 8:14-21) 

Be on Guard One of the very intriguing 

phenomena of societies, especially those shaped by 
Western culture, is the profound and radical differences of 
opinion obtaining among men and women. That there is an 
objective truth (whatever it might be) ought be self- 




1870 


evident, and yet despite the fact that human beings have 
minds that are designed to attain the truth, men differ 
radically from one another in matters of the highest and 
most pressing import. Inasmuch as contradictory 
propositions cannot both be correct, it means that many 
people are wrong. They lack perception in respect to 
matters of the greatest import. Many instances of this 
could be cited — such as the claim of many that there is no 
God and that Christ was purely a man. One of the most 
fundamental needs of life is to attain the light of truth, and 
yet lack of perception is a fact of human nature and of 
human society. Our Lord confronted this problem (of 
blindness and lack of understanding) among his own 
disciples. In our Gospel today (Mark 8:14-21), he warned 
them against the lead that was being given by the Pharisees 
and the Herodians (the yeast of Herod), and he upbraided 
them for their lack of perception. Does our Lord offer 
advice on how to guard against the danger of blindness? 
Yes, for he warns his disciples to be on guard and to watch: 
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“Keep your eyes open and be on guard against the yeast of 
the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.” At various times 
our Lord asks for vigilance in his disciples. In our passage 
today, our Lord’s words imply that a failure in vigilance 
will result in a lack of perception. 

So then, let us constantly ask the Holy Spirit for the 
gift of wisdom whereby we might attain the light of truth 
and live by it. We are called to be people of perception and 
not of blindness. We must put on the mind of Christ, and 
in this way perceive as God perceives. 
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Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O 
God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 8:6-13.20-22; Psalm 115; 

Mark 8:22-26 

They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a 
blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. He took the 
blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. 
When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on 
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him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything? ” He looked up 
and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking 
around. ” Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s 
eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, 
and he saw everything clearly. Jesus sent him home, 
saying, “Don’t go into the village. ” (Mark 8:22-26) 

Miraculous Signs There have long been and 
continue to be claims of miracles which demonstrate a 
divine sanction for the miracle-worker. I have read that 
Sufi biographical literature contain claims of miraculous 
accounts of Sufi holy men who possess clairvoyance, the 
ability to disappear from sight, to become completely 
invisible. They are reported to tame wild beasts and 
traverse short distances in a very short time span. They 
could also produce food and rain in seasons of drought, 
heal the sick and help barren women become pregnant. As 
far as I am aware, Islam states that the Quran, in and by 
itself, is the most important miracle that Mohammad has 
wrought for humanity. It came down from heaven. Thus 
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the Arabic Quran is a unique miracle. Many deem it to be 
the only book in the world entirely from God himself, word 
by word, and is the one thing in the world that can be 
attributed directly to God. With respect to Mahomet 
himself, one is told that the night he was conceived by his 
parents, all the idols of Mecca were thrown on the ground. 
Angels cast the throne of Satan into the sea, and Satan was 
tormented for forty days. The night he was born, the 
palace of the King of Persia trembled and its fourteen 
towers fell. The flames of the Zoroastrian fire-worshippers 
went out — though that fire had been burning for a 
thousand years. When he was about twelve years of age on 
caravan to Syria, he met a Christian monk or hermit who 
foretold that he would be a prophet. Then there was his 
journey overnight from Mecca to Jerusalem and forthwith 
up to Heaven. There he met with the previous prophets, 
including Jesus and Moses. The reports tell us that he 
narrated that “On the night of my Ascent to Heaven, I saw 
Moses who was a tall, brown, curly-haired man as if he 
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was one of the men of Shan’awa tribe, and I saw Jesus, a 
man of medium height and fair complexion inclined to the 
red and white colours and of lank hair.” There was also the 
miracle of Muhammad’s splitting of the moon. We read 
that “While they were in Mina (a place near Mecca) one 
night, the Prophet split the moon into two by a gesture of 
his index finger. The halves of the moon appeared one 
behind the mountain and the other in front of it. Then, the 
Prophet turned to us and said: Be witnesses!” The deed, 
we read, authenticated his prophetic status. Of course, it 
goes without saying that the Christian would not admit 
such claims. 

Against all this, there is modern agnosticism. One of 
the features of religious culture in the West, as it has been 
developing over the last few centuries, is a scepticism and 
scorn in respect to miracles. Some of this modern 
scepticism is a reaction against the tangled and unbridled 
religious imagination. Objective evidence is indeed 
important. That is to say, there just has to be a place for 
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the vigorous exercise of the moral and religious Reason. 
But Reason has to have correct starting points and 
assumptions — which the likes of the deist rationalists 
David Hume, Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson (who 
rejected supernatural Revelation) manifestly did not have. 
They exemplified the modern prejudice against all 
miracles, including those of Jesus Christ - a prejudice that 
is still with us. John Adams, vice-president to George 
Washington and succeeding him as United States second 
president (1796-1800) wrote in a letter to Jefferson in 1815 
that “The question before the human race is, whether the 
God of nature shall govern the world by his own laws, or 
whether priests and kings shall rule it by fictitious 
miracles?” Modem Western man breathes an atmosphere 
of dislike for miracles. They are tricks, flights of religious 
imagination and trivialities. It is certainly true that claims 
of miracles must be treated cautiously — which is 
precisely the approach of the Catholic Church. But the 
possibility of them must also be heartily allowed. God can 
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act miraculously, suspending the normal laws of nature. 
This is what Christ often did during his public ministry. 
Here we cannot divert to refer to the numerous indications 
of the truth of the miracles of Holy Scripture, and in 
particular of those reported in the four Gospels and the 
Acts of the Apostles. Blessed John Henry Newman wrote 
two important and lengthy articles on the matter — one as 
a young Anglican defending the miracles of the Gospels, 
and the second several years later, still an Anglican, in 
which he defended the miracles of the early Church 
subsequent to those of Scripture. All of this brings us to 
our Gospel today (Mark 8:22-26), with its narration of a 
miracle of Christ — unusual in its more lengthy procedure. 
The miracles of Jesus Christ, including this one in which 
he heals the man of his lost sight, are “signs” of his 
“glory,” as St John is wont to describe them in his Gospel. 
They are means whereby he conveys his divine revelation. 

What we must do is contemplate Christ’s deeds as 
revealing his Person and teaching. Over the years of his 
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life, the Christian ought sink into a prayerful reading of the 
Gospels as the privileged and inspired source for coming to 
know the Person of Jesus Christ. Let us also remember 
that time and again our Lord himself made it clear that 
one’s inner dispositions, the state of one’s heart, the stance 
of one’s very soul — being good soil for the seed which is 
the Word — will be decisive factors in the mind coming to 
see the entirely persuasive character of the deeds and 
teachings of Jesus Christ — including his miracles. Let us 
contemplate our Lord’s miraculous actions as “signs” 
revealing his Person. JJe is our Redeemer, our Brother and 
our God. 


Second reflection: (Mark 8:22-26) 

God’s Ways One of the great mysteries of life is 
the immensely varied way in which God deals with us, his 
children. One person seems to go through life blessed in so 
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many ways — in terms of success at work, happiness in 
marriage, physical and mental health, personal wealth and 
fortune, and a whole lot of other factors that make up a 
relatively blessed human life. The other person seems to 
pass from one mishap and misfortune to another. From 
birth to grave, his lot is sad. Often much of this variation 
appears to have little to do with personal decisions and 
mistakes, but rather because of circumstances. At least so 
it appears. What is the meaning of it? It is impossible to 
say, even though partial answers can be given. They are 
quintessential instances of the problem of evil. If we allow 
for a Creator, why does he deal so differently with his 
children? Our Gospel passage today gives us an example 
of the differing ways in which God treats us. Some people 
bring a blind person to Jesus for him to touch. His mere 
touch would do it — and of course often he did not even 
touch, but healed at a word and from a distance. But in this 
case our Lord did not merely touch the blind man. He 
“took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the 
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village. Then putting spittle on his eyes and laying his 
hands on him, he asked, ‘Can you see anything?’ .... Then 
he laid his hands on the man’s eyes again and he saw 
clearly” (Mark 8:22-26). So, our Lord followed a long and 
convoluted process to bring about the healing. Why? Why 
go through all this for that particular man, and do it far 
more expeditiously for another? We are not told. God 
deals with his children in different ways. 

Let us remember this as we pass through the 
complexities of life with all its joys and sadness. We are in 
the hands of our heavenly Father, and he brings everything 
together for the good of those who choose to love him. He 
is all-powerful, all-wise, and he knows what is best. 
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Thursday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O 
God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 9:1-13; Psalm 101; 

Mark 8:27-33 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, Who do 
people say I am? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; 
others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets. But 
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what about you? he asked. Who do you say I am? Peter 
answered, You are the Christ. Jesus warned them not to 
tell anyone about him. He then began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be put to death and after three days rise again. He 
spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. But when Jesus turned and looked at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter. Get behind me, Satan! he 
said. You do not have in mind the things of God, but the 
things of men. (Mark 8:27-33) 

Failure John Henry Newman (1801-1890) was, in 
William Gladstone’s estimation, one of the greatest 
religious minds ever to have been in Oxford (Grant Duff, 
Notes from a Diary, Vol. II, March 1879, p. 121). His 
stellar career in Oxford, his waning influence there, his 
entry into and subsequent career in the Catholic Church, 
together with his writings, continue to command the 
attention of numerous scholars and interested persons. 
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There is a curious paradox about his life. It was marked by 
failures, disappointments, being passed over and even 
being out of favour with the Holy See and perhaps with 
Blessed Pius IX himself. At the same time — with himself 
out of sight, as it were — his influence ever grew. 
Especially following his Apologia of 1864, he had the ear 
of England and beyond. Unbeknown to Newman, for 
decades prior to his election as Pope, Leo XIII (Gioacchino 
Vincenzo Pecci) had admired the eminent English convert 
and writer. To the acclaim of England, Pope Leo created 
Newman a cardinal in May 1879, the year following his 
election as Pope. For Newman himself it was an 
extraordinary emergence from a long period under a cloud. 
On October 29, 1882 Newman wrote to his acquaintance, 
Lord Braye (Alfred Wyatt Edgell, 1849-1928). Braye was 
in his thirty-fourth year, Newman in his eighty-second. He 
was replying to a letter in which Braye must have been 
lamenting some series of failures he had had in matters of 
importance. Newman wrote, “Now, what can I say in 
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answer to your letter? First, that your case is mine. It is 
for years beyond numbering — in one view of the matter 
for these 50 years — that I have been crying out ‘I have 
laboured in vain, I have spent my strength without cause 
and in vain: wherefore my judgment is with the Lord, and 
my work is with my God.’ Now at the end of my days, 
when the next world in upon me, I am recognized at last in 
Rome. Don’t suppose I am dreaming of complaint — just 
the contrary. The Prophet’s words, which expressed my 
keen pain, brought, because they were his words, my 
consolation. It is the rule of God’s Providence that we 
should succeed by failure; and my moral is, as addressed to 
you, Doubt not that He will use you — be brave — have 
faith in His love for you — His everlasting love — and 
love Him from the certainty that He loves you” (LD 30, 
p.141-142). 

Let us notice that important detail in Newman’s letter 
to Braye: “It is the rule of God’s providence that we should 
succeed by failure.” Obviously, Newman requires that we 
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put the best into our work and with the best of motives. 
We should do all we can to fulfil our duties with excellence 
and for the love of God. We should seek success in the 
best sense of the word, and if God grants that success for 
his own good purposes, then praise and thanks be to him. 
Nevertheless, Newman learned that apparent failure was to 
be his path — but then recognition and success came from 
both Church and state. He was revered in England and 
beyond — even as far as Australia. Archbishop Vaughan, 
the English Archbishop of Sydney, when attacking liberal 
secular education quoted Newman’s Biglietto speech 
which he gave in Rome on receiving the Cardinalate. 
Newman may never have been made a Cardinal, nor 
received the recognition he did, and could have ended his 
days in the pain he admits experiencing for much of his 
ecclesiastical life. Failure, he writes, is the path to true 
success in the providence of God. This is an exceedingly 
hard lesson to learn and accept because we are made to 
work, and want to work well and with effect — and with 
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recognition. What is the basis of this judgment as to the 
ways of God? The basis of it is above all the pattern which 
is manifest in the life of Jesus Christ — which brings us to 
our Gospel today (Mark 8:27-33). To Simon Peter and the 
Twelve, our Lord had just uttered an apparent absurdity. 
They knew he was the Messiah himself, and they professed 
this to him. But now he was telling them that he had to be 
rejected and suffer death. He had to go down the path of 
failure. “Who do you say I am?” our Lord asked his 
disciples. “Peter answered, You are the Christ. Jesus 
warned them not to tell anyone about him. He then began 
to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 
and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of 
the law, and that he must be put to death and after three 
days rise again.” Simon vigorously objected and took the 
initiative of pressing on our Lord that it could not be so. 
Our Lord’s response was immediate: you are thinking as 
man thinks, you Satan! What you say is not according to 
God. 
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We must pray for a share in divine wisdom. Christ is 
the Light of the world, and the one who walks according to 
his way and in his footsteps, is walking in the Light. That 
Light is the Life of every man. We must do our best, but 
the results are in the hands of God. So, as Newman advises 
Braye, “my moral is, as addressed to you, Doubt not that 
He will use you — be brave — have faith in His love for 
you — His everlasting love — and love Him from the 
certainty that He loves you.” As the great Cardinal wrote 
elsewhere: “God has created me to do him some definite 
service; He has committed some work to me which he has 
not committed to another. I have my mission; I never may 
know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next .... I 
shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own 
place, while not intending it, if I do but keep His 
commandments and serve Him in my calling.” Newman 
was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI in September, 2010. 



1888 


Second reflection: 

The Poor Famously, St James makes a point 
which the average Christian is liable to forget or ignore. It 
is what St James calls “the royal law of Scripture: you must 
love your neighbour as yourself’ (James 2). St James here 
was referring to the Old Testament Scripture, for the New 
Testament Scripture was still in formation (his own Letter 
would in due course be counted as part of it). Across the 
pages of both the Old and the New Testaments it is 
revealed that we must love the poor and do whatever we 
can for them. In the Gospels there is mention of how the 
common purse of our Lord and the Apostles included 
provision for the poor. We remember how when the very 
expensive oil, pure nard, was poured on our Lord during 
the banquet in the house of Lazarus, Judas Iscariot 
complained that the money could have been given to the 
poor. Whatever about Judas’ perversion of this point, it 
surely reflects something of our Lord’s teaching to his 
disciples. Especially do we remember our Lord’s 
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description of the General Judgment in which those who 
neglect the poor will be accused of neglecting Christ 
himself. The Church’s spiritual ideal includes service of 
and love for the poor. Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s life and 
work as founder was one of loving service of the poor. 
The well-known international community founded in Italy, 
the Sant’ Egidio community, has as one of its basic goals 
the service of the poor. Pope Benedict XVI’s first 
Encyclical, God is Love, called on the Church to be a 
Church of charity. 

Let us then in our everyday life cultivate a genuine 
love and reverence for the poor person, even though it 
might have very inconvenient consequences for us. Our 
tendency will be to recognize and serve the well-endowed, 
and to ignore and neglect the poorly-endowed. Let us take 
up this perhaps very neglected area of our Christian 
responsibilities, and put on the mind of Christ by loving 
and serving the poor. 
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Friday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O 
God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 32; 

Mark 8:34-9:1. 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his 
disciples and said: If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
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loses his life for my sake and for the sake of the gospel will 
save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, 
yet lose his life? Or what can a man give in exchange for 
his life? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with 
the holy angels. And he said to them, I tell you the truth, 
some who are standing here will not taste death before they 
see the kingdom of God come with power. (Mark 8:34-9:1) 

The Cross One of the notable features of scholarly 
work on the Sacred Scriptures over the last two centuries 
has been the consideration of their historicity. It has been a 
pressing issue because on the one hand, the Scriptures are 
recognized as inspired by God and therefore without error, 
and on the other hand there appear to be many historical 
errors and inconsistencies in the sacred text. Enormous 
critical study has been pursued together with a profound 
theological reflection. It has been appreciated anew that 
while there is no “error” in the Scriptures, this means that 
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the true intent of the inspired author and behind him the 
Divine Author who inspired him, has to be discerned. For 
instance, what is the real intent of the presentation of the 
creation of the universe in terms of a working week in the 
opening pages of the Bible? What is the real intended 
teaching here? Does the inspired author intend the first 
verses of Genesis to be a scientific and historical treatise, 
in the way, for instance, scientists propose now the theory 
of the “Big Bang”? In an article entitled “The Days of the 
Week, and the Works of Creation” in April 1881, William 
Clifford, the Catholic bishop of Clifton, England, urged 
that the first verses of Genesis were a religious hymn and 
not a scientific treatise. This was attacked by other 
Catholics, but his was an example of the numerous and 
laudable attempts to reconcile revelation with the demands 
of science and history. Another theory, far more dubious 
in my view, has been that the Infancy Narratives in 
Matthew and Luke (such as the genealogies, the Wise Men 
from the East, Herod’s Massacre, the Angels and the 
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Shepherds in Luke) are meant to be something like 
allegories and not history. I mention all this as an 
introduction to a truly central issue: the Passion and Death 
of Jesus Christ. No Christian scholar worthy of the name 
calls the historicity of this fact into question. The Passion 
of Christ was a central event in the life of this historical 
figure, a basic fact, and it had a pivotal significance in his 
mission — prescinding here from the even more important 
matter of his Resurrection and Ascension. The Gospels 
insist on this fact, and they show our Lord teaching his 
disciples that they must take up their cross and follow in 
his footsteps. The Cross is central. 

For the Christian — and perhaps even for some of our 
Jewish brethren — one of the striking beliefs of Islam is its 
position on the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Christ was not 
crucified at all. We read in the Quran that “because of 
them saying we killed Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, the 
messenger of Allah. But they killed him not, nor crucified 
him. But the resemblance of Jesus was put over another 
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man. And they killed that man. And those who differ 
there, are full of doubts. They have no certain knowledge. 
They follow nothing but conjuncture for surely they killed 
him not, Jesus, son of Mary” ( Qur’an , sura 4 (An-Nisa) 
ayat 157-158). Some Muslim scholars think that God gave 
someone Jesus’ appearance, causing everyone to believe 
that Jesus was crucified. It could even have been Judas 
Iscariot who died in his place. Another explanation is that 
Christ only appeared to die. The basis of these 

assumptions is the verse in the Qur’an just quoted. But the 
truly interesting thing is that the Qur ’an cannot accept the 
notion that an eminently holy person, one strong in God, 
can suffer a humiliating defeat. This, as a way of God, is 
impossible. Concerning the the Islamic denial of the 
crucifixion of Christ, the Encyclopaedia of Islam informs 
us that “The denial, furthermore, is in perfect agreement 
with the logic of the Qur’an. The Biblical stories 
reproduced in it (e.g., Job, Moses, Joseph etc.) and the 
episodes relating to the history of the beginning of Islam 
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demonstrate that it is God's practice to make faith triumph 
finally over the forces of evil and adversity.” (XCIV, 5, 6). 
For Jesus to die on the Cross would have meant the 
triumph of his executioners; but the Qur’an asserts that 
they undoubtedly failed: “Assuredly God will defend those 
who believe” (XXII, 49). That’s the Qur’an. All this goes 
to show that the Christian view of God and his ways, and 
of the redemption he effected through his Son, requires the 
gift of a share in divine wisdom. It goes beyond ordinary 
human wisdom, the wisdom of natural man. It is a divine 
logic. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today in which our 
Lord insists, not merely to his disciples, but to the crowds, 
that “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake and for the sake of the gospel will save it. What good 
is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet lose his life?” 
(Mark 8:34-9:1). We must pray for the grace to see with 
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the eyes of Jesus Christ. It is a grace, a gift of the divine 
Spirit, as is the courage to act on this Christ-like 
perspective. The full acceptance and indeed the choice of 
the Cross of one’s duty for love of Jesus Christ is the 
distinguishing feature of one who follows in the footsteps 
of the divine Master. Let us pray for that grace, then, 
especially when the shadow of the Cross falls upon us. 


Second reflection: 

Faith and Good Works Among the various 

tendencies to be found in those trying to live a Christian 
life, let us notice two. There is the tendency to concentrate 
on one’s personal relationship with Jesus and to busy 
oneself with various practices of piety, to the neglect of the 
service of and concern for others. One’s relationship with 
Jesus in this case is seen as all-important and good works 
are an adjunct. On the other hand there is the tendency to 
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give oneself over to doing good while neglecting one’s 
personal relationship with God and Christ. Accordingly, 
little care is taken with times of prayer and spiritual 
reading, with the regular and fervent reception of the 
sacraments, and with many other elements of a firm plan of 
the spiritual life. Doing as much good in life as possible is 
seen as all-important, and the life of faith in Jesus is seen 
as something one can take for granted. Recourse might 
even be had (mistakenly) to St James, who writes that “it is 
by doing something good, and not only by believing, that a 
man is justified.” Faith, he insists, “is dead if it is 
separated from good deeds” (James 2). 

We need to be persons who characteristically are 
contemplatives — who contemplate Christ seriously and 
constantly — but who are also truly in action for others. 
We must be characteristically at work, and at the same time 
characteristically at prayer. We must be persons of great 
faith, and persons who do great good (even if hidden and 
unnoticed). Let us then learn how to fill up our days with a 
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multitude of good works, small and unnoticed but 
performed in the presence of God. All the while we ought 
contemplate the face of Christ — helped by a daily 
regimen of spiritual exercises. For as St James points out 
(perhaps as a corrective to some who were quoting in 
distorted fashion the words of St Paul), “it is by doing 
something good, and not only by believing, that a man is 
justified.” 
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Saturday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O 
God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 11:1-7; Psalm 144; 

Mark 9:2-13 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with 
him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all 
alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes 
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 
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could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah 
and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to 
Jesus, ‘'Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up 
three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they were so 
frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, 
and a voice came from the cloud: ‘‘This is my Son, whom I 
love. Listen to him!” Suddenly, when they looked around, 
they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. As they 
were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders 
not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. They kept the matter to 
themselves, discussing what ‘‘rising from the dead” meant. 
And they asked him, ‘‘Why do the teachers of the law say 
that Elijah must come first? ” Jesus replied, ‘‘To be sure, 
Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is 
it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be 
rejected? But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have 
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clone to him everything they wished, just as it is written 
about him. ” (Mark 9:2-13) 

The Son All three Synoptic Gospels recount the 
Transfiguration of Christ. In Matthew and Mark, it was on 
a “high mountain” where they could be alone — Mark 
adding, as if for emphasis, “by themselves” (kat’ idian ). 
Luke tells us that they went up “the mountain to pray” — 
as if “the mountain” is well known, adding that they went 
up there “to pray.” Luke mentions that it was “as he 
prayed” that the appearance of Christ’s face changed. 
Matthew and Mark specifically state he was “transfigured” 
— Mark adding “in their presence.” Each Evangelist 
describes the process slightly differently: Matthew tells us 
that “his face shone like the sun and his clothes became as 
white as the light.” Mark writes that “his clothes became 
dazzlingly white, whiter than any earthly bleacher could 
make them,” not describing his face. Luke says that “the 
aspect of his face was changed and his clothes became as 
brilliant as lightning.” John does not report the event in his 
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Gospel, but in the Prologue he does say that “we saw his 
glory, glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth” — and it was precisely the revelation of 
his Sonship that was given during this event, as at his 
baptism. All three Synoptics report the appearance of 
Moses and Elijah talking with Christ, with Luke adding the 
detail that the conversation was “of the passing which he 
was to accomplish in Jerusalem.” During the 
transfiguration of Christ and following the appearance of 
Moses and Elijah — together with Peter’s intervention in 
the conversation — “a bright cloud covered them with 
shadow” (Matthew). Matthew tells us that the cloud was 
bright, the other two being content to state that “a cloud” 
covered them. They entered the cloud, and the revelation 
from the Father occurred while they were within it — and 
it was all bright. There are two sides to the event: there is 
the glorification of Christ himself, and there is the 
appearance of the heavenly Father by means of the solemn 
Voice amid the bright Cloud. So, both Christ and the 
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Father are revealed in a great brightness. It is the Father 
who gives a message, recalling Sinai. He speaks to the 
disciples, telling them who Jesus is and commanding them 
to listen to him. It was stunning, and the Second Letter of 
St Peter refers to it in vivid terms (2 Peter 1:16-18). 

This event is a climactic point in our Lord’s public 
ministry. In Mark (which is our Gospel today) it follows a 
significant series of events. Christ heals a blind man 
gradually (8:22-26), perhaps (among other things) showing 
to his disciples the gradual nature of their own perception 
of his Person. This is followed by his question to them as 
to who they think he is — evoking Peter’s profession that 
he is the Messiah (8:27-30). He then instructs them 
insistently on his coming rejection, his Passion, his Death 
and his Resurrection (8:31-33). That is the kind of 
Messiah he is, and the only manner of his messianic 
mission. There is then a proclamation to all, both the 
multitude and his disciples, that if anyone wishes to come 
after him, it will mean bearing the cross and following him 
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(8:34-38). We are at the heart of Christ’s teaching and 
ministry and it is at this point that he is shown in glory as 
the divine Son sent by the Father to teach mankind (9:2-8). 
Christ is the fulfilment of the divine proclamation that 
occurred on Sinai, and as its fulfilment, supersedes it. He 
is the mouth-piece and Oracle of God, and his three 
disciples (who would be, in Paul’s words, the “pillars” of 
the Church) receive the mission to bear witness to him. 
This is the future Church’s mission, to bring Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, to mankind and to make of the nations his 
disciples who recognize him as their Teacher. God has 
exalted Jesus above all others, and has shown to him and to 
others, ahead of time, his true glory. The inspired author of 
2 Peter refers to the event as involving a revelation of “his 
majesty” or “greatness” (1:16). This miracle is unique 
among others that appear in the Gospels, in that the miracle 
happens to Jesus himself. It parallels the theophany of his 
baptism, and is a prelude to the miracle of his own 
Resurrection. Thomas Aquinas considered the 
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Transfiguration the greatest miracle of our Lord’s public 
ministry. At our Lord’s baptism, the voice of the Father 
was heard and the Holy Spirit descended on him in the 
form of a dove. Quoting Aquinas, The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church says this: “the cloud indicates the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. ‘The whole Trinity appeared: 
the Father in the voice; the Son in the man; the Spirit in the 
shining cloud’ (Summa Theologiae III, 45, 4, ad 2)”. 

The Gospels characteristically report this event in 
sober terms, and devoid of flights of imagination. But its 
powerful significance and unforgettable nature is manifest. 
Let us place ourselves in the scene and contemplate the 
glory of Jesus Christ. The one God in three divine Persons 
is revealed, and Jesus as the supreme Teacher of mankind, 
the one placed aloft for all to hear, is glorified as the divine 
Son of God. Let us gaze on him with love and resolve 
never to be separated from him. Let us do all we can to 
bear witness to him before the world of our everyday life, 
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helping all to know that to him has been given all authority 
in heaven and on earth. 


Second reflection: Mark 9:2-13 

Listen To Him! There are many voices in the 
world clamouring to be heard, many different philosophies 
guiding the thoughts and lives of people. That these voices 
and philosophies have contradictory results we can see 
simply by observing the opposite courses of behaviour 
pursued by those who accept them, and those who do not. 
An instance of this contradiction in view and in action is 
the abortion debate. A Government facilitates the 
availability of a deadly abortion pill and society is 
profoundly divided. Down through the ages, one great 
teacher or leader follows another of very different views, 
leading their respective disciples to follow divergent 
religions or philosophies, and then to propagate them with 
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passion. Human history is the history of voices that have 
been listened to. But the question is, has God pointed to a 
Voice which he means us to hear and to follow? In our 
Gospel passage today (Mark 9:2-13) there is narrated the 
memorable event of Christ’s Transfiguration, an event 
remembered long after by St Peter and referred to in his 
inspired Letter (2 Peter 1:18). At the Transfiguration, God 
made his voice heard, pointing to the One we must listen 
to: He is Jesus, his own beloved Son. That message 
coming from God is the message we are called to bring to 
others. If only mankind could be brought to listen to Jesus! 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.” Every day 
of our lives we ought be contemplating the Person of Jesus 
and his teaching, as brought to us by the successors, in 
Christ’s Church, of those who witnessed the event. 

As we think of the varied voices of our culture and of 
history, let us resolve to recognise clearly in our hearts and 
in our daily lives the one supreme teacher of mankind for 
all the ages, the one God asks us to listen to: Jesus his 
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beloved Son in whom he is well pleased. Having listened 
to that Voice and having acted on it, let us bring it to the 
world. 
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Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 43:18-19.21-22.24-25; Psalm 
41:2-5,13-14; 2 Corinthians 1:18-22; Mark2:l-12 

A few days later, when Jesus again entered 
Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. So 
many gathered that there was no room left, not even 
outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some 
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men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of 
them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, 
after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralysed 
man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven. ” Now some 
teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 
themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they 
were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why 
are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to 
the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Get up, 
take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins .... ” He 
said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and 
go home. ” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full 
view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised 
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God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 
(Mark 2:1-12) 

Forgiveness of Sin In his Gospel, John describes 
many loving memories. There was his first introduction to 
Jesus Christ, and his first sight of him when he heard John 
the Baptist say, “Look, there is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.” Our Lord’s mission to 
mankind was being described — it was to take away the 
sin of the world and its alienation from God. Over the 
course of human history various persons have arisen who 
have brought great benefits to mankind. But who could 
possibly have taken away the sin of the world? God has 
revealed that sin is the root of evil in the world and of all 
that leads to death. Who could take this away, even 
granted that it be recognized? John the Baptist’s greatness 
as a prophet was to have pointed to Jesus, the Lamb of 
God, as the One who would do it. Our Lord’s mission was 
to atone for sin, forgive it, and take it away from those who 
approach him for this blessing. The forgiveness of sin is a 
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dogma of the Christian faith and is stated in the Creed as 
something we solemnly believe in. At our Baptism the 
condition of original separation from God that we inherit, 
and all personal sins committed prior to Baptism, are taken 
away. Were a newly-baptised adult suddenly to die at that 
instant, his soul would go straight to heaven without any 
purification being required. After Baptism it is a different 
matter, for as we know, sins are committed after Baptism, 
and Baptism cannot, of course, cleanse the soul of future 
sin. The divine life planted in the soul at Baptism struggles 
against powerful and sinful inclinations that draw man to 
sin. Those inclinations are the heritage of original sin and 
are not eliminated by the cleansing of Baptism. What 
provision has God made, then, for post-baptismal sin, the 
sin that recurs daily throughout life after the great 
cleansing of Baptism? There are many God-given 
provisions for this recurring evil, but the most important 
one is the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. Our 
Lord forgives and takes away the sins of those who have 
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been baptized especially in the Sacrament of Penance. In 
our Gospel today (Mark 2:1-12) the friends of the paralytic 
lowered the paralysed man in front of Jesus, expecting a 
cure. But our Lord first forgave him his sins. What our 
Lord did for that sick man then he does for the person who 
approaches him in the Sacrament of Penance — provided, 
of course he is repentant. 

On the evening of the day our Lord rose from the 
dead, he breathed on his disciples the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Then immediately he gave to them the power to 
forgive sins. The Church has declared that this constituted 
the institution of the Sacrament of Penance. The 
forgiveness of sins comes to us every time we approach the 
Sacrament of Penance — provided we have the right 
dispositions. What, then, does God expect of us in coming 
to him for the forgiveness of our sins? Just as our Lord 
forgave the sins of the paralytic because he saw in him 
faith, so too we must approach the Sacrament of Penance 
with faith, a lively faith which recognizes the presence of 
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our Lord acting in the person and words of the ordained 
priest. This faith in Christ’s presence and power ought be 
prayed for. It is a grace, a gift from God. We ought pray 
also for a true sorrow for sin. We can be sorry simply out 
of fear of punishment to come — and even if we go to 
Confession with little more than this degree of contrition, 
Christ will still forgive our sins in the Sacrament of 
Penance. But we ought pray for the grace to be sorry for 
sin because of the love and goodness of God. Let us think 
of all that Christ has done for us. Christ loved me, St Paul 
writes, and gave himself up for me. Sorrow for sin is the 
linchpin for making a good Confession. Indeed if we go to 
Confession without being sorry at all for our sins, our sins 
will not be forgiven. The Sacrament will be ineffective, 
which is to say that Christ will withhold his forgiveness. 
The sign that we are truly sorry is having an intention to 
amend, to change, to repent. If I have no intention to 
change from my sinful course, how can I say I am sorry? 
But then of course, if I am sorry I will also actually confess 
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my sins, especially any mortal sins. So I must examine my 
conscience carefully asking the Holy Spirit to help me see 
the extent of my sins (at the very least any mortal sins), and 
then I ought make a good confession of those sins to the 
priest. Then I must try to make up for the harm done by 
my sins, which I at least begin to do by fulfilling my 
penance after Confession. There are thus three things we 
must do to receive God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of 
Penance. We must be sorry for our sins, we must confess 
our sins, and we must fulfil the penance given. 

The most important thing in our fulfilment of this 
three-fold requirement (contrition, confession, the penance) 
is genuine sorrow for sin. What God on his part does is 
impart the grace of the Sacrament to us, forgiving and 
cleansing us from sin and restoring our friendship with 
him. We, though, with the aid of his grace, must do our 
part too. So then, thinking of today’s Gospel in which 
Christ forgives the sins of the paralytic, let us make the 
doctrine of the forgiveness of sins a living doctrine in our 
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life, a doctrine which we live out by a life of repentance 
and frequent and regular recourse to the Sacrament of 
Penance. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
No. 1450-1460 (Acts of the Penitent) 

-- 
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Monday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 1:1-10; Psalm 92; 
Mark 9:14-29 

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a 
large crowd around them and the teachers of the law 
arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus, 
they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. 
“What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. A 
man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my 
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son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of 
speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the 
ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and 
becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the 
spirit, but they could not. ” “O unbelieving generation, ” 
Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long 
shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me. ” So they 
brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately 
threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and 
rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s 
father, “How long has he been like this?” “From 
childhood, ” he answered. “It has often thrown him into 
fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take 
pity on us and help us. ” “ ‘If you can ’? ” said Jesus. 

“Everything is possible for him who believes. ” 
Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help 
me overcome my unbelief! ” When Jesus saw that a crowd 
was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. “You 
deaf and mute spirit, ” he said, “I command you, come out 
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of him and never enter him again. ” The spirit shrieked, 
convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so 
much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead. ” But 
Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and 
he stood up. After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples 
asked him privately, “Why couldn ’t we drive it out?” He 
replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer. ” (Mark 
9:14-29) 

Satan There are opposite attitudes to the demonic 
in modern Western culture. On the one hand, Satan is a 
joke. I clearly remember how on June 29, 1972, Blessed 
Paul VI declared that “from some fissure the smoke of 
Satan has entered the temple of God.” This was widely 
reported in the popular media - he was referring to the rise 
and spread of doctrinal doubt and dissent within the 
Church following the Second Vatican Council. The news 
reader of this item on Sydney ABC television read his 
piece with a slight smirk — as if the idea of Satan was a 
flight of fancy and something of a joke. On the other hand, 
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however, the demonic is perceived in other quarters as a 
horror — there are gripping movies about Satanic 
possession, and the protagonist combating the demons is 
usually a Catholic priest. Whatever about such popular 
attitudes and conceptions, the Gospels make it clear that 
the demons are a reality, that they are enemies of God and 
man, and that Christ is the sovereign answer to them. They 
wreak havoc on the one in whom they gain a foothold, and 
yet they are as nothing before Christ. There are numerous 
instances in the Gospels of demonic influence — far, far 
more than in the Old Testament where by comparison there 
is little explicit reference to it. While the Death, 
Resurrection and Glorification of Christ, the sending of the 
Holy Spirit and the inauguration of the Church doubtless 
was a massive check to the extent of demonic influence in 
the world, the Christian must not presume that this divine 
intervention rid the world of Satan. Christ repeatedly 
warned against Satan, referring to him as the prince of this 
world. St Peter writes that we are to “be watchful! For 
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your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, goes about 
seeking someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in the 
faith” (1 Peter 5:8-9). St John tells us that the point was 
reached — and it happened in the very presence of Jesus 
Christ — when Satan entered Judas Iscariot (John 13:27). 
In a day of religious scepticism and philosophical 
relativism when objective religious truth is taken to be 
impossible, the likelihood of a demonic influence can be 
doubted even by the believer. We must be on guard 
against such an assumption, and be alert to the real 
possibility of an active influence by demons — perhaps 
where least expected. Of course, it can be expected that 
Satan’s presence will be felt where he is directly or 
indirectly welcomed — as in a dabbling with the occult. 
But this is not the extent of it. What do I mean? 

Our Gospel incident today (Mark 9:14-29) is 
instructive in this matter. Let us observe that it is a boy 
who is possessed by the demon. The text refers to him as a 
“child.” Somehow the demon had got possession of the 
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boy, and like a brutal, unfeeling bully who has control of a 
child who has little formed strength or will-power, had 
struck at him repeatedly. He wrecked his power of speech 
and threw him into epileptic-like convulsions as if he was 
holding him fast and pummelling him hard — all from 
within. All this delighted the demon as it would an ogre 
lacking all conscience. Manifestly, there was no fault in 
the boy — he was too young to have been deliberately 
dabbling in activities or trains of thought which welcomed 
the diabolic or engaged in serious sin. Further, the father 
of the boy informs Christ that this had been going on “from 
childhood” (ek paidiothen) — meaning, obviously, from 
his infancy. The demon had gotten possession of the child, 
and had retained this hold during the years of his boyhood. 
Manifestly, there was no moral fault on the part of the child 
— it was a parallel to what often happens in ordinary life. 
That is, the weak finds himself the plaything of a ruthless 
bully or tyrant lacking all conscience or feeling. The father 
of the child had discerned what had happened, but was 
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helpless. There is no suggestion that the father was at 
fault. As a matter of fact, the very disciples of our Lord 
who had been sent out to preach, to heal and to drive out 
demons, could not drive this one out. They too were 
helpless. All that could be done was to turn to Christ 
himself who effortlessly expelled the demon definitively. 
Elsewhere our Lord warns against the return of a demon 
with his companions, but here he orders the demon never 
to return. “The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently 
and came out.” We especially notice that our Lord 
corrected them all for their lack of faith. Even when there 
seemed to be no way forward, they should not have lacked 
faith: “O unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long 
shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you?” 
Christ insisted again: “Everything is possible for him who 
believes.” This does not mean that particular instances of 
combat with Satan will be easy, and anyhow there are 
different kinds of demons: “This kind can come out only by 
prayer” — some manuscripts adding, “and fasting.” 
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Let us be alert to the occasional and not-so-occasional 
cases of demonic influence which may be in no way due to 
a moral fault by the one being afflicted. It can even, we 
see in the Gospel, occur to a child. Christ is the answer, 
and he expects faith from us in any attempt at deliverance. 
We ought take our stand with Jesus Christ as the invincibly 
powerful One, ever trusting in his mercy, humbly invoking 
his aid, praying for the one who is afflicted, and even 
imposing on ourselves penances so as to identify even 
more completely with the Crucified One. By his Passion 
and Death he broke the power of Satan and opened for 
mankind the gates to glory. 


Second reflection: (Mark 9:14-29) 

The Great Choice Most of us have some 

familiarity with the life of St Ignatius Loyola, the founder 
of the Jesuits. He wrote a famous little retreat manual 
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called The Spiritual Exercises, designed to facilitate in the 
person doing the retreat a conversion to Christ. One of the 
meditations in this manual that the retreatant is asked to do 
is the meditation on “The Two Standards.” The retreatant 
contemplates Christ and his Standard on the one hand, and 
Satan and his Standard on the other, and then he is invited 
to choose for Christ. That meditation captures a 
fundamental dynamic that features across the pages of the 
Gospel. Christ is in conflict with Satan. He is the stronger 
one and the victor, but there is no denying the seriousness 
and difficulty of the struggle. We must choose for Christ 
in this conflict. In our Gospel passage today (Mark 9:14- 
29) the crowd comes running to meet Jesus with a request 
from one in the crowd that he drive out the demon from his 
son. The demon has caused the boy great harm, and this 
has been going on from childhood. It is a picture of the 
great and constant struggle with Satan that faces mankind 
if the world is to be freed of the demonic influence, a 
struggle beyond the powers of mere man. Our Lord arrives 
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on the scene, expresses a holy exasperation with their lack 
of faith and then effortlessly casts out the demon from the 
boy. The devil came out at Christ’s word, but even then it 
did so with such a struggle and violence that its departure 
left the boy unconscious. Satan has power and this must be 
recognised, even though his power is as nothing before 
Christ. 

Let us make our choice for Christ, a choice we ought 
live out every day by following in his footsteps and living 
by faith in his word. He will show us the weapons we must 
use for the conflict ahead. Above all it is the weapon of the 
cross, the cross carried daily in union with Christ. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 2:1-11; Psalm 36; 

Mark 9:30-37 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. 
Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 
because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, 
“The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of 
men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise. ” 
But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid 



1929 


to ask him about it. They came to Capernaum. When he 
was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing 
about on the road? ” But they kept quiet because on the 
way they had argued about who was the greatest. Sitting 
down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants 
to be first, he must be the very last, and the servan t of all. ” 
He took a little child and had him stand among them. 
Taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever 
welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes 
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but 
the one who sent me. ” (Mark 9:30-37) 

Death The mature person accepts that he must 
eventually die, and there have been many who have 
accepted death, and even chosen it, before other 
alternatives. Of course, while there are suicides, there are 
also noble motives for accepting death. In Plato’s Phaedo 
we read the story of Socrates’ death. Socrates, famed for 
his probity (according to the Athenian standards of the 
times), was found guilty of corrupting the youth of Athens 
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and of impiety (that is, not believing in the gods of the 
state). He was sentenced to death by drinking hemlock. 
Both Xenophon and Plato agree that Socrates could have 
escaped — his followers could have bribed the guards, but 
he chose to stay for several reasons. Some were reasons of 
principle, others of expedience. That is, all accept the 
nobility of a choice which involves death as a result of 
doing something for another’s benefit. To take a clearer 
example, Gianna Beretta Molla (1922-1962) was an Italian 
paediatrician, and a wife and mother. In 1961, she was 
pregnant with her fourth child. During the second month, 
Gianna developed a fibroma on her uterus. After 
examination, the doctors gave her three choices: an 
abortion, a complete hysterectomy, or removal of only the 
fibroma. The Catholic Church forbids, of course, all direct 
abortion. Catholic teaching would have allowed her to 
undergo a hysterectomy, which would have resulted in her 
unborn child's death as an unintended consequence. 
Gianna opted for the removal of the fibroma, wanting to 
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preserve her child’s life. Gianna was quite clear about her 
wishes, saying to her family, “This time it will be a 
difficult delivery, and they may have to save one or the 
other — I want them to save my baby.” On April 21, 1962, 
Good Friday of that year, Gianna went to the hospital, 
where her fourth child, Gianna Emanuela, was successfully 
delivered via Caesarean section. However, Gianna died of 
septic peritonitis seven days after the birth. Thirty-two 
years later, having fulfilled all the Church’s searching 
investigation and requirements for holiness in life and 
death, Gianna was beatified by Pope John Paul II, and 
officially canonized a saint on May 16, 2004. Gianna's 
husband Pietro and their last child, Gianna, were present at 
the canonization ceremony. She lived a holy life in Christ, 
and she accepted the likelihood of death in order that her 
child might live. 

What is to be said of all this? Gianna Molla’s course, 
both in life and in death, was inspired by her love for Jesus 
Christ — which brings us to our Gospel today (Mark 9:30- 
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37). The true greatness of any individual is moral 
greatness. A person may possess power, but may be 
miserable as a person because of his negligible moral 
character. An iconic instance of this would be, say, Herod 
the Great or, notoriously, Adolf Hitler. The most 
fascinating human phenomenon is great moral goodness, 
pure unsullied goodness reigning in the heart of an 
individual. Such was the heart of Jesus Christ to an 
unfathomable degree. His great heart was the purest ocean 
of goodness, untouched and untouchable by the slightest 
tarnish of sin. His Person was divine, but he had assumed 
a human mind, heart and soul — and his human mind, 
heart and soul was utterly good and holy. Because of this 
alone he was the greatest Man of his age and of all history. 
But as well as this, he wielded extraordinary powers over 
nature and the demonic. At a word he could command the 
winds and the seas, he could expel the demons, raise the 
dead, cure impossible maladies, feed the multitudes, and 
forgive and cleanse from sin. These effortless powers he 
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exercised for the sake of what was truly good. There was 
nothing he could not have done, had he a mind for it and 
had it been his mission. What could the likes of Alexander 
the Great or Julius Caesar have been able to do before 
Jesus Christ, had Christ the intention of exercising his 
supernatural powers against them? At the moment in the 
Garden when he was allowing his own arrest, he ordered 
Simon Peter to put away his sword — for had he wished, 
he could summon from his heavenly Father twelve legions 
of angels to his defence. But such was not his mission. 
Now, what is the most striking thing about the path which 
Jesus Christ insisted on as being his? It was the centrality 
of his passion and death. His followers had to understand 
that central to his mission — which was to take away the 
sin of the world and establish God’s kingdom on earth — 
was his own death. “The Son of Man is going to be 
betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and 
after three days he will rise.” He would freely lay down 
his life, and freely take it up again — and this was 
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necessary in the divine plan. Death was not only part of 
his human course. Morally, it was its highest, best and 
most glorious moment, the moment of its greatest 
fruitfulness. 

Jesus Christ, being the incarnate Son of God, was able 
to stand in for sinful mankind. He was able to take the 
place of all the men and women of history, and atone for 
their sins by his obedience unto death. He stepped forward 
and bore witness to the truth of his Person and teaching in 
the presence of the leaders of the chosen people, and was 
condemned to death for his testimony. This he freely 
accepted, and by it atoned for mankind’s rejection of the 
truth and its sin. Mysteriously, this death was necessary in 
the divine plan for the gates to glory to be reopened. Thus 
has suffering and death become the royal road, if traversed 
with Jesus Christ. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 9:30-37) 

Work and Prayer One of the features of modem 
life is its busyness. People are now usually very busy. The 
danger in this is that we can end up thinking of little other 
than what we are busy about, which means that we could 
miss what we ought be busy about and living for. Even in 
respect to our work, we could easily end up missing the 
God of what we are working for, the One we should be 
serving in our work each day. So what should we do about 
the problem of the busyness of life? The answer, of 
course, is not to refrain from being busy, but to give time to 
other things that are equally if not more important. We 
must give time to our family, to our physical wellbeing, 
and especially must we give time to God. Our Lord was a 
Person utterly given over to the work of his mission. He 
was a man of intense work. We read in the Gospels that on 
one occasion during his public ministry his relatives 
thought he was out of his mind, so intensely was he 
working. He told his disciples on another occasion that his 
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food was to do the will of his Father, which was to save 
men. But here in our Gospel today (Mark 9:30-37) our 
Lord did not want anyone to know that he was passing 
through Galilee with his disciples. The reason was that he 
was instructing them about his coming Passion and Death. 
He wanted to be with them alone. We notice that on other 
occasions too, the Gospels speak of our Lord going aside 
with his disciples to be with them alone. 

So too, we in our turn must give real and quality time 
to our Lord alone, away from the crowds. This means that 
we ought give time each day and each week and each year 
to be with Jesus and his word. This ought be a normal and 
regular pattern, so as to be instructed by Jesus in prayer and 
shaped by his teaching. Let us then have a plan of life that 
builds this - prayer, spiritual reading and reflection - into 
our busy life. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the Seventh Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 4:12-22; Psalm 118; 

Mark 9:38-40 

John said to Jesus, Teacher, we saw a man driving 
out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because 
he was not one of us. Do not stop him, Jesus said. No-one 
who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment 
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speak ill of me, for whoever is not against us is for us. 
(Mark 9:38-40) 

Holy Optimism There is a common expression: the 
half empty glass can be viewed as really half full. That is 
to say, a particular situation which looks a bit grim can be 
seen as cause for optimism. There is an attempt in a parish 
to do something for the youth, who are not coming to 
Mass. It is decided to form a team of interested 
parishioners to build up a youth ministry. It is planned to 
have two evenings a month, yet despite widespread 
publicity, only two turn up. On the next night none come. 
What is the response of the team? Are they depressed and 
decide to “give it a few more goes” and if nothing comes 
good soon, then to “toss it in”? No! their optimism 
remains, but they are now more realistic in their assessment 
of the difficulties. They do not see the glass as being 
virtually empty, but as on the way to filling up, if only 
because a serious attempt is being made. They choose to 
see the glass as beginning to fill, even if it is hard to see. 
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They see opportunity ahead and not just difficulty. All this 
indicates a certain interpretation of reality. We read in the 
Book of Numbers how at the end of forty days the 
Israelites who had been sent to spy out the land “from the 
wilderness of Zin to Rehob” came back to Moses and 
Aaron and the whole of the people of Israel with their 
report (Numbers 13). The land was excellent, they said, 
but the people and the cities are very strong. Caleb was for 
going and invading — the rest “who had gone up with him 
said, ‘We are not able to’”. Then the whole people sank 
into depression and wanted to return to Egypt: the glass, in 
other words, was empty for them. Joshua and Caleb 
vigorously opposed them, and then God made his 
appearance to Moses, spoke to him and he in turn 
convinced the people to proceed (Numbers 14 and 15). 
Now, it is plain from the Biblical text that the root cause of 
the reaction of the people was a lack of faith in God’s 
power to fulfil his promises to them. The Lord said to 
Moses in his meeting with him: “how long will this people 
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despise me? And how long will they not believe in me, in 
spite of all the signs which I have wrought among them?” 
(Num. 14:11). Faith in the almighty mercy of God is the 
true foundation of our interpretation of reality - for all of 
reality is dependent on him. 

At times one hears the statement that religion is 
irrelevant. Religion is for church and for Sunday, but then 
we must get on with dealing with life on its own terms. 
That is the only way to make progress. Karl Marx viewed 
religion as an opiate. It distracted the masses with a pie in 
the sky, and led them to accept their gruelling and hopeless 
condition. Of course, religion can become this, but it ought 
not be. In any case it is plain that faith in God makes an 
immense difference to our view of reality, and 
consequently to our capacity to get things done. The 
Israelites ended up going on to conquer because they 
reclaimed their faith in their God. They saw that the glass 
was a third full, and knew that with God’s help it would be 
full. Now, the greatest terrain which we are all called to 
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traverse and conquer is our own sinful selves. We have to 
be transformed into Christ by union with him. We must 
make progress in the one thing necessary, which is to love 
God with all our strength and others as Christ has loved us. 
If we do not base ourselves on faith, then the glass might 
always seem near empty. But while with man it is 
impossible, all things are possible for God — as Christ told 
his disciples. The Christian is called to bring his 
distinctive interpretation to bear on every aspect of his life 
and work. God our Creator is love, and his plan is to have 
us in his Kingdom which is union with his Son — in whom 
is every heavenly blessing. The glass is always half full 
and getting fuller, even when like Christ himself we are on 
the cross. Consider the “good thief’ on the cross next to 
the dying Jesus. The glass looked empty there, but what 
did he say? “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your Kingdom!” Jesus replied to him, “Truly, I tell you, 
this day you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:42-43). 
Despite appearances, the glass was very full. When 
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Thomas More was in prison, he wrote to his daughter and 
said: though I lose my head. I’ll come to no harm. Now, 
this holy optimism based on the merciful power of God has 
to be present in every aspect of our lives — which brings 
us to the little event of our Gospel today (Mark 9:38-40). 
In it we see the disciples interpreting the actions of another 
rather bleakly. 

The disciples in question attempted to stop somebody 
who, in good faith it seems, was driving out demons in the 
name of Jesus. It looks as if this person was not even a 
disciple of Jesus. But perhaps he had seen disciples of 
Jesus doing this, or had heard of it — so in faith he did it 
too, and manifestly the divine power accompanied his 
attempts. The disciples came to Jesus about it, and Jesus 
told them to be magnanimous and positive about him. 
Implicitly, our Lord was pointing to the power of God in 
whom they ought to trust. There are, of course, many 
further points we could make about this scene and about 
our Lord’s instruction, but the overall point here is faith in 



1943 


the power and mercy of God in the face of less than 
satisfactory situations - and life is full of them. 
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Thursday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 5:1-10; Psalm 1; 

Mark 9:41-50 

Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you the truth, anyone 
who gives you a cup of water in my name because you 
belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward. And if 
anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 
sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea 
with a large millstone tied around his neck. If your hand 
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causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire 
never goes out. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it 
off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have 
two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes 
you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into hell, where ‘their worm does not die, and the 
fire is not quenched. ’ Everyone will be salted with fire. 
Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make 
it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 
with each other. (Mark 9:41-50) 

Sin It is generally accepted by historians, 

anthropologists and archaeologists that, by and large, the 
societies and cultures of mankind have been religious — to 
a greater or lesser extent. Of course, the grand exception to 
this has been the modern Western civilization, taken as 
dating from the Reformation and the Enlightenment. The 
West, together with those societies which have been 
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influenced by one or other of its various secular 
philosophies, has from the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, been increasingly and notably secular. Russia 
was captured by the philosophy of Marx and Engels (both 
nineteenth-century Germans living in England), and many 
other examples could be given of the modern anomaly of 
the non-religious society or regime. But by and large 
mankind has been broadly religious, provided we 
understand this religiosity as being broad indeed — as 
including, for instance, Buddhism and Confucianism which 
do not profess an explicit theism. But even Buddhism and 
Confucianism in their popular forms contain very many 
religious elements. Despite what seems to have been his 
own attitude to the gods, the Buddha is often prayed to for 
favours as if to a deity. To repeat, it is generally 
recognized that man is a religious being - he is a rational 
and religious animal. But what do we notice about this? It 
is that deep within the recurring prayer to the higher 
powers there lies an anxiety that they have been offended, 
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or are likely to be offended, by man’s conduct. They have 
to be propitiated and approached with a degree of 
contrition. There is a sense of guilt present in acts of 
religion and petition to the powers above. The things that 
threaten man’s life and happiness, and which are often the 
motive for turning to the unseen powers, man frequently 
perceives to be threats precisely because of his own bad 
behaviour. The gods have been displeased, dissatisfied, 
annoyed with him. His life, his choices and his course 
have not been such as to command their hearty favour. All 
this is to say that “sin” is an abiding experience of 
mankind. In his more lucid moments, man knows he 
stands guilty before the Unseen. Of course, this sense of 
“sin” has had a thousand forms and innumerable degrees of 
clarity and obscurity. 

This involves more than a mere sense of moral guilt 
and shame — man senses that he is guilty before the 
Unseen, which is to say he has a sense of sin. Broadly, the 
voice of mankind bears testimony to the fact that man 
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knows is a sinner, while yet called to communion with the 
deity. This is not to say that the deity is always sensed to 
be holy — far from it, very often. Hence this guilt of man 
before the Unseen is not necessarily connected with right 
morality, if only because the gods themselves are not 
pictured as necessarily moral. One of the greatest features 
of Revealed Religion — the religion revealed by the God 
of Abraham, the prophets and above all of Jesus Christ — 
is that God is a holy God who insists on a holy life in those 
called to communion with him. Be holy, he requires, for I 
am holy (Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7 and especially 1 
Peter 1:16). So then, let this be our context for one of the 
sayings of our Lord in our Gospel today (Mark 9:41-50). 
Our Lord puts the matter of sin very starkly: whatever in us 
that leads us to sin we must (to all intents and purposes) cut 
right out of our life. “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it 
off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two 
hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. And if 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
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enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into 
hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye 
than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where ‘their 
worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’” I stated 
that one of the distinguishing teachings of Revealed 
Religion is that God is a holy God and that he demands 
holiness from us. Another prominent aspect of the divine 
teaching of Jesus Christ is that the judgment of God carries 
awesome consequences. Sin involves separation from 
God, a separation which is terrible indeed. One who dies 
in un-repented mortal sin will experience “hell, where the 
fire never goes out” and “where their worm does not die, 
and the fire is not quenched”. 

The most serious and terrible thing about man is his 
propensity to sin. In classical Rome, there was a famous 
imperative attributed to Cato the Elder (234-149 BC): 
Cathago delenda est! (Carthage must be destroyed). The 
absolute categorical imperative (to use the expression of 
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the philosopher Kant), is that we must not sin. Sin must be 
avoided. Sin can be venial or mortal, and it is mortal sin 
which takes a person to hell unless he repents of it. But 
venial sin offends God too; it blocks progress towards 
holiness of life; it sets a person on the path to mortal sin 
and it does its author real harm. What we must do is 
resolve to know, love and serve Jesus Christ, our 
Redeemer, our Brother and our God, and to have nothing to 
do with sin. For Christ came to save the world from sin 
and to give to every man and woman the gift of eternal life. 


Second reflection: (Mark 9:41-50) 

For Christ It was once stated at an international 
conference that all the religions of man stress the virtues of 
charity, justice and forgiveness. While this sounds likely, 
the religion established by Christ our Lord stresses one 
aspect of our attitude to others which is altogether 
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distinctive. It is alluded to by our Lord in today’s Gospel 
(Mark 9:40-41), when he tells his disciples that “anyone 
who gives you a cup of water in my name because you 
belong to Christ will not lose his reward.” So then, an 
important motive for serving and helping others is that they 
belong to Christ. We belong to Christ because of our 
baptism and membership in the Church, of course. But 
inasmuch as Christ died on the cross to save all men, all of 
mankind must be said to belong to him in the plan and 
intention of God. Our Lord is inviting us to help others 
because they belong to him — which gives them a 
superlative dignity. He is also saying that even though 
there are many things a man may do for others that may not 
be rewarded by society, the case is different in respect to 
rewards from God — “he will most certainly not lose his 
reward.” So then, we who are disciples of Jesus are called 
to love and serve others out of love for Jesus. The second 
half of Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical, God is Love, 
is given over to the Church’s life of charity. The pope 
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explains how charity towards others is an essential element 
in the Christian life. In the twenty fifth chapter of St 
Matthew’s Gospel, our Lord describes the General 
Judgment, in which each will be judged on how he treated 
others, especially the least among them. It will be a matter 
of the utmost seriousness because Christ will tell us that 
what we have done to the least he will count as having 
been done to him. 

So let us deepen our spiritual lives and our love for 
Jesus, knowing that if then we bear in mind his words in 
relation to our treatment of others, our love and service of 
them will be so much the greater. The service of others 
will also be an immensely fruitful occasion for loving and 
serving Jesus himself, for when we serve others, we serve 
him. 
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Friday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 5:9-12; Psalm 102; Mark 10:1-12 

Jesus then left that place and went into the region of 
Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people 
came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them. Some 
Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for 
a man to divorce his wife?” “What did Moses command 
you?” he replied. They said, “Moses permitted a man to 
write a certificate of divorce and send her away. ” “It was 
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because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this 
law, ” Jesus replied. But at the beginning of creation God 
‘made them male and female. ’ ‘For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh. ’ So they are no longer two, 
but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man 
not separate. ” When they were in the house again, the 
disciples asked Jesus about this. He answered, “Anyone 
who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 
adultery against her. And if she divorces her husband and 
marries another man, she commits adultery. ” (Mark 10:1- 
12 ) 


Marriage One of the most striking features of the 
visible universe is its inbuilt impetus, for want of a better 
word, for bonding and solidarity. That is to say, things are 
not generally structured to be solitary and isolated. Take 
the smallest components of physical reality. It is generally 
accepted that the atomic nucleus is composed, broadly, of 
protons and neutrons. An article published in 2007 by G. 
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A. Miller (‘Charge Densities of the Neutron and Proton’) 
concluded that the neutron has a negatively charged 
exterior, a positively charged middle, and a negative core. 
In a simplified classical view, the negative “skin” of the 
neutron assists it to be attracted to the protons with which 
it interacts in the nucleus. However, the main attraction 
between neutrons and protons is via the nuclear force, 
which does not involve charge. My point here is the fact of 
attraction and interaction between neutrons and protons. 
Solitariness and isolation is not characteristic of the 
components of physical reality. In their own way, energy- 
producing chain reactions also show the deep link between 
basic particles — all illustrating the bonding that marks the 
components of material things. This becomes so much 
more evident when we pass over to living things and 
ascend the scale of consciousness. Normally, animals are 
deeply dependent on one another. They herd together and 
co-operate. When one is weakened or becomes noticeably 
different — which is to say when its power to co-operate 
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and participate in common action is diminished — it is 
often attacked by its fellows. For instance, I remember 
watching a Nature documentary in which rangers had to 
capture a lioness in a pride of lions. They shot it with a 
sedating dart, and once the dart struck the lioness and 
began to have its weakening effect, the other lions of the 
group began to attack the lioness. They would have killed 
it had not they been driven away by the rangers. Again, the 
dog yearns for its human master, and frets when it sees its 
master leaving it in isolation. This general pattern 
characterising reality reaches its highest point in the case of 
man. Man is made to bond with another and with his 
fellows, and cannot be happy in ultimate isolation. 
Absolute isolation is a hell to him. 

In the light of divine revelation coming from Jesus 
Christ, we can see that this broad feature throughout the 
visible creation is a reflection of the inner life of God the 
Creator. God, it has been revealed, is a trinity of divine 
Persons who live in an ineffable and indescribable 
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communion of life. God’s work of creation is a dim 
reflection of this, and his imprint is everywhere. Most of 
all, we could say, is this evident in the normal yearning of 
the human being for marriage — by and large, marriage is 
seen as offering man’s best fulfilment and his deepest joys. 
Marriage is the union of a man and a woman, each 
profoundly complementary to the other, and each naturally 
built for mutual self-donation at all levels — physical, 
spiritual, emotional. This mutual self-donation of one to 
the other is clearly the greatest natural action in the 
universe, and is intended by the Creator to reflect the life of 
mutual love that distinguishes his own Trinitarian life. Its 
signal beauty and fulfilling power is dramatically shown in 
the issuing from it of new life, which is to say a new 
human person possessing, by God’s direct gift, an immortal 
soul. Few things can be said to be nobler in nature than 
marriage — and it may be said to point to something even 
nobler. That is the calling and the decision to give oneself 
to God in Jesus Christ, as to one’s Spouse. But that is 
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another matter. What we are noticing here is the immense 
grandeur of marriage and the high dignity of the work of 
living it well. But now, Christ has declared that a true 
marriage of man and wife is indissoluble — it reflects the 
indissoluble bond of love in the life of the Trinity. Further, 
he has made of the married love of the baptised husband 
and wife a locale and channel of his own spousal union 
with his body the Church. His union with the Church gives 
to the Church its life of grace. So too, Christ’s presence in 
a Christian marriage makes of the spousal love of husband 
and wife a locale and channel of God’s grace. The mutual 
love of the spouses is a conduit of Christ’s love 
strengthening their love and plunging them more deeply 
into the life of Christ. As Christ cannot be separated from 
the Church, so in the plan of God the bond uniting the 
spouses is indissoluble. 

Because Christ has made of the marriage of Christian 
spouses a Sacrament, the more they advance in love for 
one another in Christ, the greater will their holiness be and 
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the greater will be their influence for Christ in the world. 
In their mutual love and service, they ought endeavour to 
live in and for Jesus Christ and according to his mind. 
How great the grandeur of marriage, and still greater the 
grandeur of Christian marriage! As Christ says in our 
Gospel passage today (Mark 10:1-12), “So they are no 
longer two, but one.” Let us all, and society together, 
protect and nourish this most precious of human 
institutions. 


Second reflection: (Mark 10:1-12) 

Christ’s Teaching Jesus Christ is Lord of all. 
During a debate in 2006 in the Australian Federal 
Parliament over an abortion pill, some members of 
Parliament (especially some women members) said that 
they objected to the thought of politicians involving 
themselves in such personal spheres of women’s lives. The 
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same objection has been levelled by various people against 
the Catholic Church and her moral teaching, accusing the 
Church of interfering in private lives. But the same 
objection would have to be directed against Christ himself, 
if one is to be consistent. In today’s Gospel (Mark 10:1- 
12) our Lord pronounces on the very personal matter of 
marriage — personal, but at the same time one of public 
and general significance for society. To his disciples who 
questioned him, Christ taught that divorce and remarriage, 
if it was truly a marriage in the first place, is adultery. The 
point here, though, is that the Christian Faith bears on 
every aspect of life, including the most personal. What 
Christ has revealed touches everything in life, and 
everything we do is done before the full gaze of God, and 
so the light of Christ must be the light by which we live in 
everything. Just as Christ responded to his disciples’ 
questions by teaching that divorce and remarriage is 
impossible, so across the ages the Church, speaking in the 
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name of Christ, answers the questions put to her by 
Christ’s disciples and indeed by all men. 

As we picture our Lord answering his disciples’ 
questions, let us renew our faith in the continuing presence 
of Christ in the Church through the ages right to our own. 
Through the Church, Christ guides us still, answering many 
questions which he did not explicitly answer while he lived 
on earth. The Church’s vast teaching on faith and morals is 
to be viewed as the living teaching of the risen person of 
Jesus. He it is who speaks to us now through his Body, the 
Church. Our calling is to live by this teaching in every 
aspect of our lives, and to bring it to the world around us. 
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Saturday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 5:13-20; Psalm 141:1-3, 8; 
Mark 10:13-16 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have 
him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When 
Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the 
truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like 
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a little child will never enter it. ” And he took the children 
in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. 
(Mark 10:13-16) 

Childhood It is my impression is that, when it 

comes to learning a foreign language, the earlier a student 
begins the better. When I was going to school, one began 
the study of foreign or classical languages in Secondary 
School — and perhaps continued on in University with the 
option of learning more in adulthood as the need arose. 
But now exposure to foreign languages often begins in 
Primary School and there are innovative ways in which the 
pre-teenage student is introduced to them. This is evidence 
of the realization that the early years of life constitute a 
privileged time of openness in learning. It is often to be 
noticed how a child will, prior to beginning school, have 
the speech mannerisms and accent of his parents, and 
especially of his mother. I once noticed how one child 
quite naturally spoke with the cultivated accent with which 
his mother spoke - but within six months of beginning 
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school he had lost this and spoke with the common accent 
of the ordinary Australian child. This stands to reason and 
is evidence of the openness of the ordinary child to 
learning. I once heard of a child beginning to use words 
his parents did not understand — and it was discovered he 
was using words of his French-speaking playmates who 
were neighbours. It reminds us of how imperative it is that 
the child learn what is good and acquire instincts that 
protect him from what is bad. What is learnt then can be 
long-lasting. When I was a child I watched Tarzan movies 
and read Tarzan comic strips, and always enjoyed them. 
Ever since then I have been instinctively interested in the 
Tarzan character, and was very interested to come across, 
years ago, reference to a short story by the creator of the 
Tarzan character on “The God of Tarzan”. Bob Hawke, 
one-time Prime Minister of Australia, once declared that he 
always enjoyed the comic strip Phantom character. The 
point here is that many instinctive likes and dislikes 
implanted in the child may prove to be life-long. 
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Conversely, very many of the attitudes of adults may be 
traced to childhood experiences and education. It is said 
that St Francis Xavier coined the phrase, “Give me the 
child till he is seven, and I will give you the man”. 

What is the most important reality a child can possibly 
be introduced to? What is the most important love that can 
be implanted in him, the most important interest he or she, 
as a child, can gain? What instinct is, if gained in 
childhood, of most value for the whole of life? It is the 
sense of God and love for him — and specifically, a love 
for the Person of Jesus Christ, for Christ is God incarnate. 
The most important reality in all that there is, is the Person 
of Jesus Christ. He is, as St Paul writes, the image of the 
unseen God. In him dwells the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily. In him is to be found every heavenly blessing. 
These are breathtaking facts, and what is equally 
breathtaking is that this Man who is God can be located 
and is within reach. He resides in his mystical body, the 
Church — for he is the Church’s Head. He speaks to us in 
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the Church’s Book, the holy Scriptures and especially the 
Gospels. He gives himself to us in the Church’s preaching 
and teaching of his Word. Most especially he gives 
himself to us in the Church’s ministry of the Sacraments, 
superlatively in the Holy Eucharist. So he is so very 
accessible — including to the child. The point here is that 
it is imperative that the child be introduced to the Person of 
Jesus Christ and come to sense something of his 
transcendent beauty and grandeur. The instinct for Jesus 
Christ needs to be developed in the child by means of 
contact with him — following, of course, Baptism. It is at 
Baptism that the child receives the divine gift of faith, with 
its supernatural inclination to believe, hope and love Jesus 
Christ. Baptism imparts the gift which endows a genuine 
instinct for Jesus Christ and makes possible a fruitful result 
from some contact with him. The child should be quickly 
brought to the Church for Baptism. This is the first 
decisive contact with Jesus Christ, but then as the child’s 
reason begins to dawn and develop, further contact with 
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Jesus Christ in the life of his Church ought to follow. 
Childhood is a privileged time of openness and learning, 
when wonderful instincts and interests may be gained. It is 
a privileged time for contact with the Lord Jesus, a contact 
which will have life-long effects leading to eternity. 

In our Gospel today, the parents of the children seem 
to have understood some of these things. They wanted 
their little children to have personal contact with Jesus 
Christ and to receive his blessing. Our Lord’s disciples, 
concerned for their busy Master, tried to direct them away 
— but our Lord made his mind clear. ‘“Let the little 
children come to me! Do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, 
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it.’ And he took the children in 
his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them” (Mark 
10:13-16). There is nothing more valuable we can do for a 
child than bring him or her to Jesus. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 10:13-16) 

The Kingdom One of our Lord’s obvious 

characteristics was his love for children. He delighted in 
their presence and made them warmly welcome. This was 
clear to parents because we are told in today’s Gospel that 
“people were bringing little children to Jesus for him to 
touch them.” There must have been a considerable number 
because “the disciples turned them away,” perhaps thinking 
that Jesus needed some respite. Our Lord’s reaction upon 
seeing this shows his love for children — he was indignant, 
and told his disciples not to stop them. On another 
occasion we are told that when our Lord saw that his 
disciples had been discussing among themselves who of 
them was the greatest, our Lord took a child and placed 
him in front of them and went on to give his teaching. Our 
Lord loved children. This surely reminds of another kind 
of childhood — that which relates to Jesus himself. The 
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whole work of Christ was to share his own sonship with us. 
He is the only-begotten Son of God, God’s only-begotten 
“Child” from all eternity, the equal of the Father in nature. 
He came from heaven to enable us to become God’s 
adopted children. By our baptism we have become this in 
the sense that we are not only now God’s creation, but we 
also share in his own divine life. Our entire spiritual life 
ought be shaped by the fact that God is our Father in this 
special way, and we are his children. In our Gospel today 
(Mark 10:13-16), Christ tells us that it is to such as little 
children that the Kingdom of heaven belongs. What is the 
kingdom of heaven? It is present above all in the Person 
and spirit and teaching of Jesus himself. In him dwells the 
fullness of the godhead bodily. Our Lord’s words surely 
mean that it is to such as little children that he himself 
belongs. He gives himself to those who are like little 
children and he belongs to them especially. It is to them 
especially that the Kingdom belongs. He goes on to say 
that “anyone who does not welcome the Kingdom of God 
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like a little child will never enter it.” We think of the 
delighted welcome given by the little children to Jesus. 
They loved to see him and to be with him. 

That is the example held up to us by our Lord: we in 
our turn are to welcome Jesus into our hearts just as did 
those children who were brought to him by their parents. If 
we welcome Jesus in that way, we shall enter into his 
sacred heart — which is pre-eminently the kingdom of 
heaven — as symbolized by the children who received 
from Jesus his embrace and his blessing before he went on 
his way. 
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Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became 
my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he 
saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 2:16-17, 21-22; Psalm 103:1-4, 
8,10,12-13; 2 Corinthians 3:1-6; Mark 2:18-22. 

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. 
Some people came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s 
disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but 
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yours are not? ” Jesus answered, “How can the guests of 
the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so 
long as they have him with them. But the time will come 
when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that 
day they will fast. “No one sews a patch of unshrunken 
cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull 
away from the old, making the tear worse. And no one 
pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine 
will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins 
will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new 
wineskins. ” (Mark 2:18-22) 

Bridegroom In today’s Gospel our Lord makes 
use of a term that is full of meaning in describing himself 
and his relationship to us. He says he is the bridegroom. 
“How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is 
with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with 
them. But the time will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken from them, and on that day they will fast” (Mark 
2:18-22). In the Old Testament, especially in the Prophets, 
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God repeatedly refers to himself as the Bridegroom, and 
his chosen people as his spouse. In today’s first reading, 
the prophet Hosea speaks of God betrothing his people 
with faithfulness. We are his people. Let us think long 
and often of what God has revealed to us about himself. 
Like a husband, he is one and there is no other. He cannot 
be replaced by some other thing in our life. I am the Lord 
your God. You shall have no other god in place of me. So 
our first duty in life is to make sure that we go after 
nothing that will replace him, and that in our hearts we 
worship him alone. The God we worship is constant, 
unchangeable, always faithful and just, always good and 
holy, without any evil. He is almighty, merciful and 
infinitely good, rich in compassion and mercy. All our 
faith, hope and love, then, ought be in him. As our Lord 
put it, quoting the Old Testament, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.” There is to 
be no other god in our life but the one God, for he is our 
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only Bridegroom. Faith in God, then, and acceptance of all 
he has revealed about himself is our first obligation, and St 
Paul teaches that “ignorance of God” is the source of moral 
deviations. This ignorance of God will come if we allow 
our faith in what he has revealed to weaken or be lost. We 
must be vigilant, then. In modern society, people tend to 
pride themselves on their secular culture where there is no 
religious fanaticism. Religion is publicly regarded as a 
private matter and merely such. 

This common view of religion can encourage a public 
attitude that turns God and religion into matters of purely 
personal opinion with little objective reality. The very idea 
of God is regarded as open to debate and to doubt. It is 
seen as acceptable even to deny God’s existence as an 
objective fact. So it is that the culture around us, and what 
it permits, can contain many temptations to religious doubt. 
If one were knowingly and willingly to entertain such 
doubts, and deliberately to cultivate them, one could be led 
into a spiritual blindness which would be sinful. And it is 
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very easy, when hearing such doubts expressed, to go on to 
entertain or even cultivate them. There are novels and 
movies and television discussions that express or at least 
insinuate doubt as to the truth of what God has revealed, 
and as to the truth of what the Church teaches. Freely to 
entertain or cultivate these doubts, without very serious 
reasons and without special vigilance, would expose 
oneself to insidious temptations against faith. One’s 
imagination would be laid open to impressions that could 
go deep and become a permanent incitement within the 
mind to disbelieve. Then in moments of inner weakness, 
one’s affected and infected imagination could prompt one 
to reject this or that doctrine of the Faith. An example 
might be the once popular novel, The Da Vinci Code, a 
novel full of silly errors, but which, with its vivid and 
intriguing plot, might profoundly affect one’s religious 
imagination. That inner stain on the mind might then 
secretly do its work, predisposing a person against holding 
the Faith. Then could follow disbelief in our Lord and the 
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Church, and then the gift of faith could be lost. Spiritual 
blindness could follow which might be very difficult to 
dispel. We must guard the knowledge of God we have 
received from our gift of faith in what he has revealed 
about himself. The case is the same with the virtue of 
hope. We can be tempted against hope by feelings of 
giving up and even despair on the one hand, and on the 
other by presuming on God or on our own capacities. So 
too, we can be tempted against our love for God by 
feelings of indifference, of lukewarmness, of sloth or of 
dislike of God. 

Let us resolve to live resolutely in the knowledge of 
who God is and what he has revealed, as it comes to us in 
the witness and teaching of the Church. Let us be vigilant 
against every kind of temptation that may undermine our 
full acceptance in faith of all that God has revealed to us 
about himself, our full hope in him and our love for him. 
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Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2084-2094 
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Monday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became 
my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he 
saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 17:20-28; Psalm 31; 
Mark 10:17-27 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and 
fell on his knees before him. Good teacher, he asked, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life? Why do you call me 
good? Jesus answered. No-one is good — except God 
alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do 
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not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 
testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and mother. ’ 
Teacher, he declared, all these I have kept since I was a 
boy. Jesus looked at him and loved him. One thing you 
lack, he said. Go, sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me. At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. Jesus looked around and 
said to his disciples, How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God! The disciples were amazed at his words. 
But Jesus said again, Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God. The disciples were even more amazed, and said to 
each other, Who then can be saved? Jesus looked at them 
and said, With man this is impossible, but not with God; all 
things are possible with God. (Mark 10:17-27) 

The Invitation There are three accounts of our 
scene today. There is that given us by Mark, there is the 
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one by Luke (18:18-27), and there is the one by Matthew 
(19:16-22). Let us not delay discussing the theories that 
account for the appearance of the same passage in each 
Gospel. As a matter of fact, the passages are not the same 
— there are differences, and these reflect different 
emphases. In Mark’s account, “a man ran up and knelt 
before him” — while Luke tells us that “a ruler asked 
him.” The question this man asks of our Lord is the same 
in both accounts — as is, virtually, our Lord’s response to 
his question. It is when the man tells our Lord that he had 
observed God’s commandments from his youth that there 
is a difference. Mark informs us that “Jesus looking on 
him loved him, and said to him, ‘You lack one thing ...’” 
(10:21). In Luke, our Lord simply says: “one thing you 
still lack ...” (18:22). In Luke, the invitation to sell all and 
to follow him is part and parcel of Christ’s response to the 
original question, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Abandon all and follow me, is our Lord’s final answer to 
him. Our Lord is placing himself on the level of the Torah, 
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indeed above it. This is because, in following the Torah 
from his youth, the man still lacked the “more” that Christ 
could give — which was, doubtless to the man’s great 
surprise, the very Person of Jesus. For this, he was also 
invited to abandon all his possessions and come with the 
Master as his dedicated disciple with a free heart. No 
prophet from Abraham to Moses to the prophets and to 
John the Baptist had made such an audacious claim as to 
the high path to God and heaven. It was not a demand, 
because our Lord had already indicated (Luke 18:18-20) 
that keeping God’s commandments would get him to 
heaven — but Christ was offering a higher Way, the 
“more.” Matthew helps us by reporting Jesus’ statement, 
“If you would be perfect ...” (19:21). Total love for Jesus 
is the sure path to perfection in God. This is a momentous 
teaching and what it entailed was a shock for the “ruler.” 
One wonders, incidentally, in what sense the man whom 
Luke is describing was a “ruler” (Luke 18:18). It is exactly 
the same word (in the Greek) which John uses of 
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Nicodemus (John 3:1). Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a 
“ruler” or “leader” of the Jews. Our man of today’s Gospel 
may have been a Pharisee, or holding some position in the 
Sanhedrin — John’s Gospel does report (12: 42) that 
“many” among the “rulers” were believers in Jesus, though 
secretly so for fear of the “Jews.” 

I have lingered on Luke’s account (and Matthew) to 
highlight the difference from Mark which I noted earlier. 
In our Gospel passage today (Mark 10:17-27), when our 
Lord received the answer from the man who ran up and 
knelt before him, he looked upon him and loved him (Mark 
10:21). This throws light on the great call of God to man 
that he live a holy life and seek happiness with him in 
heaven. It is, in Mark, precisely when our Lord looks with 
love on the eager young man (we are told he is young by 
Matthew 20:22) that he then extended his invitation to 
leave all to follow him. Our Lord was offering a priceless 
invitation to become his close and personal friend, a special 
disciple who would follow the Master physically and 
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imitate him in his apostolic poverty and dedication to the 
Kingdom. This high and special vocation, this further step 
the man ought take to inherit eternal life, this one thing 
more that he lacked, was the direct involvement with the 
Person of Jesus Christ in faith and love, expressed by a 
special imitation and following of him. What Mark shows 
is that this invitation was due to the love that Christ had for 
him personally, in all his individuality. Christ looked on 
him, knew him to his soul, and loved him. Then came the 
summons. But the man remained sovereignly free. No 
matter how special the choice by God of a person due to 
his love for that person, the person remains free. No matter 
how many gifts God bestows, the receiver of those gifts 
remains free. I prefer to think of this young man as having 
received special gifts all through his youth to his early 
manhood, gifts of grace enabling him to live a good life 
according to God’s commandments — and all of this was 
leading to the moment of our Gospel scene. It was, 
perhaps, the principal purpose of his religious history to 
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that point. God was preparing him for his encounter with 
Jesus Christ, and in this he is an instance of what, to a 
greater or lesser extent and in different ways, God has done 
for each of us. He has prepared us for our encounter with 
Jesus Christ. The great moment comes, and Christ looks 
on us with love and extends his invitation. But we remain 
free. The young man who had been so good, and whom 
Christ looked upon and loved, remained free at this critical 
moment — and he turned down the offer. He did not want 
the “more,” the better path. 

As a matter of fact, every day has its likeness to our 
Gospel scene of today. We who are in Christ by faith and 
baptism have, to one degree or another, been striving to 
gain eternal life — and indeed, to follow Jesus Christ as 
our Master. He looks upon us constantly with love, and 
extends to us each day as if anew, the invitation to follow 
him in love and obedience, detaching ourselves from all 
that might interfere with this all-important love. Let us not 
turn it down in any sense! Let us renounce and avoid the 
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smallest venial sin, any deliberate sin, and most especially 
any mortal sin of thought, word and deed. The one 
necessary thing is the following of Jesus Christ, whatever 
be the cost. 


Second reflection: (Mark 10:17-27) 

The Supernatural One of the characteristics of 
modern Western culture is the pervasive reluctance and 
difficulty in believing in the supernatural. It is what can be 
vindicated empirically that is accepted as fact. 
Accordingly, many theistic philosophers spend much of 
their time proving the possibility of the supernatural. Now, 
even for those who do accept the supernatural, it is a 
further thing to be convinced of its paramount importance. 
For in fact, the supernatural world of God and of heaven 
and hell is a far greater realm than the material world 
which is continually changing and will assuredly pass 
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away. Life is short and eternity long. God’s judgment is, 
or should be, life’s defining thought. Cardinal Newman 
once wrote that the first principle of religion is the thought 
of a judgment — that is, God’s judgment. Our Gospel 
today presents us with the young man who “ran up” to 
Jesus, “knelt down before him and put this question to him, 
‘Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”’ 
(Mark 10:17-27). This young man lived in the thought of 
the supernatural. He was young, with his life ahead of him 
and with great deal he could look forward to, in view of his 
wealth. Nevertheless he knew that life would end, and then 
there would be the judgment of God. Either heaven or hell 
would follow that judgment, and he was determined that it 
would be heaven. He appears to have lived in the thought 
of the supernatural from his earliest days because he told 
our Lord that he had always kept God’s commandments. 
He wanted to do more “to inherit eternal life.” This young 
man has to be regarded, then, as having been exceptionally 
promising at the time of his meeting with Jesus. This is 
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confirmed by the fact that our Lord, after his initial reserve 
at his open enthusiasm, looked on the young man and 
loved him. Our Lord offered the young man the singular 
privilege of inviting him to follow him undividedly. He 
could see that the heart of the young man was attached to 
his wealth, and knew that his great wealth constituted an 
obstacle in his quest for the more. So he invited him to 
follow him, but to begin by selling his possessions and 
giving the money to the poor. It was a wonderful 
opportunity extended to the young man, and who knows 
what may have been his path, had he accepted it! But he 
chose not to, and failed the opportunity. 

The reason was that, though the supernatural was real 
to him, his heart was too attached to the material. As it 
turned out, he was shown not to have regarded the 
supernatural as paramount in Christ’s sense. Let us learn 
from his failure to work on detachment from everything in 
this world so as to be totally attached to Christ and his will. 
In fact, that detachment is part of the very foundation of a 
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truly religious and Christian life. It is to the degree that we 
are detached from this world (in Christ’s sense of the term) 
that we shall make true progress in Christian discipleship. 
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Tuesday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became 
my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he 
saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 35:1-15; Psalm 49; 

Mark 10:28-31 

Peter said to Jesus, We have left everything to follow 
you! I tell you the truth, Jesus replied, no-one who has left 
home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a 
hundred times as much in this present age (homes, 
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brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields — and with 
them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 
(Mark 10:28-31) 

Hundredfold Christ promises great happiness, 

much greater than that which the world promises. I 
promise you a hundred times as much now and eternal life 
hereafter, he tells Simon Peter in our passage today (Mark 
10:28-31). It is France — seventeen centuries later. Our 
hero is Pierre-Adrien, and he found Christ’s joy. He was 
born and baptized on May 4, 1757 in Muneville-le- 
Bingard, France, on the Cotentin peninsula. Pierre-Adrien 
Toulorge was the third child of Julien Toulorge and 
Julienne Hamel, owners of a small farm. The diocese of 
Coutances in which he grew up had remained, in the era of 
the scoffing freethinker Voltaire and all his like, a region of 
religious fervour. Nearly everyone participated in the 
sacraments at Easter, and vocations flourished. Pierre- 
Adrien was pious, and when his first aspirations to the 
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priesthood began to take shape, he was taken under the 
wing of one of the assistant priests who taught him Latin. 
The young man was soon sent to school for his general 
studies and then philosophy. Around 1776, he was 
admitted to the major seminary in Coutances, run by the 
Eudist Fathers. The seminary’s Superior, Father Fran go is 
Lefranc, would be martyred in Paris in September 1792 
during the terrible French Revolution. Ordained a priest in 
1782, Pierre-Adrien Toulorge was made assistant curate in 
Doville, a parish of six hundred inhabitants. The parish 
priest there was a Norbertine canon, methodical and 
zealous. The text of one of the young curate’s sermons on 
the happiness of the just and the misery of the wicked has 
survived to this day. It includes the following passage, 
which is prophetic: “How happy, my Brothers, is the 
condition of the children of God! He tests them, but out of 
love. He afflicts them, but He renders their afflictions 
pleasant; they suffer, and soon His love is moved, and 
hastens to comfort them. He pours into their hearts a 
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thousand blessings of sweetness that transport them. Yes, 
my Brothers, in the tender outpourings of the Consoling 
Spirit, one is penetrated by a divine pleasure, an ineffable, 
indescribable joy. The nature of misfortunes changes, one 
loves them, one suffers at having nothing to suffer, and all 
a faithful soul desires is to perpetuate or consummate its 
sacrifice.” Our young priest had understood the message 
of Christ in our Gospel today: in one’s love for him, Christ 
gives joy. 

In July 1790, the French National Assembly 
promulgated the “Civil Constitution of the Clergy,” a 
schismatic act that placed the Church in France under civil 
authority. In March 1791, Pope Pius VI condemned the 
Civil Constitution and forbade clergy from taking the 
schismatic oath. In the area of Cotentin, Pierre-Adrien 
went underground — from November 1792 to September 
1793, he lived in hiding, going from village to village in 
disguise, to celebrate Mass in private homes and to 
administer the sacraments. Twenty other priests carried 
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out the same ministry in the area. Early in September 1793 
he was arrested hiding in an attic, and brought to trial. 
There were twists and turns in the trial process, but 
eventually he was condemned to death. The point for us 
today was his response: A moving silence followed the 
reading of the verdict. Then Father Pierre-Adrien uttered 
these words: “Deo gratias! (Thanks be to God). May 
God’s will, not mine, be done! Adieu, Messieurs, until 
Eternity, if you make yourselves worthy of it!” His face 
shone with joy. Housewives who passed him as he was 
being taken back to prison thought he had been acquitted. 
When evening came, the prisoner dined with a healthy 
appetite, then went to confession and managed to write 
three letters. To a friend: “I have very good news to tell 
you. They have just read me my death sentence. 
Tomorrow, at two o’clock, I will leave this earth laden with 
abominations to go to Heaven. My consolation right now 
is that God is giving me tremendous joy and serenity — 
and what strengthens me is the hope that soon I will 
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possess my God.” To his brother: “Rejoice, tomorrow you 
will have a protector in Heaven, if God, as I hope, sustains 
me, as He has up till now. Rejoice that God has found me 
worthy of suffering not only prison, but even death for Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is not to perishable goods that we 
must be attached.” He announced his imminent martyrdom 
to an unidentified person, adding, “I did not deserve such 
an obvious sign of God’s goodness.” When the executioner 
came for him, Pierre-Adrien Toulorge blessed those 
present. Arriving at the foot of the guillotine in the centre 
of Coutances, Father Pierre-Adrien said, “My God, I place 
my soul in Your hands. I ask that You re-establish and 
keep Your Holy Church. I beg You to forgive my 
enemies.” 

The point is that here we have an example of one who 
put behind him the joys of this world for the sake of Jesus 
Christ and the Gospel, and he was given a hundredfold in 
joy here, and eternal life hereafter. Pierre-Adrien really did 
experience far more joy and happiness than those around 



1995 


him, and most certainly far more happiness than those who 
had abandoned Jesus Christ in the years of the French 
hatred of religion. He is an instance of the truth of today’s 
Gospel passage, in which Christ promises deep happiness 
to those who are truly his disciples. This joy is Christ’s 
gift from heaven. But of course, many do not give Christ 
so much as a try, so great is the hold of the world on their 
hearts. Let us make our decision for Jesus Christ, the 
divine Giver of joy, every day. Life is short and eternity is 
very, very, very long. 


Second reflection: (Mark 10:28-31) 

Peter said to him, “We have left everything to follow 
you! ” “I tell you the truth, ” Jesus replied, “no one who 
has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive 
a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, 
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brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields — and with 
them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first” 
(Mark 10:28-31) 

The Great Goal Whatever be the commitment a 
person makes, that person will have to give up some things 
in pursuit of his chosen goal. He may have chosen to 
dedicate himself to prowess in a particular sport that takes 
up many years of his life. In doing this he gives up his 
vaguely considered dream of being a medical doctor — or 
it could be vice versa. The same pattern will be found in 
choosing to serve Christ and share in his mission in a way 
appropriate to one’s calling in life. A housewife and 
mother takes up the call to be a catechist in order to serve 
God, or to assist in a range of other apostolic activities. 
Gradually she becomes more involved and committed, 
consciously foregoing many other things she could have 
done that would have been to her material advantage. She 
foregoes taking on part-time paid work that also keeps up 
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certain professional skills she once had. Or, taking yet 
another example, a young person chooses to consecrate his 
or her life to Christ and the Gospel totally. Many things 
are given up: family, a lucrative and interesting career, full 
scope for his own legitimate independence in life. Many 
things are left behind in choosing to follow Christ. 

Sooner or later the sacrifices involved in doing this for 
the sake of Christ and the Gospel will be felt. The question 
could then arise in that person’s heart, Is it worth it? What 
shall I get out of all this? This is the exact question that 
was put to our Lord in today’s Gospel by Peter: “What 
about us? We have left everything and followed you” 
(Mark 10:28-31). Our Lord responds by guaranteeing a 
full recompense: “I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “no 
one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to 
receive a hundred times as much ... and in the age to come, 
eternal life.” The greatest recompense will be the love of 
Jesus himself, in whom is found every heavenly blessing. 
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Christ’s friendship and the care which he extends to his 
friends both here and hereafter will be the greatest reward 
— but Christ’s follower must not look back in a state of 
continuing attachment to the things that were given up. If 
he follows Christ with abandon, happiness will be his — 
that is Christ’s guarantee. 

Let us make our choice for Jesus, and let us cheerfully 
give up whatever is required for that choice. Let us not 
look back, but rather keep our eyes on the pearl of great 
price, the treasure discovered that had been hidden in the 
field. 
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Wednesday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became 
my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he 
saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 36:1-2.5-6.13-19; 

Psalm 78; Mark 10:32-45 

They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus 
leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while 
those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve 
aside and told them what was going to happen to him. We 
are going up to Jerusalem, he said, and the Son of Man 
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will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. 
They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to 
the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him 
and kill him. Three days later he will rise. Then James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. Teacher, they 
said, we want you to do for us whatever we ask. What do 
you want me to do for you? he asked. They replied, Let 
one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
glory. You don't know what you are asking, Jesus said. 
Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptised with the 
baptism I am baptised with? We can, they answered. 
Jesus said to them, You will drink the cup I drink and be 
baptised with the baptism I am baptised with, but to sit at 
my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong 
to those for whom they have been prepared. When the ten 
heard about this, they became indignant with James and 
John. Jesus called them together and said, You know that 
those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
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them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants 
to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:32-45) 

Death The greatest step in life that everyone must 
take is the step of death. We all must take that step — we 
have no choice about it. We may see it coming and 
prepare in some sense for its arrival, or it may overtake us 
unawares, but we cannot avoid it. It is just a matter of time 
and the conqueror that is death will have its way. Human 
nature revolts at the prospect, and the thought causes 
revulsion — but it cannot be helped. Death will come 
more surely than the day or the night. In a religious age — 
and most ages are religious because religion is natural to 
man — death is the ultimate punishment. Man has a 
conscience, and typically his conscience is religious. He 
sees God to be behind the dictates of his conscience, and 
his having all too often disobeyed his conscience means 
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that he tends to see reversals and misfortunes as 
punishment for sinning against God or the gods. Death and 
sickness and sufferings are typical punishments 
administered not only by society but by the powers above. 
This perception of man has a good deal of truth in it 
because we see it expressed in the revealed teaching on the 
beginnings. I refer to Genesis and its account of the 
Original Sin by the first Man and Woman. The Woman 
knew that God had forbidden her to eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil in the midst of the Garden in 
Eden. But she accepted the temptation from the Serpent to 
“be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). She 
“took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened” 
(3:6). At that, they “hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden.” They 
attempted to avoid responsibility for their disobedience, but 
the sentence came. They would suffer, endure toil and die. 
“In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return 
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to the ground” (3:19). They were driven out of the Garden 
and were forbidden access “to the tree of life” (3:24). 
Death is the final and greatest misery, and it has come 
because of sin. Death has generally been perceived as the 
final punishment. In an age such as ours in which the 
sense of God — so natural to man as he hears the voice of 
his conscience and looks upon the world about him — has 
diminished so strikingly, the idea of supernatural sanctions 
has passed from sight. Death is now just a sad fact, a mere 
happening, a phenomenon to be managed, delayed, or even 
used to advantage in order to avoid more suffering. 

In the great ones of Old Testament religion, death 
generally retains its negative and colourless character. It 
lacks positive significance. Abraham “breathed his last 
and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, 
and was gathered to his people. Isaac and Ishmael and his 
sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah” (Genesis 25:8- 
9). That was the end of it — there was nothing especially 
positive about his death as such. It was the legacy of the 
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Original Sin of Genesis 3. Isaac’s turn came, as did 
Jacob’s: “when Jacob finished charging his sons, he drew 
up his feet into the bed, and breathed his last, and was 
gathered to his people” (Genesis 49:33). These great and 
good fathers of the chosen people ended their days in the 
peace of God, but they had to pass through the sad door of 
death. Moses too, the second founder of the chosen 
people, as we might regard him, also had to die — and in 
his case there was an added punishment for his own sin of 
lack of faith. He was condemned to die without entering 
the Promised Land, being granted only a glimpse of it. “So 
Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of the Lord, and he buried 
him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Bethpeor” 
(Deuteronomy 34:5-6). The kings and prophets live and 
die. Samuel is called up from Hades by the woman of 
Endor, and pronounces the divine sentence on Saul who 
will die the following day. The prophets lived out their 
lives, and then they died. In terms of meaning, the Book of 
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Ecclesiastes seems to say it all: “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to 
be bom, and a time to die” (3:1). There were some 
prophetic signs of a breakthrough in this grand conundrum. 
For instance, in the scrolls of the prophet Isaiah there are 
precious passages about a Servant of Yahweh. He is to 
lead the nations but he is horribly abused. He sacrifices 
himself, accepting the punishment due to others (53:4-6). 
His death was that of an innocent one and an offering for 
sin — and fruit will come of it (53:10-12). In this, there is 
some fitful light on the meaning of death. This is the 
background for the remarkably original phenomenon of 
Jesus Christ, whose death was so splendidly positive. 

As our Gospel today (Mark 10:32-45) implies, Christ 
entered the world in order, primarily, to embrace death as 
the innocent One, because it was, in the surprising plan of 
God, precisely a degrading death which would be the 
means of bearing unparalleled fruit. Christ has made of 
death and the sufferings associated with death a glorious 
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path to life, life in abundance here and life everlasting 
hereafter. Death remains the greatest step that each man or 
woman must take, and it is inevitable. But now it is the 
most positive thing one can do, if one does it in union with 
Jesus Christ. If he dies in Christ he will rise with him, and 
in and with Christ he will help save the world. Let us then 
take up our cross every day and follow closely in the 
footsteps of the Master, right to death. 
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Thursday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became 
my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he 
saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 42:15-26; Psalm 32; 
Mark 10:46-52 

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his 
disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the 
city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means ‘son of 
Timaeus ), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 
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‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! ’ Many rebuked 
him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, 
‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stopped and 
said, ‘Call him. ’ So they called to the blind man, ‘Cheer 
up! On your feet! He’s calling you. ’ Throwing his cloak 
aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. ‘What do 
you want me to do for you? ’ Jesus asked him. The blind 
man said, ‘Rabbi, I want to see. ’ ‘Go, ’ said Jesus, ‘your 
faith has healed you. ’ Immediately he received his sight 
and followed Jesus along the road. (Mark 10:46-52) 

Divine Mercy She was bom in Japan in 1930 — 
prematurely, and as a result she struggled with a weak 
constitution for most of her childhood. Her name was 
Agnes Katsuko Sasagawa. Raised in a Buddhist family, at 
age 19 she was struck by a paralysis of the central nervous 
system as a result of a mistake that had been made during 
an appendectomy. For 16 years she was physically fairly 
immobile. Then, in a clinic in Myoko, Japan, she became 
friends with a nurse who was a fervent Catholic. Under the 
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care of this nurse, Agnes ’ health improved and it was here 
that she took her first steps in the Catholic faith. Her love 
of God grew so much that Agnes desired to enter a 
religious community. Agnes once declared that sometime 
after her conversion her Guardian Angel appeared to her 
and taught her the “Fatima” decade prayer, and told her to 
insert this into the rosaries she prayed. Agnes then joined 
the Sisters of Junshin in Nagasaki. Four months later, 
however, she had a sudden relapse of health and needed to 
be taken back to the clinic in Myoko. The Sisters of 
Junshin prayed for her recovery and sent some Lourdes 
water for her to drink. Immediately upon sipping the holy 
water, Agnes regained consciousness. Her paralyzed limbs 
also regained mobility. While she wished to return to the 
sisters in Nagasaki, the pastor of Takada asked and 
persuaded her to care for a newly constructed church in 
Myoko. Later, she heard about the Institute of the 
Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist. Upon the invitation of Bishop Ito, founder of 
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the institute, Agnes joined the Handmaids of the Eucharist. 
She retained the care of the church in Myoko, and taught 
catechism as well. However, on Friday, March 16, 1973, 
she realized she had gradually become deaf. She had 
consecrated herself to God and above all desired to live 
only in His service. If permitted, she wished to offer 
herself in a life of prayer and penance in the Motherhouse 
of the Handmaids of the Eucharist. And so it was. By 
May 12, 1973, all doors had opened for her to begin her 
new life, a life in total silence, prayer and dedication, and 
she entered the convent at Yuzawadai, better known as 
Akita. During the months that followed, Agnes began to 
experience what appeared to be the stigmata. Various 
other supernatural occurrences followed, including 
purported messages and tears from the wooden statue of 
Our Lady of All Nations. The matter of these interventions 
of Our Lady was approved by the bishop of the diocese, 
Bishop John Shoojiroo Ito of Niigata, in a pastoral letter of 
April 1984. He stated that “After the inquiries conducted 



2011 


up to the present day ... I authorize that all of the diocese 
entrusted to me venerate the Holy Mother of Akita.” 

The purpose of mentioning this is not to recommend 
the veneration of Our Lady of Akita — that may be left to 
the test of time and the judgment of the Church. Inevitably 
there will be some controversy about that. The purpose 
here is to point to the case of a most unlikely person, born 
outside the Christian pale and with the worst luck in terms 
of physical health. She was drawn gradually into the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and an intimacy with him, 
accompanied by dramatic personal healings of her sorry 
condition. So let us simply think of the story of this 
woman as an illustration of the divine mercy touching 
human need and raising an obscure person from the 
prospect of temporal misery to a share in the divine life. 
Agnes passed from Buddhism and impossible ill-health to a 
vibrant faith in Jesus Christ. She could not have expected 
any such outcome, nor could have anyone associated with 
her. It was the divine choice present in countless other 
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instances and in various forms in others. All of this brings 
us to our Gospel today (Mark 10:46-52), which begins with 
the scene of the pathetic blind man, the son of Timaeus, 
sitting by the road at the departure from Jericho. Doubtless 
it was a good spot to beg from, having immediate access to 
all who would be leaving the city for Jerusalem. We read 
that “Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his 
disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the 
city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means ‘son of 
Timaeus’), was sitting by the roadside begging.” Bar 
Timaeus was a nobody, with little prospect for anything in 
life except to eke out an existence with few comforts and 
little consolation. He may have been pitied, but probably 
not helped much. We may suppose that it would also have 
been difficult for him to grow significantly in his religious 
life for he had few supports. But the divine touch was 
certainly present in his life — as we see from what 
followed his dramatic healing. His life had been miserable, 
and the one thing he wanted was to be liberated from his 
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blindness that so incapacitated him. The divine mercy, 
without warning, entered his life in the person of Jesus of 
Nazareth — in whom is present the fullness of the godhead 
bodily. “Rabbi, I want to see.” “Go,” said Jesus, “your 
faith has healed you.” 

What happened then was much more significant than 
his healing — just as the life of faith was much more 
significant in the life of Agnes Katsuko Sasagawa than her 
healings. We read of Bar Timaeus that “immediately he 
received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.” His 
name is given, suggesting that he was known in the infant 
Church, and that his following of Jesus along the road was 
the beginning of an unshaken discipleship for the rest of his 
life. Jesus Christ became the treasure of his life, the Light 
that had dispelled the darkness, and which continued to 
dispel the darkness. We may presume that Bar Timaeus 
lived in the Light from then on. This was the greatest act 
of divine mercy in his life, and it is a lesson for every other 
“nobody”. 
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Friday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became 
my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he 
saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 44:1.9-13; Psalm 149; 
Mark 11:11-26 

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He 
looked around at everything, but since it was already late, 
he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. The next day as 
they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in 
the distance a fig-tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had 
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any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, 
because it was not the season for figs. Then he said to the 
tree, May no-one ever eat fruit from you again. And his 
disciples heard him say it. On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus 
entered the temple area and began driving out those who 
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and the benches of those selling doves, 
and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through 
the temple courts. And as he taught them, he said, Is it not 
written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers’. The 
chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and 
began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, 
because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 
When evening came, they went out of the city. In the 
morning, as they went along, they saw the fig-tree withered 
from the roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus, 
Rabbi, look! The fig-tree you cursed has withered! Have 
faith in God, Jesus answered. I tell you the truth, if anyone 
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says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea, ’ 
and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he 
says will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell 
you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours. And when you stand 
praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, 
so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins. 
(Mark 11:11-26) 

The Temple The incident of Christ’s cleansing the 
Temple is recorded in each of the three Synoptic Gospels, 
and a cleansing is also recounted in the Gospel of St John 
— which may or may not be the same event. It must have 
been a sensation — the man from the north in Galilee, 
regarded by very many as a prophet, taking it to himself to 
assume complete charge of decorum in the great Temple. 
It is the only occasion when Christ exercised decisive 
physical force. There was an explosion of noise and 
activity, with Jesus throwing tables, money and other 
business utensils in various directions. He drove people 
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and animals out of the Temple area till all was calm. He 
then insisted on prayer and teaching. It was virtually 
unprecedented. We do read in the Book of Nehemiah that 
Nehemiah imposed proper behaviour and procedures in the 
Temple — he overturned the furniture of Tobiah the 
Ammonite and cleansed the chambers — for with the 
cooperation of Eliashib the priest, Tobiah had leased the 
storerooms of the temple and deprived the Levites of their 
rations from the offerings (chapter 13). Regarding this 
action of Christ, there are some differences in the sequence 
of events between our passage from Mark and that in, say, 
Matthew. For instance, in Mark our Lord enters Jerusalem 
and then the Temple. He sees the situation and, as it was 
already late, leaves for Bethany — it is only the next day 
that he takes action in the Temple. Whereas in Matthew, 
our Lord cleanses the Temple when he arrives in Jerusalem 
(21:12-13). Likewise in Luke, our Lord cleanses the 
Temple on arriving in Jerusalem (19:45-46). Luke is brief, 
as is Matthew. He states that Christ drove them out, 
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quoting Scripture that the house of God ought be a house 
of prayer and not a den of robbers. Matthew is the same, 
with a little more detail on the action of the cleansing. 
John, of course, situates this early in his Gospel (2:13-22) 
— but he may also be intending to stress that our Lord did 
this not once at the end of his ministry just prior to his 
Passion, but early on too. In Mark’s account, Christ’s 
action appears more deliberate and prophetic than in 
Matthew and Luke. He sees the situation, leaves for 
Bethany, pauses to pronounce a sentence on the fig tree — 
as a prophetic action — and the next day comes back to 
fulfil his purpose for the Temple. 

Let us consider the account provided by Mark. 
Presumably it is the narrative given by Simon Peter, for 
whom, it is agreed, Mark was a kind of secretary in the 
Church of Rome. We notice, too, that it is Peter who 
points out the effect on the fig tree of Christ’s word 
(11:21). So then, Christ enters Jerusalem amid acclaim and 
goes into the Temple. It is his first port of call — for it is 
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the house of his heavenly Father. It was already late, Mark 
informs us, and Jesus looked around at everything, then left 
the City for Bethany with the Twelve. The incident of the 
cleansing may be said to start here at the first visit, and it is 
interrupted by our Lord’s stay at Bethany and his utterance 
at the fig tree the next day. He was hungry and he came to 
the fig tree in leaf. Though it was not the season for figs 
(11:13), he declared a curse upon it that it was never to 
bear fruit again. Our Lord is acting as prophet, engaged in 
prophetic words and actions that signify wider meanings. 
While one lesson from his action will be explained the 
following day to his disciples (about the prayer of petition 
11:20-26), our Lord’s words and actions with the fig tree 
also intimate the spiritual state of the worship in the 
Temple. They immediately follow his presence in the 
Temple and are immediately followed by his cleansing of 
the Temple. The whole incident (Temple, fig-tree, 
Temple) is all of a piece. The doom of the fig tree is a 
prefiguring of the doom of the Temple and of the City for 
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its spiritual state and its rejection of the Messiah. Our 
Lord’s dramatic overturning of the tables foreshadows (as 
does the curse on the fig tree) the Temple’s violent 
destruction decades later. Several Old Testament passages 
may be said to hint at our Lord’s action. In Malachi 3:1-3, 
God promises to come to his Temple suddenly, and “who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears?” (3:1-2). Christ’s temporary interruption of 
Temple proceedings reminds us of Daniel’s prediction of a 
permanent disruption: “the people of the prince who is to 
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary” (Daniel 
9:26). It also recalls the prophecy of Zechariah that “there 
shall no longer be a trader in the house of the Lord on that 
day” (Zechariah 14:21). Isaiah foresaw that Yahweh 
would gather the Gentiles to the worship of Israel: “These I 
will bring to my holy mountain, .... for my house will be 
called a house of prayer for all peoples” (Isaiah 56:7). 

A far greater reality was coming, and John in his 
Gospel alludes to it. “Destroy this Temple and in three 
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days I will raise it up” — “he spoke of the Temple of his 
body” (John 3:19-21). When our Lord spoke to the woman 
at Jacob’s Well he said that “God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship him in spirit and truth” (John 
4:24). This we do in Jesus Christ. He is the true and 
definitive Temple of God, and those who by faith and 
baptism are in him worship in spirit and in truth. Let us 
understand the surpassing treasure mankind has in Jesus 
Christ. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. No-one 
comes to the Father but by him, and to see him is to see the 
Father. Let us live in Christ, then, for he is the true Temple 
of God. 
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Saturday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became 
my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he 
saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 51:17-27; Psalm 18; 
Mark 11:27-33 

Jesus and his disciples arrived again in Jerusalem, 
and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 
By what authority are you doing these things? they asked. 
And who gave you authority to do this? Jesus replied, I 
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will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. John's baptism 
— was it from heaven, or from men? Tell me! They 
discussed it among themselves and said, If we say, ‘From 
heaven’, he will ask, ‘Then why didn't you believe him?’ 
But shall we say, ‘From men ’? — they feared the people, 
for everyone held that John really was a prophet. So they 
answered Jesus, We don't know. Jesus said, Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. (Mark 
11:27-33) 

By What Authority? When Christ was asked, on 
the occasion narrated in our Gospel passage today, by what 
authority he was doing the things he had been doing, he 
refused to answer. The Jewish authorities displayed not the 
slightest disposition to accept what he would say. The 
immediate occasion of their question was his assuming 
command of the Temple — he had driven out “those who 
sold and those who bought in the Temple”. He overturned 
“the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those 
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who sold pigeons; and he would not allow anyone to carry 
anything through the Temple” (Mark 11:15-16). It was 
the act of one in authority — but by what authority? The 
people perceived him as one who taught with authority 
(and not like the scribes), and the leaders were coming to 
understand his claims. They did not like it. At his trial he 
was put on oath to declare whether he claimed to be not 
only the Messiah but the Son of the Blessed One. That is 
the one time that our Lord did answer a question (which 
was an accusation) during his trial: Yes, lam — and you 
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven 
sitting at the right hand of the Power, which is to say, the 
Almighty One (Mark 14:62). I am the Almighty’s equal. 
He was condemned to death for blasphemy. On his rising 
from the dead, he told his disciples on the mountain in 
Galilee that “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations” (Matthew 28:16-18). The authority of Jesus 
Christ is a pivotal issue, and Cardinal Newman once wrote 
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that religion is essentially a matter of authority and 
obedience. The disciple of Jesus Christ accepts Christ’s 
supreme authority and his obligation of full obedience to 
him. Let us, then, contemplate the authority of Christ — 
which is the question posed to him in our Gospel passage 
today (Mark 11:27-33). It comes down to the all-important 
matter of his divinity. No-one else in history stands with 
such transcendent claims, while being taken so seriously. 
Yes, the likes of Alexander the Great (and others) claimed 
to be divine as having descended from the gods. Later, 
various Roman emperors were paid divine honours and 
after death raised to the status of (minor) deities. But of 
course, this we know to have been ridiculous. Not so, the 
belief of the Church in Christ. It is a sober claim of faith 
with powerful intellects and moral witnesses behind it, and 
stemming from the Founder himself. 

Jesus, of course, certainly claimed to be the promised 
Messiah: “The woman said to him, ‘I know that (the) 
Messiah is coming ...’ Jesus said to her, ‘I who speak to 
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you am he’” (John 4:26). He claimed to be greater than 
Abraham, Moses, Solomon and Jonah, and habitually 
claimed to be sent by God — willingly accepting the titles 
“Master” and “Lord.” But there is more than this. He 
forgave sins, to the astonishment of the critical leaders who 
recognize instantly that only God can forgive sin. He 
worked miracles precisely to vindicate before God and man 
his claims. In the matter of the Sabbath he acts and 
decides, he tells the leaders, as “Lord of the Sabbath” — 
what prophet from Abraham to Moses to all of them ever 
said such a thing of this pivotal institution, the Sabbath? 
Nathanael, at the beginning of Christ’s public ministry — 
as had John the Baptist (in the Gospel of St John) — 
acknowledged him as the Son of God. So did Martha 
before he raised her brother so spectacularly from the 
grave. Jesus commended Simon Peter warmly as having 
been enlightened by the Father in heaven when he 
professed faith in him as the Messiah and Son of God. On 
one notable occasion Jesus was walking in the Temple 
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portico of Solomon (for it was winter) and he was accosted 
by “the Jews” — the authorities. Are you the Christ? they 
asked — is this the basis of your authority? in other words. 
They then got more than they had bargained for, because 
our Lord then, telling them that they were no sheep of his, 
calmly and firmly asserted that “I and the Father are one” 
(John 10:30). There was no mistaking it — they took up 
stones to put an end to him because he had uttered 
blasphemy: “you, being a man, make yourself God” 
(10:33). In later years Paul and Barnabas would correct 
those who took them for gods (Acts 14:12-14), but Christ 
never corrected anyone who applied to him the title of Son 
of God in its full meaning. Indeed, he applied it to himself 
— and this was a person who challenged his enemies to 
convict him of any sin. Now, at the beginning, these 
astonishing claims had been foretold to the Virgin Mary his 
mother, prior to his very conception. The Angel Gabriel 
declared that the Child to be bom will be the “Son of the 
Most High” and “Son of God” (Luke 1:32.35). Then at the 
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end, St John in his Gospel records the wonderful 
acknowledgment of the risen Christ’s divinity by the 
hitherto unbelieving Thomas: “My Lord and my God!” 
(20:28). 

John’s point in writing his Gospel is to bring this out 
— that the reader might believe that “Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life 
in his name” (20:31). He thus shows the firm conviction of 
the Church about this extraordinary and unique Man. He is 
the Word made flesh, the Word who “was with God,” the 
Word who was and is God. All things were made through 
him and without him nothing was made. In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. It is he, the Word, who 
became flesh and dwelt among us — and “we beheld his 
glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father” (John 1:1- 
18). Therein lies the supreme authority of Jesus Christ. 
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Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Psalm 80; 

2 Corinthians 4:6-11; Mark 2:23-3:6 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, 
and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick some 
ears of corn. The Pharisees said to him, Look, why are 
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they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath? He answered, 
Have you never read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry and in need? In the days of 
Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and 
ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests 
to eat. And he also gave some to his companions. Then he 
said to them, The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath. Another time he went into the synagogue, and a 
man with a shrivelled hand was there. Some of them were 
looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him 
closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. Jesus 
said to the man with the shrivelled hand, Stand up in front 
of everyone. Then Jesus asked them, Which is lawful on 
the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill? 
But they remained silent. He looked round at them in 
anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said 
to the man, Stretch out your hand. He stretched it out, and 
his hand was completely restored. Then the Pharisees 
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went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they 
might kill Jesus. (Mark 2:23-3:6) 

Sin Pharisees were a party and school of thought in 
Judea that arose especially during the Hasmonean dynasty 
(140-37 BC) in the wake of the Maccabean Revolt. Their 
heyday may have been during the time of Jesus Christ. In 
effect, only Christianity and Pharisaism survived the 
destruction of the Temple in AD 70. The Pharisees may be 
regarded as the spiritual fathers of modern Judaism, for 
Pharisaic beliefs became the liturgical and ritualistic basis 
for Rabbinic Judaism. The Pharisees have become well 
known because of references in the Gospels to conflicts 
between themselves and John the Baptist and especially 
with Jesus Christ. What were the Pharisees especially 
concerned for? It seems that it was especially the Law — 
the Law of God in its meticulous detail. Josephus, a 
Pharisee, emphasized laws rather than beliefs when 
describing the characteristics of an apostate and the 
requirements of conversion. I have read that no single tract 
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of the key Rabbinic texts, the Mishnah and the Talmud, is 
devoted mainly to theological issues. These texts, 
representing the Pharisaic insistence not only on the 
(written) Torah but also on an Oral Law or Tradition, are 
concerned primarily with interpretations of Jewish law, and 
anecdotes about the sages and their values. It is clear that 
the Pharisees were successful guardians of Jewish religious 
practice, especially in relation to the pivotal observance of 
the Sabbath. They stressed the meticulous observance of 
small religious duties as well as large ones — with the 
implicit suggestion that all laws were of equal importance 
in pleasing God. We must allow for exceptions, though, — 
as we read in Mark 12:33, where a “teacher of the law” 
grants with our Lord a supreme law being far more 
important than others. It seems too that the Rabbis were 
not especially concerned with the Messiah, though he was 
expected as the one who would herald an era of world 
peace. They may, then, have had insufficient focus on 
revealed dogma. That is, they may not have contemplated 
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God and his nature sufficiently — his being and his 
revealed character. Just as the foundation of a life of 
mercy in the Christian life is the contemplation of the 
divine mercy, so the foundation of a life of obedience to the 
Law of God is the contemplation of God. If God is not 
really known, then his true will as enshrined in his Law 
will be but poorly known. 

While the danger of a focus on the Law of God and its 
minute observance may, in some instances, betray a lack of 
focus on God and who he really is, we must not imagine 
that our Lord condemned all the Pharisees and their class. 
The Gospels give at least one specific case, and perhaps a 
second, of a Pharisee who loved and followed him — even 
if secretly. Nicodemus the Pharisee came to him by night 
to be instructed by him. He defended Christ in a fashion 
within the Sanhedrin (John 7:50), and assisted at his burial. 
Then there was Joseph of Arimathea, possibly a Pharisee 
and certainly a member of the Sanhedrin, who boldly went 
to Pilate for the body of Jesus. The opinion among the 
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Pharisees was obviously divided. John tells us that “many 
even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the 
Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should be put out 
of the synagogue” (John 12:42). So the position was fluid, 
perhaps there being dominant Pharisees who were 
especially associated with the Temple aristocracy. Even 
among our Lord’s opponents, I cannot see why there may 
not have been some who were hostile more because of a 
profound misapprehension than a ruling self-interest. For 
instance, Saul of Tarsus may have been a young Pharisee 
in Jerusalem at the time, being mentored by the elders. He 
launched a fierce attack on the infant Church after 
Pentecost, but dramatically changed at his encounter with 
the risen Jesus. This immediate conversion suggests an 
habitually sincere following of his conscience which, 
though, (he recognized) had been utterly mistaken. The 
implacable core of opposition to our Lord emanated from 
the chief priests and the Temple aristocracy (which 
included Sadducees), and who, as Pilate saw, were filled 
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with envy. Their hatred was occasioned by our Lord’s 
holy authority, his unconcern for the good opinion of the 
high and mighty, and his effortless command of the 
religious sentiment of the common people. He did not 
hesitate to clean up the Temple itself. The point here is 
that the opposition of many Pharisees, instanced in our 
Gospel passage today, illustrates how the supreme 
dimension of life that is religion may be perverted and 
become sordid. In the case of many of the Pharisees 
(though not all), it was God’s Law, made up of 
prescriptions varying in importance and buttressed by 
traditional procedures, which was turned to account for 
self-aggrandizement. God and love for him was lost sight 
of. 


In our Gospel scene today (Mark 2:23 3:6) we see the 
proportions of this hardening of heart in the face of the 
holy and merciful action of the Incarnate Son of God. 
“Jesus said to the man with the shrivelled hand, Stand up 
in front of everyone. Then Jesus asked them, Which is 
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lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life 
or to kill? But they remained silent. He looked round at 
them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn 
hearts, said to the man, Stretch out your hand. ” They were 
so culpably blind and stubborn as to evoke the anger of 
Jesus Christ — and then, having seen the spectacular 
divine action that followed, they withdrew to plan how to 
do away with him. Sin is a terrible thing, and the most 
terrible thing about it is that it sets a person in the direction 
of wanting to do away with God. 
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Monday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 1:3; 2:1-8; Psalm 111; 

Mark 12:1-12 

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests, the scribes, 
and the elders in parables. A man planted a vineyard. He 
put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a 
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers 
and went away on a journey. At harvest time he sent a 
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servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit 
of the vineyard. But they seized him, beat him and sent him 
away empty-handed. Then he sent another servant to 
them; they struck this man on the head and treated him 
shamefully. He sent still another, and that one they killed. 
He sent many others; some of them they beat, others they 
killed. He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He 
sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my son. ’ But 
the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, 
let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours. ’ So they 
took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 
What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come 
and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others. 
Haven't you read this scripture: ‘The stone the builders 
rejected has become the keystone; the Lord has done this, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes’? Then they looked for a 
way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the 
parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; 
so they left him and went away. (Mark 12:1-12) 
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The Lord Has Done This! We love to achieve — 
but we must take the appropriate means. From time 
immemorial sports events have commanded great 
popularity. The Roman Emperors knew they had to control 
two great bodies in the imperial City: the military and the 
populace. One important means of holding the populace 
was by entertainment, such as staging great events in the 
Colosseum. The people loved achievement in sport. In our 
own day the Olympics and their counterparts grip the 
attention of the world as all watch victories gained by those 
who have the talent and who have put in the required 
preparation. The 2014 FIFA World Cup final in Brazil 
between Argentina and Germany was a universal media 
event. People love to see achievements. I once went to see 
a movie on the racehorse Phar Lap. In one scene of an 
important race, Phar Lap gradually overtook all other 
horses and the cinema erupted with cheers. The audience 
forgot that they were watching only a movie. They loved 
the triumph. Another movie, The Gladiator, opened with a 
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battle between the Roman forces (led by Russell Crowe, 
the future gladiator) and some German tribes. The German 
tribes were routed because of the superior Roman 
armament and organization, but what was noticeable was 
the delight of the audience in the spectacle of the Roman 
triumph. Now, all these cases of victory and achievement 
were due to natural means being taken to achieve a chosen 
goal. It is one of the aims of good education that a young 
person is helped to aim for worthy goals in work and life, 
and to know what are the means to achieve them. Then he 
must apply those means to gain the end. In this sense, 
under God and assuming God’s providential care for him, 
he must work as if all depended on him while trusting and 
praying that God will provide the increase. One may think 
that one’s cause is the cause of God — and to all 
appearances it may seem to be. But if one does not take 
what are obviously the required means, and if one is not 
favoured with the required circumstances, the results of 
one’s efforts may be a dismal failure. For some Catholics 
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of the time, it would have seemed a tragic catastrophe that 
Henry VIII and Elizabeth I were leading their country out 
of communion with the See of Rome. It may even have 
seemed to some a most godly cause to invade and replace 
the Protestant monarchs — but without suitable natural 
means (such as an agile and superior navy) and 
circumstances (good sea weather), such hopes were 
doomed. And so, for instance, the Spanish Armada was a 
debacle. 

All this is so obvious that it does not need to be stated, 
except that it provides a backdrop for what is very different 
and yet so important for the world. I refer to the ways of 
God in his work of redemption. Consider the call of 
Moses, delivered to him by God from the Burning Bush. 
“I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt and 
have heard their cry .... Come now! I will send you to 
Pharaoh to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. But Moses said 
to God, Who am I that I should go..?” (Exodus 3:4-12). 
Who am I, indeed. The means provided fell far short of 
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what seemed to be needed. But God answered, “I will be 
with you” (3:12). In the call of Gideon there is a similar 
pattern. “The Lord turned to him and said. Go with the 
strength you have and save Israel from the power of 
Madian. It is I who send you. But he answered him, 
Please my Lord, how can I save Israel? ... I shall be with 
you, the Lord said to him” (Judges 6:14-16). Again, before 
the defeat of Madian, “The Lord said to Gideon, You have 
too many soldiers with you for me to deliver Madian into 
their power ...” The Lord provided a test, and Gideon’s 
force was reduced to three hundred — and then came the 
victory (7:2-22). What I am saying here is that God has 
shown that in the divine work of redemption — 
foreshadowed and typified by the liberations effected for 
the chosen people of Israel in the Old Testament — it does 
not depend on the number of chariots. Material weakness 
is not the measure of the spiritual result. Human resources 
are not irrelevant, indeed they can be of great help if it is 
the plan of God that they be so. But the decisive issue is 
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precisely the plan and might of the unseen God. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel today (Mark 12:1-12), for this 
general point is manifested supremely in the Passion and 
Death of the Saviour of the world. Our Lord warns his 
enemies that God will do his mighty work with the 
humility and the crucifixion of the Messiah. In his parable, 
he portrays his enemies: “the tenants said to one another, 
‘This is the heir. Come, let's kill him, and the inheritance 
will be ours.’ So they took him and killed him.” But our 
Lord’s conclusion points to God’s triumph with the 
apparent weakness of means: “Have you not read this 
scripture: 'The stone the builders rejected has become the 
keystone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes'?” The Lord did it! It was not dependent on 
merely natural means — as is the case with natural 
achievements. 

That is the point: “the Lord has done this.” That is 
what the disciple of Jesus Christ ultimately relies upon in 
his following of the Master. It does not mean that he 
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neglects to use all his powers in his work for the Lord day 
by day, for to do this would be to put the Lord to the test — 
which Christ refused to do when tempted by Satan in the 
wilderness (Luke 4:12). Nevertheless, when it is a matter 
of doing the work and will of the Lord, there is a higher 
Power at work sustaining Christ’s Church, and that is the 
Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That is our hope. 
Just how God makes use of weak means lies with him, but 
the example of the divine Founder gives undying hope. 
The Scripture says, “The Lord has done this, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes.” With Christ do we stand, then! 


Second reflection: (Mark 12:1-12) 

Undivided Heart We read in the Second Letter of 
St Peter of what God has done for us: by his power he has 
brought us to know him. This reference to knowing God 
reminds us of our Lord’s prayer to his heavenly Father at 
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the Last Supper during which he said that eternal life is 
knowing the Father and Jesus his Son. God has enabled us 
to know him by giving us the gift of faith. He has called 
us, our inspired passage states, to glory and to goodness, 
involving a share in the divine nature and preservation 
from the sinful corruption of the world. We are called to 
holiness of life and to share in the glory of God. This 
bespeaks the grandeur of our calling and it tells, as St Paul 
writes elsewhere, of how neither eye has seen nor ear heard 
what God has prepared for those who love him. We ought 
meditate long and prayerfully on our calling and on the 
destiny God wills for us, while attending also to what our 
passage then goes on to say: “to attain this, you will have 
to do your utmost yourselves, adding goodness to the faith 
that you have” (2 Peter 1:3). That is to say, God has done 
his utmost for us, so now we have to do our utmost. Our 
eventual enjoyment of all that God intends depends on our 
doing all we can to cooperate with him. Our "utmost" 
means loving God with all our strength, all our heart. 
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The constant danger for every practising Christian, 
including every practising Catholic is precisely that he will 
fail to do his “utmost.” Our ever-present danger is 
mediocrity, settling for a divided heart, wanting what God 
plans for us, but wanting as well what we prefer. We 
cannot do our “utmost” with a divided heart. We must aim 
and struggle to love God with all our heart and soul and to 
love other things only in God. God and his holy will is to 
be the one thing necessary which we seek day by day, ever 
struggling to overcome the attachments that are keeping 
our heart divided and mediocre in relation to God. The 
further peril in this matter is that a heart divided and only 
partially belonging to God is ever at risk should the crisis 
moment suddenly arrive. Consider the rich young man 
whom our Lord looked upon with such love. He was a 
good young man and in a burst of generosity had come to 
our Lord asking what more he should do to gain eternal 
life. Our Lord told him what more he should do: he should 
sell all and follow him. But he refused and went away sad. 
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The moment of crisis and decision came and passed him 
by. He failed because of his divided heart. The mystery of 
the human heart is a great one and is fraught with 
consequences. In our Gospel passage today (Mark 12:1- 
12) our Lord tells the parable of the owner of the vineyard 
who sent servants to his tenants to collect his produce. The 
tenants were trusted persons, but the landowner’s servants 
were rejected by them when they came. The hearts of the 
tenants were divided. 

A mediocre heart is one that is liable to refuse God’s 
will. Let us resolve to do our “utmost” to acquire the 
virtues that will strengthen and build on the faith we have 
received, adding “understanding to your goodness, 
self-control to your understanding, patience to your 
self-control, true devotion to your patience, kindness 
towards your fellow men to your devotion, and, to this 
kindness, love” (2 Peter 1:2-7). Yes, let us do our "utmost" 
to further the plan of God in our life. 
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Tuesday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit2:9-14; Psalm 111; Mark 12:13-17 

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians 
to Jesus to catch him in his words. They came to him and 
said, Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. You 
are not swayed by men, because you pay no attention to 
who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance 
with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? 
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Should we pay or should we not? But Jesus knew their 
hypocrisy. Why are you trying to trap me? he asked. 
Bring me a denarius and let me look at it. They brought 
the coin, and he asked them, Whose portrait is this? And 
whose inscription? Caesar's, they replied. Then Jesus 
said to them, Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 
what is God’s. And they were amazed at him. (Mark 
12 : 13 - 17 ) 

God and Caesar There are two things that are 
natural to man: society and religion. Man congregates and 
lives with others, and he prays and worships — with others 
too. Man has looked to his neighbours for their fellowship, 
and he has looked to the gods for their fellowship too. In 
living with others, he requires and accepts civil authority, 
otherwise he discovers there is anarchy. He might 
overthrow the form of civil authority he finds over him, but 
he does not dispense with civil authority as such. At times 
man abandons religion but this is uncommon, except for 
the aberration that is the modern secular day. Usually 
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religion is the warp and woof of man’s life and of society, 
too. Just as social living involves some form of authority, 
so does religion usually involve some form of authority or 
priesthood — for religion is not only personal but social. 
At times the religious authority or priesthood is the 
business of the state (as with the classical Romans). Often 
it is separate: in the religion of the Iranians (Parseeism, 
Zoroastrianism, Mazdeism), it seems that there existed 
from the beginning a special priestly caste. It is impossible 
to summarize thousands of years of the relations between 
the civil and religious authorities in the life of man, but 
usually there is frequent contact between the two. Indeed, 
there have been moments of contact that can be taken as 
especially symbolic. Take one or two examples. A special 
phenomenon of the period before Jesus Christ was classical 
Greece. That culture was to have a profound effect on the 
world, and in particular on the West. A special step in the 
story of its influence was the career of Alexander the Great 
who brought Greek civilization into what was the Persian 
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Empire. When Alexander was laying siege to Tyre, so 
Josephus informs us, he was refused help by Jerusalem, 
fiaving conquered Tyre, he advanced against Jerusalem — 
but was met by Jaddus the high priest and the other priests 
in the robes of their order, and the citizens of the City 
following in concourse in a great gesture of peace. The 
sight won over Alexander. Whether Josephus got his facts 
right is not to our purpose here. It is taken as a moment 
representing the meeting of authorities of the two orders of 
human life: the social and religious. I would suggest that 
one of the greatest symbolic moments in human history of 
a meeting of these two orders was the meeting between 
Jesus Christ and Pontius Pilate - God and Caesar met. 

The city of God and the city of man! God and 
Caesar! In the plan of God for the world, those governing 
the city of man have responsibility for ordering things 
temporal according to the will of God. There are those, 
though, who have the responsibility of ordering the life of 
religion, guiding consciences, and leading society to 
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fellowship with God. When the Son of God became man, 
he did not proceed to assume temporal dominion which 
was certainly within his power. He withdrew to the hills to 
pray when the people wished to make him king, after 
having seen him so effortlessly meet their temporal need 
for food. When he was asked by someone in the crowd to 
order that person’s brother to give to him his share of the 
inheritance, Christ said that this was not his role. He then 
proceeded to warn his audience against avarice of any kind. 
But the question repeatedly arises, how are relations to be 
conducted between the two orders, and specifically 
between the two authorities? All of this brings us to our 
Gospel today (Mark 12:13-17). Our Lord’s enemies 
wished to ensnare him in some imprudence and so accuse 
him of either political sedition or of encouraging a 
departure from life under the one and only God. They said, 
“You are not swayed by men, because you pay no attention 
to who they are; but you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar 
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or not? Should we pay or should we not?” In response, 
our Lord lays it down that “Caesar” — the civil authority 
in general — has a role and a true authority under God. At 
that great moment when Christ stood before “Caesar” as 
represented by Pilate, he told “Caesar” that the power he, 
Caesar, had came from above. So the disciples of Christ 
must respect it, as did their divine Founder unto death, 
despite the miserable use of this power by the otherwise 
insignificant Pilate. In general, what “Caesar” requires of 
the citizenry in the organization of social life, is to be 
respected. When Augustus decreed a census of the Roman 
world, Mary and Joseph obeyed — they travelled to 
Bethlehem to register. Thus were the Scriptures fulfilled 
that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem. But now, 
all too often “Caesar” refuses what is due to God — and as 
“Caesar” will sooner or later learn, God will be the victor. 
Three centuries after the death of Christ, the Empire was 
declared Christian. 
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In our Gospel today, our Lord does answer a specific 
question about the two orders of authority. The question 
was, is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? This is a 
very general question. It does not ask about the degree of 
taxation, nor how the money was being used — it was 
simply: may the religious Jew pay the civil tax? Yes, 
Christ says, he may because the civil authority has a right 
to govern the earthly city. This earthly authority is to be 
respected. But of course, this very directive is a 
manifestation of the authority of God. In respecting earthly 
authority, the religious person — and specifically the 
disciple of Christ — is respecting the authority of God. 
God is always the supreme authority. As St Thomas More 
said on the scaffold, I am the king’s good servant, but 
God’s first. 
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Second reflection: 

The Future There is no doubt that an enormous 
amount of time is spent by a lot of people preparing and 
making provision for the future. In the West, children can 
spend twenty long years or more in being educated for the 
future. Married couples work for the future of their 
families. People spend a lot of time and money preparing 
for their future retirement, and even, with life assurance, 
for temporal results following their death. While this is 
right and proper — and it could be very imprudent not to 
prepare for the future in this way — the problem is that a 
great number of people set their sights on a very limited 
future. They do not think of their own future past the few 
years that make up this life, years that could be cut short at 
any moment. The fact is that none of us knows much for 
certain about our future in this life. The future that should 
above all be prepared for is our eternal future. Life is very 
short and our future this side of the grave is very uncertain, 
but there is no doubt about our eternity. It is very long. 
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The pressing daily issue is, how well are we preparing for 
our eternity, because our eternity could begin at any 
moment. In his Second Letter, St Peter reminds us that the 
Day of God will come, for he has promised it. There will 
be “the new heavens and the new earth, the place where 
righteousness will be at home.” (2 Peter 3:13) It is for this 
that we are waiting. This is one of the fundamental 
realities that have been unequivocally revealed to us by 
God. If we seek and live a life of righteousness, then we 
have glory before us, a new heaven and a new earth. 

Now, if God has revealed this to us, then we ought 
meditate on it long and hard. Consider how much time and 
effort is put into thinking of our future in this brief and 
uncertain life. Far more time ought be given to the next, 
eternal life. As the Letter points out, having realized this, 
“while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without 
spot or stain so that he will find you at peace.” We must do 
our “best”, and not settle for half measures, a life of 
religious mediocrity. Every day is a new opportunity, so 
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“think of our Lord’s patience as your opportunity to be 
saved.” The time we have been granted is the chance to “go 
on growing in the grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and saviour Jesus Christ.” So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 3:1-11.16-17; Psalm 24; 

Mark 12:18-27 

The Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, 
came to Jesus with a question. Teacher, they said, Moses 
wrote for us that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife 
but no children, the man must marry the widow and have 
children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. 
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The first one married and died without leaving any 
children. The second one married the widow, hut he also 
died, leaving no child. It was the same with the third. In 
fact, none of the seven left any children. Last of all, the 
woman died too. At the resurrection whose wife will she 
be, since the seven were married to her? Jesus replied, Are 
you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or 
the power of God? When the dead rise, they will neither 
marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the 
angels in heaven. Now about the dead rising — have you 
not read in the book of Moses, in the account of the bush, 
how God said to him, 7 am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken! (Mark 
12:18-27) 

The Resurrection of the Dead In the Gospels we 
see our Lord encountering various Jewish parties and 
groupings of his time — and in our passage today it is the 
Sadducees who feature in an attempt to bring him down. 
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The term “Sadducee” is equivalent to “Sadokite” — one 
pretending to, assuming or truly possessing the name 
“Sadoc” — a descendant of Zadoc, the high priest 
prominent in the time of David and Solomon (1 Kings 1:8. 
26. 32; 2:35, 1 Chronicles 29:22; also Ezekiel 40:46 — the 
sons of Zadoc). The Sadducees were politically prominent 
in the reign of John Hyrcanus (135-105 B.C.), and accepted 
the hellenizing tendencies of the Asmonean princes. In all 
this they were opposed by the Pharisees. While the 
Sadducees collaborated with the ruling secular power, the 
Pharisees would not. For example, just before our incident 
today involving the Sadducees (Mark 12:18-27), we have a 
passage in which the opposite party, the Pharisees, try to 
trap our Lord with a question about the legitimacy of 
paying taxes to Caesar (Mark 12:13-17). According to 
Josephus, the Sadducees thought that the soul is not 
immortal, that there is no Afterlife, and that there are no 
rewards or penalties after death. They rejected the belief in 
the resurrection of the dead, which was a central doctrine 
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of the Pharisees, of many others, and of the early 
Christians. In the brief conversation between Martha and 
Jesus just before Christ raised Lazarus from the dead, 
Martha assured our Lord that “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day” (John 11:27). The 
Sadducees would have none of this — because it was not, 
they thought, formally stated in the Torah, the (five) Books 
of Moses. Of course, of all the prophets there was none 
who stressed so much and so forcefully the doctrines of 
eternal reward and punishment as did Jesus Christ. So it 
was that the Sadducees came to our Lord to show up the 
utter implausibility of this doctrine of the resurrection from 
the dead. To begin with, it could not work. What sort of a 
place would this “heaven” be — the abode of all these 
resurrected people — if, say, a resurrected woman had to 
carry on a married life with all her past seven husbands? 
Further, the idea had no basis in the Scriptures — 
understood as consisting of the Books of Moses uncluttered 
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by the traditions and beliefs of such groups as the Pharisees 
— and, anyhow, it was ridiculous. 

Christ instantly and summarily refuted the Sadducees. 
They were wrong, and he gave the reason: they did not 
know the Scriptures nor did they know the power of God. 
To begin with, God can do far more than the benighted 
Sadducees in all their crass and befuddled liberalizing 
could imagine. God is almighty. By his power, heaven 
will involve (for those judged worthy to be there) a state of 
existence far beyond the limitations of this earthly life. 
People will not be carrying on a married life with all its 
limitations, as they do here. The resurrected woman of 
their puzzle will not have to set up house in the next life 
with her past seven husbands all together, and try to get on 
with all of them in a continuation of the married life she 
had with each, separately and consecutively, during her 
earthly life. No — “For when they rise from the dead, they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like the 
angels in heaven” (12: 25). The Sadducees had little 
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conception of the might of God, but were stuck fast in their 
earthly conceptions of what was possible. They thought 
the doctrine impossible because they did not know the 
power of God. Nor, for that matter, did they know the 
Scriptures — nor even their own limited Canon, the Books 
of Moses (the Pentateuch). Our Lord effortlessly took a 
cardinal event in the Torah, one of the most prominent and 
fundamental: God’s appearance to Moses from the midst of 
the Burning Bush. It was the beginning of the greatest 
story in the Torah, and of the inspired commentary flowing 
from it in the prophets and other inspired narratives. From 
the Burning Bush, God revealed his sacred name and 
announced the salvation from the Egyptians which he was 
about to effect through his servant Moses. Consider the 
very first thing God said of himself in this event: “I am the 
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God” (Exodus 3:6). God was not 
introducing himself as a God of buried bones and dust. In 
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introducing himself with this title — which came before he 
announced his momentous name — he was saying, 
implicitly, that the revered forefathers of Moses lived in 
God, as God spoke. They were living Patriarchs still, and 
the One who spoke to Moses from the Burning Bush was 
their God. He was about to liberate their children. 

Many decades ago, the Second Vatican Council 
delivered this observation: “Many of our contemporaries 
have never recognized the intimate and vital link with God, 
or have even explicitly rejected it. Atheism must therefore 
be counted among the most serious problems of our time 
and must be submitted to closer examination” (Gaudium et 
Spes , n.19). On one television debate (ABC TV “Q&A”, 
Australia, May 7, 2012), a panellist lamented the 
inconsistency of an atheist Prime Minister in refusing to 
promote legislation for same-sex marriage. At least that 
panellist could see how fundamental was an atheistic 
starting-point. The best foundation for attaining the truth 
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of the resurrection from the dead is faith in Christ, the Son 
of God. Let us take our stand with him, then! 


Second reflection: (Mark 12:18-27) 

“Is not this why you go wrong that you understand 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?” 

The Power of God As we think of the religions of 
mankind it is not hard to see that it is above all God’s 
power which man looks to in his prayer and his worship. 
Man’s needs lead him to seek divine assistance in all the 
areas of life, food, war, health and healing, whatever it may 
be. Indigenous religions too are marked by the attempt to 
access supernatural powers. Man is usually very aware of 
his poverty and need, and in the religion that springs from 
his very nature he looks to the powers above for aid and 
comfort. Revealed religion builds on this foundation, for 
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God in revealing himself in history revealed his saving 
power. It is worth noting that the first of God’s attributes 
that we profess and extol in the Creed is his power. We 
believe in God the Father Almighty, implying that the first 
thing we tend to think of and which the Church places 
before us for our belief is the almighty power of God. 
Now, apart from it being revealed to us that God’s power is 
without limit, the further distinctive feature of God’s power 
as revealed in his words and deeds is that it manifests the 
divine mercy. His power is everlasting and without limit, 
shown especially in the Incarnation and in the Atonement. 
The amazing power of God reveals the richness of his 
mercy. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord refers to the 
power of God (Mark 12:18-27). The Sadducees came to 
him with what they thought was their trump card against 
the whole notion of there being a resurrection from the 
dead: at the resurrection, whose wife will the woman be 
who married seven husbands during the course of her life? 
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Of course, we know from other contexts in the Gospels that 
the word “seven” means a good number. In reply our Lord 
told them that they went wrong because they understood 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. A great deal 
of our Lord’s public ministry was given over to displaying 
the power of God at work in himself. He constantly asked 
for belief in him and in his saving power. If we do not 
understand the power of God then we, like the Sadducees 
of our passage, will “go wrong” and be “very much 
mistaken”. In St Paul’s second letter to Timothy, we are 
told of God’s power. Timothy is exhorted to fan into a 
flame the gift he received at the laying on of hands. That 
gift was “the Spirit of power, and love and self-control.” 
St Paul urges him to rely “on the power of God who has 
saved us and called us to be holy” (2 Timothy 1: 1-3.6-12). 
Every baptized and confirmed member of the Church has 
received “the Spirit of power”, the Holy Spirit, imparting 
divine grace which brings the power of God to bear in our 
sanctification. 
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Let us rejoice that we have ready access to the grace 
of God through the gift of the Holy Spirit. By that grace 
the power of God is at work in our souls. Let us rely on 
that sanctifying power. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 6:10-11; 7:1.9-17; 8:4-9; Psalm 
127; Mark 12:28-34 

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them 
debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good 
answer, he asked him, Of all the commandments, which is 
the most important? The most important one, answered 
Jesus, is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord 
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is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength. ’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself. ’ There is no commandment greater than these. 
Well said, teacher, the man replied. You are right in 
saying that God is one and there is no other but him. To 
love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 
and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as 
yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, 
he said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. 
And from then on no-one dared ask him any more 
questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

Love While the animal relates to other beings 
(including man) with emotions that are not unlike love, few 
persons would attribute “love” to an animal. While love in 
its various forms acts as a major facilitator of relationships 
with others, still, we would not say that the animal is 
capable of “love” as such, though the animal can be and 
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usually is profoundly social. Its instincts powerfully lead it 
to care for its young, to defend those beings to which it is 
bonded, and to gather with others. A dog attacks whatever 
threatens its own master, nevertheless we do not say that an 
animal “loves” its master. We speak of love and 
understand it as being an attitude, an activity, a disposition 
proper to persons. Further, we are built to love in that we 
discover our happiness in love, and the purer and more 
exalted the love, the greater the happiness. Despite our 
sense of this, love is not easy to attain, maintain and 
nourish — least of all to bring to great heights. A couple 
begin their marriage in love, but they may find that it is not 
easy to remain in love and certainly not easy to advance a 
great distance in love. Society is marked by broken love 
and its trail of unhappiness. Man’s joy is to find and give 
love, but he hates paying the cost for it. On the one hand, 
many do not understand that love — provided it is true 
love — is life’s truest joy, for they make it their business to 
seek other things in life such as high power, status or 
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possessions. On the other hand, many others do have an 
inkling that their greatest happiness will be found not in 
those things, but in love. I remember years back a famous 
competitor for the America Cup said he had two ambitions 
in life: to win the America Cup and to marry a suitable 
wife. Love is one of the most constant themes in the 
creative arts — in the music, song, painting, poetry, 
ballads, drama and stories of the ages. But people are not 
particularly good at understanding what the real goal of 
love is and what they must do to get there. Even if they 
understand this, they are often not good at actually doing it, 
and many don’t do it. Whole nations may be distinguished 
by the advances of science and technology, producing 
technical wonders unimagined in ages past. But what of 
the level and quality of their love? Love is the truest and 
most difficult challenge facing every individual and every 
generation. Yes, love is the goal of every life and of 
civilization. 
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This is something which man usually and naturally 
senses, even if he fails to act on it or even if he utterly 
misconceives what the “love” is that will bring him joy. In 
fact, we may say that this general sense or conviction, 
however ill-defined it is, cries out to heaven for 
clarification and assistance. Man wants to know what and 
how he should love, for he senses that therein will he find 
true life. Just as man desires to know and find God, and in 
this desire may settle for false gods that bring him little 
happiness, so he desires to know and find love — but may 
settle for false loves that bring him little happiness and 
much sorrow. In place of love, he might settle for lust or 
mere power — and his life is ruined. Amid all these clouds 
of misunderstanding and moral confusion comes the great 
light of divine revelation. The true and only God, the God 
who made heaven and earth and who rules all by his 
almighty providence, has manifested himself to his chosen 
ones. He has given to them the charge to bring the news of 
his revelation to the peoples. Eternal life is this, our Lord 
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prayed, to know you Father and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent (John 17:3). But it is the knowledge of love. 
With this revelation of himself, God has revealed the place, 
the role and the true Object of man’s longing to love. He is 
to love God — indeed, he is to love him above all else and 
with all his powers. Secondly, he is to love his neighbour 
as himself. This is a tremendous revelation and it gives to 
man his greatest understanding of himself and his fellows, 
together with the true vocation of human society. Love is 
the goal of life — this man naturally senses — but it is 
above all love for the one true God and for Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent. The sooner we accept this, the sooner 
we are in a position to seek and gain life in abundance, 
which is what the Saviour of the world came to offer us. 
So it is that we are brought to our Gospel today (Mark 
12:28-34), in which our Lord is asked this: amid the 
commands of God to his chosen people, which is first and 
foremost? “The most important one, answered Jesus, is 
this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
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Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 

Divine revelation confirms the general sense of man’s 
heart that love is the path to life — as is to be expected 
because the God who reveals is the God who creates the 
human heart. But God has given man a supreme light — 
the Light that is Christ — and has shown him that he is 
able to, and should, aim to love God above all things and 
with all the powers of his being. This is the greatest, the 
most profitable, the most demanding and the most pressing 
business of life. It surpasses all other concerns. It is much 
more important than money, status, power — indeed, it is 
much more important than life itself. The one thing 
necessary is that we seek and attain the perfect love of 
God. Such is the saint. It is to this that we are called by 
our very humanity, and by our being in Christ by faith and 
baptism. 
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Second reflection: (Mark 12:28-34) 

Love Amid Hardships In his great book, Apologia 
Pro Vita Sua, John Henry Newman writes of the evil and 
suffering that abounds in our world. Were it not for his 
unshakeable conviction of the reality of God drawn from 
other grounds, he writes, the spectacle of this evil would 
lead him away from theism. Well then, hardships are an 
inevitable part of life and whether we believe in God or 
not, hardships will have to be borne. It is a universal 
feature of the world. The question is, will our inevitable 
hardships have meaning and will they serve to issue in 
lasting and valuable fruit? This is one of the many 
fundamental human questions on which the light of Christ 
has been shed. Inasmuch as Christ was burdened with the 
sins of all mankind, in the nature of the case the scale of his 
sufferings is utterly incalculable because of the 
unsurpassed burden he carried. But those sufferings had 
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inexhaustible meaning and everlasting fruit. They issued 
in the salvation of the world. All that remained was for 
that saving work to be applied to individual man. It is 
therefore difficult to think of a more meaningful suffering 
than that which is endured in union with Christ and for the 
sake of bringing his salvation to the men and women of the 
ages. Is it possible so to suffer? Indeed it is, and this is an 
essential element in the Good News of the Gospel. 

St Paul in his second letter to Timothy gives witness to this 
very point. He tells Timothy that it is on account of “the 
Good News that I carry” that “I have my own hardships to 
bear, even to being chained like a criminal” (2 Timothy 
2:9). St Paul bears his hardships willingly, and he gives us 
his driving motive. It is “for the sake of those who are 
chosen, so that in the end they may have the salvation that 
is in Christ Jesus and the eternal glory that comes with it.” 
Now every member of Christ’s faithful is called to share in 
this work of Paul, which is the work of Christ and the 
Church. Paul had his share in the work, and each of us has 
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ours. The particular form this share in the work will take 
will depend on the particular vocation of each. But the 
hardships inherent in each person’s calling ought 
constantly be seen in the light of Christ, and borne for the 
salvation of all and the eternal glory that comes with it. 
What sustains all this? Sustaining the calling of each and 
the hardships associated with that calling is love, the love 
of God and love of neighbour. Our Lord in his incisive 
answer to his questioner in our Gospel today (Mark 12:28- 
34) places love at the forefront of God’s will and of our 
response. The first and greatest commandment to be 
fulfilled in life is: “you must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and 
with all your strength.” Secondly, “you must love your 
neighbour as yourself.” 

Let us resolve to live a life of love for God by serving (in 
the manner appropriate to our calling) the salvation that is 
in Christ Jesus, and by orienting our hardships to that lofty 
end. As St Paul tells us in our passage today, “Here is a 
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saying that you can rely on: If we have died with him, then 
we shall live with him. If we hold firm, then we shall reign 
with him.” 
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Friday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 11:5-17; Psalm 145; 

Mark 12:35-37 

While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he 
asked, How is it that the teachers of the law say that the 
Christ is the son of David? David himself, speaking by the 
Holy Spirit, declared: The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my 
right hand until I put your enemies under your feet. David 
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himself calls him ‘Lord’. How then can he be his son? The 
large crowd listened to him with delight. (Mark 12:35-37) 

Jesus is Lord It is particularly impressive how 
frequently Christ refers to the Scriptures — that is, the Old 
Testament “Books of Moses,” the Psalms and the Writings 
— and with what reverence he uses them. It shows how 
seriously we ought take their divine authorship. We notice 
too how the inspired authors of the Gospels cite specific 
texts from, for instance, the Psalms. They and the Writings 
prophesy the One who was coming. Mere sentences are 
quoted, showing the reverence with which every small part 
of the Scriptures was viewed. In an incident (before 
today’s) when our Lord was challenged by the chief priests 
and the elders, he told them the parable of how the son of 
the owner of the vineyard was killed by the tenants and 
cast out of the vineyard (Mark 12:1-9). The “tenants” 
were, of course, the religious authorities of God’s chosen 
people. Our Lord concluded by quoting from a psalm: “the 
very stone which the builders rejected has become the head 
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of the comer” (Psalm 118:22). It is a prophecy of the 
future victory of the Messiah over his enemies. Our 
Gospel passage today from Mark is another case in point. 
Our Lord, incidentally, teaches therein that David was 
inspired by the Holy Spirit in his writing of this psalm 
(110): “David himself, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
declared, the Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand” 
(Mark 12:36). Apart from the psalm itself — like all the 
psalms — being inspired, our Lord may also be showing 
that, as a point of history, David himself did indeed write 
this psalm: David himself declared. Further, we see in this, 
as in Psalm 118 mentioned above, that the psalms are an 
important vehicle of inspired prophecy in regard to the 
future Messiah. In this case (Psalm 110) the Messiah is not 
merely David’s son, but is his Lord: “Yahweh said to my 
Lord (AJon).” Adonai (Hebrew) — Lord — is used 
usually for the Deity. So our Lord alludes to his being not 
only the Messiah but the Lord of David his forefather. But 
how can he be David’s Lord? There is an insinuation of his 
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divinity ( Adonai ), and that he will sit at the right hand of 
Yahweh. During his trial, our Lord stated that he was the 
Son of the Blessed One and that he would be seated at the 
right hand of the Power (Mark 14:61-62). Further, our 
Lord is indicating again his future triumph: the psalm 
prophesies that his enemies would be placed under his feet. 
So the leaders are warned — for David has prophesied. 

Jesus Christ is Lord. It is this which the Church has 
borne witness to down the ages, and which the saints have 
lived and taught from generation to generation. Their 
writings bring this out and the Church’s children are 
nourished by them. I have in my possession a small book 
of the poems of St John of the Cross, the great Spanish 
mystic and theologian of the ascent to God in prayer and 
holiness — the poems are translated by Roy Campbell. 
Campbell’s story (as told by Joseph Pearce) is interesting. 
It is March 1936 and it is the Spanish Civil War. A series 
of anti-clerical riots are sweeping through Toledo. 
Churches are burning and priests and monks are being 
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attacked in the streets. During these disturbances several 
Carmelite monks, disguised in lay clothes, come for shelter 
in the home of the South African poet, Roy Campbell, who 
had moved to the city with his wife, Mary, and their two 
young daughters in the previous year. Four months later, 
on July 21, republican forces advanced on the city. Under 
cover of darkness, the Carmelite monks once again called 
on the Campbells. This time, however, they were not 
seeking refuge for themselves but for their priceless 
archives, which included the personal papers of St John of 
the Cross. Campbell agreed to take possession of these 
precious archives. That night the heavy trunk of ancient 
documents was delivered secretly from the Carmelite 
library to the hallway of the Campbells’ house. Several 
days later the Campbells were visited by a search party of 
militiamen, but Roy and Mary had already taken the 
precaution of removing all crucifixes and religious pictures 
from the walls. Their main fear was that the trunk 
containing the Carmelite archives, including the personal 
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letters of St John of the Cross, would be discovered. The 
search, however, was not particularly thorough. At one 
stage some of the militiamen even leaned their rifles on the 
trunk without thinking of opening it. During this search of 
his home, as he revealed in a radio interview several years 
later, Campbell had prayed to St John of the Cross, making 
a vow that he would translate the saint’s poems into 
English if his family’s lives were spared. Campbell 
fulfilled his obligation to St John, translating the poems to 
great critical acclaim. Now, the whole point of the writings 
of St John of the Cross and of Campbell’s work of 
translating the poems, was to set forth the great truth our 
Lord was alluding to in his citation from the psalm in 
today’s Gospel (Mark 12:35-37), that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Let us receive this all-important teaching of the 
universal lordship of Jesus Christ. He is son of David, and 
he is Lord of David, indeed he is Lord of lords and King of 
kings. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to him. To him is due full and universal discipleship. Let 
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us recognize this fundamental duty, then, and let us take 
our stand with Jesus Christ, making him the Lord of our 
hearts. To us has been given the task of bringing the news 
of him to the nations. Go, therefore, he says, to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Floly 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have commanded you. 


Second reflection: 

Our Teachers From the earliest years of the 

Church, the Church’s leaders manifested a profound 
concern for right teaching. It was a concern for the Truth 
that saves, and we see this concern in a passage from St 
Paul to Timothy. St Paul insists on himself as the authority 
for the teaching which Timothy has received, reminding 
Timothy that “you know what I have taught, how I have 
lived, what I have aimed at”. All his sufferings have 
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stemmed from his devotion to Christ. So, Paul continues to 
Timothy, “you must keep to what you have been taught 
and know to be true; remember who your teachers were”. 
He is obviously contrasting the true teachers with others 
who competed for the allegiance of many and who did not 
embody and represent the Church as did Paul. But there is 
another source of teaching, the “holy scriptures” which, 
inasmuch as Paul was referring to the Scriptures which 
Timothy had known as a child, in this context are to be 
understood as the Old Testament. All Scripture is 
“inspired by God and can profitably be used for teaching, 
for refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and teaching 
them to be holy.” From them we “learn the wisdom that 
leads to salvation.” (2 Timothy 3:10-17) 

So then, let us be very clear in our minds as to the 
sources we are to turn to in drinking from the wells of 
Revelation. Often in discussion about religious issues the 
appeal is made, where is this or that contained in Scripture? 
The assumption is that Scripture alone, with the reader 
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alone judging and interpreting its content, is the source to 
be relied on. But no, for as with Timothy, so too all the 
Church’s children are to look to the authenticated teachers, 
and are to remember what they taught and know to be true. 
Cardinal Newman once wrote that the essence of religion is 
authority and obedience, and this has to be said of the spirit 
of Catholicism. Its spirit is one of love, but the obligations 
are clear. As we read St Paul’s words we can see that there 
was no doubt in his mind as to the obedience his audience 
owed to his teaching. He was their teacher, and they were 
obliged to give him their obedience in respect to what he 
taught as coming from God. Scripture too provides “the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.” Let us then take practical and daily steps to draw 
constantly from Scripture and our true teachers, those who 
represent the Church and her magisterium — which is to 
say, her teaching authority. 

Reading behind the lines of our first passage today, 
we can see that Paul had a horror of false teaching. In this 
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he was very “authoritarian” and refused to discuss other 
“interpretations” that conflicted with his own because he 
knew he spoke God's word. He was, we could say with 
tongue-in-cheek, “bigoted.” It was a holy “bigotry” bom 
of love for Jesus and his saving word. Let us make sure we 
remember who our true teachers are, and in the light of 
what they teach, let us constantly draw our nourishment 
from the holy Scriptures. In a word, let us love revealed 
Truth and reject all that contradicts it. 
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Saturday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 12:1.5-15.20; Psalm Tobit 13; 
Mark 12:38-44 

As he taught, Jesus said, Watch out for the teachers of 
the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and be 
greeted in the market-places, and have the most important 
seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at 
banquets. They devour widows' houses and for a show 
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make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most 
severely. Jesus sat down opposite the place where the 
offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their 
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 
large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two 
very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, I tell you the truth, 
this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of 
her poverty, put in everything — all she had to live on. 
(Mark 12:38-44) 

The Widow There are two kinds of persons who 
shape history: there are the ordinary persons and there are 
those who are well beyond the ordinary. Alexander the 
Great (356-323 B.C) is mentioned in 1 Maccabees 1:1-10; 
6:2. He is also commonly supposed to be spoken of in 
Daniel 2:39; 7:6; 8:5-7; 11:3-4.. Tutored by Aristotle until 
the age of 16, by the age of thirty he had created one of the 
largest empires of the ancient world. He was undefeated in 
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battle and is considered one of history's most successful 
commanders. By the time he conquered King Darius III 
and the Persian Empire, his dominion stretched from the 
Adriatic Sea to the Indus River. Seeking to reach the “ends 
of the world and the Great Outer Sea”, he invaded India in 
326 BC. At the Hyphasis River his troops refused to march 
further east. His general Coenus pleaded with him to 
return; the men, he said, “longed to again see their parents, 
their wives and children, their homeland.” Alexander 
eventually agreed and turned back — he died in Babylon in 
323 BC. Alexander was an amazing young man and may 
be said to exemplify the extraordinary. But he was 
completely dependent on the ordinary mortals who made 
up his virtually invincible army. Without him they could 
not have proceeded, but without them he too could not 
proceed. Because of them — the ordinary persons he led 
— the course of history was not what it would have been 
had it depended only on Alexander. In God’s plan of 
salvation as recorded in the Sacred Scriptures, God does 
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call extraordinary persons: For instance, Moses was a 
great man (as were others, such as David and Elijah). God 
called him to lead his people out of slavery through the 
wilderness to the promised land. “Come, I will send you to 
Pharaoh that you may bring forth my people, the sons of 
Israel, out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10). He obeyed God’s call 
and formed the children of Israel into the chosen people of 
the Covenant. But in this, Moses was dependent on the 
ordinary person — on “the sons of Israel” hearing and 
obeying God’s call. Moses knew this: “But behold, they 
will not listen to me or listen to my voice, for they will say, 
‘The Lord did not appear to you’” (Exodus 4:1). The little 
person mattered greatly in the plan of God. In the event, 
the ordinary people on whom Moses depended often did 
not obey God, and in serious matters. When Moses 
delayed with God on the Mountain, they “made a molten 
calf; and they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt’” (Exodus 32:4). 
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The saving plan of God involves not only extraordinary 
persons, but ordinary persons too. 

Any secular historian would have to be impressed 
with the impact on the world exercised by Jesus Christ. It 
has been a multi-faceted impact, involving religion, 
thought, ideas, the changes of societies and nations. Christ 
conquered the Roman Empire without any sword - just by 
the appeal of his Person and the power of his teaching. 
This is not to speak of what the thought of him really 
involved (i.e., his divinity). But let us also notice what our 
Lord started with in terms of his founding team. It appears 
to have been a very ordinary lot. They were fishermen, a 
tax collector and doubtless persons of other ordinary 
trades. They exemplified the ordinary. All of this brings 
us to our Gospel passage today (Mark 12:38-44), which 
ought convince every ordinary person that his or her life 
can have the greatest value and meaning. We read that 
“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings 
were put and watched the crowd putting their money into 
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the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large 
amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very 
small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.” 
That was the scene, and it involved “many rich people” and 
one “poor widow” who had no more than “two very small 
copper coins.” She exemplifies, let us say, the multitude of 
very ordinary persons. But the Son of God made man 
immediately pronounces on who was the most significant 
person in that scene, the one who did most in the sight of 
the Creator. It was the poor widow, and she did more than 
all the others. “Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, I 
tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their 
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all 
she had to live on.” This tells us that in the sight of the 
Lord of heaven and earth, the little person, the person 
normally considered of no account, the person who has 
little of the influence of those who are extraordinary, can 
do more in the sight of God than his or her betters. The 
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secret to doing great things in the sight of God is to give all 
to him. Whatever we are and whatever we have, the secret 
to a life that approaches perfection is to give everything to 
God in obedience to his will. It is to be like the poor 
widow in her giving of her all. It is in this way that both 
ordinary and extraordinary persons achieve their true end. 

The poor widow of our Gospel scene may be said to 
reflect the great commandment about which our Lord was 
once questioned. Which is the greatest commandment? 
The greatest is this, that you love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, mind and strength. The second is like 
it, that you love your neighbour as yourself. On this hang 
all the Law and the Prophets. The poor widow shows what 
this entails. It means giving to God in loving obedience all 
we have to live on, whatever be the cost, and, specifically, 
in imitation of Jesus Christ. He is the One par excellence 
who gave everything in fulfilment of the will of the Father 
for the salvation of the world. Let us strive to be like him, 
then! 



2099 


Second reflection: 

The Truth One of the notable characteristics of 
modern Western thought and culture is scepticism in 
respect to the truth and knowing the truth. The attainment 
of real certainty in respect to the truth is impossible. This is 
not just a philosophical position discussed in academic 
circles and university departments of philosophy. A real 
doubt has long become prevalent as to the power of the 
mind to know objective truth in the realm of religion. 
Indeed, many assume that there is no such objective truth 
at all. It is just a matter of taste, temperament or 
expedience, and that truth is simply truth for me. It is my 
truth or your truth or his truth, but it cannot be said to be 
the objective truth. To stand for objective truth in religion 
and for the real possibility of knowing it is deemed to be 
arrogant, dogmatic (which in a sense it is), and the 
beginning of intolerance. Conversely, there are many 




2100 


persons who do not realize how difficult it is to attain 
religious truth, the truth about God and what he has 
revealed. Now, in fact one of the distinguishing 
characteristics of the Christian religion — and it is very 
evident in the New Testament — is its firm assertion that 
there is an objective religious truth, a truth about God and 
his plan that has been revealed and is clearly knowable. 
The decisive factor in its being (easily) knowable is the 
authority granted to the Church to teach the truth that has 
been revealed. That authority is a gift of the Spirit to the 
Church. The Spirit guides the Teaching Church and 
enables Christ’s faithful to accept that magisterium and to 
be firm in renouncing error. 

St Paul solemnly warns Timothy of this very point (2 
Timothy 4). Timothy is one of the Church’s teachers, and 
St Paul tells him it is his duty to insist on the message 
whether it is welcome or not. It is a matter of truth and 
falsehood, and he is to refute falsehood and correct error. 
The way St Paul speaks when it comes to “the truth” is 
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very black and white. St Paul tells him that he must expect 
to encounter the desire for novelty as well as the desire for 
teachers not according to the Truth but according to 
personal taste. He implies that, as in his own case, the 
trials Timothy will endure will come from the opposition to 
the Truth, and that opposition is bound to come. So then, 
let us take to heart this fundamental aspect of the Christian 
life. Our life is to be rooted and grounded on the Truth that 
God has revealed and which the Church in the persons of 
her authenticated teachers proclaims. A real clarity of 
knowledge ought be sought, and a privileged source for 
this clear knowledge is the Church’s catechisms, and 
especially in our day The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. It can be used as an excellent source of spiritual 
reading too. I would especially suggest taking for 
meditation each day a question and answer from the 
official Compendium of that Catechism. By making the 
Church’s doctrine our staple, we will be, as St Paul puts it 
in our passage, “careful always to choose the right course.” 
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Let us make the Scriptures and the Catechism our 
fundamental resource for growing in Christ. 

Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God. That word will be 
found in Holy Scripture and the Church’s Catechism. 

-- 
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Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Tenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-15; Psalm 129; 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd 
gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to 
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eat. When his relatives heard about this, they went to take 
charge of him, for they said, ‘He is out of his mind. ’ And 
the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem 
said, ‘He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of 
demons he is driving out demons. ’ So Jesus called them 
over to him and began to speak to them in parables: How 
can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against 
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided 
against itself that house cannot stand. And if Satan 
opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end 
has come. In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house 
without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong 
man’s house. Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all 
their sins and every slander they utter, but whoever 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; 
they are guilty of an eternal sin. ’ He said this because they 
were saying, “He has an unclean spirit. ” Then Jesus ’ 
mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent 
someone in to call him. A crowd was sitting around him, 
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and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside 
looking for you. ” “Who are my mother and my brothers? ” 
he asked. Then he looked at those seated in a circle 
around him and said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and 
sister and mother. ” (Mark 3:20-35) 

Repentance This passage contains one of the 
most ominous things uttered by our Lord, who is the 
embodiment and revelation of the Divine Mercy. Truly I 
tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every 
slander they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the 
Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an 
eternal sin. ’ (Mark 3:29). This statement is not peculiar to 
Mark. We read in Matthew 12:31-32 the same 
condemnation, expressed slightly differently and repeated: 
I tell you, people will be forgiven every sin and blasphemy. 
But the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 
Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be 
forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit 
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will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 
come. St Luke (12:9-10) too has the same teaching as 
coming from Christ: I tell you, ... everyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone 
who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven. All three of the Gospel passages are in a context 
in which Jesus’ ministry is being criticized. In our passage 
today, some scribes, “teachers of the law”, were saying that 
his miracles were the work of the Devil who possessed 
him. He was an agent of Satan. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church has something to say about our Lord’s 
words here. There are no limits to the mercy of God, but 
anyone who deliberately refuses to accept mercy by 
repenting, rejects the forgiveness of his sins and the 
salvation offered by the Holy Spirit. Such hardness of 
heart can lead to final impenitence and eternal loss 
(no. 1864). So the refusal to repent with its hardness of 
heart sets one on a path that could lead to final 
impenitence. St Thomas Aquinas had addressed the matter 
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in his Summa Theologiae. In II-II, Q. 14, article 3, he asks 
whether the sin against the Holy Spirit can be forgiven. In 
his Answer , he refers to “the various interpretations of the 
sin against the Holy Spirit”, and continues, “if by the sin 
against the Holy Spirit we understand final impenitence ... 
in no way is it pardoned .” Then he refers to “the other two 
interpretations”, and proceeds to consider opinions of 
various of the Fathers. Towards the end of his Answer , St 
Thomas seems to give the essence of his own position. 

Aquinas says that just as a disease may be incurable 
if it in some way removes or rejects the means of a cure, 
so too the sin against the Holy Spirit is unpardonable 
“insofar as it removes those things which are a means 
towards the pardon of sins.” Then St Thomas adds a 
significant qualification. “This does not, however, close 
the way of forgiveness and healing to an all-powerful and 
merciful God, who, sometimes, by a miracle, so to speak, 
restores spiritual health to such men” (11-11,14,3). In his 
Encyclical of 1986, Dominum et Vivificantem (no.46), 
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Pope John Paul II comments on Aquinas’s discussion. He 
writes: 

According to such an exegesis, “blasphemy ” does 
not properly consist in offending against the Holy Spirit 
in words; it consists rather in the refusal to accept the 
salvation which God offers to man through the Holy 
Spirit, working through the power of the Cross. If man 
rejects the “convincing concerning sin ” which comes 
from the Holy Spirit and which has the power to save, 
he also rejects the “coming” of the Counsellor .... And 
the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit consists precisely 
in the radical refusal to accept this forgiveness, of 
which he is the intimate giver and which presupposes 
the genuine conversion which he brings about in the 
conscience. If Jesus says that blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit cannot be forgiven either in this life or in the 
next, it is because this “non-forgiveness” is linked, as to 
its cause, to “non-repentance, ” in other words to the 
radical refusal to be converted. This means the refusal 
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to come to the sources of Redemption, which 
nevertheless remain “always” open in the economy of 
salvation in which the mission of the Holy Spirit is 
accomplished. 

What, then, is dangerous, is the tendency 
knowingly to refuse to repent when it is clear that one 
should. On the evening of the day our Lord rose from 
the dead he appeared to his Apostles and endowed them 
with the Holy Spirit, conferring on them at the same 
time the power to forgive sins. For one thing, this 
shows the intimate connection between the Holy Spirit 
and the forgiveness of sins. But for this forgiveness to 
happen one must repent, and to refuse knowingly to 
repent is to set oneself against the Holy Spirit, at least to 
some extent. 

Our Lord seems to be saying that this refusal to repent 
can reach such proportions as to constitute a final, 
deliberate and irrevocable refusal to accept the means of 
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repentance. So everything pivots on repentance, which is 
to say the willingness to repent. I would add to this the 
importance of taking seriously venial sin. Every 
temptation to venial sin is, in a sense, a juncture. If one 
repents of venial sin and has the purpose of amendment, 
one has taken a further step towards great holiness. If one 
refuses to repent of it, one is taking a step in the opposite 
direction. This opposite road can lead to the ultimate 
rejection of the means of repentance in the face of the 
promptings of the Divine Spirit. It can lead to final and 
deliberate impenitence, and that is the ultimate horror. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 1:1-7; Psalm 33; 

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
and he began to teach them, saying: Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
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those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. (Matthew 5:1-12) 

The Heart I have often thought that among the 
most magnificent passages of ancient literature — much of 
which is directly or indirectly religious — are those that 
express the Ten Commandments. The Ten 
Commandments appear in different forms twice in the Old 
Testament — in the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy. 
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Scholarship has found some parallels in texts of Hittite and 
Mesopotamian laws and treaties. This is not unlikely 
inasmuch as much of the Ten Commandments reflect the 
natural moral law and so could be expected to be reflected, 
to a point, in texts of other civilizations of ancient times. 
According to the account in Exodus, God inscribed them 
on two stone tablets, which he gave to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. We read that “the Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to 
me on the mountain, and wait there: and I will give you 
tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment which 
I have written for their instruction.’ So Moses rose up and 
his servant Joshua; and Moses went up into the mountain 
of God” (Exodus 24:12-13). The mountain was covered by 
the cloud for six days, after which Moses went into the 
midst of the cloud and was “in the mountain forty days and 
forty nights” (Exodus 24:16-18). After that, Moses 
descended with the tablets on which were written the 
Commandments. The text of them is given earlier, in 
Exodus 20:2-17. This is a first recitation of them, later 
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rewritten on replacement stones and placed in the Ark of 
the Covenant. The text in Deuteronomy 5:6-21 consists of 
a re-telling of them to the younger generation who were to 
enter the promised land. While the passages in Exodus 20 
and Deuteronomy 5 contain more than ten imperative 
statements, their essence is contained in the brief 
statements that we have come to call the Ten 
Commandments. The Bible highlights their special status: 
God gave the two tablets to Moses, “written with the finger 
of God” (Exodus 31:18 and Deuteronomy 9:10), and by 
God’s order they were to be placed in the Ark of the 
Covenant (Exodus 25:21). If anything is clear from the 
Scriptures, it is the exalted and sacred character of what we 
call the Ten Commandments. Throughout Christian 
history, the Decalogue has been taught to be a summary of 
God's law and his standard of behaviour for man. It has 
been central to Christian life, piety, and worship. 

The Ten Commandments stipulate very definite 
courses of action. It is God alone who is to be worshipped. 
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His name must not be used “in vain.” His Day, the 
Sabbath, must be made holy. One is not to steal, kill, 
commit adultery, covet another’s wife or property, nor bear 
false witness against another. This certainly shows how 
serious it is to do the wrong thing. You must do what is 
right and avoid what is wrong, and this means certain 
courses of action and not others. But over the course of 
time a large question emerged, answered early on, but 
forgotten by many who observed the stipulations of the 
Law. It is, with what spirit should all this be done? 
Connected with this - what is the greatest, the primary, the 
most important commandment of the Law? What are the 
priorities? — for the Law laid down many prescriptions 
including and beyond the two biblical passages that present 
the Decalogue. The Books of Exodus and Deuteronomy 
are full of them. Our Lord was asked this vexed question 
and he answered it immediately and incisively. “’Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 



2116 


commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments” (Matthew 22:36-40). In this 
answer, our Lord was placing his finger on what was 
already in the Torah, in Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 
19:18. There we have the spirit of the Law and the 
Prophets, and it is one of love. In doing what should be 
done, we are to love God and neighbour fully in everything. 
So God is especially concerned for what is going on in the 
heart of man. We are reminded of that pivotal event in the 
history of God’s people following the work and life of 
Moses: the anointing of David to be king. We read that the 
Lord said to Samuel, “the Lord sees not as man sees; man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). It was the great prophecy of 
Jeremiah that a new covenant was coming in which God 
would give to his people a new heart. This was the issue, 
that man must seek to obey God with a holy heart and 
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of man, had come to give the 



2117 


wherewithal for this to be attained. This was the Good 
News. 

All this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 5:1- 
12). Jesus Christ, on the Mountain, gives to his disciples 
the divine teaching on the heart of the one who serves God 
and keeps his commandments. The person who is blessed 
and happy is the one who is poor in spirit, meek, hungering 
and thirsting for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, a 
peacemaker, and persecuted and maligned because of 
righteousness and the following of Jesus Christ. This is the 
one with a heart that pleases God and who will be 
rewarded abundantly. The Beatitudes, as we call the 
stipulations in our Gospel passage today, express the heart 
and spirit of one who is following Christ. More deeply, the 
Beatitudes express the mind and heart of Christ himself, 
and as St Paul writes (Philippians 2:5), it is the mind of 
Christ that we are to put on. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 5:1-12) 

“How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Happy the gentle...” 

Happiness There is a feature of the universe which 
we take for granted but which should be a cause of 
wonderment. It is the general impulse towards wellbeing. 
Of course, as is obvious, there are, together with this 
impulse, the seeds of decay and destruction. Let us 
consider this drive towards a certain flourishing, this 
impulse towards wellbeing. The seed sprouts and grows 
into a shrub, or a tree, or a flower, whatever it may be. The 
newborn insect, bird or animal grows and reaches its level 
of life and perfection. And as we gaze at the inanimate 
universe we see a beauty and an order that could be viewed 
as the parallel of the wellbeing in living things. Even the 
inanimate realm seems to have a kind of tendency towards 
its own wellbeing or perfection. Let us call this vast 
tendency in creation an impulse towards what, by analogy, 
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we might call happiness. It is surely the imprint of the 
happiness of the Creator, who in giving existence, gives 
with that gift the impulse towards a flourishing of the gift. 
In creating man, the jewel and crown of the visible 
universe, God gives to him a special desire for happiness 
and abundant life, for it is accompanied by the power 
freely to choose the best that is possible for him. That best 
is to find his happiness in communion with his Creator. 
What, then, will bring man happiness? 

Ordinary human experience and mature reflection 
makes it evident that immorality and sin cannot bring a 
flourishing wellbeing and happiness to him. It can only be 
the good, that which is objectively good. Well, Christ our 
Lord tells us of the good that will make us happy, and what 
he tells us does not square with what “the world” of 
common opinion dictates. The reason, of course, is that the 
world of common opinion is a fallen world and its 
judgments as to what brings happiness are affected 
accordingly. No, our Lord gives us the true understanding 
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of happiness and it is contained in our Gospel passage 
today which sets forth Christ’s beatitudes (Matthew 5:1- 
12). The happy and fortunate ones are the poor in spirit, 
the gentle, those who “mourn”, those who hunger and thirst 
for what is right, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers, those who suffer for the cause of right, and 
those who are persecuted for the sake of Christ. To 
understand these striking and surprising pathways to 
happiness it is best to view them with the aid of a key. 
That key is surely that these are descriptions of the mind 
and heart of Christ himself. St Paul writes in one of his 
Letters that we are to “let this mind be in you which was in 
Christ Jesus.” The beatitudes of St Matthew’s Gospel spell 
out for us the mind of Christ, and they help us understand 
what imitating him involves. It involves being poor in 
spirit, gentle, hungering and thirsting for justice, pure in 
heart, and being merciful. 

Let us prayerfully dwell on our Lord’s words in our 
Gospel today. They tell us of his mind and his practice. 
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They describe the virtues of the heart that are to be 
cultivated by the one who wishes to follow in his footsteps 
and to imitate him. They let us know the results of being 
transformed into his image. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 1:18-22; Psalm 118; 
Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus said, You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled by men. You are the light of the world. A city on 
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a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 
5:13-16) 

The Light In the Gospel of St John, our Lord 
describes himself as the Light of the world: “I am the light 
of the world; the one following me will not walk in the 
dark but will have the light of life” (8:12). In the Prologue 
of his Gospel, St John writes that “in him was life; and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shines in darkness, 
and the darkness does not overcome (or comprehend) it” 
(1:4-5). In the Gospel of St Luke, the Spirit-led Simeon 
declares that the Child he holds in his arms will be “a light 
to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of your people 
Israel” (2:32). In the Gospel of St Matthew, from which 
our passage is drawn today, our Lord is described as “a 
great light.” Christ left Nazareth and dwelt in Caphamaum 
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“in the borders of Zabulon and Nephtalim.” Thus was 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, “Land of Zabulon and land 
of Naphtali ... The people who sat in darkness has seen a 
great light; and to those who sat in the region and shadow 
of death, light has dawned” (Matthew 8:13-16). But in our 
Gospel passage today, our Lord tells his disciples that “Ton 
are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:13-16). Clearly, 
then, the divine plan for mankind involves not only the 
coming of the Light of life which is the Incarnate Son of 
God, but also that there be shining in the darkness of the 
world the light of Christ’s disciples. They too are “the 
light of the world” — obviously because the light of Christ 
that is in them shines among the peoples who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. This is the era of the 
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Church, brought to birth by the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
We read in the Gospel of St John that our Lord had said, 
“as long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” 
(9:5). Perhaps one meaning here is that prior to our Lord’s 
Ascension and his sending of the Spirit at Pentecost, Christ 
alone (and not his disciples), was the light of the world. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit Christ now lives in them and 
they in him, just as he lives in the Father and the Father in 
him. Thus can Christ’s disciples let the Light that is Christ 
shine in their ordinary life. 

An emblematic image of the power of this Light 
shining in the lives of Christ’s disciples is the conversion to 
Christ of the Roman Empire. My impression is that Islam 
looks on the military success of its armies during the life of 
Mahomet and in the century following him as a divine 
confirmation of its religious claims. This is not very 
convincing to the Christian who will immediately think of 
Alexander, Julius Caesar, Genghis Khan, Bonaparte and 
many others who conducted powerful and brilliant military 
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adventures. Jesus Christ commanded Simon Peter to put 
his sword back into its sheath during his arrest in the 
Garden. He was then taken into custody and led on to 
indescribable sufferings. Out of this came the 
Resurrection, heavenly glory and the sending of the Spirit. 
The path of his earnest yet beleaguered Church was of a 
very similar kind. There were no armies, no swords, no 
horses, no battle cries, no smoke nor fire. Christ’s Church 
did not trust in chariots. It was all an intrepid witness to the 
truth within ordinary life, amid growing ridicule and 
contempt from those around and persecution from those 
above. Indeed, there were three centuries of this, but then 
came the victory as it had with Christ, in a different sense, 
following his Passion. The Empire capitulated before the 
undying witness of ordinary Christians, the 
inextinguishable light that just would not go out despite the 
floods of suffering and persecution pouring over it. You 
are the light of the world, Christ had said at the Sermon on 
the Mount. This was because they would have within 
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them, by the power of his divine Spirit, the Light that is his 
Person and teaching. “Let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.” How is this done, in terms of the mass of Christ’s 
faithful? It is done by means of the loving fulfilment of the 
ordinary duties of everyday life. Saint Josemaria Escriva 
(1902-1975) once had this to say: “Some will perhaps ask 
themselves how they can communicate this knowledge of 
Christ to others. I shall answer: with naturalness, with 
simplicity, by living exactly as you do in the midst of the 
world, devoted as you are to your professional work and to 
the care of your family, participating in all the noble 
aspirations of people, respecting the legitimate freedom of 
each person ... Ordinary life can be holy and filled with 
God” (Homily of April 5, 1957). The one true Light is to 
shine in ordinary life. 

This same saint, who untiringly stressed the daily 
effort to sanctify ordinary life, held up Mary at Nazareth as 
the model for the ordinary Christian. “Let us not forget 
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that almost all the days Mary spent on this earth were spent 
in a way very like the days of millions of other women who 
are also dedicated to their family, to the education of their 
children, to household tasks. All of that, which many 
wrongly consider to be insignificant and of no value, Mary 
sanctified even to the smallest detail ... An ordinary 
blessed life, which can be so full of the love of God!... It 
is up to us to try to be like her in the exact circumstances in 
which God wants us to live.” Beautiful thought! 
Attainable ideal! In this way, be holy and apostolic amid 
the ordinary life in which God has placed us! So, now I 
begin! 


Second reflection: 

Work The material universe is in constant motion, 
constant change. In respect to animal life, one aspect of 
this constant change is that the insect, bird and animal 
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world is in a constant state of activity to gain what it needs 
for survival and development. In the world of man, this 
general law translates into the general law of work. Man 
needs to work. His life is full of work. If he is to prosper, 
he has to work at it. Prosperity will not just come, and if it 
comes to a person who has not worked for it, normally it 
has come because of the work of others. So work is a 
constant requirement for man. As St Paul says in one of 
his Letters, if a man will not work, let him not eat. But 
work is not just a requirement, it is man’s joy. That is to 
say, if a person is not working in life for what he needs or 
judges to be important, he will not be happy. If his life is 
marked by good work and the achievements that come with 
good work, his life will attain a true level of happiness 
while mixed, of course, with some frustration. There is a 
great joy in achievement, provided what is achieved is 
something good. 

However, the fact is that very many face an apparent 
lack of achievement in life. Life can be full of sorrows and 
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disappointments, and if not full of them, it can have its fair 
share of them. Moreover, the average person will sooner 
or later experience his own deficiencies and limitations. 
He will sense that his achievements will inevitably fall far 
short of his hopes. What attitude should we take to this 
prospect? It is the power of God which we must put our 
faith in, not, ultimately, our own powers. If our own power 
is the basis of our hopes and our happiness, normally 
bitterness and disappointment will be ahead of us. We read 
that at one point in the life of Elijah that “the country had 
no rain.” It is a picture of so much of human life. The 
word of the Lord came to Elijah and told him to go to a 
Sidonian town, one outside the land of Israel, and hence 
one where the prophet would normally expect little 
hospitality. But there, God said to him, he would be given 
food. Indeed, the food would come from a widow, 
typically the representative of the poor. He did so, and 
even though the widow had practically nothing and was 
ready to die because of her lack of prospects, he received 
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food from her and she herself prospered (1 Kings 5). The 
lesson? One lesson is that however weak our resources in 
life to achieve our work’s goals, God is our strength and 
our stay. 

In all our work in life let us depend on God who is the 
Worker par excellence. He will be working in us and 
through us, and even if it seems we have not done much 
nor to show despite our very best efforts, God will achieve 
his purposes and give to our efforts the value he intended. 
We are called to work, dependent on him and as his 
collaborators. If our resources are meagre, God will use us 
for his glory as he thinks fit, just as he used the poor widow 
to look after the great Elijah. 
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Wednesday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 3:4-11; Psalm 98; 

Matthew 5:17-19 

Jesus said, Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke 
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of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the 
least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practises and teaches these commands will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:17-19) 

The Scriptures On November 7, 2007, Pope 
Benedict XVI gave a General Audience address on St 
Jerome, “a Father of the Church who placed the Bible at 
the centre of his life: He translated it into Latin, he 
commented on it in his writings, and above all he 
committed to live it concretely in his long earthly 
existence, despite his naturally difficult and fiery character, 
which he was known for.” The Pope referred to Jerome’s 
famous vision that transformed his attitude to the Holy 
Scriptures. In about 374 Jerome went to Antioch were he 
started upon theological studies and learned Greek, but 
remained devoted to classical Latin literature. It was here 
that he had a nightmare in which he found himself facing 
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the Judgement Seat. He was asked his condition and 
answered that he was a Christian. Then he heard the reply, 
‘ mentiris; Ciceronianus es, non Christianus ’ (‘You lie; you 
are a Ciceronian, not a Christian’). Jerome’s attitude to the 
Scriptures, despite their relative lack of literary excellence, 
completely changed: the great fact about them was that 
God was their Author. Jerome then devoted his busy life in 
Bethlehem to providing his great Latin Vulgate translation, 
numerous commentaries on Scripture and other writings. 
Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ, he 
would write. The Holy Scriptures! It is the strangest 
misapprehension of some that they think that the Catholic 
Church, the guardian of the Old and New Testaments 
within Christendom since the time of Christ, holds the 
sacred Books to be of little account. Whatever the reasons 
for this — and there is no doubt that the Scriptures have at 
times been neglected — in the Church’s formal teaching 
and in the lives of her exemplary members (the saints), the 
Scriptures are of tremendous importance. This is because 
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they are authored by God, who inspired a great variety of 
writers of Scripture in vastly different circumstances. The 
testimony of the Church on this is clear in her Ecumenical 
Councils and in the teaching of the Popes. However, I 
would suggest that there is one fundamental consideration 
that is particularly telling for the disciple of Jesus Christ 
who accepts the divinely-endowed authority of the Church 
to teach the faithful. That consideration is the very word of 
Christ himself on the Scriptures, as reported in the Gospels 
which, of course, the Church has canonized as being 
inspired and therefore part of Scripture. 

This brings us to our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
5:17-19) in which our Lord manifests his very high view of 
the holy Scriptures — the Law and the Prophets. “Do not 
think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. I tell you 
the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” 
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He himself had come to fulfil the Scriptures, and he 
assured his listeners that every little thing predicted by the 
Scriptures would be fulfilled — but of course their true 
fulfilment was known by God and would be revealed in the 
One he had sent, Jesus Christ. He then issues a warning to 
others: “Anyone who breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
practises and teaches these commands will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven.” That is a most exalted view of 
the sacred scrolls. Christ’s use of Scripture involves 
references, quotations, and direct affirmations. In his 
references to Scripture, Christ directly or indirectly lends 
authority at times to an historical event — such as Moses ’ 
writing of the Law. Our Lord speaks of David’s authorship 
- he observes that “David himself says in the Book of 
Psalms ...” (Luke 20:42). I would set this fact, incidentally, 
against the position of many archaeologists who, because 
they find no evidence from their digs for certain historical 
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personages of the Bible, discount their very existence. In 
his quotations of Scripture, Christ himself submits to its 
authority. He also gives to it his divine approval in 
numerous ways, including by the well known formula “it is 
written.” He asserts against Satan what “is written” - for 
Satan quotes Scripture in tempting him (Luke 4:9-12). 
There are also Christ's direct affirmations to the truth of 
Scripture (John 10:35). But perhaps what is more 
revealing as to Christ's view of Scripture, is his ordinary 
use of it. In every phase of his life and ministry he shows a 
reliance on Scripture. Christ also uses the Scriptures to 
attest truths. Especially notable are his references to the 
Scriptures in explaining the necessity for his Passion, 
Death and Resurrection — both before and after the event. 
This was the supreme fulfilment of the Scriptures, as would 
be the sending of the Holy Spirit. 

Our appreciation of the divine authorship of the 
Scriptures is powerfully aided by our appreciation of the 
divinity of Jesus Christ. He affirmed the divine authorship 
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of the Scriptures and showed the high place they had in his 
life and mission. They must have the same place in the life 
of his disciples — as must, for instance, the Church itself, 
Christ’s creation. Read the Gospels and see how Christ 
loved the Scriptures, affirmed them, was guided by them, 
interpreted them and entrusted his teaching on them to his 
Church, founded on the Twelve. From his Church, guided 
by the Holy Spirit, came the priceless writings of the New 
Testament, affirmed and canonized (as were the Law, the 
Prophets and the Writings, too) by the Church’s decisions. 
Let us love the Scriptures as did Jesus Christ, then! 


Second reflection: 

Faith In the history of man’s religions, the 

prophet Elijah has to be counted among the great 
personalities of religion. Standing almost alone at a critical 
point in Israel’s religious history when the worship of 
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“strange gods” held a powerful attraction among the 
chosen people, single-handedly he turned the situation 
around. There is recorded in the Scriptures an 
extraordinary event, the like of which is probably unknown 
in the annals of history. Elijah summoned Israel together 
and challenged the people to make a choice for Yahweh or 
Baal (1 Kings 18). He alone was left a prophet of the Lord, 
while the prophets of Baal were four hundred and fifty. 
Imagine such a scene - Isaiah faced with 450 hostile 
“prophets” opposite him! He then challenged these 
prophets to call on their god to consume and accept the 
sacrifice that he had prepared. While they fruitlessly called 
on their god from morning to midday and into the 
afternoon, he mocked and pilloried their invocations. 
Finally when they had done, Elijah called the people closer 
to him, and at a simple brief prayer offered by him to the 
Lord, the fire of Yahweh descended and consumed the 
sacrifice. It was a miracle of high drama that vindicated 
the religion of Yahweh and indicted that of Baal. With 
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this, Elijah had the whole concourse of the prophets of 
Baal secured and executed. At a stroke he inflicted an 
immense and crippling blow to the enticing false religion 
of that time. It was by no means the end of the problem 
but it manifested the glory of the Lord and made of Elijah a 
great prophet. 

Elijah was great in turning his people back to God, 
and was one of those who embodied the virtues which 
Revealed Religion fosters. He is one to whom we should 
look for inspiration and example in living a life of faith, 
including Christian faith. It was predicted that in some 
sense he would come again, and our Lord told his disciples 
that indeed he had come again. He was, as they realized, 
referring to John the Baptist. The angel Gabriel had told 
Zechariah that his great son would turn his people back to 
God “in the spirit and power of Elijah”. We remember that 
Elijah appeared conversing with Christ at the 
Transfiguration. Elijah, then, is very much associated with 
the Messiah and important to the Christian. The Carmelite 
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religious families look to him for inspiration and 
intercession. Let us think of Elijah’s indomitable faith. 
Nothing shook it, even though the world was against him. 
He was alone and yet he was rock-like in his adherence to 
the Lord God of Israel. His faith led him to be utterly 
certain that the Lord would hear his prayer to vindicate 
with a great miracle his testimony about the one true God. 
This faith gave him courage and assurance amid isolation 
and opposition. So let us think of the centrality of faith in 
God and how it must be profound and unshakeable. Let us 
pray that our faith will grow strong and let us protect it 
from anything that could undermine it. It is the 
foundational gift of the Holy Spirit, without which we 
cannot grow in the religion that has been revealed by God. 

Elijah points to the one God as the entire basis of life. 
Let us place all our faith in the Lord and give no quarter to 
any other gods in our life, no matter how widely they are 
followed and worshipped. 
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Thursday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 18:41-46; Psalm 64; 

Matthew 5:20-26 

Jesus said, “I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 
you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. You 
have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not 
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murder, and anyone who murders wdl be subject to 
judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his 
brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who 
says to his brother, ‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. 
But anyone who says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the 
fire of hell. Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First 
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer 
your gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who 
is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on 
the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the 
judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be 
thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, you will not get out 
until you have paid the last penny. ” (Matthew 5:20-26) 

The Kingdom It is plain from the Gospels that if 
anyone had been asked what Jesus, the prophet and rabbi 
from Nazareth, was “on about,” he would have answered 
that he is always speaking about “the Kingdom.” What 
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Kingdom? It is the Kingdom of heaven, or the Kingdom of 
God, he would have replied. And so it was. Open the 
pages of the Gospels, and time and again it is there. Our 
Gospel passage today is from that of St Matthew, and in 
that Gospel there are more than four dozen references to 
the “Kingdom”, the “Kingdom of God”, or the “Kingdom 
of heaven”. In most chapters of the Gospel the expression 
appears — as many as a dozen times during the parables of 
chapter 13. The Wise Men appear from the East and ask 
where is he who is born “king of the Jews” — for we have 
come to worship him (Matthew 2:2), and Herod the king 
attempted to do away with him. John the Baptist came, 
preaching “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(3:2). Christ confronts Satan in the wilderness and he, 
Jesus, is offered all the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory of them — if he will but acknowledge Satan (as king) 
and worship him (4:8-9). Jesus then “went about all 
Galilee ... preaching the good news of the kingdom” (4:23). 
He delivers the Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are the 
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poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven” (5:3). 
There are five references to the Kingdom in this Sermon, 
which offers an overview of Christ’s teaching. Right to the 
end, during the last days in the City teaching in the 
Temple, Christ is teaching on the Kingdom of heaven 
(25:1). The Kingdom is manifestly to be present in this 
world, and yet is especially eternal (25:34). At the Last 
Supper, our Lord refers to his Father’s Kingdom (26:29). 
At his trial by the representative of the Emperor and the 
Empire, Christ was asked if he were “the King of the Jews” 
— and he replied that they were Pilate’s words: “You have 
said so” (27:11). He was mocked by the soldiers as “King 
of the Jews” (27:29) and challenged to come down from 
the Cross as “the King of Israel” (27:42). He died as “the 
King of the Jews” (27:37). Jesus Christ came to establish a 
Kingdom — but not one of this world. As we read at the 
end of this Gospel (28:18-20), all authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to him. His was to be a world¬ 
wide kingdom, and all the nations were to be his disciples. 
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In this, Jesus Christ and his teaching was the 
fulfilment of the longing and the promises of the Law, the 
Prophets, the Psalms and the Writings. Moses had led the 
chosen people to the edge of the promised land, and Joshua 
completed the work. They were God’s anointed leaders — 
and they pointed to the great Leader, Prophet, Anointed 
One to come. Thenceforth the Scriptures present a trail of 
good and bad leaders and kings. There were the Judges, 
including the holy Samuel. There were the kings, 
beginning with the sad and unfortunate Saul, succeeded by 
the grand though faulty David. Solomon followed, gifted 
with superlative wisdom and finally ensnared in his own 
moral morass. And so it went on and on, through the 
Books of Chronicles and the denunciations of kings by the 
prophets. Much of the Old Testament is profoundly 
instructive on the kingships of this world and on the 
longing for a divinely-sent and appointed kingship. The 
longing and the prophecy was that God would finally be 
King. When the people came to Samuel asking that they 
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be given a king as was the case with the other nations, God 
said to Samuel that it was he, God, whom they had rejected 
as king (1 Samuel 8:7). He directed Samuel to warn them, 
and “show them the ways of the king who shall reign over 
them” (1 Samuel 8:9). The rest of the inspired Scriptures 
show “the ways” of the kings who reigned over them — 
kings from the chosen people themselves, and kings ruling 
over them from the Gentiles, down to the Romans 
represented by Pilate. Jesus Christ is the Messiah-King 
who is the fulfilment of the best longings and the 
prophecies that God would be King not only of his chosen 
people, but of all the nations of the earth. Thus would the 
prophecy of Abraham be fulfilled: “by you all the families 
of the earth shall bless themselves” (Genesis 12:3). It is 
evident that, while the Kingdom of heaven is eternal and 
present “in heaven,” through Jesus Christ it is now present 
on earth. There are the kingdoms of this world, and there 
is in the world the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus Christ is 
Lord of all earthly lords, and King of all earthly kings. All 
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of this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 5:20-26), 
for it illustrates the foremost fact that the principal locale of 
the Kingdom of heaven is the heart of man, because therein 
the Person of Jesus Christ should reign as King. 

In Jesus Christ there is present the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily. In him is present the Kingdom of heaven 
in its fullness, and we enter that kingdom by giving our 
hearts to him. That is to say, we must become, by the 
power of grace, his disciples in every sense. In the first 
instance, we live as his disciples by putting on his mind, as 
St Paul writes (Philippians 2:5). As our Gospel today says, 
unless we do this, we shall not enter the Kingdom of 
heaven. So, we must resist anger of heart. We must be 
reconciled with our brother. We must strive to be like 
Christ in mind, heart, and in all our deeds. The vocation of 
mankind is to be citizens of God’s Kingdom, and this is 
done by being disciples of Christ — living his life by faith 
in obedience to him here on earth, and so attaining him in 
heaven. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 5:20-26) 

"‘'But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother 
will be liable to judgment 

Anger Let us for a moment consider the state of the 
world in its darker aspect. There is hunger, plenty of 
natural disasters, disease and sickness of various forms. 
But most would agree that the greatest source of evil and 
suffering springs from conflict between human beings. Its 
cause and its symptom is principally anger. One man is 
angry with another, one group is angry with another, one 
community or nation is angry with another, one entire 
civilization is angry with another. Usually anger is 
justified in the mind of the one who is angry by his 
pointing to injustice. He has been unjustly dealt with and 
so his anger is justified. But anger brings no happiness and 
usually leads to further injustice. Anger can lead to a 
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world war. So then, inasmuch as a fundamental need of 
mankind is for happiness, it would seem obvious from 
ordinary human reflection that the problem of anger and 
how to deal with it is fundamental for the prosperity of 
mankind. Man must learn to overcome his anger. One 
person said to me once that as a policy he tries to look on 
the good side of other people because if he does not he will 
be angry with them and this will make it very difficult for 
him to live with them and get on with them. He was 
pointing to the need to find a way to deal with anger. 

In fact anger has eternal repercussions. Our Lord in 
today’s Gospel (Matthew 5:20-26) tell us that “You have 
learnt how it was said to our ancestors: you must not kill; 
... But I say this to you: ... if a man calls (his brother) 
‘Renegade’ he will answer for it in hell fire.” Our Lord, 
presumably, in warning of this eternal sanction is referring 
to the one who, with full awareness and full consent, gives 
expression in speech to an anger that leads to great harm. 
He is making it very clear that this kind of anger is grossly 
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offensive to God. The key to an understanding of anger (as 
with everything) is to consider it in the light of Christ. Our 
Lord was angry at times, but it was a holy anger. We 
remember how he looked around in anger on the scribes 
and Pharisees because of their stubbornness of heart, and 
proceeded to cure the man with the withered hand. He 
angrily drove out the buyers and sellers from the Temple. 
In both these cases his anger was a holy anger at the 
spectacle of sin, and it was a manifestation of the wrath of 
Yahweh which is repeatedly referred to in the Old 
Testament. This anger was the reaction of divine love in 
the face of deliberate sin. There is a just and godly anger, a 
Christ-like anger, but given our fallen nature this is not the 
kind of anger that is usual with us. Usually when we are 
angry we are sinning against God and neighbour. 

Let us in this matter recognize how easily, how 
unjustly, and how unnecessarily we can be angry with our 
brother, how harmful it is, and how displeasing this anger 
is to God. Above all, let us resolve to put on the mind of 
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Christ who, in response to the way people treated him, was 
meek and forgiving. That is to say, we ought resolve to 
imitate our Lord in the virtues of his divine heart, in the 
virtues of him who said, “Learn from me, for I am meek 
and humble of heart.” Let us resolve to be Christlike. In 
this, as in everything, Christ is the model for every man 
and for all of humanity. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Psalm 116:10-11, 
15-18; Matthew 5:27-32 

You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit 
adultery. ’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and 
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throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And 
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to go into hell. It has been said, 
Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate 
of divorce. ’ But I tell you that anyone who divorces his 
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to 
become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the 
divorced woman commits adultery. (Matthew 5:27-32) 

Communion One of the most abiding themes of 
poetry, drama and song over the ages is human love. It is 
extolled in the Old Testament — such as in the Song of 
Songs, in the biblical account of the friendship between 
Jonathan and David, and implicitly in the biblical account 
in Genesis of Adam and the Woman being taken from his 
side to be his wife. God’s very relationship with his 
chosen people is described in the prophets as a spousal 
love. It is like the love of a faithful husband for his chosen 
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spouse. God even takes the step of becoming man to give 
his life for his people. The incarnate God describes 
himself as the Bridegroom — and is described by John the 
Baptist as the Bridegroom (John 3:29). God reveals that he 
is love, as St John expresses it in his Letter. He is love not 
only in that he loves us, but this is founded in his own 
divine life which is a life of inexpressible love between 
divine persons. The one divine being is a trinity of persons 
— Father and Son united in the ineffable love that is the 
Holy Spirit. What this means is that the impetus to 
communion is to be found in all that God has made. Most 
of all is this so with man, and the Book of Genesis teaches 
that it was in his image that God made him. Man is 
essentially drawn to and made for love. Now, an essential 
though not exclusive indicator of this is the sexual 
character of the human being. It is one of the most 
beautiful aspects of the human being that he or she is 
sexual, and by this I am not referring merely to structural 
features of the human body — although this manifests it. I 
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am referring in the first instance to the spontaneous sexual 
impetus of the human heart. A man is a man to his core, 
and a woman is a woman to her core. At the level of the 
core of a human person there is the God-given impetus to 
communion with another of the opposite sex. The degree 
of this impetus will vary among persons, and for various 
reasons some may find themselves with a certain disorder 
even at this level. That is, the direction of this impetus in 
them may not be the normal one. Here, though, I am 
merely highlighting the gift of being created for 
communion with another. This is evidenced in the sexual 
impulse present at the core of the human heart and 
expressed in the human body, which itself reveals the inner 
man. 


Of course, the sexual impulse is present in its 
multifarious forms throughout animate creation — but here 
we are thinking of man, and specifically of his heart. His 
heart has the glory of being, in its manner and measure, 
made in the image of God. The sexual character of the 
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heart is a dimension of this likeness to the divine. It 
instinctively draws man out of his isolation — an isolation 
alluded to in the first chapters of Genesis depicting the 
creation of man — to communion with another. It is not 
good for man to be alone, we read (Genesis 2:18). The 
sexual impulse of his heart is part of his instinctive impetus 
for communion. But! — and this is the warning bell that 
sounds — because of the Original Fall his nature is a 
wounded and fallen one. The beautiful sexual impulse, 
which ennobles his heart and sets it on a course upwards to 
communion, is flawed. It has become inward looking and 
highly prone to take the self away from communion with 
the other towards self-gratification and self-absorption. It 
has become prone to being a power for self-exaltation, and 
prone to demean and utilize the other. It is a dimension of 
the heart that now requires great vigilance by the subject, 
together with the gift of grace. This is because it easily 
becomes a self-gratifying power dominating the self and 
debasing it to the animal level. It requires the love of God 
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and his grace if it is to serve its proper purpose. In a world 
that is secular and in which God is but a marginal thought, 
television, the press, and especially the Internet are 
suffused with temptations to sexual gratification. I refer in 
the first instance to gratification at the level of thought, 
imagination and heart. On all sides there are invitations to 
deliberate sexual gratification of thought — let alone 
outright physical sexual pleasure. The West glorifies 
sexual “freedom” (i.e., licence) on the one hand, but then 
washes its hands of the misfortunes of those whose lives 
fall apart as a result of it. Thus is the sexual impulse of 
man’s heart distorted and transformed into an abiding 
enticement to terrible interior sins. These are the 
foundations of just as terrible physical and exterior sins. 
What all this means is that, with the aid of grace offered in 
the Word and Sacraments of Christ’s Church, the sexual 
dimension of the human heart must be viewed and 
assiduously guarded as a call and means to proper and 
upright communion. 
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Every person must be interiorly vigilant day by day - 
vigilant against external temptation and enticement, and 
vigilant in respect to the spontaneous tendency of his mind 
and heart to self-gratification. A person who is not alive to 
these facts of life is totally vulnerable to inner ruin. All 
this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 5:27-32), in 
which Christ our Lord gives a stern warning on what is at 
stake when it comes to what a person consents to doing 
within his own mind and heart. For our Lord says, You 
have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery. ’ But 
I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your 
right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. 
It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for 
your whole body to be thrown into hell. Let us heed these 
words, for in them our Lord speaks of hell — and he is 
God. 
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Second reflection: 

Little Things Perhaps the greatest manifestation 
of the presence of Yahweh the God of Israel is that of Sinai 
when (hundreds of years before our Gospel scene today) 
Moses received the Ten Commandments on the tablets of 
stone. There were peals of thunder, dense cloud, a loud 
trumpet blast, the mountain was wrapped in smoke and 
shook violently (Exodus 19:16-18). God had descended in 
the form of fire. “To the eyes of the sons of Israel the 
glory of Yahweh seemed like a devouring fire on the 
mountain top” (Exodus 24: 17). The entire people saw the 
spectacle and were struck with awe. God showed forth his 
glory and his power in the phenomena that the account in 
Exodus describes. It was, we might say, a one-off event 
that was in the nature of the case remembered by the 
children of Israel as associated with the Covenant 
established on Sinai. It was the likes of this that made the 
entire exodus from slavery in Egypt so mythic in the best 
sense of the word. The historical events in which God 
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manifested his presence formed the defining “myth” of the 
children of Israel. But another lesson had to be understood 
and that was that God is present in everyday life, calling 
each to his proper vocation within salvation history. God 
is present in the ordinary, the little and unnoticed events. 
He has to be sought and found in all things, not just in the 
spectacular events which in his merciful providence he 
chooses occasionally to operate. There was another event 
at “Horeb, the mountain of God” (presumably the same 
mountain of Sinai where dramatic phenomena occurred 
centuries before). God revealed himself to Elijah not in “a 
mighty wind so strong that it tore the mountains”, nor “in 
the earthquake”, nor “in the fire.” No, this time God 
reveals himself to his prophet in “the sound of a gentle 
breeze”. God reveals himself in an unobtrusive, ordinary, 
gentle and soothing event, an event that was in no way 
startling and which could easily have passed by unnoticed. 
But Elijah, when he heard this “covered his face with his 
cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.” 
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(1 Kings 19: 9.11-16) Elijah recognized the Lord God of 
Israel in the sound of the gentle breeze. 

We should learn to recognize God’s presence in the 
small and ordinary events of life, and with the same 
profound reverence that Elijah manifested. Let us practise 
every day the sense of the presence of God. He is 
constantly present and he sees all. He is always 
summoning us to respond to his calls in our everyday duty. 
He is ever giving us his grace to respond to his love and his 
call to participate in his saving work. Let us draw 
inspiration from the prophet Elijah to find God in everyday 
life, and in this way to discover the grandeur of the 
ordinary life. The glory of God and his daily call is present 
in the mundane course of each day. 
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Saturday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Psalm 102; 
Matthew 5:33-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: Again, you have heard that 
it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your 
oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord. ’ But I 
tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is 
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God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not 
swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair 
white or black. Simply let your ‘Yes ’ be ‘Yes ’, and your 
‘No’, ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 
(Matthew 5:33-37) 

Truthfulness If there is one thing Jesus Christ 
shows a love for in the Gospels, it is simple truthfulness 
and the shunning of falsehood. Simply let your ‘Yes ’ be 
‘Yes’, and your ‘No’, ‘No’; anything beyond this comes 
from the evil one. (Matthew 5:37). We see this in his first 
encounter with one whom he would choose to be of the 
Twelve: “Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him and said of 
him, ‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” 
(John 1:47). We read very little of Nathanael from then on. 
But one thing we do know of him because of this high 
praise of him by Jesus Christ, was that he was truthful. He 
lacked falsehood. He was not deceitful. In him, you got 
what you saw. We notice, incidentally, that this moral 
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quality in Nathanael was present well before his being 
endowed with the Spirit of God as Christ’s gift. So it was 
what we might call a natural quality in him. This reminds 
us that though man is fallen, though he is morally wounded 
and “under the power of sin” (Romans 3:10), he is not 
totally so. That is, he is not totally depraved. With the 
ordinary presence of the Spirit of God active in creation (as 
in Genesis 1:2: “the spirit of God was moving over the face 
of the waters”), surprising moral qualities may be found in 
natural man. In Nathanael, one of these moral qualities 
was truthfulness — and this was especially important for 
Jesus Christ, for it manifested genuine virtue. In the 
Prologue of St John’s Gospel, light and darkness are set 
forth as the parameters of the coming narrative. In the 
Word there “was life, and that life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (John 1:4-5). What is important, then, is the 
light — for it is this light “that enlightens every man”, and 
he “was coming into the world.” It ought to have been the 
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case that he, the Light, was accepted. But he came, and 
“the world did not know him” (1:11). This was because 
the world preferred darkness to the light. This blindness of 
the world because of a love of falsehood was to bedevil the 
efforts of the Redeemer to bring the light of life to the 
chosen people. So it is that throughout our Lord’s public 
ministry we see him condemning hypocrisy and the 
blindness of the leaders that was due to sin. This hypocrisy 
was the opposite of the truthfulness our Lord refers to 
today. 

What our Lord speaks of in our Gospel (Matthew 
5:33-37) is that virtue which shows itself in simple, 
unpretentious truthfulness. This is a facet of virtue (Latin: 
virtus, Greek: dtperrj) — recognized by man as moral 
excellence. The nature of virtue has caused endless 
discussion, but broadly it means being admirable and 
excellent precisely as a human being - a difficult 
attainment, and is the fruit of right moral choices that have 
become a habit. Even if the average person cannot discuss 
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with precision and depth the nature of virtue, specific 
virtues and virtuous choices, he will know, broadly, its 
objective reality. He has the capacity to recognize a 
virtuous action and a virtuous person — even though he 
may make specific mistakes due to his culture, education, 
personal disposition and faulty reasoning. All know that 
truthfulness is an essential trait of the virtuous person, and 
that falsehood is a vice. A person who is habitually 
truthful, unpretentiously so, and without accompanying 
artifice (such as oaths, etc.), is virtuous. All know that 
virtue is synonymous with being “good” — it is an 
admirable trait — even if there is disagreement over what 
is the virtuous action in specifics. The Christian knows 
that the everlasting paradigm of the virtuous person is 
Jesus Christ — he was foretold and prefigured in the Law, 
the Prophets and the Psalms, and he stands forever as the 
model of man. He taught that the first feature of virtue, 
that which God has commanded, is love: love for God 
above all else and with one’s whole strength, and love for 
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neighbour as much as for oneself. The Christian also 
knows that man is born into a fallen condition, one 
wounded and incapable of reaching the full virtue to which 
he is called. He is not utterly without virtue by nature, but 
the natural virtue he has, and in which (with God to sustain 
him) he can grow to a point, cannot reach its full term. He 
needs a special share in the life and grace of Jesus Christ 
his model. This is precisely what is on offer — and it is 
the Church which offers the blessing. The good news for 
humanity and history is that there has been an utterly and 
incomparably virtuous Person, and man can share in his 
life of virtue. The condition is that one become his disciple 
and enter into union with him by faith and baptism. He is 
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer. 

The all-important thing in life is to be virtuous. 
Putting it in terms of revealed religion, the goal of each 
person is to be holy — for God his Creator is holy. The 
path to this is the following of Jesus Christ by faith, 
obedience and a share in his grace. He is the way, the truth 
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and the life. Where, then, to start? Let us start by making 
right and attainable choices that are virtuous, in accord 
with Christ’s teaching, calling on his help, and kept up so 
as to become habitual. Why not start by resolving, with the 
aid of grace, each day to live with a simple, unpretentious, 
uncluttered truthfulness in word. As our Lord puts it, 
Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’, ‘No’; 
anything beyond this comes from the evil one. (Matthew 
5:37). 
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Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 17:22-24; Psalm 91; 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said: The kingdom of God is like a man who 
casts seed into the earth. He sleeps, he rises, night and 
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day, and the seed springs and grows up — how he does not 
know. The earth of itself brings forth fruit, first the blade, 
then the ear, afterwards the full corn in the ear. And when 
the fruit is ready, immediately he puts in the sickle, because 
the harvest has come. And he said: To what shall we liken 
the kingdom of God? Or to what parable shall we 
compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed. When it is 
sown in the earth it is smaller than all the seeds that are in 
the earth: When it is sown it grows up and becomes greater 
than all herbs. It puts out great branches so that the birds 
of the air may dwell under their shadow. And with many 
such parables, he spoke to them the word, according as 
they were able to hear. And without parable he did not 
speak to them. But apart, he explained all things to his 
disciples. (Mark 4:26-34) 

Sanctity Perhaps the plainest thing about the 
world is that it changes. Things change — they change in 
their appearance, their state of health, even in their very 
substance. The seed placed in the soil becomes a plant. 
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Things even pass away — a living animal dies and 
gradually becomes dust. One of the most fascinating 
religious personalities of nineteenth-century England was 
John Henry Newman. He still commands an industry of 
research and writing. He passed away in 1890 at the end of 
a long and holy life and was buried amid the Church’s 
honours. As the time for his beatification in 2010 by Pope 
Benedict XVI approached, the Church directed that his 
relics be exhumed from his grave at Rednal just outside 
Birmingham and enshrined at the Birmingham Oratory. 
When this was done it was discovered that Cardinal 
Newman’s remains were completely gone. Nothing 
remained except items of insignia and other elements 
buried with his body. Change is everywhere in our 
transient world, and things are essentially and necessarily 
changeable. The challenge facing everything is that the 
change that will necessarily come be a true development. 
The world will change, but will this change be a 
development or a decline into ruin? When a child is born 
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into the world, it will certainly change. Neither the child 
nor its parents nor anyone or anything else can avoid its 
changing. The question is, will the change amount to a 
true development, or will the child fail to develop as it can 
and should? Its life could be a success or a failure — and 
in the last analysis it is not he nor others in his life who will 
be the judge of that. Ultimately God will be his judge, and 
God has revealed what will be the criteria of the inevitable, 
unavoidable divine judgment. That judgment will be sure 
and definitive. So we must hear the call that we change in 
the direction of true development and not in the direction 
of ruin. Every day counts in the drama of our 
development. We cannot stand still, nor avoid the issue. 
We shall develop or decline, which is to say we shall either 
become good and holy or we shall become evil and sinful. 
The day of reckoning will assuredly come and the results 
will be eternal. It will all hinge on how we exercise our 
power of choice. Have we chosen what is good, what 
pleases the all-holy God, what is in accord with his 
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commandments and his holy will? Specifically, have we 
renounced sin, taken our stand with Jesus Christ and lived 
accordingly? 

This is the critical issue in the matter of the change 
that must come in life. Are we developing as God intends 
for us, which is to say into the likeness of his divine Son? 
Are we growing more and more in the love of Jesus Christ, 
and, as a result of this love for him, keeping his 
commandments? This is the path of human perfection, the 
perfection to which man is called. For that reason, just 
before he ascended into heaven, our Lord told his disciples 
that they were to go to the whole world and make disciples 
of all the nations. This is mankind’s true path of 
development. This is the goal of man’s natural quest for 
perfection. JJe will reach his true end if he is a true 
disciple of Jesus Christ. This is the daily change he must 
foster in himself, the true and best change, the change that 
is his development and not his decline. All of this brings 
us to our Gospel passage today in which our Lord speaks 
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of the kingdom of God, his rule and sway over man and the 
world. It “is like a man who casts seed into the earth. He 
sleeps, he rises, night and day, and the seed springs and 
grows up — how he does not know. The earth of itself 
brings forth fruit, first the blade, then the ear, afterwards 
the full corn in the ear. And when the fruit is ready, 
immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 
come” (Mark 4:26-34). The fruit and the harvest is 
holiness of life in Christ. Now, what is it that supports and 
nourishes this development? Of course, as has been said 
each person must exercise his power of choice and choose 
what is right, which is to say, the will of God. But our 
Lord’s stress in the parable is on the divine power at work 
in the growth of the seed. So too in the business of a good, 
moral and holy life, a life filled with love for God and 
Jesus Christ his divine Son. It is God who gives the 
increase by his grace, and it is his grace that we trust in for 
the flourishing of the divine life in our souls. We must 
choose to repent. We must choose for God each day and 
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always. But for this very choice we depend on the grace of 
God, though all the while it must truly be our choice. It is 
God who by his grace gives the increase. This grace is the 
gift of the Holy Spirit who fills the Church whose head is 
Christ. Let us take all due steps to gain God’s grace and 
then live in the state of grace. This we do by receiving the 
Sacraments, hearing the word and preaching of the Church, 
and striving to live in Christ as the Church’s faithful 
children. 

I remember when I was young I was told by a holy 
priest that holiness is ninety-nine percent the work of grace 
and one percent our own work. That is just a way of 
putting it, because even in giving our one percent we must 
depend on grace. But he went on to say that the one 
percent is our all. It is the two small coins the poor widow 
put into the treasury — it was everything she had to live 
on. We must put in everything we have to live on, 
counting on the all-powerful grace of God which gives the 
increase. That grace of God is the ninety-nine percent of 



2178 


the work. It is the power of God that makes of the seed a 
harvest in our Lord’s parable. Let us put our whole mind 
and heart to the task of ensuring that the change that is 
inevitable in life is a true development in the direction of 
holiness. We are called to sanctity, and the grace of God is 
available for it to happen. To the work, then! 

-- 
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Monday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; Psalm 97; 

Matthew 5:38-42 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth. ’ But I tell you, 
Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if someone 
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wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go 
with him two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do 
not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from 
you ” (Matthew 5:38-42). 

The New Law We read in the Book of Exodus the 
words of God giving the Ten Commandments to Moses 
(20:2-17). As “the people stood afar off, Moses drew near 
to the thick darkness where God was.” God then gave 
further explanations to Moses (from Exodus 20:21 to 
31:17, with interruptions) on the worship of him as the 
only God, and on the relations which were to prevail 
among the people. They are a detailed application of the 
Ten Commandments especially to the worship of God but 
also to the daily life of the people and individuals. They 
end with the statement that God “gave to Moses, when he 
had made an end of speaking with him upon Mount Sinai, 
the two tables of the testimony, tables of stone, written 
with the finger of God” (31:18). In the Book of 
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Deuteronomy there is the alternate account of the giving of 
the Ten Commandments (ch.5), and there follow the 
numerous prescriptions which apply those Commandments 
to the life and worship of the people. One of the directives 
of the Exodus account is that which governs certain 
injuries: “If any harm follows, then you shall give life for 
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, bum for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe” 
(Exodus 21:23). Reference to this is in our Gospel today. 
Now, one of the notable things about St Matthew’s 
presentation of Christ in his pronouncing the Sermon on 
the Mount, is that Christ is clearly another Moses. He 
ascends the Mountain (5:1) with the multitude behind him. 
His disciples come to him — perhaps reflecting the text of 
Exodus in which “Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and they saw 
the God of Israel ... And he did not lay his hand on the 
chief men of the people of Israel” (24:9-11). There, with 
his disciples with him and the people below, Christ utters 
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his Word on the Mountain, his great Sermon. It begins 
with the Beatitudes which parallel the Ten Commandments 
given by God on Mount Sinai. Moses gave the Law. 
Christ gives the new Law. He makes it clear, though, that 
his Law is the fulfilment of the old Law: “Do not think that 
I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish them, but to fulfil them” — indeed, all 
must be “accomplished” (5:17-18). One of the laws of the 
Law of Moses was that referred to above: an “eye for an 
eye.” This, too, our Lord “fulfils.” 

But first let us notice the status that our Lord assumes. 
In both the Book of Exodus where this prescription is 
given, and in the Book of Deuteronomy where various 
other prescriptions are set out, Moses acts as the oracle and 
interpreter of God. Nowhere do we see Moses presuming 
the authority to state that “you have been told (on God’s 
behalf)” to do such and such, or “you have heard (as 
coming from God) that you are to do” such and such — 
but I say to you that you are to do this. But this is exactly 
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what Jesus Christ unhesitatingly presumes to do. Not only 
does he, to the chagrin of his opponents, set aside the 
traditions of the elders while referring to the Scriptures by 
means of which he refutes those opponents, but he goes an 
unprecedented step further. “You have heard that it was 
said,” he tells his audience from the Mountain, “an eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you, Do not 
resist one who is evil” (5:38). I say to you: he is greater 
than Moses who would not have assumed such authority. 
Nor would any of the prophets, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezechiel, Daniel. Jesus is God (become man) 
who is once again speaking from a Mountain, now taking 
his Law to a new level. So the first thing we observe about 
our Gospel passage today (Matthew 5:38-42) is that it 
involves a kind of theophany. Just as at Mount Sinai the 
living God speaks and reveals his Law, so the living God, 
now incarnate, here on the Mount of the Beatitudes is 
speaking and revealing his Law. He is revealing it anew so 
as to indicate how it is to be truly fulfilled. The key to the 
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interpretation of the new Law is the Person who reveals it. 
This, incidentally, is very important — otherwise we shall 
sink into unhelpful forms of fundamentalism. When our 
Lord says, in explanation, “Do not resist one who is evil” 
we must look to him, and following him we must look to 
the teaching of his Church. His Church is his body and has 
received the Gift of the Divine Spirit to lead it to the 
complete truth (John 16:13). Our Lord himself resisted 
those who were evil — even physically, as in the cleansing 
of the Temple. When he was powerfully struck on the 
cheek at his trial, he asked for an explanation (John 18:23). 
Our Lord’s true meaning is shown as he hung upon the 
Cross, pleading with his Father to forgive them, for they 
did not know what they were doing (Luke 23:34). Despite 
all, he loved them and forgave them from the heart. We 
are to put away all hatred and all refusal to forgive from 
our hearts. 

Our Gospel passage today is most revealing. The Son 
of God made man is giving a new revelation of the divine 
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Law, and it takes to a new fulfilment what had been 
previously revealed by the mouth of God’s servant Moses. 
This time, God asks of us a heart that is like that of his 
divine Son who speaks now from the Mountain. He speaks 
not primarily to governments but to the individual heart. It 
is to be a heart of love, devoid of revenge, striving with the 
aid of divine grace to be ever forgiving, ever loving of 
those who do evil. It is in this way, not the way of mere 
and exact retribution, that the disciple of Christ resists evil. 
This is the way that Jesus Christ, as he himself said, 
overcame the world. “In the world you will have trouble, 
but be brave: I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 


Second reflection: 

The Conscience Before the spectacle of profoundly 
divergent faiths and world views, such as those of 
Christianity, Islam and atheism, one could wonder what 
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basis there can be for dialogue and the forging of a 
foundation for social harmony. Well, it is important to 
begin with some commonly accepted starting point. 
Perhaps that starting point could be the human conscience 
and its awareness of moral obligation. It is surely 
undeniable that all faiths and world-views would accept the 
fundamental importance of the conscience and its dictates. 
The problem, of course, is the divergent ways the 
conscience is formed and what are perceived to be the 
principles of right action which should guide the 
conscience. That problem granted, nevertheless all would 
accept that in principle the prudent conscience should be 
followed, whatever be the divergence in specifics. No one 
would say that the dictates of the prudent conscience ought 
be avoided, set aside, explained away, and in general 
disobeyed. The voice of conscience is commonly accepted 
as having a sacred character, though it itself is subject to 
the higher and more absolute principle, namely the truth. It 
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is by respecting the sacredness of the prudent and properly 
formed conscience that the truth may reign supreme. 

We read in the Old Testament of Ahab, king of 
Samaria, who wanted the vineyard of Naboth of Jezreel 
because it was close by his palace. Naboth would not sell 
it because it was an ancestral inheritance. Ahab took the 
refusal badly and returned to his home profoundly 
despondent, sharing his disappointment with Jezebel his 
wife. It might have been that Ahab did so because he 
thought his ruthless wife would find a way to get the 
vineyard for him. And so it was, with Jezebel engineering 
the death of Naboth and the appropriation of the property 
by Ahab. There is no doubt that Ahab collaborated in the 
terrible crime. He avoided coming to terms with the 
dictates of his conscience, leaving the matter to his 
unscrupulous wife (1 Kings 21). A great evil was 
perpetrated because the genuine and obvious dictates of the 
conscience were put out of sight. They were explained 
away and avoided in the secret recesses of Ahab’s heart in 
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order to get what he wanted. And how common is this 
rationalization and deliberate self-deception! The history 
of the world from the dawn of the appearance of man has 
been marked by the violation of the demands of the 
conscience, the neglect of its authority, and the avoidance 
of its objective demands on behalf of moral truth. The 
result is that evil overcomes goodness, beauty and truth. 

Cardinal Newman in his Letter to the Duke of Norfolk 
called the conscience the “aboriginal vicar of Christ”, 
meaning that in nature it is the fundamental representative 
and herald of God’s will and word. If it is truly respected 
and if the myriad of subterfuges of the conscience are kept 
in view, it will lead to God. Man has in him that which 
calls him to do what he knows to be true and right. It is 
called the conscience. Let us resolve every day to do 
whatever before God we know to be our true and objective 
duty, making sure that we take all prudent steps to know it 
— those steps which the Church, speaking in Christ’s 
name, places before us. Let us be on guard against 



2189 


explaining away, avoiding, keeping out of sight, distorting, 
let alone disobeying the dictates of a properly enlightened 
and prudent conscience. It is the natural herald of God. 
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Tuesday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; Psalm 145; 

Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said, You have heard that it was said, ‘Love 
your neighbour and hate your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that 
you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his 
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sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love 
you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans 
do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48) 

God of Love This Gospel passage may be classed 
as one of the most distinctive and characteristic of 
Christian texts. If the average person, not particularly 
religious nor especially Christian, were to be asked what 
did Jesus Christ teach, he would probably say that we are 
to love our enemies. He would think, and if he were 
among like-minded friends he might even say, that this is 
not very practical but it is a nice idea and it would certainly 
make the world a better place if it were practised. But 
there is a point that is commonly missed in this very text. 
It is that this demanding prescription — a directive that 
intends to bring to fulfilment the divine teaching given 
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through Moses that we are to love our neighbour and hate 
(only) our enemy — reveals Christ’s teaching also about 
God. We, God’s children, are to be like God who is our 
Father — and God loves his enemies. His “enemies” are 
those who choose what is bad, sinful, and in violation of 
his Law whether natural or revealed. Such persons are not 
God’s friends — they do not live in communion with him. 
But God loves them as their loving Father. This does not 
mean that they are not heading towards wrath, but this is 
because of their chosen and wilful course. God is perfect 
in his love for them and for all. By his own authority 
Christ laid down this completion and fulfilment of the 
divine Mosaic Law: “You have heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I tell 
you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven .” Our 
Lord is revealing that this is what God is like, and we, as 
his children, ought strive to be like him in the special 
character of the perfect love that is his, to love his enemies. 
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Christ gives an instance of this: “He causes his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous.” God’s ongoing work of sustaining 
the world is a constant exercise of love, including love for 
the evil and the unrighteous. The distinctive characteristic 
of God is precisely love for all — so, “Be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” It is very easy never to come 
to terms with Christ’s command to love and forgive our 
enemies and those who do us some form of harm. All our 
life we can remain unforgiving. We also can easily deform 
Christ’s teaching on God as our loving Father, regarding 
him as merely benign and benevolent, not caring about our 
sins. Thus do we transform him into One who is 
“benevolent” but not holy. 

But let us contemplate our Lord’s revelation about his 
heavenly Father, who is our Father. He loves those who do 
not love and obey him. I suspect that this may be a most 
distinctive feature of the Christian religion — setting aside 
the many other unique features of it, such as the 
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redemption from sin by the Cross, the Trinity, the gift of 
grace, the Church, and so forth. When we think of the 
myths and rites of classical, non-Christian, traditional, and 
primal religions, what deities are taught as loving those 
who ignore, disregard, disobey and even hate them? What 
deities love their enemies, and expect their devotees to do 
likewise? One of the fruits of a careful study of the 
religions of man is the respect for these religions and the 
human spirit from which they have risen. One can even 
form the legitimate opinion that various elements in them 
have come from the Divine Spirit who continues to hover 
over creation, implanting seeds of the Word in preparation 
for the Word incarnate. While the Muslim regards the 
Koran as having been written (very literally) by Allah, and 
while the Christian refuses such a view of it, there is 
nothing preventing the Christian from being convinced that 
God assisted Mahomet in, for instance, his firm stand for 
monotheism. The details are a further matter. But what of 
Christ’s revelation that God his heavenly Father, the God 
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of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, loves all, even the evil and 
the unrighteous and that we are to strive to be like him in 
this? That Allah does not love the sinner is abundantly 
clear in the Koran: ’’Allah loves not transgressors” (2:190); 
“He loves not creatures ungrateful or wicked” (2:276); 
“Say: ‘Obey Allah and His Apostle;’ but if they turn back 
Allah loves not those who reject Faith” (3:32); “Allah 
loves not those who do wrong” (3:57, 140); “Allah loves 
not the arrogant, the vainglorious” (4:36); “Say, if you love 
Allah, follow me; Allah will love and forgive you your 
sins” (3:31). The Koran appears strewn with verses such 
as these. The interested reader gets the clear impression 
that Allah is not presented as loving someone who does not 
love him, let alone an enemy of his. The first and 
fundamental thing is not Allah’s unconditional and perfect 
love, a love that requires unconditional love from his 
children to others. This is not meant as a point against 
Islam — in this feature, Islam, impressive as it is, is typical 
of the religions of man. 
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In the Torah we read that “The Lord did not set his 
love upon you, nor choose you, because you were more in 
number than any people; for you [were] the fewest of all 
people ...” (Deuteronomy 7:7). St John in his Gospel 
writes that “For God so loved the world He gave His One 
and Only Son” (3:16). In his First Letter, John writes that 
“This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (4:10), 
and again, “We love, because He first loved us” (I John 
4:19). The foundation of the universe and of all things, 
seen or unseen, is the limitless love of God for all, 
including those not in communion with him. God does not 
hate Satan — if he did, how could Satan even exist? No, 
Satan hates God, for God is simply good and holy. This 
undying and irreversible hatred of Satan for God is what 
constitutes Hell. Let us strive, with divine grace, to imitate 
God in his love. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 5:43-48) 

Repentance and Perfection Among the kings and 
queens portrayed in the Old Testament are Ahab and his 
wife Jezebel. Ahab was a scheming murderer and thief, 
hiding in cowardly fashion behind his ruthless spouse who 
did his dirty work very willingly. The prophet Elijah 
confronted him with his deeds and pronounced the 
punishment of God upon him and his wife and his House. 
It is yet another comment by the inspired text on sin. The 
all-holy God punishes man’s sins. Yet there is a further 
lesson that is also spread across the Old Testament. It is 
that God looks kindly on the repentant sinner while 
upholding his justice. What Elijah said was overpowering 
to Ahab, reducing him to devastation of spirit. He believed 
Elijah and accepted that the prophesied punishment would 
indeed come. At least on this occasion it humbled him 
before God, and his unreal and cocksure confidence at his 
ill-gotten gains broke down — at least at this moment of 
truth. The result? God looked with favour on his response. 
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“Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
‘Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before 
me? Since he has humbled himself before me, I will not 
bring the disaster in his days’.” Yet the sin would not go 
unpunished: “I will bring the disaster down on his House in 
the days of his son.” (1 Kings 21:17-29) 

We are told that “there never was anyone like Ahab 
for double dealing and for doing what is displeasing to the 
Lord, urged on by Jezebel his wife.” Yet at this point he 
repented, at least briefly. The pattern of forgiveness 
coming upon repentance is repeated right across the pages 
of Holy Scripture. It is a feature of the God of revelation. 
He is a holy God who hates sin but who will forgive the 
repentant. A person may look back on his life and see 
many disasters and much that can only be described as 
displeasing to God, with sin and neglect repeated time and 
again. But he lives still and that is the opportunity to 
repent. That he is not yet condemned is a sign of God’s 
loving patience and invitation to him to repent. In every 
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life there is much to repent of. Well, now is the favourable 
time, as St Paul writes in one of his Letters — now is the 
hour of salvation. Salvation comes with repentance and 
belief in the good news of God’s love. At the very 
beginning of our Lord’s public ministry his preaching 
consisted of a call to repent and believe the Good News. 
On rising from the dead the first great power he gave to his 
Apostles was the power to forgive sins. The Good News is 
that God forgives, provided we repent. On this basis we 
can strive for the perfection our Lord expects in today’s 
Gospel (Matthew 5:43-48). 

So then, now I begin! Let us pray for the gift and the 
grace of repentance. Our repentance ought be daily. With 
this we can be ever starting again and in humble fashion 
always looking forward to the mercy of God, God who is a 
God of blessings and kindness. It is thus that the path to 
perfection is pursued: “Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). 
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Wednesday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Psalm 111; 
Matthew 6:1-6.16-18 

Jesus said, “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of 
righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, 
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So 
when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
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trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on 
the streets, to he honoured by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you give to 
the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go 
into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, 
who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. When you fast, do not look sombre 
as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 
men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on 
your head and wash your face, so that it will not be 
obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your 
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Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. ” (Matthew 6:1-6.16-18) 

For God Alone In a television debate between 
Cardinal George Pell and Richard Dawkins (April 9, 2012), 
Dawkins at one point made a passing remark that atheists 
prefer not to be called “atheists” (because the term carries a 
note of opprobrium). That was revealing, though not 
surprising. It implied that many see in the one who 
professes atheism a moral failure — and that the atheist is 
aware of this. Conversely, it implied that many think that a 
certain moral fidelity is a requisite for attaining religious 
truth. Whether this is valid is a separate question — I note 
this here to show Dawkins’ concern for what people think. 
But there is also the danger that the profession of religion 
could become a matter of respectability. Religion or 
agnosticism can even be something of a badge of class, 
rather than a conviction of the truth. While in one political 
party (say, Labor in Australia or Democrat in the United 
States) it may not be unusual for members to profess 
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religious agnosticism or even atheism, in the opposite party 
(say, Republican in the United States or Liberal in 
Australia), this may be most unusual. That is not to 
suggest that the profession of agnosticism or religious faith 
may not be sincere. But it may not be so. The 
fundamental requisite is the presence of a sincere and 
prudent conscience. If this is operative in a person’s life, 
the atheist or agnostic may attain to the light of religious 
truth, and the religious person may be preserved from the 
mists of respectability and hypocrisy. Religion and not 
agnosticism is overwhelmingly what is characteristic of 
man and society through the ages, and for that very fact we 
are especially aware of its abuses and deformations. In 
societies, religion has generally been a public thing — for 
instance, the classical Romans thought of themselves as 
very religious, and attributed their success as a world 
power to their collective piety (pietas) in maintaining good 
relations with the gods. In this, they were supported by 
their legends. They traced their religious institutions to 
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founders, particularly Numa Pompilius, the Sabine second 
king of Rome, who negotiated with the gods. This was the 
foundation of the mos maiorum, “the way of the 
ancestors,” viewed as central to Roman identity. What I 
am saying is that religion has been the normal thing in 
history — its denial, as a general phenomenon, is recent. 
The normal question has been, how to purify and perfect 
religion. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today, in 
which our Lord is speaking of sincerity in religion 
(Matthew 6:1-6.16-18). He is not, of course, arguing 
against the relatively rare atheism or agnosticism, nor 
indeed against the much more common polytheism such as 
prevailed in the Empire. He was speaking of sincerity in 
the living of that religion which had been revealed by the 
one true God, the God of Abraham, the Patriarchs and the 
prophets — the God who was his own heavenly Father. 
The danger was respectability and hypocrisy, having a 
constant eye to what other people think. This will affect 
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the atheist, the agnostic, the vaguely religious person and 
the very religious person, for the simple reason that man is 
made to be social and to have an eye to what he sees, hears 
and feels. He is made to live in the company of his fellows 
and in the sight and sound of their approval. But of course, 
if their company and their approval is to favour his true 
wellbeing, it must serve and support the truth. It is not an 
absolute value, to be accorded the priority over all. The 
truth is what is supreme, and ultimately the truth is the 
ever-present, immanent God who sees all, even the secret 
thoughts of the heart. He requires of man a constant 
communion with him by the fulfilling of his moral law. 
This is the first and foremost thing in human life and in any 
authentic religion, but it is always in danger of being 
displaced by regard for this world and those who live in it. 
Man is always tempted to have an eye primarily to what 
others think of him, rather than to what God his Creator 
and Lord thinks of him. This was the morass into which 
many of the religious leaders of God’s chosen people had 
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mired themselves — and we have this on the word of Jesus 
Christ. It is a warning to us all, of whatever place or age. 
“Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before 
men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father in heaven.” Again, “when you 
pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be 
seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their 
reward in full.” What the religious man must do is be 
vigorous about his motivation, guard its purity, and avoid 
situations that will tempt him to alter its true purpose. That 
is to say, he must strive in sincerity to do all things for the 
glory of God. 

Our Lord puts this cardinal point in the form of a 
picture: “But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 
Shut the door, as it were, so that you are not watching for 
the approval and praise of others, and do your service of 
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God in prayer or penance or works of mercy for him alone. 
He may require that you do what you do out in the streets 
or even on the stage — and there confess your faith in him. 
But still, you must shut the door of your innermost heart, as 
it were, and do it for God who sees all. Let us resolve to 
live constantly in the presence of God, to find him in all 
that we do, and serve him alone. Yes, he will reward us! 


Second reflection: 

Spirit of God We who are baptized have received 
from Christ the gift of the Holy Spirit. There are 
impressive precedents in the Old Testament of the 
reception of this divine Gift. The story of Elijah provides 
one such. Elijah is drawing near the end of his prophetic 
career, and Elisha, his servant and successor, accompanies 
him to the end of his earthly course. Before Elijah goes he 
asks Elisha, “Make your request. What can I do for you 
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before I am taken from you?” Elisha answers, “Let me 
inherit a double share of your spirit” (2 Kings 2). The 
spirit of Elijah was the Holy Spirit, given to him for the 
worthy conduct of his prophetical calling. Elijah replied, 
“Your request is a difficult one”, and he could not 
guarantee that it would be granted. In the event it was 
granted. This final event in the life of Elijah when this 
request was granted to Elisha is a pointer to the work of the 
Messiah to come. The Messiah would be the Anointed 
one, the one who would possess the spirit of priesthood, 
prophecy and kingship to the fullest degree. He would 
pass this same Holy Spirit on to the people. In the Old 
Testament the Holy Spirit was granted to certain prophets, 
kings and priests, but this prized gift was only given to 
certain chosen ones. The request of Elisha is surely 
symbolic of the need of God’s people and of ah mankind 
for a share in the Spirit of God, and of the plea of man for 
this gift that would sustain, renew and assist him in doing 
the work and the will of God. 
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The plea was answered when the Messiah came. As 
St John the Baptist said in pointing to Christ, he would 
baptize in the Holy Spirit. As Christ was preparing to be 
taken up he, too, spoke of the gift of the Spirit. The Spirit 
would come when he had been glorified. On the morning 
he rose from the dead he told Mary Magdalene that he was 
ascending to the Father. On the evening of that very day 
he appeared to the Eleven and breathed on them the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, empowering them to share in his mission 
and to take away sins. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit was 
sent to the infant Church, enabling it to evangelize with 
effect and to bring this gift of the Spirit to each of us. In a 
sense it has been so easy for us. Elisha requested a gift of 
Elijah that was uncommon, even rare, and quite unable to 
be guaranteed. In our case this precious gift comes at a 
simple request and it comes infallibly with the sacrament 
of Baptism. And how full of power this Gift is, enabling us 
to attain holiness of life and a profound union with God! It 
is the Spirit of God himself who comes at our Baptism, and 
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then again at our Confirmation. Let us then treasure the 
gift! Elisha did not squander such a gift, but by means of it 
he fulfilled his vocation worthily and with constant 
dedication. Let us take our cue from that. We look to the 
Messiah, Christ the Lord for whom Elijah and Elisha were 
preparing long before. A new life has been granted us, a 
share in the life of God. 

Let us do all we can to bring this to fruition in 
holiness and in a daily apostolate. This is done by 
fulfilling our daily duties and sanctifying everything that 
makes up the calling which God in his providence has 
granted us. Ours may be an ordinary life, but the ordinary 
life, as the Holy Family at Nazareth teaches us, has a great 
though hidden grandeur. 
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Thursday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 13:1-11; Psalm 110; 

Matthew 6:7-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: “when you pray, do not 
keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be 
heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, 
for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
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This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one. ’ For if you forgive men when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will 
not forgive your sins. ” (Matthew 6:7-15) 

Prayer The fact that at Christ’s transfiguration in 
glory there appeared Moses and Elijah talking with him 
about his departure (Luke 9:30-31), indicates the greatness 
of Moses and Elijah. The greatness of Moses is obvious: 
he was, we might say, the founder of God’s chosen people 
as a covenanted nation. Prior to that it was a great family 
of clans held together by common ancestry and the religion 
of their forefathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Elijah’s 
greatness, though, we might miss somewhat. His very 
appearance with Christ transfigured in glory suggests his 
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iconic stature as a prophet. There are some extraordinary 
features about his figure in the Scriptures. Clearly, he 
turned around the tragic decline of revealed religion among 
the people — and there was one pivotal event in this saga 
which we shall briefly consider. There is the striking 
portrayal of his ascension — the event is introduced almost 
as if commonly accepted. “Now when the Lord was about 
to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal” (2 Kings 2:1). Then 
a little later, “Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
And Elisha saw it ...” (2:11-12). Apart from being a 
testimony of the Old Testament to the fact of an Afterlife 
in some sense with God, it shows the greatness of Elijah. 
Further, the Book of Malachi predicts his return. Having 
exhorted all to remember “the law of my servant Moses,” 
God promises to “send you Elijah the prophet before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord comes. And he will turn 
the hearts of fathers to their children” (4:4-6). The Gospel 
(Luke 1:17), and Christ in particular (Matthew 17:13), 
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declared that John the Baptist was Elijah come back. So 
Elijah was great. Now, one of the truly extraordinary 
events in the Old Testament was his confrontation with the 
prophets of Baal. We need not go through the famous 
scene. One detail may be noticed, though, which reminds 
us of the Gospel today. It is the contrast between his 
prayer and that of the prophets of Baal. The pagan 
prophets “called on the name of Baal from morning until 
noon... And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, ‘Cry 
aloud, for he is a god; either he is missing, or he has gone 
aside.’” Then, by contrast, at a simple and confident 
prayer from Elijah, “the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed 
the burnt offerings” (1 Kings 18:20-40). 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 6:7-15), our Lord said 
to his disciples: “when you pray, do not keep on babbling 
like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him.” Our Lord is not 
addressing an assembly of students of the world’s 
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religions. He is making his own point about prayer and is 
not meaning to make a summary statement about prayer in 
all the religions of man throughout the ages. I suspect that 
in making his comment about the prayer of “pagans,” he 
has in mind the occasional portrayal of pagan prayer in the 
Holy Scriptures. Perhaps he has in mind, and perhaps his 
audience immediately thought of, the scene in the life of 
Elijah in which the pagans prayed from morning to noon 
hoping to be heard by their god, Baal. Elijah mocked them 
— their god was asleep, or away, or for some other reason 
could not hear them. Their high god was very distant 
indeed, and their many words had no effect on him. Our 
Lord was by no means summarily dismissing all prayer 
addressed to God from non-believers. For instance, when 
the Centurion sent a delegation to present his prayer that 
Jesus come to heal his servant, our Lord immediately left 
to go to him. On the way he received a message saying 
that he, the Centurion, was not worthy to have him under 
his roof — just say the word, and his servant would be 
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healed. Our Lord was amazed at his religious faith, and 
told his onlookers that he had not encountered such faith in 
Israel (Matthew 8:10). That is high praise for the faith of 
the Centurion, who, though he loved the Jewish nation, is 
not portrayed as a believer in revealed religion. When the 
Canaanite woman persisted in her prayer before Christ, he 
praised her faith and answered her prayer for the exorcism 
of her daughter (Matthew 15:28). During his General 
Audience address of Wednesday, 4 May 2011, Pope 
Benedict XVI surveyed some examples of Ancient pagan 
prayer — from Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece and Rome 
and highlighted some commendable features. It is, he said, 
“an invocation which from the earth awaits a word from 
Heaven.” In the Gospel of today, our Lord was stressing 
that we ought go to God our heavenly Father, filled with 
the thought of what he has revealed to us about himself. 
He is our loving Father. We ought pray to God with 
confidence and simplicity: he knows us better than we do. 
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This is not to deny that our simple and confident prayer 
ought be persistent and constant. 

A marvellous prayer is that directed to Jesus Christ by 
the one who was closest to him. It reveals the power of 
simple prayer, the prayer of faith, the prayer of one who 
knew the One to whom she was addressing it. I refer to the 
prayer of Mary the mother of Christ at the wedding feast of 
Cana. “When the wine failed, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, ‘They have no wine’” (John 2:3). That was all she 
said, and full of confidence she directed the servants to do 
whatever he would tell them. With that a spectacular 
miracle was effortlessly effected, and the public ministry of 
Christ inaugurated. Mary is our model in prayer as in 
everything. She is our heavenly intercessor, and as the 
Queen-mother is by the side of our great High Priest who 
himself continually intercedes for us before his Father. Let 
us make effective prayer, the prayer taught by Jesus Christ, 
the soul of our life and work. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 6:7-15) 

“This is how you are to pray: ‘Our Father who art in 
heaven" 

The Lord’s Prayer There is an old saying that 
familiarity breeds contempt. Perhaps we could modify the 
harshness of that by saying that familiarity leads us to take 
for granted what we are familiar with. We take other 
persons for granted — because of our familiarity with 
them. We can take for granted the members of our own 
family and fail to observe normal courtesies, and indeed we 
can be thoughtlessly very discourteous towards them. We 
can take for granted the things of God too, and the 
blessings God has bestowed upon us. This familiarity can 
lead us to overlook the blessings these gifts of God contain. 
Take a simple example. Our Lord taught us a prayer, his 
own prayer, the only prayer he set out explicitly to teach us 
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in response to a request from his disciples. It is the Lord’s 
Prayer, the “Our Father” (Matthew 6:7-15). How we take 
this prayer for granted! I suspect that for great numbers of 
Christians, Catholics included, it is regarded unconsciously 
as but one prayer among so many with no special status in 
their lives. It is included in books of prayers, and taught to 
our children assiduously but in much the same manner as 
other prayers are taught. We need to stop, consider, and 
recover a sense of the sacredness of this special prayer. 
One way of doing this is to consider the circumstances in 
which we came to have it. It came from the Lord. 

Yes, the Lord’s Prayer, the “Our Father,” came from 
the Lord Jesus himself. The disciples, we are told 
elsewhere in the Gospel, seeing our Lord at prayer and 
probably often seeing how he prayed, approached him and 
asked him to teach them how to pray, just as John the 
Baptist taught his disciples. And so the Lord taught them 
his prayer. In our Gospel today (Matthew 6:7-15), St 
Matthew includes the Lord’s Prayer among other 
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instructions our Lord gave, suggesting that Our Lord often 
taught them this prayer perhaps with some slight variations 
which appear in the slightly divergent accounts of the 
Gospels. The point I am suggesting here, though, is that it 
ought be constantly remembered that this particular prayer 
came from the lips of the Lord Jesus himself. It came from 
God the Son. How precious it is, then! This is reflected in 
the long tradition of commentaries on the Lord’s Prayer 
offered by the Church Fathers, the great saints and 
theologians. Since it came from Jesus himself, not only 
has it great power before God, but it is a prayer to be 
prayed in a special sense in union with Jesus himself. It is 
always said publicly at Mass with the risen Jesus in our 
midst, as we approach the moment of receiving him in 
Holy Communion. It would be a very good prayer to be 
saying over and over again in union with Jesus during the 
many minutes with him following our reception of Holy 
Communion. 
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What a wonderful remote preparation for death it 
would be if during the years of life we have learnt to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer truly lovingly and profoundly, such that 
it becomes the prayer of our dying moments when we 
surrender our souls to God, together with the heartfelt 
forgiveness of others in our life which it emphasises. 

-- 
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Friday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 11:18.21-30; Psalm 33; 
Matthew 6:19-23 

Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 
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thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the 
body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full 
of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be 
full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness! (Matthew 6:19-23) 

Treasure The most famous of all arguments for 
the existence of God are the “five ways” of Aquinas 
(Summa Th., I, 2, 3). While some have argued that the 
“Fifth Way” from order (or “design”) is separate from the 
first four, which, they propose, are variations of the First 
Cause argument, I suspect they all are variations of it. It 
begins with a basic fact: we instinctively know that 
everything needs an explanation, unless it is such as to 
have in itself its own necessity (which is the case with 
God). We see that the whole universe is a vast, 
interlocking chain of things of ascending variety that are 
caused to come into existence, to mutate, to act as agents of 
change on other things, and to pass away. Each of these 
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changing, causing, transient and varied things manifestly 
has some cause producing it, and affecting its condition. 
Because all things in the universe make up a great chain of 
caused things that in turn cause other things, the whole 
requires a First and Fundamental Cause, that supports and 
explains the cauldron of change, variety, causation and 
order or design that is the universe. Without that First 
Cause, the whole would lack sufficient explanation, and we 
instinctively demand one. Now here I am not 
endeavouring to defend the classic Ways to God (or their 
variations) as a philosophical argument. I mean simply to 
note what their starting points are. It is our world of 
change. Things pass away, they alter, they crumble to dust 
in one’s hands, they are not as great or as good as the next 
thing beyond us, they act on other things which then 
occupy the scene. Now, if we are thinking aright, this 
experience of the world ought take us to God — and 
Aquinas has set this way or path out in rational lines. The 
world shows that it cannot be a lasting treasure, our final 
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home. We cannot afford to look to this scene as our final 
goal and good. Our hearts cannot rest in the scene before 
us. Its radical transience and changeability prompt us, if 
we are thinking carefully, to look beyond this world for our 
true treasure. All of this our Lord sums up in simple and 
deft strokes: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19-23). We 
should store up treasure that will endure. 

The treasure, of course, is communion with the 
infinite, eternal God, the One who cannot alter in his 
Being. He cannot pass away, or become something else. 
He cannot be exceeded in quality of being by anything 
else. He is not structured by another. He simply is, and the 
religious instinct of man suggests to him that his best path 
in life is to live in communion with this heavenly Treasure. 
This is the foundation of life, and St Ignatius Loyola 
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expressed it as just this. It is the fundamental consideration 
— he called it the “principle and foundation.” Man is 
created, he wrote in his landmark manual of Spiritual 
Exercises, to praise, reverence and serve God, and by 
means of this to save his soul. The penny catechism put it 
this way: God made us to know, love and serve him here 
on earth so as to see and enjoy him forever in heaven. That 
is the intended treasure for man — intended for him by 
God. Loyola takes the point a crucial step further in his 
account of this foundation. Those things that make up the 
world are placed before man in order to enable him to 
attain his proper end, which is the praise and service of 
God. That is to say, they are intended to help him rest in 
God as his true treasure. Accordingly, he must in the last 
analysis be “indifferent” to the things of this world in the 
sense that his heart must be always primarily attached to 
God. Inasmuch as he is strongly inclined to set his 
affections on the things he sees and to forget what he 
cannot see, he must actively guard himself against undue 
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and inappropriate attachment to the things of this world. 
He must strive for this inner detachment, in the sense that 
he must endeavour to ensure that his true treasure amid his 
work and involvement with the things of this world, is the 
Lord God and his holy will. It is in this that the drama of 
human life consists. Those with the greatest powers of 
perception can fall away from the true treasure of man 
which is God. Perhaps the classic case of this is the iconic 
example of the wise person in the Bible — King Solomon. 
He asked for and obtained from God the gift of wisdom (1 
Kings 3:12). But he allowed attachments to this world to 
ensnare him, and he fell. The result was that when he was 
old “his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as 
was the heart of David his father.” He lost his true treasure 
which was communion with God (1 Kings 11:1-9). 

We must understand where our true treasure lies. 
This requires not just intelligence but wisdom, because a 
very intelligent person can lack wisdom, the wisdom of 
knowing what are the real goods in life and the true goals. 
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To know our intended treasure, we must look to Jesus 
Christ who is the Light of the world, that Light that is the 
Life of man. The one who does not accept the Light that 
comes from Jesus Christ will be walking in the darkness. 
His eye will be diseased. As our Lord says, “The eye is the 
lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body 
will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole 
body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness!” (Matthew 6:19-23). 
Let us take our stand with Christ, then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 6:19-23) 

“// then, the light inside you is darkness, what 
darkness that will be!” 

True sight In our Gospel today, our Lord refers to 
our spiritual perception being diseased, and as a result, 
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darkness reigning within. There are various portrayals in 
the Old Testament of the infidelity of God’s chosen people. 
For instance, in the Second Book of Kings we read that the 
queen mother Athaliah learned that her son was dead and 
“promptly did away with all those of royal stock”. It was a 
terrible massacre of almost all in the royal line, and she 
promptly assumed the throne. The worship of Baal was 
allowed. But due to the quick thinking of Jehosheba who 
had spirited away one of the royal children, together with 
the careful planning and decisive action of Jehoiada the 
priest, the situation was turned around (2 Kings 11:1-4.9- 
18.20). The picture we get here is of stark contrasts within 
the life of God’s people at this stage of its history. There 
was infidelity right up to the throne. By contrast, there was 
fidelity in the priesthood and among many of the children 
of Israel. It was an episode that represents so much of 
human life and society, and the great struggle between 
good and evil. On the one hand there were those who 
thought only of this world’s goods. On the other, those 
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who thought of God and his will. In that picture we are 
presented with the choice facing Everyman: it is to do 
good, or to do evil. It is to love and obey God, or to 
disregard him and to sin. 

In today’s Gospel passage (Matthew 6:19-23), our 
Lord puts before us a simple choice, that between storing 
up riches and benefits for ourselves here on earth, or 
storing up riches and benefits in heaven. When one thinks 
of it, it is profoundly curious that so many do not look 
ahead to what is to come. So many of us think simply of 
this life, and yet ordinary human experience makes it 
abundantly clear that this life passes so very quickly. A 
few short years and it is all gone, and what then? What 
greater foolishness could there be than simply to store up 
treasures for ourselves in this life, even if we are not filled 
with the thought of the next. The testimony of Christ and 
the Church is that all of us will meet Death, God’s 
Judgment and then either heaven or hell. Even if a person 
is not entirely convinced of this, ordinary prudence would 
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suggest to him that he take its probability into account and 
prepare for eternity. It is simply very foolish not to store 
up treasures in heaven, because we are talking about an 
eternity. Where does such foolishness come from? In our 
Gospel passage today our Lord intimates for us the answer. 
Our sight is diseased. “But if your eye is diseased, your 
whole body will be all darkness. If then, the light inside 
you is darkness, what darkness will that be!” We must ask 
God to preserve us in his grace so that we can see with 
clear vision what is truly the best, together with the 
constant desire to live according to it. 

Let us keep steadfastly before us, day by day, our true 
homeland and let us shape our whole life by it. Life is 
short, eternity long. 
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Saturday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Psalm 33; 

Matthew 6, 24-34 

Jesus said to his disciples: “No-one can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and Mamon. Therefore I tell you, 
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do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more important than 
clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 
And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of 
the field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you 
that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like 
one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the 
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
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tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:24-34) 

Revelation There are a couple of things which 
immediately come to mind in relation to our Lord’s words 
in today’s Gospel — the point being expressed in the last 
line: “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:24-34). Our Lord means 
that we are not to “worry” about such things, as persons 
would who do not know the true God — like “the 
Gentiles.” God is our loving Father, and “your heavenly 
father knows you need all these things” (Matthew 6:32). 
Rather, we are to concern ourselves with God’s rule. 
Coming from our Lord, this is a divine directive, a 
revelation. But let us remember that just because it is the 
word of Jesus Christ does not mean that it is inaccessible to 
human reason alone. In many cases, Christ’s word and 
teaching is indeed inaccessible to human reason alone. 
One obvious instance of this was when he declared the 
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doctrine of the Holy Eucharist at the synagogue of 
Caphamaum, that his flesh would be real food, and that it 
would give life to the world. He lost many of his disciples 
over this (John 6). But in many other cases of his teaching, 
while it does not depend on human reason, it certainly 
commends itself to human reason and is accessible to it. In 
the particular case of our Lord’s words regarding anxiety 
over how to meet our temporal needs, this can be seen to a 
point even by those who do not know nor accept a loving 
Creator. Nearly half a millennium before Jesus Christ, in 
what may have been (what is now) Nepal, Siddhartha 
Gautama was born, grew up and set out on a search for 
freedom from the curse of suffering. He discovered his 
“Four Noble Truths,” which are the heart of Buddhist 
teaching. Through mastery of these truths, a state of 
supreme liberation, or Nirvana, was — he thought — 
attainable. This is the perfect peace of a mind free from 
ignorance, greed, hatred and other afflictive states, or 
“defilements.” I remember the Dalai Lama of our time 
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declaring that Christ is an instance of the Buddha — an 
enlightened one. The Buddhist too seeks freedom from all 
worry or anxiety about tomorrow, and yet he, typically, 
does not accept a loving Creator. Buddhist teaching is 
decidedly not the same as that of the Redeemer, but 
elements of it are like the teaching of Jesus Christ. What I 
am saying is that elements of what Christ taught are to be 
found in what God has revealed naturally, in nature, and 
are accessible to the light of the natural reason. 

God reveals his will for man in Nature and also in 
special interventions that are above or beyond Nature. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Light of the world, 
taught things that were utterly above and beyond Nature, 
such as the unexpected mystery of the one and triune God 
— triune in Persons, though one in Being. He also taught 
things that were revealed by or accessible to a point in 
creation and therefore accessible to reason, to a degree. He 
is the very fount of all saving Light, that Light which is the 
life of man. It ought not surprise us to observe — and it 
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ought lead us to rejoice in the fact — that many things 
which Christ taught were apprehended, to a point, by “the 
Gentiles” to whom our Lord refers in today’s text. These 
human and natural attainments may be said to have been 
“seeds” of the Word and evidence of the activity of the 
Divine Spirit bringing fallen man to a greater proximity to 
God. They enable the nations to await the coming of the 
Word incarnate with greater readiness. In each generation, 
this important consideration leads the Christian to expect 
that in his discreet but constant witness to Christ in 
everyday life, there will be among his fellows a certain 
openness to the truth of Jesus Christ. Nature awaits him 
ahead, and the Divine Spirit, the Breath of God (Genesis 
1:2), has been hovering over the waters before him. There 
is a further consideration. It must be understood that this 
same Divine Spirit leads those who listen to Christ’s word 
in faith to take up that word and live it in different ways 
approved by the Church. One person, hearing that we are 
not to worry about tomorrow but are to seek first the 
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kingdom of God and his justice, will with the aid of grace, 
radically forgo material possessions and live utterly on 
alms while serving the poor. In fact, many may join him in 
this, while seeking and perhaps obtaining the sanction of 
the Church. Others will not take such steps in relation to 
their material possessions, but will still seek and attain an 
inner poverty of spirit as well as a foremost concern for 
God’s rule. So it is that we have on the one hand a St 
Francis of Assisi, and on the other a St Thomas More. 
Each follows the teaching of Jesus Christ, but, led by the 
Divine Spirit, they do it in different ways. A common 
characteristic of authentic examples such as these is their 
docility to Christ’s Church. 

Let us base our lives on that Revelation granted by 
Jesus Christ, the Light which is the life of every man. fie, 
the Word of God has come into the world and has made his 
dwelling among us. Where is he? ffe abides in his body 
the Church, of which he is the ffead. Let us live within the 
Church’s life, knowing that that life is suffused by the 
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grace of Christ coming to us in the Sacraments and in the 
Word preached, taught and proclaimed by the Church. As 
Christ said, the man who hears his word and acts on it is 
like the prudent man who builds his house on rock. 
Whereas the one who hears and does not put it into practice 
is like the foolish man who builds on sand. It will crash. 
With Jesus Christ, then! 


Vb»©«dv 
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Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 38:1.8-11; Psalm 107: 23-26, 28-31; 
2 Corinthians 5:14-17; Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, Jesus said to his 
disciples, Let us go over to the other side. Leaving the 
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crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the 
boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious 
squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that 
it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on 
a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
Teacher, don't you care if we drown? He got up, rebuked 
the wind and said to the waves, Quiet! Be still! Then the 
wind died down and it was completely calm. He said to his 
disciples, Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no 
faith? They were terrified and asked each other, Who is 
this? Even the wind and the waves obey him! (Mark 4:35- 
41) 


All our Strength Today’s Gospel account of the 
disciples’ terror when caught up in the storm reminds us 
that there are many situations in life which cause powerful 
reactions within us. A wife or mother loses her spouse or 
child, causing a profound emotional reaction that lasts for 
years to come. A person has some physical condition that 
causes concern and the results of the test are bad, or 
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perhaps they are very good. The reaction to the result 
either way is deeply felt. We are all aware of what we 
might call our passions, our deeper or stronger feelings. 
Story after story in the literatures of the world, be they in 
poems, drama or novels, speak of the passionate friendship 
between man and woman, a friendship at times good and 
even holy, at times evil and sinful. One’s work in life and 
all that touches on it can involve deep feelings, passionate 
emotions. It could be a work of scientific discovery, or 
developing a business, or designing a work of architecture, 
or educating one’s children, or making peace between 
parties in conflict, or political action. Or again, think of the 
feelings a person has when his work is stolen by someone 
and that thief gets the credit. God has given us deep and at 
times powerful feelings. Now, the fundamental factor in 
these feelings is where our heart lies, which is to say what 
or who we really love. If one profoundly loves and desires 
something or someone, one’s emotions will be part and 
parcel of that love, just as they will be of any hate. 



2244 


Emotions and feelings are part and parcel of the heart of 
man, and he is called to give his whole heart to God and to 
all that is good. Fear or anger will be the response to the 
prospect of losing what one loves. I remember years ago a 
young child who refused to go to the local Catholic School 
because he feared what his companions of his own age in 
the street where he lived would think and say to him. Fear 
was a powerful feeling in him. Again, it could be a World 
Cup game - the reactions to World Cup games are 
passionate. These passionate feelings we have are part of 
our human psyche and we must gain a Christian 
understanding of them and, in that light, integrate them into 
our Christian life. 

Our Gospel passage (Mark 4:35-41) prompts us to 
consider this matter, because the disciples found 
themselves in a situation which aroused in them profound 
emotions. They were out in the middle of the Sea of 
Galilee and were terrified at the storm which seemed about 
to engulf them. Jesus was in their midst, but sound asleep. 
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Let us regard the storm itself as not only the cause but also 
a great symbol of the emotional storm that was going on 
within their minds and hearts. But there was another 
element in our scene that is full of symbolism too. They 
were not alone in the storm, for Jesus was there in their 
midst, silent and asleep yet fully in command. Jesus is the 
reference point for all that deeply moves us. God created 
us to know and love what is good, above all the supreme 
good which is himself. JJe wants us to love himself and all 
that is good, ardently and passionately. That is why he 
gave us what are called our passions. Of themselves they 
are neither good nor evil. They provide strength to our 
choices and totality to our response. The important thing is 
our deliberate choice, what we deliberately desire or 
consent to — which is to say, where our heart will thus lie. 
Our passions and emotions are meant to be ordered by right 
judgment, and thus ordered, are to give vitality and power 
to our choice and desire for God and all that God wants. 
When our Lord said that the first commandment is to love 
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God with all our mind, heart, soul and strength, he was 
including in the word “strength” (though not exclusively), 
our passions and emotions. He wants us to love God with 
all our being. What we are talking about is the human 
heart knowing and loving with all its various powers. The 
model for the human heart is the heart of Christ. We 
should aim to put on the mind of Christ and, by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, to live in him and to be more and more 
like him at the level of the heart. God’s plan is that by 
being devoted to the heart of Christ, which is to say to the 
mind and heart and soul and entire inner Person of Christ, 
we will, by God’s grace, come to be like him at that 
deepest level. Just as Christ our Lord was in his entire 
inner life wholly surrendered to the will of his heavenly 
Father with all his mind, heart and strength, so ought this 
be our ideal. It is God’s ideal for us, and if we work 
perseveringly at it, by his grace it will be. 

Let us guard our emotions and direct them to the love 
of God and the fulfilment of his will, denying them any 
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satisfaction that involves drawing us into sin. Let us 
always remember that whatever be the storm, Christ with 
all his divine power is nearby awaiting our faith and our 
love. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

no.1762-1770 (The Morality of the Passions) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people. Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 12:1-9; Psalm 33:12-13, 18-20 
and 22; Matthew 7:1-5 

Jesus said, Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
For in the same way as you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you. Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 
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brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own 
eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the 
speck out of your eye, ’ when all the time there is a plank in 
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye. (Matthew 7:1-5) 

Condemnation A dominant concern of British 
philosophy over the past few centuries has been 
epistemology — the ability to know reality. There have 
been many philosophers who have thought that our 
instinctive conviction that we can and do know objective 
reality is unproven and a delusion. This concern for 
knowledge has had a long history indeed. Protagoras (490 
BC - 420 BC) coined his famous sceptical dictum, “Man 
(i.e., and not what is objective) is the measure of all 
things.” The Sophists questioned the possibility of 
certitude, while Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, who 
opposed them, defended it. Famously, the Middle 
Academy were sceptical of the power to reach certitude, 
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and St Augustine argued against them. Aspects of the 
question were dealt with by the Medieval scholastics 
(especially the objectivity of universal statements and 
concepts). But the issue of knowing objective reality has 
become critical in the modern era since the Protestant 
Reformation and the Enlightenment. While Descartes 
began with his methodical doubt and found his solution in 
his maxim, I think, therefore, I am, it was John Locke who, 
in his Essay concerning Human Understanding, provided 
the most influential launch-pad for the problem in modern 
Anglo-Saxon thought. He wrote that “it came to my 
thoughts that ... it was necessary to examine our own 
abilities, and to see what objects our understandings were, 
or were not fitted to deal with” (“Epistle to the Reader”). 
Locke’s purpose is to discover “the certainty, evidence and 
extent” of human knowledge (I, i, 3). In the process and 
without intending it, he set a course that prepared the path 
for pronounced sceptics such as Berkeley and Hume — 
and the matter was taken up in earnest by Kant. Aspects of 
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this — as bearing on the acceptance of Revealed Religion 
— were dealt with by John Henry Newman in his 
Grammar of Assent. Today the question of the power of 
the mind to know objective truth stands at the forefront of 
philosophy. The upshot of it all is that one of the great 
problems of our day involving even the ordinary man, the 
non-philosopher, is the vague assumption that there is no 
objective truth about things, and that knowledge is 
ultimately subjective. All is relative to the subject: your 
judgment is just your “opinion.” Pope Benedict XVI in 
various of his writings called the situation of the modern 
day a “dictatorship of relativism.” 

The “relativism” that Benedict XVI refers to is 
especially in respect to moral and religious truth. It is 
deemed that there is no objective truth in such personal 
matters. All of this brings us to our Gospel today 
(Matthew 7:1-5), in which our Lord tells us, “Do not judge, 
or you too will be judged. For in the same way as you 
judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you 
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use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the 
speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention 
to the plank in your own eye?” Our contemporary 
assumptions on the necessary subjectivity of knowledge 
lead us to interpret our Lord’s words as meaning that one 
cannot and should not judge on the rightness of what 
another is doing. A person has an abortion (say, because of 
terrible personal circumstances), or is engaged in 
homosexual activity — well, who are you to judge the 
objective rightness of what that person is doing? You are 
just giving expression to your personal preferences and 
convictions. What are we to say of this? To begin with, 
this retort is usually made only in respect to certain areas of 
human conduct and certainly not to others. It is readily 
made in reference to sexual behaviour, but even so only to 
certain areas of sexual behaviour. The sexual abuse of a 
minor is, fortunately, accepted as absolutely and 
objectively wrong. Child pornography is taken to be an 
objective moral evil and worthy of severe civil sanctions. 
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This is not to speak of other realms of social morality such 
as robbery, peddling drugs, injuring others — indicating 
the inconsistency of the relativism which governs much of 
Western culture and thought. It is, though, a powerful 
mind-set which interprets Christ’s word wrongly. Christ 
did not mean that the moral rightness or wrongness of 
human actions cannot be known with absolute certainty. 
We can and must judge on what courses of human action 
are objectively right and wrong, which includes what we 
and others are doing. But we cannot judge on the state of a 
person’s inner guilt, how that person stands before the 
Divine Judge, and what are that person’s eternal prospects 
— we cannot judge in the sense of issuing a 
“condemnation.” We cannot “judge” as if we are the 
Divine Judge. Christ was once confronted with the woman 
caught in adultery and asked what was to be done about her 
in view of the Mosaic law. He dispersed the woman’s 
accusers and said to her: “Neither will I condemn you — 
go now, and sin no more ”(John 8:11). 
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Christ judged her sin as wrong, but did not 
“condemn” her, because, clearly, of her repentance which 
the leaders had not seen. We must not “judge” as they had. 
But let us be very clear about what the natural law dictates, 
as apprehended by right reason and the prudent conscience, 
and about what God has revealed especially by the mouth 
of his incarnate Son, Jesus Christ. There is no doubting 
this, and it is the basis of objective and certain judgment on 
moral actions. But we must not “judge” the subjective 
guilt of a person’s heart before God, nor presume to 
assume what will be the Divine Judgment on him, nor state 
in the presence of others any such condemnation. Our 
hearts must be full of charity and committed to that 
person’s service and salvation. This is why one of the 
greatest needs of our day, precisely because of the 
“dictatorship of relativism”, is fraternal correction and the 
reclaiming of individuals and society to the objective truth 
revealed by God. 
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Second reflection: 

Disasters We know from divine Revelation, of 
course, that there is a God who is love and that he is the 
Lord and Sustainer of all that exists. All things occur 
within the framework of his almighty providence. But so 
very much occurs that seems to be contrary to what one 
would expect a God of power and love to allow. Where 
was this God when the Jewish Holocaust of World War II 
was happening? Consider what is now referred to as 9/11, 
the loss of life in the terrorist attack on the Twin Towers in 
the United States on 11 September 2001. Where was God, 
and why did he permit it? We have no idea why he 
permitted it. However, Scripture does give us revealed 
instances of God’s judgment on history and on why he 
allowed disaster to fall even on those he had chosen in a 
special way. In the second book of Kings the inspired 
author tells us of the invasion of Israel by Shalmaneser 
king of Assyria. He eventually captured Samaria and 
deported the Israelites to Assyria. It was a tremendous 
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disaster, and the author tells us that “there was none left but 
the tribe of Judah only.” To what a pass things had come 
since the days of King David! Had we been there, we 
might have asked, where was God when this happened? 
Why did he permit it? The author tells us: it was “because 
the Israelites had sinned against the Lord their God... They 
worshipped other gods, they followed the practices of the 
nations... They despised his laws...” (2 Kings 17:7-15) 

This explanation of why these particular events 
happened is revealed by God in Holy Writ. There are other 
historical disasters that are commented on in the pages of 
Scripture too. For instance, Christ foretold the destruction 
of Jerusalem and said it was because the people had not 
accepted the day of salvation. However, in respect to the 
numerous other disasters that have come upon man both 
collectively in society and in his personal life, we do not 
have the benefit of God’s word. We can ponder on what 
Scripture suggests, though, when thinking of the visitation 
on man of reversals and disaster. Scripture suggests that 
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there is no single answer. One possibility is that when 
something happens to us involving suffering, it may have 
been permitted by God as a merciful warning to repent of 
our sins. On one occasion our Lord was asked if those who 
had recently been killed suffered this mishap because they 
were greater sinners than others. Our Lord said no, but that 
unless people repented they too would perish. Or again, on 
another occasion our Lord was asked if a man born blind 
had this affliction because of his own sins or those of his 
parents. Our Lord said he was bom blind in order that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. The general 
point that emerges is that God allows this or that disaster or 
affliction for a variety of reasons, and that whatever is 
allowed has its place in his plan. The ultimate end of the 
action of God in history and in our own lives is his glory, 
and our happiness is to be found in that. 

The greatest “disaster” was the putting to death of the 
Son of God made man. In moral terms this was an outrage 
of epic and indeed cosmic proportions. No one was as 
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innocent as he, and no one has suffered as he suffered 
because he was expiating for the sins of the entire world. 
The scale of suffering he endured was therefore 
incalculable, unimaginable. Let us ask our original 
question: where was God while this was happening? It has 
been revealed that God was permitting the destruction of 
the all-holy Jesus for the divine glory and for the salvation 
and happiness of man. It was the greatest act of mercy in 
all time. By it the sins of the world were atoned and the 
gates of heaven were opened. In terms of outcome, his 
sufferings were the most positive thing that ever happened. 
Further, it has meant that in him all human suffering is 
transformed. That is to say, in any suffering that comes our 
way, the grand key is to follow in the footsteps of Jesus 
and to unite ourselves to him. In that way the mystery of 
suffering will produce abundant fruit. 
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Tuesday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 13:2,5-18; Psalm 15:2-3a, 3bc- 
4ab, 5; Matthew 7:6.12-14 

Jesus said, Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not 
throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample 
them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 
So in everything, do to others what you would have them 
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do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 
Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it. (Matthew 7: 6.12-14) 

Do Unto Others The origins of many kingdoms 
and civilizations are shrouded in obscurity. At times a 
mixture of legend, myth, memory, some written records 
and lore is what we have for a people’s account of their 
origins. For instance, there is the account of the escape 
from the burning Troy and the tiny beginnings of the 
survivors on the Italian peninsular. In the fullness of time 
there was (the reputed) Romulus and Remus — and so we 
have the fitful rise of the great city of Rome. In general, 
what is it a story of? Among many things, it is a story of 
the extension of the power of this city over other cities, 
regions and civilizations. In this, Rome was remarkably 
successful. Before Rome, there was Greece with its story 
of contestation, out of which arose Alexander and his 



2261 


exploits — they were exploits of power over others and the 
associated benefits, cruelties and tragedies. Following 
Alexander there was more. All this illustrates that the story 
of man has in large measure been a story of, as they say, 
“dog eat dog.” Man needs to live with his fellows. He is 
essentially social, however varied be the manner in which 
the social dimension of man’s life is played out. Yes, he 
wants and needs to live with others, but he beats and 
injures them, and they beat and injure him too. Indeed, at 
times it looks as if he will be beaten by others if he does 
not get in first and beat them. As a matter of fact, much of 
the life of man seems to be patterned on that of the 
animals. In that kingdom, the “law of the jungle” prevails, 
in which what matters is not right but might. In the animal 
kingdom, there is no such thing, of course, as “the 
conscience.” What is morally right and good is not and 
cannot be an issue, for there is no power of intellect to 
perceive it. The tragedy of the human story, right back to 
the inspired account of Cain and Abel, is that, despite the 
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conscience, it is, to a fair extent, a matter of “dog eat dog.” 
Man is gifted with the remarkable power of free choice, 
something absent from the animal kingdom which is ruled 
by instinct. But this human power of freedom is plainly 
prone to be used not to recognize the equal dignity of the 
other, but to dominate and subject him to oneself. One of 
the great achievements of human society, arising from the 
experience of mindless cruelty and the lust for power over 
others, is the gradual rise of law and its sanctions, 
governing high and low. 

Man is able to see by the light of his natural reason 
and conscience that he should treat his fellows as he would 
want to be treated himself. But so very often he does not 
see this, and even if he sees it he has plenty of motives for 
ignoring the perception. Women have been oppressed and 
others enslaved in societies where the most eminent 
intellects the world has seen were present, teaching and 
writing. In the modern era enormous numbers of unborn 
children are destroyed because, basically, they are 
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inconvenient and a perceived burden. This is defended by 
eminent philosophers who even go a step further and 
pronounce for the infanticide of those just born who will 
not have the quality of life they regard as a human 
requisite. Man is able to see that others ought be treated 
with genuine and equal dignity, but often he does not see 
this, nor want to see it, and even if he does see it he often 
rejects the idea in terms of his own action. He chooses to 
do otherwise. Into all this confusion has come the light of 
God, his divine revelation. God spoke to Abraham, to 
Isaac and to Jacob. He spoke to Moses, and to Moses he 
gave his Law, and we have the elucidation of this divine 
Law in the Torah — the first five Books of the Scriptures, 
the “Books of Moses.” That divine Law governed the 
actions and attitudes of the chosen people towards their 
God and towards one another — it included many 
directives peculiar to a particular era and place. But 
fortunately we have an overall summary of the divine Law 
on the relations that must prevail between man and man, 
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and this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 7: 6.12- 
14). “So in everything, do to others what you would have 
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 
Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.” Now, the point here is 
that the key to our understanding of this authoritative light 
from Christ on divine revelation is the Person and life of 
the One who has given it. It is Jesus Christ himself who 
shows the way in what we ought do to others. He is our 
exemplar and rule. 

When our Lord finished washing the feet of his 
disciples at the Last Supper, he said to them: “Do you 
know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I, then, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought wash 
one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that 
you should do as I have done to you. Truly, truly I say to 
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you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is he who 
is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these 
things, blessed are you if you do them” (John 13:12-17). 
Let us do it, then! 


Second reflection: 

Prayer There is in the Old Testament an account of 
Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet. Sennacherib the 
king of Assyria was at the door of the holy city with his 
vast army. He knew that Hezekiah was placing his trust in 
Yahweh his God and that this was the engine of his 
resistance. He sent his message ridiculing this religious 
hope because, he asserted, “you have learnt by now what 
the kings of Assyria have done to every country, putting 
them all under the ban. Are you likely to be spared?” It 
was an insult to the power of Israel’s God and to the 
religion revealed by him. There was no doubt that all the 
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odds appeared stacked against the city and that humanly it 
looked hopeless. Hezekiah placed the letter from 
Sennacherib before the Lord and asked him to save them 
from the hand of the Assyrians. It was a prayer of pure 
faith and an appeal to the fidelity and the power of God. 
The answer came through the prophet Isaiah, assuring 
Hezekiah that God would protect the city. And so it was. 
The angel went forth and the Assyrians were sent packing 
and devastated (2 Kings 19). 

God is all-powerful and ever-faithful. Our prayers 
will be heard. But this does not mean that the power of 
prayer and the faithfulness of Almighty God will be 
manifested in the same way as it was with Hezekiah. Time 
and again in the history of nations and individuals, good 
people carefully prepare for good causes and accompany 
them with constant prayer, and yet they are allowed by 
God to fail in their intended course. There are other needs 
and good causes, also accompanied with constant prayer, 
which succeed. One could point to many specific instances 
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of this mystery. Where is God when the failures and 
disasters occur? The ways of the Lord are inscrutable and 
life is complex. What the instances in Scripture reveal to 
us is that whatever be the course of events, God is the one 
and only true God, and that if we trust him and appeal to 
him and endeavour to do his will, he will save. What this 
will mean in the concrete we cannot say. We are reminded 
of St Thomas More who, while awaiting his trial in gaol, 
wrote that even if he were to lose his head he would come 
to no harm. As the psalmist writes, though I pass through 
the valley of darkness I fear no evil. 

Let us resolve to place our faith in God absolutely. In 
this way we shall be following in the footsteps of the 
Master who trusted in his heavenly Father right to the end 
— and he did go to the end. Then came the resurrection 
and the glory, and with this, the redemption of the world. 
Whatever be the temptations against faith in the face of the 
circumstances of life, let us repeat that prayer of the person 
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appealing to Jesus to heal his son: “Lord I do believe. Help 
my unbelief.” 
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Wednesday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 105:1-2, 
3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Matthew 7:15-20 

Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
By their fruit you will recognise them. Do people pick 
grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise 
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every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 
cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their 
fruit you will recognise them. (Matthew 7:15-20) 

False Prophets It is remarkable how powerful and 
extensive Western culture and values have been. To give 
but one instance of this, while Communism in Russia is 
crumbling, it is at this point by no means a spent force 
among the ruling clique — the Party — in China. It is to 
be seen how dominant China will be, but the Communism 
that has shaped its modern history is not indigenous to it. 
Its basic idea arose from the West — from the ruminations 
of Hegel, Marx, Engels and their agnostic and atheistic like 
in nineteenth-century Germany (and England). I mention 
this simply to highlight the influence of Western 
philosophical assumptions. Now, in contemporary 
Western culture, there is a stubborn dislike for claims of 
possessing “the truth” in matters of religion and morals, 
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and a corresponding dislike for judging others to be in 
religious or moral error. This is natural to any age, but it is 
pronounced today because of a philosophical scepticism as 
to the power of the mind to apprehend objective truth, 
especially religious and moral truth. This is one reason for 
the revulsion by some towards Islam — Islam expresses no 
doubt about its own possession of religious truth and its 
judgment on the errors of non-believers. There are, of 
course, numerous problems about Islam for the non- 
Muslim. There is its seeming lack of appreciation for the 
value of individual freedom, for the rights of the individual 
conscience, and for many other matters — quite apart from 
the question of the very truth of its system. But what Islam 
has not done is to fall into the serious philosophical morass 
of scepticism as to truth, and in particular religious and 
moral truth. In the West, in the view of very many there 
can be no making of mistakes in religious and moral truth 
because ultimately it is a matter of personal “opinion” — 
or, rather, preference. You are being objectionable if you 
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insistently state that this or that person is objectively wrong 
in his religious and moral “opinions.” This dislike is 
especially directed towards the Christian position that has 
formed much of the West and of Europe. The Catholicism 
that has been the soul of Europe is thus the object of odium 
and suspicion because of its “dogmatism”. Of course, all 
of this leaves Western civilization open to and defenceless 
before philosophical and religious attempts at conquest by 
those who have no doubt about the truth — such as Islam. 

To repeat, the Western mind-set is suspicious and 
distasteful of any assertions of error in matters of religion 
and morals. A strong voice that declares and objects to 
what it deems to be immoral (such as homosexual activity) 
is met with the accusation of being arrogant, prejudiced, 
intolerant, lacking respect for human dignity and rights, 
and being grossly undemocratic in spirit. That is to say, it 
is considered to be very opposed to the spirit of modern 
Western culture — and that mere fact is its condemnation. 
That is, there is no such thing as a prophet of the truth, nor, 
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therefore, of false prophets. This brings us to our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 7:15-20), in which Jesus Christ 
solemnly warns his hearers precisely against “false 
prophets.” Christ’s teaching means that there is a truth, 
and that there can arise those who claim to have the truth 
— indeed from God — and who are “false” in these 
claims. There is, then, a black and a white in this matter. 
Further, our Lord says, you have the ability to tell one from 
the other beyond their immediate appearances (i.e., their 
“sheep’s clothing”) by observing their results, “their 
fruits.” “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you 
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
By their fruit you will recognise them. Do people pick 
grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise 
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 
cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their 
fruit you will recognise them.” Our Lord is speaking from 
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a prophetic tradition, of course, in which there was a long 
history of false prophets and warnings by true prophets 
against them. Two obvious fruits indicated a false prophet. 
There was his departure from what God had revealed. We 
read in the Book of Deuteronomy the warning that “if a 
prophet arises among you ... and if he says, let us go after 
other gods ... you shall not listen to the words of that 
prophet” (13:1-3). In the new dispensation, the false 
prophet leads away from Christ and his teaching, and the 
teaching of his body the Church, which represents him in 
each age. There is also what flows from the false prophet’s 
teaching (that is, its fruits) and its manifest departure from 
what Christ taught and established for the ages to come. 
Time and again in the Church’s history its fruits have been 
divisions, schisms, and error. The warning of Jesus Christ, 
despite the instinctive dislike of “truth and error” in our 
day, is perennially relevant and timely. 

The point is this, that it is a matter of life and death — 
eternal life and death, that is. Our Lord said to his disciples 
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in leaving them with his solemn charge to preach the 
Gospel to all the nations, that the one who believes will be 
saved, and the one who refuses to believe will be 
condemned (Mark 16:16). It is a serious business if “false 
prophets” appear, and many have appeared. Truth and 
error is not just a matter of intellectual curiosity. It is a 
matter of either eventually getting the goods — eternal 
goods — or of eventually being cast out into the darkness 
where for ever and ever there will be no goods at all. Let 
us take our stand with the true Prophet himself, the One 
foretold by Moses — Jesus Christ, about whom the Father 
said on the Mountain, “This is my Son, the Beloved. 
Listen to him.” 


Second reflection: (Matthew 7:15-20) 

“Beware of false prophets .... You will be able to tell 


them by their fruits. ” 
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False Prophets There are several warnings in the 
Old Testament against false prophets. In the New 
Testament our Lord warns against them, and we have an 
instance of this warning in today’s Gospel (Matthew 7:15- 
20). St Paul speaks at various times of false teachers who 
will deceive Christ’s flock. It is obviously part of revealed 
teaching that some will come claiming to speak the truth of 
God but who will do so falsely. They will be convincing, 
impressive, and perhaps (blindly) sincere, but nevertheless 
still false. This is what Christ’s disciples must expect, and 
in fact this has happened time and again in the Church’s 
history. What is to be the criterion by which to measure a 
false from a true prophet? Our Lord tells us emphatically 
in our passage today that we shall be able to tell them by 
their fruits. Let us consider the fruits. These will be shown 
in both doctrine and in their way of life. The doctrine of a 
true prophet will harmonize with what the Church teaches, 
and his way of life will harmonize with what the Church 
sets forth as a true Christian life. The basic priority will be 
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the truth of his doctrine because it is his teaching which 
will be the immediate and pressing issue. All this is to say 
that the true prophet thinks in union with the Church. 

Many years ago a visiting priest from overseas 
captured great attention in the Church in Australia. His 
teaching was striking and accompanied with what appeared 
to be miracles. In what he said during a retreat which he 
gave to a considerable number of priests, I noticed some 
departures from the doctrinal emphasis the Church gives in 
her teaching. A year later I read that back in the United 
States he left the priesthood (though he finally returned to 
the Church in good standing). As we look back over the 
history of the Church one of the most notable and recurring 
problems has been that of true and false prophets. Almost 
every age has had its problems of false teaching, with the 
Church compelled to point this out and to take disciplinary 
action against the false teacher. It has led to ecumenical 
councils, papal encyclicals, schisms, heresies. The entire 
complexion of the Church has altered as a result of this 
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perennial problem. Consider the fourth century when 
Arius began his career. If success in numbers were to be 
the criterion of a true prophet, Arius would have been 
vindicated. But his doctrine was profoundly wrong — as 
the Church solemnly declared. And so it has been through 
the centuries. All of Christ’s faithful are called to think 
with the Church, and prophets must also. If they do not, 
they stand revealed as false. 

Our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel remind us to look 
on the living teaching Church as Christ’s Oracle, the 
prophet of God in our day. The Church is none other than 
Christ’s body and he is her head. Let us receive and 
transmit her teaching with reverence and love, knowing 
that it comes from the Lord. 
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Thursday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 16:1-12, 15-16; Psalm 106:lb-5; 
Matthew 7:21-29 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 
Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in 
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your name drive out demons and perform many miracles? ’ 
Then I will tell them plainly, 7 never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers!’ Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and 
it fell with a great crash. When Jesus had finished saying 
these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as 
their teachers of the law. (Matthew 7:21-29) 

As One With Authority This Gospel passage 

concludes the great collection (5:1-7.29) of Christ’s 
teachings which Matthew gives us in the Sermon on “the 
Mountain” (5:1). The passage shows that Christ’s 
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authority was manifest from the very beginning. The scene 
evokes that of Moses receiving the Law on the Mountain, 
and ends with the amazement of “the crowds” at Christ’s 
authority, as far surpassing that of “their scribes”. 
Matthew places all this at the beginning of our Lord’s 
ministry, and Christ is seen calmly claiming unprecedented 
authority. For instance, he assumes the application to 
himself of the title “Lord” — and his expectation is that 
many will address him with this title. “Not everyone who 
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only he who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” While he insists that entry into the kingdom of 
heaven will come only for those who do the will of the 
Father, we observe that he is assuming lordship and the 
recognition of this by others. He predicts the day when all 
will be judged on their worthiness to enter this kingdom — 
perhaps it is the General Judgment he will describe later in 
the same Gospel (eh. 25). We see that he is the central 
Personage on that day, and it is assumed that his lordship 
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will have been recognized: “Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in 
your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 
Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 
from me, you evildoers!”’ Again, Christ is insisting on the 
all-important matter of obedience to God in doing what is 
right. Nevertheless, we notice his position in the scenario 
that is depicted, and the unique authority that is his within 
it. The scene of the Divine Judgment presumes a 
recognition of the authority of Christ’s “name” by the one 
being judged: “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and in your name drive out demons and perform 
many miracles?” What Christ does is lay it down that the 
Judgment will not depend simply on this recognition, but 
on a lived obedience in one’s practice — but still, we 
notice the fact of this recognition. Further and most 
notably, Christ’s words show that he himself will be the 
very Judge: “Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!”’ So then, in our 
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Gospel passage Christ speaks of himself as “Lord,” as the 
One in whose “name” those judged have often acted, and 
as himself the divine Judge. 

No prophet in the past had spoken of himself and his 
authority in such a way. No wonder the crowds were 
amazed at how “he taught them as one who had authority, 
and not as their scribes”. We notice this assumption of 
special authority by Christ at various points throughout the 
Sermon on the Mount. For instance, among the Beatitudes, 
which may be said to parallel the Ten Commandments of 
Sinai, there is included (almost as a climax) “Blessed are 
you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad for your reward will be great in heaven” (5:11- 
12). The centrality of Christ’s Person in the Judgment — 
in the “great reward” to be given in heaven — is manifest. 
We notice, incidentally, that our Lord is speaking here of 
evil that is uttered against his disciples “falsely” — which 
assumes that his disciples not just recognize him, but that 
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they do the will of God. For this, they are falsely 
maligned. Again, our Lord presents himself as having 
come to fulfil the Law and the Prophets: “I have come not 
to abolish them but to fulfil them” (5:17). Most notably, 
our Lord gives what “was said to the men of old” (the 
Commandments), and then declares what “I say to you.” 
“You have heard that it was said to the men of old (perhaps 
reminding us that for the common man, God’s revelation 
was taught to them rather than read by them), ‘You shall 
not kill; and whoever kills shall be liable to judgment.’ But 
I say to you that every one who is angry with his brother 
shall be liable to judgment” (7:21-22). Our Lord, on “the 
Mountain” was declaring on his own authority what must 
now be done in respect to that and others of the 
Commandments. His teaching fulfilled them, and he 
taught as one who had the authority to do so. This is what 
they must do because it is what “I say to you.” This does 
not occur just once in the Sermon, but as many as six times 
(5:22.28.32.34.39.44). It roundly concludes with the 
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obligation to seek perfection: “You, therefore, must be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (5:48). There 
is no mistaking that he taught as one with authority. It is 
commonly said that the “Sermon on the Mount” was a 
contrivance of Matthew’s, bringing together our Lord’s 
general teaching. I regard the Sermon as based on an 
historical occurrence, in which our Lord gave his general 
teaching at the outset, repeated and elucidated over the 
course of his ministry. 

The point here, though, is that his authority was 
manifest from the very beginning. He spoke as one who 
had the highest authority to declare what God expects man 
to do, and he spoke as one who knew he had this authority. 
This did not mean that all accepted this authority, but it 
was clear that he spoke like one who had it, and who knew 
he had it. He did not speak simply like some great scribe, 
nor simply like one of the prophets of old. His authority 
was unique and total in all matters concerning God and his 
revelation. Many rejected him. As Simeon had predicted, 
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he was “set for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for 
a sign that is spoken against” — he, “a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 
2:32-34). Yes, Christ is our light and our glory! 

-- 
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Friday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Psalm 128:1-5; 
Matthew 8:1-4 

When he came down from the mountainside, large 
crowds followed him. A man with leprosy came and knelt 
before him and said, Lord, if you are willing, you can make 
me clean. Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
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man. I am willing, he said. Be clean! Immediately he was 
cured of his leprosy. Then Jesus said to him, See that you 
don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them. 
(Matthew 8:1-4) 

Belief Our Gospel passage today, depicting an 
actual historical event, presents us with a very simple 
image of one who had faith in the person of Jesus. He had 
not, of course, a fully developed faith in terms of its 
content or object, which is to say a faith in all that Jesus 
was to reveal about himself, his work and his redemptive 
plan. But it is faith in him and in his merciful power 
nevertheless. The man with leprosy, engulfed in such a 
forlorn and hopeless affliction, comes to Jesus with an 
undoubting profession that Jesus could do whatever he 
wished. He could make him clean, if he were but willing 
— which is to say if he were but to decide to do so. The 
leper had the light of faith. Faith! — not a very respectable 
word for a culture which for centuries now has held in high 
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esteem rational investigation and its results. For many, 
faith carries the connotation of a certain blindness. You 
cannot see the way ahead yourself, so you trust and take 
the leap. This “faith” might bring peace and consolation 
but it is scarcely courageous. Indeed, it is the lazy man’s 
way, and not altogether ethical. The proper thing to do is 
to have the courage to get to the bottom of things yourself 
by pursuing the matter rationally, intelligently, and to its 
limits. With the matter thus made clear as far as it goes for 
you, you should act on those manifest grounds. This is the 
ethical thing to do. What this view forgets is that faith is a 
common mental act in everyday life (we have faith in the 
bus driver, and in the people we pass by — that one of 
them will not shoot us). In this sense it is perfectly 
reasonable, and of course ethical. Still, in the business of 
basic perspectives on life, to believe in the word of another 
is regarded with suspicion. Better far to accept and even 
glory in ultimate uncertainty, if uncertainty there has to be. 
It is summed up very well in a private communication by 
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one modem philosophical icon: Frederick Nietzsche (1844- 
1900). Writing to his sister Elisabeth, he urged her to tread 
new paths “with all the uncertainty of one who must find 
his own way”. He added that “this is where humanity’s 
paths part: if you want peace of soul and happiness, then 
believe, but if you want to be a follower of truth, then 
seek” (11 June 1865). This private letter was written a year 
after John Henry Newman’s great Apologia pro Vita Sua 
published in England (1864), in which he portrayed his 
conscience as taking him to the certitude of faith in 
revealed truth. 

One of Newman’s friends in the Oxford Oriel College 
Common Room in the late 1820s was Joseph Blanco 
White, an ordained Spanish immigrant who detested the 
Catholic Religion and who had, on leaving Spain, 
abandoned the priesthood which he had come to hate. He 
ended his days a Unitarian, seeing himself as dutifully 
following the dictates of reason in a conscientious search 
for truth. One of the distinguishing features of what is 
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called postmodemity - a strong current of our own day - is 
that all is relative to the person and there is no objective 
truth to be grasped. Ultimately, there can be no absolute 
certainty. You cannot get beyond your subjective thoughts 
on the matter. This idea, defying common sense, is not 
confined to those who regard themselves as intellectuals. I 
remember years back conversing with a young man, not 
especially well educated, whose image of the ideal of a 
human life was to be ever searching. The good life was 
that of being engaged in a conscientious rational quest for 
the truth, and never really finding and resting in it. This 
was because the truly noble thing was to be always 
courageously on quest - and it was not especially noble to 
have rested in a firm faith. One assumption in this was that 
faith, which would bring a final certitude, was less than 
worthy of man. But this rejection of faith turns out to 
result in shadows. The light of reason alone, reason which 
is suspicious of and hostile to faith, is unlikely to bring 
certitude in ultimate matters. It will take a person to but a 
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twilight. I remember reading an article by a good 
Australian philosopher at the time (Peter Forrest), who 
remarked in passing that philosophical arguments alone 
will not bring certitude. I think he meant a philosophy that 
divorced from its action the venture of faith. Newman 
would have agreed. Depending on reason alone in real life 
must usually mean, not a kind of mathematical 
demonstration which subdues the reason to its conclusion, 
but some form of natural induction which can bring but a 
moral certainty. But a moral certainty is not absolute 
certainty — which is what we would expect of a believer in 
God and in Jesus Christ. Reason alone will not bring a 
person to absolute certitude in the great and important 
things, such as religious truth — although Nietzsche would 
not have cared at the non-possession of certitude — so be 
it, he would have retorted. All up, more is needed than just 
reasoning — and certainly there has to be more than just 
searching. We need light. 
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What we must do, then — taking our cue from the 
poor leper of today’s Gospel (Matthew 8:1-4) — is to 
resolve not merely to think and to reason, but above all to 
believe. Faith is a great light, indeed the light for life, 
because (in Christian faith) it trusts and embraces the One 
who is the Light of the world. With faith, any reasoning 
we do gains its proper power. Jesus Christ, as St Paul 
writes, is the image of the unseen God. In him dwells the 
fullness of the godhead bodily, and therefore every 
heavenly blessing. He who sees me sees the Father, our 
Lord said. I am the Way, the Truth and the Life — no one 
comes to the Father but through me. The one thing which 
our Lord sought during his public ministry was faith — 
with this comes the gift of eternal life. Let us go to him as 
did the leper of today, then, and believe. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 8:1-15; Luke 1:46-50 and 53, 
54-55; Matthew 8:5-17 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion 
came to him, asking for help. Lord, he said, my servant 
lies at home paralysed and in terrible suffering. Jesus said 
to him, I will go and heal him. The centurion replied, 
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Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 
But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I 
myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. 
I tell this one, ‘Go, ’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come, ’ 
and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this, ’ and he does 
it. When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to 
those following him, I tell you the truth, I have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the west, and will take 
their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom 
will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then Jesus said to the 
centurion, Go! It will be done just as you believed it 
would. And his servant was healed at that very hour. 
When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter’s 
mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. He touched her 
hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to 
wait on him. When evening came, many who were 
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demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out 
the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to 
fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: He took 
up our infirmities and carried our diseases. (Matthew 
8:5-17) 

From East and West Our Lord did make some 
observations about “the Gentiles.” For instance, he 
predicted sufferings for his disciples among the Gentiles: 
“you will be dragged before governors and kings for my 
sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles” 
(Matthew 10:17-18). He compared how the Twelve were 
to exercise authority with the lordly way the Gentiles 
exercised it. “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great men exercise authority over 
them. It shall not be so among you; but whoever would be 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever would 
be first among you must be your slave; even as the Son of 
man came not to be served but to serve” (Matthew 20:25- 
28). As the time of his public ministry advanced, our Lord 
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at various times spoke of his coming sufferings and death 
— and he sharply rebuked Simon Peter for attempting to 
dissuade him from this path (Matthew 16:24). This 
divinely-intended course would be effected at the hands of 
the Gentiles'. “And as he was going up to Jerusalem, he 
took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to 
them, the chief priests and scribes..(will) deliver him to 
the Gentiles to be mocked and scourged and crucified’” 
(Matthew 20:17-19). Nevertheless, the “Gentiles” seem 
more kindly treated in the Gospels than might be expected, 
and certainly more kindly spoken of than various of the 
Jewish authorities. There are no words by Christ on the 
Roman occupation, and certainly none contrary to Caesar 
himself. Indeed, he told the Jewish authorities that, in 
respect to the odious Roman taxation, they were to render 
to Caesar what belongs to Caesar. He cast no aspersions 
on the effigy of the Emperor that stamped the coins in 
Jewish circulation (Matthew 22:20-21). He was often kind 
in his references to the tax-collectors who served the 
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Romans in this capacity, and even called one of them to be 
among the very Twelve. When our Lord was delivered up 
to “the Gentiles,” he is portrayed as calm, strong and silent 
before false accusations. He is calmly respectful to Pilate 
himself, and answers in simple fashion Pilate’s 
interrogation about his Person (27:11-14). Pilate comes 
through as weak but he recognizes the innocence and the 
moral stature of the Man before him. Certainly his wife, a 
Gentile, did (Luke 27:19). Though Pilate crumbled and 
condemned Jesus to death, Christ declared his to be the 
lesser guilt (John 19:11). 

The general impression is that there was a certain 
goodness out there among the “Gentiles.” It was by no 
means all bad. Our Lord holds up before the scribes and 
Pharisees the example of “the men of Nineveh” who 
repented at the preaching of Jonah the prophet (Matthew 
12:41). When he withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon, a Canaanite woman there came after him insistently 
pleading for her daughter. She would not let up till she 
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gained her request: she knew our Lord could do it, and that 
he was holy. She won from our Lord high praise: “O 
woman, great is your faith!” (Matthew 15:28). She was a 
Gentile. At the most terrible moment of all when Jesus 
Christ expired dead on the cross, Matthew informs us that 
the earth shook. The centurion attending the crucifixion 
perceived the direct connection between the death of the 
Man before them and this natural phenomenon. Matthew 
writes that the centurion and those who were with him 
“were filled with awe and said, ‘Truly this was the (or “a”) 
Son of God’” (Matthew 27:54). In Mark, it is just the 
centurion who says this (15:39). In Luke, the centurion 
declares Christ’s innocence (23:47). All of this brings us 
to our Gospel passage today (Matthew 8:5-17) and may 
serve as something of a context for it. Our Gospel is from 
Matthew, and in Matthew’s account of the incident, when 
our Lord entered Capernaum “a centurion came forward to 
him, beseeching him and saying, ‘Lord, my servant lies at 
home paralysed and in terrible suffering’” That is all he 
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does — he just presents his need, just as Mary the mother 
of Christ simply presented her need to Jesus at the wedding 
feast of Cana: “They have no wine” (John 2:3). Inasmuch 
as Mary’s prayer is a model of simple petition, we have 
every reason to regard the centurion’s prayer as excellent, 
too, in its faith-filled simplicity. Christ’s response was 
immediate — he did not simply utter a word of healing 
from a distance, but offered to accompany the centurion to 
his dwelling, perhaps as a sign of personal regard and 
encouragement. But the centurion was too humble to 
admit of that great honour and immediately declared his 
unworthiness. “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come 
under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will 
be healed.” His faith evoked the highest praise from 
Christ, with a prediction that other Gentiles would follow. 

Let the disciples of Christ learn from this to esteem 
those not yet possessing the grace of discipleship. 
Matthew’s Gospel ends not with an account of the 
Ascension to the right hand of the Father, but with Christ’s 
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great commission to his disciples to go and make disciples 
of “all nations” — which is to say, to all the Gentiles. 
They were to go to the ends of the earth, and implicitly to 
the Emperor himself, and declare that “all authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.” All were to 
become subjects of Jesus Christ, and to be baptized in the 
name of the One and Triune God (Matthew 28:18-20). 
There was no mission more daunting, but good hearts were 
out there, and they are there still for us to reach. The world 
of everyday life awaits the word of the Gospel. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 8:5-17) 

Sin One of the most revealing things about our 
contemporary culture is the absence from public and 
normal discourse of something fundamental to the human 
condition - I refer to sin. In our Western culture, where or 
when is the word “sin” ever mentioned in any public 
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sense? It can be the object of research — for instance a 
person could be researching the notion of “sin” in Dante — 
and such a topic would be viewed with academic respect. 
It is of course a perfectly respectable “in-house” matter for 
discourse within the life of the Church. But beyond these 
personal or otherwise very restricted circles, “sin” is 
scarcely part of society’s shared discourse. If it is 
mentioned at all it is done so apologetically or in a 
detached manner, implying, when referred to, that there is 
little objective reality in “sin.” Rather, it is a personal and 
very subjective notion. That is to say, one of the most 
widespread assumptions of the modern era is that while 
there is plenty of crime and wrongdoing, there is no “sin.” 
The reason for this is that, were the fact and indeed the 
enormity of sin in the world to be publicly admitted, it 
would be tantamount to admitting publicly the fact of a 
great and holy God who bears on everyday and public life. 
It is because God is silently assumed to be marginal to 
reality that sin is silently excluded from public discourse. 
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One of the greatest needs of modern man is to recover 
a vivid sense of the reality and the enormity of sin. As 
children of our culture, we must be on guard lest we 
silently grow in a sense of being largely free of sin. We 
need to pray for the grace to appreciate the fact of sin and 
its seriousness, and work at coming to a personal 
realization of it. In the Old Testament book of 
Lamentations (Chapter 2), the inspired author laments the 
utter destruction that had been visited upon the holy city 
and the kingdom. Nebuchadnezzar had done his work. 
The picture describes the sorrowful facts which God had 
allowed, but behind the facts was the sin and infidelity of 
God’s chosen people. They had come to this pass because 
of their sins. That is the teaching of the inspired account, 
and if we want to imagine the effects of sin, this and other 
passages from the Scriptures will help us. The destruction 
of the City portrayed is the sort of thing that sin brings man 
and society to in history, and it is a pointer to the ultimate 
ramifications of sin. In our Gospel today (Matthew 8:5- 
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17), our Lord refers to the ultimate alternatives. Some will 
take their places with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven, and others will be turned out into the 
dark where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 
Sin is the path to ultimate catastrophe, and it must be 
renounced. 

Both Old and New Testaments teach us in bold and 
clear strokes that sin is an immense phenomenon in society 
and in the heart of every man. It must be recognized. With 
the power of Christ it must be fought, overcome and 
replaced with God's life and holiness. Sin is the main issue 
in the world. 
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Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 

hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Psalm 30:2, 
4-6, 11-13; 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mark 5:21-24, 

35b-43 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other 
side, a large crowd gathered around him, and he stayed 
close to the sea. One of the synagogue officials, named 
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Jairus, came forward. Seeing him he fell at his feet and 
pleaded earnestly with him, saying, “My daughter is at the 
point of death. Please, come lay your hands on her that 
she may get well and live. ” He went off with him, and a 
large crowd followed him and pressed upon him. While he 
was still speaking, people from the synagogue official's 
house arrived and said, “Your daughter has died; why 
trouble the teacher any longer? ” Disregarding the 
message that was reported, Jesus said to the synagogue 
official, “Do not be afraid; just have faith. ” He did not 
allow anyone to accompany him inside except Peter, 
James, and John, the brother of James. When they arrived 
at the house of the synagogue official, he caught sight of a 
commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. So he 
went in and said to them, “Why this commotion and 
weeping? The child is not dead but asleep. ” And they 
ridiculed him. Then he put them all out. He took along the 
child’s father and mother and those who were with him and 
entered the room where the child was. He took the child by 
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the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum," which means, 
“Little girl, I say to you, arise!” The girl, a child of 
twelve, arose immediately and walked around. At that they 
were utterly astounded. He gave strict orders that no one 
should know this and said that she should be given 
something to eat. (Mark 5:21-24, 35b-43) 

Christ and the Sacraments For those who knew 
and loved our Lord, he was the great reality of their lives. 
St Paul wrote in one of his Letters that “for me to live is 
Christ”, and that is what our Lord’s true disciples came to 
see. They saw that in Jesus Christ is found every heavenly 
blessing. Being not only man but God and therefore the 
source of divine life, he is the object of our heart’s desire, 
the One we have been created to love and serve. The 
fundamental issue of life is whether we recognize this, and 
whether, day by day, we seek to live in him with all our 
heart. In our Gospel today (Mark 5:21-24, 35b-43) the 
people sought him out to gain from him the blessing of life 
from God. First, the synagogue official approached him to 
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save his daughter, believing that he could certainly do this. 
Then, though the incident is not included in our Gospel 
passage today, the woman who had suffered from an illness 
secretly approached him and touched his cloak, believing 
that if she did so, that touch would heal her. A wonderful 
healing followed (Mark 5:25-34). Then news came that the 
official’s daughter had died, but our Lord assured him not 
to fear, only to have faith. He then proceeded to raise the 
girl from the dead. Wherever our Lord went, there went 
the merciful power of God with him. These were signs of 
a great fact, that Christ is the answer to all man’s needs. 
All our life we need to be approaching him and being with 
him, for his Person is our all. But just as in our Lord’s day, 
so too in our own, this requires faith. A great number saw 
our Lord, gazed on him and heard him, all the while 
regarding him as a great and good person, a man of God, 
one with extraordinary powers for good. But they 
proceeded no further than that fact, which was obvious to 
sight. They did not attain true faith. As then, so too the 
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man of today is in danger of looking on Jesus Christ as but 
a great figure in history. But a further step must be taken 
— that of faith. We must come to believe in Jesus Christ 
as our all. Further, with a lively faith we must recognize 
where he is to be approached and found. He lives and acts 
above all in the Church his body, of which he is the head. 
Specifically, he lives and acts especially in the Sacraments 
and in the Church’s preaching and teaching of his word. 
Especially does he live and act in the Sacraments. This is a 
distinctive feature of Catholicism. 

As we think of our Gospel scene of today, portraying 
our Lord bringing the mercy of God to broken man, let us 
think of the presence of this same Jesus now in the 
Sacraments. He makes present in the Sacraments his own 
ministry of bringing the power and the mercy of God to 
those in need, which includes each of us. When we 
approach the Sacraments, we are like that woman of the 
scene reaching out and touching the hem of his cloak. He 
is there in the Sacraments, and his power goes out to those 
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who approach them. It is very important that we resolve to 
cultivate a careful and faith-filled understanding of the 
Sacraments. If we do not, we shall unconsciously regard 
them simply as ceremonies, or as occasions when we 
customarily come together to pray (as we might anywhere), 
or simply as religious symbols (the classic Protestant 
tendency and position). But no. The reality is that in each 
of the seven Sacraments, it is the living risen Jesus who is 
present and acting in the power of the Holy Spirit. He 
comes to us in the tangible actions and in the material 
elements of the Sacrament. They are laden with his divine 
presence. They signify not only his personal presence, but 
what he is doing for us and the grace and blessing that he is 
conferring. When we approach the priest to confess our 
sins and receive the forgiveness of God for them in the 
Sacrament, we are approaching our Lord who is present in 
the priest. What the priest does symbolizes and manifests 
what in him the unseen Christ is doing. We encounter him 
in the Sacrament of Penance just as truly as the woman 
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who came to our Lord in the house of the Pharisee and had 
her sins forgiven by him, and just as truly as the paralytic 
who was lowered to our Lord had his sins forgiven by him. 
There is a further feature of the Sacraments. It is that 
because our Lord is present in the Church as the Church’s 
head, the Sacraments are not only the presence and actions 
of Christ, but they are also actions of the Church. That is 
to say, in receiving the Sacraments we become united both 
to Christ and to the Church as well, benefiting from the 
prayer of Christ and also from the prayer of the Church. 
And there is a further and wonderfully practical feature of 
the Sacraments. It is that, provided the minister of the 
Sacrament does what the Church says must essentially be 
done, we infallibly know that Christ will be there doing 
what the Church teaches is signified by the Sacrament. 

Thus it is that we are always sure that at Mass, Christ 
is present offering himself to the Father on our behalf and 
uniting us to him in Holy Communion. We are certain of 
it. Christ’s presence at Mass does not depend on the 
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degree and power of the priest’s own piety — provided the 
priest does what the Church requires. In the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation we are sure that Christ is there actually 
forgiving our sins. It will not depend on the holiness or 
mood of the priest and on the personal charism that might 
accompany his prayer. At Baptism and Confirmation we 
are sure that Christ is there giving to us a share in the Holy 
Spirit, with the gifts that come with this Gift. As we think 
of our Gospel today recounting the presence and power of 
Christ among the people, let us appreciate anew his 
presence, his action, and his power among us in the life of 
the Church his body, and above all in the Sacraments 
which are his and the Church’s principal actions for us. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.l 113-1130 (Sacraments of Christ; sacraments of faith; 
sacraments of salvation) 
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Monday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 

hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 18:16-33; Psalm 103:lb-2, 

3-4,8-11; Matthew 8:18-22 

When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave 
orders to cross to the other side of the lake. Then a teacher 
of the law came to him and said, Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go. Jesus replied, Foxes have holes and 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay his head. Another disciple said to him, Lord, first let 
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me go and bury my father. But Jesus told him, Follow me, 
and let the dead bury their own dead. (Matthew 8:18-22) 

Follow Me! There are many things of a 

fundamental character that are set forth in the first chapters 
of the Book of Genesis. One is that man lives by observing 
the commandments of God. As our Lord said to the Satan 
in the wilderness, man does not live by bread alone but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of God (Matthew 
4:4). We read in Genesis that “the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for on the day that you eat of it you shall 
die’” (2:16-17). The Serpent denied this to the Woman 
(3:4-5), and asserted that what God had commanded was 
not good. But the event proved God true, and the Man, 
having listened to the Woman and rejected God’s Word, 
heard the divine sentence: “you are dust and to dust you 
shall return” (3:19). This is to say that if man is to live he 
must do what is good and avoid what is bad, and God tells 
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him what is good and what is bad. As divine revelation 
unfolded, it became clear that God manifests his will “in 
many and various ways” (Hebrews 1:1) — such as through 
his creation, through the law written on the heart of man, 
through his servants the prophets, through the inspired 
Scriptures read by and within his chosen people, and pre¬ 
eminently through his incarnate Son. The same basic point 
is re-iterated by our Lord in the Gospels. For instance, our 
passage today is from St Matthew’s Gospel, and we read 
later that “one came up to him, saying, ‘Teacher, what 
good deed must I do to have eternal life?”’ Our Lord’s 
answer was, “If you would enter life, keep the 
commandments” — and he listed five that related to 
respect for neighbour, with the summary from the Torah, to 
“love your neighbour as yourself’ (Matthew 19:16-19). St 
Paul makes it clear that this life-giving law of God is 
accessible also to those who do not know the revealed law 
of Moses, the prophets and Jesus Christ. “When the 
Gentiles who have not the law do by nature what the law 



2316 


requires, they are a law unto themselves” — meaning, their 
nature gives them God’s law — “they show that what the 
law requires is written on their hearts” (Romans 2:14-15). 
The doing of what is good as revealed by God in these 
diverse ways is, then, the common path to life, and if it is 
not pursued, death is the result. It is a wonderful service to 
lead a person along the path of truth and morality, and it is 
a grave disservice to lead a person along the path of what is 
false and morally evil. 

Moses and the prophets set forth the Law of God as 
the path to life, and Jesus Christ confirmed this. But he did 
more than confirm it — he fulfilled it in a way that was 
unexpected. His Person is its fulfilment, and to follow him 
is to fulfil all that God has revealed. This brings us to our 
Gospel passage today, the great point of which is the 
personal following of Jesus Christ. First the scribe and 
then the disciple speak of following Jesus Christ. “Then a 
teacher of the law came to him and said. Teacher, I will 
follow you wherever you go. Jesus replied, Foxes have 
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holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head. Another disciple said to him, 
Lord, first let me go and bury my father. But Jesus told 
him, Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead” 
(Matthew 8:18-22). Our Lord does insist on keeping God’s 
commandments as the path to life, but he offers more of 
this life, life in abundance, and the path to this fullness is 
union with and the following of him. It is the new 
imperative. The teacher of the law had seen that the one 
thing he should do was to follow Jesus — but did he 
understand what this meant? Christ insisted that he count 
the cost. For “another disciple,” Christ was 
uncompromising: leave everything and come after me! 
The incident in St Matthew’s Gospel was mentioned 
above, in which the young man asked what he was to do to 
gain eternal life. He asked a further, critical question: 
“What do I still lack?” He knew he still lacked, even 
though he had kept the commandments — his spirit, his 
nature told him that there was still more to be done. He 
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stood before Jesus awaiting the answer, and it came. The 
one thing he still lacked if he was to attain the fullness of 
life — “if you wish to be perfect” — was to forego all and 
follow Jesus himself. So the following of Jesus Christ is 
the new fount of the moral life. To be superlatively good 
and to attain to life eternal in abundance both here and 
hereafter, man has been provided with the grand Key. It is 
the following of Jesus Christ and sharing in his divine life. 
The first thing we notice about Jesus Christ at the 
commencement of his public ministry is that he calls 
people not just to keep God’s law, but to follow him 
personally. He is going after disciples. Indeed, having 
risen from the dead and now leaving his disciples to ascend 
to his heavenly Father, he gives them his final commission. 
They are to go to the whole world and make disciples of all 
the nations. 

It is by being a disciple of Jesus Christ in very truth, 
by being his friend unto death and by sharing in his life — 
in a word, by following him — that life in abundance will 
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be possessed. This is the channel of life for the world. 
This is the Church’s Treasure. Christ is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. Eternal life is this, our Lord prayed at the 
Last Supper, to know you, God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. It is by living in union with Jesus Christ 
that man has access to the grace that enables him to live the 
moral life excellently, and to become morally excellent 
himself — in other words, a saint. Sanctity is the goal and 
path to life, and sanctity comes through the following of 
Jesus Christ. 
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Tuesday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 19:15-29; Psalm 26:2-3, 9-12; 
Matthew 8:23-27 

Then Jesus got into the boat and his disciples followed 
him. Without warning, a furious storm came up on the 
lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was 
sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, Lord, 
save us! We’re going to drown! He replied, You of little 
faith, why are you so afraid? Then he got up and rebuked 
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the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The 
men were amazed and asked, What kind of man is this? 
Even the winds and the waves obey him! (Matthew 8:23- 
27) 


Storms The Regensburg lecture was delivered on 
12 September 2006. It was given serenely by Pope 
Benedict XVI in the academic setting of the University of 
Regensburg in Germany, where for several years he had 
held the Chair of dogmatics and history of dogma, and 
where he had also served as University Vice-President. 
The address was entitled “Faith, Reason and the University 
— Memories and Reflections” (German: Glaube, Vernunft 
und Universitdt — Erinnerungen und Reflexionen ). It 
sparked tremendous international controversy — as had, 
for entirely different reasons, Humanae Vitae nearly 40 
years before. Fuelling the reaction this time was a 
powerful hostility from much of the Islamic world, for 
Pope Benedict, in upholding reason, had quoted by way of 
an aside the views on Islam of the Byzantine emperor 
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Manuel II Paleologus. On this lecture, George Weigel 
opined that it was the most important papal statement on 
world affairs since John Paul II’s 1995 address to the 
United Nations. Three months after its delivery, the jury of 
the prestigious Tubingen University’s Seminar for Rhetoric 
gave to the address its “Speech of the Year” award. It 
declared that “The topic of this deliberately misunderstood 
speech is the relationship between reason and faith in 
Christianity and the affirmation of the Christian conviction 
that acting reasonably corresponds to the nature of God.” 
It stated that “In its direct but multilayered composition, 
the speech is masterfully constructed... The Pope ... 
delivered his thoughts with courage and decisiveness, 
without the willingness to appease and accommodate that 
often passes for dialogue.” The lecture is a mere eight 
single-spaced pages of text, and has been described by 
some as timeless as the Gettysburg Address , Pericles’ 
Funeral Oration and Plato’s Apology. No doubt it will be 
studied and read, like much of Benedict’s theological 
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writing, for generations to come. But what I wish to 
highlight here is the equanimity which the Pope displayed 
amid the frenzied uproar of Islam. No one would know the 
degree to which he suffered from this convulsion which is 
now largely forgotten — he, a quiet scholar of the first 
order, bearing the burden of the Church as her chief pastor 
in the midst of turbulence. 

Expressing himself sorry for any offence caused, 
Benedict was in the midst of a storm, but he knew that 
Christ was there by his side. The event is an illustration of 
the timelessness of our Gospel scene today (Matthew 8:23- 
27). But, to continue our illustration from the person of the 
Successor of Peter at that time, that was not the only storm 
in Pope Benedict’s life. He had had difficulties as a 
University Professor with the student and staff agitation of 
the late 1960s and 70s swirling about him. Following this, 
he had difficulties during his ministry as Archbishop of 
Munich and Freising — to which he had been called by 
Pope Paul VI. He had difficulties during his long tenure in 
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Rome as Prefect for the Congregation of the Doctrine of 
the Faith — one instance being the reaction following the 
publication of Dominus Jesus. This declaration, which 
Ratzinger and his Congregation authored, was subtitled On 
the Unicity and Salvific Universality of Jesus Christ and 
the Church. It was approved by Pope John Paul II and 
published on August 6, 2000. It is most widely known for 
its elaboration of the dogma that the Catholic Church is the 
sole true Church of Christ, and it comments on what it 
means for the true Church to “ subsist in ” the Catholic and 
Roman Church. The document states that, “This Church, 
constituted and organized as a society in the present world, 
subsists in [subsistit in] the Catholic Church, governed by 
the Successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion 
with him. With the expression subsistit in, the Second 
Vatican Council sought to harmonize two doctrinal 
statements: on the one hand, that the Church of Christ, 
despite the divisions which exist among Christians, 
continues to exist fully only in the Catholic Church, and on 
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the other hand, that ‘outside of her structure, many 
elements can be found of sanctification and truth’, that is, 
in those Churches and ecclesial communities which are not 
yet in full communion with the Catholic Church” (Part IV, 
no. 53-55). It caused a storm especially among many 
Christians who were not Catholic, but also among many 
Catholic scholars who had forgotten the Church’s teaching 
on this matter. The point I am making here is that once 
again Ratzinger found himself caught up in a storm, as in 
our Gospel scene today. 

But he knew that Christ was with him in the midst of 
the turbulence. When he made his epochal decision to lay 
aside the papal office for reasons of age and lack of 
strength, what was remarkable was his characteristic 
equanimity. Typically, he showed humility, meekness, 
gentleness, intelligence and serenity. This continued as his 
successor captured the fascination of the world’s media 
while he was cast by it in a constantly negative light. But 
Christ was by his side and he knew it. Consequently, for 
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the mature and careful onlooker, Benedict XVI continued 
to show a remarkable maturity and holiness, stamped by 
gentleness and humility. His life illustrated the perennial 
relevance of our Gospel scene today. The disciple of 
Christ will have the Saviour by his side amid the inevitable 
storms, though he may seem asleep. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 21:5, 8-20a; Psalm 34:7-8, 
10-11,12-13; Matthew 8:28-34 

When he arrived at the other side in the region of the 
Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men coming from the 
tombs met him. They were so violent that no-one could 
pass that way. What do you want with us, Son of God? 
they shouted. Have you come here to torture us before the 
appointed time ? Some distance from them a large herd of 
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pigs was feeding. The demons begged Jesus, If you drive 
us out, send us into the herd of pigs. He said to them, Go! 
So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole 
herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in 
the water. Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the 
town and reported all this, including what had happened to 
the demon-possessed men. Then the whole town went out 
to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with 
him to leave their region. (Matthew 8:28-34) 

Son of God I was once in Jerusalem and walking 
from site to site in a small group being led by a Jewish 
guide. It was a free walking tour offered by the Israeli 
ministry of tourism. The guide was friendly and fairly 
well-informed, and respectful to me personally. At one 
point one of those in the group, a Catholic herself, privately 
asked the guide (off the record, and not speaking in his 
capacity as guide) what he thought of Jesus Christ. He said 
he wasn’t convinced that Jesus existed, and even if he did, 
then he was sure that much of his message had been altered 
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over the two millennia since his life and death. He had no 
doubt, of course, about the existence and teaching of the 
Patriarchs and prophets, for he was an observant Jew. I did 
not take up with him the inconsistency contained therein, 
for he was only giving his personal opinion as having been 
privately asked. But I was glad to have heard him say what 
he said. It brought home to me once again the common 
view on Jesus Christ by the non-believer and by those who 
vaguely accept that Jesus had a remarkable influence on 
the world. Some people doubt that he existed, although 
this does seem a little ridiculous — looking at the matter if 
only, say, as a religious outsider who would accept other 
distant events and personages with much less historical 
support. That the message of Jesus Christ has been 
distorted over the centuries is commonly held not only by 
Judaism, but by Islam and numerous other persons, bodies, 
religions and institutions. In fact, many say the myth 
began with the New Testament writers, Paul being the 
chief culprit — some scholars opining that Paul was the 
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real founder of Christianity, transforming the Jesus of 
history into the fantasy of the Jesus of faith. Cutting 
through the business of the objective evidence for the 
reality of Jesus Christ, for the reliability of the Church he 
founded and for the Scriptures which constitute the 
Church’s inspired Book, John Henry Newman insisted that 
the true foundation of faith is not the exercise of mere 
Reason. Faith in Christ has moral roots, roots in both what 
a man wants and in what he naturally perceives and accepts 
about God. A man’s basic moral positions will prompt his 
perception of what is truly likely and probable, and what 
the facts and objective evidence point to. Let us pray that 
God will give us the right moral starting points. 

Without his fully realizing it, a person will accept 
what he wants to believe. He will not believe what he does 
not want to accept. That is, his will is a pivotal factor in 
the exercise of his religious understanding. It is critical 
that his heart be such as to want the objective truth. It must 
be moral in its character if religious truth is to be attained 
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by him, even though, of course, more is needed for this 
understanding than just a moral life. This is not the 
moment to explore the foundations of the assent of faith, 
but there is a great deal at stake in the matter of Jesus 
Christ. Anyone ought understand that to dismiss Jesus 
Christ as a possible non-event is at least highly risky, if 
only because of his surpassing claims. He claimed to be 
the very Son of God, and the demons themselves addressed 
him as such — which brings us to our Gospel passage 
today (Matthew 8:28-34). “When he arrived at the other 
side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed 
men coming from the tombs met him. They were so 
violent that no-one could pass that way. What do you want 
with us, Son of God? they shouted. Have you come here to 
torture us before the appointed time?” As far as the 
demons were concerned, there was no one like this Man. 
He was the One who would make all the difference to their 
prospects, and to the prospects of the world, for he was the 
Son of God. Just what this meant for the demons is not 
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formally explained. The Gospels seem to suggest that they 
knew, or guessed that he was the Second Divine Person of 
the Trinity — inasmuch as the title as uttered by them is 
the same (without qualification) as used elsewhere in the 
Gospels by our Lord himself and by those who believed in 
him. Indeed, even at the threshold of his public life — 
according to both Matthew (4:3) and Luke (4:3) — Satan 
addressed Jesus as “Son of God”: “If you are the Son of 
God, command this stone to become bread.” Did Satan 
know, or was he testing his own hunch? We are not told, 
but the fact is that this Jesus of Nazareth far transcends any 
other human being in history precisely in such a claim, a 
claim accepted by his disciples (John 1:49; 11:27) and, 
independently of Christ’s own utterances, by the very 
demons. Jesus Christ was unique in the world, and he 
came to accomplish a unique work for every single man 
and woman. It is a sad business if a person’s heart is such 
as to leave him reluctant to turn to this Man with the 
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utmost attention, even dismissing him as possibly not 
having existed. 

There are various temptations to sin which beset every 
person of every age. The tendency to sin arises from 
within fallen man (the “flesh”), it nudges him strongly 
from without (the “world”), and it is whispered to him by 
the demons who stalk him (the “devil”). One must be very 
street-wise when it comes to getting to the true and final 
goal. Man is the being who can be tempted to sin and 
enticed along the path of death. There are temptations to 
theft, to lust, to power and to numerous other quagmires of 
darkness and morass. But the temptation which is 
especially dangerous is that against faith. The suggestion 
can come from anywhere, from any or each of the three 
just-mentioned sources. It can come from an unsuspecting 
and ignorant travel guide: this Jesus is just a myth! Never 
entertain for an instant such an insinuation, thought or 
doubt! Yes! Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God! 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 8:28-34) 

“‘If you cast us out, send us into the herd of pigs. ’ 
And he said to them, ‘Go then 

Satan There are many contradictions in our world. 
One of the characteristics of modern thought is the 
reluctance to admit the existence of the supernatural. But 
on the other hand there is also the opposite tendency, a 
proneness to believe in the supernatural and the occult. 
Over the last few decades the occasional movie about 
devil-possession has aroused interest and discussion, even 
excitement. One such was “The Exorcism of Emily Rose” 
which was surprisingly good in its Catholic content, though 
marred by its exaggerations and various special effects. It 
was interesting to note that a theme in that movie was that 
Emily was allowed by God (and accepted by Emily 
herself) to be afflicted by the devil precisely in order to 
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convince the sceptical and agnostic world around her of the 
fact of the demonic and the supernatural. In respect to the 
presence of Satan in the world, one of the many striking 
differences between the content of the New Testament and 
that of the Old is the degree to which Satan and the devils 
feature. There is no book of the Old Testament which 
could possibly compare with the Gospels in the number of 
times Satan and the demons are mentioned. Typically the 
Old Testament prophet is not set against Satan and the 
demons, but this is a normal feature of Christ’s ministry. 
Our passage today is one of many in which Christ is shown 
as the one overthrowing Satan and sending him packing. 
No Old Testament prophet (including John the Baptist) is 
shown in this light. 

So let us take account of Satan and the devils, and in 
particular let us note how the devils are presented in our 
Gospel passage today (Matthew 8:28-34). Our Lord and 
his disciples had just reached the country of the Gerasenes 
on the other side of the Lake, an area beyond the limits of 
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the territory of God’s chosen people. Two people 
possessed by demons came forward and they were 
frightening beyond words. This was the result of Satan 
entering into them. Yet while they showed fury, they also 
showed fear: “What do you want with us, Son of God? 
Have you come here to torture us before the time?” So 
then, Satan is a being of hate and harm, and yet he is 
frightened. He sees his inevitable end. He also knows that 
his power is not to be remotely compared with that of 
Christ, for “the devils pleaded with Jesus, ‘If you cast us 
out, send us into the herd of pigs.’ And he said to them, 
‘Go then’.” While the demons were fearsome to the 
neighbourhood, the disciples of our Lord felt entirely 
secure in the company of Jesus. Just before this incident 
the disciples and our Lord had been out on the Lake in the 
middle of a terrible storm, and in the midst of it the 
disciples had roused the sleeping Jesus appealing to him, 
“Save us, Lord, we are going down!” Their doing this 
shows the entire security they felt in the Person of Jesus. 
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So, too, when faced with the devil. Christ was the answer 
to their needs, to their difficulties, to their dangers, and he 
is the answer to threats from Satan and the devils. 

In one of his meditations in his famous Spiritual 
Exercises, St Ignatius Loyola asks us to place ourselves in 
the presence of the Two Standards, one that of Christ, the 
other that of Satan. He invites us to choose. Let us choose 
for Christ, “the stronger one” by far. Let us renounce 
Satan. Let us then live out this choice in every duty of 
every day. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 22:lb-19; Psalm 115:1-6, 8-9; 
Matthew 9:1-8 

Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to 
his own town. Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying 
on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven. At this, 
some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, This 
fellow is blaspheming! Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, 
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Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which 
is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Get 
up and walk ’? But so that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . . Then he 
said to the paralytic, Get up, take your mat and go home. 
And the man got up and went home. When the crowd saw 
this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who 
had given such authority to men. (Matthew 9:1-8) 

Forgiveness of Sin Man is uncertain, vulnerable 
and faces formidable odds. It is a boon to him to hear 
something from the heavens. In ancient times, and in the 
various eras of history, there have been places purporting 
to utter oracles from the gods — one of the most famous 
being Delphi in Greece. Apart from shrines in which 
oracles were uttered, there have been prophets or their 
equivalents who claimed to speak in the name of the gods. 
This is widespread in traditional and indigenous religions, 
as in the shaman or witch-doctor. At a lower level, there 
are the fortune tellers or their equivalents who act as 
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mediums with the unseen powers and announce their 
communications. The woman of Endor, who said that 
“Saul... has cut off the mediums and the wizards from the 
land,” called up for Saul the ghost of Samuel (1 Samuel 
28:7-14). Man has desired, has actively sought, and at 
times has to a point gained, communications from the 
unseen. The woman of Endor gained access, not to a 
demon, but to a deceased prophet and great saint — the 
holy Samuel. Our interest here is in the “prophets” — 
those who professed to speak in the name of God or the 
gods. Not unusually, they existed in groups. When 
Samuel anointed Saul to be king (1 Samuel 10:1), he 
foretold that he, Saul, would meet “a band of prophets 
coming down from the high place .. prophesying. Then 
the spirit of the Lord will come upon you mightily and you 
shall prophesy with them” (10:5-6). Again, we read in the 
First Book of Kings that “when Jezebel cut off the prophets 
of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them 
in a cave, and fed them with bread and water” (18:4). 
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Following this, Elijah confronted King Ahab, challenging 
him to gather at Mount Carmel all Israel “and the four 
hundred and fifty prophets of Ba’al and the four hundred 
prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table” (18:19). 
At the showdown on Mount Carmel, only the prophets of 
Ba’al are cited — and in the event they were executed on 
Elijah’s orders (18:40). Let this be a context for the 
“prophets” whose words, actions and teachings are 
recorded and authenticated in the Scriptures as being of 
God. They are a class apart from all the rest. Christ 
himself and the inspired writers of the New Testament and 
the Gospels, confirm the divine inspiration of their 
teaching and their important place in Revealed Religion. 

There are many great things those prophets canonized 
by Holy Scripture did, as persons led by God. Elijah raised 
the son of the woman of Zarephath in Sidon (1 Kings 
17:22). His simple prayer of faith on Mount Carmel, 
calling on the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to 
consume his offering, is extraordinary for its effect (1 
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Kings 18:36-38). His successor, the prophet Elisha, raised 
to life the child of the Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:35). 
Their special vocation and glory, though, was to utter the 
word of the Lord God and to call upon the people to abide 
by it — and it is this more than anything which is recorded 
in the prophetic books. But there is one thing (among 
many, of course) which the prophet did not do. He did not 
presume to forgive people their sins. Only God could do 
that, and the prophets exhorted the people to repent of their 
sins, to turn to God and to ask his forgiveness. There are 
many recorded prayers of contrition in which the pardon of 
God is sought. We read in the Book of Daniel the great 
prayer of Azariah (ch.3), beginning with praise, continuing 
with repentance for sin and an appeal for mercy, and 
concluding with a promise of amendment. But the prophet 
does not presume to pronounce forgiveness for sin on his 
own authority. John the Baptist came “preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). 
What did it involve? It involved the confession of sin: 
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“And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all 
the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins” (1:5). John did not 
absolve the sins that were confessed: there is no record of 
any complaint by the religious authorities that he pretended 
such a thing. All of this brings us to our Gospel today 
(Matthew 9:1-8), and to the calm, stunning and 
unprecedented action performed by Jesus Christ. I do not 
refer to his remarkable cure of the paralytic at a mere word. 
What was extraordinary was that, at a mere word and 
without ceremony or warning, he forgave the sins of the 
man on the mat before him. It was this which constituted 
the great shock to the teachers of the Law. The Man before 
them was assuming a divine prerogative, something to 
which no prophet before had pretended. In their minds, 
they dubbed it a blasphemy. It was one of the several 
expressions by Jesus of Nazareth of his divinity. 

There is a further point to be noticed. It is that our 
Lord characterized their thoughts — profoundly objecting 
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to what he had just done — as “evil” (9:4). Our Lord did 
not just mean that they were entertaining unpleasant or 
unkind thoughts about him. Rather, they were thinking 
“evil in their hearts.” They had, in everything they saw 
before them, ample evidence for accepting the truth of his 
claims. There was something greater than Jonah, 
something greater than Solomon, something greater than 
all before, there in their presence. That they were thinking 
such thoughts was reprehensible, granted all that was 
evident in him. Jesus Christ is the glory of Israel, the light 
of the world. Most wondrous: he brings the forgiveness of 
sin — and this gift he has given to his Church (John 


20:23). 
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Second reflection: 

Revelation One of the many points of Catholic 
teaching which many (such as Cardinal Newman in the 
nineteenth century) have attempted to make acceptable to 
the sceptical and unbelieving mind is the doctrine on 
eternal punishment. For very many this tenet has been a 
stumbling block preventing the acceptance of Revelation 
because the doctrine of hell appeared to be irreconcilable 
with the notion of a God of goodness and love. How could 
a God of love condemn to hell a soul which dies in the 
state of mortal sin, for hell is a state of eternal punishment? 
Yes, it is a problem that is indeed worthy of attention by 
the best minds. However, there is a tendency in the 
modern religious era to discount and even reject anything 
about God which appears to be (as it is called) “negative” 
— for instance, that God should in some sense be “feared.” 
It is laudable to attempt to show how a particular doctrine 
is reasonable and how it can be understood in other terms. 
But it is not laudable to approach revelation with the 
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(perhaps barely conscious) intention to accept its doctrines 
only on one’s own terms and to reject anything that is truly 
mysterious. The fact is that God does threaten hell fire for 
the one who dies in the state of deliberate and unrepented 
mortal sin. How we understand such a future state in the 
light of revelation is something that may be discussed, but 
in this — as in our entire Christian life — we must start 
with the full acceptance of the doctrines of Revelation as 
enunciated by the Church. 

In respect to doctrines about God and the so-called 
“negativity” of his warnings, there were many precedents 
in the Old Testament. For instance, through the prophet 
Amos, God was sending warnings to his people of 
something entirely “negative” that was coming on the 
house of Israel because of its sins. They were about to be 
punished with immense rigour unless there was a change. 
The priest of Bethel reacted with open hostility. He sent 
word to Jeroboam the king of Israel telling him that Amos 
was upsetting the people and causing harm by his public 
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warnings that the king would die and Israel would be 
deported. For his part the priest ordered Amos to go back 
to Judah and do his prophesying there. In reply, Amos 
explained that his message had come from God himself: It 
was “the Lord who said, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 
Israel.’” God, Amos insisted, had revealed to him that 
“Your wife will be forced to go on the streets, your sons 
and daughters will fall by the sword, your land will be 
parceled out by measuring line, and you yourself die on 
unclean soil and Israel will go into exile far distant from its 
own land” (Amos 7). It was a very “negative” message, 
but it was a matter of life and death, and so a lot was at 
stake in it being preached and accepted by the people. 

So, too, with many other “negative” things about the 
doctrines of Revelation, and in particular of Christianity. 
The doctrine of sin and its consequences has been revealed, 
preached by the Church, and it must be accepted even if it 
appears “negative.” Sin must be avoided or else the 
consequences will follow. At the end of life there is death, 
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God’s judgment, and then either eternal salvation or eternal 
damnation. God is love, and it is because of his love that 
these stark realities have been revealed, together with the 
means to respond as we should. 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 

hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; 

Psalm 106: lb-2, 3-4a, 4b-5; Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. Follow me, he 
told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. While 
Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
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disciples, Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and ‘sinners’? On hearing this, Jesus said, It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn 
what this means: 7 desire mercy, not sacrifice. ’ For I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners. (Matthew 9:9- 
13) 


Man the Sinner There are various starting points, 
or what we might call primary data, for a philosophical 
account of man. One can begin with the evident fact of his 
reason. He is like the animal in so many ways, but he is to 
be distinguished from the animal above all in his power to 
reason, and in his ability freely to will what he perceives by 
means of his reason. Some accounts of this may put the 
reason first, other accounts may put the will first. Again, 
some philosophical accounts of man begin with a different 
fact or primary data: the Being of God. Man cannot be 
understood as if there is no God. He is religious. Others 
begin with a denial of, or a scepticism as to, the fact of 
God. Some, fascinated with man’s power to choose, 
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interpret this as being absolutely sovereign, in the sense of 
denying an even more sovereign objective truth which 
should govern man’s choices. In this approach, man is 
deemed to be absolutely free to make of himself what he 
wishes. There is no personal and objective nature in him 
which he should strive to recognize, respect, obey and 
allow to flourish by his choices. There is another account 
of man which is much less common, I think. It begins with 
another basic experience of his life and person: sin. In his 
more lucid moments, man senses that there is within him a 
tendency of which he does not approve. It is a tendency 
that goes against his better self. It is an abiding impulse in 
him that rejects the voice, as it might be termed, of the 
prudent and formed conscience. Man is the being who 
sins, and who knows that he sins — and by this I do not 
merely mean that he is one who does not do what he knows 
to be right. Man has, or can have, a natural sense of God 
as offended, however vague it might be, present in the 
dictate of his conscience. John Henry Newman, for 
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instance, begins his account of man with this fact of 
experience. It immediately places man in relation to God. 
This is perceived as a fact of experience — it is the 
experience of his own conscience. As far as I am aware, it 
is the starting point of Soren Kierkergaard’s philosophy of 
man, too — but the systems of each thinker are vastly 
different. The sense of sin is a fundamental starting point 
and it immediately places man at the crossroads of life. He 
is aware that he has sinned. The question is, what is to be 
made of this, and what is to be done? 

I do not wish to explore the possibilities of a 
philosophy which starts with this fact of sin and of man’s 
recognition and sense of it. The question here is, what has 
God to say? That man is a sinner and that sin is a powerful 
feature of created reality is confirmed with the utmost 
clarity by the whole of Revelation. Man’s sins and his 
sinfulness are writ large throughout the inspired books of 
the Bible. Whether God determined to become man simply 
or primarily because of man’s sin (in the sense that had he 
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not sinned, there would have been no Incarnation) is 
theologically debatable. But there is no question that the 
divine plan was that in becoming man, the Son of God 
would “save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 
That is to say, “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world, 
not to condemn the world but that the world might be 
saved through him” (John 3:16-17). It is also plain that 
God expects man to recognize the fact of his sin. Man, the 
sinner, must repent — which presumes the recognition of 
his sin. But now, what divine Revelation makes clear is 
that this sense of personal sin is not simply a moment of 
terrible darkness and anxiety, but can be made a moment of 
light and joy. It will be this if the recognition of sin occurs 
in the presence of the God who reveals himself as One of 
mercy and tender love. All of this brings us to our Gospel 
passage for today (Matthew 9:9-13), in which Christ stops 
before a man who knew very well he was a sinner, a man 
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whom others made to feel a sinner, and invited him to 
come and be in his company. “As Jesus went on from 
there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 
collector's booth. Follow me, he told him, and Matthew 
got up and followed him.” Matthew was not the only 
sinner to experience the joy of being in the company of 
God the Son. His companions “in sin” also experienced it: 
“While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many 
tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and ‘sinners’?” The tax-collectors knew they had sinned. 
Yet they, these “sinners,” yearned for a higher life — and 
God made man was there, offering it to them. 

Sin can be understood as a basic starting point in 
man’s understanding of himself. It can become a moment 
of pure gloom — and we have in the despairing suicide of 
Judas an iconic example of this. He had rejected the love 
of the Incarnate God, and this is one of the terrible risks of 
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sin. But this was not inevitable. Judas could have 
accepted Christ’s love, and Christ hoped for this to the end. 
Sin can be the moment presaging great light and love. We 
have in the sinful woman, who washed Christ’s feet with 
her tears and anointed them with ointment (Luke 7:38), an 
iconic example of one who, loving much, was forgiven 
much (7:47). She sinned, but love then filled her. God has 
so changed things because of his love that sin, being 
recognized as such in his presence, can be the beginning of 
the story of a saint. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 9:9-13) 

“As Jesus was walking on he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting by the customs house ”. 

The Call According to the Gospel of St John, at the 
very threshold of his public ministry our Lord gained some 
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choice disciples. Prepared by John the Baptist himself, 
John and Andrew were encouraged to seek after Jesus and 
to be his disciples. Andrew quickly brought along his 
brother Simon, and Philip was brought into the circle, then 
Philip gained Nathanael. One gets the impression from this 
fourth Gospel that they were persons full of promise. St 
Matthew’s Gospel also places the call of Simon and 
Andrew and James and John early in our Lord’s ministry, 
though at a point other than in the Gospel of John. But our 
Gospel passage today (from St Matthew) offers us food for 
thought, for it is not until the ninth chapter that the call of 
Matthew is placed (Matthew 9:9-13). This suggests that 
our Lord was well into his public ministry when Matthew 
was called, and of course he was called from an occupation 
which commanded scant respect from the people and the 
leaders. We are reminded that there is no time that is too 
late, and there is no person who should be regarded as 
beyond God’s special call. Our Lord’s parable of the 
master of the vineyard going out at various times of the day 
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to call workers to his vineyard makes this point. No time 
was too late for the Master to invite workers, and there was 
no person who was beyond the call of the Master. The 
author of the first Gospel was one such case. Consider the 
grandeur of his future work as one of the Twelve! His 
authorship of the first Gospel alone meant that from him 
will flow blessings to mankind till the end of the world, 
that blessing being the personal knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew was an ordinary publican who was 
graciously called by the Lord to follow him. Just as Jesus 
stopped and looked upon Matthew, so our Lord is ever 
looking upon us. At every point in our lives he renews his 
summons, and every renewal of that call is a new 
beginning. Whatever might have been our story — and 
Matthew’s story prior to his call is not one he would have 
been inclined to boast about — our Lord calls us as he 
called Matthew. Our Lord’s call showed to Matthew how 
precious he was in God’s sight, however poorly he may 
have been regarded by society at large. Moreover, our 
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Lord goes on to demonstrate to “a number of tax collectors 
and sinners” that they, too, were being called to a true 
friendship with God and to holiness of life. They sat at the 
table with Jesus and his disciples. No time was too late for 
the call of God and no person was beyond that call. The 
entire Scriptures can be seen as repeatedly illustrating the 
call to friendship with God and turning away from sin. It is 
a call that applied to all, and it applies to each of us. So let 
us learn to hear the call of our Lord not just once, but every 
day. Every day must involve a new discovery of the love 
of Christ for us sinners. He came to call not “the virtuous” 
(that is, those who like the Pharisees thought they were 
virtuous) but “sinners” — those like Matthew and his 
associates the “tax collectors and sinners”, who knew they 
were such. 

Our Lord’s call to Matthew, and his dining with the 
publicans and the sinners shows us that in God’s plan the 
ordinary is full of grandeur. We are part of that ordinary 
reality, and so we, too, are called to be part of the grandeur 
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of God’s plan which unfolds in the midst of ordinary lives. 
So then, now I begin! 
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Saturday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29; Psalm 135:lb-6; 
Matthew 9:14-17 

Then John’s disciples came and asked him, How is it 
that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not 
fast? Jesus answered, How can the guests of the 
bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will 
come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then 
they will fast. No-one sews a patch of unshrunken cloth on 
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an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the 
garment, making the tear worse. Neither do men pour new 
wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the 
wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, 
they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are 
preserved. (Matthew 9:14-17) 

The Prophecies I was once in Tel Aviv, Israel, 
and while awaiting transport to Jerusalem I struck up a 
friendly conversation with a Jewish couple who were 
visiting Israel from Melbourne. I asked the husband what 
biblical sites in Israel, and especially in the Jerusalem area, 
were regarded as especially sacred for the Jew. I was 
interested in getting some idea of locations associated with 
the prophets and other persons and places which feature in 
the Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible. The answer he gave 
me was simple: the Temple! The Temple was the holiest 
place on earth, meaning by this, the site of the First and 
Second Temples. It is now occupied by the Islamic holy 
place, the Dome of the Rock. Once in Jerusalem, I joined a 
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tour of the Old City led by a Jewish guide. At one point, 
this very engaging man stated in passing that the day would 
come when the Third Temple would be built on the site 
where once there stood the Temple of Solomon. By 
implication, the Islamic presence now there would be 
replaced by it. Some days later I attended a lecture session 
about the ancient Temple. My intention was to gain a 
better understanding of the Temple and its life in the time 
of our Lord, because he loved the Temple — it was the 
house of his heavenly Father. I discovered at that lecture 
that the burning intention of the institute presenting the 
material was the rebuilding of the “Third Temple.” This 
would be the final Temple, and ipso facto the centre of life 
for the world. It would be the fulfilment of the prophecies, 
making of Jerusalem the epicentre of mankind and 
creation. I did not especially notice references being made 
to the Book of Isaiah, but I suppose the prophecies of 
Isaiah were an important inspiration for this vision of the 
future. The future glory of Jerusalem is repeatedly pressed 
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by the prophet: “the foreigners who join themselves to the 
Lord ... these I will bring to my holy mountain ... for my 
house shall be called a house of prayer for all the peoples” 
(Isaiah 56:6-7). Again, “all who despised you shall bow 
down at your feet, they shall call you the City of the Lord, 
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 60:14). At the 
end of this presentation which gave fervent voice to the 
dream of the “Third Temple,” I was privately asked by a 
Jewish attendee what “my take” on all this was. I said that, 
of course, the Christian views Jesus Christ as the fulfilment 
of the prophecies and as the new and final Temple. 

I was very glad to have attended this Jewish lecture, 
because it brought home to me, once again, a few 
important things about Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of man. 
To begin with, it helped me to appreciate how central to the 
Jewish heart and vision was (and still is) the “Temple.” 
Christ our Lord loved the Temple. It was the house of his 
heavenly Father. As a youth, he said to his parents who 
found him in the Temple holding the doctors of the Law in 
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riveted attention — “how is it that you sought me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 
2:49). Possibly on two occasions during his public 
ministry (at its beginning according to John 3:13-21, and at 
its end according to Luke 19:45, Mark 11:15, and Matthew 
21:12), Christ expelled from the Temple the buyers and 
sellers. They were defiling the Temple with their profane 
activities. In John, Christ calls the Temple his Father’s 
house. Interestingly, the Synoptics may be suggesting that 
the Temple is Christ’s house , for in their accounts, our 
Lord does not formally refer “my house” from the verse in 
Isaiah (56:7) to his heavenly Father, but perhaps to himself 
(e.g., Matthew 21:13). Be this as it may, our Lord saw the 
Temple as the abode par excellence of God. But he 
foretold that the physical Temple that had been restored to 
grandeur by Herod, would be destroyed (e.g., Mark 13:2). 
He himself was the successor of the Temple intended by 
God, the final abode of God on earth, the One in whom 
dwelt, as St Paul writes, the fullness of the godhead bodily. 
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As our Lord said to “the Jews” in St John’s account, 
“Destroy this Temple and in three days I will raise it up” 
— John explains that he was referring to the Temple of his 
body (John 2:19-22). The replacement of the Temple by 
him emerged as a testimony against him during his trial 
(Mark 14:58-59). The point here is that Jesus Christ is the 
fulfilment of the prophecies, including the central prophecy 
about the final Jerusalem and the final Temple. As our 
Lord said to the woman at Jacob’s Well, “the hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem 
will you worship the Father ... when the true worshippers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24). 
Perhaps the most stunning surprise brought by Jesus Christ 
was his emphatically spiritual interpretation of the 
prophecies. What was coming is not to be understood 
primarily in material terms, be it Temple, Liberation, 
Redemption, or whatever. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 9:14-17), in which our Lord refers to his being 
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“taken away from them.” This passing which he would 
accomplish in Jerusalem was constantly before our Lord as 
the grand fulfilment of the prophecies. It is in this that he 
would be the new Moses, and would effect the definitive 
crossing over to the final Promised Land. It is his death 
which is the fulfilment of what Moses, the Law, the 
Prophets and the Writings had represented and predicted. 
His death would be the definitive Sacrifice offered by the 
definitive High Priest in the definitive Temple. His rising 
to life would open the gates to life — by union with him 
now, and hereafter in heavenly glory. It is in Jesus Christ 
that man has access to every heavenly blessing. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 9:14-17) 

“The time will come for the bridegroom to be taken away 
from them, and then they will fast.” 

Self-denial Though our Lord was the Messiah who 
had been promised, he tended to avoid this term because of 
its political associations. There were, though, occasions 
when he did accept the famous expression. He asked his 
disciples on one occasion who people were saying the Son 
of Man is, and then he asked them who they, his own 
disciples, considered him to be. Simon Peter spoke up: 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Our Lord 
commended Simon for having had this revealed to him by 
the Father. There were other titles our Lord used of 
himself, such as the one he had just then used — the Son of 
Man. But let us consider the one he uses in our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 9:14-17). He refers to himself as 
the “bridegroom,” a beautiful and powerful image drawn 
from certain of the Old Testament prophets, speaking of 
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Yahweh God. Yahweh is the Husband and Bridegroom of 
his people, which is to say the One who loves his people 
with the undying love of an ever faithful Spouse. Indeed, 
there is something of this connotation in the very meaning 
of the revealed name of God, Yahweh. Yahweh means the 
one who simply is: I am who am. But in this reference to 
his ineffable Being, there was included the notion of his 
being always present to the people he had bound to himself 
in covenant. This bonded presence of the One who simply 
is suggests something of what later prophets, uttering the 
word of God, would mean by the term “Bridegroom.” Our 
Lord refers to himself as the “Bridegroom” and to his 
disciples as the Bridegroom’s attendants. 

Let us note what our Lord says of “the Bridegroom's 
attendants” when he is taken away from them. While the 
Bridegroom’s attendants are still with him, they would 
never think of mourning. But “the time will come for the 
bridegroom to be taken away from them, and then they will 
fast.” Then they will “fast”! Our Lord is referring to the 
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character of the life of faith which we, the Bridegroom's 
attendants, must now live. He is gone from our visible 
sight but he is intimately present to us as the Bridegroom. 
If we are to live by faith and love him as if we see him, our 
life must include self-denial. There are various elements of 
the life of self-denial of the Christian. Our Lord tells us 
elsewhere that if any one wishes to be his disciple, he must 
renounce himself and take up his cross every day to follow 
him. We are called to follow the Master, whose path 
involved carrying the Cross and dying on it. The cross of 
the Christian will be present in the renunciation involved in 
his daily work and duties, and in the self-denial involved in 
showing respect and friendship for those around him in his 
daily life. It will be present in the little voluntary 
renunciations he embraces every day in his desire to be like 
the Master. If self-denial (the “fasting” referred to by our 
Lord in our passage today) is absent from the life of one 
who purports to be a Christian, he will be a poor 
“attendant” of the bridegroom who is now taken from 
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sight. He will be drawn this way and that by the things to 
which he is attached and which he has not renounced in 
favour of the Master. 

A great modern saint once wrote that if you don’t 
deny yourself you will never be a soul of prayer, and again 
that where there is no self-denial there is no virtue (The 
Way, 172 and 179). 







2371 


Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 2:2-5; Psalm 123:1-4; 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Mark 6:1-6 

Jesus left there and went to his home town, 
accompanied by his disciples. When the Sabbath came, he 
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began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 
were amazed. Where did this man get these things? they 
asked. What’s this wisdom that has been given him, that he 
even does miracles! Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this 
Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren ’t his sisters here with us? And they took 
offence at him. Jesus said to them, Only in his home town, 
among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet 
without honour. He could not do any miracles there, 
except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 
And he was amazed at their lack of faith. (Mark 6:1-6) 

Lack of Faith Our Gospel passage today 

suggests what may have been the problem with our Lord’s 
own townspeople when he went back to them, after having 
begun his public ministry. We are told that with the 
coming of the Sabbath, he began teaching in the 
synagogue. Most of them were astonished at the wisdom 
he displayed and at the miracles he had been working 
elsewhere. “This is the carpenter, surely, the son of Mary,” 
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the one whose family and relatives we know so well. That 
is to say, he is no more than what we have always seen and 
thought him to be. “And they would not accept him.” So 
in their hearts, they refused to acknowledge and accept 
him. Behind this judgment about our Lord and what he 
was saying was a refusal of the will to accept and believe. 
Our Lord himself, we are told, was amazed at their lack of 
faith (Mark 6:1-6). His very amazement implies that in his 
Person as presented before them, there was an abundance 
of incentives and reasons to believe in him. Yet they 
refused to move in faith beyond the appearances and 
impressions of our Lord that had been theirs all along, and 
to accept that he was now being revealed as far greater than 
appearances had hitherto suggested. This Gospel incident 
reveals very clearly how important in the Christian life is 
the act of faith. What was our Lord was amazed at? He 
was amazed at their lack of faith. How then are we to 
define faith? “Believing”, St Thomas Aquinas states, “is 
an act of the intellect assenting to divine truth by command 
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of the will moved by God through grace” (STh, II-II, 2, 9). 
Notice that a “command of the will” is involved in the “act 
of the intellect”. The people of Nazareth were astonished 
at what they saw our Lord doing, but they would not assent 
to the divine truth he was announcing. The refusal of the 
mind to believe and accept the truth which our Lord reveals 
involves an act of the will and not merely an act of the 
intellect. Faith in Jesus Christ involves a personal choice, a 
decision to believe in the living Person of Jesus and in 
what he teaches. It is the living Person of Jesus, not merely 
as seen in the flesh, but as he lives within the Church his 
body, the Church which represents and proclaims him, the 
Church which our Lord established, sustains and calls to 
act in his name. This is the spiritual challenge that presents 
itself in our own day whenever the Church speaks the truth 
of God on behalf of Christ. 

Our Lord, accompanied by his disciples, went to his 
home town of Nazareth and began teaching in the 
synagogue. So, too, in every age the living Jesus continues 
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to teach from within the life of the Church his body, and 
especially in the ministry of the Church’s pastors — and 
more particularly, in the Church’s chief pastor. It is the 
same Jesus, risen now and abiding in the Church as her 
Head, who teaches us continually. And just as the 
townspeople of Nazareth could have chosen to believe in 
Jesus in the way his own disciples who accompanied him 
did, so too can we. They refused, and we too can refuse to 
a greater or lesser extent — to our peril. If we refuse in our 
hearts to accept this or that teaching of the Church, we are 
refusing to believe in the word of our Lord. It is an act of 
the will for which we are responsible. But we are not left 
alone in this most serious of matters. By our baptism we 
have been given from God a special capacity, a special 
inclination to believe in Jesus, to hope in him and to love 
him. It is a gift of the Holy Spirit empowering and 
sustaining our will in the direction of belief, and it is called 
the supernatural gift of faith. It is the foundation of our 
entire Christian life and it gives us a supernatural 
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propensity to believe in Jesus, to hope in him and to love 
him. This God-given propensity makes faith both possible 
and easier, but it does not dispense with the exercise of our 
own will (moved by grace). We must still make our 
personal choice for Jesus and constantly renew it, even 
though the Holy Spirit has endowed us with a spiritual 
tendency to do so. Thus is faith meritorious. To a point, 
we might liken the gift of faith to the natural tendency of a 
child to believe and trust his parents. As time goes on, the 
child could decide to refuse that faith in them that comes so 
naturally. So, too, in the matter of our faith in Jesus. But 
in this case it is a supernatural gift from God that is 
especially precious. It is the foundation of holiness and of 
the Christian life. The fact that faith involves the decision 
of the will means that we can be tempted to withhold faith 
and to doubt. So we must be on guard against temptations 
against faith that might come through our associations, 
friendships, reading or viewing. Years back a popular 
novel caught hold of the imagination of many — The Da 
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Vinci Code. It was an instance — and many examples 
could be given — of reading which places the imagination 
in danger of gathering seeds of temptations against faith. 
Carelessly to admit such seeds to the garden of God in the 
soul will produce an abundance of weeds of unbelief. 

Let us always bear in mind that in the secret recesses 
of our heart we will be summoned to believe, or tempted to 
disbelieve. We can assent to either prompting. One comes 
from above, the other from below. The critical act is that 
of the will. If we disbelieve, it involves the will and will be 
a sin against faith, and therefore a very fundamental sin. 
The Gospel tells us that our Lord could not work many 
miracles there and it was because of their refusal to 
believe. Let us deeply appreciate the gift of our faith, and 
be ever guarding and nourishing its growth, and protecting 
it from anything that may lessen or corrupt it. It is the most 
precious thing we have, and it is worth dying for — as 
many have. 
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Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.153-165 (Characteristics of faith) 
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Monday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 28:10-22a; Psalm 91:1-4, 
14-15ab; Matthew 9:18-26 

While Jesus was saying this, a ruler came and knelt 
before him and said, My daughter has just died. But come 
and put your hand on her, and she will live. Jesus got up 
and went with him, and so did his disciples. Just then a 
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woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years 
came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 
She said to herself If I only touch his cloak, I will be 
healed. Jesus turned and saw her. Take heart, daughter, 
he said, your faith has healed you. And the woman was 
healed from that moment. When Jesus entered the ruler’s 
house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, he 
said, Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep. But they 
laughed at him. After the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 
News of this spread through all that region. (Matthew 
9:18-26) 

Our Brother I have often wondered if any 

pattern can be detected in the manifold religions of man, 
such as to provide a key to understanding this vast 
phenomenon. I remember reading an article by a 
prominent British anthropologist of indigenous religions 
(Evans-Pritchard) who said that, in respect to primal 
religions, no single pattern was discernible. Be that as it 
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may, I remember following a debate in an Australian 
periodical devoted to various aspects of missiology. One 
of the writers in this debate was of the view that Australian 
aboriginal religion did not involve a sense of 
transcendence. He meant that the higher beings of the 
Dreaming were essentially all of this world. The question 
raised was, what is to be said of the profile or character of 
the higher beings (Ancestor spirit-deities) themselves? 
With respect, one gets the impression that they were 
generally projections of human experience. One might ask 
whether this has been the pattern for the religions of man 
generally, especially in view of the fact that religion has 
usually been polytheistic. Generally in religion, the 
heavens are populated by higher beings who are limited, 
including the highest god. Their lives and doings are not 
very different in character from that which man 
experiences in life. Philosophy (as in, say, Aristotle) can 
work out that the First Cause transcends the world in 
various respects, but I suspect that, broadly, the heavens of 
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the religions of man were basically a very different and 
better country, rather than a realm essentially transcending 
our world in its being and nature. That is not to say that 
there was not present in the religion a certain apprehension 
of elements and reflections of the divine. The point here is 
that this introduces what may be one of the most notable 
differences between revealed religion and most of the 
religions of man. The God of revealed religion — 
Yahweh, Elohim — is truly beyond this world. What is 
your name? Moses asked him. I am who AM, was the 
answer (Exodus 3:14), and there was to be no graven 
image of him (Exodus 20:4). When the Romans sacked the 
splendid Temple of God in 70 AD, what did they find in 
the Holy of Holies? They found nothing - because the Lord 
God of Israel could not be represented by any human 
image. There was nothing therein remotely like the great 
figures of Artemis, Zeus, or Jupiter. The Holy One of 
Israel transcended all that was limited and earthly, and all 
projections of man’s experience. 



2383 


However, while the God of the chosen people 
transcended the world, he was not distant from it. Indeed, 
he was closer to his people than the all-too-human gods of 
the religions. The gods of the religions were not all that 
interested in man, not all that concerned, and if irritated by, 
say, a neglect of the ceremonies, they could prove very 
inconvenient to vulnerable man. They lived more or less in 
their own limited world above (or below), whereas the God 
of the Hebrews was intensely interested in his people — 
and through them, in the world. Indeed, the chosen people 
had a mission to bring the blessing of God to “all the 
families of the earth” (Genesis 12:3). So great was this 
interest of God in his people that he called himself their 
Father (Hosea 11:1) and Husband : “in that day, says the 
Lord, you will call me ‘My husband’” (Hosea 2:16). We 
notice this dual tendency or feature in the progressive 
revelation of the God of the Patriarchs and prophets: he is 
utterly transcendent and yet he is progressively close to his 
people. The distance of God from man was being 
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increasingly bridged, by God’s loving initiative. It was not 
simply a matter of the gulf between Creator and creature. 
It was a matter also of the fact of sin in the world, and sin 
involved morality. Sin destroyed the special relationship 
with God in which man was placed at his creation. Man is 
not only a creature, but a sinful one, and on these two 
counts is separated from God. Yet God had made it his 
business to bridge the separation and unite man to him. 
This was the overarching drift of the prophecies, and 
finally the time came. The promised Messiah arrived, and 
was revealed to be God made man. He was God-with-us. 
The transcendent God was made flesh and dwelt among us 
to destroy the power of sin by his atoning death, and to 
dwell among us forever. All of this brings us to our Gospel 
today (Matthew 9: 18-26), for what do we see? We see the 
Incarnate God immediately and easily accessible to 
vulnerable man. He can be approached, he listens, and he 
immediately rises to attend to our needs. He is with us as 
one of us, and on a daily basis. “While Jesus was saying 
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this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, My 
daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, 
and she will live. Jesus got up and went with him, and so 
did his disciples.” He is God-with-us. 

Islam (presumably) understands that the Christian 
does not and cannot recognize Mahomet as a prophet in the 
line of the biblical prophets and Jesus Christ. For that 
matter, incidentally, the Jew does not recognize Jesus as 
being in the line of the prophets either, let alone the 
Messiah. But the Christian can recognize that Mahomet 
achieved the breakthrough against polytheism of 
proclaiming one Lord and Master who transcends all else. 
There is no god but Allah, he insisted. While drawing on 
Judaism and Christianity to help him in this, he did not, 
though, follow Revealed Religion in its proclamation of a 
God who is Father, Husband, God-with-us, let alone a God 
so close to us as to become Man. This Islam sadly denies, 
as it does the Trinity and the Atonement. Ah yes! The 
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transcendent God, God the Son, has become our Brother 
and Friend — as exemplified in our Gospel today. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 9:18-26) 

“While Jesus was speaking, up came one of the officials, 
who bowed low in front of him”. 

Prayer of Petition Our Gospel passage narrates a 
couple of spectacular miracles worked by our Lord that 
illustrate the testimony of the early Church, as recorded in 
the Acts, that he was mighty in word and works. There is 
no one in history, of course, who could compare with our 
Lord in the might of his works. Consider the great ones of 
the annals of history, the great military and political 
leaders, the ones who in one way or another left a strong 
imprint on the course of events and on human memory. 
Have any of them effortlessly at a word raised someone 
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from the dead? In our Gospel today (Matthew 9:18-26) our 
Lord is depicted raising the little girl from the dead and 
curing a woman (with a seemingly incurable illness) 
simply by her touching his cloak. This, together with many 
other passages from the Gospels, show that there is nothing 
that our Lord could not do. He was God almighty, and the 
greatest exercise of his power would be in taking away the 
sin of the world through his passion and death. But there is 
a detail in our Gospel passage today which bears noticing. 
The train of events narrated in our passage is set in motion 
when “one of the officials” came up and “bowed low in 
front of him,” and presented his petition. His having 
“bowed low” in front of our Lord surely reminds us of the 
reverence and respect with which we ought approach our 
Lord in prayer, including our prayers of petition. We are 
reminded of how we ought ask. The woman with the 
illness approached our Lord with a profound faith, saying 
to herself “If I can only touch his cloak I shall be well 
again.” 
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St James writes in his Letter that the reason “why you 
don’t have what you want is because you don’t pray for it; 
when you do pray and don’t get it, it is because you have 
not prayed properly; you have prayed for something to 
indulge your own desires” (James 4:3). St James strongly 
encourages us to pray for what we need, and if the official 
had not come to our Lord to make his request, presumably 
he would not have received his daughter back from the 
dead. If the woman with the illness had not approached 
our Lord’s Person with the implicit request for a healing, 
she too would not have been healed. But we ought also 
take to heart St James’s instruction that we should ask for 
what we need in a proper manner. Our Gospel passage 
places before us two people who successfully asked for 
important favours. They approached our Lord with 
humility and respect and full of faith. When news came to 
the official that his daughter had died, our Lord encouraged 
him insistently to have faith. God wants us to believe in 
his almighty power and his love, which is to say, in effect, 
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that God wants us to believe that he is God. If we are, in 
effect, praying to an image of God and a false and 
inadequate one at that, we must not be surprised if our 
prayers do not receive their answer. Moreover, as St James 
points out, we must not be praying for things simply to 
indulge our own selfish desires. The object of our prayers 
ought be a true good which will give glory to God as did 
the two miracles in our passage today. We ought, in 
praying for something, place ourselves in God’s presence 
and ask him if our petition will serve his glory the more. 

Let us dwell on the Gospel scene today in which our 
Lord answers the prayers of two who came to him. He 
showed he is almighty. Let us present our petitions 
constantly before him, and let us endeavour to do so 
properly, in a way that will be pleasing to God and not, as 
St Paul writes in a different context, in a way that makes 
the Holy Spirit sad. 
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Tuesday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 32:23-33; Psalm 17:lb-3, 6-8b 
and 15; Matthew 9:32-38 

While they were going out, a man who was 
demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 
And when the demon was driven out, the man who had 
been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, 
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Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel. But the 
Pharisees said, It is by the prince of demons that he drives 
out demons. Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When 
he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. (Matthew 9:32-38) 

Shepherd I once was talking to a well-educated 
Christian lawyer, and he supposed that Jesus Christ could 
neither read nor write. I do not know how he ever gained 
such an idea. If there is one thing that is manifest in the 
Gospels, it is that Christ was steeped in the reading and 
knowledge of the Scriptures. At his parents’ finding him in 
the Temple, he was discovered to be holding the doctors of 
the Law in rapt attention with his intelligence and 
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questions. My assumption is that the great Child was 
showing a familiarity with the Scriptures, a human 
understanding of their drift, with questions so penetrating, 
as to be beyond their past experience. When he addressed 
his own townspeople in their synagogue, “he stood up to 
read, and there was given him the Book of the prophet 
Isaiah”. He found the place he wanted, read from it and 
then spoke (Luke 4:17-21). We read how during his public 
ministry “the Jews marveled” at him in his teaching, 
“saying, ‘How is it that this man has learning when he has 
never studied?’” (John 7:15) — meaning that he, a 
manifest authority, had never, like, say, Saul of Tarsus, 
studied in the schools under an acknowledged master. 
Christ quoted the Scriptures in all sorts of contexts — he 
was plainly a Man of Holy Writ. The sacred Writings 
formed and nourished his human mind. Therefore, 
incidentally, the Christian should be a person of the 
Scriptures. The point here, though, is that in our passage 
from St Matthew, Christ again shows himself to be 
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thinking as God himself thinks in the books of Moses, the 
Psalms and the Prophets. Gazing on the crowds, he has 
compassion on them — for they seemed like helpless and 
harassed sheep that lacked their shepherd. In the landmark 
event in the Torah that set the grand process of liberation 
going, God appears to Moses in the Burning Bush. He has 
compassion on his people who are harassed and dejected. 
“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. I have seen the affliction of 
my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry 
because of their taskmasters; I know their sufferings, and I 
have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey” 
(Exodus 3:6-8). God saw that his people were like 
harassed sheep without a shepherd. 

The psalmists repeatedly cry to God from the midst of 
harassment and dejection: “Save me, O God! For the 
waters have come up to my neck. I sink in deep mire, 
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where there is no foothold ... Answer me, 0 Lord, for thy 
steadfast love is good; according to thy abundant mercy, 
turn to me” (Psalm 69 [68]: 1-2.16). God is seen as the 
shepherd of his people: “Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
thou who leadest Joseph like a flock” (Psalm 80 [79]: 1). 
How dear to Christ must have been this Psalm of David his 
forefather, who had himself been a shepherd (1 Samuel 
16:12; 17:15): “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want; 
he makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters; he restores my soul ... Even though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no 
evil; for thou art with me” (Psalm 23 [22]: 1-4). The 
prophets, too, employed this image of the shepherd, 
notably in Ezechiel. The prophet was commanded to 
“prophesy against the shepherds of Israel” — they “do not 
feed the sheep. The weak you have not strengthened, the 
sick you have not healed, the crippled you have not bound 
up, the strayed you have not brought back ... So they were 
scattered, because there was no shepherd; and they became 
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food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered” 
(34:1-6). So God promises to “rescue my sheep from their 
mouths... I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek 
them out... and I will rescue them from all places where 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness.. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep” 
(34:10-15). Indeed, God promises to “set up over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them; he 
shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I the Lord will 
be their God” (34:23-24). All of these inspired allusions 
would surely have filled the sacred heart of Jesus as he 
gazed upon the crowd, and beyond them to the world. 
They were harassed and dejected, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Gazing on the field — to use a different image 
— he saw the immense need of workers, for the harvest 
was great. “Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field” (Matthew 9:32-38). That is to say, at the heart of the 
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Incarnation was a divine mission to the world. Those who 
wish to take their place with Jesus Christ are called to share 
in his mission. It is to bring all the sheep to the one 
Shepherd. 

The call, then, to be a shepherd of Christ’s flock is an 
exalted call. There are various forms of this vocation. All, 
by baptism and confirmation, share in the mission of Christ 
according to the circumstances of their particular God- 
given vocation. In a special and essentially distinct sense, 
those ordained to the ministerial priesthood care for the 
flock of Christ. What must drive them is love for the Good 
Shepherd, as we read in the risen Christ’s conversation 
with Simon Peter. Simon, do you love me? Christ asked 
Simon three times. Yes, Lord. Then feed my lambs, tend 
my sheep (John 21:15-17). Let us ponder our Gospel 
passage today, and act on its implications for every 
disciple. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 9:32-38) 

“The people were amazed. ‘Nothing like this has ever 
been seen in Israel’ they said.” 

The Greatest Consider Jesus within the context of 
the history of the chosen people. No one can be regarded 
as his equal. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob cannot be 
compared with him, nor can Moses nor any of the prophets. 
Moses was great and he worked some miracles, and he led 
his people out of slavery to the edge of the promised land. 
Elijah was a very great prophet and performed some 
spectacular miracles, leading his people back to the 
worship of Yahweh. No matter who we consider, be he 
king, priest or prophet, Jesus of Nazareth outclasses and 
outshines them all. The abundance of his miracles, the 
newness and loftiness of his teachings, the holiness of his 
Person, all combine to present to us the jewel of God’s 
chosen people, the climax of salvation history. John the 
Baptist, of whom Christ had said that no other born of 
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woman could equal him, announced that he was not worthy 
to undo his sandal strap. In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord effortlessly sends a devil scuttling out of a man made 
dumb by possession. He is presented as curing all kinds of 
diseases and sickness, and, full of compassion, travels 
everywhere announcing the Good News of the kingdom. 
That kingdom of God was embodied and accessible in his 
own Person. With good reason the people said, “Nothing 
like this has ever been seen in Israel” (Matthew 9:32-38). 

In our day-to-day Christian life we must keep before 
our mind and heart the winning figure of Jesus, so as to 
know him better and to love him more totally. Let us place 
ourselves in his company as portrayed in today’s Gospel 
text, remembering that it is the very same Jesus who now 
lives in all his risen reality in the life of the Church, in the 
holy Eucharist, in the Sacraments, and in the soul of the 
one in the state of grace. Placing ourselves in his 
company, listening to him drive out the demon from the 
dumb demoniac, travelling with him (as it were) “through 
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all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and curing all 
kinds of diseases and sickness”, let us make our choice for 
Jesus once more. Our choice ought be very deliberate and 
inspired by love for him. Let us lovingly gaze on him with 
the eye of our heart, and continue contemplating the 
beauty, the grandeur and the uniqueness of his Person. 
There is no other, as apart from him, with whom we wish 
to take our part — and let us tell him so. Then let us bring 
this loving choice for Jesus into every detail of our daily 
life. Let us renew our choice for him often, asking him to 
give us his love and his grace. That is all we need, just his 
love and his grace — all else we can safely entrust to his 
care and to his disposition, while doing our very best to 
fulfil the daily responsibilities he has entrusted to us in life. 

Christ is the treasure of the Christian, just as the 
Christian is the treasure of Christ. 
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Wednesday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; 

Psalm 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19; Matthew 10:1-7 

Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease 
and sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: 
first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; 
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James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot 
and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus 
sent out with the following instructions: Do not go among 
the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go 
rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this 
message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' (Matthew 10:1- 
7) 


Choice There are several obvious things about 
the world, about the universe, and about man. All these 
things, for instance, manifest order — and even when there 
is disorder it is not a matter of chaos but of laws clashing in 
various forms of coincidence. The earthquake which 
devastates a population is a complex of natural laws caught 
up in collision — why any such collision is allowed by the 
Orderer of all, is a further question. So the world manifests 
order and structure. Because of the world’s rational 
structure, natural catastrophes can be investigated with a 
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view to lessening them. It also involves causation and 
change: the world is a cauldron of causes effecting change. 
Moreover, there is manifestly nothing inherently necessary 
about everything in the world — things pass away and are 
essentially contingent and transient. Therefore the world 
as a whole is contingent in its very being. Another obvious 
feature of man and his world is its abundant variety from 
the least up to the greatest, from the simplest to the most 
complex, from the least embodiment of beauty and 
goodness to the most enthralling. Philosophers have 
discerned in these aspects of the world indications of the 
existence and nature of God, and each of them is a cause of 
fascination. Take the last-mentioned aspect of things, their 
dazzling variety. Consider the ordinary lily of the field — 
Christ himself had something to say about its beauty. He 
said that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed as one of 
them, and that it was God who clothed the lilies. Take a 
drive through any town or suburb. Domestic gardens are in 
abundance, and those gardens feature a great variety of 
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flowers of various shapes, species and degrees of beauty. 
Take the animal or insect kingdoms, or man himself. It is 
all God’s work, and God chooses that the one be greater, 
and the other be less — or at least different. Why? We do 
not know, but it must somehow be for his glory. On one 
occasion our Lord was passing by a man born blind, and 
was asked whose sin was the cause of this — his own, or 
his parents? After all, sin is punished by God. But the 
Scriptures did not teach that every affliction is therefore the 
result of the sin of the one afflicted, or say, of his parents. 
Our Lord told his questioners that it was allowed “that the 
works of God might be made manifest in him” (John 9:3). 
Every single person will come up against the fact that he is 
more endowed by God his Creator than one person and 
much less endowed than another, in one or a few or even 
very many respects. 

This variety of divine choice applies not only to God’s 
work of creation. It applies to God’s redemptive plan and 
actions. He chooses this or that person for a more special 
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role or status than others. Among the pagan populations of 
“the land of the Chaldeans” (in Mesopotamia), he chose 
one individual and not others. We read (Genesis 11:31) 
that “Terah took Abram his son” and others of his relatives 
“and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to 
go into the land of Canaan; but when they came to Haran 
they settled there” — in modern south-east Turkey. There 
God revealed his plan for Abram and his descendants 
(12:1-4). It was a choice of one man, and the rest (of the 
world) remained in their situation. Further examples of 
this pattern of personal choice and of special endowment of 
the one and not of the other in the Old Testament could 
easily be given. In the fullness of time, God sent the Angel 
Gabriel to a virgin of Nazareth with special tidings. He 
respectfully addressed her as one who was “full of grace, 
the Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). To no other mere 
creature in the Scriptures is there so high a praise. The 
humble virgin was immensely endowed, far beyond the 
ordinary. She was the special object of divine choice in 
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both gifts and mission, while remaining in her humble path 
withal. Our Lord gathered disciples to him, and selected 
Twelve — the others remained outside that select band of 
companions who were to be with him and to be sent out by 
him to represent him in a special way. Even within this 
group, the Twelve, there were those of special choice. At 
various times, such as at the great event on the Mountain 
when Christ was transfigured in glory, three of the Twelve 
were selected to accompany him: Peter, James and John. 
We are told by Mark that in the Garden of Gethsemane he 
took these three apart from the others to be present at his 
Agony. There was, again, the pattern of special choice. 
Why so? We may hazard our guesses, but we are not told. 
What is also clear, though, is that those not chosen in the 
way certain others are, are still the object of Christ’s 
special love. St John tells us that our Lord loved Lazarus, 
the brother of Martha and Mary (11:3.11.36). But Lazarus 
was not chosen to be one of the Twelve, nor does he appear 
to have been among the seventy disciples sent out and 
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assisting our Lord in his mission (Luke 10:1.17). He was, 
however, very much the object of Christ’s special love. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 
10:1-7), in which our Lord calls the twelve and gives them 
special authority to act in his name — including Judas, 
who turned out so very badly. They were chosen in a way 
that others were not. We notice too that they were not to 
go “among the Gentiles or enter any town of the 
Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.” So at 
this point, “the lost sheep of Israel” were the chosen ones 
— others being left with what God had given them. Why? 
We do not know — but it was for God’s glory. The point 
is that each of us is the object of God’s special choice and 
love, but not in the same sense nor with the same 
endowments as others. As the great John the Baptist said, 
“No one can receive anything except what is given him 
from heaven” (John 3:27). Let us rejoice in what God has 
disposed for us, and resolve to do his will in accordance 
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with it. If we do this, he will be honoured and glorified, 
and that the more. 


Second reflection: Matthew 10:1-7 

“Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits ” 

The Twelve Up to this point in St Matthew’s 
account of our Lord’s public ministry, Christ is portrayed 
casting out devils, curing all kinds of diseases and sickness, 
and going through the towns and villages teaching and 
proclaiming the Good News that God's kingdom was at 
hand. His disciples accompany him. Now, however, in 
our Gospel passage today, our Lord decisively draws the 
Twelve into his public ministry. They themselves are 
empowered to do what he is doing. He “summoned his 
twelve disciples, and gave them authority of over unclean 
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spirits with power to cast them out and to cure all kinds of 
diseases and sickness.” He sent them out to the “lost sheep 
of the House of Israel” to “proclaim that the kingdom of 
heaven is close at hand” (Matthew 10:1-7). They were 
being launched to multiply the presence of our Lord and, 
by their preaching and their miracles, to point to the 
kingdom that was coming. That kingdom was God’s 
promised rule, present in its fullness in him. Among the 
twelve was Judas, and presumably he too worked miracles, 
cast out demons, cured people of their diseases and 
proclaimed the imminence of the kingdom of God. The 
notion they had of this kingdom was still immature. As we 
see from the questions they asked of our Lord even after 
his resurrection, this immaturity in understanding remained 
— possibly till Pentecost. As time passed during the 
course of our Lord’s ministry, Judas secretly turned away 
from the divine plan our Lord gradually revealed. 

The kingdom has arrived, though is not yet 
established in its fullness. That kingdom is present and 
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operative in the Church Christ founded on the rock of Peter 
and the apostles with him. That Church subsists in the 
Catholic Church. What our Lord was empowering the 
Twelve to do in our Gospel passage today, pointed to what 
he has empowered the Church , gathered around the 
successors of the Twelve, to do. The work of driving out 
the demons and of curing all kinds of spiritual diseases and 
illness goes on century after century, but now in a deeper 
and more spiritual or radical sense. The issue is the heart 
and soul of man (and not just his body), and who it is who 
will rule over it. The Church proclaims the Good News 
that if man wants God to rule, this can now happen. Due to 
the power of God man is now able to allow God to reign in 
his heart. He no longer need be under the thraldom of 
Satan and a wounded, diseased human nature — though 
Satan remains, as does man’s fallen human nature. We, 
each of us, have a bright prospect ahead. That prospect is 
that God can rule in our hearts by means of a 
transformation of our inner being, provided we give to the 
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grace of God our cooperation. The sanctifying Agent of 
this is the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
brought to us by the Church, whose foundations we see 
being forged in our Gospel passage today. Our Lord was 
laying the foundations of the Church. In that Church 
would be present and operative the kingdom which was 
present in his Person, and which he and his disciples were 
announcing by word and miracle. 

We are the beneficiaries, for we are members of the 
Church. We are part of the kingdom that is present now 
and which will reach its perfection hereafter. Our task is to 
welcome the kingdom of God wholeheartedly, to opt for 
Jesus entirely, to collaborate with him in his work, and 
accompany him to the very end whatever be the 
difficulties. Let us not be, in one form or another, like 
Judas. God’s rule was being announced then, it is with us 
now and we are its subjects. Let us not allow this treasure 
to go squandered. Rather, like good seed, it must be 
brought to the harvest of holiness. 
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Thursday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; 

Psalm 105:16-21; Matthew 10:7-15 

Jesus said to his apostles, As you go, preach this 
message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near. ’ Heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out 
demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Do not 



2413 


take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take 
no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; 
for the worker is worth his keep. Whatever town or village 
you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at 
his house until you leave. As you enter the home, give it 
your greeting. If the home is deserving, let your peace rest 
on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone 
will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the 
dust off your feet when you leave that home or town. I tell 
you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
(Matthew 10:7-15) 

Kingdom Especially prominent in the preaching 
of Jesus Christ was the “kingdom of heaven” or the 
“kingdom of God.” In Matthew, from which our Gospel 
today is taken, it is commonly to the “kingdom of heaven” 
that our Lord refers — the word “kingdom” really meaning 
“rule” or “dominion.” John Henry Newman once wrote 
that authority and obedience is of the essence of religion. 
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The idea of some kind of rule by the gods is and was 
always part and parcel of the notion of religion, the extent 
of this varying with the religion. Men and societies turned 
to the gods because they exercised a degree of dominion 
over elements of the world. There were gods of the sea, of 
love, of war, of fertility, of the underworld. There were 
higher and lower gods, depending on the extent of their 
influence, and no god, not even the highest, commanded 
full and total dominion over all. Not many gods were 
morally very good — in fact, generally speaking morality 
was not an essential part of religion as such, anyway. 
Religion was a matter of the ceremonies, of acknowledging 
the gods and keeping them very much on side by not 
flouting their wishes. Into this plethora of gods and their 
respective spheres of rule, there intervened the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It was initially a quiet 
intervention, being an individual matter. God spoke to 
Abraham. We do not read of God speaking to and 
involving Abram’s family circle — meaning his father and 
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relatives in Haran. He spoke to Abraham only (Genesis 
11:28-12:4). It was a powerful but private religious 
experience for Abram. It was evident to him that the One 
who spoke to him was the Lord God, and to rule was his 
prerogative. So Abram obeyed : “Abram went, as the Lord 
had told him ... and they set forth to go to the land of 
Canaan” (12:4-5). He had subjected himself to God’s 
dominion. There was also the conviction, derived directly 
from what God had said to him, that “all the families of the 
earth” would be blessed if he, Abram, obeyed (12:3). 
Though a very private matter, it was the beginning of the 
idea of the kingdom of God. To a greater or lesser extent, 
Abraham’s son and grandson — Isaac and Jacob — had 
comparable experiences of the God of their father 
Abraham. During Jacob’s dream of the Stairway to 
heaven, God spoke to him, promising him and his 
descendants the land on which he lay. He foretold that his 
descendants would “spread abroad to the west and to the 
east and to the north and to the south; and by you all the 
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families of the earth shall bless themselves” (Genesis 
28:14). 

That is to say, the idea of a world-wide kingdom, a 
good kingdom, the God of which would be the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was there, vaguely and 
seminally, from the beginning of Revealed Religion. This 
kingdom was grand future event, a kind of salvation. It 
would assuredly come, and it would come by the children 
of Abraham. As our Lord said to the Samaritan woman at 
Jacob’s Well — at the Well of the grandson of Abraham — 
“salvation is from the Jews” (John 4:22). The kingship or 
rule of God was confirmed in the great events of Sinai, 
when the covenant was established by God through Moses 
with the children of Israel. The twelve tribes of Israel (or 
Jacob), children of Jacob’s twelve sons, became a people, 
God’s chosen people. God gave his Law and the people 
accepted it — but the whole business was still somewhat 
fragile. The people were continually straying from the 
kinship of the one God of their fathers. His rule or 
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dominion was continually being eroded and challenged, 
and to meet this he raised up prophet after prophet. It was 
all to preserve his kingship, the kingdom of God, so as to 
bring it ultimately to all the families of the earth. The 
promise was that the rule of God would come to the 
peoples, and this would be a blessing for all the earth’s 
families. Prophecy after prophecy supported it, spoke of it, 
illustrated it — but of course in flashes and piecemeal. Its 
character was contested and understood in radically diverse 
ways, for, to begin with, the prophecies employed imagery 
and spoke in very material terms. Only the Anointed One, 
the Messiah, would explain it all — as the woman of 
Samaria said to our Lord: “I know that Messiah is coming 
(he who is called Christ); when he comes, he will show us 
all things'” (John 4:25). Our Lord declared to her what no 
authenticated prophet had said before, and certainly not the 
Baptist (1:20). He said: “I who speak to you am he” (John 
4:26). He, then, would explain, announce, and establish 
the kingdom. So it is that we are brought to our Gospel 
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passage today (Matthew 10:7-15), in which our Lord sends 
the Twelve to announce the imminence of the long- 
promised, long-awaited kingdom of heaven. God’s rule 
was at the door. The countdown had begun. The bell was 
tolling, the arrival was now due. The intractable problem, 
though, was that of readiness. Were the people ready, 
disposed and willing to receive what the “kingdom of 
heaven” would really entail? 

Our Lord declared that the kingdom of heaven is 
within you. God’s rule, it turned out, was a matter of 
sanctity of life — the mind, heart, soul and all the strength 
of man given over to God and his will as present in Jesus. 
This is what was about to be made possible. Sin would be 
broken and forgiven, and the heart of man made holy in 
God. This was the good news, the pearl of great price, and 
it would be made possible by the atoning death of the 
Messiah and his resurrection to glory. The kingdom of 
heaven consisted in being united to him and sharing his 
divine life by grace — by becoming his disciple. This is 
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how the promise to Abraham would be fulfilled, and the 
call was now out to all the families of the earth that they 
take the necessary step — of being his disciples. That is 
our mission — to bring this to all. 


Second reflection: 

God is Love One of the modern areas of special 
intellectual interest is comparative religion. This discipline 
commands extensive research and writing, and is studied in 
secondary school and may be easily studied at University 
all over the world. Studies in religion range from the 
religions of the ancient world and various indigenous 
religions to world religions such as Buddhism, Islam, 
Hinduism, and Christianity. Now, consider what Socrates, 
Plato or Aristotle say about God (or the gods), with 
whatever terms they designate him. Consider the writings 
of Cicero about the gods. Or consider the religions of the 
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ancient world and how their texts, rituals and myths depict 
their gods. There is nothing to compare with the depiction 
of almighty God that is contained in the sacred writings of 
the Hebrews, such as the Hebrew prophets. Take the 
prophet Hosea (say, as in chapter 11) — I do not think 
there is anything like it in the ancient world, and I would 
invite any student of ancient history to ponder the image of 
God that he presents, and set it against the religious and 
philosophical texts of ancient times. 

The point to remember, of course, is that texts from 
the Sacred Scriptures are not just the words of an ancient 
writer. They are the word of God himself telling us what 
he is like, and his loving attitude to his chosen ones. Hosea 
tells us on God’s behalf that in Israel’s infancy God loved 
him and considered him his child, his son. As such he 
called him out of Egypt. He taught him to walk. He took 
him in his arms, looked after him, led him with reins of 
kindness, with leading strings of love. “I was like someone 
who lifts an infant close against his cheek, stooping down 
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to him I gave him his food” (Hosea 11). The Lord God, 
then, is like an altogether loving father who gives himself 
in love to his chosen and very own child. What God’s 
attitude was to his chosen people back then, is God’s 
attitude to us now, only far more clearly so. If what Hosea 
says depicts God’s attitude to Israel his chosen people, how 
much more does it depict his attitude to his only-begotten 
Son — and by our faith and our baptism we live in Jesus, 
his Son. Each one of us then can apply to ourselves what 
the prophet Hosea tells us God is saying of his chosen 
people. The inspired words also apply to God’s love for 
his Church, the new people of God, which is mystically the 
spouse of Christ the Bridegroom. Apart from revealing to 
us the love of God, the prophetic texts tell us also of sin. 
“But the more I called to them the more they went from 
me; they have offered sacrifice to the Baals .... I will not 
give rein to my fierce anger, I will not destroy Ephraim 
again, for I am God not man”. 
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God is love, and sin is an offence against a loving 
God. Let us pray for the grace to see and realize this. It is 
a fundamental truth of revelation. Its truth was brought to 
new heights by the revelation brought to us in Jesus Christ. 
Let us strive to make it the basis of our lives, and let us 
bring this revealed truth to those around us. As our Lord 
once said, “the gift you have received, give as a gift.” 

-- 
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Friday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30; Psalm 37:3-4, 
18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Matthew 10:16-23 

Jesus said to his Apostles, I am sending you out like 
sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 
and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard against men; 
they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you 
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in their synagogues. On my account you will be brought 
before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 
Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about 
what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given 
what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of 
your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray 
brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel 
against their parents and have them put to death. All men 
will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the 
end will be saved. When you are persecuted in one place, 
flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish 
going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes. (Matthew 10:16-23) 

Sent Out Abraham was promised that “by you all 
the families of the earth shall bless themselves” (Genesis 
12:3). But of course, he did not, and could not, of himself 
bring a blessing to “all the families of the earth.” That had 
to be God’s doing. The same divine promise was renewed 
to Jacob during his dream of the Stairway to heaven 
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(Genesis 28: 14). But again, Jacob of himself could do 
nothing about bringing the promised blessing to the world. 
It would be God’s work. At the end of his life, Jacob 
called his twelve sons to him and prophesied over each. To 
Judah he said that “the sceptre shall not part from Judah, 
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes 
to whom it belongs; and to him shall be the obedience of 
the peoples” (Genesis 49:10). The blessing for the world 
promised to Abraham would come through the tribe of 
Judah, in that Judah would hold “the sceptre.” A “sceptre” 
implies a kingship. So there is a kingship or rule somehow 
held by Judah, and it would pass to the One to whom it 
belongs. To him shall “the peoples” render “obedience.” 
The picture is a little clearer. There is the dim sense of a 
coming universal king, and the promised blessing to “all 
the families of the earth” would be connected with this 
ruler of the tribe of Judah. As yet there is no one who 
takes the decisive step — it is all a vision of the future, a 
great abiding prophecy. The prophecy was repeated and 
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developed. Isaiah, or prophets among his school, pointed 
to a future when the nations would come to Jerusalem to 
give glory to God: “the Lord will arise upon you, and his 
glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to 
your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising” 
(60:2). Again, “They shall bring all your brethren from all 
the nations as an offering to the Lord, ... to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord” (66:20). Basically, 
there was the prophecy — Israel had a universal mission, 
and it would involve a blessing for the earth, and it would 
involve a sceptre, a kingship. But there was as yet no-one 
who took the step of doing it. There was nothing clear and 
definite about the Blessing anyway. There was a 
vagueness about the Messiah and his means of doing this 
work for the world. 

All this changed with Jesus Christ. JJe claimed to be 
the Messiah — although he was careful to whom he said 
this because so many showed that they could get the wrong 
idea. Interestingly, one person with whom he was very 
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clear about it was a foreigner and a heretic: the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob’s Well. When she raised the subject of the 
Messiah and said that “he will show us all things”, “Jesus 
said to her, ‘I who speak to you am he’” (John 4:26). Of 
course, there was no authenticated prophet from Abraham 
through Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah and the others right to 
John the Baptist, who made such a definite and specific 
claim. Jesus Christ did, and his claim far exceeded what 
was expected of the Messiah. I remember when I was in 
Jerusalem once, I noticed that a significant body of Jews 
made the point that the Messiah whom they expected 
would be an ordinary man. Jesus Christ claimed to be 
divine and proved it in various ways — but the point here 
is that he it was who took action to fulfill the ancient 
promise for the world. All the families of the earth were 
intended by God to receive the Blessing. Jesus Christ 
showed that he himself is the Blessing, and instituted the 
means to bring that Blessing to all the families of the earth. 
All this brings us to our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
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10: 16-23), in which Christ is preparing the Twelve for 
their universal mission. “Jesus said to his Apostles, I am 
sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as 
shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves .... On my 
account you will be brought before governors and kings as 
witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they 
arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. 
At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be 
you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you.” He is sending them out to witness to him 
before governors and kings and the Gentiles. What prophet 
before Jesus Christ envisaged attempting such a thing? 
Moses appeared before Pharaoh with demands and threats. 
Jonah preached to the Ninevites. But these were one-off 
interventions. Christ established his Church with a 
universal, world-wide mission. At the end of the Gospel 
from which our passage is taken, we read that Jesus said to 
the eleven, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
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nations ... and lo, I am with you always” (Matthew 28:18- 
19). In all this, Christ is unique. 

Each of us has received the Blessing which is Jesus 
Christ and union with him — if we have not, then we are 
certainly offered it. This is what God had promised to 
Abraham, and, indeed, at the dawn of human history in 
some way. We read in the Book of Genesis that God said 
to the Serpent who had deceived the woman, that “I will 
put enmity between ... your seed and her seed; he shall 
bruise your head” (3:15). We, each of us, are invited to 
take our stand with Jesus Christ and bring him to the 
families of the earth. Thus will the head of the Serpent be 
crushed. He is the One to whom the sceptre belongs, and 
to whom the nations are called to render obedience. If they 
so do, the promised Blessing will be theirs — that Blessing 
being life in abundance with God, both now and hereafter. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 10:16-23) 

“Zf is not you who will be speaking; the Spirit of your 
Father will be speaking in you.” 

Belief We ought look carefully at how we are 
living our Christian life and then ask ourselves whether we 
really do believe all that God has revealed. The test of our 
genuine acceptance of any particular doctrine is, do we act 
on it as if it is really true? What difference is it making to 
the course of our lives? For instance, we read in the 
Gospels that if we ask we shall receive, and that we ought 
pray unceasingly and never lose heart. If we truly believe 
our Lord and what he tells us in respect to this, we will 
then expect to have our prayers answered. If we do not 
expect this, we will sooner or later just give up on our Lord 
and cease persevering in our prayer for our request. Of 
course, we will also consider whether the petition we are 
making to God would be pleasing to him, bearing in mind 
also that despite our best intentions what we are asking 
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may not be in our interest at all. But my point here is that 
so very often the root problem in our Christian life is faith. 
So very often we do not really believe what our Lord tells 
us, and so we quietly ignore it and carry on as if it were a 
peripheral matter. But there is nothing peripheral in our 
Lord’s teaching. Consider what our Lord tells us in 
today’s Gospel (Matthew 10:16-23) in respect being 
persecuted in his name. I remember how a young boy I 
once knew refused to go to the Catholic school in his town. 
The reason for this refusal was the ridicule he was being 
subjected to by other boys of his age in the street where he 
lived. It was an overpowering form of persecution for that 
young child. Persecution can come. 

Persecution, ridicule, incomprehension and outright 
opposition can be present in a variety of contexts in 
everyday life be it in family, among friends, in our 
workplace. It can come from those even within the life of 
the Church who oppose the stand we take in favour of what 
the Church has declared. There can be ridicule, 
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indifference and hostility towards Catholicism in news 
reports and lead articles in the press and media, and among 
acquaintances with whom we have sporadic contact. 
Especially difficult can be the opposition of good and 
influential people. When caught up in a situation of 
tension and faced with the opposition of people who seem 
more talented, our courage can fail and we can fall silent or 
simply fail to bear witness. We may think we are 
abandoned in such a situation calling for our testimony, but 
we are not. Our Lord says that if we find ourselves in the 
midst of persecution and required to justify our actions in a 
persecuting milieu, we are not to “worry” how to do it. 
Our Lord, of course, means that we are not to worry in the 
manner of one who thinks he is abandoned. We are never 
abandoned to our own devices and limitations. “Do not 
worry about how to speak or what to say; what you are to 
say will be given to you when the time comes; because it is 
not you who will be speaking; the Spirit of your Lather will 
be speaking in you” (Matthew 10:16-23). Our Lord is not 
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saying that we ought not be taking measures throughout 
life to equip ourselves (through using means of formation) 
to bear witness under pressure. 

What Christ is saying is that we have a divine 
Companion who will always be within. He will give light 
to our minds and effect to our words. The Spirit of our 
Father will be speaking in us. But do I believe this? What 
difference is this truth, uttered by our Lord, making to my 
life? Let us resolve really to believe the word of Christ in 
this, as in everything. Both in the pursuit of sanctity and in 
the daily effort to bear witness before men especially when 
it is difficult, our prayer ought be, Come Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of your faithful. 







2434 


Saturday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Psalm 
105:1-4, 6-7; Matthew 10:24-33 

Jesus said, A student is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master. It is enough for the student to be 
like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head 
of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more 
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the members of his household! So do not be afraid of them. 
There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the 
dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, 
proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the 
One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not 
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And 
even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So 
don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 
Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also 
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But 
whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before 
my Father in heaven. (Matthew 10:24-33) 

The Master I have often noticed that many people 
vote for the political party for which their parents voted. 
There are any number of exceptions to this, but it has 
seemed to me sufficiently frequent as to constitute 
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something of a pattern. That is, in the last analysis people 
seem to act, think and agitate politically on preferences that 
are foundational to them. These basic preferences are 
formed from upbringing, environment and other past and 
friendly influences. Without perhaps realizing it, in basic 
and central issues people take their lead from what we 
might call “masters,” rather than simply from their own 
initial analysis. On the basis of that lead, they develop 
their positions. They follow authorities or masters, without 
their necessarily perceiving that they are being led, nor that 
the ones that have led them are in fact “authorities” to 
them. And this is right, proper and good. The challenge for 
every human being is not to utterly renounce this tendency 
to be open to and influenced by “masters,” but to ensure 
that the one leading them is right and truly reliable as a 
“master.” It is impossible that all “masters” be right and 
reliable for the simple reason that many “masters” are in 
direct conflict and contradiction with one another. Still, it 
is surely a mistake to reject the role of “authority” in the 
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attainment of truth. Mankind everywhere shows the place 
of the “master” in human thought. The issue is to get this 
right in terms of attaining the truth - and eventually to find 
the right master. We certainly ought learn from those who 
have taken a very wrong turn. Rene Descartes, for 
example, took a radically novel approach to the question of 
knowing reality. He decided that the only thing that was 
not open to doubt was, not that he knew things beyond 
himself, but just that he was thinking. This meant, he 
opined, that at least he, the one who was thinking, had to 
be existing. This starting point has led to the disaster of 
subjectivism and relativism, and the denial of the power of 
the mind to know with objective certitude. While this 
morass has afflicted many in the West, millions still follow 
“masters” of human thought and life. There are Buddhists, 
Zoroastrians, those who follow Confucius, fervent devotees 
of Mohamed’s teaching, and of course, followers of Jesus 
Christ. What each must do is make sure that the “master” 
they have adopted by force of circumstances or personal 
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decision is the right and reliable master, the one who takes 
a person to the objective truth. They cannot all be right. 
Jesus Christ said that he is the Light of the world. He is the 
Way and the Truth and the Life. 

I am quite sure that the average Muslim would see 
nothing wrong with polygamy. Why? He would see 
nothing wrong with it because Mohamed, his “master,” 
was a man of several wives. I suspect that a great deal of 
Muslim morality, both public and private, is guided in fact 
not just by the Koran, but by the life and doings of 
Mohamed. That is the starting point: it stems from they, 
the students, intending to be like their teacher; they, the 
servants (let us say) aiming to be like their master. I say 
this, even though the Muslim does not have Mohamed as 
the Centre of his religion — Allah is its only Centre and 
Object. Mohamed is his Prophet, so says the Muslim. 
Now, there is no doubt about the matter for the Christian. 
Jesus Christ is absolutely the “master.” The Christian 
religion is not just a religion of a sacred Book, though it 
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does have most sacred Books, but their purpose is simply 
to bring the Christian to the Person of the “master” who is 
Jesus Christ. Christ is the Centre and Object of his religion 
because Christ is not only man, but divine. He is the One 
who gives life in abundance. Yes, Jesus Christ stated that 
he is the only way to the Father. He is the resurrection and 
the life, in that the one who believes in him will live 
forever. He is the “master” for all mankind, and all the 
nations are called by God to become his disciples. “Listen 
to him,” the Father said from the cloud on the high 
Mountain, where Christ stood transfigured before his three 
disciples. Moreover, Jesus Christ proved himself by what 
he did and by what he showed himself to be. So it is the 
greatest service to mankind to bring the knowledge of him 
to others such that they accept him as Lord, as the one to 
whom has been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords, and no other 
“master” is as he. All of this brings us to our Gospel today 
(Matthew 10:24-33), for our Lord tells us that as the 
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master, so the disciple. In other words, our path in life 
finds its guide and model in him. “A student is not above 
his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for 
the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his 
master.” Our Lord spells this out: it will be a difficult road 
for all who understand that he is the “master,” but they are 
not to fear the difficulties. “If the head of the house has 
been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his 
household! So do not be afraid of them.” All that is to be 
feared, is offending God. 

In one of his writings prior to his becoming Pope, 
Benedict XVI said that each person has to learn how to 
live. This is the art of arts. Now, for this we have the one 
true “master.” Our following of him is not based primarily 
on our own intellectual efforts and agreement with the 
teachings of this “master.” It is based on our acceptance of 
the transcendent authority of his divine Person. Because it 
was he who said it, on this basis do we accept it. This is an 
acceptance, an act of faith, which is infused with love for 
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his Person. We love our “master,” and this love leads us to 
follow in his footsteps and obey his commands, which 
bring eternal life. Let us take our stand with him, then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 10:24-33) 

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul ” 

Human Respect There is always the danger in 
society of being tempted to do what is wrong - for fear of 
being ridiculed or isolated for doing what is right. Some 
forty-five years ago I remember a priest involved in 
formation who was constantly insisting on the danger of 
human respect. He was referring to the effect on our 
conduct of fearing the disapproval of others and their bad 
opinion. That fear of what others may think is in itself 
natural because it springs from our desire to live in union 
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and harmony with others. We are made to live in society, 
and living in society theoretically ought help us to live as 
we should. For instance, one of the perennial reasons why 
persons who wish to seek holiness of life join a religious 
community of some kind is that the community will by its 
approval of the right things and disapproval of the wrong 
things, support their aspirations to sanctity day by day. 
That is the theory and it is a thoroughly sound one, fully 
supported by the Church, provided the community itself 
does not depart from the right path in its ethos, and its 
ethical and religious judgments. But (as has happened in 
the Church's history) if such a departure gradually occurs 
and the community comes to disapprove of the right things 
and approve of the wrong things, an individual member of 
that community may be tempted to do things that are 
wrong for motives of human respect. He may know what 
is right because of the directive of a higher authority (say, 
the teaching Church), but many of his own religious 
community may not agree with this directive and may look 
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with silent disapproval on those who do. There will be the 
danger there of human respect: doing what is wrong for 
fear of attracting the disapproval of others. 

The temptation to act for motives of human respect is 
actually far more prevalent than my example may suggest. 
It is a very real temptation for any Christian in a secular 
society or in any society that diverges in its values from his 
own — such as, for instance in a very Islamic society. The 
fear can be overwhelming and can lead in both little and 
great matters to disowning the tenets of one’s faith. Simon 
Peter found himself near our Lord at the beginning of his 
Passion and, due to fear, he thrice disowned even knowing 
our Lord. For his part, our Lord time and again in his 
instructions to his disciples warned them that following in 
his footsteps would involve undergoing persecution. “The 
disciple is not superior to his teacher, nor the slave to his 
master”, our Lord tells us in today’s Gospel. “If they have 
called the master of the house Beelzebul, what will they 
not say of his household?” Just as he was persecuted, so 
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too, our Lord tells us, his disciple must expect some form 
of persecution. The point of our Lord’s instructions here, 
though, is that we are not to be at the mercy of fear. “Do 
not be afraid of them therefore .... Do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.” What is 
the key to overcoming this fear that incapacitates the 
Christian in his readiness to bear witness? Our Lord’s 
words today suggest the answer. “Fear him rather who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell” (Matthew 10:24-33). 
That is to say, be filled with a realization of the true and 
ultimate realities, that life is short and eternity long, and 
that with eternity there is only heaven or hell. God and 
God alone is the Lord of all. Ever remember the love and 
holiness of the Father and his final and irrevocable 
judgment. 

In respect to this life and whatever may happen during 
it, let us remember that all is in the hands of our loving 
Father: “every hair on your head has been counted ... you 
are worth more than hundreds of sparrows.” Therefore let 
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us pray for the courage, the due discretion, and the love for 
Christ to declare ourselves for him in the presence of men, 
for our Lord assures us that if we do, “I will declare myself 
for him in the presence of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 
10:24-33). 


Vb»©«dv 
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Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 7:12-15; Psalm 85:9-14; 

Ephesians 1:3-14 or Ephesians 1:3-10; Mark 6:7-13 
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Calling the Twelve to him, Jesus sent them out two by 
two and gave them authority over evil spirits. These were 
his instructions: Take nothing for the journey except a staff 
— no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear sandals 
but not an extra tunic. Whenever you enter a house, stay 
there until you leave that town. And if any place will not 
welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet 
when you leave, as a testimony against them. They went 
out and preached that people should repent. They drove 
out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil 
and healed them. (Mark 6:7-13) 

The Church There is an old saying — and of 
course it is an exaggeration — that familiarity breeds 
contempt. The real point of this maxim is that we can 
easily be blind to the value of things (or persons) with 
which we are very familiar, and as a result, not respect nor 
take full advantage of those blessings. Members of a 
family can easily take one another for granted and drift 
apart. One can take one’s own country for granted — 
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perhaps a very peaceful and prosperous one — precisely 
because one is so used to it, and so familiar with its 
prosperity. We can so very easily be lacking in a 
wholesome wonder for and understanding of the blessings 
that we continually enjoy. The same applies to our 
membership in Christ’s Catholic Church. It is God’s 
family and the beginning of our true homeland. Jesus our 
Lord is its living head and treasure. We, though, can take 
our membership in it for granted, and as a result not make 
full use of the blessings therein which we enjoy from God. 
St Paul writes that in Christ is to be found every heavenly 
blessing, and Christ is the great and principal reality within 
the Church, which is his body. It is God’s family, and 
were it not for the loving choice and providence of God 
any one of us could have been born outside of it, or even 
into a family of a positively atheistic outlook. In an age 
marked by astronomical numbers of abortions we might 
not have even been bom. We ought resolve to appreciate 
what the Church really is, and to count our heavenly 
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blessings. In our Gospel passage today (Mark 6:7-13), our 
Lord is portrayed summoning the Twelve and sending 
them out in pairs to preach repentance, to cast out devils 
and heal the sick — as he himself had done. So, right at 
the beginning when our Lord was preparing the 
foundations of his Church which would be born of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, he was sending out his apostles on 
mission. It pointed to his final charge to them on the 
Mountain in Galilee (Matthew 28), that they go out to all 
creation, making disciples of all the nations. The Church 
was to be Catholic, which is to say, universal in the sense 
of announcing the whole Christ, in the fullness of his body 
the Church, and implanting it everywhere. 

At the coming of the promised Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost establishing the infant Church, the very first 
action of the Church in the person of Peter was to preach to 
the many nations, and draw into her fold a large body that 
represented all the nations. The Church became Catholic 
instantly. Consider what happened. Peter preached to the 
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crowd that had gathered in response to the great sound of 
the coming of the Spirit. It was a crowd not made up of 
Jews alone but of "devout men living in Jerusalem from 
every nation under heaven.” Every nation, we are told, 
was represented in that crowd. There were Parthians, 
Medes and Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judaea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia, Egypt, Libya 
and visitors from Rome. So, in preaching to that 
remarkably diverse and large group gathered before Peter 
and the apostles, th e first thing the infant Church did was to 
fulfil the task our Lord had given it which was to preach 
Him to all the nations, to the whole world. About three 
thousand became believers. These immediate events 
confirmed the Church’s nature and vocation to be Catholic, 
universal in composition, from its beginnings. Beyond 
what it revealed about the catholic and missionary 
character of the Church, the coming together of that 
singularly diverse crowd and its embrace of Christ as 
preached by Peter, served as a sign of something 
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fundamental about the human race, too, and the vocation 
of every man and woman. It is that all men are called by 
God to gather together into this catholic or universal unity 
of Christ’s Church. The reason for this is that all mankind 
is called by God to be, as St Paul puts it, incorporated into 
Christ. He is the only Saviour of the world, the only way 
to the Father, the way, the truth and the life for all. Man’s 
calling is to be in Jesus, to live in him and to become 
transformed into his likeness. Now, where is this Christ 
who is for the entire world? Christ-for-the-world is present 
and available in his Church, the Church Catholic, of which 
he is the head. The entire Person of Christ, together with 
all the means he left for union with him, are to be found in 
the Church he founded on the rock of Peter and the 
Apostles. For this reason mankind has the vocation to 
enter into membership of the Catholic and Roman Church, 
and in this way to enter into union with Christ, our God 
and Saviour. To understand mankind, then, we must 
understand this point. Christ’s Catholic Church is the place 
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where mankind is intended by God to discover and effect 
its unity and salvation. This is because Christ is there. 

Because it is the Person of Christ who dominates and 
vivifies the Church through the presence of his Holy Spirit, 
and because all mankind is called to enter into union with 
Christ who is to be found in the Church his body, the 
Church is called to go out to the whole world. In one way 
or another, respectfully and in the manner of a dialogue, 
the Church's mission is to invite people to discover the 
Person of Jesus who dwells within her. Their vocation is to 
put their entire faith in him as their Saviour and their God. 
Christ’s Church is Catholic, it is the one Catholic Church 
everywhere, in union with Peter. For this reason we who 
are Christ's faithful and members of his Church are all 
called to be apostolic in our everyday life, sharing in the 
mission of Christ’s Catholic Church to bring him to all the 
nations, both within the ambient of our daily life and, as far 
as we can, beyond. 
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Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.830-856 (The church is catholic; mission is a 
consequence.) 
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Monday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 1:8-14, 22; Psalm 124: lb-8; 
Matthew 10:34-11:1 

Jesus said, Do not suppose that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. For I have come to turn a man against his father, a 
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daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law — a man’s enemies will be the members 
of his own household. Anyone who loves his father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me 
is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. He who 
receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives 
the one who sent me. Anyone who receives a prophet 
because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, 
and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a 
righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. And 
if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he 
will certainly not lose his reward. After Jesus had finished 
instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to 
teach and preach in the towns of Galilee. (Matthew 10:34- 
11 : 1 ) 
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Being worthy of Him Our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 10:34-11:1) is part of our Lord’s instructions to 
his twelve disciples on his sending them out to “the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” (10:5-42). It is a new stage in 
his public ministry. In the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord 
gives an overall coverage of his teaching to “his disciples” 
(5:1), although somehow it also involved the “crowds”, for 
at the end of it they were astonished at his teaching (7:28- 
29). Then he launched into his public ministry in 
Capernaum, the area of the Lake of Galilee, the country of 
the Gadarenes, and in “all the towns and villages” (9:35). 
At this point he calls to himself his twelve disciples — we 
are given their names — and gave them powers to cast out 
demons, to heal “every disease and every infirmity,” and 
the mission of proclaiming that the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. Judas Iscariot was among them. Our Lord’s 
instructions to them on this early mission are also given. 
Interestingly, we read that they are to “go nowhere among 
the Gentiles” nor among the Samaritans (10:5), but a little 
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later there are allusions to their future missions among the 
Gentiles. We read that “they will deliver you up to 
councils, and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be 
dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear 
testimony before them and the Gentiles” (10:17-18). So, in 
the very early stages of initiating the Twelve into his 
mission, our Lord was also instructing them for the more 
distant future. Our Lord promises a share in his powers but 
also a very demanding life involving persecution and the 
hatred of men. In fact, this is the main point that comes 
through in this body of instruction: they must expect 
persecution and difficulty. They must learn not to fear 
displeasing men which is what assuredly will happen, but 
to fear displeasing God. One wonders whether this was at 
least one factor in the gradual disaffection of Judas Iscariot. 
It will not be all glory and messianic triumph. Our passage 
today is a reiteration of this: “Do not think that I have come 
to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but 
a sword” (10:34). That is to say, it will not mean peace for 
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our Lord’s disciples, especially those disciples who 
actively share in his mission of proclaiming the kingdom of 
heaven. It will mean for them a sword — and mention of a 
sword reminds us of the prophecy of Simeon to Mary, 
Christ’s mother, that a sword would pierce her very soul 
(Luke 2:35). 

Our Lord makes it clear that he stands in the tradition 
of the prophets. “He who receives a prophet because he is 
a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward, and he who 
receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man 
shall receive a righteous man’s reward” (10:41). Those 
who receive Jesus Christ as one sent by God and as a 
righteous man, will receive their reward. This the disciples 
can expect themselves and can promise those who receive 
them. Still, it will be very tough work. “For I have come 
to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
and a man’s foes will be those of his own household” 
(10:35). That is to say, their stand for Jesus Christ and his 
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teaching could evoke the most acute opposition, at times, 
from within the circles of a person’s most important 
friendships. Of course, our Lord is not directing his 
disciples and those who accept their word about Jesus 
Christ to provoke and aggravate division by how and what 
they say, let alone within the most sacred of circles, the 
family. He is saying that they must be prepared for it, if it 
were to come — and the course of history has shown that 
time and again this has come from testifying to the truth of 
Jesus Christ. One of the most agonizing features of St 
Thomas More’s stand against Henry VIII’s course against 
the papacy was the incomprehension of his beloved family. 
There was no help for it because they simply could not 
comprehend him. With but a few exceptions, the country’s 
very clergy were accepting the new situation. How was it 
that he was taking such an individual line, with so much 
danger to himself and upheaval to his own family whom he 
loved so much? It was a case that exemplified our Lord’s 
prophecy in our passage today. But our Lord is clear: “He 
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who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me” — and Thomas More loved his daughter 
very much, and she loved him greatly. The issue is one of 
witness to the truth of God. The truth revealed by God is 
supreme, and it is this which our Lord said he had come to 
bear witness to. As he stood before Pilate, he said that he 
had been born into the world to bear witness to the truth, 
and those who were of the truth listen to his voice (John 
18:37). It involves the cross: “he who does not take his 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:38). 

While this is in the tradition of the prophets who 
suffered persecution because they proclaimed the word of 
God, in our Lord’s case there is a critically important 
difference. He himself is the object of the disciple’s 
devotion. The question is, are we worthy of him? — of 
him, Jesus Christ. “He who loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me” (10:37). It is 
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the greatest privilege to be chosen to be a friend of Jesus 
Christ and to live in him by faith and by God’s grace. For 
this have we been chosen by God. Life’s challenge is to 
prove oneself worthy of this by being faithful to the love of 
Jesus Christ above all else, and to live all aspects of one’s 
vocation, whatever it may be, in union with him. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 10:34-11:1) 

“Jesus said to his apostles: ‘Do not suppose that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth ”’ 

Peace All men want happiness. All want peace. 
God’s plan for us is that we be happy and that we live in 
peace. When our Lord was born the angels appeared to the 
shepherds in the environs of Bethlehem to announce glory 
to God in the highest and peace on earth to men of good 
will. In the beatitudes our Lord taught that the 
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peacemakers were blessed, and that they would be called 
the children of God. He himself was a man of peace. On 
one occasion as he was passing through Samaria, the 
Samaritans were unwilling to let him stop in one of their 
towns because he was on his way to Jerusalem. At least 
two of his disciples reacted violently, but our Lord rebuked 
them and quietly moved on to another town. At the Last 
Supper our Lord told his disciples not to let their hearts be 
troubled, and that he was giving them a share in his peace. 
But our Lord makes very clear to his apostles in today’s 
Gospel that his bringing the peace of God to the world is 
not a simple matter. There was a very real sense in which 
he had not come to bring peace to the earth but conflict. 
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth; it is not peace I have come to bring, but a sword. For 
I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother- 
in-law. A man’s enemies will be those of his own 
household.” 
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That is to say, the first thing our Lord expects of his 
disciples is not peace at any price, but love for him at any 
price. Our Lord in today’s Gospel makes it very clear that 
as far as he is concerned he will accept nothing less than 
being the absolute object of our heart’s desire, and his 
teaching the guide of our life. “Anyone who prefers father 
or mother to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers 
son or daughter to me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 
10:34-11:1). We immediately think of great personalities 
such as St Thomas More, in prison because of his refusal to 
forego Catholic teaching in favour of the desires of King 
Henry VIII. His wife and daughter appealed to him to get 
his priorities right and take account of his family and 
indeed the views of the churchmen of the realm. But no, 
he preferred Christ and his Church before all others. While 
this brought conflict for him, it also brought a higher 
peace: as he said after having made his decision, “the field 
is won”. He had won the conflict, and peace was his. All 
men are called to know, love and serve Jesus as Lord, and 
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in this will lie the peace of the world. Jesus is the only way 
to the Father, and he is the way, the truth and the life. In 
him and in fidelity to his word lie the peace of individuals 
and of the world, and the mission of Christ’s faithful in the 
Church is to bear witness to this in the world of their 
everyday life. 

It will mean the cross, and as our Lord tells us in 
today’s Gospel, “anyone who does not take his cross and 
follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me.” The path to 
peace lies not simply in choosing any kind of peace, but the 
peace of God which comes from adhering to Christ and his 
word. In our Western democratic societies there can be the 
temptation to compromise on profoundly important matters 
(such as abortion, bioethics, etc.) for the sake of peace. 
Our model in what it means to be a peacemaker is not any 
kind of peacemaker, but the Son of God who said blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of 
God. 
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Tuesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 2:l-15a; Psalm 69:3, 14, 30-31, 
33-34; Matthew 11:20-24 

Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most 
of his miracles had been performed, because they did not 
repent. Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If 
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the miracles that were performed in you had been 
performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be 
more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment 
than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to 
the skies? No, you will go down to Hades. If the miracles 
that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, 
it would have remained to this day. But I tell you that it 
will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment 
than for you. (Matthew 11:20-24) 

Repent! Our passage today contains a clear 
statement by our Lord on a fundamental expectation which 
God has of man. In the presence of Jesus Christ and his 
teaching, man must repent. If he does not, the Blessing 
offered to him will come to nothing in his life. Our Lord’s 
public ministry began with his baptism. He who was 
sinless — because of which John the Baptist did not wish 
to baptize him (Matthew 3:14) — took the part of sinners 
and received John’s baptism of repentance from sin. It 
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showed not only his chosen identification with sinful man, 
but his confirmation of the immense importance of the 
confession of sin and the intention to repent — which 
John’s baptism symbolized. Following his rejection of 
temptations by Satan to sin and the commencement of his 
public ministry, his first proclamation was that people 
repent, for the kingdom of heaven was near. The kingdom 
of heaven, of course, was present in its fullness and 
available to all in his own Person. But it was not enough to 
see him and draw near to him, nor even to receive from 
him certain great blessings such as healing or deliverance 
from demonic possession. Our Lord’s message was that 
people repent. This was the critical step if people were 
truly to enter the kingdom of heaven — which in the 
fullness of time was revealed to consist in union with him 
and sharing his divine life. Indeed, not even accepting his 
call to follow him constituted the fullness or essence of 
repentance as such, although obviously it was part of the 
process. For instance, very early in our Lord’s ministry he 



2469 


began to call disciples. This was clearly of the essence of 
his ministry, and it would be of the essence of the ministry 
he would impart to his Church (Matthew 28:19). He called 
Simon and Andrew to follow him, and did the same with 
James and John, and all four left their nets and followed 
him (Matthew 4:18-22). This leaving behind of much of 
their life was part of the process, but it did not constitute 
the kernel of repentance from sin. This had to develop if 
they were to follow him in earnest, and in the case of at 
least one of the Twelve it did not. Judas was one of those 
called to be of the Twelve (Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:19). He 
began desirous of following Jesus and with such promise. 
He accepted the divine call and lived closely with the Lord 
himself. But manifestly, he did not repent. The town of 
Capernaum had our Lord living with them, but they too did 
not repent. The results were serious. 

The result of not repenting is, according to our Lord’s 
own words addressed to the people with whom he lived, 
the prospect of hell (Matthew 11:20-24). It is as serious as 



2470 


that — and by definition this means being shut out of the 
kingdom of heaven. “And you, Capernaum, will you be 
lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to Hades” 
(11:23). There is no prophet in all of the Scriptures who 
spoke of heaven and hell as much as Jesus Christ, and 
repentance is the critical step. This was carried over in the 
very first preaching of Simon Peter, the Rock of the 
Church, following the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost bringing the Church to birth. What does Peter 
say? Standing with the Eleven, he declares that the 
promised Spirit has been poured out in fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Joel and as a result of the passion, death, 
resurrection and glorification of Jesus as Messiah (Acts 
2:14-36). This moved all his hearers to the heart, and they 
asked the critical question: “Brothers, what should we do?” 
Peter gave the answer: “Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 2:37-38). Repentance is of the essence in entering 
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the kingdom of God, which consists in living in Jesus 
Christ and sharing his divine life by faith and baptism. But 
now, what is it to repent? There are many conceptions of 
this, and it is critical that we have the right conception 
because the flowering of sanctity in our life depends on it. 
As St Paul writes, this is the will of God, your 
sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3). But then he spells 
out what that means for us. We must abstain from immoral 
behaviour: lust, injustice and other sins. That is, we must 
amend. We must change in our practice. It has to be a 
very practical business, and not merely a pining after 
“holiness.” Our Lord had something to say about this. He 
said that “it is not those who say to me, ‘Lord, Lord!’ who 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will 
of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). What this means 
is that we cannot regard “repentance” as a mere one-off 
event, let alone a mere experience of regret for sin in the 
presence of God, although this is a constitutive part of it. It 
involves also an ongoing and very practical attack on the 
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tendencies to sin in our life. It means a daily examination 
of conscience, and a constant renewal of our combat 
against our specific areas of struggle with sin. 

There is a highly approved manual of conversion to 
the will of God written by St Ignatius Loyola. It is entitled 
The Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. The first great stage 
of this program that Loyola designed is given over to the 
renunciation of sin. The foundational principle is stated 
that man is to be attached to God alone, and to all else in 
God and according to his will. That being understood, the 
effort is then directed to repentance from sin. But the 
manual makes it clear that this includes a daily 
examination of conscience from then on. It also means 
sustaining a particular focus on specific areas of personal 
struggle with sin. This enemy has to be combated, one by 
one, and for the whole of life. Our sanctification requires 
repentance, which includes the long and practical business 
of fighting sin. 
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Second reflection: 

Trust in God I remember years ago watching a 
gritty Western movie. A man with his wife and child were 
cornered by a gang of ruthless criminals, but amid all the 
gunfire they were holding that gang successfully at bay. 
Finally, in desperation the criminals made an offer that if 
the man and his family surrendered, they would be given 
safe passage to depart. The man asked if he had their 
solemn word for this, and on being assured of it, he 
surrendered. But once in the hands of the criminals, the 
chief of them ordered him to be hanged. With great 
composure before this catastrophic turn of fortune the man 
asked that his wife and child be allowed to go free, and 
they were allowed. Fie then quickly knelt down and said 
his final prayers after which he was hanged. He displayed 
courage, composure and control of fear while facing a 
dishonourable betrayal and death. His immediate turn to 
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prayer just before death showed that the source of his 
victory over fear lay in his faith in God. By contrast to this 
scene, I remember reading an Australian novel years ago 
— I think it might have been Henry Handel Richardson’s 
The Fortunes of Richard Mahony — and one scene in it I 
vividly recall, though the names of the characters escape 
me. The novel’s main character was attending the 
deathbed of a close friend and as the final moment 
approached, he stepped forward and said to the dying man, 
“Have no fear of death, John!” They were dramatic and 
memorable words, but they contained little to justify them 
because the parties were not religious. There did not 
appear in the narrative any basis for not fearing death. The 
scene, though full of rhetoric, did not withstand further 
reflection. It was unconvincing. 

At one stage in the life of the prophet Isaiah, the holy 
city of Jerusalem was facing a great threat of invasion by 
Aram and Israel. We read that “the heart of the king and 
the hearts of the people shuddered as the trees of a forest 
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shudder in front of the wind.” It was with good reason that 
they feared. But God instructed the prophet Isaiah to go to 
king Ahaz and to say to him: “Pay attention, keep calm, 
have no fear, do not let your heart sink because of these 
two” invaders (Isaiah 7:4). The source of the king’s 
courage was to be the word of the Lord, and standing by 
him: “But if you do not stand by me, you will not stand at 
all.” Several centuries later, our Lord’s disciples were out 
in their boat battling heavy waves, and our Lord came to 
them across the water. They cried out in fear, but he said 
“Courage, It is I. Do not be afraid” (Matthew 14:27). Our 
Lord did not want them to be at the mercy of fear, rather 
they were to find courage in him. In one of his discourses 
our Lord told his disciples not to fear those who are able to 
kill the body but not the soul. Yet we remember our 
Lord’s agony in the Garden at the beginning of his Passion. 
He feared what was coming on him, but he was not at the 
mercy of that fear. In fact he overcame it by placing his 
trust in his heavenly Father: “Take this chalice away from 
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me, but not as I will, but as you will.” Our Lord’s rock 
was his heavenly Father and his Father’s will. Part and 
parcel of the Christian life is to be faithful to this 
instruction of our Lord’s that we not give in to fear, but 
that rather we trust in him entirely. The one Person we 
must fear to displease is God himself and disobeying his 
holy will. As our Lord tells us, “fear him rather who has 
power to cast body and soul into hell.” 

On the tomb of Blessed Mary MacKillop in the St 
Joseph convent chapel in North Sydney there is written the 
moving phrase, “Trust in God”. It is this trust in God 
which enables us to overcome fear. This has been the 
message of revealed religion. From Abraham, the 
Patriarchs, Moses, the prophets to Jesus Christ himself, the 
message is: trust and do not fear. 
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Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12; Psalm 103: lb-4, 6-7; 
Matthew 11:25-27 

At that time Jesus said, I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
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children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All 
things have been committed to me by my Father. No-one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no-one knows the 
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. (Matthew 11:25-27) 

Little Children Once during John Henry 

Newman’s Anglican years he recounted a story involving 
acquaintances of his among the Anglican clergy. A few of 
them were touring Ireland together and happened to meet 
an Irish boy who lived on one of the poor farms of that 
district. The boy had scarcely any formal education, and 
they began to chat with him, interested to know how much 
he knew of the Christian faith — the boy being Catholic, of 
course. They assumed that his religious knowledge would 
be shot through with superstitions and tangled notions of 
Mary, the saints and other matters peripheral to what they 
deemed the essence of Christianity. They themselves, 
being Anglicans of the first half of the nineteenth century, 
were from an English religious culture which was sceptical 
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of dogma and revealed doctrine — and it was precisely 
against this that the Oxford Movement of the 1830s had set 
its face. The small group of Anglican friends touring 
Ireland were astonished at the religious knowledge of the 
Irish boy. He had little formal culture but he knew his 
Catechism and was able to answer their questions with 
promptitude and clarity. In fact, in this he surpassed his 
questioners. He demonstrated not merely rote knowledge 
of his faith, but a personal faith in the Christian Creed, the 
essentials of which he knew from the instruction in the 
Catechism which he had received from his parents and 
parish priest. The small English party themselves were 
caught up in doubts and controversy about the contents of 
the Creed, which was the object of suspicion and denial by 
many of the English intelligentsia of the day. Of course, 
those intelligentsia would have despised the religious 
knowledge of the boy, but the little Anglican party had the 
wisdom to be singularly impressed with the artless and 
unhesitating utterances of the lad from the farm. The boy 
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thereupon disappeared into the mists of nineteenth-century 
Ireland. His name is unknown as is his history, and were it 
not for the fact that Newman mentioned the incident in 
correspondence with a friend, we would never have known 
of him. But he illustrates our Lord’s words in our Gospel 
passage today: “At that time Jesus said, I praise you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them 
to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good 
pleasure.” In this, the least can be found to be well ahead 
of the greatest. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, a Corsican, was raised a 
Catholic and died, on the remote St Helena, a Catholic. 
But during his life he can scarcely be said to have believed 
Catholicism much. Broadly, he was among the “wise and 
learned” to which our Lord refers. He rose meteorically, 
dominated Europe from France to Russia, arrested and 
imprisoned the Pope, and used religion for his own 
practical purposes. Then he fell with a great crash, perhaps 
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attaining wiser moments in respect to his religion during 
his final days gaoled out in the middle of the seas. During 
his heyday and unbeknown to him were the various “little 
children,” to use our Lord’s own words — the likes of the 
young Jean Vianney, Jean Colin and others who knew God 
their Father. They would become saints and paragons of 
influence on behalf of Jesus Christ. They far surpassed 
Bonaparte in what really mattered. Again, during the time 
of the French Revolution and the first half of Napoleon’s 
rule, and emerging again after his fall, an important figure 
on the scene was one who had been a Catholic bishop. I 
refer to the able and cunning Tallyrand (Charles Maurice 
de Talleyrand-Perigord). In 1789, through the influence of 
his father and family, the already notably non-believing 
Talleyrand had been appointed Bishop of Autun. He was 
excommunicated in 1791 by Pope Pius VI for his role 
hostile to the Church during the French Revolution. The 
new Pope, Pius VII, released him from the ban of 
excommunication in the Concordat of 1801. Later he 
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laicized Talleyrand — an event most uncommon. He too 
can be classed among the “wise and learned” of our Lord’s 
words, but he was, in terms of religion, a disgrace. 
Fortunately, it seems that Talleyrand died reconciled to the 
Church and with the Sacraments. The contrast between 
“the wise and the learned” and the “little children” to 
whom the Father reveals “these things” taught by Christ, 
could scarcely be greater when thinking of him. These 
examples dramatically illustrate the distance and contrast 
between the two groups cited by our Lord. God sees and 
judges not as man sees and judges. No matter who we are 
nor what might be our station in life or gifts, the issue is 
whether we have accepted God’s revelation and are living 
according to it. 

Our Lord said during his prayer at the Last Supper 
that eternal life is this, to know you, Father, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent. God made us to know, love 
and serve him — and the first is to know him. For this, we 
depend on the grace and choice of God. “Yes, Father, for 
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this was your good pleasure. All things have been 
committed to me by my Father. No-one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no-one knows the Father except the 
Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him” 
(Matthew 11:25-27). Let us pray that we shall be counted 
among the “little children” taught by the Father and his Son 
Jesus Christ, through the grace of the Holy Spirit. Thus 
will eternal life be ours. Ultimately nothing else matters, 
no matter how the world might judge us. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 11:25-27) 

“Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father ” 

Father, Son and Spirit It has often been said, and 
said rightly, that the way to God is through the humanity of 
Jesus Christ. That is to say, it is by knowing and loving the 
man Jesus that we come to know and love the living God 
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because Jesus is God and is the image of the Father, and is 
the one way to him. In this, of course, consists the 
uniqueness of Jesus in history. At their best, the great 
founders of man’s religions point to God as they conceive 
him to be. Christ himself is the object of man’s searching 
because he is God. Now, we notice in the Gospels how our 
Lord expresses immense mysteries in very simple terms. 
In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 11:25-27) he 
exclaims in prayer to the Father that “everything has been 
entrusted to me by my Father and no one knows the Son 
except the Father”. What, then, has the Father entrusted to 
the Son? From all eternity the Father has entrusted his 
very Self to the Son in a total self-gift of love that is 
reciprocated in love by the Son. This action of mutual self¬ 
giving in love is the Holy Spirit. Indeed, the very Being 
(though not the Person) of the Father is that of the Son, just 
as the Being of the Father and of the Son is the Being of 
the Holy Spirit. What a Person is Christ Jesus! Moreover, 
the plan of the Father for the redemption of the world is 



2485 


entrusted to the Son entirely. Consider with what 
responsibility our Lord viewed his charge! The Father had 
entrusted everything to him, full of trust and confidence in 
his only-begotten Son. We sense how the Son is the object 
of the Father’s love, and how, therefore, he is to be the 
object of mankind’s love and dedication. 

While the Son is the object of the Father’s love and of 
man’s religious search and yearning, the Son wants us to 
know the Father as he knows him. Indeed, he came to 
reveal the Father. In his public ministry our Lord was 
continually referring to the Father, and when his disciples 
asked him to teach them to pray, he taught them the “Our 
Father,” the prayer addressed to the Father. Mysteriously, 
by knowing the Son we shall know the Father: “Phillip, he 
who sees me sees the Father,” he said. In this, there is a 
reciprocal and mutual action between the Father and the 
Son, for while Christ reveals the plan of the Father for 
man’s redemption, it is the Father who makes clear to the 
little ones, “mere children,” “these things” that Jesus is 



2486 


revealing. The Father also reveals who Jesus really is, for 
“no one knows the Son except the Father.” We remember 
how, at our Lord's baptism, the Father revealed Jesus to be 
his beloved Son in whom he is well pleased. JJe revealed 
to John the Baptist that Jesus was the Messiah who would 
take away the sin of the world, and John the Baptist told 
his disciples that God had revealed this to him. When our 
Lord asked his disciples who they themselves said he was, 
Simon Peter spoke up telling him he was the Christ the Son 
of the living God. Our Lord told Simon Peter that it was 
the Father who had revealed this to him. At the 
Transfiguration, the Father told the three disciples who 
accompanied our Lord on the mount that Jesus was his 
beloved Son, the One they were to listen to. It was the 
Father who revealed Jesus to them. 

The upshot of it all is that the Son is ever revealing 
the Father, and the Father is constantly revealing the Son. 
All this is done by the power of the Holy Spirit. At the 
Last Supper our Lord said that “eternal life is this, to know 
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you, Father, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Let us 
place ourselves in the scene of our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 11:25-27) and ask for the grace to become very 
Trinitarian in our spiritual life, which is to say, filled with a 
realization that the one God is three divine Persons, and 
that we share their divine life. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 3: 13-20; Psalm 104; 

Matthew 11: 28-30 

Jesus said, Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
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and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:28-30) 

Rest for the Soul One of the most ancient of 
human issues is suffering and the experience of evil: the 
fact of being overburdened. In our Gospel passage today, 
our Lord addresses man as one who is weary and 
overburdened. This human situation and the cry for an 
answer features in ancient literature as in modern — 
consider, say, the ancient Book of Job. Many have looked 
on this extensive document as but a parable after the 
manner of Christ’s own stories. Catholic commentators, 
the Scriptures themselves and the Fathers of the Church 
have generally held Job to have been an historical 
personage. Job and his friends; the region where he lived; 
his good fortune and virtues; the great misfortune that 
overwhelmed him; the patience with which he bore it; the 
restoration of his prosperity; the discussion of the origin of 
his sufferings and the views expressed - all this may be 
considered to be basically historical. The Book is based on 



2490 


fact, but containing many additions that are not strictly 
historical — such as, perhaps, the arrangement of the 
arguments in the dispute portrayed in the Book. 
Importantly, revealed religion and the Church teach that 
the author of the Book was inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
Interestingly, the protagonist Job does not belong to the 
chosen people. In the text, he and the other characters 
show no knowledge of the institutions of Israel. The divine 
revelation made to the Patriarchs and to Moses is never 
referred to. Nevertheless, Job and his friends venerated the 
one true God who is presented as the source of the answer 
to the problem being explored. While the Book is 
extraordinary for its probing of the problem of evil and its 
divinely-given solution, the issue being explored is also to 
be found in ancient Egyptian and Babylonian texts. It is 
possible that these texts may have been known by the 
inspired author. Half a millennium or more before Christ, 
the inspired author, appropriating the material he had at 
hand on Job, teaches that suffering and calamity are not 
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always and necessarily divine punishment for sin. The 
upright may be allowed afflictions as a test of virtue, and 
God has his mysterious ways. So here we have a lengthy 
document at least two and a half thousand years in use, if 
not much longer, wrestling with a gripping problem and 
attaining a partial answer. It faces the fact of an innocent 
person afflicted with suffering. It does not deny that fact, 
nor the fact of a wise, good and almighty God. In our 
Gospel today, our Lord addresses the issue of suffering and 
burdened man, an issue ever ancient, ever new, and present 
across the globe. Perhaps as much as a century later than 
the inspired author using the story of Job, there wandered 
on the Indian continent one who was to be influential 
indeed — and a man exercised by the same problem of 
suffering. I refer to Gautama, the Buddha. Because of the 
span of time being several centuries between the Buddha’s 
life and his earliest extant biographies, it is acknowledged 
that hard historical fact about him is difficult to attain. 
After Gautama’s death his disciples bestowed on him the 
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title of Buddha, i.e. “the enlightened one” — enlightened 
because of his having gained his intellectual breakthrough 
on the problem of suffering. It seems that his father ruled 
over a small community on the southern border of the 
district now known as Nepal. Overcome with the problem 
of suffering and despising the pleasures of the world, 
Gautama retired to the forest where he spent time in self- 
discipline, pondering the way to attain salvation. But 
peace still eluded him. So he gave up rigorous 
mortifications as fruitless, and devoted himself to long and 
earnest meditation, the result of which was his conviction 
that he had found the only true way to escape the misery of 
life and rebirth. It was a final Nirvana. For the next forty 
years he spread his message, gathering disciples and laying 
the foundations of the vast Buddhist movement, finally 
dying at about 480 BC. He may have been a contemporary 
of two other religious philosophers, Pythagoras and 
Confucius, and was doubtlessly a great and good man — 
just as Job himself was. The starting point of Buddha’s 
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message was the problem of the sufferings, the miseries, 
the evil of the world. In Buddha’s system, the gods, 
including the all-god Brahma, were ignored. To obtain 
deliverance from life’s misery, one had to apply one’s will 
and eliminate all forms of desire. It was through this 
extinction of every desire that ultimate happiness was to be 
obtained. This absence of desire and pain was “Nirvana” 
— a kind of eternal repose, possibly involving even the 
loss of one’s individual personality. God or the gods are 
irrelevant. It seems that in Buddhism there is no 
acknowledgment of a loving Creator on whom man 
depends for deliverance. I mention these examples of the 
preoccupation with the burden of suffering merely to 
illustrate its central importance. To this day, the fact of 
suffering is a chief recourse for atheists who deny the 
possibility of a loving Creator, and it is the acknowledged 
mystery of life for theists. John Henry Newman firmly and 
famously admits of it in his Apologia Pro Vita Sua (1864). 
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Where lies the ultimate answer? Jesus Christ answers 
clearly, simply and firmly: Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened. The answer for burdened and weary 
man is to become a genuine disciple of Jesus Christ. Learn 
from me, he says, and take up my yoke. If you do this, I 
will give you rest for your souls. We must take up his 
yoke, his way, his law, his cross (Matthew 11:28-30). 
What this means in practice is a further matter, but let us 
get clearly in our minds that the Person of Jesus Christ is 
mankind’s rest and consolation. God does not take away 
the pain of life, but he has provided the way through it to 
life in abundance. Christ is our happiness, the Way, Truth 
and Life. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 11:28-30) 

“And you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is 
easy and my burden light” 

Man’s Happiness As just explained above, in 
India several centuries before Christ, Buddha left his 
privileged position in order to search for the key to human 
happiness. He was profoundly disturbed by the problem of 
evil and suffering that assailed the human condition. He 
finally thought he had found it, and out of his example and 
final insight came the Buddhist way. However, Buddha’s 
answer is ultimately negative in the sense that there is no 
positive Object which is to be attained or loved. With due 
respect to an ancient religion which has formed many 
millions of souls and several venerable societies in 
important human and social values, as a final answer it will 
not do. Buddhism does point to the importance of the 
quest for happiness and how desire (for the wrong things) 
is the source of so much evil and unhappiness. It is 
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obvious that human suffering has been a principal issue of 
human thought throughout history. Indeed, one British 
anthropologist of primal religions (Evans-Pritchard) once 
proposed that a criterion for the consideration of any 
particular primal religion could be the way, in its ritual and 
myth, that religion deals with evil and suffering. As is 
known, Cardinal Newman, the great English religious 
writer of the nineteenth century, frankly stated in his 
Apologia (1864) that were it not for the unmistakable 
testimony of his conscience to a personal God, the problem 
of evil and suffering would have led him away from true 
theism. 

Jesus Christ addresses this problem with a very clear 
answer. He himself is the answer to the problem of human 
suffering, and his answer is given in today’s Gospel 
(Matthew 11:28-30). “Come to me, all you who labour and 
are overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my 
yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke 
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is easy and my burden light.” Our Lord turns to all those 
who are overburdened for whatever reason, and he says to 
them that if they come to him they will find rest for their 
souls — notice that it is, above all, rest for the soul of man 
that our Lord is concerned about. The implication is that 
even if suffering is permitted by God to remain, peace and 
happiness will be attained in him. He assures the one who 
goes to him that his yoke, the burden he offers, is light and 
easy. Furthermore, ultimately (i.e., hereafter) complete rest 
and joy will come in Jesus. Words such as these 
presuppose faith in him and the willingness to accompany 
him and to share his life. Every day we must set out anew 
with Jesus. That is what the apostles and various of his 
disciples did (though many left him because of his 
doctrine), and they found that happiness was theirs. By 
their communion with him they attained a share in his 
happiness and joy. In fact, the Christian knows that, as St 
Paul puts it, before the world began, God chose us in Christ 
to be holy and full of love in his sight. We have been 
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created to find our happiness in the Person of Christ and in 
being transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit into his 
likeness. By the help of grace our happiness will be found 
in taking up our cross which will be a share in the cross of 
Christ, and in following in his footsteps. 

All our lives we ought treasure our Lord’s promise as 
expressed in his words of today’s Gospel (Matthew 11:28- 
30). Our true happiness lies in coming to him and in 
taking up his yoke, carrying his burden. That is to say, our 
joy in life will lie in doing the will of God in union with 
Christ. Any other way will never be the answer to our 
human condition. 
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Friday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 11:10-12:14; Ps. 116:12-13, 15, 
16bc, 17-18; Matthew 12:1-8 

At that time Jesus went through the cornfields on the 
Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick 
some ears of corn and eat them. When the Pharisees saw 
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this, they said to him, Look! Your disciples are doing what 
is unlawful on the Sabbath. He answered, Haven't you 
read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry? He entered the house of God, and he and his 
companions ate the consecrated bread — which was not 
lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. Or haven’t 
you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the 
temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent? I tell you 
that one greater than the temple is here. If you had known 
what these words mean, 7 desire mercy, not sacrifice, ’you 
would not have condemned the innocent. For the Son of 
Man is Lord of the Sabbath. (Matthew 12:1-8) 

No Greater Than He Our Lord is going through 
the cornfields on the Sabbath, and it is a new episode in 
Matthew’s account, for it begins with the phrase, “At that 
time...” (12:1). The Pharisees are watching (perhaps even 
in tow), and they are quick to find fault. In the Torah, God 
says to Moses that “on the seventh day you shall rest; in 
ploughing time and in harvest you shall rest” (Exodus 
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34:21). So the Pharisees, noticing that our Lord permits his 
disciples to pick ears of corn, accuse him of allowing them 
to break the Sabbath. They had, incidentally, forgotten the 
differentiation made in the Torah, in the Book of 
Deuteronomy. Moses states there that “When you go into 
your neighbour’s standing grain, you may pluck the ears 
with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle to your 
neighbour’s standing grain” (23:25) — suggesting what 
was obvious, that what the disciples were doing was not 
“harvesting.” Our Lord, of course, knew the Scriptures 
perfectly, and he immediately shows up the ignorance of 
his accusers by referring to parallel actions in the 
Scriptures that were not sinful. The Pharisees ought not be 
quick to accuse people of sin. Look at what David did 
when he was hungry, our Lord said. He ate the holy bread 
(1 Samuel 21:6), and the Scriptures do not regard David as 
having sinned — nor, clearly, did our Lord himself. Again, 
the Levitical priests themselves worked every Sabbath, for 
the Torah commands Aaron and his sons to work “every 
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Sabbath” replacing the bread (Leviticus 24:8-9), and to 
offer “the burnt offering of every Sabbath” (Numbers 
28:10). They worked on the Sabbath, and remained 
guiltless. The point here is that the basic attitudes of the 
Pharisees led them to misinterpret the true drift of the 
Scriptures. “If you had known what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned 
the guiltless” (Matthew 12:7). Our Lord is quoting from 
the prophet Hosea: “For I desire steadfast love and not 
sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt 
offerings” (6:6). The Pharisees lacked love and the 
knowledge of God, and hence they “condemned the 
guiltless.” The point that we ought immediately take from 
our Lord’s answer is that if we are to understand the word 
of God aright, our state of mind and heart must be right. 
We must ask God to establish in our hearts the right 
foundation, for “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God” (Matthew 5:8). 
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Having made that penetrating observation about the 
state of one’s heart if one is to judge the word of God 
aright, our Lord directs his accusers to the grandeur of his 
own Person. He had just referred to the service of the 
Temple on the Sabbath by the priests. Now, it is very easy 
for the Christian, who knows that Christ is the object of 
human life and the presence of the fullness of the Godhead, 
to miss the enormous Scriptural significance of the Temple 
of Yahweh. It was the successor of the Tabernacle during 
the sojourn in the wilderness, which housed the presence of 
the Lord God. It was the aspiration of David that he build 
a worthy Temple to Yahweh his God. Its construction was 
the achievement of Solomon his son and heir. For 
centuries it then housed the Ark of the Covenant. The 
destruction of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC 
amounted to the destruction of the nation. But by the 
power of God who was faithful to his chosen people, it rose 
from the ashes again. In 537 Zorobabel, a descendant of 
King Joachim, returned from captivity with a number of 
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Jews with authority to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem. 
The Temple was the essential element of the nation and the 
focus of the new beginning. It housed the presence of God, 
whose chosen people they were. In the second month of 
the second year they laid the first stone of the new Temple, 
although it was not finished until 516 (Ezra 3:6). The Ark 
of the Covenant had not been recovered, but it was the 
dwelling-place of God on earth. The Holy of Holies in 
Zorobabel’s Temple retained the proportions they had in 
Solomon's, and they remained the same in Herod’s grand 
replacement. The Temple was the heart and soul of the 
nation because it was the dwelling place of God among the 
people — our Lord himself referred to it as his Father’s 
House, and he drove out buyers and sellers for profaning 
its precincts. In the sight of God, no shrine could compare 
with it for sanctity — especially with the Holy of Holies. 
Observant Jews to this day regard “the Temple,” though 
now absent, as the greatest thing on earth. Now, in our 
Gospel passage our Lord calmly tells his enemies that “I 
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tell you, something greater than the Temple is here” 
(Matthew 12:6). It was an astonishing claim, far beyond 
anything said by any prophet before him, for the prophets, 
as did our Lord himself, had exalted the Temple of the 
living God. Jesus Christ is greater than the very Temple. 

This matter came up at Christ’s trial. He was accused 
of intending to destroy the man-made Temple, and to build 
one not made with hands (Mark 14:58). They were 
referring to a central claim of Jesus Christ, that he himself 
is the new and definitive Temple of almighty God, alluded 
to indirectly in our Gospel passage today. But Christ 
reaffirmed his claim on this occasion: he is the Lord of the 
very Sabbath, the Sabbath which was so central an 
institution of the chosen people of God. Yahweh God was 
the Lord of the Sabbath. He instituted it and he was its 
Object. But our Lord here declares, “For the Son of Man is 
Lord of the Sabbath” (12:8). Nothing like this had ever 
been said in Israel. It was yet another instance of the 
unparalleled religious authority claimed and exercised by 
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Jesus Christ. All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to him. Let us be his disciples in earnest, then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 12:1-8) 

“For the Son of Man is master of the Sabbath .” 

Jesus is Lord The setting of our Gospel scene is 
that of our Lord and his disciples taking a walk through the 
cornfields on the Sabbath day. Perhaps our Lord had been 
teaching in the Synagogue and had had a busy time of it 
with his disciples, and they may have been simply going 
for a walk together. We read in other parts of the Gospel 
how our Lord would take them aside to rest for a while, 
even at times to a completely different part of the country. 
On one occasion our Lord is described by St John as 
walking up and down in the Temple during winter — it 
may have been cold and presumably he was doing this with 
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his disciples. Imagine recreating with our Lord! Imagine 
just being in his company! This was the privilege of his 
disciples, and how fondly they must have looked back on 
such moments years later in the heat and toil of their 
mission. Well then, walking through the cornfields, “his 
disciples were hungry and began to pick ears of corn and 
eat them” (Matthew 12:1-8). It was a simple action and 
could in no way be regarded as the servile work that was 
forbidden by the third commandment. “But the Pharisees 
noticed it and said to him, ‘Look, your disciples are doing 
something that is forbidden on the Sabbath.’” That is to 
say, they invoked a distorted interpretation of the law of 
the Sabbath to condemn, as our Lord replied, “the 
blameless.” 

But more than anything, the Pharisees missed the 
greatness of the One with whom they were arguing. Our 
Lord pointed out to them that “the Temple priests break the 
Sabbath without being blamed for it. Now here, I tell you, 
is something greater than the Temple.” Our Lord points to 
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his own greatness with humility and modesty, for what he 
says is a tremendous understatement. He is far “greater 
than the Temple” — indeed, as we know, he was the Lord 
of the Temple. Our Lord reaffirmed his point, calmly 
claiming that as the Son of Man he “is master of the 
Sabbath.” These were striking claims, firmly put to the 
leaders of the people at various times during his public 
ministry and repeated at the commencement of his passion 
in the presence of the highest religious authorities of the 
land. So as we accompany our Lord’s disciples in the 
cornfields in the warmth of his friendliness, as we hear him 
answering and silencing his opponents, let us marvel at the 
grandeur of his Person. Our first reading is taken from the 
prophet Isaiah and tells of the great prophet dealing on 
God’s behalf with King Hezekiah. Let us take Isaiah as 
representative of the best of God’s chosen people, with 
many great saints before him and many to follow him, right 
up to John the Baptist and, above all, Mary the mother of 
Jesus. None can compare with him, though they shared to 
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a greater or lesser extent in his spirit, and all-holy Mary 
most of all. Our Lord himself knew it, for he was God the 
Son. As he said, he was greater than the Temple, and Lord 
even of the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-8). 

Our Gospel passage today is one more occasion in the 
public ministry of our Lord when he bore witness to his 
own incomparable beauty, greatness and holiness of soul. 
Let us resolve to love him and live in his company, sharing 
in his mission every day in the way that is appropriate to 
the vocation we have been given. Christ is our all. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 12:37-42; Psalm 136:1 and 23- 
24, 10-15; Matthew 12:14-21 

The Pharisees went out and plotted how they might 
kill Jesus. Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. 
Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning 
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them not to tell who he was. This was to fulfil what was 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah: Here is my servant 
whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I 
will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to 
the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no-one will 
hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not 
break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out, till he 
leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put 
their hope. (Matthew 12:14-21) 

The Plot to Kill Jesus Our passage today is part 
of what is evidently a new section in Matthew’s account 
(introduced by “At that time..” 12:1). It opens with a 
reference to the determined opposition of “the Pharisees.” 
The nation’s life had its status quo, its entrenched religious 
leaders, and suddenly out of Galilee had come the 
phenomenon of Jesus of Nazareth. He was singularly 
powerful in his religious teaching, and commanded the 
admiration and attention of the multitudes. His effortless 
and numerous miracles were scarcely without precedent. 
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Moses had worked miracles on God’s authority, such as the 
plagues of Egypt and the Exodus, but what could compare 
with Jesus’ ease of miraculous activity? At a word he 
raised persons from the dead, calmed the turgid seas, even 
walked a distance on them, fed multitudes with a handful 
of food, drove out demons repeatedly, and healed 
intractable infirmities. As it was said of him on one 
occasion, never has anything like this been done in Israel. 
His teaching was of a higher level than that given by the 
established teachers, and he gave it on his own authority, 
without recourse to supports: “You have heard that it was 
said to the men of old, ‘You shall not kill..’ But I say to 
you that every one who is angry with his brother shall be 
liable to judgment” (Matthew 5:21-22). The crowds were 
astonished at his teaching, “for he taught them as one who 
had authority, and not as their scribes” (Matthew 7:29). He 
traversed all Galilee, entered Judea and Jerusalem, and was 
filling the land with his presence. He was also setting up a 
structure to assist in his mission. Among his many 
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disciples he appointed Twelve: such an appointment 
evoked the memory of the twelve Patriarchs of old. They 
were being sent out, preparing the people for his coming 
and his teaching. So were some seventy or so of his 
disciples (Luke 10:1), a number reminiscent of the 
“seventy men of the elders of Israel” who received some of 
the spirit of Moses, enabling them to share in the 
government of the people (Numbers 11:16-17). Was not 
this to be a new beginning? As far as many of the religious 
establishment were concerned, this man, unaccredited by 
the schools and supremely independent of their support — 
for he claimed to be sent by God whom he called his own 
Father — was a major upsetting of the “apple-cart.” The 
greatest cause of perplexity to our Lord’s startled 
opponents was the unexpected and unprecedented personal 
claims of this Jesus. 

What intensified the worry of this new business was 
that Jesus had also received the backing of John the 
Baptist. The confrontation would gradually escalate and 
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involve the highest religious authorities of the nation — the 
high priest and the Temple aristocracy, and the Sanhedrin 
of Jerusalem. According to the testimony of the Mishna 
(Sanh., i, 6; Shebuoth, ii, 2) and confirmed by a remark of 
Josephus (“Bell. Jud.”, II, xx, 5), the Sanhedrin consisted 
of seventy-one members, president included. Despite 
limits to its authority, de facto the Jews all the world over 
acknowledged its authority (Acts 9:2; 22:5; 26:12). It had 
the exclusive right of judgment in matters of special 
importance, as for instance the case of a false prophet. Our 
Lord was entirely aware of what was facing him and how 
unyielding the religious opposition would be. He did not 
try to force the submission of his hostile religious 
opponents, but was strong yet gentle in the face of it. We 
read that “Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. 
Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning 
them not to tell who he was.” Matthew sees in Christ’s 
reaction the fulfilment of the Book of Isaiah’s ancient 
prophecy of the Servant of Yahweh who was to come 
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(Isaiah 42:1-4): “This was to fulfil what was spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah: Here is my servant whom I 
have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put 
my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the 
nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no-one will hear his 
voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smouldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice 
to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope” 
(Matthew 12:14-21). The final moment would come, and 
Christ would freely allow himself to be apprehended by 
them, which included traitorous actions by one of his 
chosen Twelve. Historically, and in terms of immediate 
intention, presumably this was seen by Christ as the 
opportunity of supreme testimony to the truth before the 
nation. He would be hauled before the high priest, the 
Temple aristocracy and the Sanhedrin (several of whom 
were secretly his disciples), and there he would calmly give 
his unyielding witness unto death. Mysteriously, this act of 
dying amid incalculable suffering, engineered by Satan and 
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the world of evil, would atone for the sins of the world and 
bring an unceasing abundance of saving grace to mankind. 
It was the most extraordinary surprise ever to have come 
from heaven. 

Our Gospel passage today places before us, as do 
many other passages in the Gospels, the opposition 
between the Source of life that is the Light of the world, 
and the Prince of this world and his children and 
underlings. Christ was the stronger man who assailed and 
overcame the one armed and guarding his palace, and then 
took away his spoils (Luke 11: 21-22). He did it precisely 
by submitting to death in witness to the truth about himself 
and his teaching. Our passage today points to a central 
dynamic in the four Gospels and in the work of 
redemption. It points to the Cross, the Resurrection and the 
Sending of the Holy Spirit. Let us remember our Lord’s 
condition for taking our stand with him. It is that we take 
up our cross as he did, and walk resolutely in his footsteps. 
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Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favor, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 23:1-6; 

Ephesians 2:13-18; Mark 6:30-34 

The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to 
him all they had done and taught. Then, because so many 
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people were coming and going that they did not even have 
a chance to eat, he said to them, Come with me by 
yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. So they went 
away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many 
who saw them leaving recognised them and ran on foot 
from all the towns and got there ahead of them. When 
Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion 
on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 
So he began teaching them many things. (Mark 6:30-34) 

Prayer Our Gospel passage today describes the 
scene of our Lord’s apostles rejoining him and telling him 
all they had done and taught. He would have listened 
carefully to them. He may have praised them, asked them 
various questions about what they had done, and corrected 
them. He was training them for their future work as the 
foundation of his Church. Then he took them off to a 
lonely place to rest for a while because they were and had 
been extremely busy. The passage tells us that “there were 
so many coming and going that the apostles had no time 
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even to eat” (Mark 6:30-34). So off they went in a boat to 
a lonely place where they could be by themselves. Imagine 
being with our Lord in this situation, going off to be in his 
company, to rest and recreate with him, and to hear his 
words of life! Being in his company formed them in his 
Way. That scene is duplicated time and again in our 
everyday life. Every day we find ourselves in our work 
and our busy schedule, and whether we are very aware of it 
or not, Christ is with us there. The work inherent in our 
vocation and our responsibilities is his work, work that he 
is constantly giving us to do. Every day he sends us out to 
do it, just as in our Gospel passage he sent the apostles out. 
Every day we ought be doing it with him. Then, as it were, 
we return to him in our prayer and share with him the life 
we have been living and the work we have done. The same 
Jesus of our Gospel scene is with us each day, just as he 
was with his apostles. As with them so too with us, he asks 
us to go apart to be with him for a while. This we ought do 
every day. Let us set aside real time to be with Jesus. 



2521 


After all, we set aside a little time to have our meals, to do 
some shopping, perhaps to watch the news. The most 
important thing in our life is our relationship with Jesus 
Christ. So, what time are we setting aside each day for this 
relationship? There are two aspects of spending time with 
Jesus, firstly simply being in his presence, and secondly 
listening to what he is saying. More than any other 
resource, the prayerful reading of the Scriptures will help 
us do this, for the Scriptures are the word of God. Soren 
Kierkegaard once wrote that we ought read the Scriptures 
as we would a letter from a dear friend. If this is so for the 
entire Scriptures, it is especially so for the Gospels which 
are their pinnacle. 

The Gospels are the most important parts of the 
Scriptures because they present directly before us the 
Person of Jesus and his words. The rest of the Scriptures 
comment directly or indirectly, immediately or remotely, 
on the Person of Jesus. Jesus the Messiah is the heart and 
soul of the Scriptures, and their highest point is the Gospels 
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because the Gospels speak most directly of him. Our Lord 
said at the Last Supper that to know him and to know the 
Father whom he reveals, is eternal life. It is the inspired 
Scriptures, especially the Gospels, that most help us know 
Christ, and through knowing him and listening to his 
words, we know the Father. So let us set aside a brief 
period each day, say ten or fifteen minutes (if not more), to 
do what the Apostles did, which is to go away with Jesus 
and be with him. In that brief time, let us take up the 
Gospels. If we have a daily missal, it could be the Gospel 
passage of the Mass of the day. Let us place ourselves in 
the presence of our Lord, just as the apostles placed 
themselves in his presence and loved to be there. We 
realize that the same Jesus is just as truly present to us, as 
he was to them. While we cannot see him, in fact he is 
much more present to us than he was to them because of 
our baptism and his risen state in glory. Let us then open 
the page of the Gospel and place ourselves in the scene, 
knowing that we are in the presence of our Lord right now. 
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We then listen to his words in our heart, and watch him in 
his actions as portrayed in the text. We contemplate the 
Person of Jesus, allowing ourselves to be filled with the 
thought of him. In this way, we are with him and gaze 
with love on his Person, hearing his words being addressed 
to us. We ask him to help us to come to know him, to 
come to love him, and to come to understand what he 
wants of us. In all of this we know that we are not just 
placing ourselves in the scene of some past and dead event. 
No, we are in the presence of the living Jesus, reading his 
letter to us, the Gospels, and in that letter the living Jesus is 
speaking of his love for us and of what he has done for us 
and what he is doing for us still. Everything we prayerfully 
read in the Gospels reminds us of what he is doing now and 
will do out of love for us in the future. All this is so 
important. St Jerome wrote that ignorance of Scripture is 
ignorance of Christ. 

Let us make the Gospels and the Scriptures the staple 
of our prayer life. I especially recommend using the 
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weekday or Sunday readings from Scripture — especially 
the Gospel readings — to nourish our union with Jesus. By 
means of the Scriptures we come to know Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Let us resolve to develop a life-long knowledge and 
love for the Scriptures, so as to come to know and love 
Jesus better. The Scriptures can lead us to the heights of 
sanctity, for they contain God’s word. 

-- 
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Monday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favor, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 14:5-18; Exodus 15: lbc-6; 
Matthew 12:38-42 

Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law 
said to Jesus, Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign 
from you. He answered, A wicked and adulterous 
generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be 



2526 


given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah 
was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, 
so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater 
than Jonah is here. The Queen of the South will rise at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she 
came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's 
wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here. 
(Matthew 12:38-42) 

Jonah and Solomon When I was growing up, 
somehow I picked up the idea that Jonah himself was a 
character of the imagination, used or invented by the 
inspired author of the Book that bears his name. Because 
the hero in the tale was a prophet, the Book was classed as 
prophetic, and Jonah was therefore one of the minor 
prophets. It contained the teaching of the inspired author 
or compiler, but Jonah himself was scarcely a figure of 
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hard fact and history. His exploits as described in the 
couple of pages of the Bible were stories of the same kind 
as were Christ’s parables — such as his parable of the poor 
man Lazarus or the Prodigal Son. The story of Jonah is 
nothing more than an inspired story. Now, this has not been 
the Scriptural, patristic and Catholic understanding of 
Jonah the prophet. To begin with, he is referred to 
elsewhere in the Scriptures — in the Second Book of 
Kings, no less. We read there in 14: 23-27 that Jeroboam, 
king of Israel, restored the borders of Israel “from the 
entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, 
according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which 
he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the 
prophet, who was from Gath-hepher.” Gath-hepher is near 
the present Gallilean Arab town of Mashhad, and a Jewish 
tradition places his grave there (though there have been 
other claimants). This location was a settlement of Zabulon 
in Galilee, and St Jerome refers to Jonah’s grave as a 
location during his own time. There is no doubt about the 
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existence of this prophet, and it is the same prophet (Jonah 
the son of Amittai — Jonah 1:1) who is the protagonist of 
the very brief Book that bears his name. A couple of 
things stand out about him. Even the reference to him in 
the Second Book of Kings shows that he was effective 
precisely as a prophet. In that context he announced the 
word of God in respect to the borders. The king heard it, 
acted on it, and succeeded in the undertaking. Again, the 
Book of Jonah shows that Jonah was effective in his 
prophetic mission — this time to people beyond the chosen 
people of God. In the account, the men of Nineveh, 
including the king, heard Jonah’s declaration that “Nineveh 
shall be overthrown” within forty days, and they repented. 
A blessing came to Israel (governed by Jeroboam) and to 
Nineveh (governed by its king) because Jonah’s prophetic 
word was accepted. The next thing to be observed about 
Jonah is that, at least as portrayed in the Book of Jonah, he 
does not seem especially high in sanctity. He fled away 
from God’s command to him (1:3). He was displeased 
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when the destruction of Nineveh was averted by 
repentance. All up, we see the people accepting the word 
of God from a prophet who was limited in his religious 
spirit. 

In our Gospel today, our Lord contrasts the response 
to his own preaching of “some of the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law” and indeed of “this generation” with 
those who heard the prophet Jonah. Limited as he might 
have been in certain respects, Jeroboam heard his word and 
acted on it. So did the men of Nineveh. Yet it was but 
Jonah, with his faults, who announced this word. Our 
Lord’s point is that “now one greater than Jonah is here.” 
Indeed, One far greater than Jonah was here. Our Lord 
alludes to another Scriptural fact that all knew of: the 
wisdom of Solomon. Solomon had asked for this gift from 
God and it had been given to him in abundance. Early in 
Solomon’s reign, we read that he “loved the Lord, walking 
in the statutes of David his Father.” He was invited by 
God to ask what he wanted — and he pleased God for what 
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he asked. He asked for the gift of understanding to enable 
him to govern aright and to discern between good and evil 
(1 Kings 3:3-14). The gift was given and the fame of his 
wisdom became proverbial. We read that “when the queen 
of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the 
name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard 
questions” — and “Solomon answered all her questions; 
there was nothing hidden from the king which he could not 
explain to her.” She admitted the truth of his fame: “your 
wisdom and prosperity surpass the report which I heard” (1 
Kings 10:1-10). But there was an ominous feature about 
the life of Solomon. There is no hint of Jonah passing into 
infidelity. His offer to the sailors to be sacrificed for the 
good of the crew, and his prayer to God from inside the 
great fish, indicate the future makings of real sanctity. But 
Solomon had a very sorry end indeed. Because of his love 
for many foreign women, his heart was turned “after other 
gods” and he attracted the anger of God (1 Kings 11:1-13). 
Still, God had used him as a channel of wisdom and people 
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looked to him accordingly. Now — and this is the point — 
in Jesus Christ there was something far greater than the 
wisdom of Solomon. The queen of the South “came from 
the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and 
now one greater than Solomon is here” (Matthew 
12:38-42). Neither Jonah nor Solomon worked miracles, 
but were recognized for what they were. Our Lord’s 
questioners were demanding signs before they would 
accept his word — and yet there was something far greater 
here. 


What it all means is that the contemplation of Jesus 
Christ, of his holiness of life, the inherent authority of his 
teaching, his fulfilment of the prophecies, his miraculous 
deeds — all of this should provide ample confirmation for 
the person whose heart is right before God. If we are to 
judge aright in matters of religion, and in particular in 
matters of Revealed Religion, our heart must be aright. In 
the matter of knowing God and his word, the powers of the 
mind depend in good measure on the state of the heart. 
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Those demanding signs and wonders from our Lord would 
be condemned by the men of Nineveh and by the queen of 
the South, for in Jesus they had all that was needed. Let us 
resolve to know Jesus Christ the better so as to love him 
the more — and thus to attain eternal life. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 12:38-42) 

“There is something greater than Jonah here... there is 
something greater than Solomon here.'’ , 

Faith One of the features of our Lord’s public 
ministry was the abundance and greatness of his miracles, 
fie cured the sick, drove out demons, fed vast crowds, even 
raised the dead. At times he appealed to his works as 
evidence of the truth of his claims and as proof that he had 
been sent by the Father with the mission he was fulfilling. 
The Gospels give ample space to his miracles, which St 




2533 


John in his Gospel calls signs. They were signs of his 
glory. But when our Lord is challenged to perform a 
miracle as proof of himself, on this occasion he refuses. In 
our Gospel passage when the scribes and Pharisees state to 
him that “we should like to see a sign from you”, our Lord 
replies, “It is an evil and unfaithful generation that asks for 
a sign!” and refused to oblige (Matthew 12:38-42). Their 
request manifested evil dispositions. He goes on to make 
remarks that are important for anyone who wishes to grow 
in authentic discipleship. He says to them that the men of 
Nineveh repented when Jonah preached, “and there is 
something greater than Jonah here.” And again, the Queen 
of the South “came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon; and there is something greater than 
Solomon here.” That is to say, for anyone properly 
disposed to obey God, there is ample evidence in our 
Lord’s words and teaching, in his goodness of life, in his 
works as they occur in the course of his public ministry, to 
be convinced of the truth of his claims. Be properly 
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disposed, our Lord says, and look at me! Look at me! 
Look at who I am and at what I do. 

Towards the end of his long life, Cardinal Newman 
wrote in one letter that our life of faith will depend on our 
hidden dispositions, our basic starting points. We ought 
pray, he wrote, that God will give us the right starting 
points. At the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry 
when he had not yet worked any miracles, his first 
disciples met him after having been directed to him by 
John the Baptist. They stayed with him the rest of that day. 
Just meeting him was enough for them to be convinced that 
he was the Messiah, the one spoken of by Moses and the 
prophets. How do we account for this immediate and firm 
faith on their part? It must have been due in large measure 
to their having had truly good dispositions — just what the 
scribes and Pharisees of our Gospel today lacked. One of 
our Lord’s earliest disciples went off to Nathanael and 
brought him to Jesus, and Jesus immediately commented 
on Nathanael’s lack of guile — that is, his love of the truth. 
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Our Lord made but one remark to him that he had seen him 
while he was under the fig tree, and that was sufficient for 
Nathanael to be convinced that Jesus was the Messiah. It 
indicates that Nathanael’s having the right dispositions was 
sufficient for him to recognise who our Lord really was — 
once he met him and received a small sign graciously given 
by our Lord. These examples from the Gospels tell us that 
provided we have the right basic attitudes and provided we 
spend time in his company, our faith in Christ will become 
strong. 

We need to pray to the Holy Spirit that he will dispose 
us for faith in Christ, that he will grant us correct basic 
assumptions and values, that he will implant in us the 
foundation that God requires for his seed to produce in us 
its fruit of holiness. Then, like the Apostles, we must 
spend real time with Jesus contemplating his Person, 
allowing our hearts to be filled with a personal knowledge 
of him. From that, faith will grow. Let us resolve to spend 
time with Jesus daily. If we get to know the Lord Jesus, if 
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we preserve a readiness in our hearts to live in his company 
and according to his will, our faith will be strong. 
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Tuesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favor, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 14:21-15:1; Exodus 15:8-9, 10 
and 12, 17; Matthew 12:46-50 

While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother 
and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. 
Someone told him, Your mother and brothers are standing 
outside, wanting to speak to you. He replied to him, Who 
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is my mother, and who are my brothers? Pointing to his 
disciples, he said, Here are my mother and my brothers. 
For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother. (Matthew 12:46-50) 

Christ’s Brethren Our Gospel passage today 
reminds us of an important aspect of the Incarnation: Jesus, 
the Son of God made man, was born of a woman and into a 
family circle of cousins, uncles, aunts, grandparents and 
other kinsfolk. He was part of a family. Various persons 
referred to in the New Testament are designated as “the 
brethren of the Lord” — as in our Gospel passage today: 
“Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to 
speak to you.” This incident of today is included in Mark’s 
Gospel (3:31-34) and in Luke (8:19-20). Indeed, Matthew 
tells us a little later that when our Lord spoke in the 
synagogue of his own village of Nazareth, it was said that 
“all his sisters” lived there. Four of his “brethren” of the 
same village are mentioned, and their names are given: 
“James and Joseph (or Joses) and Simon and Jude” 
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(Matthew 13:55-56). The same information is given in 
Mark 6:3. Presumably the “James” among these four is the 
one mentioned by St Paul in Galatians: “I saw none of the 
other apostles except James the Lord’s brother” (1:19). In 
the Gospel of St John we are told that after the miracle at 
Cana in Galilee, Jesus “went down to Capernaum, with his 
mother and his brethren and his disciples” (2:12). After 
Christ’s ascension, the Apostles gathered in “the upper 
room, where they were staying ... together with the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brethren’'' (Acts 
1:12-14). St Paul writes in his First Letter to the 
Corinthians, “Do we not have the right to be accompanied 
by a believing sister (note: i.e., a kind of housekeeper), as 
the other apostles and the brethren of the Lord and Cephas” 
(1 Corinthians 9:5). So the Lord had “brethren.” Let us 
notice that two of the Apostles were named James. There 
was James the son of Zebedee, one of Christ’s special trio 
among the Twelve, and one of those whom Paul referred to 
as the “pillars” of the infant Church. There was also James 
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the son of Alphaeus. James “the brother of the Lord” must 
be “James the son of Alphaeus.” We also notice that 
“Mary of Clopas” (i.e., the wife of Clopas) is the “sister” of 
Mary the mother of Jesus (John 19:25). She appears also 
to be Mary the mother of James and Joseph (Matthew 
27:56) — who seem to be the “James and Joseph” of “the 
brethren of the Lord” referred to in Matthew 13:55-56. It 
is plain that there were among Christ’s kinsfolk several 
who believed that he was indeed the promised Messiah, 
and who followed him. 

This is not to say that they did not have false 
conceptions about him because of their false conceptions 
about the coming Messiah. We read in John 7:3-5 that 
“even his brethren did not believe in him,” but what does 
this really mean? John may have been referring to their 
false notion of the Messiahship at that point. Even among 
the Apostles as late as just before the Ascension (Acts 1:6) 
there was the expectation of a temporal restoration of “the 
kingdom to Israel.” The coming of the Holy Spirit at 
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Pentecost to the infant Church which included “the 
brethren of the Lord” made all the difference. Of course 
this is not to say that “the brethren of the Lord” who 
followed Jesus included all his “brethren.” As is well 
known, in Scriptural, and Semitic use generally, the word 
“brethren” embraces all near, or even distant, relatives 
(Genesis 13:8, 14:14-16; Leviticus 10:4; 1 Chronicles 
15:5-10, 23:21-22) — the word in itself provides no 
definite indication of the exact nature of the relationship. 
Throughout the New Testament Mary appears as the 
Mother of Jesus and of Jesus alone, despite her association 
with “the brethren of the Lord.” When Christ was dying on 
the Cross, he entrusted his mother to the beloved disciple 
— and not to any of his “brethren,” clearly implying that 
they were but among his wider circle of kinsfolk. “James 
and Joseph” (or Joses) were, as mentioned, the sons of 
Alphaeus, or Clopas, and of Mary, the sister of Mary the 
Mother of Jesus. There were some especially holy persons 
among Christ’s kinsfolk. There never has been anyone 
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comparable to his superlative mother. There was also the 
kinswoman of his mother — Elizabeth, together with her 
husband Zechariah. St Luke tells us that “they were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless” (1:6). St John the 
Baptist, the greatest of the prophets, was their son and 
Christ’s kinsman. The Church celebrates every year (on 
July 26) Saints Anne and Joachim, the parents of the 
Virgin Mary — Christ’s maternal grandparents. Then 
there was the peerless and humble Joseph, Christ’s foster- 
father and spouse of Mary, second only to his holy wife in 
personal sanctity. This then is the context for our passage 
today (Matthew 12:46-50), in which there is reference to 
those close to our Lord by natural kinship. 

They were close, but natural kinship, stemming from 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, is not the source of true 
closeness to Jesus Christ in the new dispensation. We are 
all called to be brothers and sisters of the divine Redeemer, 
and it will depend on one thing: our following of him in a 
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life of obedience to the Father. “Who is my mother, and 
who are my brothers? Pointing to his disciples, he said, 
Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does 
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 
mother.” We are all called to a high vocation as followers 
of Jesus Christ. He admits us into his close friendship such 
as to be regarded as his very brethren. Let us go for it, 
then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 12:46-50) 

“Here are my mother and my brothers. Anyone who 
does the will of my Father in heaven, he is my brother and 
sister and mother .” 

God my Brother What a wonder is the Incarnation! 
Consider our Gospel scene today. Jesus our Lord is 
speaking to the crowds, and among them were his disciples 
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(Matthew 12:46-50). He, God incarnate, is there immersed 
among men. Word is passed to him that his mother and his 
relatives were waiting outside because they needed to 
speak with him. But who is it we are contemplating? It is 
the Son of God, the great and infinite God who utterly 
transcends the universe as far as his divine nature is 
concerned. Yet we see in him One who is utterly 
immersed in the human condition, profoundly interacting 
with his audience and being prevailed upon by his 
extended family. His holy mother and his relatives had 
known him since his infancy and were on fully intimate 
terms with him. The immediate accessibility of God in 
Christ ought surely be a cause of wonder for anyone who is 
in any way aware of who God is. The great God deigned 
to become one of us and become a brother to ordinary man, 
one of our race. We ought never lose our sense of 
amazement at the steps God has taken out of love for us. 
But there is more. We are all called to an immediate 
relationship with the Son of God, because our Lord on 
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hearing that his family wanted to see him, said, “Who is 
my mother and my brothers? Here are my mother and my 
brothers. Anyone who does the will of my Father in 
heaven, he is my brother and sister and mother.” (Matthew 
12:46-50) We, by doing the will of the Father in union 
with Christ, become his brother and his sister. That is what 
God has done for love of us. He has drawn so very near. 

God is now my brother if I do the Father’s will. Let 
us turn to the holy woman - Christ’s mother - who stands 
quietly among the family of the Lord waiting to see him. 
She is the perfect embodiment of all that he has just said 
about his true disciples. If anyone who does the will of the 
Father is regarded by Christ as his mother and brother, how 
profoundly does Christ regard his mother Mary as truly and 
in every sense his mother. Years before, the archangel 
with profound veneration addressed her as full of grace, 
and then heard from her a total surrender to the will and 
plan of God. Elizabeth hailed her as blessed among 
women and as the mother of her Lord. Mary addressed 
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Jesus as her son (Luke 2:48) and Jesus lived at Nazareth 
subject to her authority (Luke 2:51) while utterly 
transcending in holiness his all-holy mother. If we wish to 
be one of those disciples of whom our Lord spoke in this 
scene as doing the will of his Father, we cannot do better 
than contemplate his holy mother awaiting him outside. 
She is the perfect woman, the perfect disciple of Christ, the 
servant of God par excellence. She did the will of the 
Father perfectly. The Lord is with you , the angel said. We 
read in another part of the Gospel that when the rich young 
man came to our Lord and told him that he had kept God’s 
commandments from his earliest days, our Lord looked on 
him and loved him. How our Lord must have loved Mary 
his mother, if he loved the one who did the will of the 
Father. Let us then look to Mary as our Mother and as our 
model, asking her to teach us to learn what the will of the 
Father is, and then faithfully to do it. 

There is nothing more important than that we be 
counted among the brothers and sisters of Christ Jesus. We 
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will be so counted provided we seek the will of God and 
strive to do it. 
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Wednesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favor, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 16:1-5.9-15; Psalm 77; 

Matthew 13:1-9 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by 
the lake. Such large crowds gathered round him that he 
got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on 
the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, 
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saying: A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 
came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did 
not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil 
was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 
was sown. He who has ears, let him hear. (Matthew 13:1- 
9) 


Ears to Hear Our Lord is telling a story — a 
parable. He is not setting before the people a watertight 
and logical case with its conclusion — which is to say a 
presentation which would, if only his hearers would but 
reason clearly, compel a right understanding of his point. 
It is a story which he devised to convey a great moral point 
and which, our Lord says, is able to be apprehended by 
those who have ears to hear. The parable will be 
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understood by persons who have a capacity to hear — the 
implication being that this capacity is not a merely 
intellectual one. This needs to be appreciated especially in 
the modern age which is so influenced by a certain 
conception of what is involved in a right understanding of 
something. We in the West have come to think that the 
correct perception of things, including things in the moral 
and religious order, involves a mere process of logical 
reasoning. If you can but think clearly, you will 
understand the bearing of a passage or a right course of 
action — and you will understand most other things too. 
But Christ, having told his parable, did not say to his 
audience, if you are bright enough in intellect you will 
understand the point of my parable — as if the parable 
were a complex riddle which the intellectually perceptive 
can crack. But no. Whether you are intellectually bright, 
or average, or slow — you will still need ears to hear if 
you are to understand his teaching as conveyed in the 
parable. Of course, our Lord is not meaning to give a 
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special revelation here on the functioning of the human 
mind. Hundreds of years before him, Aristotle had things 
to say about the understanding of moral matters. In 
Aristotle's ethical theory, the virtuous person not only is 
attached to what is good, but he knows the good thing to 
do. Being virtuous, he wants what is good and in his 
actions he seeks the good. Now, right understanding will 
be greatly helped by his rightly disposed will. There is a 
mutual interdependence (Nicomachean Ethics 6.13, 
1144b30-2; 10.8, 1178al6-19). The one who wants what is 
good is the one who is most able to know it. 
Understandably, Aristotle is not particularly explicit on this 
interdependence between the knowledge of what is good 
and the possession of virtue — perhaps because this is 
enormously difficult to unravel in detail. 

So then, the apprehension of a truth is not just a 
matter of exercising the mind in logical fashion on the 
matter before it — though this is certainly needed. The 
moral commitment of the knowing subject is critically 
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important. The man of virtue is in a better position to 
know the truth of things, especially moral and religious 
truth, than is the man without virtue - although this too 
must not be pushed so far as to mean that the man of virtue 
will not be mistaken. Still, virtue is a critically important 
element in religious and moral understanding. It is in this 
sense that one needs ears to hear and eyes to see — and 
our Lord said that Blessed are the pure of heart for they 
shall see God (Matthew 5:8). The view of human 
understanding that has prevailed in much of modern 
epistemology is very different from this. John Locke 
(1632-1704), English philosopher and physician, is 
regarded as one of the most influential of Enlightenment 
thinkers and often regarded as the Father of classical 
Liberalism. He is considered one of the first of the British 
empiricists, and his work greatly affected the development 
of modern epistemology. He stated that the self depends 
on consciousness and not on substance, and personal 
identity is founded on repeated acts of consciousness. 
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Regarding understanding, he postulated that, at birth, the 
mind is a blank slate or tabula rasa. Knowledge is 
determined only by our experience of things derived from 
sense perception. He argued that the “associations of 
ideas” that one makes when young are more important than 
those made later because they are the foundation of the 
self. They are what first mark the tabula rasa of the mind. 
His account is singularly deficient, above all because it 
lacks anything like a proper emphasis on the moral element 
that is constantly at work in how and what we judge to be 
right. He did not notice the influence of moral dispositions 
on judgment and understanding. He forgot the all- 
pervasive effect of the will. We may not be aware of it, but 
we want certain things and this has a necessary moral 
dimension. This disposition of the will makes of me a 
better or worse man as the case may be, and it necessarily 
affects how I shall judge, and therefore what I shall know 
in things religious and moral. All of this brings us back to 
our Lord’s parable, and his very significant request — nay, 
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his demand. He bids all listen to what he has said — all, 
that is, who have ears to hear. 

You will not hear what Jesus Christ has really said if 
you do not have the disposition of heart and will to do so. 
Implicitly, you must desire to do God’s will. You must 
desire the good, and desire to know what is truly and 
objectively good. You must desire to know the truth and to 
live according to it. We have here a reason why the 
incarnate Son of God was not understood by so many who 
saw him, heard him and walked with him during his public 
ministry. When he announced the Eucharist in the 
synagogue of Capernaum (John 6), many of his disciples 
did not accept its truth. This was because of their moral 
disposition, not because of their defective reasoning 
powers. On that occasion, Christ called Judas a devil. Let 
us pray that we shall be given the grace to be good soil, and 
thus have ears to hear. 
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Thursday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b; Daniel 
3:52-56; Matthew 13:10-17 

The disciples came to Jesus and asked, Why do you 
speak to the people in parables? He replied, “The 
knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been 
given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given 



2557 


more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken from him. This is why 
I speak to them in parables: Though seeing, they do not 
see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In 
them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘You will be ever 
hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing 
but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become 
calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have 
closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, 
and I would heal them. ’ But blessed are your eyes because 
they see, and your ears because they hear. For I tell you 
the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see 
what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear 
but did not hear it. ” (Matthew 13:10-17) 

Discipleship In the English intellectual and 

philosophical tradition, ever since the Reformation and the 
Enlightenment there has been a major interest in 
epistemology. The knowledge of man, which is to say 
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man’s conviction that he truly knows what he thinks he 
knows, has fascinated thinkers. Of course, this is a 
fundamental issue for religion and in particular for faith in 
revealed religion. If there is any doubt about man’s power 
to know objective reality, then there is doubt about 
everything, including the Being of God and all that he has 
revealed about himself and about man. At the Last Supper, 
Christ stated that eternal life is this, to know you, Father, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. If we cannot know 
reality, eternal life and everything connected with it is to be 
discounted. Apart from the issue of the validity of all 
human knowledge, there is the more specific issue of what 
kind of knowledge is reliable. For instance, one form of 
knowledge is that which is represented by and issues from 
demonstration. If you can prove something in the sense of 
demonstrating it syllogistically (with major and minor 
premise), then you can say you truly know it to be the case. 
With various differences and adaptations, this method of 
inference to certain knowledge is indeed basic and is 
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present across, say, science and philosophy. This is not the 
place to canvass the various elements that go to make up 
true Insight and the knowledge of the real, but many seem 
to have thought that the only factor at work is the process 
of formal and logical reasoning. That is, if you apply your 
mind properly and logically, you will come to see that God 
exists, and that he is such and such by nature. 
Alternatively, if you apply your mind in a disciplined 
fashion, you might see that there is no God at all and that 
religion is a fantasy. Now, this account leaves out what is, 
many would argue, a more important factor than mere 
reasoning. It is the will and one’s fundamental 
dispositions. In large measure, the mind will think as one 
is disposed to think. The intellect will go according as the 
rudder turns — the rudder being the will of man. Reason 
and Will are deeply interpenetrated, but if one does not 
want to believe in God, then no matter how sharp one’s 
mind is, it will not accept such a conclusion. Agnostic and 
secular rationalism has held sway a long time. It forgot the 
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critical role of the will, emphasised by the likes of Duns 
Scotus. 

Our Western tradition has produced powerful 
philosophies, some excellent, others rubbish though still 
powerful in influence. Long ago a great religious mind — 
he never saw himself as a “mind” but as a servant of the 
Lord — stressed the critical importance of inner 
dispositions in man’s understanding of God. I refer to the 
prophet Isaiah. There is, of course, a philosophy that is 
implicit in some of the great prophets and teachers of 
revealed religion, as represented in the Holy Scriptures. 
We read in the prophet Isaiah his account of his call, not to 
an intellectual life, but to the life of a prophet of the Lord 
for the chosen people. “In the year that king Ozias died, I 
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and elevated ... 
and I said, Woe is me, because I have held my peace; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people that has unclean lips and I have seen with 
my eyes the King the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:1-5). Isaiah 
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is granted a vision of God in some sense, and his 
disposition is one of profound humility in view of his 
sinfulness before the thrice holy Lord God of hosts, who 
fills the earth with his glory (6:3). He receives his 
commission to go to the people on God’s behalf. Now, 
what does God say of the people? They hear and do not 
understand. They see and do not know. The reason is that 
“the heart of this people is blind” (6:10). So it is the heart 
that is blind: the root of the lack of understanding is the 
condition of the heart. But there is a very important twist 
to this. It is that this blindness of heart is itself rooted in 
what the will desires — “lest they see with their eyes and 
hear with their ears and understand with their heart, and be 
converted and I heal them” (6:10). The people does not 
want to hear and understand lest they be converted. They 
do not want to change and this profound reluctance is the 
cause of the blindness that reigns in their hearts. Their lack 
of knowledge of the Lord is the result of their not wanting 
to know him because it will involve a summons to 
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conversion. This is the issue of the ages when it comes to 
knowing God and his holy will. Sin, the attitude of 
rebellion against God, beclouds the heart of man and 
therefore his mind and understanding. Isaiah’s 
“philosophy of man” and his “epistemology” has a certain 
starting point, a first principle we might say. It begins with 
the fact of sin, and a consciousness of it. Let that 
commend itself to the philosophers of our age. If this 
starting point is admitted, we are well on the way to a 
fruitful theism, and one open to Revealed Religion. 

This is confirmed by the Son of God made man, Jesus 
Christ the Redeemer and Prophet foretold by Moses. Our 
Lord quotes Isaiah to account for his speaking obliquely to 
the multitudes. He explains all to those disposed to 
acknowledge him as the Teacher, which is to say to his 
disciples. “This is why I speak to them in parables: 
Though seeing, they do not see.” Importantly, “Whoever 
has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken 
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from him.” We must have what it takes to attain 
understanding of what Jesus Christ came to reveal of 
himself and God’s redeeming plan for us. What it takes is 
the readiness of will to be his disciples. This is critical for 
all mankind, for our Lord’s final charge to his disciples 
was precisely to make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 
28:19). It is to the disciple that understanding is given. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 13:10-17) 

“The heart of this people has grown coarse, their ears 
are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, for fear 
they should see with their eyes, hear with their ears ” 

Starting Points Cardinal Newman could be 

described as the foremost religious mind of nineteenth 
century England. He had many interests, and one of his 
principal ones was the nature of faith and the factors that 
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both allowed for it and impeded it. In this respect he put 
more store on the internal dispositions of a person than on 
the external evidences that vindicate the claims of religion. 
For instance, while he allowed the objective proofs for the 
existence of God and the divinity of Christ and his Church, 
he emphasised even more the fundamental attitudes that are 
necessary in a person if that person were ever to appreciate 
those “proofs.” If those attitudes are not present the person 
will be blind to what is before him. Thus it was that 
Newman wrote much on first principles, the starting points 
that govern where a person is coming from in any 
discussion. First principles can render quite useless all 
argument with another whose starting points are radically 
different. Moreover, these starting points can often be 
unknown and hidden from sight. At the end of his life 
Newman wrote one letter in which he urged that there be 
prayer that God will provide the right starting points. He 
was clearly referring to the action of grace whereby God 
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moves the soul at a fundamental level to be able to 
understand the truth and embrace it. 

This is surely what our Lord is referring to in today’s 
Gospel passage (Matthew 13:10-17) in which he explains 
to his disciples why he speaks to the crowds in parables, 
and only in parables. Our Lord distinguishes between his 
disciples (“the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are 
revealed to you”) and the crowds to whom the mysteries of 
the kingdom are not revealed. Why is it that they are 
revealed to some and not to others? It is because “For 
anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more 
than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away.” The parable our Lord has told 
immediately prior to this discussion can be taken as an 
illustration of his point. It is not the edge of the path, nor 
the patches of rock, nor the thorns, which could receive the 
seed with profit, but only the rich soil. That rich soil had 
what was required. The crowds did not have the necessary 
attitude and understanding that was needed for the 
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mysteries of the kingdom to be accepted when heard. Our 
Lord gives more explanation by applying to them the 
prophecy of Isaiah: “You will listen and listen again, but 
not understand.” The reason for this incapacity of 
understanding and perception was that “they have shut 
their eyes for fear they should see with their eyes, hear with 
their ears, understand with their hearts, and be converted, 
and be healed by me.” There was a fundamental 
unwillingness there, which perhaps was itself hidden from 
view. 

God has given us freedom. The reason why the 
crowds did not receive the message of salvation in all 
clarity was that they were not receptive to it. Whether they 
knew it or not, they did not want it because of what it 
would require of them. To embrace what our Lord 
revealed would require that they be converted and 
transformed by the grace of God. This proclamation of the 
grace of God is Good News for man, but man is free and it 
requires his cooperation. So then, dear reader, do you want 
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to follow Christ in real earnest? Yes? It will all depend on 
whether you really want it. There is a story that is often 
referred to, that St Thomas Aquinas was once asked by his 
sister what is necessary to become a saint. He replied that 
the necessary thing is to really want it. St Ignatius Loyola 
pointed out that what we need are great desires. These 
desires are to be prayed for as a grace from on high. Let us 
pray to God that he will give us the grace to be true 
disciples, wanting to see and hear and understand, so as to 
be converted and transformed by him into all that will 
please him. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favor, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19:8-11; 

Matthew 13:18-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Hear the parable of the 
sower. The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the 
word of the Kingdom without understanding it, and the Evil 
One comes and steals away what was sown in his heart. 
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The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the 
word and receives it at once with joy. But he has no root 
and lasts only for a time. When some tribulation or 
persecution comes because of the word, he immediately 
falls away. The seed sown among thorns is the one who 
hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of 
riches choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed 
sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred 
or sixty or thirty fold. ” (Matthew 13:18-23) 

Understanding Our Lord, seated in a boat, has 
told a story to the “great crowds gathered about him” 
(Matthew 13:2). It was a parable — about the sower going 
out to sow, and how he sowed seed on the path, on the 
rocky ground, among the thorns, and on the good soil. The 
results of the sowing were varied, with a harvest coming 
from the seed sown on the good soil. There our Lord left 
it, inviting those who have “ears” to “hear” what he had 
said (Matthew 13:3-9). In private with his disciples our 
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Lord explained that “to them it has not been given” to 
“know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven” (13:11). This 
is because — citing the prophecy of Isaiah — “their heart 
has grown dull” lest they understand and return (13:15). 
They did not wish to do what was God’s will for them, and 
so “they have shut their eyes.” The “great crowds” did not 
have it in them truly to “hear” (13:9) because of the hidden 
state and intent of their hearts. That was why he did not 
accompany his parable with an explanation for them. They 
were incapable of hearing and seeing. But his disciples 
have eyes that see and ears that hear — so, blessed are 
they! for “many prophets and righteous men longed to see 
what you see and did not see it, and to hear what you hear 
and did not hear it” (13:16-17). So the “righteous men” 
had it in them to “see” and to “hear” what our Lord was 
showing and saying. Righteousness is, then, an essential 
requirement for having eyes that see and ears that hear. 
Our Lord is hammering the point that it is the one whose 
heart is pure and right who will “see” God. As requested 
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by his disciples, our Lord then provides his explanation of 
the parable - and this is what is given in our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 13:18-23). Let us notice what it 
hinges on, and our Lord introduces it immediately into his 
explanation. The seed sown on the path is the one who 
hears the word of the Kingdom without understanding it, 
and the Evil One comes and steals away what was sown in 
his heart.” The critical lack in the seed that falls on the 
path and which is immediately taken away by the birds of 
the air, is that of not “understanding it.” The same lack of 
“understanding” is to be presumed in the seed that falls on 
the rocky ground and in that among the thorns. The case is 
decisively different from the seed that falls on rich soil. 
This is “the one who hears the word and understands it.” 
Now, this “understanding” is not just a natural attainment. 
Nor is it just a matter of saying “Lord, Lord!” for one’s 
intent must be on doing the will of the Father in heaven. 

A little earlier in our Gospel of St Matthew, our Lord 
had severely berated the towns of Chorazin, Bethsaida and 
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Capernaum for their refusal to “repent” (11:20). It was 
basically the same problem mentioned just above, for he 
then turns from those towns to thank his heavenly Father 
for hiding “these things from the wise and understanding” 
and for having “revealed them to babes” (11:25). This 
“understanding” of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven 
is, then, a gift from God to those who are “righteous” and 
with ears that can hear and eyes that can see. They have 
hearts that can understand because they are ready and 
disposed to “turn for me to heal them” (13:15). These are 
the ones who are disposed to become disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and so are equipped to “hear” and to “see.” There 
are many reasons why a person may want to hear and see 
Jesus Christ. We read in the Gospel that Herod began to 
hear of the miracles of Jesus and “he sought to see him” 
(Luke 9:9). Then finally during our Lord’s Passion when 
Pilate decided to send him across to Herod who was in 
Jerusalem, Herod “was very glad because he had long 
desired to see him, because he had heard about him” (Luke 
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23:8). But our Lord would not so much as speak a word to 
him. His unrepentant sinfulness precluded him from all 
“understanding.” When our Lord stood before the Roman 
Procurator, he stated his mission. It was to bear witness to 
the truth — and Pilate’s response was, “what is truth?” — 
thereupon leaving him (John 18:38). Pilate was incapable 
of “understanding.” So then, our practical question comes 
down to this: how can we gain the heart to understand, the 
ears to hear and the eyes to see? What must we clol The 
question is well put, because we can and should begin not 
just with thought but with action. Let us begin with 
obedience in action , resolving to obey God in what we 
think, say and do. If we do what God wants us to do, the 
grace of God will nourish and form our “understanding.” 
Cardinal Newman once wrote that the essence of religion 
involves authority and obedience. We must obey God’s 
authority over us. Let us pray for God’s grace and aid, and 
then act in obedience to him. The gift of “understanding,” 
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that “understanding” which produces the harvest, will be 
granted. 

“This is the judgment,” St John writes, “that the light 
has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone 
who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does 
what is true comes to the light” (John 3:19-20). The 
problem in seeing the light is what the heart loves. The 
heart can love darkness rather than the light, and so the 
light will be refused. Of critical importance is what a 
person is actually doing. Men loved darkness because their 
deeds were evil. So let us begin with practical action. Let 
us do what God wants, praying that our heart will be given 
“understanding.” 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 13:18-23) 

“The one who received the word in rich soil is the 
man who hears the word and understands if 

Sin It has often been observed that while previous 
ages were noted for constant references to sin, our own age 
is noted for the absence of reference to sin. Pope Pius XII 
declared on one occasion that the sin of the present age is 
the loss of the sense of sin. In stating this he was pointing 
out that modern man tends to be unaware of his sinfulness, 
and that this very state is itself sinful. That is, he is 
responsible for his own blindness as to his condition. 
Consider the attitude to this in our popular literature and in 
the media. Sin is scarcely regarded as an objective reality, 
whereas crime and guilt is. The very word “sin” rarely 
features in normal literary currency because the term “sin” 
denotes a sense of human behaviour as not simply criminal 
or immoral but as offending an observing and holy God 
who really exists. This is exactly what our secular age 
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tends to deny for it adopts an agnostic posture in respect to 
what it regards as the hypothesis of God. Yes, our age 
accepts that there are crimes and immorality, but the jury is 
out in respect to “sin.” Religion is a popular and 
widespread academic study in our time, but its students are 
encouraged to conduct their studies as what we might call 
detached observers. The sense of sin itself may be studied 
as part of the study of religion, but again, this is done 
characteristically by the detached observer. No judgment 
is made on the truth of God, revealed religion, and sin. 
Rather, these are looked on as phenomena, as are the 
systems of beliefs that include them. This entire situation 
manifests the modern lack of the sense of sin. 

Now, this lack in the modern perspective is very 
serious because, as Cardinal Newman used to point out, it 
means that revealed religion is not received with interior 
understanding. Newman used to point out that God comes 
addressing the sinner. He came to take away the sin of the 
world, and as a result, the one who thinks he has no sin is 
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in a serious predicament. He will not grasp the message of 
the Gospel with an inner and personal understanding. It 
will not be perceived as truly addressed to him and as 
offering to him immensely important prospects. Christ will 
not be recognized from the heart as the Saviour — but only 
as one of many so-called “saviours” that man may follow. 
This is because he does not know that he is a sinner and is 
not looking out for redemption. This is surely at least part 
of the point in our Lord’s explanation of his parable of the 
sower in today’s Gospel. The emphasis in his explanation 
is given to the soil which receives the seed. On the one 
hand there are those who hear “the word of the kingdom” 
(the seed) “without understanding” and on the other there 
“is the man who hears the word and understands it” 
(Matthew 13:18-23). So the presence or the lack of 
“understanding” is the critical issue. Those who lack 
“understanding” are like the edge of the path, or the 
patches of rock, or the thorns in which the seed cannot 



2578 


flourish. But the one with “understanding” is like the “rich 
soil” which produces a harvest — the harvest of holiness. 

Now then, what is this “understanding” which must be 
had if the seed is to bear fruit? An essential part of it is that 
man must truly understand that he is a sinner and in need of 
redemption. He will then be in a position to understand 
that the Word that comes to him as both sower and seed is 
God’s salvation. Let us pray to the Holy Spirit that we will 
genuinely understand our predicament that of ourselves we 
are under the power of sin, and that we have indeed sinned. 
We are sinners in need of Christ the Redeemer. That we 
are sinners is as plain as the day but, like the Pharisee in 
our Lord’s parable of the Pharisee and the Publican praying 
in the Temple, we can so easily be blind to our condition, 
and blithely consider that we are not sinners. Let us ask for 
the grace to know ourselves, for in knowing ourselves we 
will then recognise and welcome the Redeemer when he 
comes with his tidings of salvation. 
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Saturday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favor, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 7:1-11; Psalm Ps 84:3-6a and 
8a, 11; Matthew 13:24-30 

Jesus proposed a parable to the crowds. “The 
Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his 
enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and 
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then went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the 
weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the householder 
came to him and said, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? Where have the weeds come from?’ He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this. ’ His slaves said to 
him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up? ’ He replied, 
‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat 
along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; 
then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, “First 
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but 
gather the wheat into my barn. ” (Matthew 13:24-30) 

Wheat and Weeds The Oxford Movement of 1833 
began as an earnest attempt to inject life and patristic 
Catholicity into the Established Church in England: the 
Anglican Church had to become more “Catholic,” more 
patristic, more the Church of the Apostles. A direct result 
of this Catholic emphasis was that there emerged on the 
horizon of the spectre of the Church of Rome. More and 
more, the Church of England was found wanting in 
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Catholicity and incapable of embodying it entirely and 
unambiguously. The silent rival, ever looming, ever more 
convincing, was the hitherto beleaguered body of English 
papists - but now advancing ever confident of their 
theological position. They constituted the presence in 
England of the Church of the ages, the Church in 
communion with the See of Rome. They were ever 
gaining ground, and it appeared that were they to be given 
an uninhibited run, little would stop them in the 
persuasiveness of their claims to be the one true Church 
founded by Christ. A new moment came when Dr. 
Nicholas Wiseman arrived in England from Rome and 
began his apologetical lectures on behalf of the Roman 
Church. He scored a direct hit with his article (in the 
Dublin Review, 1839) quoting St Augustine’s dictum that 
the whole Church possesses and utters the truth as against a 
mere part of the Church. Newman admitted to getting a 
“stomach-ache” over it. Newman was the acknowledged 
leader of the Movement of Oxford and of the Catholic, yet 



2583 


anti-papal, Via Media position in Anglicanism. In 
response, Newman demanded from the Church of Rome 
signs of sanctity — one of the great notes of the true 
Church. He saw little sanctity in that Church. He wrote in 
a letter to Phillips, “If they want to convert England, let 
them go barefoot into our manufacturing towns, let them 
preach to the people like St. Francis Xavier — let them be 
pelted and trampled on, and I will own that they do what 
we cannot ... Let them use the proper arms of the Church 
and they will prove they are the Church ... What a day it 
will be when God will make arise among their Communion 
saintly men such as Bernard and Borromeo ... The English 
will never be favourably inclined to a party of conspirators 
and instigators; only faith and sanctity are irresistible.” 
Well, that is what he got, because there came to England 
Dominic Barberi, the Italian Passionist priest, now 
beatified. In November of 1840 Barberi had made a brief 
visit to England to survey the situation. Then later in 1841 
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he arrived and settled at Staffordshire, on February 17, 
1842. He was the saint Newman had demanded. 

Famously, it was Blessed Dominic Barberi who 
received Blessed John Henry Newman into the Church late 
in 1845. The point here, though, is that Newman certainly 
found in Barberi the sanctity he expected in what he came 
to call (to the perplexity of his friend, Pusey) the “One 
True Fold.” Forty-four years after his conversion, and one 
year before his own death as a Cardinal, Newman wrote to 
Cardinal Parocchi, the Vicar of Rome, about Father 
Dominic Barberi. The cause for the beatification of Father 
Dominic was being introduced, and Newman had this to 
say about him: “Fr. Dominic of the Mother of God was a 
most striking missionary and preacher and he had great 
part in my own conversion and in that of others. His very 
look had a holy aspect which when his figure came in sight 
in my circle most singularly affected me, and his 
remarkable ‘bonhomie’ in the midst of his sanctity was in 
itself a real holy preaching. No wonder, then, I became his 
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convert and penitent. He was a great lover of England. I 
grieved at his sudden death, and I thought and hoped he 
would receive from Rome the ‘aureola’ of a Saint as is now 
to be.” All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today, in 
which our Lord tells the parable of the man who sowed 
good seed in his field. The Anglican Newman had stated 
that he could not find sanctity in the Church of Rome - he 
certainly found it in Dominic Barberi. However, the hard 
fact remains that there are, were, and will be many weeds 
in the Master’s field. The fact of the weeds does not 
discount the presence of the good seed, nor that the field 
does indeed belong to the divine Master. It will produce its 
divinely-intended harvest. Why does not God root out the 
weeds? Why does he allow weeds to remain in his field, to 
the disdain of those looking on? We do not know, but 
presumably one reason is the patience of God in giving 
time for all to convert — and people do convert over time, 
and die good deaths despite wayward lives. Let us 
remember Christ’s amazing restraint before Judas, one of 
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the chosen Twelve. He did not uproot him from the 
Twelve and hurl him out — as he could have. He waited, 
and right at the end, at the moment of betrayal, he 
addressed him as his Friend. God waits. As our Lord says 
in the parable, “Let them grow together until harvest; then 
at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, ‘First collect the 
weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the 
wheat into my barn’” (Matthew 13:24-30). 

If we are practising our faith, then we can be counted 
among the “wheat.” But in a different sense, we may be 
among the “weeds,” for there is much sin and lack of 
generosity in our lives. God is not cutting short our lives 
but patiently giving us time and grace to repent and to 
grow in holiness. Let us make use of our time, then, to 
produce the harvest of goodness of life God means for us. 
Let us be humble, understanding, and patient with others 
who may be among the weeds, for God has his time, and 
their conversion and progress may come. Our parable 
today has much to teach us. 
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Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-11, 15- 
18; Ephesians 4:1-6; John 6:1-15 
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Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of 
the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great 
crowd of people followed him because they saw the 
miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. Then Jesus 
went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 
The Jewish Passover Feast was near. When Jesus looked 
up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, he said to 
Philip, Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat? 
He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 
what he was going to do. Philip answered him, Eight 
months ’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one 
to have a bite! Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, spoke up, Here is a boy with five small 
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many? Jesus said, Make the people sit down. 
There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat 
down, about five thousand of them. Jesus then took the 
loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were 
seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the 
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fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his 
disciples, Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing 
be wasted. So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets 
with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those 
who had eaten. After the people saw the miraculous sign 
that Jesus did, they began to say, Surely this is the Prophet 
who is to come into the world. Jesus, knowing that they 
intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew 
again to a mountain by himself. (John 6:1-15) 

Heavenly Bread Our Gospel today places before 
us the scene of our Lord feeding the large crowds with the 
five loaves and the two fish. He provided them with food 
out of nowhere, as it were. It was a gift from heaven in 
which he took a little food made from the earth and human 
labour, and by his divine power gave nourishment, health 
and life to the vast numbers gathered before him (John 6:1- 
15). It was a harbinger of the heavenly Bread which he 
would give to his Apostles at the Last Supper and through 
them to the Church, and through the Church to mankind. 
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By means of the heavenly Food which was his Body and 
his Blood he would draw us into his life of union with the 
Father. Let us then consider the Holy Eucharist, and in 
particular Holy Communion in which we partake of this 
divine nourishment. By means of it we enter into union 
with Jesus, and during the moments of Holy Communion 
we unite ourselves with him in his prayer to the Father. 
With our Gospel text today pointing to the heavenly Bread 
that is Holy Communion, we remember another occasion 
in the Gospel, when our Lord is portrayed in prayer (Luke 
11:1-13). One of his disciples asked him to teach them to 
pray, and he did so. At various times in the Gospel our 
Lord is shown at prayer, but the greatest moments of our 
Lord's prayer here on earth were those he prayed while 
hanging on the Cross. It was during his Passion up to the 
point of his death on the Cross that our Lord was offering 
the greatest prayer of his life, and that prayer was his 
prayer of self-offering to the Father on behalf of all 
mankind. He was bearing the sins of the entire world and 
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expiating for them by his act of total obedience to the 
Father. Those few who followed our Lord on his way to 
Calvary were observing our Saviour in agony, but it was an 
agony that expressed his prayer, the greatest prayer ever 
offered to the Father. He was also teaching mankind that 
very prayer by his own example. If we want to know what 
it is to pray, we ought contemplate Christ on the Cross. 
Where does all this happen in our daily life? Most of all, 
and more than anywhere else, this happens at holy Mass. 
At Mass we are in the presence of our Lord as he prays on 
our behalf and instructs us in his word, in the readings and 
the homily. At Mass we ought listen to him attentively, 
and enter into his prayer to the Father. We ought be full of 
prayerful attention during holy Mass. 

Most of all, in the Eucharistic Prayer our Lord prays 
to his heavenly Father on our behalf. At Mass we are in 
the presence of Christ during the greatest moment of his 
life of prayer, the prayer he offered during his sacrifice on 
the Cross at Calvary. That prayer is his prayer of 
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obedience and loving abandonment to the Father on our 
behalf, making up for our lack of obedience and lack of 
abandonment to the will of the Father. At Mass the 
sacrifice of Christ to his heavenly Father at Calvary is 
made present. That is what is happening at Mass, and we 
are not just observers which some of his disciples were 
during the actual event. Mary was an active participant, 
and at Mass we become active participants in Christ’s 
prayer of self-offering. We are in active union with him as 
he prays on our behalf, or at least we ought be. We 
participate in Christ’s prayer of self-offering at Mass not 
only by our personal attention and prayerfulness during the 
Eucharistic Prayer and the Communion Rite, but above all 
by our reception of Holy Communion. Holy Communion 
is the divine Bread from heaven to which our Lord pointed 
when he fed the vast crowds with the few loaves. That 
divine Food is literally and solely himself. It is an 
extraordinary thing that the living Jesus, in all his human 
and divine reality, gives himself to us in Holy Communion. 
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It is so easy to approach Holy Communion simply viewing 
the appearances rather than, with a lively faith, 
apprehending the reality. When we receive Holy 
Communion our Lord gives himself in his total reality to 
us, even though all we see and taste are the appearances of 
bread and wine. He then unites us to himself in what he is 
doing, and what he is doing above all is praying to the 
heavenly Father for us and for the whole world in an act of 
loving surrender. It is therefore the privileged moment of 
prayer in our life. In practice, though, do we regard it as 
such? There is no other moment of prayer equal to the 
moment of Holy Communion because we are united with 
Christ in his prayer. It is the moment above all when we 
ought place before our Lord all that we need, all that we 
want to say to God, and our whole selves in prayer. It is a 
wonderful practice to remain in prayer for many minutes 
after having received Holy Communion because during 
that time our Lord remains within us in all his Eucharistic 
presence. Let us cultivate the practice of returning home 
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after Mass in genuine prayer with the Eucharistic Jesus 
who is still with us. 

At Mass and in Holy Communion, Christ is praying as 
our Intercessor before the Father and he takes us and all 
our intentions into his prayer. Let us not ignore those 
precious moments of his presence within us when we are 
able to pray in union with him. We ought treasure Mass 
and Holy Communion as the precious moments of our life. 
It is the Mass that matters for the Catholic, and we have in 
the Mass a great motive for going to Confession regularly. 
Let us never take Mass for granted, but approach and 
participate in it with a lively faith, and so reap from it the 
harvest for our spiritual life and quest for holiness that it 
offers. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1382-1390 (The Eucharist as paschal meal) 
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Monday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34; Psalml06:19- 
20, 21-22, 23; Matthew 13:31-35 

Jesus proposed a parable to the crowds. “The 
Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person 
took and sowed in afield. It is the smallest of all the seeds, 
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yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a 
large bush, and the birds of the sky come and dwell in its 
branches. ” He spoke to them another parable. “The 
Kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole 
batch was leavened. ” All these things Jesus spoke to the 
crowds in parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to 
fulfil what had been said through the prophet: I will open 
my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain 
hidden from the foundation of the world. (Matthew 13:31- 
35) 


The Seed Over the centuries, there have been 
various hopes for a better world, even an ideal world. The 
term “Utopia” captures something of this — and 
commonly a “utopian” person is understood to be 
something of an idealistic, an ardent but unpractical 
reformer. He is thought to be “very utopian.” The term 
points to an ideal society or state of things. A famous 
literary figure in Australian history was (Dame) Mary 
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Gilmore (1865-1962), bom Mary Jean Cameron at Mary 
Vale, near Goulburn, New South Wales. The Canberra 
suburb of Gilmore and the federal electorate of Gilmore are 
named after her. There is a park named after her near 
Castle Hill, Sydney. She became involved in the 
increasing socialist radicalism of the day, and was part of 
the “Bulletin school” of radical writers. At that time (in 
1892), The New Australia Co-operative Settlement 
Association, known in short as the “New Australia 
Movement,” was founded by William Lane. It was a 
classic case of a utopian movement to set up an ideal 
society — a new Australia, as it were — and Paraguay was 
chosen as the site of the intended settlement. The first ship 
left Sydney in July 1893, and the government of Paraguay 
offered the group a large area of good land. There were 
some able settlers, but “New Australia” failed. It has been 
described as a gathering of misfits, failures, and 
malcontents of the left wing of Australian democracy. 
Mary Cameron followed William Lane and other socialist 
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idealists to Paraguay in 1896, where she married Billy 
Gilmore in 1897. But by 1902 the socialist experiment had 
clearly failed and the Gilmore family returned to Australia, 
where they took up farming near Casterton, Victoria. From 
there she went on to her distinguished literary career in 
Australia, remaining radical, socialist and very “utopian” to 
the end. This was one among numerous instances of 
attempts at an ideal kingdom on earth. Sadly, all too often 
such “utopias” are conceived without God and his revealed 
will. Perhaps the first “utopian” proposal was that 
expressed in Plato’s Republic. Famously, in the early 
sixteenth century, Sir Thomas More’s book Utopia 
proposed an ideal society of that name. The precise 
significance of More’s book is debated — some regarding 
it as a satire, intended to reveal more about the England of 
his time than about an ideal society. Certainly, Thomas 
More, illustrious and learned Catholic martyr and 
canonized saint of the Church, had no illusions about any 
ideal kingdom of man, on this earth. 
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One of the most notable things about the Revealed 
Religion of the Patriarchs and Prophets, as recorded in the 
inspired Scriptures, was its developing expectation of the 
coming Kingdom of God. God was the King, and he would 
establish his dominion on earth through the dynasty of 
David and his chosen people. It would be his creation. 
Thus would the prophecy to Abraham be fulfilled, that all 
the families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:3). 
This was widely interpreted as a temporal, material, 
economic, social and political regime on the earth — and 
when Christ fed the thousands with a handful of food he 
immediately saw that the crowds wished to make him their 
king. The Messiah was expected to be a temporal messiah, 
and as St Luke records, even after our Lord had risen from 
the dead his disciples had this expectation. My impression 
is that to this day those of the Jewish faith do not accept 
Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah principally because he 
did not inaugurate a temporal kind of Kingdom of God. As 
a matter of fact, this spiritual character of God’s Kingdom 
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was one of the resolutely original features of the preaching 
of Jesus Christ. The Kingdom of God which he preached 
so incessantly was “within you.” Of course, it has 
temporal implications, but it is God’s rule over hearts. It is 
holiness of life. Its culmination is heaven. As he hung 
upon the Cross in abandonment to the Father, atoning for 
the sins of mankind, he promised entry to the Kingdom to 
the one dying next to him. Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your Kingdom! I promise you, he replied, this 
day you will be with me in Paradise. All of this brings us 
to our Gospel today (Matthew 13:31-35), in which Christ 
describes the Kingdom of God he was establishing on 
earth. The Kingdom is like the mustard seed. As Pope 
Benedict XVI once explained (June 2012), the mustard 
seed, despite its diminutive size, is full of life and grows 
until it ‘becomes the greatest of all shrubs.’ The Pope 
continued: “The message is clear: the Kingdom of God, 
though it requires our collaboration, is above all a gift of 
God, a grace which precedes man and his works. Our 
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weak strength, apparently impotent before the problems of 
the world, if united to that of God fears no obstacles, 
because the victory of the Lord is certain.” All this is to 
say that in essence, the Kingdom of God consists in union 
with Jesus Christ by faith and grace. He is present in his 
Church, which he sends forth to make disciples of all the 
nations. 

Life is short, and eternity is long — as Blessed John 
Henry Newman writes at the end of one of his most famous 
books (The Development of Christian Doctrine). This 
means that we have no time to waste on false and illusive 
targets. Our target must be the kingship of God over our 
hearts and over the hearts of as many as possible. This 
kingship or rule is extended once a person accepts Jesus 
Christ as Lord and sets out to live accordingly — by grace 
and personal resolution. The rule of God will assuredly 
grow in one’s heart once the decisive steps are taken and 
maintained. Christ promises this growth by grace in our 
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parables today. Yes! The mustard seed will grow and the 
yeast will leaven the batch. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 13:31-35) 

Divine Grace One good way of beginning to 
understand the Catholic doctrine of divine grace is to look 
at what grace does. Having seen that, one then can 
consider its nature. The grace of God produces saints, and 
through those saints it produces more saints or at least 
people on the way to sanctity. Prior to his conversion, who 
would have expected the mighty river of grace that came to 
flow from the life and person of Ignatius of Loyola! He 
was a court gad-about concerned only with making a name 
for himself, and determined to gain acclaim by doing 
illustriously in battle. That is to say, he was on the way to 
the oblivion that has engulfed countless persons who 
followed the path of vanity he was following. But what 
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happened to change everything? He was hit by a cannon 
ball and gradually started doing a little serious reading and 
thinking. The story of his being converted to a passionate 
following of Christ and his setting in motion a tremendous 
religious Society in the Church is testimony to the power of 
the grace of God. St Thomas Aquinas points out that 
God’s almighty power is manifested in his mercy, and the 
life of St Ignatius Loyola is an instance of God’s power. 
He looked with mercy on Ignatius and abundant fruit 
sprung forth. The pattern is evident in many other saints. 
Consider the conversion of St Paul, consider that of St 
Augustine, that of St Patrick, that of St Francis of Assisi, 
consider the second conversion of St Teresa of Avila, 
consider the teenage conversion of John Henry Newman. 
The call of Christ was heard in these cases and the effect 
was dramatic - due to the power of divine grace. 

On one occasion our Lord said that the Kingdom of 
God is within you. In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
speaks of the Kingdom of heaven, which is nothing other 
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than the rule of God. He likens it to “a mustard seed which 
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all 
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of 
all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and 
shelter in its branches” (Matthew 13:31-35). That seed is 
the grace of God implanted in our souls at Baptism, 
nourished by the other Sacraments and the word of God, 
and producing its harvest in personal holiness and in the 
apostolate each is called to exercise in daily life. The story 
of the saints shows us that God’s providence and plan 
varies for each person but each is called to holiness of life 
and to a share in the mission of our Lord. The manner, the 
degree, and the circumstances of each person’s vocation 
will vary, but the history of sanctity in the Church ought 
show to each of Christ’s faithful what God’s grace can do. 
Our task is not to create our vocation for ourselves, but to 
discern the vocation that God has granted us, and with faith 
in his powerful grace to endeavour to live up to it with all 
its responsibilities. God has his plan, his providence, and 
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he gives his grace to us who are called to participate in it. 
On our part, the saints teach us how important conversion 
is, how important fidelity, how important using the means 
that the Church recommends, and how important is 
growing in the virtues. 

So then, now I begin! Personal holiness and 
apostolate! Every day I must begin anew, knowing that the 
grace of God in me can do it. 
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Tuesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 33:7-11 ;34:5b-9, 28; Psalm 
103:6-13; Matthew 13:36-43 

Jesus dismissed the crowds and went into the house. 
His disciples approached him and said, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds in the field. ” He said in reply, “He 
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who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the 
world, the good seed the children of the Kingdom. The 
weeds are the children of the Evil One, and the enemy who 
sows them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his Kingdom all who cause others to sin and all 
evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the Kingdom of their 
Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear. ” (Matthew 
13:36-43) 

The End While there is very often in this life some 
kind of rectification of the sharp contrast between the 
conduct of men and their fortunes, it scarcely balances out. 
A person is found guilty of a crime and executed — that 
might seem to be a rectification of the disorder of the crime 
he was found guilty of committing. But then at a later date 



2609 


it is discovered that he was innocent. Another gains power 
by brute force and spends the rest of his life, to his own 
perceived advantage, causing suffering and evil to others. 
He dies in his bed unpunished. This sort of fact seems to 
require a final judgment or its equivalent. In one form or 
another, the notion of a final readjustment after death that 
settles things fairly was prevalent among the peoples in 
pre-Christian times. The doctrine of the transmigration of 
souls was one form of this imagined readjustment. The 
Egyptians had their image of a judgment and retribution 
after death — as set forth, for instance, in their “Book of 
the Dead.” Among the populace of the Persians, the 
Greeks and the Romans there was an acceptance of the 
mythological depictions of a future judgment and a 
compensation. But very many of the learned saw in these 
myths only allegory. Scepticism grew and became 
widespread. It seems that Plato urged, in many forms, the 
argument from retributive justice and the necessity of 
future existence for an adequate reward of the good and 



2610 


punishment of the wicked. Now, it is to be noted that 
while Aristotle (384-322 B.C.), Plato’s student and one of 
the most illustrious thinkers of all time, was the real 
founder of systematic ethics, his Ethics practically ignores 
the matter of a future life. In this respect he may be taken 
as an ancient and notable instance of the modern tendency 
to conceive a morality independent of religion. While 
Aristotle teaches that the active intellect is indestructible, it 
is not certain that he did not understand this in a pantheistic 
sense. This lack of focus on a future life in Aristotle must 
surely be regarded as a singular lack for a total morality — 
as the common, if vague, religious belief of mankind 
suggests. The religions of man show that man tends to 
believe that things will be made right ultimately beyond 
this life. I place the root of this presentiment in the 
conscience. The conscience intimates to the imagination a 
future reckoning, and all have a conscience. The fact is, 
though — as exemplified in the great Aristotle — that 
ancient paganism never clearly grasped that in the final 
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analysis one thing will decide all: the Judgment of God. If 
this is the fact, as it is, then it is darkness not to live in the 
light of it. 

As a matter of fact, the appearance of the Christian 
religion began a new epoch in how the ethical life was to 
be understood. St Paul had important things to say 
precisely on the moral law as something accessible to the 
pagan world, and the Judgment of God was a key item. 
God has written his moral law in the hearts of all men, 
even of those outside the influence of the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. This law manifests itself in the conscience of 
every man and is the norm according to which the whole 
human race will be judged on the day of reckoning. While 
the law of God, written on the hearts of the peoples, had 
become obscured because of sin, still, all would face the 
Judgment of God — “He will render to every man 
according to his works'” (Romans 2:6). St Paul seems to 
suggest that the conscience bears witness not only to the 
law of God written on the heart, but to “that day when ... 
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God judges” (Romans 2:15-16). There is a natural sense of 
the Judgment of God. Of course, St Paul’s teaching 
transmits the repeated, insistent, unambiguous Revelation 
of Jesus Christ about heaven and hell, and the judgment of 
God which will precede it — which brings us to our 
Gospel passage today (Matthew 13:36-43). For all the 
speculations of the philosophers (singularly valuable as 
many of them have been), Christ reveals the one ominous 
fact in the light of which all our actions must be 
determined. God will judge every man according to his 
works, as St Paul writes. So it is that our Lord gives his 
simple and momentous teaching about the End. “Just as 
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at 
the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, 
and they will collect out of his Kingdom all who cause 
others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into 
the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding 
of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear” 
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(Matthew 13:36-43). We have been told from on high that 
at the end of every person’s life there will be a divine 
judgment on his thoughts, words and deeds. Each must 
stand ready, for he knows not the day nor the hour when 
the Son of man may come. Then at the end of the course 
of human history, there will be a divine judgment on the 
whole of the human race, and the sheep will be separated 
from the goats. It will be a matter then of Heaven or Hell, 
and forever. 

Once life has begun, its course on this earth will 
inevitably end. No person has the choice about whether 
this end will come, once the course of life has started. So 
he must take in hand his life and live in the light of the 
Judgment of God. He cannot say to himself — I have no 
part in all this business. He has no choice. He will 
inevitably face God’s judgment. So he must resolve to live 
aright, and in a manner that pleases God. If he puts his 
whole heart to the business and sets out for the goal of 
goodness of life in earnest, repenting constantly and 
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seeking to live in the grace of Jesus Christ, his prospects 
are good and bright. But if he does not exercise his power 
of choice in this way, if he squanders his life, doom is 
ahead of him. To it, then! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 13:36-43) 

“The sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. The 
field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the 
kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy 
who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
world; the reapers are the angels .” 

The Judgment Cardinal Newman (1801-1890) 
once wrote in correspondence (1875) that the first principle 
of religion is the thought of a judgment as contained in the 
feeling of conscience. Whether that statement can be 
applied to any and all religions is a moot point. At least, 
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though, it offers to the Christian an identifiable means of 
nourishing his own religious life and also of recalling 
others to the importance of religion. St Ignatius Loyola is 
said to have often put to Francis Xavier the question, what 
does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul? He was reminding Xavier of God’s judgment. 
It converted Xavier to an ardent religious faith. At the end 
of one of his most famous books (The Development of 
Christian Doctrine, 1845) Newman appeals to the reader to 
remember that life is short and eternity long. He is 
reminding the reader of God’s judgment. Like the exams a 
student has to prepare for if he is to graduate, the judgment 
of God must be faced. Just as the thought of those exams 
affects behaviour, so too the thought of a coming judgment 
— if it truly exercises the mind — will have its effect on 
our behaviour. For that reason the spiritual masters 
recommend to the Christian that he think much of the last 
things: death and God’s judgment, for following on the 
judgment of God there will be either heaven or hell, 
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salvation or damnation. It is an awful prospect and one 
that ought transform life into a serious matter. 

Very many religions have not had a clear thought of a 
divine judgment on the life of each person. The ancient 
classical religions of Greece and Rome in general did not. 
Classical Buddhism does not. Many indigenous religions 
do not, such as traditional Australian aboriginal religion. 
Well, it has been revealed by Christ our Lord that there is 
this judgment, and our Gospel scene today (Matthew 
13:36-43) is an instance of this teaching. Our Lord is 
asked for an explanation of the parable he has told, the 
parable of the darnel in the field. It is all about the 
judgment of God. In the final analysis, our Lord informs 
us, there will be those who have chosen to be good and 
those who have chosen to be evil: those who are subjects of 
God’s kingdom and those who are subjects of the devil. At 
the end of time those who are evil will be gathered together 
by God and sent to hell “where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.” In fact, this fate of the evil ones seems 
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to be the main teaching of the parable. It is a reminder by 
Christ our Lord that the wages of sin are death. The 
pressing requirement, then, is repentance. For that reason 
repentance was the first note of our Lord’s public 
preaching, and it was the most prominent feature of St John 
the Baptist’s preaching. We must repent of our sins 
because God’s judgment is coming. In view of the fact 
that, as St Paul points out, all men of themselves are under 
the power of sin, all men must repent. 

Repentance is the path to the life of virtue and grace. 
The prospects of the virtuous are bright, for, as our Lord 
teaches in our Gospel passage today “the virtuous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” Let us 
renounce death and choose life. Let us put away sin and 
choose virtue. Let us bear constantly in mind the thought 
of God’s judgment, for it is one of the starting points of 
religion. 
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Wednesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21; Psalm 59:2-4, 
10-11, 17, 18; Matthew 13:44-46 

Jesus said to his disciples: “The Kingdom of heaven is 
like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and 
hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has 
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and buys that field. Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl 
of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
it. ” (Matthew 13:44-46) 

The Treasure When I was a child and a youth, 
“Fulton Sheen” was a household name for a man of 
outstanding oratory. He was known throughout the world 
for his flair, his power and his presence on radio and 
television. He had good looks, he dressed with great 
clerical style, he was captivating and attractive, and was 
among the most illustrious of public speakers. I later came 
to realize that he was also a prolific writer. There were 
some who thought he was just “a show-off’ — which 
imputed motives of vanity and self-aggrandizement to him 
in his unceasing preaching. Others thought he was just a 
popular preacher, and were unaware of his intellectual 
power and depth. I remember that when I was a student of 
philosophy in the seminary, I once referred to a 
philosophical position expressed by Fulton Sheen in one of 
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his books. My comment brought some laughter — Fulton 
Sheen was considered as a great preacher but a 
philosophical lightweight. Nothing could be further from 
the truth, as I discovered for myself. When I was doing 
higher studies precisely in philosophy I had cause to turn to 
Sheen’s book, Philosophy of Religion, and I was astonished 
at its high philosophical quality and power of exact 
expression. I never had the chance to study his other, 
earlier philosophical works (such as God and Intelligence 
in Modern Philosophy, and others) but I remember 
regretting that Fulton Sheen moved away from philosophy 
to broader and, of course, more influential religious work. 
I felt that he could have made an immense contribution to 
philosophy, had he stayed with that discipline — which 
was his academic speciality. I learnt later that his doctoral 
thesis at Louvain earned the Cardinal Mercier Prize for 
International Philosophy (1923). He was a man of simply 
extraordinary gifts and he had an unshakeable commitment 
to divine revelation as it is possessed and taught by the 
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Catholic Church. He saw that there was nothing more 
certain than what God had revealed in Jesus Christ, as 
entrusted by Christ to the Church that he had founded. At 
the commencement of his pontificate, John Paul II had 
cause to visit the United States and met with Fulton Sheen 
briefly. It was obvious that the new Pope — himself a 
great philosopher and headed for eventual canonization — 
regarded Sheen as a man of real sanctity. He asked for his 
prayers. Soon after, in 1979, Sheen died. In 2002, the 
Holy See’s Congregation for the Causes of Saints named 
Sheen a Servant of God, and in a remarkably brief time, he 
was named Venerable by Pope Benedict XVI in June 2012. 
He attained high sanctity of life. 

Now, this was the greatest thing about Fulton Sheen. 
He aspired to sanctity of life — and he got there. What 
was the secret to his success in this fundamental venture, 
the venture of personal sanctity? Cardinal Dolan of New 
York once told Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) 
that “My professor, John Tracy Ellis, used to say there’s 
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never been anybody who’s been able to communicate the 
timeless truths of the Catholic religion to a very timely 
culture, namely the United States, like Fulton Sheen — 
without diluting any of the essentials of our Catholic Faith. 
He was able to present it in an eminently attractive way 
and that has always inspired me...” Now, I remember 
reading some publication by John Tracy Ellis and he 
narrated how Fulton Sheen invited him to live with him. 
Ellis said that Fulton Sheen’s influence on America was 
incalculable. But he made a passing observation about 
Fulton Sheen — he was vain. What evidence he had for 
saying this was not given, and I thought it was absolutely 
unwarranted. I was less impressed with Ellis for this 
remark of his, so impossible to verify. If he had said that 
Sheen was tempted to vanity, then this would have stood to 
reason in view of Sheen’s constant high profile. But that 
aside, let us imagine the theoretical possibility that Fulton 
Sheen was seriously tempted to vanity (because of his 
indisputable gifts and his great success). The fact is that he 
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attained to a high sanctity, and the Church has confirmed 
this. This meant that he reached a profound humility of 
soul and successfully repelled temptations to vanity, 
granting the theoretical possibility of his having such 
temptations. He desired sanctity, he sought it, and he took 
the means to attain it. These included the tough and daily 
work of resisting specific flaws, faults, and those 
temptations to which he might have been especially prone. 
This is the point here. It is not enough to aspire dreamily 
for sanctity — to say, Lord! Lord! We must get to the 
business of combating faults and sins, and in particular 
those to which we are especially subject. We have to hunt 
down the enemy that is sin, one by one, till by the grace of 
God, Jesus Christ is truly the Lord of our life. It means a 
daily examination of conscience, especially in respect to 
our personal areas of particular struggle, be it vanity, be it 
greed, be it lust, whatever. It is important that we get a 
good spiritual director who can accompany and advise us 



2624 


in our struggle. All the saints traversed this difficult road, 
and Fulton Sheen did too — and he got to its end. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today in which our 
Lord speaks of the kingdom of heaven — and one enters 
the kingdom by means of union with him. “The Kingdom 
of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person 
finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field” (Matthew 13:44-46). We have 
to be prepared to detach ourselves from all else and attach 
our whole mind, heart and soul to the Person of Jesus 
Christ. This means fighting sin in our life and not giving 
up. Let us take up the work, then, not dreamily, but in a 
very practical way, taking our faults one by one, and 
gradually rooting them out and giving the place to Jesus 
Christ. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 13:44-46) 

The Treasure Catholic Christianity is a religion 
that looks to the gift of God’s grace. In doing God’s work 
and in fulfilling the call inherent in our Baptism, we need 
the aid of his grace. One of the great prophets of the Old 
Testament was Jeremiah — and he appealed for God’s aid. 
The Book of Jeremiah presents us with a dialogue between 
the prophet Jeremiah and God who called him to the 
prophetic service. It would be interesting to know how 
such a dialogue came to be recorded for our benefit. The 
prophet groans under the burden of his separation from his 
people which he feels and the rejection he suffered from 
their hands. In the presence of God, he protests his 
innocence and his refusal to join in the sinful attitudes of 
the people. “I never took pleasure in sitting in scoffers’ 
company”. But it has involved a great and continual cost - 
his suffering is “continual” and God seems to be offering 
him no consolation. He asks of the Lord: “Why is my 
suffering continual, my wound incurable, refusing to be 
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healed? Do you mean to be for me a deceptive stream with 
inconstant waters?” (Jeremiah 15:10.16-21) The prophet’s 
predicament may be taken as exemplifying that of so many 
whose God-given work in life involves little consolation 
and much difficulty. The prophet’s prayer is an appeal for 
assistance in this work and for deliverance from the 
suffering. What is God’s answer to this prayer? We are 
fortunate to have it for it reminds us of the grace of God. 

God replies to the prophet that, despite all the 
difficulty, he is to renew his commitment to his mission. If 
he does so, “you shall be as my own mouth” (Jeremiah 
15:19). God will fortify Jeremiah, making him “a bronze 
wall fortified against this people. They will fight against 
you but they will not overcome you, because I am with you 
to deliver you from the hands of the wicked and redeem 
you from the clutches of the violent” (15:20). That is to 
say, the grace of God will suffice. We are reminded of St 
Paul’s appeal three times to God that he would take from 
him the “sting of the flesh” but God replied that divine 
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grace was all he needed, and that the power of God is made 
manifest in human weakness. So our passage from the 
prophet Jeremiah speaks especially of the power of God’s 
grace in the life of the one dedicated to the work that has 
been given to him from on high. In this grace lie our 
hopes. Our Lord in today’s Gospel (Matthew 13:44-46) 
tells the crowds what the kingdom of heaven is like. It is 
like a hidden treasure for which someone sells everything 
in order to buy it. That selling of everything for the sake of 
the treasure denotes the total dedication which God expects 
of the one who suffers in doing his will and his work. We 
ought aspire to have this dedication, and we can hope to 
have it provided we seek out, ask for, and depend on the 
grace of God. Everything depends on living by God's 
grace. 

One of the very magnificent prayers bequeathed to the 
Church’s children is that of St Ignatius of Loyola, called 
the Colloquy asking for the gift of divine love. In this 
prayer we ask God to take all, only to give us his love and 
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his grace. The one thing necessary for us is the love and 
the grace of God. With that we can fulfil the mission God 
has given us, no matter what be the difficulty. O God, take 
all but give me your love and your grace! 

-- 
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Thursday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38; Psalm 84:3-6a 
and 8a, 11; Matthew 13:47-53 

Jesus said, Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of 
fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the 
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shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in 
baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at 
the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the 
wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Have you understood all these things? Jesus asked. 
Yes, they replied. He said to them, Therefore every teacher 
of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of 
heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 
storeroom new treasures as well as old. When Jesus had 
finished these parables, he moved on from there. (Matthew 
13:47-53) 

The End Do animals have a sense of the future, 
properly speaking? No — they act on instinct, which in 
some animals is possessed of an astonishing power and 
reach. They remember instinctively, but their memory is, 
basically, but a present impression. They do not recall the 
past as such, nor do they plan in view of what they 
perceive to be the future, as such. Without their 
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understanding the fact, their instincts lead them to make 
provision for their future needs. I make these passing 
observations only to bring out that man certainly 
comprehends the past, the present and the future as such. 
In particular, he lives in the present with much preparation 
for the future. A child is born and the parents and wider 
family ask, as was asked about John the Baptist, “What 
will this child turn out to be?” — hoping, perhaps, that “the 
hand of the Lord” will be with him (Luke 1:66). The 
future is of great importance to man’s planning and 
considerations, and for how he lives the present and how 
he interprets his past. He should know that he must not 
live in the future (nor in the past) and neglect the duties of 
the present. Still, his present duties are to a large extent 
understood in the light of what he can foresee of the future. 
He is given years of education and training precisely in 
view of what will probably come in the future. All his life 
he is attending to present duties and preparing for the 
future. Strangely, though, man can easily forget to plan 
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for the real terminus of his existence, which is beyond his 
death. He knows he will die (though many forget even 
this). But what then? There is a broader question than 
even this. History proceeds inexorably. Will mankind as a 
whole have its end? If so, what then? Broadly, among 
primal cultures there is a belief in some kind of existence 
after death. In the ancient Babylonian religion, it seems 
that the existence of a Hereafter was accepted. In the 
Egyptian religion, the departed were called the “living,” 
and the judgment which each undergoes was described in 
the “Book of the Dead.” In the Vedic - the earliest 
historical form of the Indian religion - it seems there is a 
kingdom of the dead under the rule of Yama (the god of 
death), with distinct realms for the good and the wicked. 
The good dwell in a realm of light and share in the feasts of 
the gods; the wicked are banished to a place of “nethermost 
darkness.” So we could go on — the point is that the 
future, the ultimate future, is of natural importance to man. 
Yet how can he come to know his ultimate future? 
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The problem of the future has exercised many 
philosophers, including those who think without reference 
to divine revelation, and in particular the ineffable 
revelation granted to man by Jesus Christ. But the golden 
possession of man is that knowledge of the future which 
has been granted by God. It is a knowledge that serves his 
ultimate salvation. Prior to Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
world, the Old Testament transcended the religions of man 
in its doctrine of God and of man in relation to God. God 
is one. The universe is ruled by his wisdom, justice, and 
omnipotence, and man is created by God in His own image 
and likeness, and destined for friendship and fellowship 
with him. This was the basis for a revelation about the 
ultimate future. There is, though, a silence in many of its 
inspired Books on the subject of moral retribution after 
death, or at least a certain vagueness. In them, religion 
seems pre-eminently an affair of this life, and retribution 
works out here on earth. Further, the future of the chosen 
people seems to overshadow that of the individual, though 
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there is an advance (among the inspired Books) to an 
assurance of a personal resurrection from the dead — and 
we see evidence of this in various incidents of the Gospels 
(such as Martha’s statement to Christ, in John 11:24, just 
before he raised Lazarus from the dead). Without 
attempting here to survey the gradual developments in Old 
Testament revelation about the final end of man, a clear 
and lustrous climax of this process appeared with the 
teaching of Jesus Christ. This brings us to our Gospel 
today, in which our Lord tells us in plain terms what is 
going to happen at the end, and it is the judgment of God 
on the wicked which our Lord chooses to emphasize here. 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into 
the lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the 
fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down 
and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad 
away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where 
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there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 
13:47-53). That a particular judgment of each soul takes 
place at death is implied in many passages of the New 
Testament (such as in Luke 16:22; 23:43; and in Acts 1:25 
on Judas), and is stated in the teaching of the Church. In 
other texts such as Matthew 25:31-46, our Lord also 
reveals the final Judgment of God on all mankind. 

The point is that we know what the end will be, in its 
broad outline. Christ and his Church do not answer every 
question that idle curiosity may suggest, but there is given 
a clear, consistent, satisfying light on all that need be 
known and profitably understood regarding the issues of 
life and death for each of us personally, and the final end of 
the cosmos of which we are a part. We know what the last 
things will be. There will be death, God’s judgment, then 
heaven or hell, with the mercy of a purification (Purgatory) 
for those saved but not yet sufficiently holy and pure to be 
with God for ever. Let us have the wisdom to live the 
present in the light of this future, then. This means seeking 
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holiness of life, remembering that, as St Paul writes, “this 
is the will of God, your sanctification.” 


Second reflection: 

Hope The experience of failure is a universal 
human experience. The question is, what is to be man’s 
response to it? The most profound failure of man is in 
relation to his response to God, the failure that is called sin. 
The issue is, what is to be his response to this failure? 
Martin Luther was an earnest Augustinian priest in the 
early sixteenth century and he experienced failure in his 
attempts to overcome sin and attain holiness. His response 
to this personal failure was, as the Catholic Church 
pronounced it, tragically mistaken and led to the doctrines 
that inspired the Protestant Reformation. Setting aside his 
particular case, one of the most common causes of 
mediocrity among those who at one point or other have 
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begun living a more spiritual life is discouragement in the 
face of personal sin. They give up because they experience 
so much failure and, quietly settling for spiritual 
mediocrity, turn to other pursuits. Their hope has largely 
gone. They have unconsciously assumed that the quest for 
holiness is futile. What all this means is that if we are to 
have great desires of serving and loving God with all our 
soul (which is God’s commandment), we must be people of 
great hope and our hope has to be well founded if it is to 
last. The true response to failure is enduring hope, a hope 
that is undying - based on faith and issuing in love. 

Images can help us to grasp great ideas and unseen 
realities. There is a passage from the Book of Jeremiah in 
which God directs the prophet to go to the potter’s house 
and observe. The potter was there “working at the wheel. 
And whenever the vessel he was making came out wrong, 
as happens with the clay handled by potters he would start 
afresh and work it into another vessel, as potters do.” 
(Jeremiah 18:1-6) It was an image that encapsulates the 
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work of God in the life of sinful man. God is always 
starting again, always ready by his grace to rebuild our life 
in him, whatever be our past, whatever be our thoughts, 
words and deeds. What he asks for is that we repent of our 
sins and return to him as did the Prodigal Son. The power 
of God is immense and epoch after epoch show evidence of 
the renewal of the Church which God effects. “House of 
Israel, can I not do to you what this potter does? Yes, as 
the clay is in the potter’s hand, so you are in mine” 
(Jeremiah 18:1-6). Every one of us ought hear those words 
as addressed to us, for by our baptism we are members of 
God’s House and family. God addresses those words to us 
individually and to the entire Church, giving us undying 
hope, whatever be our failures. At every point we are able 
to start again, returning to our heavenly Father repentant 
and hopeful. Our hope is in the grace and power of God 
who raises from the dead. 

It is by this same power that Jesus our Saviour rose 
from the dead, and in him we are able to begin again 
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constantly. So then, now I begin! My hope lies in the 
power and the grace of God, not in my own very limited 
and few successes. Whatever be my failures, God is 
powerful, and his almighty power is shown in his mercy. 
Therein lies my hope. So I resolve never to give up and 
sink into a quiet and hopeless mediocrity, for I am in God’s 
hands. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; 
Psalm 81:3-6, 10-llab; Matthew 13:54-58 

Coming to his home town, Jesus began teaching the 
people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. Where 
did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 
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they asked. Isn't this the carpenter's son ? Isn't his mother's 
name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon 
and Judas? Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did 
this man get all these things? And they took offence at him. 
But Jesus said to them, Only in his home town and in his 
own house is a prophet without honour. And he did not do 
many miracles there because of their lack of faith. 
(Matthew 13:54-58) 

Faith Notice this about the preaching of John the 
Baptist: he did not demand faith in himself. He preached 
the word of God as it came to him, claiming to be the voice 
in the wilderness predicted by Isaiah (John 1:23). He 
pointed to what God required of his people (Luke 3: 4.10- 
14) and to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world (John 1:29-34). Although faith in his testimony was 
necessary for his preaching to be accepted, John did not 
make a point of requiring faith in himself. But Jesus Christ 
did, and did so repeatedly. Consider the prophets — the 
same thing can be said of them as is to be said of John the 
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Baptist. They preached the word of God as it had come to 
them, and while the acceptance of this testimony required a 
species of faith in the prophet, he did not make a point of 
requiring that faith in himself. What he was intent on was 
eliciting from the people faith in and obedience to God 
who had spoken his word to them through him. We read in 
the Book of Jeremiah that “the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah saying: Stand in the gate of the house of the Lord, 
and proclaim there this word, and say: ‘Hear the word of 
the Lord .... make your ways and your doings good, and I 
will dwell with you in this place...’” (7:1-3). Then swathe 
after swathe of prophetic passages follow, giving the word 
of the Lord to the people. There is little or no pleading for 
faith in the prophet himself. This is presumed and all the 
attention is given to God’s authority and to obedience to 
his word. We read in the sixth chapter of the Book of 
Isaiah the account of the prophet’s call: “And he said, Go, 
and you shall say to this people, hearing, hear, and 
understand not” (6:9). There follow the numerous 
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prophetic announcements in the Book, but hardly a word 
on faith in the prophet himself. This faith is presumed and 
all the attention is given to the word of the Lord and 
obedience to it. In the Second Book of Kings, we suddenly 
read of Elijah the Tishbite. “The word of the Lord came to 
him, saying: ‘Go..’ So he went ... Then the word of the 
Lord came to him, saying: ‘Arise, and go to 
Sarephta’”17:l-12). Once begun, Elijah does not appeal 
for faith in himself. He just does what he is told and 
proclaims the word of God. In the Book of Exodus, we 
read of the call of Moses: “Come now! I will send you to 
Pharaoh” (3:10). In his confrontations with Pharaoh and 
dealings with the chosen people, Moses does not make a 
point of asking repeatedly for faith in himself. 

All this stands to reason, and is barely ever remarked 
upon. The important thing is God and his word, hearing it 
and obeying it. The faith that is requested is faith in God. 
Trust in the prophet’s testimony, in his integrity, his 
truthfulness, his divine commission — faith in his 
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prophetic authority — is implied and presumed, but has no 
formal and explicit prominence. The case is very different 
with Jesus Christ. Jesus of Nazareth, whom the people 
regarded as a great prophet and one in whom God was 
visiting his people, insistently and repeatedly asked for 
faith in his own Person. When he saw that a person had 
faith, he worked his miracle — though at times he did not 
wait for such dispositions. When approaching the village 
of Nain, he simply raised the young man to life and gave 
him back to his widowed mother. But usually he asked for 
faith — meaning, faith in himself. In our passage today we 
read that when our Lord visited his home town of Nazareth 
during his public ministry, “they took offence at him. But 
Jesus said to them, Only in his home town and in his own 
house is a prophet without honour. And he did not do 
many miracles there because of their lack of faith” 
(Matthew 13:54-58). Because of their lack of faith in his 
Person, he did not work many miracles there. Our Lord 
was amazed at, and praised, the centurion’s great faith in 
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him. He commended the faith of the Syro-Phoenician 
woman in her persistent request to him for an exorcism of 
her daughter. It is one of the notable features of our Lord’s 
public ministry that he so persistently instilled faith in his 
own Person and made so much dependent on it. This is 
taken up and developed in the New Testament writings, 
most notably by St Paul. We are saved, not just by what 
we do but by Jesus Christ and what he has done for us. So 
we must have faith in him. Of course, as St James writes, 
this faith is shown by works of obedience. Granted that 
our obedience to God in action is also necessary for 
salvation, still, by our Lord’s insistent requirement, fa ith in 
him is now a cornerstone of revealed religion. While the 
prophets pointed to God and his word, Jesus Christ points 
to himself and his word — for he is God the Son Incarnate. 
In him is the fullness of the godhead bodily. In him is to 
be found every heavenly blessing. He who sees me, he 
said, sees the Father. Plainly, the greatest prophets were 
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chary of stressing faith in themselves. Christ made faith in 
himself the keystone. 

As a matter of fact, the pivotal role of faith for our 
salvation has been a centrepiece of revealed religion all 
along — and the Letter to the Hebrews makes this one of 
its prominent teachings. It was by faith that “the men of 
old had testimony borne to them” — including Abel, 
Henoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, and the other heroes of faith (Hebrews 11). But 
faith in Jesus Christ, shown in total acceptance of and 
obedience to his word, is formally and explicitly the 
foremost feature and foundation of revealed religion. Let 
us understand this, and always act on it. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 13:54-58) 

Opportunities One of the tragedies of human life is 
that opportunities come and go unrecognized, and are lost 
perhaps forever. It could be a courtship that has gone on, 
and the young man suddenly breaks it off. He tells the girl 
that he does not love her. The girl is devastated and the 
young man goes on his way not realizing the treasure he 
has failed to recognize and which he has lost. That fine 
girl goes on to meet and marry someone else and has a 
beautiful family in the course of time. Or again, on one 
occasion a rich young man came to our Lord and asked 
what more he needed to do to gain eternal life, for he had 
kept God’s commandments since his youth. Our Lord 
looked on him with love and told him there was one thing 
he lacked, to leave his riches to the poor and to return and 
follow him. The young man went away sad, and a unique 
opportunity was lost to follow the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. He did not recognize the opportunity that had 
come his way. Probably every person can look back on 
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opportunities lost, and in particular opportunities in the life 
of faith that have come and that were not recognized. If 
this past failure is recognized, then that very recognition 
itself becomes an opportunity, the opportunity to learn 
from the past and to be alert to the opportunities of the 
future. Those opportunities come especially when Christ 
enters our life by grace, inviting us to give him our faith 
and to respond in obedience to his will. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord returns to his 
home town and teaches in their synagogue. His 
townspeople were astonished and asked where he gained 
the wisdom and powers that he was now displaying. 
(Matthew 13:54-58) They had known him all along and 
now they refused to allow that he was more than what they 
had all along taken him to be. They would not accept him 
for what he now presented himself to be, and this 
constituted a signal opportunity lost to them. The entire 
Old Testament pointed to the coming of the Messiah and, 
as it turned out, the Messiah had grown up in their midst. 
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He was now being presented before them for their 
acceptance, and they refused the opportunity. Later in our 
Lord’s public ministry our Lord preached in the synagogue 
of Capernaum his great doctrine of the Eucharist. The 
Eucharist would be the source of eternal life for all the 
faithful and the means of constant union between them and 
him. But they did not recognize their opportunity when it 
came, and most of his disciples left him saying that what he 
preached to them was beyond acceptance. Let us learn 
from these examples in the Gospel that the greatest 
opportunity that God gives to us is the opportunity of 
hearing the call of Christ and responding with all our heart. 
That opportunity comes at great moments and in small 
moments. It comes each day in the little calls of grace 
present in our times of prayer, in our numerous duties and 
services to others, and in so many other occasions in life. 
Christ is passing by. 

Every day Christ our Lord comes to us in various 
ways and circumstances, inviting us with his grace. Let us 
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by our prayerfulness and spiritual attention recognize 
Christ's presence, and by our response to him in grace, 
gradually build the edifice of personal sanctity. These 
moments of grace can be taken up or, as in the case of the 
townspeople of Nazareth in our Gospel of today, be lost 
forever. Let our attitude not be such that Christ calls to us, 
and sadly because of our attitude has to pass us by. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 25:1, 8-17; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7- 
8; Matthew 14:1-12 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports 
about Jesus, and he said to his attendants, This is John the 
Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why 
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miraculous powers are at work in him. Now Herod had 
arrested John and bound him and put him in prison 
because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, for John 
had been saying to him: It is not lawful for you to have her. 
Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, 
because they considered him a prophet. On Herod's 
birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and 
pleased Herod so much that he promised with an oath to 
give her whatever she asked. Prompted by her mother, she 
said, Give me here on a platter the head of John the 
Baptist. The king was distressed, but because of his oaths 
and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be 
granted and had John beheaded in the prison. His head 
was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who 
carried it to her mother. John's disciples came and took 
his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 
(Matthew 14:1-12) 

Futility Very often, bearing witness to revealed 
truth seems to have little effect. John the Baptist ended his 
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life bearing witness to divine revelation about marriage — 
but to what effect? He had confronted Herod Antipas over 
his union with Herodias, who had been previously the wife 
of his half-brother Philip. Antipas had been married 
(perhaps for political reasons) to the daughter of Aretas, 
king of the Nabathaeans. But on a visit to Rome, he fell 
for his niece Herodias, the wife of Philip (son of the 
younger Mariamne), and enticed her to come with him to 
Galilee. When, how and where the holy Baptist 
encountered Antipas we are not informed, but from the 
Gospels we learn that he unhesitatingly reproved the ruler 
(whom Christ called “that fox”) for his public situation 
(though Josephus gives a different reason for his 
subsequent arrest). Antipas had violated the Law of God in 
holy Scripture. It seems that one scene of the Baptist’s 
labours was within Antipas’s tetrarchy, for we read in John 
3:23-24 that John “was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 
because there was much water there, and people came and 
were baptized. For John had not yet been put into prison.” 
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Where was “Aenon near Salim”? The most probable 
opinion places Aenon in the valley of the Jordan, some two 
miles to the west of the River and about seven miles to the 
south of ancient Scythopolis (Bethsan). Van de Velde 
found a Salim in this place, and close by there were seven 
wells — “much water.” Eusebius, St. Jerome, and St. 
Silvia saw the ruins of Salim, and there a guide pointed out 
to them the place where John baptized. Anyhow, the result 
of John’s forthright intervention — to Antipas and 
Herodias’s great discomfort — was his abrupt confinement 
in the fortress of Machaerus (we are given this locality by 
Josephus). Thus was his saintly career crowned with the 
palm of martyrdom — but it made not the slightest 
difference to the course of Herod and Herodias. Let us 
notice this point: Herodias satisfied her hate. Despite 
Antipas’s superstitious awe of John, she had him 
eliminated. John bore witness to revealed truth, lost his life 
and the evil couple carried on with their marriage. Yes, 
Antipas had his subsequent misfortunes, seen by many at 
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the time as divine punishment for his depraved snuffing - 
out of the prophet, but was not John’s witness to God’s 
Law a futile waste of a great life? Would it not have been 
better had not he refrained, and saved himself for more 
effective work? 

Of course, there are plenty of examples of success in 
bearing witness to the truth before those who are living in 
opposition to it. But there are very many cases in which 
such witness seems to be a futile exercise, and the case of 
John before Herod Antipas may be taken as a case in point. 
What is the point, in such cases? Centuries before John, 
the prophet Jeremiah had forthrightly threatened King 
Joachim with punishment on account of his unscrupulous 
mania for building and for his judicial murders: "He shall 
be buried with the burial of an ass" (22:13-19). When the 
prophecies of Jeremiah were read before the king, the king 
fell into such a rage that he threw the roll into the fire and 
commanded the arrest of the prophet (36:21-26). Then the 
word of the Lord came to Jeremiah to let Baruch the scribe 
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write again his words (36:27-32). Right to the end, despite 
the odds against him within the holy City, Jeremiah 
continued to prophesy the fall of the City if the people did 
not surrender. Jeremiah was loaded with the curses of all 
parties in the deluded City. During the siege of Jerusalem 
he was once more condemned to death and thrown into a 
dungeon. This time a foreigner rescued him from certain 
death. All was to no avail, and the City was taken and the 
people transported. According to a tradition mentioned by 
Tertullian (Scorpiace 8), Jeremiah was stoned to death in 
Egypt by the remnants of his own countrymen on account 
of his threats of the coming punishment of God. All up, 
such interventions look hopelessly futile. But now, let us 
look at the Exemplar of all witnessing to the truth, Jesus 
Christ. Standing before the representative of the great 
Empire of Rome, he declared that he had been born into 
this world precisely to bear witness to the truth. Precisely 
for this was I born, he said. JJe had resolutely come up to 
Jerusalem to allow himself to be betrayed and taken. 
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Why? In the divine plan this was allowed so that he might 
bear witness before the highest echelons of the nation to 
the truth of his Person and his teaching (Luke 22:69-70; 
Mark 14:62; John 19:7). But it did not change these higher 
echelons, the high priest and the Temple aristocracy. So 
what was the point? Mysteriously, in the divine plan of 
man’s redemption, it was precisely this “futile” witness to 
revealed truth unto death in obedience to the Father that 
saved the world from sin. By his Death, Christ fulfilled the 
prophecies and saved our sinful world. 

Christ fulfilled the mission he had of bearing witness 
to the truth. At the time, it seemed an exercise in futility. 
But by doing this he atoned for the sin of man and brought 
to the world the gift of the Holy Spirit and the outpouring 
of divine grace. It is by uniting ourselves with Christ, 
especially in his seemingly futile Cross, that we play our 
part in bringing this great blessing to mankind. By bearing 
a seemingly ineffective and useless witness, this work is 
done. Let us then take up our divinely-given mission to 
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make disciples of all by bearing witness to Jesus Christ in 
our everyday life, knowing that we have the aid of the 
divine Spirit in this seemingly futile work. Futile? No! 
There is nothing more important to be done in life. The 
world depends on it. So then, now I begin! 


Second reflection: (Matthew 14:1-12) 

Sin It is often pointed out that inasmuch as our age 
is blind not to crime and wrongdoing but to sin, the impact 
of sin on the world is not noticed. We do not hear of “sin” 
in public discourse and ordinary conversation, and 
inasmuch as the majority of Christians in, say, Australia 
(including the majority of Catholics) do not attend church 
with any regularity where they would hear of “sin”, the 
likelihood is that the majority of Christians in our country 
pick up this attitude to sin that is prevalent in our culture. 
Well then, what is it that can counter this view that sin is 
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not real, that it is a non-event? Apart from the obvious and 
constant testimony and teaching of the Church as to the 
fact of sin and its impact, an assiduous reading of Scripture 
will bring this home to us. Scripture speaks at length of 
sin, particularly the New Testament because the Son of 
God became man to take away the sin of the world. So 
then, if we want to be reminded of sin, let us take up the 
Sacred Scriptures and read the story of sin in fallen man 
and in fallen human society. Our Gospel passage today 
offers an instance of sin and its destructive effect. It tells 
us the story of the arrest and the martyrdom of John the 
Baptist. John was a great saint of the Old Testament who 
bore witness to the truth of God's Law, and in Herod and 
his family sin did away with him (Matthew 14:1-12). 

Herod had arrested John for accusing him of sin in 
taking his brother Philip’s wife as his own, an act 
prohibited by the Jewish Law: “It is against the Law for 
you to have her.” Herod was so mortified by this holy 
rebuke and resistance that he wanted to kill him, but he was 
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afraid of the people. We are told in another of the Gospels 
that he also feared John for the holiness of his life, and he 
actually liked to listen to him — so there was something of 
a superstitious religiosity about Herod. It seems that he 
was a bad man, and a weak one as well, with a few 
remotely redeeming qualities. His weakness became 
manifest at his birthday celebrations when, after promising 
the daughter of his unlawful wife anything she wanted, she 
demanded John the Baptist’s head. We have then the 
picture of sin at work in the life of Herod and in the life of 
Herodias and her daughter. Sin wreaks death, and we see 
this played out in the final hours of John the Baptist’s life. 
The pattern was repeated in the life of our Lord. Sin would 
bring about his death because of his testimony to the truth. 
The fundamental source of evil and suffering in the world 
is sin. The ultimate choice in life is between good and evil, 
holiness and sin, life and death. 

In his Spiritual Exercises, St Ignatius of Loyola has a 
famous Mediation which he asks that the retreatant make. 
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In it he presents the picture of the “Two Standards”, one 
being the Standard of Christ, the other the Standard of 
Satan. In our Gospel scene today these two Standards were 
present and one of them was chosen by the protagonists. It 
was the Standard of Satan and sin. As disciples of Jesus, 
let us renounce that Standard and choose instead the 
Standard of Christ and his truth and his way. Let us make 
that choice and then live it out, as have such a great cloud 
of witnesses before us. 
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Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15; Psalm 78:3-4, 
23-25,54; Ephesians 4:17, 20-24; John 6:24-35 

Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus nor his 
disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to 
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Capernaum in search of Jesus. When they found him on 
the other side of the lake, they asked him, Rabbi, when did 
you get here? Jesus answered, I tell you the truth, you are 
looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but 
because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work 
for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the 
Father has placed his seal of approval. Then they asked 
him, What must we do to do the works God requires? 
Jesus answered, The work of God is this: to believe in the 
one he has sent. So they asked him, What miraculous sign 
then will you give that we may see it and believe you? 
What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the 
desert; as it is written : ‘He gave them bread from heaven 
to eat. ’ Jesus said to them, I tell you the truth, it is not 
Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is 
my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For 
the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world. Sir, they said, from now on give us 
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this bread. Then Jesus declared, I am the bread of life. He 
who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 
believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:24-35) 

Work of God Broadly speaking, we can divide the 
leadership of the chosen people of God into three great 
categories. There were those who ruled — the Patriarchs, 
Moses, the judges, David and the kings, and subsequent 
rulers such as the Maccabees. Let us call them “the kings.” 
They included both good and bad, though the good were by 
no means sinless. Moses and David had their moral 
defects. Moses was punished for his lack of faith in 
striking the rock (Numbers 20:12), and David at different 
times was guilty of very serious sins (2 Samuel 11:1-12:15; 
2 Samuel 24:1-15). Apart from the “kings” there were the 
prophets. As well as being a ruler, Moses was a great 
prophet — the Book of Deuteronomy states that “there has 
not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses” (34:10-12). 
There followed after him many prophets and some were 
truly great: Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
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Ezechiel, Daniel. They announced the word of God to the 
people, recalling and developing the fundamentals of 
revealed religion. The third great sector of leadership was 
the priesthood, stemming from Aaron. The priesthood led 
the worship of the one true God, and much of the Torah is 
devoted to the details of this worship. God had established 
the kingship, the prophetical calling and the priesthood, 
and each played its part (or should have) in ensuring the 
fidelity of the chosen people. Each of these three 
institutions was subject to moral disarray. Thus there were 
corrupt kings, corrupt prophets and corrupt priests who led 
the people down a path of infidelity. This in turn led to the 
smashing of the nation, its Temple and its life — the divine 
punishment for sin. God raised it up again, for it had a 
mission to the world. At the head of the divine promises 
was the figure of the Messiah who was interpreted 
differently by different groupings, as is the case to this day. 
The Jewish people expect a messiah, one far different from 
Jesus, whom Christian belief firmly counts as the long 
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predicted One. To him God gave the throne of David 
forever (Luke 1:32-33). He is the Prophet like Moses 
(Deuteronomy 18:15, 17-19), but greater than Moses for 
from him came grace and truth (John 1: 17). He is the 
High Priest according to the order of Melchisedech 
(Hebrews 7:6; Psalm 109:4). He combines in himself to a 
surpassing degree the kings, the prophets and the priests of 
revealed religion prior to himself. He, the Priest, the 
Prophet and the King, invites all into ineffable union with 
him by faith and grace. 

Of pivotal importance as we contemplate the Person 
of Jesus Christ is the place of faith. We must believe in 
him and in his word. In our Lord’s discourse to the people 
of Capernaum as reported in the sixth chapter of St John, 
faith is a most special work that God has given man to do. 
“The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has 
sent.” This alone implies that faith can be easily missed or 
formally rejected. Broadly, there are two great ways in 
which man comes to know reality. He perceives and 
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judges for himself, and/or he accepts the word of the one 
who knows what he himself does not know. When it 
comes to knowing the plan of God for our salvation, we are 
speaking of something hidden in the mind and heart of God 
from all eternity. To know this, we must accept the word 
of those who know, which is to say those to whom it has 
been revealed by God. Supremely and definitively, it is 
Jesus Christ who knows the will and plan of God for the 
salvation of the world because he himself is God the Son 
become man. Hence the most important thing to be done 
in life, the work that we have been given to do before all 
else, is to believe in Jesus Christ and his word. Now, with 
faith in Jesus Christ and baptism into him and his Church, 
we are granted a profound union with him and a sharing in 
his life. With this share in his life comes a share in his 
mission, which is the mission shared by the whole Church. 
The whole Church shares in the kingly, priestly and 
prophetic mission of Jesus Christ, participating by grace in 
the entire life and work of Jesus in its various aspects. We, 
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each of us, become members of the chosen people of God, 
sharing in its kingly, priestly and prophetic mission. We 
rule with Christ precisely by serving, for Christ the Lord of 
all was among us as one who served. We share with Christ 
his prophetic office by bearing witness with him before the 
world around us to his revealed truth. We are a kingdom 
of priests with him by offering in union with him, 
especially through the Mass, the sacrifice of our daily lives 
to God for the salvation of the world. All of this flows 
from the great work that God has given us all to do, which 
is to believe in Jesus Christ. The entire Church is founded 
on faith in Jesus Christ. Faith is God’s fundamental gift 
and it is the Church’s fundamental work, as it is of each 
and all of us. 

As we think of our Lord’s words directing his hearers 
to believe in him who is the Bread of God that gives life to 
the world, let us resolve to treasure and develop the gift of 
faith that came to each of us at our baptism. Let us, on the 
basis of this faith, resolve to be active participants in the 
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mission of Jesus Christ which the whole Church has been 
granted. That mission is to bring the knowledge and love 
of Jesus Christ, Priest, Prophet and King, to every man and 
woman around us. It is pre-eminently for this that the 
Church was founded by her Lord and Saviour, and this is 
built on the work of faith. Let us then complete this work 
and fulfil our mission as members of Christ and his 
Church. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 11:4-15; Psalm 80; 

Matthew 14:13-21 

When Jesus heard of it, he withdrew in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself The crowds heard of this and 
followed him on foot from their towns. When he 
disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved 
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with pity for them, and he cured their sick. When it was 
evening, the disciples approached him and said, “This is a 
deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so 
that they can go to the villages and buy food for 
themselves. ” (Jesus) said to them, “There is no need for 
them to go away; give them some food yourselves. ” But 
they said to him, “Five loaves and two fish are all we have 
here. ” Then he said, "Bring them here to me, ” and he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the 
five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he 
said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the 
disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all 
ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the fragments 
left over — twelve wicker baskets full. Those who ate were 
about five thousand men, not counting women and 
children. (Matthew 14:13-21) 

The Few Loaves In his short manual, The 

Spiritual Exercises, St Ignatius of Loyola invites us in the 
First Contemplation of the Second Week to place ourselves 
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in the presence of the Three Divine Persons as “they look 
down upon the whole surface of the earth, and behold all 
nations in great blindness, going down to death and 
descending into hell.” St Ignatius invites us to consider 
also the goings on of the peoples of the earth, and the 
Divine Persons saying “Let us work the redemption of the 
human race.” Taking our cue from that image of the Holy 
Trinity, let us think of the vastness of sin. Thinking of this, 
the vastness of the task of redemption ought be obvious. 
But nothing is too much for God. As St Thomas Aquinas 
states, God's almighty power is made manifest in his 
mercy. He became man and accepted the condition of 
human nature in working for the redemption of the world. 
An essential feature of that condition is that man and his 
world is limited — which is to say that God submitted 
himself to working for the redemption of the world through 
limited human means. Those limited human means 
included the limitations of his own human nature, and the 
limitations of those he would draw into association with 
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himself. That includes each one of us. God becoming man 
meant that God submitted himself to working within 
limitations. Grace would build on and through limited 
created nature. 

Our beautiful Gospel scene today (Matthew 14:13-21) 
is an instance and a symbol of this. When Christ 
disembarked he “saw the vast crowd,” and “his heart was 
moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick.” Christ 
viewing the huge crowd reminds us of the triune God 
viewing all humanity with infinite compassion and taking 
the momentous step to heal humanity of its sin. God was 
now among men as one of them and his method of feeding 
them is very instructive for each of us, and very 
encouraging. Our Lord asked his disciples to feed the 
crowds, and they replied that all that was available was 
“five loaves and two fish.” How instructive! How 
representative of our situation within the mission of Christ 
and his Church! Christ asks us to work to love him with all 
our heart and to make disciples of all the nations, and all 
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we can bring to the task is our five loaves and two fish. 
That is to say, all we can offer Christ for the work is our 
very limited and sinful humanity not yet fully under the 
dominion of grace. Our Lord took the few loaves and the 
fish and pronounced his blessing over them — which he 
does continually over us — and orders his disciples to 
proceed to feed the crowds. Every day our Lord directs us 
to proceed with our daily effort to love him more and to 
bring the love of him to others around us. Yes, our means 
are very limited indeed, as were the loaves and the fishes, 
but with that little material and the all-powerful blessing of 
the Lord, the vast crowds were fed. 

It is an instance and a symbol of almighty God 
working through limited human nature to effect his 
redemptive work of mercy. Let us always remember that 
whatever be the appearances, our hopes do not lie just in 
the appearances. Our earnest efforts at the sanctification of 
ourselves and of the world around us may be very limited 
both as to our personal resources and as to the apparent 
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results, but God is all-powerful, and in that reality lie our 
hopes. We are the few loaves, but with Christ’s blessing 
we ought never be discouraged. Our faith and our hope lie 
in the loving power of God. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 12:1-13; Psalm 51:3-7, 12-13; 
Matthew 14:22-36 or Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14 

Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was 
being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against 
it. During the fourth watch of the night, he came toward 
them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him 
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walking on the sea they were terrified. It is a ghost, ” 
they said, and they cried out in fear. At once (Jesus) spoke 
to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid. ” Peter 
said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 
come to you on the water. ” He said, “Come. ” Peter got 
out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward 
Jesus. But when he saw how (strong) the wind was he 
became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his 
hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little 
faith, why did you doubt? ” After they got into the boat, the 
wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him 
homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God. ” After 
making the crossing, they came to land at Gennesaret. 
(Matthew 14:22-36) 

Courage! The study of religions is a widespread 
modern discipline, and a most interesting question within 
this study is that concerning the varying purposes of the 
different religions of man. That is to say, what need does 
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this or that religion profess to meet, and does it in fact meet 
it? A way of answering this question is to consider the 
figure of the religion’s founder and then to ask those 
questions of him and his life. Christianity is an immense 
fact in the life and history of the world, and one of its 
fundamental purposes is clear. It is to overcome sin and 
bring the holiness of Christ to broken man, and thus to 
glorify God. As John the Baptist stated to his disciples as 
he and they gazed upon Jesus, ‘There is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world’. The disciple of Jesus 
knows that by his death, resurrection and ascension, Christ 
broke the power of the world’s sin and gave to man the gift 
of the Spirit of holiness. Each of Christ’s faithful are now 
called to share in the holiness of Christ. This is an 
immense undertaking and there is no greater that life could 
offer. Every person now has a beautiful and difficult work 
ahead of him. It is a work of joy and one that is, due to 
God’s grace, truly attainable. Our Gospel passage today 
depicts an event that is symbolic of that search for holiness 
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and of the difficulties it will entail. We are out in the boat 
in a heavy sea trying to get to the other side. There is a 
headwind which comes from sin, both within us and from 
without. But Christ is ahead of us in the middle of all the 
trouble, saying to us “Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid” 
(Matthew 14:22-36). In our Gospel scene, he invites Peter 
to come to him amid the turmoil of the storm, and Peter 
begins to come but falters through lack of faith. He failed 
to trust in the power of Christ. On the tomb of Saint Mary 
MacKillop in her chapel in North Sydney are written the 
stirring words, Trust in God! Perhaps the most serious 
challenge facing the ordinary disciple of Christ is 
discouragement at the abundant evidence of sin in his life. 
He fails daily and his progress seems to be ever slow. 
Perhaps, too, he is even doing what Peter did, failing in 
trust. 


Yes, perhaps he is always starting out across the 
waves at Christ’s command to come, and constantly 
faltering and beginning to sink — with Christ’s hand ever 
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reaching to him to hold him up. However, that hand is 
certainly there, always there to be grasped. Where is it? 
The hand of Jesus Christ comes to him in numerous ways 
in the life of the Church, especially, though, in the 
Sacraments. Especially is that hand outstretched to him in 
regular and frequent Confession and in Sunday or weekday 
Mass and Holy Communion. Yes, he may be failing 
repeatedly, but at least he is beginning again and again. 
Precisely in that constant new start, he is not failing. He is 
losing this or that skirmish, but not the war because he is 
ever reaching out to Christ who is the real Conqueror. He 
is doing what he can, and that constant new beginning is 
itself a sign of the power of Christ at work in his life. 
Indeed, that is one thing that all the saints were ever doing. 
They were intrepidly beginning again and again. Another 
word for this pattern of constant new starts, of constantly 
reaching out for the hand of Christ as one sinks, is constant 
conversion from deliberate venial sin. The truly dangerous 
attitude lies not so much in failing, but in failing to repent, 
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and especially failing to repent of deliberate venial sin. It 
is the failure to start again. This is the reason why St 
Ignatius of Loyola recommended not only a daily general 
examination of conscience but a daily particular 
examination of conscience. In this practice, the fervent 
disciple of Christ perseveringly attacks a particular 
deliberate fault to which he is prone, ever beginning again 
in the battle against that fault. Once that struggle has been 
largely won (by personal effort and reliance on grace), the 
next fault is attempted. It is a matter of daily new 
beginnings on the basis of trust in the power of Christ. 
Consider Judas Iscariot! He had his faults and had begun to 
sink. But he did not reach out to Jesus Christ, asking that 
he aid him. How different would his story have been had 
he admitted to our Lord privately what our Lord was well 
aware of, his secret sin. Had he but asked for his help in 
dealing with it! If only he had turned to our Lord with an 
acknowledgment of guilt and sin, with an acknowledgment 
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of his need for help from the Saviour, how quickly would 
Satan, who entered him, have been put to flight! 

We can only hope to repent regularly throughout life, 
ever starting again as we sink, always asking for the hand 
of Jesus Christ, if we trust in the power of Christ who is 
present and before us in the midst of our daily difficulties 
and spiritual headwinds. He is present to us because we 
are baptized into him, and because he is with the Church 
his body to the end of the age, as he promised. He says to 
us every day, Courage, it is I! So come to me across the 
water of your faults and your difficulties! So then let us say 
in trusting response, now I begin! It is what the saints did, 
going from strength to strength and trusting in the 
ever-present grace of God amid their trials. 
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Wednesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 13:1-2.25-14:1.26-29.34-35; 
Psalm 105; Matthew 15:21-28 

Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that vicinity 
came to him, crying out, Lord, Son of David, have mercy 
on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon- 



2684 


possession. Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples 
came to him and urged him, Send her away, for she keeps 
crying out after us. He answered, I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of Israel. The woman came and knelt before 
him. Lord, help me! she said. He replied, It is not right to 
take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs. Yes, 
Lord, she said, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 
from their masters ’ table. Then Jesus answered, Woman, 
you have great faith! Your request is granted. And her 
daughter was healed from that very hour. (Matthew 15:21- 
28) 


Divine Choice In ordinary life most people notice, 
perhaps to their chagrin, that often important people favour 
others and do not favour them. They also observe that 
other people have greater gifts than they. So those other 
people gain more attention, favour and advantage than 
they. They see, too, that other people are blessed in life in 
so many more ways than they are. Why has God disposed 
things in this way, in a way that favours others more? 
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When they are suffering greatly, they look around on the 
many who do not appear to suffer in similar fashion. 
Terrible catastrophes occur, brought on by nature or man. 
God appears to be silent, while blessing others and 
allowing them to prosper when they seem undeserving. 
They pray earnestly and persistently to God for relief and 
deliverance from some trouble. God appears to be silent 
and perhaps they give up on prayer because it seems futile. 
God seems not to be listening. He does not answer nor 
does he appear to show in any concrete way that he is a 
loving God and a powerful one too. What is the answer to 
this spiritual impasse? The only way out would seem to be 
to embrace very firm starting points, clear first principles. 
Our starting point has to be one of assent to the revelation 
that the one almighty God is a God of love, and on the 
basis of this firm assent then to go on to deal with the 
mysteries of life. But if on the other hand our first 
principle or starting point is one of doubt or suspicion as to 
God, a doubt which then expects evidence and 
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confirmation of the hypothesis that he is a God of love, the 
impasse will remain. Our Gospel scene of today (Matthew 
15:21-28) is very revealing as to the manner in which the 
all-powerful and loving God may choose to deal with us. 
Our Lord had withdrawn to the region of Tyre and Sidon 
and out came a Canaanite woman who would not let him 
alone. She had a terrible burden which was that her 
daughter was tormented by a devil. How like the plight of 
mankind her case was! 

But the likeness did not end there. Despite her 
persistence our Lord “answered her not a word.” That this 
apparent refusal did not discourage her is shown by the fact 
that “his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her 
what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after 
us.”’ But our Lord was firm: “He said in reply, ‘I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’” This was 
true — our Lord’s mission was not to the pagan lands. 
This would be left to the time of the Church. The point 
here, though, is that our Lord was silent in response to 
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persistent and clamorous prayer. He appeared to rebuff it 
and refuse. It was an instance of the silence of God. But 
that did not stop the woman, for she believed that our Lord 
had the power, and that if she kept at him he would grant 
her worthy request. She was pleading for the welfare of 
her daughter, and behind the persistent pleas must have 
been not only faith in our Lord’s power but faith in his 
goodness in the face of human need. That is to say, despite 
the silence and the apparent rebuff her faith would not 
allow our Lord to pass her by without granting her worthy 
request. The result? She was granted her prayer and was 
greatly praised by our Lord for her faith. Of course, our 
Gospel scene today does not provide us with a complete 
doctrine on the prayer of faith. After all, we remember 
how on one occasion a person in the crowd asked our Lord 
to do something for him and our Lord refused. The man 
requested that our Lord tell another person to return what 
was owing to him. Our Lord told him that in this particular 
case that was not his role, and he proceeded to give an 
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instruction on avarice. On another occasion the mother of 
James and John, together with her two sons, came to our 
Lord with the request that he give to them places at his 
right and his left in his kingdom. Our Lord refused, saying 
that was up to the Father. 

Our Gospel scene today teaches us that God’s silence 
in the face of genuine human need and tragedy is not at all 
impenetrable. The answer to it is to pray with faith and 
persistence as did the Canaanite woman, remembering our 
Lord’s directive that we are to pray unceasingly and never 
lose heart. The foundation of our prayer must be firm faith 
and not doubt or suspicion. Let us ask for this faith, 
remembering what that other man elsewhere in the Gospel 
said: “Lord, I do believe. Help my unbelief!” 
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Thursday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 20:1-13; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 
8-9; Matthew 16:13-23 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man 
is? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 
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But what about you? he asked. Who do you say I am? 
Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. Then he warned his disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Christ. From that time on Jesus 
began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. Never, Lord! he 
said. This shall never happen to you! Jesus turned and 
said to Peter, Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
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stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind the things 
of God, but the things of men. (Matthew 16:13-23) 

Knowing Christ There are many things in life that 
man legitimately regards as wonderful blessings. Normally 
the family is among the greatest of life’s blessings. A good 
marriage is a wonderful blessing. It is a great joy to have 
children, despite the demanding responsibility it entails. 
There are also the blessings of health, adequate material 
prosperity, education, and especially the opportunity to do 
a good work in life. All these benefits come from God, and 
one ought be very grateful for being able to enjoy them and 
turn them to proper account. Let us consider our Gospel 
scene today and the conversation between our Lord and his 
disciples, for it refers to a singular blessing. Our Lord asks 
his disciples who people say he is, and he receives various 
answers from them. It is agreed, they report, that he is a 
prophet, indeed a great one — some say he is one of the 
great prophets come back to life. But then our Lord asks 
them who they themselves say he is. Immediately Simon 
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Peter speaks up “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God” (Matthew 16:13-23). It was a splendid and amazing 
answer and it drew from our Lord the highest praise. 
Simon possessed the truth about Jesus, and was a happy 
man! That is, he was singularly blessed — we have our 
Lord’s word for it! To know Christ Jesus, then, is a very 
great blessing indeed. Simon had been granted the 
knowledge of Jesus and who he really was, a knowledge 
that opened up eternal life and prepared for his 
appointment as the rock on which our Lord would build his 
Church. At the Last Supper our Lord in his prayer to the 
Father said that eternal life is this, to know you Father, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent (John 17:3). This life- 
giving knowledge of Jesus was an inestimable blessing, not 
only for Simon but for the entire Church which would 
share in that knowledge granted by the Father. That Christ 
immediately announces the establishment of his Church 
suggests that the mission of the Church will be to bring this 
blessing of the knowledge of Christ to the world. It also 
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suggests that, inasmuch as Simon is given the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven, it is the knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
possessed by the Church founded on the rock that is Peter, 
that gives access to the kingdom of heaven. To know Jesus 
Christ — with the supernatural knowledge of love — is to 
have entered the kingdom. 

It is, then, among the highest of blessings to recognise 
and accept the Light that has come into the world. We are 
called to accept it wholeheartedly as coming from God. 
That Light is the Person and the teaching of Christ, and 
with it comes the grace that is granted to the one who 
accepts it in faith. Every baptized person has been granted 
the gift to accept that Light that has come to man. It is the 
gift of faith inclining the person by divine grace to be open 
to the Person of Jesus. It opens one’s mind and heart to 
recognize the truth of what he has revealed about himself, 
about God and about God’s plan for us. By it we, the 
baptized, are able to assent to Jesus and his word. On the 
basis of this, and accompanying and suffusing it, we have 



2694 


been granted the capacity and inclination to hope in Jesus 
and to love him. It is a gift from heaven, supernatural in 
origin, and we are happy, blessed, fortunate because of it. 
But these divine gifts, with their foundation in faith, are a 
responsibility. We must cultivate them and exercise them 
so that they grow beyond being a divine spark, to 
becoming a great flame — the flame of holiness sustained 
by the Spirit of God who is within. Our faith in Jesus and 
our assent to his teaching is the foundation of our entire life 
in God’s plan, and if we have been granted that faith and 
perception we are indeed fortunate. Let us, then, every day 
work on our union with Jesus and our knowledge of him in 
faith. Let us put time into being with Jesus in prayer, 
contemplating him as he is portrayed in the Gospels. Let 
us make it our daily business to study Christ’s teaching as 
it comes to us from the Church, his creation. Let us 
endeavour to know him more deeply and lovingly, so that, 
from our heart, we too will give the answer that Simon 
Peter gave. Let us place ourselves in the company of Jesus 
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and hear him asking us the same question, who do you say 
I am? Then let us, from the heart, tell him in prayer who 
we know him to be. On this basis our life is enabled to be 
one of bearing witness to the all-important truth of Jesus, 
who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. This is the mission 
of the Church to the nations, to make disciples of all — and 
the disciple is one who knows the Master and who 
wholeheartedly accepts his teaching. 

Some time back I heard that a young person (and not a 
Catholic) in the United States was suddenly confronted by 
a crazed and unbalanced person who happened to hate 
Christians. He aimed a revolver at the young person and 
told her that if she stated in response to his question that 
she believed in Jesus he would shoot her. He asked the 
question, she answered in the affirmative, and he shot her 
dead. She died bearing witness to Jesus. I have never been 
able to investigate and verify this story, but if it is true our 
Lord would have said to her that she was blessed! She 
knew Jesus Christ and bore witness to him. Let us strive to 
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know Christ and be prepared to bear witness to him in our 
everyday life. 
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Friday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:32-40; Psalm 77:12-16 
and 21; Matthew 16:24-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it 
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be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his 
soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory 
with his angels, and then he will reward each person 
according to what he has done. I tell you the truth, some 
who are standing here will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom. (Matthew 16:24- 
28) 


The Cross It has often been observed in the 
history of human thought that life’s greatest mystery is 
presented by evil and suffering. Every day on the news we 
see graphic images and reports of evil and suffering. Man 
is constantly endeavouring to do away with it. Its cause 
has been revealed to us: suffering and evil flowed from the 
sin of man. As St Paul puts it, through one man’s sin death 
entered the world and death has spread through the whole 
human race. This is mystery enough but there is another 
mystery. It is that man was redeemed from the root cause 
of suffering and evil in the world by the Son of God 
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embracing suffering. So while suffering and evil is the 
result of sinful disobedience, obedience in suffering has 
become the route to redemption from sin. Christ suffered 
and died on the Cross because of sin, and his sufferings on 
the Cross redeemed man from sin. Perhaps the biggest 
challenge for the Christian is that of learning the lesson of 
the Cross. If one wishes to be a true disciple of Christ and 
to follow him closely, one will have to follow in his 
footsteps. As our Lord tells us in today’s Gospel, “If 
anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce 
himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 
16:24-28). If this is ever to be done, the secret to it has to 
be found. The secret is love. We are called to love Jesus 
to the extent of embracing the cross just as he did out of 
love for us. 

Saint Clare, the associate of Saint Francis of Assisi 
and founder of the Poor Clares, lived a life distinguished 
by a loving embrace of the cross, a life of freely chosen 
poverty and penitence in imitation of Jesus the Master. 
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She provides us with an inspiring example - though in the 
particular form of her embrace of the cross, she was 
following her particular vocation which is not the vocation 
of most of Christ’s faithful. But the basic pattern is the 
same in the lives of all the saints. Consider Saint Benedict, 
Saint John of the Cross, Saint John Vianney, or Saint 
Josemaria Escriva in our own day. Their testimony is the 
same: the cross is to be accepted lovingly as the great route 
to loving and imitating Jesus the Master and to bearing 
much fruit, fruit that will last. So then, the programme for 
the Christian is prayer, expiation (the cross) and then our 
God-given work. To gain a Christ-like love of the cross we 
must begin with prayer, contemplating in prayer the Person 
of Jesus and his way of obedient suffering, asking for the 
grace to be able to follow him with love. Then, when the 
grace to do so comes, one must act on it and proceed 
faithfully and generously along the way of the cross, 
bearing willingly the sufferings God permits and which are 
part and parcel of our God-given path. 
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Our daily work ought be impregnated with prayer and 
the spirit of penance, accepting obediently the inherent 
difficulties of our work. As well as this, we must be ready 
to embrace mortifications which, in the providence of God, 
present themselves to us. Let us today, as we think of our 
Lord’s words in the Gospel, and as we think of the example 
of Saint Clare, ask for the grace to follow our Lord as he 
carries his cross. This is the path to life. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today Deuteronomy 6:4-13; Psalm 18:2-3a, 
3bc-4, 47 and 51; Matthew 17:14-20 

A man came up to Jesus, knelt down before him, and 
said, “Lord, have pity on my son, who is a lunatic and 
suffers severely; often he falls into fire, and often into 
water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could not 
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cure him. ” Jesus said in reply, “O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long will I be with you ? How long will I 
endure you? Bring the boy here to me. ” Jesus rebuked 
him and the demon came out of him, and from that hour the 
boy was cured. Then the disciples approached Jesus in 
private and said, “Why could we not drive it out?” He 
said to them, “Because of your little faith. Amen, I say to 
you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there, ’ and it will 
move. Nothing will be impossible for you. ” (Matthew 
17:14-20) 

Faith In our Gospel scene today we witness a man 
in great desperation kneeling before Jesus, pleading for his 
help. His son was “a lunatic and suffers severely; often he 
falls into fire, and often into water.” The protracted 
tragedy was due to the activity of a violent demon who was 
well entrenched within him, and our Lord’s disciples were 
unable to cast it out. Our Lord proceeded effortlessly to 
expel the demon, but before doing so he expressed his 
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disappointment at the lack of faith he was encountering. 
“O faithless and perverse generation, how long will I be 
with you? How long will I endure you?” (Matthew 17:14- 
20). Our Lord’s words manifest how central to his work of 
redemption it was to find faith among men. Time and time 
again our Lord is portrayed as appealing for faith, right 
from the commencement of his public ministry when he 
preached that people must repent and believe the good 
news of the Kingdom. Repent and believel When crossing 
the Lake on one occasion, “there arose a great storm on the 
Sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but 
he was asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, 
‘Save us, Lord; we are perishing.’ And he said to them, 
‘Why are you afraid, O men of little faith?”’ (Matthew 
8:23-26). On one occasion, two blind men followed him 
crying out to him for pity, and “Jesus said to them, ‘Do you 
believe I can do this?’ They said to him, ‘Yes, Lord.’” 
Then he touched and healed them (Matthew 9:27-30). We 
remember how, again, out on the Sea of Galilee our Lord 
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invited Simon to come to him across the water, and 
Simon’s faith failed him as he began to walk. Our Lord 
rebuked him for his little faith. Here in our Gospel passage 
today, after the demon was cast out of the man’s son, our 
Lord’s disciples came to him and asked why they were 
unable to expel it. Our Lord said the reason was, “because 
of your little faith.” Our Lord then uses graphic imagery to 
illustrate the power of genuine faith: “If you have faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will 
be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:14-20). “Nothing will 
be impossible for you” — nothing, of course, that God in 
his saving plan wills for you. 

We, who are Christ’s faithful, are not likely to be 
asked to cast out demons by the authority of Christ. In any 
case, the work of Exorcism is one that is formally assigned 
to certain individuals by the Church. But we are indeed 
called to resist Satan and his influence, and in the broader 
sense to resist and negate his influence in the lives of 
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individuals and in the life of society. Most of all, we must 
resist Satan’s inroads in our own soul — in our mind and 
heart. Judas, one of Christ’s Twelve, did not do this. 
Gradually he welcomed Satan’s entry, and finally crossed 
the line and joined ranks with him against Jesus Christ. 
Satan is ever on the look-out for the chink in our armour, 
the weak spot in our defence. He certainly found it in 
Judas — and I suspect it was in the call to faith. He 
tempted Judas against faith in our Lord’s teaching and 
claims. It was immediately after our Lord’s announcement 
of the doctrine of the Eucharist at Capernaum that Jesus 
referred to Judas as a devil (John 6:70). To resist sin and 
Satan requires an ever-renewed faith in Jesus, a 
determination to remain in Christ’s loving friendship, a 
resolve to obey Christ’s commands, and persevering work 
at our daily duties. Our ordinary daily work is a major 
instrument of sanctity and of doing God’s will in life. It 
ought be undertaken in a spirit of faith in the power of 
Christ to establish his Kingdom in the hearts of men. By 
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our daily prayer and our daily work, sustained with a lively 
faith, we help in the establishment and building up of this 
Kingdom. Our Lord’s words in our Gospel scene today 
show how critical this faith is if that work is to be done: “O 
faithless and perverse generation, how long will I be with 
you? How long will I endure you?” They were without 
faith, and were perverse! So let us ask for a greater faith 
and obedience, and ask for it perseveringly. Faith, in 
particular, is the divine gift which is at the centre of the 
project of man’s redemption and of Christ’s work in the 
world. We must ask for it and cherish the life of faith that 
we have, never allowing it to decline through neglect and 
unguarded exposure to temptation. Let us also try to 
spread this spirit of faith among people, inviting them to 
place their faith in Christ when they are assailed with 
difficulty, as was the man who appealed to our Lord on 
behalf of his son. 

Let us encourage all fellow-workers in Christ’s 
vineyard to live with true faith in Jesus Christ. Let us bear 
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in mind that other man, reported by St Mark in his Gospel 
(9:24), who appealed to our Lord for help, and whom our 
Lord challenged in respect to his faith. “If you can do 
anything, have pity on us and help us!” And Jesus said to 
him, “If you can! All things are possible to him who 
believes.” Immediately he replied: “Lord, I do believe. 
Help my unbelief!” Let us make that prayer our own, 
repeatedly and perseveringly. Faith is the foundation. It is 
God’s gift. We must treasure it. 
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Ninteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 19:4-8; Psalm 34:2-9; 

Ephesians 4:30-5:2; John 6:41-51 
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At this the Jews began to grumble about him because 
he said, I am the bread that came down from heaven. They 
said, Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? How can he now say, T came down 
from heaven ’? Stop grumbling among yourselves, Jesus 
answered. No-one can come to me unless the Father who 
sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 
It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by 
God. ’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from 
him comes to me. No-one has seen the Father except the 
one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. I tell 
you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. I am the 
bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, 
yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live for ever. This bread is my flesh, which I 
will give for the life of the world. (John 6:41-51) 
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Eucharist and Glory I have at various times met 
people who think that at the end of life we die, and that is 
the finish of all personal existence. One elderly person I 
once spoke to told me that he believed that after he died his 
fate would be no different from that of any dog or cat. He 
would be buried and his existence would end there. 
Undoubtedly there are and have been plenty of people who 
think that there is no life beyond the grave. But the 
societies of the world and most people in our 
Judaeo-Christian culture have been formed to some extent 
by the great world religions. Consequently, they accept (at 
least notionally) that there is a Hereafter, and some form of 
judgment or reckoning. They might accept this, but not a 
lot of people truly realize it. A great number live out their 
daily lives thinking of this life only. They rarely thinking 
of life hereafter and how one should be preparing for the 
judgment of God that precedes it. Their plans relate to this 
life, as do their efforts, their hopes and their regrets. They 
regret not having taken certain opportunities that would 
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have brought more money or more advantageous work or 
greater social standing, reputation or fame. Some even 
regret having been moral at a certain point (for example, 
having told the truth) because it brought with it a temporal 
disadvantage. Very many would never think of regretting 
having done many things that have set them back in terms 
of an eternity with God. Our Lord in today’s Gospel (John 
6:41-51) refers very explicitly to the eternity that is 
coming. “No one can come to me unless he is drawn by 
the Father who sent me, and I will raise him up at the last 
day.” He will raise us up on the last day if, drawn by the 
Father, we come to him. He goes on to make an explicit 
connection between his gift of the Eucharist and our 
eternity in heaven. “I am the bread of life. ... I am the 
living bread which has come down from heaven. Anyone 
who eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I 
shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.” Many 
people long for their retirement at the end of years of work, 
but they never think of longing for heaven. The famous 
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Irish priest, Father Peyton, once said he was looking 
forward to death because that was the gate to heaven. God 
means us to long for heaven, and he provides for us a 
constant pledge of it. That constant pledge, that promise 
and foretaste of what is to come, is what our Lord refers to 
in today’s Gospel — the Holy Eucharist. Heaven is where 
we shall see God face to face and be in union with him 
forever. Our foretaste of this is Holy Communion. 

St Paul tells us that in Christ we receive every 
heavenly blessing. In heaven we shall be granted every 
heavenly blessing because we shall be with Christ face to 
face, never to be separated from him. Here, when we 
receive Holy Communion we receive the same Jesus who 
is now at the right hand of his Father in heaven. Therefore 
when we receive Holy Communion we are receiving a 
foretaste of all the blessings of heaven. So one of the 
things we ought pray to Jesus about when we receive Holy 
Communion is heaven, and our journey to heaven. We 
ought pray for all that we need to get there. At the Last 
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Supper our Lord himself directed us to think of heaven in 
receiving the Holy Eucharist when he said, “I tell you I 
shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it again with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
So whenever Mass is celebrated and whenever we receive 
our Lord in Holy Communion, we ought remember these 
words and think of the heavenly banquet with him that this 
points to and reminds us of. We ought pray to our Lord 
about our homeland in heaven when we receive him in 
Holy Communion and pray that we and the others we care 
for will reach there. Our Lord’s presence in the Eucharist 
is just as real as it is and will be in heaven, but in Holy 
Communion this real presence of Jesus is veiled under 
other appearances, the appearances of bread and wine. But 
it is the same Jesus who is present there, to unite us to 
himself and to help us on our way. Not only does the time 
we have with our Lord in Holy Communion remind us of 
our personal eternity with him in heaven, it also ought 
remind us of the new heaven and the new earth which 
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eventually we shall see and be part of. The same Jesus 
who comes in Holy Communion will come again in glory 
at the end of time and all of us will be gathered before him 
to be judged. No one will escape that day, just as no one 
will escape the personal judgment immediately following 
death. The same Jesus who comes to us in Holy 
Communion will be the Judge of all and the centre and 
source of all heavenly blessings. Following this final 
coming of Christ and his judgment, there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth, and all will be new and glorious. 
This we know from divine revelation, given to us in our 
Catholic Faith. All of this will happen by the almighty 
power of God, and we shall be part of this new heaven if 
we are judged worthy. If we are not judged worthy, all will 
be lost. 

We ought therefore joyfully converse with our Lord 
about these final things and about our eternity with him 
when we receive him in Holy Communion. Holy 
Communion is a pledge, a promise and a foretaste of our 



2716 


eventual union with him both following our personal death, 
and also at the end of time when all will be restored, and 
death will be no more. Holy Communion is our pledge of 
future glory. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no.1402-1405 (Eucharist as pledge of eternal life). 

-- 
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Monday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 1:2-5.24-28; Psalm 148; 

Matthew 17:22-27 

As Jesus and his disciples were gathering in Galilee, 
Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is to be handed over 
to men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the 
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third day. ” And they were overwhelmed with grief. When 
they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax 
approached Peter and said, “Does not your teacher pay 
the temple tax? ” “Yes, ” he said. When he came into the 
house, before he had time to speak, Jesus asked him, 
“What is your opinion, Simon? From whom do the kings 
of the earth take tolls or census tax? From their subjects 
or from foreigners?” When he said, “From foreigners,” 
Jesus said to him, “Then the subjects are exempt. But that 
we may not offend them, go to the sea, drop in a hook, and 
take the first fish that comes up. Open its mouth and you 
will find a coin worth twice the temple tax. Give that to 
them for me and for you?' (Matthew 17:22-27) 

Citizenship We see from the conversation in the 
Gospel of today between the collectors of the half-shekel 
(the temple tax) and Simon Peter that our Lord paid his 
dues and taxes (Matthew 17:22-27). Perhaps out of respect 
and recognition of our Lord’s personal eminence the 
collector did not approach our Lord directly about this, but 
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instead approached the one who appeared to be the leader 
of his disciples, Simon Peter. There are other indications 
in the Gospels that our Lord fully respected the laws of the 
land and the obligations of citizenship. When challenged 
by the scribes and Pharisees as to whether it was lawful to 
pay taxes to Caesar or not, he replied that citizens were to 
render to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what 
belongs to God. There have been many excellent 
embodiments of this general directive, and one who 
immediately comes to mind is the great English patron 
saint of politicians, Saint Thomas More. His life-size 
statue, with More depicted as seated, now stands in the 
Speaker’s Garden of the New South Wales Parliament. 
Our Lord wants his disciples to be good citizens. 
Citizenship is part and parcel of living as a true child of 
God. Society comes from God and therefore it contains 
requirements of the divine will, and if we are to please God 
we must respect those requirements. Like every human 
being, society itself (because it is made up of fallen human 
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beings), suffers from a fallen and sinful condition that 
requires the grace of God. That is to say, human society 
requires the redeeming grace and presence of Christ and 
that presence is brought to it by the Church, which is the 
Body of Christ, possessing his divine presence in her 
midst. Christ’s faithful, members of the Church of which 
he is the living head, are the means whereby the Church 
and Christ her head are made present in the midst of the 
world. The secular vocation and life of the lay faithful is 
the direct means of this. 

We ought all examine ourselves as to the quality of 
our citizenship, because just as being a good citizen was 
part and parcel of the life of the Incarnate Son of God, so 
too it is part and parcel of our life in Christ. Loving and 
serving Christ involves loving and serving the men and 
women of our everyday working life. It means loving and 
serving the culture and society and country God has placed 
us in, while endeavouring to bring the redeeming presence 
of Christ into its midst. It means respecting the laws of our 
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society and cooperating in the development of its social, 
economic and political life, except when its laws, its 
assumptions and expectations go against the will of God — 
such as in many matters of bioethics. In fact, for the lay 
member of Christ’s faithful, this involvement in the secular 
life of society is the principal way in which he exercises his 
share in the redeeming mission of Christ and the Church. 
The lay person must compete for positions in his 
workplace if he is to make his way in life. He is then 
called to sanctify those positions he has come to occupy. 
He is called to be involved in political life at least by his 
informed vote at elections, but if it is possible, also by 
taking part also in the activities and policy formation of 
political parties. It is an excellent thing and a worthy 
exercise of the Christian life to be writing letters to the 
Editors of various newspapers and thus contributing to the 
evangelization of our culture. It is a good thing to enter 
into talk-back radio programmes when something 
important has to be said, especially if the host of the 
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programme is himself giving vent to assumptions and 
opinions which go against the revealed will of God. The 
world of society, culture and politics offers an immense 
and varied life of engagement in the mission of Christ and 
his Church, which is nothing other than to contribute 
towards the immense and redeeming project of making 
disciples of all the nations. The world of one’s everyday 
life is the arena of this fundamental service of Christ. 

Let us reflect on Christ as citizen , setting us an 
example of good citizenship. Let us endeavour by our 
daily life and work to sanctify the society and culture 
around us. Let each of us ask ourselves, What have I done 
for Christ? What am I doing for him now? What shall I do 
for him in the future? For the lay member of Christ’s 
Faithful, which constitutes the overwhelming proportion of 
the Church, this great and pressing project will be played 
out in the world of everyday life. 
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Tuesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Deuteronomy 
32:3-4ab, 7-9 and 12; Matthew 18:1-5.10.12-14 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? He called a 
little child and had him stand among them. And he said: I 
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tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes 
a little child like this in my name welcomes me. See that 
you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell 
you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my 
Father in heaven. What do you think? If a man owns a 
hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one 
that wandered off? And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he 
is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine 
that did not wander off. In the same way your Father in 
heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be 
lost. (Matthew 18:1-5.10.12-14) 

Humility Humility stands out among the many 
instances of natural virtue. Even without reference to God, 
very many would regard a due humility as a positive 
natural virtue. A gifted person who flaunts his gifts and 
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who manifestly regards himself highly is positively 
unattractive — and most gifted persons understand this. 
They may not be humble within themselves, but they will, 
as a point of ordinary strategy, present themselves humbly. 
A champion runner will be delighted in his victory, but 
when interviewed by the press will perhaps say that he is 
“humbled” to receive the prize and the adulation. So will 
the victor in political elections: he has been “humbled” by 
the confidence people placed in him. It is perceived as 
important to present a persona of due humility. If people 
see that humility is a genuine characteristic of an 
accomplished person, this evokes admiration for him. It is 
also understood that pride is a natural temptation, which if 
succumbed to, will deform a person. It is also broadly 
recognized that, to a point, one can counter the temptation 
to pride and become more humble by an active practice of 
it — by, say, recognizing the attainments of others 
generously and by actively maintaining a lower (and truer) 
estimate of one’s own importance. We read in the First 
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Book of Maccabees that “Alexander son of Philip the 
Macedonian, who came from the land of Kittim... 
advanced to the ends of the earth, and plundered many 
nations. When the earth became quiet before him, he was 
exalted and his heart was lifted up ... after this he fell sick“ 
(1:1-5). So, the young Alexander the Great was proud. 
This was natural, given his gifts and accomplishments, but 
it was bad and tragic. What might have been the wonder of 
this man and his achievements had he maintained and 
developed a degree of humility — not merely a persona, 
but the real thing! This is hard to imagine precisely 
because pride seeks after and ordinarily follows upon 
honours, power and riches — and this is what Alexander 
sought and gained. In any case, to sum up it is evident to 
ordinary human reflection, quite apart from the 
declarations of divine revelation, that humility in some 
sense is a virtue. It is to be sought, for it is good for human 
life. Pride is a vice and to be avoided, for it is bad for 
human life. Whether the great philosophers had a clear 
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perception of this is perhaps another matter, but broadly 
this has ordinarily been understood. 

Now, grace - the life of God coming to us in the 
Person of Jesus Christ - builds on nature. What nature at 
its best can suggest is affirmed in a higher sense by God. 
What the best of human perception can sense and divine, is 
not directly contradicted by revelation. Rather, it is 
complemented, augmented, enriched, transformed, made 
new and exalted to new heights. God has revealed that the 
humble man is indeed pleasing to him and that pride is 
odious in his sight. The humble man will be exalted — 
this point is often repeated in the New Testament. The 
Magnificat prayer of Mary, the mother of Jesus, highlights 
this as a pattern of the Old Testament: “He has scattered 
the proud of heart, he has put down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalted the lowly” (Luke 1:51-52). Christ tells 
his parable of the Pharisee praying in the Temple, with the 
Publican behind him repeatedly asking pardon of God for 
his sins. He, the Publican who is despised by the Pharisee 
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for his sins, goes home justified, while the Pharisee does 
not. Our Lord stated that he himself was humble of heart 
— thereby alerting us to this central feature of the 
humanity of the Incarnate God, and placing it before us for 
our imitation: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me 
for I am meek and humble of heart” (Matthew 11: 28-30). 
All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 
18:1-5.10.12-14), in which our Lord warns his disciples 
that they must actively practise humility if they wish to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. The image he chooses to 
place before them is that of being like a little child: “I tell 
you the truth, unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Saint Therese of 
Lisieux (Therese Martin, Doctor of the Church) formulated 
her way to holiness of life in terms of this divinely- 
employed image of the little child. It is her way of spiritual 
childhood — littleness before God and trusting 
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abandonment to him. Treatises have been written on the 
all-important virtue of humility in the following of Jesus 
Christ, which is the essence of revealed religion. Bishop 
William Ullathorne of Birmingham in the nineteenth 
century wrote penetratingly on humility. Pope Leo XIII, 
when still Cardinal Joachim Pecci, Bishop of Perugia, 
wrote a masterly short treatise on the practice of humility. 
The point is that this basic virtue must be identified and 
practised, with the grace of God. 

Let us resolve to seek the grace of God to grow in this 
virtue which Christ sets before us in today’s Gospel. 
Thomas a Kempis’s The Imitation of Christ proposes a 
prayer for us to obtain the grace of devotion and humility. 
“Remember, O Lord, that I am nothing, that I have nothing 
and am worth nothing. You alone are good, just and holy; 
You can do all things; You give all things; and You fill all 
things; You leave only the sinner empty. Remember Your 
mercies and fill my heart with your grace, You who do not 
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want Your works to remain empty” (Book 3, chapter 3). 
So then, let us strive for humility of soul! 
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Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 65; 
Matthew 18:15-20 


Jesus said to his disciples, If your brother sins against 
you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. 
If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if 
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he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 
‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or 
three witnesses. ’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. I tell you the 
truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 
anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three come together in my 
name, there ami with them. (Matthew 18:15-20) 

The Divine Glory In our Gospel today, our Lord 
states that “where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20). This also alludes, 
if indirectly, to his abiding presence in the Church, and 
most especially in the Church’s Sacraments and preaching. 
It reminds us of the sense of the divine presence that 
should mark our love for the Church and the Real Presence 
of Jesus there. We remember how in the Gospel of St John 
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our Lord entered the Temple and saw the buyers and sellers 
with the animals and the birds, and the money changers 
busy at their work. Our Lord’s sense of the glory of his 
heavenly Father in the Temple led him to drive them all 
out, with the rebuke that they were turning his “Father’s 
house” into a market place. Our Lord is our model of One 
who was filled with a sense of the glory of God and his 
nearness. We, in our own lives, are very prone to forget 
the glory of the Lord in his Temple which is the local 
parish church. In our local parish church there dwells in 
the Tabernacle the Lord of lords and the King of kings in 
all his glory, but his glory is hidden. We do not see his 
glory, but that same glory is there because it is the risen 
and glorious Jesus who is present there in his entire reality. 
Our danger is that, day after day and week after week as 
we visit the church, or as we see it in the distance or as we 
pass by, or when we come to Sunday Mass, we will take no 
pains to acknowledge the glory of the Lord there. Then 
when we receive our Lord in Floly Communion we ought 
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be especially alive to his glory. He comes to us in Holy 
Communion in his glory but with this same glory veiled 
under other appearances. How much time do we spend 
with Christ in Holy Communion, how much attention do 
we give him? Let us ever remember that the One who is 
with us is the Lord of all glory. 

The Old Testament book of the prophet Ezechiel 
contains lofty passages portraying the glory of God in his 
Temple. The prophet is granted a vision of the glory of the 
Lord in the Temple (Ezechiel 9-10). When the “scourges 
of the city” came in and halted in front of the bronze altar, 
God gave to them his instructions to punish evildoers and 
to spare the good. They were to begin at the sanctuary. 
“Then the glory of the Lord left the threshold of the temple 
and rested upon the cherubim.” The prophet repeats the 
point that above the cherubim “was the glory of the God of 
Israel.” (Ezechiel 10:4). As we meditate on these inspired 
lines, we are led to appreciate anew the glory of the God 
who has revealed himself to us. There are two notable 
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features of God which the Scriptures present very clearly 
and in multiform ways throughout the inspired narratives. 
There is his utter transcendence beyond us, and there is his 
ineffable nearness to us. In some respects it is his 
transcendence which is especially (but not at all 
exclusively) portrayed in the Old Testament, and it is 
especially his nearness as our Father which is portrayed in 
the New Testament — although this division cannot be 
pressed very far. For the Christian who is very used to the 
notion of the nearness of God our Father, there is the 
danger of his losing an appropriate sense of his glory and 
transcendence. Passages such as that describing our Lord 
cleansing his Father’s House, as well as precedents in the 
Old Testament such as that of the vision of Ezechiel, can 
help to preserve in our hearts a sense of the glory of God. 
The God of all glory is constantly present in the Tabernacle 
of every Catholic Church, for therein is the Real Presence 
of Jesus Christ in all his human and divine reality, now 
risen and in glory. That glory is his, and is present, but is 
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veiled under the appearances of bread and wine — 
precisely to make it entirely accessible to every person. 
But let us approach this divine Presence with a lively faith. 

May I suggest a practical way to grow in a sense and 
love for the glory of God. Let us pray very often and with 
attention and devotion the beautiful prayer we say at the 
end of every decade of the Rosary, and often at the end of 
various prayers: “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.” With this 
prayer on our lips every day, let us so live that the triune 
God will be ever the more glorified. 


Vb»©«dv 





2737 


Thursday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 3:7-10.11.13-17; Psalm 113a; 
Matthew 18:21-19:1 

Then Peter approaching asked him, “Lord, if my 
brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not 
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seven times but seventy-seven times. That is why the 
kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided to 
settle accounts with his servants. When he began the 
accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed 
him a huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, 
his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his 
children, and all his property, in payment of the debt. At 
that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay you back in full. ’ Moved 
with compassion the master of that servant let him go and 
forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, he found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller 
amount. He seized him and started to choke him, 
demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe. ’ Falling to his 
knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, 
and I will pay you back. ’ But he refused. Instead, he had 
him put in prison until he paid back the debt. Now when 
his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were 
deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the 
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whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt 
because you begged me to. Should you not have had pity 
on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in 
anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he 
should pay back the whole debt. So will my heavenly 
Father do to you, unless each of you forgives his brother 
from his heart. ” When Jesus finished these words, he left 
Galilee and went to the district of Judea across the Jordan. 
(Matthew 18:21-19:1) 

Forgiveness The problem of evil and suffering is 
proverbial. How it is to be reconciled with the existence of 
an all-good, all-wise and almighty God is a long-standing 
philosophical and human problem. A family has a 
profoundly difficult child, perhaps a few children who pose 
massive difficulties for them. Their constant prayers seem 
unavailing, and their difficulties increase. Slowly the 
temptation grows: Is there really any God at all? If there 
were, why would he permit such a situation as this to 
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persist? The Christian grants the problem and points to the 
Person of Christ who, in his life and death, showed the way 
to complete abandonment to God. At the same time, he 
accepted and indeed embraced untold suffering - which 
itself issued in untold good. The endurance of suffering 
and evil while maintaining one’s faith in God is one thing, 
but the further challenge is to forgive those who may have 
caused the evil and suffering that has been endured. A 
complicating element of this is the fact that such persons 
(who have caused the suffering) may be good people, 
acting because they think they are serving God thus. One 
of the most universal problems of man, and one that is 
capable of causing life-long complications and ultimately 
the loss of eternal life, is the question of forgiveness. How 
to forgive, even if the person to be forgiven is good? The 
problem is caused when forgiveness is refused. Once 
again, the Christian must look to Christ as the exemplar of 
forgiveness. Christ prayed to the Father that all who made 
him suffer would be forgiven. In our Gospel passage today 
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(Matthew 18:21-19:1), our Lord is asked by Peter — 
perhaps representing the Twelve, and indirectly all of 
Christ’s future disciples — how often “must I forgive my 
brother if he wrongs me?” Peter’s question assumes that I 
“must” forgive my brother, indicating that the obligation to 
forgive was the teaching they had received from our Lord. 
The further question asked here is “how often” I am 
obliged to do this? Peter’s question suggests that there 
ought be a limit to forgiveness if the wrongs continue. Our 
Lord’s answer is that forgiveness ought never be refused, 
no matter how often one is wronged. How contrary is this 
to the spirit that drives so much of society! I remember an 
acquaintance of mine who taught Sociology at Sydney 
University. He planned to write his thesis on the image of 
the Good Samaritan as a model for Government social 
policies. 

What a difference to the world would be made were 
Christ’s teaching on forgiveness to be the model of social 
relations! Our Lord was not saying that wrongdoing ought 
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go unresisted and unpunished, thus neglecting the 
requirements of public order and moral life in society. 
Rather, his teaching starkly addresses the human tendency 
to resentment and hatred of heart for wrongs endured and 
unrequited. It is impossible that all human rights be 
protected this side of the grave, for many are far beyond 
the reach of public and private protection. Our Lord is 
teaching us that we must forgive from the heart, and 
informs us that there is a sanction if we refuse this 
forgiveness from the heart. In his parable in today’s 
Gospel (Matthew 18:21-19:1), our Lord likens the one who 
refuses to forgive to the steward who is forgiven an utterly 
impossible debt by his king. The steward then proceeds to 
punish a fellow servant who owed him a debt which, while 
being substantial, could never be remotely compared with 
the debt he had just been forgiven. The king threw this 
unforgiving offender into the hands of the torturers when 
he heard of it. “And that is how my heavenly Father will 
deal with you unless you each forgive your brother from 
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your heart”, our Lord concluded. We know, then, that 
there will be great penalties coming to the one who 
deliberately refuses to forgive, for God has forgiven each 
person so much. In the Lord’s Prayer our Lord instructs us 
to ask forgiveness from our heavenly Father for our sins, 
but adds to this request our commitment to forgive those 
who have wronged us. Our Lord goes on to warn that if we 
do not forgive others, our heavenly Father will not forgive 
us either. If we want to follow our Lord closely as his true 
disciples, we must come to terms with our deep-seated 
tendency to resent, to hate and to refuse to forgive the one 
who hurts us. There are many examples in human history 
of people who forgave, but the greatest of all is Christ. His 
teaching on the matter is unambiguous and 
uncompromising. It is the fulfilment of the Law and the 
Prophets, and with it is granted the offer of divine grace to 
make its observance possible. We must forgive from the 
heart, and as often as we are wronged. God has forgiven 
us, and he offers us the grace to forgive our brother who 
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has wronged us. Let us ask for this grace and let us live by 
it. 


“Oh my God, most Holy Trinity, I want to adore your 
mercy through each breath of my being, each beat of my 
heart, each beat of my pulse. I want to be entirely 
transformed into your mercy and thus to be a living 
reflection of you, Lord. May the greatest of your divine 
attributes, your unfathomable mercy, be poured out onto 
my neighbour through my soul and through my heart.... 
Help me, Lord, so that my heart is merciful, so that I feel 
all my neighbour’s suffering. And as for me, I will lock 
myself into the most merciful heart of Jesus.” (Saint 
Faustina Kowalska, 1905-1938, [Small Diary, p. 163]) 
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Friday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24:1-13; Psalm 136:1-3, 16-18, 
21-22 and 24; Matthew 19:3-12 

Some Pharisees approached him, and tested him, 
saying, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 
cause whatever? ” He said in reply, “Have you not read 
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that from the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 
female’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh ’? So they are no longer two, but 
one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, no 
human being must separate. ” They said to him, “Then why 
did Moses command that the man give the woman a bill of 
divorce and dismiss her? ” He said to them, “Because of 
the hardness of your hearts Moses allowed you to divorce 
your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. I say to 
you, whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is 
unlawful) and marries another commits adultery. ” 
(Matthew 19:3-12) 

Absolute Values On countless occasions in history, 
civil legislation has attacked absolute values. The constant 
threat has been to substitute absolute value for usefulness 
and convenience. In mid-August of 2006, the Australian 
media gave plenty of attention to the Australian Prime 
Minister’s announcement that the members of the Coalition 
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Federal Government would be given a conscience vote on 
the use of embryonic stem cells for research purposes. 
The lines were immediately drawn and there were many in 
the Federal Parliament who were determined that 
legislation would be passed legalizing these procedures. 
The reason they gave for their position was that embryonic 
stem cells offer excellent material for therapeutic treatment 
of diseases. Of little importance for them was the fact that 
all the evidence already pointed to (and since confirmed) 
adult stem cells offering the best potential for medical 
treatment. Furthermore and far more critically, embryonic 
stem cells were taken from the living human embryo. It 
therefore involved damaging, harming and destroying 
human embryos for the benefit of medical research and 
human therapy. Human embryos at their most defenceless 
stage were to be surgically attacked and plundered for their 
live parts, to be used for the advantage and happiness of 
others. This legislation would allow human embryos to be 
artificially created for use in experimentation, involving a 
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philosophy of rank utilitarianism and a disregard of the 
absolute value of each human being. As well as this, at 
that time there were up to perhaps one hundred thousand 
abortions performed annually. Looming on the horizon at 
the time, was what was called the “abortion pill” 
(mifepristone). Now, in the sight of God, deliberate sin is 
an enormity - and beyond calculation if it is mortal. It can 
be difficult for many to understand the evil of deliberate 
sin. How is it that a person could be damned eternally 
who dies in the state of unrepentant and deliberate mortal 
sin? Let us think of this: God holds each person 
continually in existence. Let us remember the infinite 
holiness of God and of his consequent horror for sin. This 
same all-holy God sustains the sinner in existence while he, 
the creature, is sinning in the most awful manner. 
Contemplate God’s consequent proximity with the worst 
sins — a gross thought and a gross reality. 

All of this reminds us of the contrast between the 
mind of Christ and that of the world. The Christian in 
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secular society is called to bear witness to Christ’s teaching 
in all that pertains to the sanctity of life, and to do so in the 
midst of opposition, ridicule and much incomprehension. 
The Christian knows that some things are of absolute 
value, and that to attack them is intrinsically evil, whatever 
be the circumstances. The notion of absolute moral value 
is a difficult concept for the modern day — at least as 
applied to some spheres of human life. One result of the 
Enlightenment and its rationalism (“Reason” being 
supreme, and the arbiter of what is right), was the 
utilitarian system developed and propagated especially by 
philosophers such as Bentham and the two Mills in 
nineteenth century Britain. Our secular society has been 
silently conquered by this utilitarian positivism, an outlook 
which looks on things and persons in terms of their 
usefulness for the perceived happiness of the many. It 
combines with a materialism which accepts as true and 
worthwhile only what can be empirically tested and 
measured. So, such persons ask, by what empirical 
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measure can the life of a seriously handicapped infant be 
deemed to be useful or of value for happiness — the 
happiness of that barely-human child, and the happiness of 
the many? There is none, they say — so let it be discarded 
while still in the womb. This is the right and moral thing to 
do. This point is developed further and taken to include the 
minuscule embryo and its stem cells. The “useful” thing to 
do for the happiness of the many is to get at and extract 
from the embryo those stem cells that may offer so many 
therapeutic possibilities and to put them to testable and 
empirical use. Research will benefit and so will the health 
of very many sufferers, even though those microscopic 
embryos are destroyed in the process. This was the 
thinking — and I mention it here only as an instance of the 
rejection of the concept of absolute value in morality. Of 
course, the “embryo” is deemed not to be a human person 
as such — it is just a “foetus”, a physical component of the 
mother that has the potential to become a human person, 
and does so only when independently viable. This critical 
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importance of absolute value in morality reminds us of our 
Gospel today (Matthew 19:3-12) — the indissolubility of 
marriage is an absolute value. Our Lord states that divorce, 
properly so-called, is not within the plan of God. 

The Christian has the benefit of the light of Christ as 
transmitted by the Church, enabling him to know with 
certainty what is of absolute value. One of the greatest 
needs of our culture is the appreciation of what is of true 
and absolute value. If this is not grasped, a culture will be 
in serious decay and on the road to various forms of death. 
The Christian in our secular and utilitarian society has a 
most important battle ahead of him — the propagation of 
Christ’s doctrine. He must choose between Christ and all 
that is opposed to Christ and his teaching. Christ is the 
Lord of life, and Satan the father of death. Let us choose 
for Christ and work heartily for the triumph of his 
kingdom. 
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Saturday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24:14-29; Psalm 15; 

Matthew 19:13-15. 

Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to 
place his hands on them and pray for them. But the 
disciples rebuked those who brought them. Jesus said, Let 
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the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. When he 
had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. 
(Matthew 19:13-15) 

The Children Consider the simple action 

portrayed in our Gospel today. “People brought little 
children to Jesus, for him to lay his hands on them and say 
a prayer.” After rebuking his disciples for attempting to 
dissuade the people from doing this, “he laid his hands on 
them and went on his way.” (Matthew 19:13-15) What is 
being portrayed here? God himself become man is praying 
for each child and imparting a blessing upon them. What a 
wonderful thing for this to have happened to any child! 
We cannot imagine what might have been the effect, on 
that child’s life, of the prayer and the blessing of the 
incarnate Son of God. The people who brought their 
children knew that our Lord was a Person of immense 
holiness and that his prayer for the child would be of 
inestimable value. Consider the effect of other prayers that 
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Christ said. Just before he raised Lazarus from the dead, 
he prayed to the Father saying “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I have 
said this on account of the people standing by” (John 
11:41-42). Then he proceeded to raise Lazarus from four 
days dead in the grave. When dying on the cross he prayed 
to the Father that those who had rejected him would be 
forgiven “for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
What was the effect of this prayer? We cannot help but 
recall that three thousand embraced the Faith when Peter 
preached to them at Pentecost. Peter told them that he 
knew that they (“yon .. and your rulers”) had not known 
what they were doing when they rejected the Messiah 
(Acts 3:17). So we may presume that many of these 
converts to Christ were among those who had rejected him, 
and were now the beneficiaries of his powerful prayer. At 
various points in the Gospel narrative, we read of Christ 
spending long periods in prayer — sometimes the whole 
night in prayer to God. Doubtless he was praying for the 
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disciples, for the people, and indeed for his enemies. 
Regarding his enemies, St John in his Gospel informs us 
that many of the rulers came to believe in him, but only 
secretly for fear of the Jews. Nicodemus was a case in 
point, and at the end both he and Joseph of Arimathea 
broke ranks from the Sanhedrin and took Christ’s body 
down from the Cross for honourable burial. Such was the 
power of Christ’s prayer. We think of this prayer of Christ 
as we read of him blessing the children brought to him. 

We are told in the Letter to the JJebrews that Christ is 
continually at the right hand of the Father. He is there 
interceding for us, his brothers. This same Christ who 
intercedes for us makes himself present above all at Mass, 
when his one sacrifice at Calvary on our behalf is made 
present sacramentally. The Christ who interceded for all 
mankind and for each of us on the Cross at Calvary makes 
present at Mass that very intercession, so powerful that it 
redeemed the world. Christ taught us that if we wish to 
enter the kingdom of heaven we must become as little 
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children. We could perhaps start by identifying with the 
little children who were brought to him by their parents in 
order to receive his blessing and his prayer. We are 
children of Mary the mother of Christ, for Christ gave her 
to us at Calvary when he told his beloved disciple to take 
her for his mother. Mary is our mother, and the mother and 
model of the entire Church. Let us place ourselves in her 
keeping, in her maternal arms, and ask her to take us into 
the presence of her Son, as did the parents of the children 
in our Gospel today. Let us ask Mary our mother to 
present us to Jesus our High Priest, and that she ask him to 
give to us his special blessing and his prayer as we set out 
each day to live as his disciples. In this sense we may go 
to Jesus through Mary. We need the prayer and the 
blessing of Christ, and he will not withhold it if we become 
like little children, with Mary as our motherly intercessor. 
We will be like little children if we entrust ourselves to the 
care of Christ’s mother, just as the Father entrusted his Son 
to her keeping, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Apart 
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from the image in the Gospel of the mothers who brought 
their children to Jesus for his prayer — mothers who 
remind us of our own heavenly Mother — there is another 
image in the Gospels that we could place ourselves in. It is 
the wedding feast of Cana. The wine had run out, and the 
mother of Jesus approached her Son to place before him 
the need of the entire company. They have no wine, she 
said. With that prayer of intercession, he acted and 
effortlessly brought into being a huge draft of the best 
wine. Let us entrust ourselves to the care of Mary, as did 
those children of the Gospel entrust themselves to their 
mothers who brought them to Jesus. She can and will take 
us to her Son and keep us in his presence, ever receiving 
his blessings. 

With Mary, let us ask Christ our Lord to pour out his 
blessings on us so that we may be able to follow him 
closely, all the way to the cross which is the hallmark of 
his true disciples. JJoly Mary, mother of God! Pray for us 
sinners now and at the hour of our death. Heavenly Mother 
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of us all! Place us before Jesus always, and keep us there, 
while you ask from him his blessings, especially the 
blessing of personal sanctity, a sanctity that will keep us 
united to him now and forever. 

-- 
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Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Proverbs 9:1-6; Psalm 34:2-7; Ephesians 
5:15-20; John 6:51-58 
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Jesus said, I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. 
This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world. Then the Jews began to argue sharply among 
themselves, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 
Jesus said to them, I tell you the truth, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my 
flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 
him. Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of 
the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of 
me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your 
forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this 
bread will live for ever. (John 6:51-58) 

The Eucharist The constant problem — although 
most do not consider it a “problem” — is that we tend to 
live in the light of things we see, feel, hear, taste and smell, 
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either on the large or the small scale. The important things 
in life will therefore tend to be material possessions, the 
influence and control we manage to acquire, or the pleasure 
that comes our way, and other goods of a temporal nature. 
These are generally judged to be the real things, the things 
that count for all practical purposes. That is the temptation 
for the fallen human being. For the natural man, life is 
perceived as consisting in what is tangible. To call a life 
which is not seen, felt and enjoyed in a material sense an 
“abundant life” is viewed as unreal. In sum, to the extent 
that we are like this we tend not to be very interested in 
what our Lord promises. We may have some surface 
interest in it, and if our Lord were to appear among us we 
may be very excited, but in terms of having a genuine love 
for the gift he offers, we tend to be lacking. Even if we are 
committed to our Catholic Faith, the danger is that there 
will, nevertheless, be a large part of our heart given to 
more temporal and material things. Now, God became 
man to save the world from sin and death, and to give us 
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life in abundance. Man came from the hand of God alive 
and destined for life. But as St Paul tells us, sin entered the 
world through one man and with sin came death, and death 
has spread through the whole human race. Our Lord said 
that he had come to bring life in abundance, and this came 
through his atoning death on the cross and his resurrection 
to a life of glory. This abundant life from God is begun in 
each individual through union with Jesus by faith and 
baptism. But how is this divine life, begun with faith and 
baptism, augmented and made to flourish in the believer? 
In the natural sphere, it is one thing to begin life. One 
must, though, become strong through proper nourishment 
and exercise. Once begun, our natural life is sustained by 
nourishment, and the same applies to eternal life. The 
divine life grows within us primarily by means of the Holy 
Eucharist. In our Gospel today (John 6:51-58), our Lord 
pinpoints exactly what will bring us eternal life. Christ 
himself is the living Bread from heaven that gives eternal 
life to man. He means this literally. Our Lord said quite 
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publicly, in the Synagogue of Capernaum, that “my flesh is 
real food and my blood is real drink. He who eats my flesh 
and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in him.” 

We may wonder why our Lord did not explain on that 
occasion how he would do this. After all, as Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen once said, he lost the masses when he taught 
this doctrine. He did not, on that occasion, explain that he 
would give his body and his blood — the entirety of his 
divine Person in both his human and divine natures — in a 
sacramental way. That is, people would not be eating 
physical flesh with the qualities and appearances of flesh. 
They would eat his flesh, but his flesh given under the 
appearances and qualities of bread. My supposition is that 
our Lord put his doctrine in all its starkness in order to 
drive home to his hearers that he would literally be giving 
his flesh to be eaten and his blood to be drunk, which is to 
say the entirety of the Person they saw before them. He 
wanted this extraordinary doctrine to be taken very 
seriously, literally, and in all its newness, even if it meant 
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the loss of many of his disciples. I am sure that if he had 
explained that he would give them his body and his blood 
under the appearances of bread and wine, it would have 
been thought that what he would be offering was merely 
bread and wine as symbolic of his Person. It would not 
have been perceived that the “bread and wine” were but 
appearances, the substance of the Gift being his entire 
reality, body, blood, soul and divinity. The offer of his 
Person, and the necessity to feed on his Person as food 
providing eternal life, would have been widely understood 
to be symbolic only of faith in his Person and word, and not 
as involving the eating of his body and blood 
(sacramentally). It was in the privacy of his Last Supper 
with his apostles that he showed that he would give his 
body and his blood in a sacramental way, under the 
appearances of bread and wine. Christ, then, would be real 
food from heaven. It is primarily through and in the 
Eucharist that eternal life is given to us throughout our life. 
The Eucharist is the source of, and the principal moment 
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in, this reception of the eternal life intended for and 
possessed by each baptised member of the Church, and by 
the whole Church together. The Eucharist is the summit 
and source of all. This is clear from our Lord’s words in 
our Gospel today. “As I who am sent by the living Father 
myself draw life from the Father, so whoever eats me will 
draw life from me.” Our ongoing Christian life will come 
primarily from consuming Christ worthily in the Eucharist. 

There is a lot at stake in participating in Mass and 
receiving our Lord in Holy Communion, and making the 
very most of it. It is obvious from our Lord’s words that 
the Eucharist is the most important element in our ongoing 
Christian life. Nothing compares with it. Mass and Holy 
Communion is the most important reason for being a 
Catholic and indeed for being a Christian — even though 
many Christians separated from the Catholic Church do not 
have access to the true Eucharist, and indeed do not believe 
in it as it is understood and taught by the Catholic Church. 
Let us pray for the grace to appreciate how central to the 
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Christian life is the Holy Eucharist. The Eucharistic Jesus 
is the summit and source of the life of the Church and of 
the life of each and all of us. Let us strive to live this truth 
and to make it central to our spiritual lives. 

Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1324-1327 (Eucharist as source and summit of the 
church’s life) 
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Monday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 2:11-19; Psalm 106:34-37, 39-40, 
43ab and 44; Matthew 19:16-22 

Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, Teacher, 
what good thing must I do to gain eternal life ? Why do you 
ask me about what is good? Jesus replied. There is only 
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One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the 
commandments. Which ones? the man enquired. Jesus 
replied, ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not 
steal, do not give false testimony, honour your father and 
mother, ’ and ‘love your neighbour as yourself. ’ All these I 
have kept, the young man said. What do I still lack? Jesus 
answered, If you want to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me. When the 
young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had 
great wealth. (Matthew 19:16-22) 

Perfection One of the most distinguishing features 
of the human race is its work. The great concourse of 
human beings are caught up in the business of work, and 
their energies in work are directed in a plethora of different 
directions. Some people have striven with all their might 
to make money, to achieve eminence in politics or 
literature. Others have given their lives to sport and others 
to this or that profession or activity. There are various 
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ways of looking at this human phenomenon, but one thing 
it manifests is the natural and God-given desire for growth, 
development and perfection. Man has a natural desire to 
flourish and to make the best of himself and his 
possibilities. Very many do not bother to cultivate this 
desire but others do, and they achieve many good things in 
life as a result. It is by means of his work that he flourishes 
and achieves his best end. But there is this question: in 
what, if he gains it, will man achieve his perfection 
precisely as man? This is an important question because 
one can spend one’s life seeking the best in very ephemeral 
things, things that simply do not matter much and which 
certainly do not add to one's own growth and perfection as 
a human being. For instance, one can spend one’s life 
focused on horse racing and on the gambling that is 
associated with it. In the meantime, many far more 
fundamental aspects of one’s life may receive scarcely any 
attention or care. Again, a famous film star or comedian 
commits suicide — he or she has worked successfully for 
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perfection in one area of life, and totally neglected other 
more fundamental areas. Again, a young man may qualify 
as a lawyer, but his interest lies in his hobby farm. So he 
works mightily at his hobby farm, and later in life comes to 
regret his efforts. He worked at the wrong goals. Again, 
let us take a member of a class of persons that feature in 
the Gospels — the Pharisees. A young Pharisee starts out 
in life with the intention of giving his life for religion. But 
he is gradually led astray and becomes possessed of an idea 
of it which earns the condemnation of Christ — his is now 
a hypocritical life. His goals have been misconceived and 
his heart has become beclouded. He has not made progress 
in what is truly important. In what, then, does human 
perfection consist for every person? On what should he be 
working at all his life long? 

Christ answers this in today’s Gospel passage 
(Matthew 19:16-22). A young man came to Jesus and 
asked him how he could get to heaven. I would love to 
have known more about that young man. He was wealthy 
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and he loved his possessions. Actually, this was one of the 
things Christ noted about the Pharisees. They loved riches. 
This young man was a fine and truly religious person — I 
wonder if he was a better member of the school of the 
Pharisees. We remember St Paul — he started out on his 
religious life as a Pharisee, and had been earnest and 
sincere. Our Lord told our young man of the Gospel scene, 
who wanted to know how to get to heaven, simply and 
clearly: it is necessary to keep the commandments. Our 
Lord specifically mentioned those commandments that 
related to the treatment of one’s parents, spouse and 
neighbour. The young man responded saying that he had 
kept all these, and that really he wanted to know what more 
he needed to do. The young man was a good, generous and 
religious man and he aspired to a higher place in heaven. 
He was reflecting the yearning of man for sanctity and 
goodness — to be a saint! He knew that the perfection he 
was seeking had to do with his response to God’s will. Our 
Lord responded by telling him that if he wished to be 
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perfect — implying that such an aspiration is legitimate 
and most praiseworthy — then he ought go and divest 
himself of his many possessions, give them to the poor and 
then come and follow him. Christ’s answer affirmed that 
he had been on the right track, broadly at least. His 
aspiration was a truly noble one, and now Christ’s words 
offered him a wonderful invitation. It promised the heights 
of the perfection that man is called to by God and which 
God wishes to give him. Then came the tragedy: the young 
man went off sad, for in fact his heart was divided. He did 
not want perfection as our Lord had laid out before him. 
He tragically misconceived what was best for him and did 
not act on the word of the One who knew. How like so 
many persons of promise! But our point here is the 
teaching of our Lord on the nature and goal of human 
perfection. Human perfection will be found in the 
following of Jesus Christ, and the more total and undivided 
is the following of him, the greater will be the human 
perfection. Other things in life by all means may be sought 
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and worked at, and indeed other things should be worked 
at, but all within the framework of a total following of 
Christ. 

Let us resolve to make the very best of the gift of life 
by seeking to maximise our potential for growth and for the 
doing of good. But let us be clear about the way to this 
perfection. Christ is the way to it and the truth about it. He 
is the fullness of the perfect life. It is by being united to 
him, and by following closely in his footsteps in true 
poverty of spirit, that true perfection will be granted to us 
in the measure intended by God. 
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Tuesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 6:11-24a; Psalm 85:9, 11-14; 
Matthew 19:23-30 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, it 
is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
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eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God. When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
astonished and asked, Who then can be saved? Jesus 
looked at them and said, With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible. Peter answered him, We 
have left everything to follow you! What then will there be 
for us? Jesus said to them, I tell you the truth, at the 
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or fields for my sake will 
receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal 
life. But many who are first will be last, and many who are 
last will be first. (Matthew 19:23-30) 

The Rich Man It is noteworthy how our Lord 
speaks solemnly of the danger of being “rich” and the 
threat it can pose to the attainment of heaven. In our 
Gospel passage today, our Lord tells his disciples, “I tell 
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you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” At various times in the Gospels our Lord uses 
graphic images to make his point. For instance, he tells his 
disciples elsewhere (Luke 14:26) that unless a person 
“hate” his father and mother and wife and children he 
cannot be his disciple. The image he uses here in today's 
Gospel (Matthew 19:23-30) is graphic also: “Yes, I tell you 
again, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
What does all this mean in practice? Let us distinguish 
between what we may call being rich and having at hand 
possessions. We must beware of how we choose to make 
ourselves “rich,” which, of course, will involve the use we 
make of our possessions. The “rich man”, whom our Lord 
says will enter the kingdom of heaven only with difficulty , 
is the one who has allowed himself to be ensnared by his 
possessions and thus neglects the calls of God. He has 
sought to be “rich” in his temporal possessions but has 
neglected being “rich” in God. As with the entire teaching 
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of Christ as presented in the Gospels, Christ’s teaching on 
material possessions must be interpreted in the light of the 
Church’s Scriptures, her life, her Tradition and teaching. 
There have been saints with many possessions. For 
instance, St Thomas More who was one of the most 
attractive of saints and a great man by any standards, was a 
man of possessions, including material ones. He had 
honours, learning, various accomplishments, and a fine 
house and family. I think he even had a small private zoo. 
But as events were to show, he preserved poverty of spirit. 
He was liberal with the poor, and he preserved a readiness 
to give up everything for Christ. By means of his 
asceticism, his life of prayer and spiritual regimen he 
maintained the attachment of his heart to God and his holy 
will. In speaking of wealth in a tragic sense, Christ is 
speaking here not merely of the possession of material 
things, but primarily of the things we seek and cling to in 
our heart. 
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So then, what are some of the things man clings to? 
There are so many things, and they can be figments of the 
imagination nevertheless. For instance, a powerful element 
in a person’s life is his memory, and as a person gets older 
his memory can become more dominant still. He can 
become embittered as he thinks of the injustices and 
rebuffs he has suffered, the opportunities that have not 
come his way and that have come the way of others. As he 
looks back in memory, the general course of his life may 
seem to have been very disappointing to him. Such can be 
the train of memories that flood more and more into the 
unguarded imagination of a person as the years advance. 
But what is happening here in such a case? This person is 
unconsciously hanging on to imaginary things he wished 
had come his way. They are possessions, imaginary 
withal, to which he clings and which he wants. They may 
be past honours or opportunities which, he is sure, would 
have made his present situation so much more respectable 
or worthy of the esteem of others. He is clinging to riches 
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of a more subtle kind, ephemeral ones, ones that will never 
be his, but riches he desires nevertheless. They are riches 
which in his imagination he is hoarding with sullen regrets 
and bitterness. He desires to be a “rich man” in these 
forlorn senses. If he had but the choice, this is the direction 
he would go in order to be “rich.” The result is that he is 
not free in his heart to love Christ and his holy will. He 
cannot bring himself to cut away from all he is hanging on 
to in his memory and heart. He cannot accept the 
providence of God as it has worked itself out in his past 
and as it is manifesting itself in his present. He is not free 
to leave everything, as Simon Peter puts it in today’s 
Gospel, and to follow the Lord: “We have left everything 
to follow you! What then will there be for us?” Happiness 
will never be his while he clings to his hoped-for riches, 
which are, as is obvious, so imaginary. He is in danger of 
not entering the kingdom of heaven. Whereas the man 
who leaves all — in his heart — and follows Christ “will 
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receive a hundred times as much, and will inherit eternal 
life” (Matthew 19:23-30). 

Of course, there is a special danger in the mere 
possession of many things — a special danger indeed. It is 
that our heart can so easily become attached to them, and 
we can unconsciously, in our imagination and in our course 
of action, be finding our security in them. We can 
gradually seek to be “rich” in our temporal possessions, 
and lose sight of God who is our only true and eternal 
wealth. Hence we should discipline, for our own sake, the 
extent of our possessions and especially use them for the 
honour and glory of God. Let us pray for the grace to 
follow Christ with all our heart, for the wisdom and 
discernment to know the riches we are clinging on to, and 
the grace to detach ourselves entirely from them. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 9:6-15; Psalm 21:2-7; 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus said, The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in 
his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day 
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and sent them into his vineyard. About the third hour he 
went out and saw others standing in the market-place 
doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right. ’ So they 
went. He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth 
hour and did the same thing. About the eleventh hour he 
went out and found still others standing around. He asked 
them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing 
nothing? ’ ‘Because no-one has hired us, ’ they answered. 
He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard. ’ 
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the 
first. ’ The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour 
came and each received a denarius. So when those came 
who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But 
each one of them also received a denarius. When they 
received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 
‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour, ’ 



2784 


they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day. ’ But 
he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to 
you. Didn ’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your 
pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the 
same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I 
want with my own money? Or are you envious because I 
am generous? ’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last. (Matthew 20:1-16) 

Our Work There are some very consoling things 
to be learned in our Lord’s parable of today’s Gospel 
(Matthew 20:1-16). But before we consider what is 
consoling about it, let us consider what is very obvious 
about it. It is obvious that God wants us to be at our 
labour. He wants us to be up and doing in the tasks which 
his providence has given us. The landowner in the parable 
goes out at various times of the day to look for those who 
will work for him, and that is what God doing continually. 
He wants workers. Like the landowner of the vineyard, he 
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does not want to see us idle. It is neither good for us nor is 
it good for his vineyard. His vineyard is the Church and 
the whole wide world, and wherever he has placed us in his 
Church and in the world. In our culture there are various 
ambivalent attitudes to work, with many working at their 
projects to the point that the fundamental things of life, 
such as faith and family, are neglected. Others balk at the 
unpleasant character of work, and tend to be idle. Work 
can be somewhat avoided because it is unpleasant — 
unless it is absolutely necessary. But whatever be the 
attitude to work in this or that person, work is plainly 
central to human life. So it is important to have an 
appropriate attitude to it, recognizing how central it is for a 
wholesome human life. For the Christian, it is fundamental 
that he learn how to sanctify his daily work, perseveringly 
doing it well and doing it for God. The Book of Genesis 
indicates to us that, broadly speaking, work is man’s 
primary vocation (1:28b), and in working he is like unto 
God (2:1-2) who is, as our Lord says, ever working (John 
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5:17). Now, if man is to do his work consistently, the 
unpleasant aspects of work have to be recognized and 
faced up to in God’s presence. The tendency will be 
continually to shirk work that is unpleasant. The Book of 
Genesis makes clear that work has become unpleasant and 
“punishing” because of man’s Fall (3:16-19). It can be 
tedious, showing little evidence of progress, and with 
success in it seemingly ever illusive. But work, for all its 
unpleasant character, will be sanctifying if pursued in the 
thought of God’s presence, and with the determination to 
do our work for him and for his glory whatever be its cost. 
It is by his demanding and unpleasant work that man gives 
glory to God and flourishes himself. 

So then, our parable teaches us that God wants us to 
be at our labour in his vineyard. It is the vineyard of our 
God-given responsibilities. But there is a further lesson, 
and one that is very consoling. Everyone would recognize 
that there have been many inadequacies in the story of his 
own work in life. As a person looks back on life, it may 
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seem to him that he has been very much like the ones in the 
Gospel scene, standing idle in the market place when found 
by the landowner. Perhaps in life he has been relatively 
idle. He has not worked hard at his responsibilities. At 
least he himself may wish he had been much more 
industrious, and had more to show for his life and his 
efforts. Perhaps the work he has done has been poor when 
viewed by hindsight, and far from being a holy work. 
Perhaps he has worked hard, but it has all come to pieces. 
I know a priest who founded a religious Congregation in 
Australia. He was an excellent priest, and those who 
joined his religious community were excellent religious. 
He had reversal after reversal due to various causes, and 
his work at one point almost came to pieces — though it 
still persists and I am sure it will grow. Before he died, he 
was profoundly disappointed in the results. How common 
is this disappointment at the fruits of one’s work in life! 
Whatever be the cause of regret when thinking of one’s 
work in life, the invitation is always extended anew: Come 
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to the vineyard and begin work in my vineyard! Start 
again! Begin again in the service of the Lord today, 
whatever might have been the case yesterday and the day 
before! Not only is there the privilege of this renewed 
invitation, but when pay-time arrives, the recompense may 
be surprisingly generous (Matthew 20:1-16). So then, 
whatever be the past, and whatever be our poor 
performance when compared with others who have worked 
before us or even beside us, we can trust in the goodness of 
the Master. That, surely, is the principal message of 
today’s Gospel parable. In the parable, those who had been 
working all along were astonished at the remuneration 
received by those workers who began at the eleventh hour. 
Our Lord is teaching that God will be generous to those 
who accept the invitation to work in his vineyard. Let us 
then put all regrets, all wishful thinking, all resentments at 
lost opportunities, all jealousies at the apparent good luck 
of others in their work in life, behind us. Let us begin 
again trusting in God. So, now I begin! 
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Let us resolve to spend our lives at the labour God has 
given us, placing our faith in his marvellous generosity. As 
each day begins, let us resolve to be at the work he has 
given us. It is our glory to have been given this work. It 
can sanctify us, it can sanctify others, and it can be made a 
sanctified offering to God. God is our Father and will 
reward our repentance and our fidelity. All have their 
work — an illness can be our “work”. St Bernadette 
Soubiroux began her final illness regarding it as her last 
job. 
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Thursday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 11:29-39a; Psalm 40: 5, 7-10; 
Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: The 
kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding 
banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had 
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been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they 
refused to come. Then he sent some more servants and 
said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have 
prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have 
been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding banquet. ’ But they paid no attention and went off 
— one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized 
his servants, ill-treated them and killed them. The king was 
enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The 
wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not 
deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the 
banquet anyone you find. ’ So the servants went out into 
the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both 
good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 
man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 

‘ Friend, ’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without 
wedding clothes? ’ The man was speechless. Then the king 
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told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. ’ For many are invited, but few are 
chosen. (Matthew 22:1-14) 

Getting In Archaeology is a fascinating pursuit — 
I mean here that it is fascinating for someone like myself 
who follows it from the armchair in front of a television, or 
reads about it in a book. It would be a little different for 
professional archaeologists in the field — I once witnessed 
a working archaeologist suddenly plummeting into a dig 
near the Qumran caves in Israel. He was left unconscious 
and needed medical assistance. Well, I recall once 
watching a program on archaeological work in Israel, and 
the digs being portrayed showed that during the long 
monarchical period following David and Solomon there 
were a variety of gods being worshiped — their statuettes 
were being discovered. The archeologists were concluding 
from this that monotheism was not a feature of Israelitic 
religion in the Abrahamic, patriarchal, Mosaic and Davidic 
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period (1800 BC to 900 BC) as commonly understood 
(because of the Biblical texts). Rather, monotheism was a 
much later phenomenon, perhaps appearing at or after the 
Exile to Babylon (when fewer statuettes have been found). 
I had to regard this as an assumption. It is plain from book 
after book of the Prophets that infidelity in the 
fundamentals of revealed religion, which is to say a 
departure from the strict monotheism required by the 
Mosaic covenant, was a recurring feature of the history of 
Israel following the entry to the Promised Land by Joshua 
and the chosen people. It is therefore to be expected, as 
confirming the Biblical testimony, that pagan statuettes and 
other evidences of Canaanite and regional religions would 
be found to have been there, perhaps in abundance, during 
the centuries-long monarchical period. Indeed, according 
to the Biblical testimony, this was why the Divine will 
allowed the deportation of the upper kingdom based in 
Samaria (721 BC), and later the Exile of the lower (Judea) 
following the Babylonian sack of the Holy City (587 BC). 
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The point here, though, is that it was a constant up-hill 
struggle by the prophets and other servants of God to 
preserve revealed religion, which is to say to retain the 
body of the people in communion with the one God and his 
divine revelation. God wished his people to live in true 
communion with his truth, but there was, in response, 
much disinterest, opposition, hostility. What was at stake 
was the future blessing for all the families of the earth — 
as had been promised to the father in the faith, Abraham 
(Genesis 12:3). 

That blessing for the world was the Person of Jesus 
Christ and his lordship (kingdom). This was the promised 
kingdom of God — the knowledge, the love and the 
service of Jesus Christ, in whom was to be found the 
fullness of the triune godhead and every heavenly blessing. 
All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today in which 
our Lord provides a sweeping view from heaven of the 
history of salvation, and of what God had expected and 
would expect of all. What God intended was a final state 
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of communion with him in his divine Son, but he could not 
get so many of his chosen people to “come to the party.” 
As our Lord explains: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent 
his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to 
tell them to come, but they refused to come. Then he sent 
some more servants ... but they paid no attention and went 
off — one to his field, another to his business. The rest 
seized his servants, ill-treated them and killed them.” The 
“servants” were especially the prophets, but also some holy 
kings and priests. Then came the reckoning, played out in 
a terrible history: “The king was enraged. He sent his army 
and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.” As 
mentioned above, it happened twice — and it would 
happen again some decades after the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. But the blessing for “all the families of the earth” 
(Genesis 12:3) remained. All were to be invited to the 
wedding of the Son (the Bridegroom of his spouse, the 
Church): “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding 
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banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to 
come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 
anyone you find.’ So the servants went out into the streets 
and gathered all the people they could find, both good and 
bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.” This 
was the second great stage in God’s dealings with his 
chosen people. The servants would be sent out to invite 
anyone they could find to the wedding. This happened 
following the Resurrection, and Matthew (from whose 
Gospel our passage is taken) records the event at the end: 
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”’ 
(Matthew 28:18-19). It was the era of the Church and of 
free grace. 

But that is not the end of the story of salvation. It is 
not just a matter of being sufficiently interested to accept 
the offer. It is not enough simply to believe the Good 
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News about the invitation. There is something each person 
invited must do. He has a work to complete. He must 
clothe himself in Christ, put on his mind, and live 
according to his commandments. “But when the king came 
in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing wedding clothes.” The man had no explanation or 
defence, so he was cast “outside into the darkness where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Our Lord 
concludes, “For many are invited, but few are chosen” 
(Matthew 22:1-14). To get in, we must hear the call of 
Christ, accept it, come with him, and positively decide to 
live according to his commandments. We must not just 
hear the word, but do it. Let’s do it, then! 
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Friday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Psalm 

146:5-10; Matthew 22:34-40 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the 
Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, 
tested him with this question: Teacher, which is the 
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greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus replied: Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. ’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your 
neighbour as yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments. (Matthew 22:34-40) 

Love is the Purpose You are slowly walking 
through the cemetery. It is a very picturesque location on 
an undulating hillock at the edge of the mountain town. It 
is a cemetery more than a century in age and the graves 
vary in appearance and condition. You are there 
principally because of your father’s uncle who is buried 
there. His parents over a century ago built for him a grave 
monument that is striking and which has stood the wear of 
the years. There it stands, stating that he died a young man 
of thirty-four years after a long illness, and much beloved 
of his parents and family. He was the eldest of many 
children. But you notice that he is buried in the non- 
denominational section of the cemetery, though you 
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remember that his family was Anglican. It seems from the 
fact that he is not buried in the Anglican section that 
religious affiliation did not mean much to him or his 
family. It may mean that religion itself was not much of a 
factor in his life, though doubtless he was a good person. 
After all, he was clearly loved by his family, and your 
grandfather whom you knew well to be a very good person 
(though not a church-goer) was his younger brother. There 
he lies, and his tomb, so prominent, has been there on this 
wind and rain-swept hill for more than a hundred years. 
You stand there, contemplating the scene. All up, what did 
his young life amount to? You have a table cup in your 
possession, and on the cup is inscribed the date and 
occasion of this young man’s birth back in England. His 
birth, the birth of the first child of several, was obviously 
an occasion of great joy to his young parents — both of 
whom are buried some hours’ drive away in a cemetery in 
Sydney. The whole family involving several children 
migrated to Australia some ten years before this young 
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man died in the early 1890s. So you stand there for a 
while, then move on to other parts of the cemetery — you 
are taking your time, and no one else is around. Grave 
after grave you pass by. You come to one unkempt grave, 
with the headstone toppled and barely legible. You look 
more carefully at it. Ah! It is the headstone of one of the 
few Catholic priests buried in this cemetery — indeed, you 
are at the grave of the first Parish Priest of this entire 
district when it was set up as an independent parish. There 
he lies, and perhaps no one in the community has thought 
of him for decades. Certainly, his grave shows complete 
neglect. 

Your thoughts are taken to the very meaning of life. 
Here are all these graves. Here lie so many persons who 
came from the hand of God and after a brief span - no 
matter how long the life — went before the judgment of 
their Creator. Come and gone, like the grass in the field! 
No — not just like the grass in the field, because in every 
case a great drama was unfolding with immense stakes 
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involved. The grass comes and goes and at the end of its 
span it has truly gone. But not so for each human being. 
Every day in the life of a human being counts for eternity, 
whether or not that person realizes it. There is one critical 
issue: is virtue growing in his life, and has he seized upon 
the offer of eternal life? To what are we referring here? It 
is this. The drama of human existence, for those granted 
the gift of life, is the acquisition of goodness. Being good 
is the great work of life and it will not come naturally. We 
do indeed have the natural desire to be good, but this must 
be preserved and acted upon in our free choices. We 
instinctively desire to be good, and we instinctively know 
we should be good. We also know that this imperative is 
dependent on how we exercise our power of choice in daily 
life. We must choose to do the good and right thing, and 
avoid doing what is wrong. This is the basic issue in life, 
more basic than the acquisition of the material things we 
see we need. That is to say, the first thing we must do is be 
good in all our practical choices. On this does our 
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happiness and flourishing depend. But this itself also 
depends on our taking with the utmost seriousness the offer 
made to us by God of a share in his own divine life. This 
comes from hearing the word of Jesus Christ and placing 
our faith in him - and he is found and heard in his Church, 
which he founded on the rock of Peter. The life of each 
and every man and woman is meant by God to be a life 
lived in Christ. This dawns on you yet again as you slowly 
make your way from grave to grave in the lonely cemetery 
you are visiting. Person after person you pass by — each 
has come and gone. What has his or her life amounted to? 
Only God knows, of course, but you see once more that the 
life of man attains its true meaning, its fulfilment and its 
ultimate value by being lived in union with Christ. 

Christ, my Lord! I must live in a way that pleases 
you! What does this mean? Our Gospel for today 
(Matthew 22:34-40) makes it very clear. The great 
commandment which God directs to me and to all is that of 
love. I must love the Lord my God with all my heart, with 
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all my soul, with all my mind and with all my strength. 
Secondly, I must love my neighbour as myself. All this is 
to be focused on Christ: he is my Lord and my God, as 
Thomas said to the risen Jesus. He identifies with my 
neighbour, especially my neighbour in need - such that 
what I do to my brother in need, he counts as having been 
done to himself. The one thing I must do in life — for my 
life is short and eternity is long — is grow in Christ-like 
love, by the power of Christ’s grace. So then, now I begin! 
Now, this moment, I shall be up and doing! 
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Saturday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ruth 2:1-3.8-11 ;4:13-17; Psalm 127; 
Matthew 23:1-12 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 
The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ 
seat. So you must obey them and do everything they tell 
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you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practise 
what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on 
men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift 
a finger to move them. Everything they do is done for men 
to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels 
on their garments long; they love the place of honour at 
banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 
they love to be greeted in the market-places and to have 
men call them 'Rabbi’. But you are not to be called 
‘Rabbi ’, for you have only one Master and you are all 
brothers. And do not call anyone on earth father’, for you 
have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be 
called ‘teacher’, for you have one Teacher, the Christ. The 
greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted. (Matthew 23:1 -12) 

The Path to Glory Among the most precious of 
Old Testament passages are those which describe 
theophanies. They describe God’s appearances, and with 
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them come revelations not only of his very existence but of 
his nature and character. We learn from them what the 
Creator and Lord of all is like. For example, the prophet 
Isaiah “saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up; and his train filled the temple. Above him stood the 
seraphim ... and one called to another and said: ‘Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory’” (6:1-3). God appears as a God of transcendent 
glory. Again, there is the dramatic and detailed account at 
the beginning of the book of the prophet Ezechiel, 
describing his first vision of God in the land of the 
Chaldeans, by the river Chebar. “In the thirteenth year ... 
the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God” (1:1). 
The spectacle is then described, and concludes: “Such was 
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord” 
(1:28). The reference to “the glory of the Lord” perceived 
in this first vision is repeated in the description of the 
prophet’s later visions, as in chapter 43: “And behold, the 
glory of the God of Israel came from the east ... and the 
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earth shone with his glory. And the vision I saw was like 
the vision which I had seen (earlier) ... As the glory of the 
Lord entered the temple by the gate facing east, the Spirit 
lifted me up, and brought me into the inner court; and 
behold, the glory of the Lord filled the temple” (43:1-5). 
God’s transcendent splendour is emphasised, a splendour 
to be acknowledged by his people. But now, in the fullness 
of time a greater marvel about the God of glory was 
revealed. It was that this God of the heights and of glory is 
humble. He readily takes — indeed he yearns to take — 
the lowly position. The Son had, as St Paul puts it, the 
“form” (or state, condition, glory) of God. But he did not 
cling to his equality with God but divested himself of that 
glory and became as men are, and lowlier still — even to 
death on a cross. The God of glory who had revealed 
himself in the theophanies described in various passages of 
the Old Testament, humbled himself. Our Lord, the 
Incarnate Son of God, described himself as meek and 
humble of heart. Come to me and learn of me, he said, for 
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such is my heart, and he told his disciples that “he who 
sees me sees the Father.” 

Christ readily went unacknowledged and chose to lack 
the worldly trappings of honour and glory, ending his life 
in an ignominious death. St Paul tells us that because he 
did this, God the Father raised him on high and gave to him 
the glory that had been his from all eternity. This, then, is 
the background to the lesson that our Lord teaches us in 
today’s Gospel (Matthew 23:1-12). “The greatest among 
you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 
All through history we see evidence of man seeking glory 
for himself — military generals, rulers, people of all walks 
of life. The Pharaohs of Egypt, Alexander the Great, 
various Roman Emperors — they sought even to be 
acknowledged as divine. After he conquered Egypt, 
Alexander took time out to visit the Temple of Ammon in 
Siwah (in present-day Libya). He went there to consult the 
god Ammon — Alexander sought to rival Perseus and 



2810 


Hercules, as he was descended, so he came to imagine, 
from both. At the temple he received the answer he 
desired. On the coins that Alexander minted, his face is 
similar to that of Hercules. It is to be remembered that 
Hercules was both son of Zeus and a mortal who became a 
god. Such were some of the delusions of the famed and 
accomplished young Alexander, who suddenly fell ill and 
died. He was proud, as the Book of Maccabees states 
(1:3). Satan's sin was to seek the glory that is due to God. 
As we read in the first pages of Genesis, it was the 
temptation he successfully insinuated to our first parents. 
“You will be like God,” he said to them (Genesis 3:5). 
Christ’s lesson goes clean contrary to all this. Though 
being divine, he did not cling to the glory that was his but 
chose to humble himself even to death. Man seeks glory, 
but glory is attained through the lowliness and humility of 
Christ — the Cross. Let us, through love for Jesus, make 
this our chosen preference in life. If honours come our 
way, then let us strive to be detached from them and 
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attached to the humble Christ. We must work at freeing 
ourselves from self-exaltation, for as our Lord teaches us in 
today’s Gospel, whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and the man who humbles himself will be exalted 
(Matthew 23:1-12). 

Saint Ignatius Loyola in his famous Spiritual 
Exercises invites us to contemplate two great standards. 
They are the standard of Satan and the standard of Christ. 
The one involves the choice of honours and riches. The 
other involves the choice of Christ with humility of heart 
and poverty of spirit. Let us every day choose Christ and 
his Standard. God has shown that it is the path to glory. 
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Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24:l-2a, 15-17, 18b; Psalm 
34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21; Ephesians 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 
25-32, or Ephesians 5:2a, 25-32; John 6:60-69 
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Then many of his disciples who were listening said, 
“This saying is hard; who can accept it?” Since Jesus 
knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said 
to them, “Does this shock you? What if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 
spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The 
words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there 
are some of you who do not believe. ” Jesus knew from the 
beginning the ones who would not believe and the one who 
would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have 
told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 
him by my Father. ” As a result of this, many (of) his 
disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you 
also want to leave? ” Simon Peter answered him, “Master, 
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
We have come to believe and are convinced that you are 
the Holy One of God. ” (John 6:60-69) 
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The Eucharist Our Gospel today tells of how our 
Lord lost many of his disciples. They left him after hearing 
him say that to follow him, indeed in order to have eternal 
life, they would have to eat his flesh and drink his blood. 
They went off saying that this was too much, even though 
coming from him. We can just imagine them going back to 
their families and telling them what our Lord had said, with 
a shake of the head and saying that their following of him 
was now over. Perhaps as a result of what they said to 
others, and the resultant gossip, others too left our Lord. 
At the end of his lengthy announcement our Lord turned to 
the Twelve and asked if they were going too, because there 
was to be no changing of what he had said. Simon Peter 
answered, “Lord, who shall we go to? You have the words 
of eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are the 
holy one of God” (John 6:60-69). That expressed great 
faith in our Lord because Simon Peter had no idea how our 
Lord was going to make his doctrine possible — it was 
only at the Last Supper that he showed them that they 
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would eat his body and drink his blood truly but 
sacramentally. The Eucharist would be the greatest 
exercise of our Lord’s power and would make possible a 
marvellous transformation into him. Yes, the loving power 
of Christ is exercised in a stupendous though hidden way in 
the Eucharist. Ordinary bread and ordinary wine are 
transformed by the power of God into the living risen 
Christ, body and blood, soul and divinity. There is a 
complete change of the bread and wine into Christ’s 
Person. One instant there is bread and wine there, and the 
next instant the Person of Jesus is there in his whole reality 
— the appearances and qualities of bread and wine 
remaining. The fact that God has planned to do things this 
way is worthy of much reflection. Our Lord could have 
entered into union with us in all his risen reality other than 
by having us consume his body and his blood, and doing it 
in this sacramental way. Why take bread and wine, why 
transform it into himself for us to eat? 
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To begin with, bread and wine symbolize and well 
represent the entire fruit of the earth, which God has given 
to man to be his home and his means of livelihood. When 
we see the bread and wine, when we take it to present and 
offer it to God for his transforming action at Mass, we 
present the earth and the world and all within it which he 
has given to us. The change that comes upon that bread 
and wine is an omen and a pledge of the redeeming 
transformation which God plans for the world. The 
Eucharist points to the world to come. But then, while in 
the bread and the wine we think of the world that God has 
given to be our home, we also think of all that God has 
done for us in the story of our redemption. For instance, 
we think of Melchisedech offering bread and wine on 
behalf of Abraham our father in faith. We think of the 
unleavened bread of the Jewish Passover, reminding us of 
the exodus of God’s people out of the land of slavery into 
the promised land. We think of the manna from heaven 
which God gave to his people on their journey through the 
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wilderness. We think of the multiplication of the loaves by 
Christ, pointing to the heavenly bread which is the 
Eucharist. All of this was a prelude to the crowning work 
of God saving man in and through the death and 
resurrection of Christ. The bread and the wine represent all 
that God has bestowed upon us in creation and redemption, 
and it points to its fulfilment. Furthermore, the bread and 
wine, while representing God’s work, represent our work 
too — the work of our own hands, our hopes and dreams in 
life, our efforts, our disappointments and our achievements. 
All this we bring before the Lord at Mass, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit the bread and wine are 
transformed into God the Son made man. The 
transformation of the bread and the wine into the body and 
the blood of Christ makes present the sacrifice of our Lord 
at Calvary. That sacrifice of Christ at Calvary involved a 
passing by him from this present life to his risen life, a 
transformation into glory. God intends each of us to follow 
this very path of transformation into the likeness of Christ, 
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living in him and living by his life. That redeeming 
transformation is begun at our baptism and is nourished by 
the Eucharist, by a devout participation in Mass and by a 
worthy reception of Holy Communion. By consuming 
worthily the body and the blood of Christ we live more 
fully in him. 

The Eucharist is God’s principal means of 
transforming us and the world into something divine, and 
of making Christ all in all. Every time we come to Mass 
let us entrust ourselves to the grace of the Holy Spirit who 
transforms the bread and wine into the Person of the living 
Jesus, asking that he will transform us into the likeness of 
Christ, together with all our daily work and the world in 
which we live. 

Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
1333-1336 (The signs of bread and wine and the new 
meaning given them) 
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Monday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5.8-10; Psalm 149; 
Matthew 23:13-22 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You lock the 
Kingdom of heaven before men. You do not enter 
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yourselves, nor do you allow entrance to those trying to 
enter. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. 
You traverse sea and land to make one convert, and when 
that happens you make him a child of Gehenna twice as 
much as yourselves. “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 
‘If one swears by the temple, it means nothing, but if one 
swears by the gold of the temple, one is obligated. ’ Blind 
fools, which is greater, the gold, or the temple that made 
the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If one swears by the altar, 
it means nothing, but if one swears by the gift on the altar, 
one is obligated. ’ You blind ones, which is greater, the 
gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? One who 
swears by the altar swears by it and all that is upon it; one 
who swears by the temple swears by it and by him who 
dwells in it; one who swears by heaven swears by the 
throne of God and by him who is seated on it. ” (Matthew 
23:13-22) 

Unlock the Kingdom “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites. You lock the Kingdom of 
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heaven before men.” Christ asks that we so live as to 
unlock the Kingdom of heaven not only for ourselves but 
also for others. In the first instance, this entails a life of 
genuine faith on our own part. The Letter to the Hebrews 
refers to the saints of the Old Testament and their lives of 
faith. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and the Judges are 
presented as inspiration for the reader to follow: “Since we 
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside ever weight, and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with perseverance” (11:1-12:1). We read in St 
Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians how he thanks 
God continually for the Thessalonians, because their “faith 
is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for 
one another is increasing” (1:3). Their Christian life was 
“increasing.” That is the first point that we must take note 
of. If we are to attain the goal of holiness to which we are 
called by our baptism, our faith and hope and love must 
never stop “increasing.” We must be ever pressing on to 
attain the goal of the fullness of our life in Christ, in which 
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Christ reigns in our hearts by faith and in love. The 
example of saints and holy persons — that “great cloud of 
witnesses” — has always been regarded by the Church as a 
most important stimulus to a fervent Christian life. St John 
Vianney spent much time reading the lives of the saints. 
He loved the saints. Ignatius Loyola’s conversion to a holy 
and extraordinarily fruitful life could be attributed in 
considerable measure to his reading of the lives of the 
saints during his convalescence after being shot down by a 
French cannon ball. But if we are to take up their mantle, 
we must, as with any worthwhile project, have a 
well-advised plan. We must adhere to a good and proven 
daily plan for the spiritual life which will structure our life 
accordingly. If we want to get rich, we must have a plan 
— so too if we wish to be rich in God. It will involve the 
sacraments, a schedule of prayer and spiritual reading, the 
sanctification of our daily work, adequate spiritual 
direction and doctrinal formation, and the other usual 
elements of such a plan. But then too, we must be 
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constantly beginning again, ever repenting, ever resisting 
mediocrity and half-measures, ever starting afresh with our 
lustrous goals ahead. Repentance is at the heart of spiritual 
growth, and in particular repentance from deliberate venial 
sin. Let us resolve to foster this constant repentance. 

So then, as the First Letter to the Thessalonians puts 
it, may “the Lord make you increase and abound in love to 
one another and to all men, as we do to you, so that he may 
establish your hearts unblameable in holiness” (1 
Thessalonians 3:12-13). That is, as we have said, we must 
be ever “increasing.” There is more, though, to the 
Christian life of the Thessalonians as St Paul describes it. 
There is the witness before others so that they may enter 
the door of life. The Thessalonians were constant and 
faithful under persecution and various troubles. Indeed, 
there are so many troubles and even persecutions that an 
earnest Christian will have to bear in a secular-minded 
world. Consider the Catholic and Christian politician who 
knows that the Church is the pillar of the truth and her 
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teaching is that of the living Christ. There will be many 
controverted issues coming forward in the parliaments of 
the day which, if sanctioned in legislation, will bring 
untold harm. There are the great issues of life and 
bioethics, and many other matters besides. If the Catholic 
and Christian politician is constant and faithful in his 
witness to the evil of various forms of genetic engineering 
that bring harm to the tiny and defenceless embryo, he will 
experience persecutions and troubles. The same applies to 
the Catholic in many situations in the world of work and 
among secular-minded acquaintances. His mission is to 
bear witness before others to the mind of Christ in the 
secular world of business, commerce, money-making, 
recreation and culture. Bearing witness to what God has 
revealed as it comes through his divinely-founded Oracle, 
the Church, will bring troubles upon him — for which he 
will need fortitude. The church of Thessalonika was 
faithful and constant under persecution and troubles. St 
Paul goes on to set forth “the purpose of it”, and why God 



2826 


allows such contradictions and sufferings. It is that “you 
may be found worthy of the kingdom of God; it is for the 
sake of this that you are suffering now.” And so St Paul 
prays that “by his power” — which is his grace — God 
will fulfil all their “desires for goodness” and complete all 
that they “have been doing through faith,” in order “that 
the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and 
you in him”. 

All of this powerfully reminds us of the Gospel today 
(Matthew 23:13-22), in which our Lord warns against 
those who lock the kingdom of God against others who 
could have entered it. “Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples: ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites. You lock the Kingdom of heaven before 
men.’” Let us every day begin again in our quest for an 
unceasing growth in our life in Christ. Let us be ready to 
bear with faith and constancy any troubles that come our 
way in bearing witness to Christ and his teaching. Let us 
pray that God by his grace will bring to fruition both our 
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desires for goodness and the work he has given us to do for 
the world around us. Thus, by the aid of divine grace, will 
we unlock the kingdom of heaven both for ourselves, and 
for others. 


Vb»©«dv 





2828 


Tuesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Psalm 139:1-3, 
4-6; Matthew 23:23-26 

Jesus said, Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices 
— mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more 
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important matters of the law — justice, mercy and 
faithfulness. You should have practised the latter, without 
neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a 
gnat but swallow a camel. Woe to you, teachers of the law 
and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of 
the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self- 
indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the 
cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 
(Matthew 23:23-26) 

Change Perhaps the most striking thing about the 
human condition, and indeed the condition of the entire 
universe, is that it changes. It just will not stay the same, 
not for one minute. There are many other things that 
impress themselves on the one contemplating the world — 
the impact of one thing on another, the variety and 
ascending nature of things, their remarkable order, their 
transience — but change is almost overwhelming. The 
whole of life has to be ordered in view of it. The infant 
will change, as will the youth, as will everything in the 
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world. This fact of change and the ever-present thought of 
it has been the inspiration for the development of 
civilizations and religions. Indeed, the phenomenon of 
change was at the origins of Western philosophy — let us 
consider this, as an example of the mind of man responding 
to the evident fact of change. Western Philosophy began 
in the Greek cities of western Asia Minor with Thales of 
Miletus, who was active around 585 B.C. He left us with 
his conclusion that “all is water.” Among his most noted 
students was Anaximenes of Miletus who decided that “all 
is air”. Of course, this could not satisfy deeper thinkers 
elsewhere who began to contrast the real truth which the 
mind sees, and the illusory truth which appears to the 
senses. The single known work of Parmenides (515-450 
B.C.) is a poem, On Nature, which has survived only in 
fragmentary form. In part of the poem he explains how 
“what-is”, is one — that is, existence is timeless and 
necessary. Change, he therefore decided, is impossible — 
man’s intellect shows us that the verdict of common sense 
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and our senses is mistaken. These and related responses to 
the fact of change strongly influenced the whole of 
Western philosophy, and led to Aristotle’s flat 
contradiction of Parmenides and all such systems. 
Aristotle proposed his simple, profound and famous thesis 
that the things of our experience (which we can know by 
reflecting on what is apprehended by the senses) consist of 
two principles, act and potency. This later formed the basis 
of St Thomas Aquinas’s metaphysical system. The point, 
though, is that Western philosophical thought arose in large 
measure because of the phenomenon of change. This 
phenomenon bears down on all men and women, and, as 
alluded to earlier, has inspired much of religion. Man 
knows he has changed, that he will change, that he is 
vulnerable to his core, and so he seeks the aid of the 
powers above. Most especially, he knows he can change 
for the worse — not merely physically but morally. 

Man is ever at the crossroads of change for the better 
or for the worse. It is especially obvious to him that he can 
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change for the better or for the worse in his physical life: 
he can suddenly get sick and die, or suddenly be killed. 
But if he has his wits about him, he will know that he can 
change for the better or for the worse morally. In this 
deeper sense he can gradually deteriorate terribly, and by 
his own volition. He can fail to observe the moral law 
which his own conscience presents to him. Alternatively, 
he can strive to change (that is, develop and grow) in the 
direction of moral goodness. Just as there are physical 
requirements or laws which must be obeyed (he must eat 
and sleep and exercise), so he must obey moral 
requirements that impose themselves on his free choice. 
The moral law is an imperative, and it intimates a 
reckoning to come. This is the deeper drama of change 
which man is necessarily caught up in and which he cannot 
avoid. He will change for the better or the worse by his 
moral choices, and there will be lasting consequences of 
whatever change is effected by his choices. This ethical 
realm also has received much attention in philosophical 
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thought. But much more significantly and to the purpose, 
it has been the great meeting point between God and man. 
God has intervened to instruct man about what he must do 
and the changes which he, the Lord of all, intends for man 
if he chooses to obey him. God, who has created and 
sustained a world that changes, plans big changes for man 
if he will but freely let him and choose accordingly. All of 
this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 23:23-26). In 
it our Lord attacks the superficiality of the teachers of the 
law and Pharisees. They are focused on external changes, 
indeed on external appearances. They are not aiming for 
the substantial change of heart in life which God wishes to 
see. “You hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices — 
mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law — justice, mercy and 
faithfulness.” They are changing the outside of their life in 
order to appear admirable before men, and are neglecting 
to change the inside: “you hypocrites! You clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed 
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and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside 
of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be 
clean.” The highest, the greatest, the most important 
change to be made in the universe is the change that is 
required in the heart of man. He has to become good. 

The wonderful good news is that God has revealed 
himself so that we may know his plan to make this 
surpassingly possible, beyond our dreams. He has become 
one of us. He has atoned for our sins innumerable, and has 
bestowed on the Church the gift of the Divine Spirit. With 
this Gift given to us in faith and baptism, our heart can be 
changed after the likeness of God’s own heart, if we but 
co-operate. The greatest thing about man and the world is 
indeed change, but what is especially significant is the 
supernatural change intended by God by means of union 
with Jesus Christ. Let us resolve to live in him, for this 
sets us on the path to being saints. How wondrous a 
change! 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Psalm 138; 

Matthew 23:27-32 

Jesus said, Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside 
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are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. In 
the same way, on the outside you appear to people as 
righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness. Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the 
prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And 
you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we 
would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood 
of the prophets. ’ So you testify against yourselves that you 
are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 
Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers! 
(Matthew 23:27-32) 

Work In St Paul’s Second Letter to the 

Thessalonians a stern command is given. “In the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we urge you, brothers, to keep away 
from any brother who refuses to work or to live according 
to the tradition we passed on to you” (3:6). The emphasis 
in this passage is on the very serious obligation to work, 
and so serious is this duty that St Paul reminds his readers 
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that “we gave you a rule when we were with you: not to let 
anyone have any food if he refused to do any work” (3:10). 
Ronald Knox, in his translation renders it thus: “the man 
who refuses to work must be left to starve.” St Paul writes 
these words “in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” (3;6). 
So he is speaking with the mind of Christ. To be at our 
work, therefore, is very much part and parcel of the 
Christian life and to refuse to work is not to live according 
to the Christian “tradition”. The refusal to work includes, 
of course, the refusal to work well. Working well, then, is 
part and parcel of following in the footsteps of the Lord 
and imitating his way of life. We think of the years at 
Nazareth during which our Lord worked at his profession 
of carpenter-builder with Joseph his foster-father. We 
think of him helping lovingly and assiduously in the work 
at home with his mother Mary and his foster-father. Much 
of the building in the city of nearby Zephoris was going on 
during our Lord’s years at Nazareth. He and Joseph would 
have regularly, and for certain periods, perhaps even daily, 
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gone together for work at the bustling and cosmopolitan 
Zephoris. Our Lord’s years of hidden work with Joseph 
and Mary is a beautiful thought. Once his public ministry 
commenced, his rhythm of work continued in earnest, with 
tremendous energy being expended in proclaiming the 
Good News of the Kingdom. Christ was a man of great, 
constant and holy work. We are called to be like him in his 
work and every day to be busy about our work in life. St 
Paul’s words make it clear that we cannot be united to our 
Lord, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, if we refuse 
to work, and strive to work well. 

Of course, “work” has a broad meaning and the sick 
person in his bed has a very important “work” to do. His 
work is that of suffering in union with the suffering Christ, 
whose supreme work was to suffer and to die on the cross. 
I once saw a documentary on a woman whose whole life 
had been spent in an iron lung. She was attended to by 
others all her days. The cameraman interviewed her at one 
point when she was being taken out for a drive in a 
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specially designed vehicle for the purpose. He asked her 
whether she ever felt sorry about her condition and 
depressed with herself. She said no — never. Her 
philosophy, she explained, was that whatever one’s 
circumstances, one had to make the best of it. This was a 
natural perception of hers, and was an instance of true 
human wisdom, a wisdom in full accord with that 
supernatural wisdom which is the gift of God. One must 
make the best of one’s life and circumstances. That is all 
that one can do, that is all that one is expected to do, and 
that is the very best thing one should do. It is what that 
utterly disabled woman always tried to do. Therefore, that 
was her “work” in life, and she was making a very good 
job of it and inspiring many people who were helping her. 
Let us think of the enthusiasm and dedication of Christ for 
the work his Father had given him to do. We ought try to 
acquire that Christ-like dedication and enthusiasm for our 
work, striving to do it with excellence, perseverance and in 
union with him who sustains us. That is to say, we must 
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strive to sanctify our work in life, and our work of each 
day. We must strive to work in union with Jesus the 
Worker, who himself worked constantly in union with his 
heavenly Father — who himself, our Lord tells us, is 
always at work (John 5:17). Our mission in life is to work 
in collaboration with Jesus, and doing our work in union 
with him in such a way that it will be something holy and 
worthy of being offered to the Father. What our Lord saw 
in the Pharisees, and condemned by him in our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 23:27-32), is the antithesis of this 
goal of human living: to work well with, for and union with 
God. This they did not do. 

If we sanctify our work, we will be sanctified in the 
process, and others too will be sanctified. Work is a key 
element in the life, development and redemption of man. 
Work as sanctified by union with God and Christ is the 
path to individual, social, national and international 
development, and it is the path to our final homeland. Let 



2842 


us resolve to make a good job of it with Christ before us as 
our model and our Love. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; Psalm 89; 

Matthew 24:42-51 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Stay awake! For you do 
not know on which day your Lord will come. Be sure of 
this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night 
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when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also must 
be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come. “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent 
servant, whom the master has put in charge of his 
household to distribute to them their food at the proper 
time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on his 
arrival finds doing so. Amen, I say to you, he will put him 
in charge of all his property. But if that wicked servant 
says to himself, My master is long delayed, ’ and begins to 
beat his fellow servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, 
the servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and 
at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and 
assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth. ” (Matthew 24:42-59) 

Stay Awake! In a column of Companions (Winter 
2006, p.2), the Provincial Superior of the Australian Jesuits 
wrote that “Ignatius tells us how important are memory and 
gratitude”. He meant that Saint Ignatius stressed gratitude 
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for blessings remembered. There is no doubt that gratitude 
is most important in the spiritual life of the Christian — 
and to appreciate this we just have to advert to the fact that 
the Mass is called the “Eucharist,” which means a 
thanksgiving. The Letters of St Paul are full of prayers of 
thanksgiving, especially for the calling to holiness in 
Christ. Early in the first Letter to the Corinthians there is a 
typical instance. He writes that “I never stop thanking God 
for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 1:4-7). They are called to be holy: St Paul 
sends “greetings to the church of God in Corinth, to the 
holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their 
place among all the saints everywhere who pray to our 
Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no less than ours” 
(1:2). The Holy Spirit is reminding us who read St Paul’s 
words that by our baptism and membership in the Church 
we share in the holiness of Christ. In being made members 
of Christ, in belonging now to the Lord, we share already 
in his holiness. Lor this reason, St Paul refers to “the holy 
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people” of Corinth and to “the saints everywhere”. That is 
our situation unless we forego it by serious sin. We are in 
Jesus Christ, we are in the state of grace, and so St Paul 
would refer to us as “the saints”, or those who are in Christ 
who is the Holy One. There is nothing more important for 
the human condition than this, and this must be ever in our 
memory, prompting us ever to be grateful. Whatever may 
happen to us in life, if we are in the state of grace, if we are 
in Christ Jesus, if we are “among the saints everywhere 
who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ”, all will be well. As St 
Thomas More put it, though I lose my head I shall come to 
no harm. As St Ignatius of Loyola would ask of us, let us 
ground ourselves in the memory of this, and be filled with 
gratitude for it. Grace is God’s free gift, but the question 
is, how to advance in this state of grace? 

We advance by staying awake, by being vigilant in 
the things of God. St Paul trusts that Christ will keep his 
readers “steady and without blame until the last day” (1 
Corinthians 1:8). His confidence lies in the fact that “God 



2847 


by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ, and 
God is faithful” (1:9). God is faithful in his offer of grace, 
so what must we do? This brings us to our Gospel passage 
today (Matthew 24:42-51) in which Our Lord tells us that 
we must “stay awake.” We must be alert for his coming 
“because you do not know the day when your master is 
coming.” Our Lord narrates the parable of the servant 
whom the master placed over his household to look after 
everyone and everything while he is away. There two 
kinds of servants. There is the one whom the master finds 
diligently at his work when he returns, and there is the 
other servant, the dishonest one, who neglects his charge 
and spends his time enjoying himself in a cruel ruination of 
his responsibilities. He is caught guilty and unprepared 
when the master suddenly returns. His punishment will be 
severe and final. So then, gratitude for the gift must show 
itself in the responsible and faithful use of the gift. We 
must be vigilant and constantly at work in our God-given 
responsibilities, ever ready should the master come — at 
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our death or whenever. But of course the master comes not 
only at death, which for each individual is the definitive 
coming which seals everything at the personal level. He 
comes with his calls and his grace numerous times each 
day. These daily comings are the key opportunities to 
grow in the grace of the Christian life. They are the pivotal 
opportunities for doing good and growing in holiness. Our 
eternity will depend on our response to these daily comings 
of Christ in actual grace. Let us resolve to respond to the 
comings of the Lord in grace each day such that were that 
day to be our last and our Judgment immediately to follow, 
we would be prepared. And why could today, indeed this 
very moment, not be our last? Let us not rest secure in 
mere medical tests and reports, valuable as they are. Let 
our trust lie in our merciful Father, who is, though, our all¬ 
holy Judge. 

Each day, let us remember our calling to be holy in 
Christ Jesus, with a share in the holiness of God. We are 
called to be counted among “the saints.” Therefore we 
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must persevere and grow in the life of Christ, with 
perfection in the life of grace as our goal. If this is to be 
achieved, we must resolve to be constantly faithful to the 
grace given to us each day. Let us put it to good use by the 
assiduous fulfilment of our work in life — understood in 
the broadest terms. As John Henry Newman put it in one 
of his sermons, if we are faithful to the light given us, more 
will be given. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Psalm 97:1 and 
2b, 5-6, 10-12; Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The Kingdom of 
heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
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foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking 
their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought 
flasks of oil with their lamps. Since the bridegroom was 
long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At 
midnight, there was a cry, ‘ Behold, the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out. ’ 
But the wise ones replied, ‘No, for there may not be enough 
for us and you. Go instead to the merchants and buy some 
for yourselves. ’ While they went off to buy it, the 
bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the 
wedding feast with him. Then the door was locked. 
Afterwards the other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, 
open the door for us! ’ But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to 
you, I do not know you. ’ Therefore, stay awake, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour. ” (Matthew 25:1-13) 

The Wise and the Foolish By any standards, the 
ancients produced examples of outstanding philosophical 
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reflection that we may expect will continue to be a 
principal resource for human thought, possibly till the end 
of time. Consider Socrates, or Plato, or Aristotle. The 
works of Plato were of great assistance to Christian 
thought, as in Augustine, Anselm and Bonaventure, for the 
first thousand years of the Christian era. Consider the 
metaphysics of Aristotle and, for instance, his 
considerations on human happiness and virtue. Those of 
Aristotle’s works that survived had an important impact on 
Islamic thought in the early and high Middle Ages. 
Reaching Europe, they were taken up by the great 
scholastics especially St Albert the Great, St Thomas 
Aquinas, the Franciscan Blessed John Duns Scotus, and 
through them were absorbed into the Church's use during 
the second millennium. Yet for all of Aristotle’s capacity 
and achievements, how limited was his understanding of 
man’s profoundly sinful situation and of the personal 
character of the all-holy God. His insight that there must 
have existed a First Cause that is pure actuality and that is 
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self-contemplative thought, has certainly been highly 
useful. The First Cause imparted movement to the 
universe, especially by being desirable. But the God of 
Aristotle is scarcely one to inspire devotion and religion. 
Mere human philosophy did not understand how hopeless 
was the sinful predicament of man. It knew very little 
really of sin and of a personal and holy God, let alone, of 
course, of how the true God would redeem man from his 
sin, the wages of which were total death. God’s revelation 
revealed, as St Paul tells us (1 Corinthians 1:17-25) the 
“foolishness of human wisdom” and the need for a far 
greater light. So much, we might say, for “the Greeks.” 
What of “the Jews”? The Jews looked not to human 
wisdom but to the miraculous power of God to achieve the 
promised kingdom. As far as it went, this was excellent. 
God’s saving power would manifest itself again, like the 
great Exodus where God overthrew Israel’s enemies, or 
perhaps like the overthrow of the prophets of Baal by 
Elijah after the failure of their sacrifice, and after the 
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miraculous acceptance of his own. At the coming of the 
Messiah, God would show himself victorious in great 
deeds. John the Baptist, it seems, had a touch of these 
expectations, and certainly our Lord’s own disciples did. 

But in the event, God’s revelation and power was 
revealed in “a crucified Christ”, an obstacle to the Jews, 
and to the Greeks it was madness. There is now a great 
light in the world, and that light is none other than the light 
of Christ. Our Lord told his disciples that the man who 
follows him walks in the light, and the one who does not, 
walks in the darkness. I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, he said. His claim is an absolute one. Jesus Christ is 
supreme — and he said he was supreme. No-one comes to 
the Father except through me, he stated. I am the 
resurrection and the life. I am the Light of the world. To 
the extent that human thought shares in Christ’s light (by 
the power of the Holy Spirit present in the Church, and 
hovering over the waters of the nations), it lives in the 
Light. So then, the Lamp we must carry day by day and 
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which we must keep burning is that of Christ. Christ’s 
faithful have the mission to bring this Light to a 
secular-minded world. We who are Christ’s faithful must 
keep that lamp lit, and this is one clear message from our 
Lord’s parable in today’s Gospel (Matthew 25:1-13). 
There are two kinds of persons among the throng of 
Christ’s disciples. They all profess to be Christian in a 
general sense, and so can be considered to be carrying the 
Lamp while they go to meet the Bridegroom. But some are 
foolish, others are sensible. “The foolish ones did take 
their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible 
ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps.” And so, of 
course, when the Bridegroom suddenly arrived, the foolish 
ones were found to be without lighted lamps because they 
had no oil. Our Lord’s message is: “Stay awake, because 
you do not know either the day or the hour” (Matthew 
25:1-13). This means that we must keep the flame of faith 
alive in our hearts, as we are exhorted to do in the rite of 
Baptism. We must take the means of living a constantly 
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growing spiritual life. The ever-present danger is that of 
mediocrity and gradual neglect of “the oil” of the lamp. 
We must be careful about our daily prayer, putting real and 
prime time into prayer. We must engage with some regular 
spiritual reading. We simply must approach the 
Sacraments, which are our principal encounters with the 
Person of Christ and the means of receiving his grace. We 
must deepen our understanding of the Church’s doctrine. 
We must sanctify our daily work. We ought gain regular 
spiritual direction and use the other means of maintaining a 
lively faith. 

Let us appreciate that God’s revelation utterly 
transcends human wisdom and the best of human 
religiosity. As St Paul writes, “the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.” Rather, Christ is “the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness 
of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than human strength” (1 Corinthians 1:17- 
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25). Let us resolve to make it the light of every aspect of 
our lives, ensuring by our own careful spiritual practice 
that it never ceases to light up our way to our heavenly 
homeland. For this, we must “stay awake, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour” (Matthew 25:13). 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4: 9-11; Psalm 97; 

Matthew 25:14-30 


Jesus told his disciples this parable: A man going on 
a journey called his servants and entrusted his property to 
them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two 
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talents, and to another one talent, each according to his 
ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had 
received the five talents went at once and put his money to 
work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two 
talents gained two more. But the man who had received 
the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master's money. After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man 
who had received the five talents brought the other five. 
‘Master, ’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, 
I have gained five more. ’ His master replied, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 
and share your master's happiness! ’ The man with the two 
talents also came. ‘Master, ’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 
with two talents; see, I have gained two more. ’ His master 
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master's happiness!’ 
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Then the man who had received the one talent came. 
‘Master, ’ he said, T knew that you are a hard man, 
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where 
you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what 
belongs to you. ’ His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy 
servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown 
and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, 
you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, 
so that when I returned I would have received it back with 
interest. Take the talent from him and give it to the one 
who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does 
not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And 
throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ’ 
(Matthew 25:14-30) 

Only One Talent Many years ago when I visited 
Jerusalem for the first time, I was sitting in the area called 
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the “Ecce Homo,” where Christ is traditionally considered 
to have been scourged. It is situated within a Catholic 
pilgrim hostel within the Old City. I began a brief 
conversation with a person who was not a Catholic and 
who was from Switzerland. I asked him what he did for a 
living, and he said with a great gleam in his eyes, “Oh! I 
am only a tailor, but I am a member of Jesus Christ!” It 
was a memorable answer and I am sure I shall always 
remember it. He understood very clearly that his true 
worth and true riches lay not in his status nor in the 
apparent prominence of any personal achievements, but in 
his being incorporated into Christ Jesus. In belonging to 
Christ, he had been granted a status greater than anything 
else to which he could aspire. Though “only a tailor,” he 
was “a member of Jesus Christ.” It is this very point that 
St Paul stresses in his first Letter to the Corinthians (1 
Corinthians 1:26-31). He reminds his readers that very few 
of them were regarded as eminent in society at the time of 
their calling to follow Christ. They were not among those 
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reputed to be “wise”, “influential” or “noble”. But of 
course, what are all these measures of importance in the 
sight of God? For “those whom the world thinks common 
and contemptible are the ones that God has chosen”. We 
remember how our Lord, passing by a publican’s booth, 
called the publican to follow him — which he did 
immediately. He was Matthew, the author of the Gospel: a 
despised publican! The boast of Christians is that of being 
made “members of Christ Jesus” and that he, Christ, “has 
become our wisdom, and our virtue, and our holiness, and 
our freedom”. The riches and the hope of the Christian lie 
in the Person of Jesus, in whom by baptism, the Christian 
lives. For the one who thinks that this world is all that 
there is, this seems foolish, a phantom, ephemeral. But the 
Christian knows that the unseen risen Christ is the ultimate 
Reality, the One in whom all things came to be and exist. 
To be in him is to be planted on the true Rock and to live 
by the true Life. That non-Catholic Swiss tailor understood 
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this very well. Let us pray for the grace to understand it 
well ourselves. 

But it is not enough simply to be in Christ by the gift 
and the power of God, for that gift is a great responsibility. 
It is both a gift and a task. Granted the gift, we are faced 
with an awesome responsibility. This is what the Lord 
himself is at pains to stress to his disciples in our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 25:14-30). Our Lord’s parable 
tells of the master who in setting out on his journey 
entrusts his property to his servants. That “property” is, as 
we know, a share in the life of Christ, a share in the 
heavenly blessings that come from being in him, and the 
blessings and responsibilities derived from being in the 
world which was created for the glory of God. “To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to a third one, each in 
proportion to his ability. Then he set out” (Matthew 25:14- 
30). Immediately the one who had been given the most set 
to work to extend his master’s property, as did the next 
who had been given two talents. But the one who had been 
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given least did nothing with it but hide it in the ground. 
The parable seems to be mainly about that third servant, 
the little man, the ordinary person who had been a modest 
talent. It is the man who is “only a tailor”, the one who 
cannot be regarded as eminent in the sight of others, the 
one whom St Paul would have counted among the 
Corinthians to whom he was writing. That is to say, the 
parable is especially addressed to Everyman, to the 
common person, to the so-called “nobody” — to those who 
make up the vast bulk of Christ’s faithful and the human 
race. The special danger that they must beware of is that of 
doing nothing with, firstly, the Faith they have been 
blessed with, and secondly with the temporal blessings that 
are theirs. Our Lord tells them that they too will be held to 
account for the task they have been given of living 
according to the Truth of Christ and of bearing witness to it 
in their everyday life. They must work to bring all to 
heaven, and to make of the world and mankind that 
inhabits it, a worthy manifestation of the glory of God. 
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The fact is that the evangelization of the world depends 
enormously on the daily witness and Christian life of 
Everyman, the little “nobody,” because the world is 
overwhelmingly made up of the ordinary Everyman. 

The Church which Christ founded would seem to 
include many who are ordinary and who are doing very 
little with the grace and the talent they have been given by 
the Holy Spirit. Hence the undying relevance of our 
Lord’s parable today. If all of Christ’s faithful, no matter 
how limited be “the one talent” given to them by the 
master, were to rise to a consistent witness to the risen 
Christ and his message for man, how great would be the 
sleeping giant thus roused! Let us resolve to take up the 
work given to us each day. No matter how small might be 
the theatre of our daily life, no matter how modest our 
abilities, our importance in the redemption of the world is 
very real. So, now I begin! 
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Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8; Psalm 15:2-5; 
James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law 
who had come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus and 
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saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were 
unclean, that is, unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the 
Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial 
washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. When they 
come from the market-place they do not eat unless they 
wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the 
washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) So the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law asked Jesus, Why don’t your 
disciples live according to the tradition of the elders 
instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands? He 
replied, Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 
hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honour me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship 
me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men. ’ 
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding 
on to the traditions of men. Again Jesus called the crowd 
to him and said, Listen to me, everyone, and understand 
this. Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by 
going into him. For from within, out of men’s hearts, come 
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evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance 
and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a man 
‘unclean’. (Mark 7:1-8, 14-15,21-23) 

Out of the Heart In Australia, the issue of 

legislation permitting embryonic stem cell research came 
to a head in August 2006. Stem cell research involved 
extracting stem cells from the minuscule human embryo — 
of course, at the cost of its physical integrity and even life. 
It was hypothesized that the stem cell from the human 
embryo could be of immense therapeutic value for great 
numbers of sufferers. This possibility had not yet been 
scientifically established (because not legislated for), but a 
loud chorus of scientists were clamouring for the necessary 
permission. A few years before in the United States, the 
embryonic stem cell research activists had acquired some 
star supporters: the wheel-chair bound Christopher Reeve 
who had featured in the Superman series of movies, and 
the actor Michael Fox. In Australia, the matter came 
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before the Federal Parliament, and the Prime Minister of 
the day announced that members of his (Coalition) party 
would be free to vote according to their “personal 
conscience.” They would not be bound by a party 
directive. It brought into sharp relief the issue of the so- 
called personal conscience in Western culture, not only for 
the conduct of one’s own life, but for the course of society 
at large. Nearly five hundred years before, Martin Luther 
when formally asked to revoke his teaching which had 
been condemned by the Church, replied that his conscience 
dictated otherwise. “I cannot revoke anything,” he said, 
“nor do I wish to; since to go against one’s conscience is 
neither safe nor right: here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.” 
On the basis of the dictate of his conscience he set his face 
against the Church’s authority and precipitated the 
Protestant Reformation which led to the break-up of 
Christendom. The sincere personal judgment of the 
individual was now the final arbiter of what is objectively 
true and of what is the practical course to follow. This 
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private judgment was deemed to be indicative of the voice 
of God — and the criterion was, if it were sincerely held. 
The flourishing of these principles has contributed to the 
emergence of a Western culture marked by relativism, in 
which certain areas of morality, and even the being of God 
and his revealed Law, are considered to be no more than 
subjective, even if sincere, personal opinions. The “truth” 
to be followed and legalized, then, can only be that which 
is in accord with the sincere opinion of the majority. 
Objective moral and religious truth is rendered a phantom. 

That is to say, what tends to be regarded as of decisive 
value for the “conscience” is not an absolute value such as 
the sanctity of life in the tiny human embryo, but other 
factors such as what can be demonstrated empirically to be 
useful and of advantage to the greatest number. 
Legislating for absolute truths and values is therefore 
deemed impossible, for there is no consensus on this. 
What is practicable, however, is utility — which, of 
course, means the utility or happiness for the majority. 
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Apart from the abandonment of sacred absolutes (such as 
the right to life) that this entails, it is overlooked that what 
seems now to be useful and advantageous may turn out to 
be mistaken and profoundly inconvenient — because of the 
present paucity of facts. On July 12, 2012, the Lozier 
Institute in the United States released a report which found 
that in respect to the therapeutic value of stem cells, the 
benefits of embryonic stem cell research have proved 
meagre. By contrast, the empirical benefits from adult 
stem cell research, which involves no harm whatever to a 
human embryo, have flourished. We are thus brought to 
the issue of the conscience: of making choices according to 
objective principle and not merely according to utility and 
apparent advantage. In our Gospel today, St Mark tells us 
that “the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come 
from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus and they noticed that 
some of his disciples were eating with unclean hands”. So 
they asked our Lord “Why do your disciples not respect the 
tradition of the elders but eat their food with unclean 
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hands?” (Mark 7:1-8). They were insisting that our Lord 
and his disciples respect the authority of the elders and 
govern their behaviour accordingly. The issue was, then, 
which authority was to govern the conscience of God’s 
people? Of course, the discussion about conscience in our 
day is very different from that presented in our Gospel 
passage. But it does remind us of the importance of the 
entire issue, and of how truth is not determined ultimately 
by “a conscience vote”, which is to say by a mere majority 
opinion. As with the Pharisees and the scribes, one’s 
personal and strongly-felt judgment can be very mistaken. 
Moreover, a judgment “according to one’s conscience” 
may simply mean a judgment that is “strongly felt” — 
whatever be the real motive. Any strongly felt opinion 
may be in error. It may be blind and immensely harmful, 
as we see in the case of, say, a conscientious Islamic 
terrorist. The erroneous conscience may be culpable too. 

In our Gospel passage today (Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21- 
23), our Lord in reply to the Pharisees not only points out 
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how mistaken they are, but he calls them “hypocrites”. 
They presented themselves as standing conscientiously for 
what was right, while in their hearts they were sinfully 
duplicitous. They did not sincerely seek the truth but, 
rather, their own way. Whatever be the difference between 
the mistaken and culpable conscience in our Lord’s day 
and that of our own, our Lord’s words make it very clear 
that the conscience of man is to be governed entirely by the 
law of God. Man must conscientiously seek to know the 
law of God and shape his conscience and behaviour 
accordingly. He must not just “sincerely” work out his 
own view independently of God and perhaps in some 
defiance of him and of the sacred Institution he has 
established to teach in his name — the Church. Let us take 
up our mission to bear witness to God and his Revelation, 
as well as to his Church which makes clear how God’s 
Law ought shape the conscience of each individual and of 
society. 



2874 


Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.1776-1794 (The moral conscience) 
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Monday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Psalm 96:1 
and 3-5, 11-13; Luke 4:16-30 

Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and 
went according to his custom into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
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passage where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant 
and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked 
intently at him. He said to them, “Today this Scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing. ” And all spoke highly 
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came 
from his mouth. They also asked, “Is this not the son of 
Joseph?” He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this 
proverb, ‘ Physician, cure yourself, ’ and say, ‘Do here in 
your native place the things that we heard were done in 
Capernaum. ’ ” And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no 
prophet is accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell 
you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah 
when the sky was closed for three and a half years and a 
severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none 



2877 


of these that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in 
Zarephath in the land of Sidon. Again, there were many 
lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet 
not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 
Syrian. ” When the people in the synagogue heard this, 
they were all filled with fury. They rose up, drove him out 
of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which 
their town had been built, to hurl him down headlong. But 
he passed through the midst of them and went away. (Luke 
4 : 16 - 30 ) 

Divine Power God is the Lord of heaven and 
earth. He constituted man to be the steward, under him, of 
the earth. When God set his steward on this earth he gave 
him various powers. Those powers were to enable him to 
fill the earth and to work towards governing it according to 
the divine law. He was to eat of the fruit of all the trees in 
the Garden, with the exception of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. He is not to act as if he knows and 
decides for himself what is right and wrong, independently 
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of his Creator. The exercise of his God-given dominion 
ought lead him to acknowledge the greatness of the One on 
whom he depends and from whom he has received 
everything. But the history of man from the very 
beginning shows that he tends to use his powers to glorify 
not God, but himself. In our efforts to reach our goals we 
tend to rely on ourselves. We choose our own goals, we 
choose our own means to attain them, and we regard our 
achievements as the fruit of our own efforts and power, 
alone. That is to say, we tend to succumb to the original 
temptation to want to be like gods, not dependent on nor 
subject to anything higher. This was the temptation of our 
first parents and we see it operating throughout the history 
of man. St Paul states that in his proclamation of the 
Gospel, he came to them not relying on any power of his 
own, not presenting to them a “show of oratory or 
philosophy”, but simply to tell them “what God had 
guaranteed” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5). That is to say, he came 
to announce what almighty God had done and promised to 
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do. He came to speak of the plan and the power of God. 
The Revelation which the Apostles and the Church down 
the ages have handed on has been a revelation of God and 
his power. As St Paul writes, our faith “does not depend 
on human philosophy but on the power of God.” It is for 
good reason then, that we begin our recital of the Creed by 
proclaiming that we believe in one God, the Father 
almighty. While it is the power of God that man, in his 
various religions, thinks of first when he thinks of God, the 
Christian knows from divine revelation that this power is 
almighty, infinite. Further, as St Thomas Aquinas writes, 
in the acts of his almighty power God reveals his mercy. 

In our Gospel today (Luke 4:16-30), Saint Luke tells 
us of the return to Nazareth of our Lord after having begun 
his public ministry. He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read, opened 
the Scriptures and began reading the prophecy of Isaiah 
about the future Messiah who would bring the Lord’s time 
of favour. This was happening right now, our Lord told his 
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townspeople (Luke 4:16-30). The upshot was that our 
Lord and his message were rejected and, indeed, his own 
life was put at risk. He quietly escaped and left his home 
town, going on to the rest of Galilee and Judea to preach 
the Good News of the Kingdom, to heal, to raise the dead, 
and to form his disciples for the commencement of the 
Church. Our Lord in his ministry displayed the power of 
God, not only in his miracles, but in his intrepid ministry, 
his absolutely authoritative teaching, his unassailable 
sanctity. He was described in the preaching of the infant 
Church as powerful in the teaching and in the miracles and 
in the signs that he worked. Nevertheless he, the Messiah, 
was crucified. His divine power ended - rather, it was 
displayed - in his ignominious crucifixion. Indeed, St Paul 
tells the Corinthians that he came to them telling them 
simply about Jesus and “only about him as the crucified 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5). This was because, 
astonishingly, it was precisely in the crucifixion that the 
power of God was most at work. The proclamation of a 
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crucified Messiah was above all the proclamation of the 
power of God at work for the redemption of the world. 
When in the Creed the Christian professes his faith in God 
the Father almighty, his Creed goes on to proclaim that the 
greatest evidence of this almighty power is the Incarnation 
and the Death and Resurrection of his divine Son, and the 
founding of his Church. Christ prayed in the Garden that 
the Father would take the cup away from him, but no. Our 
Lord’s Passion was to be the greatest of all manifestations 
of the power of God, at work for the sake of fallen 
humanity. The Letter to the Hebrews tells us that during 
the Passion of Christ, the Holy Spirit was especially active 
— it was by the power of the Holy Spirit that Christ 
offered himself to the Father (9:14). The power of God 
was displayed in the ignominy of Golgotha, the Hill of the 
Skull. 

In a world which tends markedly to rely on its own 
“power,” the Christian has a special mission to bear 
witness to the almighty power of God which, in its acts, 
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reveals his unlimited mercy. The true power of man is 
manifested in his faith in Jesus Christ, in his combat with 
sin, and in his assiduous and obedient following of Jesus 
Christ — even through the path of suffering and ignominy. 
As with Jesus Christ, so with the Christian, the Cross is the 
manifestation of the power and mercy of God. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11; Psalm 27:1, 
4, 13-14; Luke 4:31-37 

Then Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town in 
Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 
They were amazed at his teaching, because his message 
had authority. In the synagogue there was a man 
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possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the 
top of his voice, Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are — the Holy One of God! Be quiet! Jesus said sternly. 
Come out of him! Then the demon threw the man down 
before them all and came out without injuring him. All the 
people were amazed and said to each other, What is this 
teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil 
spirits and they come out! And the news about him spread 
throughout the surrounding area. (Luke 4:31-37) 

Holiness and Sin Years ago it was difficult for the 
lay student (with no plans for the ordained ministry) to 
study the religions of mankind at tertiary level in Australia. 
There was no school of Studies in Religion at, say, Sydney 
University (though there was the post-graduate Bachelor of 
Divinity, mainly for prospective Protestant clergymen), nor 
in numbers of other universities. Now this discipline has 
come into its own in secular institutes of learning. At 
Secondary School level there is a thriving Religious 



2885 


Studies subject at Higher School Certificate level and its 
equivalent in various states, which was not thought of 
decades before. There are many faculties of religious 
studies at secular universities. This is not to speak of 
offerings in Catholic universities and various other kinds of 
tertiary institutes that grant degrees in disciplines related to 
theology. If a lay person has the talent, he can aspire to 
make a career of the academic study and teaching of 
Religion. It used to be thought that Religion could not be 
considered an objective study of reality — Religion was 
deemed to be, from start to finish, a mere personal and 
subjective persuasion. It is now understood that the study 
and teaching of Religion does involve the examination of 
objective reality, although there is a new relativism in it 
now. “Studies in Religion” is not, generally, the attempt to 
get at the truth of the matter (as in Philosophy), but only to 
understand what religious people or societies happen to 
think and do. It is not the attempt to get at what we should 
think, but at what we happen to think. Be that as it may, 
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one of the many advantages of this new situation from the 
point of view of one interested in Christianity is that the 
distinctive character of the Christian religion can be studied 
within the context of many other religions. Its character 
can thus be more easily appreciated. All understand (from 
the very name) that the Christian religion centres around 
Jesus Christ. But, granted this, what does the Christian 
religion offer which is especially distinctive? Such a 
question cannot be answered in a single line. Our Gospel 
passage today features the desperate words of the demon 
whom our Lord is casting out of the possessed man. In his 
childish bravado, he attempts to dominate the situation by 
exposing the secret of the One who is wielding such power. 
The demon, himself full of sin, strikes at a distinctive 
feature of Christ: “I know who you are: the Holy One of 
God” (Luke 4:31-37). Do we know, does modern society 
know, who Jesus Christ is? 

Christ silences the demon, but that demon has indeed 
grasped a distinguishing feature of the One who is 
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exercising such spiritual strength. Christ is the Holy One 
of God, recalling to our minds the common and prominent 
title of God himself in the Old Testament. God was the 
Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 40:25). He, the Holy One who 
chose and summoned his people to live in a covenant with 
him, required of them holiness of life: “Be holy, for I am 
holy!” (Leviticus 20:26). Revealed religion calls sinful 
man to holiness, for God who reveals himself is holy. 
Christ the Holy One embodied in himself the fullness of 
the godhead and therefore all of divine holiness. He came 
to represent and transform sinful man before God his 
Father, the Holy One. The Christian religion is a divine 
Revelation and its purpose is the salvation of man from sin 
and his transformation into an adopted child of God. The 
encounter between Christ and the demon illustrates this. 
The divine agenda is holiness for man, and it stems directly 
from the all-holy character of God himself. To understand 
Christ and the religion he founded, then, one must have an 
appreciation of his holiness and our sin. Without any sense 
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of our sin, Christ will seem irrelevant — and for so many 
he does seem irrelevant, except when they notice that his 
followers perform useful humanitarian services. The 
danger before man is that while he may have a vague sense 
of remorse or regret for past or present faults and failures, 
it may seldom amount to a sense of sin. For there to be a 
sense of sin, some sense of God and his holiness is 
necessary. This the conscience of man is capable of 
prompting, but his conscience usually requires some help, 
and in any case it can so easily be snuffed out or ignored. 
The grace of God offers this help, helping him grow in a 
sense of sin and in a sense of the holiness of God. While 
the great world religions represent man’s implicit and 
explicit search for God, this does not necessarily mean that 
they represent man’s search for a holy God who will save 
from sin. Buddhism does not appear to be inspired by this 
special search. Islam includes Al-Quddu-s (Most Holy, 
Most Pure) among the ninety-nine names of God, but it 
does not have the all-holy God redeeming man from his 
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inherited and overwhelming sin. The point I mean to stress 
here is that a very distinctive feature of revealed religion is 
its teaching on the holy character of the infinite God. God 
is all-holy, and man is deeply sinful. This is at the heart of 
revealed religion. 

The holiness of God is a holy love, and the Spirit of 
God which is the gift of Christ is the Spirit of holy love, a 
love supremely manifest in the Crucified One who atones 
for the sin of the world. The sinful demon being cast out in 
our Gospel today knew that Christ was the Holy One of 
God. In his miserable way (without in any way 
acknowledging sin), the demon reflected the words of the 
holy John the Baptist who said of Christ that he was the 
Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. 
Let us ask the Holy Spirit for a sense of the evil of sin and 
for a sense of our being afflicted with this very evil. 
Revealed religion proclaims that God the Holy One has 
come to save us from sin and to make us holy. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:1-8; Psalm 52:10, 11; 
Luke 4:38-44 

Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of 
Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a 
high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. So he bent 
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over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up 
at once and began to wait on them. When the sun was 
setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various 
kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he 
healed them. Moreover, demons came out of many people, 
shouting, You are the Son of God! But he rebuked them 
and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he 
was the Christ. At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary 
place. The people were looking for him and when they 
came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving 
them. But he said, I must preach the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is 
why I was sent. And he kept on preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea. (Luke 4:38-44) 

On Mission Many understand that the practice of 
religion includes being faithful to daily prayer, being 
careful in personal morality, keeping the principal 
commandments of God and in general being upright in 
public and private life. This is good, but there is a further 
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dimension to it. One thinks of the young man who came to 
our Lord and was able to tell him that he had kept God’s 
commandments from his earliest days. What was our 
Lord’s response? Our Lord asked him to leave all and to 
follow him. The young man refused, attached as he was to 
his possessions. Our Lord was inviting this good young 
man to leave everything and join him as his loving 
follower. Now, what exactly was it that our Lord was 
inviting the young man to do together with him (for the 
young man was to follow him)? That question embraces a 
prior question — What was our Lord himself doing? Our 
Lord was going everywhere preaching the Kingdom of 
God : “The people were looking for him and when they 
came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving 
them. But he said, I must preach the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is 
why I was sent. And he kept on preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea” (Luke 4:38-44). In this reply, our 
Lord made one point very clear, which was that “this is 
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what I was sent to do”. He was sent to the House of Israel 
to announce the Kingdom that had arrived in him and 
which would be established here on earth in him. That is 
to say, it was of the essence of Christ’s ministry to 
proclaim to the House of Israel the Kingdom of God which 
was present in him, which would be established by his 
death and resurrection, and which comes to everyone who 
believes in him and who lives in him. Our Lord had come 
to fulfil a mission, and to believe in him and to follow him 
meant sharing in that mission. Our Lord spent much of his 
time in his public ministry training his apostles and 
disciples precisely to participate in this mission. The 
Church which he was establishing was to be one which 
shared in his mission, and just before he ascended into 
heaven he charged his disciples to go to the whole world 
and fulfil the mission which was to make disciples of the 
nations. What this means is that being on mission is of the 
essence of Christ’s own life, and also of the essence of the 
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life and identity of the Church and of each and all of us, 
Christ's faithful. 

The form of this apostolic life will vary among the 
disciples of Christ. The hidden Carmelite nun is called to 
live an apostolic life by praying constantly for the Church 
on mission. For example, St Therese of Lisieux, 19 th 
century Carmelite nun hidden away in an obscure French 
monastery, is now a patroness of the foreign missions. As 
the Church has been insisting not only since the Second 
Vatican Council last century but well before, and indeed 
from its very beginnings, it is of the essence of the 
Christian life to be apostolic. The Christian, the one who 
lives in Christ by Baptism and Confirmation, is called to be 
Christ’s envoy to the secular world around him and 
beyond. This is part of the essence of his Christian life and 
of his love for the Master. And so, to return to the initial 
observation, while many recognize a practice of religion 
that is faithful in daily prayer, careful with personal 
morality, one that keeps the commandments of God and in 
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general is upright in public and private life, this may lack 
an apostolic spirit. If it does lack an apostolic spirit, then an 
essential component of the Catholic and Christian life is 
missing. And missing it is, in the lives of many devout 
members of Christ’s faithful. Many do not, in their 
professional life, in their family life, nor among their 
friends, nor in their own parish, exercise anything like an 
active apostolate. They are doing little that is concrete to 
bring the knowledge and the love of Christ to others. They 
leave that duty entirely to others — and while many others 
do this admirably, many do not. Consider how great would 
be the impact on the world if the entire body of the 
Church’s lay faithful were exercising this apostolate of 
bringing Christ to the world! This they could do by the 
witness of a good and industrious life, together with the 
witness of their explicit reference to Christ, to his message 
and to the Church’s teaching whenever this is possible in 
their daily life. The entire body of the Church is called to 
be apostolic and missionary in everyday life. How do great 
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movements grow? They grow by means of the personal 
influence exercised by individuals. Communism in Russia 
began with the efforts of individuals: Marx and Engels in 
England, followed by others in Europe, and specifically 
Lenin and his knot of restless and tireless activists. They 
were filled with a vision, and they traversed great distances 
as a result. 

Jesus Christ means his followers, united to himself 
who is present unseen in their midst, and aided by his 
divine Spirit, to be aiming without rest for the 
transformation of the world by means of union with him. 
Let us take up the command of Christ addressed to his 
disciples as he was about to return to his Father, that they 
go to the whole world and make disciples of all nations. 
This we must find ways of doing — in a manner 
appropriate to our vocation. It is the calling of all of 
Christ’s faithful. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are 
good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:9-14, Psalm 98:2-6; 

Luke 5:1-11 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of 
Gennesaret, with the people crowding round him and 
listening to the word of God, he saw at the water’s edge 



2899 


Two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing 
their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging 
to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, Put out 
into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch. Simon 
answered, Master, we've worked hard all night and haven’t 
caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down 
the nets. When they had done so, they caught such a large 
number of fish that their nets began to break. So they 
signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that 
they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at 
Jesus ’ knees and said, Go away from me, Lord; I am a 
sinful man! For he and all his companions were 
astonished at the catch offish they had taken, and so were 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, Don’t be afraid; from now on 
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you will catch men. So they pulled their boats up on shore, 
left everything and followed him. (Luke 5:1-11) 

The Mission In our Gospel passage today we are 
presented with an early dialogue of the utmost significance 
between Christ and Simon Peter. It is possible that Luke 
(the companion of Paul), writing years later, and with the 
ministry of Simon as the divinely-appointed rock of the 
infant Church well known, chose to throw special light on 
the beginnings of Simon’s relationship with Christ. That 
relationship illustrates important features of Christ’s 
relationship with the entire Church and with each of her 
members. Let us notice that the scene opens with Christ by 
the lake and “with the crowd pressing around him listening 
to the word of God.” Christ is on mission, and preaching 
the word of God — and he himself is that Word. But 
Christ chooses not to stand alone, by himself and apart. 
That is to say, catching “sight of two boats close to the 
bank”, he “got into one of the boats — it was Simon’s ... 
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat” 
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(Luke 5:1-11). Of course, Christ’s stepping into Simon’s 
boat had the immediately practical purpose of having a 
little more space between him and the crowds. Still, it is 
surely likely that in presenting this scene to the readers of 
the early Church, St Luke was seeing it as a picture of the 
fundamental reality that is at work in the midst of the 
teaching and preaching Church, the rock of which was 
Simon. In the midst of the Church, of which Luke himself 
was such an active part, there is the Person of Jesus Christ. 
He is the Church’s great protagonist and fundamental 
reality, the One who is speaking within the Church that 
preaches and teaches in his name. It was thus at the 
beginning, when Simon was called by Christ to fish for 
men. It is Christ who teaches from the boat which is the 
Church, and that boat is the one which contains Simon. 
From that boat comes the word of God to “the crowd” 
which is mankind. Let us imagine ourselves present with 
Christ in the company of Simon — but now in our own 
day. The Simon of our day is the Pope of our day, and the 
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boat is the Church, the helmsman of which is Peter’s 
Successor. Within that boat stands Christ, though unseen. 
All of us are to listen to the words which come from the 
mouth of the Lord. Now, though, the unseen yet ever¬ 
present Christ speaks by the mouth of Simon, his Rock and 
visible Vicar. 

In our Gospel scene, Christ gives his teaching to the 
crowds. Then he turns to Simon in order to open up before 
him the mission with which he will be entrusted. “Put out 
into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.” Those 
words must have remained with Simon all his life, and 
through the inspired text of Luke, they will remain with the 
Church as the challenge ever before her, till the end of 
time. Were Simon to have acted alone, and were we to act 
alone, we all would be incapable of making the catch 
which Christ intends for us, even though we might work 
“all night long.” But with the power of Christ and ever 
obedient to his word, a great catch can be made — and 
here we might think of the early Church beyond the years 
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of St Luke’s writing. Cardinal John Henry Newman, now 
beatified, used to maintain that a principal point that can be 
made in defence of the divine origin and constitution of the 
Church is the victory of the Church during the first few 
centuries of persecution. The great Cardinal long wished 
to write a history of the early Church bringing out this very 
point. Despite extraordinarily humble beginnings — such 
as in our Gospel scene today — and numerous ruthless 
persecutions, the Church grew and grew by making catch 
after catch beyond number. Eventually, we read in the 
Gospel scene, “such a huge number of fish were hauled in 
that the nets began to tear”. Within a little over three 
centuries of this humble scene, the Roman Empire was 
proclaimed officially to be Christian. As it turned out in 
the long run, that union of the civil and religious was by no 
means an unmixed blessing. However, it was one 
manifestation of the divine power at work in the apostolic 
efforts of Simon and his companion disciples, and in the 
Church Christ had founded on them. Divine grace 
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accompanies the saving work of the Church, and this 
should give courage to all of us as we take up Christ’s call 
every day to make disciples of all the nations. Trusting in 
Christ, let us cast out into the deep of each day’s work and 
of the world of each day that God gives us to serve him. If 
we act with faith in his power, we may be surprised. 

However, there is a fundamental thing to be 
remembered by all of Christ’s faithful. We are indeed 
privileged to have received a share in this mission to be 
fishers of men. But we must constantly remember that we 
are sinners, and must ever be repenting. “When Simon 
Peter” — and let us notice that St Luke at this point gives 
to Simon his title of Peter, the Rock — “saw this he fell at 
the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man’.” Christ is the Holy One of God who takes away the 
sin of the world. Let us strive to live in Christ and in his 
grace, humbly acknowledging our sinfulness, asking his 
pardon, and in faith ever striving to bring others into union 
with Christ as well. 
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Friday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:15-20; Psalm 100:lb-5; 
Luke 5:33-39 

They said to Jesus, John’s disciples often fast and 
pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go 
on eating and drinking. Jesus answered, Can you make the 
guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? But 
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the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from 
them; in those days they will fast. He told them this 
parable: No-one tears a patch from a new garment and 
sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new 
garment, and the patch from the new will not match the 
old. And no-one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he 
does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run 
out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must 
be poured into new wineskins. And no-one after drinking 
old wine wants the new, for he says, ‘The old is better. ’ 
(Luke 5:33-39) 

New Patch, New Wine One of the areas of study of 
the life, thought, work and legacy of Mahomet is that of his 
context. Mohammed, ‘the Praised One’, the prophet and 
founder of Islam, was born at Mecca in about A.D. 570. 
Arabia was then rent by tribal factions. The tribe of 
Quarish, to which Mohammed belonged, had established 
itself near Mecca, which was the main religious and 
commercial centre of Arabia. This tribe had become the 
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guardians of the sacred Kaaba, within the town of Mecca 
— then visited in annual pilgrimage by the Arabs with their 
offerings and tributes. Because of this tribal pre-eminence, 
in the event it was possible for Mohammed to develop his 
religious reform and his political campaign. His 
remarkable achievement was, obviously, to have conquered 
Arabia and fused the disparate Arabian tribes into one 
nation, with one religion, code, and sanctuary. More 
fundamentally, he proposed and imposed his new religion: 
that of Allah. There was no god but Allah — and 
Mahomet was his messenger, a religion issuing from his 
perceived call from the Angel Gabriel during his fortieth 
year (A.D. 612). Of course, the Christian (and I suppose 
the Jew) cannot but think that his interpretation of the 
profound religious experiences which he had was 
influenced by his partial understanding of the Judaeo- 
Christian Scriptures and tenets. What was the origin of his 
monotheism? I do not think it was merely some kind of 
development from his religious background and context. It 
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involved an insight that was a gift from God, though 
influenced by his contact with Judaeo-Christian elements. 
It was a mercy to the polytheistic tribes of Arabia. But — 
speaking from the Christian perspective and with sincere 
respect to Islam — it got out of hand, naturally contained 
many errors, and became an opponent of the Revealed 
Religion of Abraham and Moses, and then of the new 
dispensation of Jesus Christ the Incarnate Son of God. 
Mahomet chose to situate his religion within the inspired 
tradition of Abraham and the Prophets, and indeed, to 
regard himself and his message as its climax. But, as Islam 
would understand, this cannot be accepted by the Jew or 
the Christian. Islam is regarded by the Christian as not part 
of the Revealed Religion of Abraham, Moses and the 
Prophets, though influenced by it. The Christian knows 
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the final Word that has 
come to man. Nor, however, is Islam to be understood as a 
development from the Arabian polytheism of Mahomet’s 
time. In essence it was a new religious phenomenon, and 
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basically a great blessing as it introduced a clear-cut 
monotheism into Arabia, superseding the various imagined 
gods of the tribes. 

I cite Mahomet and Islam as an example of a new 
religion. In the precise sense of newness, it had a parallel 
in the divine call to Abraham, and the Revealed Religion 
that was involved in that call. Islam was new as a religious 
phenomenon. There have been other new religions — that 
of Buddha and Zoroaster, for example. Nor is it altogether 
unusual for founders and their disciples to borrow from 
other religious traditions, knowingly or otherwise. 
Scholars discover elements of Mesopotamian and Egyptian 
religious culture in Old Testament passages, especially in 
the Torah. All of this brings us to our Gospel passage 
today, and to my real point. Our Lord refers to himself as 
the Bridegroom. It is an immediate evocation of a 
hallowed term used by the prophets, speaking on God’s 
behalf, to describe God himself. As the prophet Hosea 
said, God was the Husband of his people — an inspired 
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analogy which Islam would never tolerate. The point here, 
though, is that Jesus Christ is to be situated deeply within 
the patriarchal and prophetic tradition of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Moses, Samuel, David and the Prophets. Christ was 
at pains to show that he was the fulfilment precisely of 
what had been predicted long before. He could not be 
understood outside of his prophetical context, nor as 
anything other than a divinely-intended fulfilment of the 
Revelation originally granted to the Patriarchs long before. 
“Abraham rejoiced to see my Day,” he said to his 
implacable critics, “he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56). 
The Gospel of St Matthew is replete with indications of the 
fulfilment of the prophecies in the Person of Jesus Christ. 
One of the notable features of the Gospel accounts of the 
Resurrection is Christ’s proving to his disciples that in his 
Death and Resurrection he had fulfilled the Scriptures. 
However, this being granted, a remarkable newness is to be 
seen precisely in the fulfilment represented and constituted 
by the Person of Jesus Christ. A transcendently new step is 
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taken in the gathering crescendo of divine Revelation, 
when Jesus Christ is born and appears on the scene. The 
Kingdom of God, long expected, fulfils the Scriptures but 
does so in a new, glorious and unexpected way. The sin of 
mankind is atoned for, and the blessing of becoming 
children of God is offered. The law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (John 
1:17). So extraordinary is the fulfilment that it could be 
seen as something very new. The religion of Jesus Christ 
is the old, while being the new. 

There is now a new garment and a new wineskin. 
Jesus Christ was not merely a new patch on the old 
garment. The old garment was transformed in and by him. 
Nor was he, nor what he came to give, the same old 
wineskin. New wine was being poured into a new 
wineskin. The old would not do, for “the new wine will 
burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will 
be ruined. No, new wine must be poured into new 
wineskins. And no-one after drinking old wine wants the 
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new, for he says, ‘The old is better’” (Luke 5: 33-39). 
“Salvation is from the Jews” (John 6:22). Still, Jesus 
Christ — the fulfilment of the Scriptures — is the new 
Blessing from on high which is offered to “all the families 
of the earth” (Genesis 12:3). In this Blessing is to be found 
every heavenly blessing, and it is the mission of Christ’s 
disciples to bring that Blessing to all. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:21-23; Psalm 53; 

Luke 6:1-5 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, 
and his disciples began to pick some ears of corn, rub them 
in their hands and eat the grain. Some of the Pharisees 
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asked, Why are you doing what is unlawful on the 
Sabbath ? Jesus answered them, Have you never read what 
David did when he and his companions were hungry? He 
entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated 
bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he 
also gave some to his companions. Then Jesus said to 
them, The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. (Luke 6:1-5) 

He is Lord Our text from Luke today has its direct 
parallels in Mark 2:25 and Matthew 12:3. May I observe 
in passing that some may think there is a discrepancy 
between Mark’s account of this event and what we read in 
1 Samuel 21:1-2. We read in 1 Samuel that Ahimelech 
(and not Abiatha, his father) gave David the showbread. 
Also, in the passage of Samuel David appears alone. But 
these differences are but apparent - our Lord in Mark’s 
Gospel refers only to the days of Abiatha, and David’s 
companions may be taken as only somewhere in David’s 
company. But let us remain with our passage from Luke 
and focus on the allusions to our Lord’s person and titles 
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— and an introductory discussion of the Pharisees may 
help us to appreciate them. Our Lord is attacked by “some 
of the Pharisees” — it is not said in the Gospels that all of 
the Pharisee party were hostile to our Lord. Nicodemus 
was a secret disciple, and at a certain point in his Gospel St 
John refers to many of the leaders being secret believers — 
secret for fear of the Jews (John 12:42). Many Pharisees 
became members of the early Church, as we read in the 
Acts of the Apostles (15:5). While this is so, today’s scene 
represents elements of the future cleavage between 
Judaism and Christianity. It is accepted that the dominant 
religious current in the flourishing of the Jewish religion 
after the sack of Jerusalem in 70 AD was the Pharisaical 
party. In other words, within classic revealed religion two 
divergent streams appeared as from Jesus Christ and the 
sack of the Temple in 70 AD, which he predicted. There 
was the Christian religion on the one hand, and the Jewish 
religion headed by the Pharisees on the other. As has been 
said, some Pharisees believed in Jesus Christ during his 
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public ministry, and many came to believe in him after his 
resurrection — the most notable of whom was Saul of 
Tarsus. The Christian religion went on to endure 
persecution from the dominant Pharisaism and the Roman 
Empire. From the Pharisaic perspective the crisis being 
faced hinged on the person of Jesus and his claims. As one 
Jewish tourist guide said during a walking tour of which I 
was part in Jerusalem, Jesus of Nazareth has had an 
incredible influence. Indeed so, because he is the incarnate 
God. He and his claims are unique. 

So it is that the hostility of the Pharisees today (Luke 
6:1-5) reminds us of Christ’s claims, for which he endured 
persecution during his public ministry and for which he 
went to his death. To begin with, when attacked in our 
scene today, our Lord immediately alludes to the example 
of King David. Our Lord seems to be placing himself at 
that level — he is not merely the son of David (which all 
knew) but is himself another David. David when hungry 
entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated 
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bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he 
also gave some to his companions. Jesus’ disciples were 
hungry too, and began to pick some ears of corn, rub them 
in their hands and eat the grain. Christ, as a second David, 
gave them permission to do this. But he is more than 
David - he is “Lord”, for The Son of Man is Lord of the 
Sabbath. We are reminded of Christ’s repeated reference 
to the verse of the psalm (110:1): The Lord said to my 
Lord, sit at my right hand till I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet (Matt. 22:44). Christ asks, if the 
Messiah is David’s son, how can he be his Lord ? There is 
a veiled intimation of his divinity, which is clearly implied 
in his claim to be Lord of the Sabbath, for only God can be 
Lord of the Sabbath. These are startling assertions — no 
prophet had claimed to be another David, indeed greater 
than David. He is Lord of the very Sabbath, stated openly 
to the Pharisees whose special focus in religious zeal was 
the Sabbath observance. His being Lord of the Sabbath 
points to his claim to be the very Lord — and Thomas 
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would acknowledge this before the risen Jesus. But there 
is more in our text of today, for our Lord refers to himself 
as the Son of Man - the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. 
This is a very common expression on the lips of Jesus 
Christ and is used in conversation with his disciples and 
enemies alike. This fact must be taken as significant. 
While the term Son of Man has the connotation of one 
sharing in the humanity of all others (as in Ezechiel, 
addressed as “son of man”), it must mean more than this. 
The allusion is to Daniel’s vision (7:13-14). With the 
clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he 
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 
And to him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, 
and all peoples, nations and languages should serve him. ” 

Here, then, was another David, David’s predicted 
successor, the one who would occupy his throne forever. 
Greater far than David, Jesus is the Messiah and Lord. He 
is the glorious Son of Man to whom universal sovereignty 
has been granted and he will at the end hand all back to 
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God his Father, who will be all in all. He is the Lord of the 
Sabbath — indeed, he is Lord of all lords, and King of all 
kings. Those Pharisees who chose to oppose him did not 
know him because they had allowed their hearts to be 
blinded. Let us dwell on our simple scene today of Christ 
and his disciples passing through the cornfield, and of 
Christ asserting his universal authority over all things, 
including the most sacred elements of revealed religion. 
He is Lord. 
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Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146:7-10; 

James 2:1-5; Mark7:31-37 

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through 
Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the 
Decapolis. There some people brought to him a man who 
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was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to 
place his hand on the man. After he took him aside, away 
from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. 
Then he spat and touched the man's tongue. He looked up 
to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, Ephphatha! 
(which means, Be opened!) At this, the man’s ears were 
opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak 
plainly. Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the 
more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. People 
were overwhelmed with amazement. He has done 
everything well, they said. He even makes the deaf hear 
and the mute speak. (Mark 7:31-37) 

Being Apostolic There are many things that could 
be said about our Gospel passage today. An interesting 
feature of the event was that our Lord took aside the deaf 
man who also had an impediment in his speech. It was 
there, when away from the crowd, that he proceeded to 
cure him. Further, our Lord ordered the cured man himself 
that he not tell others about it (Mark 7:31-37). This, one 
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presumes, was because he did not want his true mission to 
be misunderstood and lost sight of because of what those 
witnessing his cures would say. Very many were 
perceiving our Lord as simply a worker of miraculous 
cures. That was virtually the only use that many had for 
him. But despite our Lord’s explicit instructions which 
would not have been given had they not been important, 
the man now cured went off and did precisely what our 
Lord had forbidden him to do: “the more they kept talking 
about it.” Doubtless, this thoughtless disobedience 
impeded our Lord’s true mission, just as, for instance, the 
agitation to make him king would have impeded his true 
work. The essential thing which our Lord was summoning 
the people to do was to place their faith in his Person and 
in his word. His word and his preaching was about the 
promised kingship of God which had arrived in him and 
which was soon to be established. His work was to atone 
for the sin of the world, to make available to all who would 
come to him the forgiveness of their sins, and to confer on 
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each the gift of his holiness through bestowing the Divine 
Spirit, the Spirit of the Father and the Son. The pivotal act 
in this great redemptive project was his death and 
resurrection. For all these divine blessings, to be made 
available through his Church, people had to approach him 
in faith. But people were interested in things of temporal 
benefit that he was doing for them, but which he was doing 
only as signs of much greater things he had come to do. 
They wanted more of his feeding the crowds, his curing of 
the sick and his raising of the dead. This is what they 
spoke about when speaking of him. But when he told them 
of something immensely important such as the doctrine of 
the holy Eucharist, telling them that they would have to eat 
his body and drink his blood and so gain life eternal, he 
was rejected by many even of his very disciples. In our 
Gospel today, our Lord forbids the cured man to speak of 
the miracle. It prompts us to consider the kind of witness 
to Jesus that we ought give. 
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We remember how Christ stated before Pontius Pilate 
that for this he was bom and came into the world, to bear 
witness to the truth. The “truth” was essentially the tmth 
about him and his redemptive mission. He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. Bearing witness to the truth is bearing 
witness to Jesus himself. He called to himself his Apostles 
to join him in this great work of bearing witness to the 
divinely-revealed truth about himself, for faith in him, as 
he repeatedly taught, is what brings life to the world. His 
disciples were to go to the whole world and, by their words 
and their lives, make disciples of all the nations. Our 
whole bearing, our entire life, and all that we say ought 
bear witness to the truth, which is to say the Way, the Truth 
and the Life which is the Person of Jesus Christ. As we 
think of our Lord prohibiting (fruitlessly) the cured man 
from speaking of him misleadingly and in a way that 
obscured the truth, let us resolve to bear witness to the truth 
just as Christ did. We are called to speak of the truth 
which Christ proclaimed, and which, by our baptism and 
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membership in his Church, he charges us with bringing to 
others. This we do at home within our family, gently and 
respectfully, yet with the greatest firmness when need be. 
We do this in our work environment, and this can involve 
tremendous difficulty when others scorn and ridicule 
aspects of the Catholic and Christian faith. We do it 
among our friends, our acquaintances and daily contacts 
whenever the opportunity is favourable or required of us. 
We do it in our community by our courtesy and 
friendliness, and by taking every suitable moment in our 
dealings with others to speak discreetly and with effect of 
the truth and the cause of God. We participate in various 
opportunities that present themselves to us of exercising a 
social and political influence on behalf of the truth that is 
Christ and his revelation, as present in his Church. The 
main point is that we must understand that the work of 
bearing witness to Jesus and to his revelation as transmitted 
to us by the Church, is an absolutely essential aspect of our 
Christian life. The perennial situation is that all too few of 
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Christ’s faithful take up the work, the daily work, of being 
apostolic. So it is that all too few attain a true knowledge 
of what God has revealed. This is because most Christians 
and, indeed, most Catholics, do not go to Church to hear 
the word of God. So it has to be brought to those of their 
daily colleagues who do. 

As we think of our Lord granting speech and hearing 
to the man brought to him, let us consider our use of the 
speech and the hearing that has been granted to us. It has 
been given to us to use in such a way that Christ will be 
glorified. As we think of that man, now cured, being 
instructed by our Lord not to broadcast word of him that 
for many would have been misleading and a mere 
distraction from the real mission of Jesus Christ, let us 
resolve to commit ourselves to a true, effective and daily 
witness to Christ and his body the Church. Let us resolve 
to interact with our neighbour in such a way that every day 
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of man and our God, will be 
honoured and glorified. 
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Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2464-2474 (To Bear Witness to the Truth) 
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Monday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:24-2:3; Psalm 62:6-7, 9; 
Luke 6:6-11 

On another Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue 
and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand 
was shrivelled. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched 
him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. But 
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Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man 
with the shrivelled hand, Get up and stand in front of 
everyone. So he got up and stood there. Then Jesus said 
to them, I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do 
good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it? He looked 
round at them all, and then said to the man, Stretch out 
your hand. He did so, and his hand was completely 
restored. But they were furious and began to discuss with 
one another what they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:6-11) 

Seeing Jesus There is a detail in our Gospel 
passage on which we could profitably ponder. Jesus is in 
the synagogue, teaching. Luke tells us that the “scribes and 
the Pharisees watched him closely.” All in the synagogue 
were watching the speaker, but the verb Luke uses of the 
scribes and Pharisees (pareteento ) conveys the idea of 
watching closely, especially with sinister intent — as in, 
say, looking sideways out of the comer of one’s eye. Luke 
immediately explains: they were watching to see if he 
would heal on the Sabbath day, and so have a reason to 
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condemn him. They were looking on the Son of God made 
man with hostility. In his Sermon on the Mount, our Lord 
said, Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see 
(< opsontai) God. The scribes and Pharisees were not “clean 
of heart” and could not “see” Jesus for who he was. They 
saw in him but a rival. Years before, the three Magi from 
the East arrived in Jerusalem saying that they had "seen" 
(i eidomen ) the star of the new-born King of the Jews. They 
had come to see and worship him (Matthew 2:1-3). Herod 
the Great was troubled, as was all Jerusalem with him. He 
told the wise men to inform him when they found the 
infant King at Bethlehem so that he too could go and adore 
him. Herod wanted to see the Child, but only to do away 
with him. The scribes and Pharisees were watching Jesus, 
but only to do away with him. So there are different ways 
in which the Son of God is “seen.” At the beginning of his 
public ministry, Jesus was “seen” by the Baptist. We read 
in the Gospel of St John that “the next day John sees 
(i blepei ) Jesus coming towards him” and his attitude is one 
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of profound regard and humble praise. He said, “Behold 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
John looks on Jesus and sees in him the Redeemer of the 
world. By contrast, Herod Antipas, hearing of Jesus, said, 
“John I have beheaded ... And he sought to see ( idein) 
Jesus” (Luke 9:9). He did see Jesus during the Passion. 
We read that “Herod seeing ( idoon ) Jesus, greatly rejoiced” 
(Luke 23:8). But Christ would not speak to him. These 
various people saw Jesus, but with profoundly different 
attitudes. 

The goal of life is to see God. Our joy will be to see 
him forever in heaven, and the most terrible punishment of 
hell will be to be denied this sight forever. We are made to 
yearn to see God. Now, God is Jesus, just as truly as God 
is the Father and as he is the Holy Spirit. So our life's goal 
is to see and be with Jesus. But as the Gospels show, we 
must yearn to see Jesus with a pure heart, a heart that is 
striving to love him with our whole being. It is a 
profanation to look on Jesus as did the scribes and 
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Pharisees, or as did Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the 
Great who also desired to see Jesus. It is a profanation and 
a sacrilege. There is yet another instance when the people 
looked on Jesus. Pilate brought Jesus out and there he 
stood, crowned with thorns, wearing the purple robe of 
mockery. Pilate said: “Behold ( idou ) the man!” The chief 
priests and attendants looked on him and clamoured for his 
crucifixion (John 19:5). Again, when he was dying on the 
cross, Luke tells us that “the people stood beholding 
(i theooroon ). And also the rulers scoffed him” (Luke 
23:35). There are all kinds of ways man looks upon God, 
and God in becoming man allowed himself to be looked 
upon hostilely, and with sinful intent. We must look on 
Jesus as did John the Baptist, with profound humility and 
recognition. We read in the account of the first 
resurrection appearance of Jesus — to Mary Magdalene — 
that “she sees ( theoorei ) Jesus standing, but did not know it 
was him” (John 20:14). Her heart was full of love, and 
Jesus immediately revealed himself to her: “Mary!” he 
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said. Later in the morning, the risen Jesus quietly joined 
two of the disciples as they walked sorrowfully on their 
way to the village of Emmaus. Arriving at the village, they 
went inside, Jesus included. As he sat at table, “their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him” (Luke 24:31). 
They recognized him because of their faith and love. Their 
sight was true sight. But now, there is a higher sight than 
physical sight. It is the sight of faith. Thomas saw the 
risen Jesus and believed. Our Lord said to him, “Because 
you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet believe” (John 20:29). 

All our life we ought be aiming finally to see Jesus. 
We see him in our hearts by faith, and this contemplation 
of him in faith must be nourished by daily prayer, spiritual 
reading, the devout reception of the Sacraments, and a life 
of faithful Christian living. Our joy will be to see Jesus 
and to be with him forever in heaven. To see Jesus is to 
see the living God, for as he said, to see me is to see the 
Father. No one comes to the Father except through me. If 
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we believe in Jesus, if we hope in him, if we love him, if 
we obey and serve him, we shall see him by faith in this 
life, and see him face to face forever in heaven. Wonderful 
prospect! Joy forever! 


Second reflection: (Luke 6:6-11) 

Christ and Sin Many things about God are taught 
to us in the Scriptures, for the Scriptures are the inspired 
word of God himself. His revelation was precisely to 
reveal himself and his plan for drawing us into his 
friendship. But while it is about God, it is also a revelation 
about us, about our nature, our condition and our prospects. 
One of the very important things that Sacred Scripture and 
the entire revelation of God reveals about man is that he is 
afflicted with sin. A great deal of information about sin is 
accessible to ordinary human reason and reflection, but if 
we were left simply to our own devices and resources, a 
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great proportion of mankind would (and does) scarcely 
advert to the presence and seriousness of sin. So Scripture 
teaches us about sin, about the sin that afflicts us and all 
mankind, and how serious it is. It is above all the Person 
of Christ who reveals sin to us. He reveals it in his 
teaching, and he reveals it by his passion and death because 
it was sin — that is, our sin as well as the sin of those who 
put him to death — which put him on the Cross. As we 
look on the Crucified Christ we ought say, this is what sin 
does. 


Our Lord’s public ministry, too, contains much that 
reveals to us the nature and the seriousness of sin. Our 
Gospel passage today is a case in point. Our Lord was 
teaching on the Sabbath and there were the scribes and 
Pharisees watching him hostilely to see if he would cure 
the man with the ruined hand. They hoped to have him in 
their power if he did. Our Lord was perfectly aware of 
their hidden hostility, and he proceeded to challenge them 
by calling the afflicted man forward. He then asked them 
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to tell him if it was lawful to do good on the Sabbath day or 
to do evil (Luke 6:6-11). He was inviting them to come 
out into the open and debate with him on a point of divine 
law and be open to the truth that would be immediately 
apparent. But of course they refused to take that risk and 
remained silent, and so at a word our Lord serenely 
proceeded to heal the man before the eyes of all. What was 
the reaction of the scribes and Pharisees to this manifest 
evidence of the presence and action of Almighty God? 
Their reaction was one of hatred and hard stubbornness. It 
was a devilish reaction, the reaction of those hardened in 
sin. They determined to do away with him. 

As St Thomas Aquinas points out, in his acts of power 
God reveals his mercy. In our Gospel scene, we have 
revealed the holiness, the power, the mercy of Christ the 
incarnate Son of God, while and on the other hand we have 
the unyielding and unloving sinfulness of the Pharisees. 
Let us place ourselves in the scene and observe the two 
sides. Let us make our choice for Christ. Rejecting sin, we 
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stand by him and go with him all the way, following in his 
footsteps as he carries his cross to Calvary. 







2939 


Tuesday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 2:6-15; Psalm 145:lb-2, 8- 
11; Luke 6:12-19 

Jesus departed to the mountain to pray, and he spent 
the night in prayer to God. When day came, he called his 
disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom 
he also named Apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, 
and his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
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Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 
Alphaeus, Simon who was called a Zealot, and Judas the 
son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
And he came down with them and stood on a stretch of 
level ground. A great crowd of his disciples and a large 
number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the 
coastal region of Tyre and Sidon came to hear him and to 
be healed of their diseases; and even those who were 
tormented by unclean spirits were cured. Everyone in the 
crowd sought to touch him because power came forth from 
him and healed them all. (Luke 6:12-19) 

God’s Choice, Man’s Choice In discussions and 
instructions with young people, I have at times been 
presented with what is a problem for some of them — and I 
suppose it is a problem that occurs to anyone who thinks. 
Why does God create a person who eventually goes to 
Hell? Of course, most would understand that God does not 
make that person go to Hell, and that his going to Hell is 
his own responsibility. But, after all, if God had not 
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created him and given him life he would not be in Hell now 
because of his serious unrepented sins. Moreover, he 
would not have done the harm — in some cases massive — 
that he did when on this earth. Why did God choose to 
allow Hitler or Stalin or Pol Pot to come into existence? 
Look at all the harm they did! We cannot answer all 
aspects of such a question, and it is somewhat fruitless 
lingering on this aspect of the creation by God of human 
beings free to choose good or evil. If we admit that the 
God of Revelation exists — an infinite God of holiness, 
wisdom and power — we cannot allow that he made a 
mistake, nor, of course, can he be held responsible for the 
evil which human beings have freely perpetrated in the 
world. It is beyond our limited minds and experience to 
say how some of these conceptual and theoretical 
difficulties are to be reconciled. Calvin chose to answer 
the difficulty by uncompromisingly presenting God as 
sovereign Master of all - but in the unacceptable sense of 
predestining the “non-elect” to hell. But this is impossible. 
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God wills all to be saved. As a matter of fact, some may 
see this very problem in today’s Gospel passage. Our Lord 
“spent the night in prayer to God. When day came, he 
called his disciples to himself, and from them he chose 
Twelve, whom he also named Apostles” (Luke 6:12-19). 
But among the Twelve, as Luke mentions in passing, was 
Judas who became a traitor. Our Lord, God incarnate, 
made no mistakes. He deliberately chose Judas to be one 
of the foundation stones of the Church and a great saint. 
Yet he turned out so very badly. Our Lord himself would 
say, as reported by Matthew: “It would have been better for 
that man if he had not been bom” (26:24). Of course, our 
Lord is not saying that the Creator made a mistake, and that 
Judas should not have been bom. Rather, he is stressing 
with dramatic language the terrible consequences of 
Judas’s freely chosen actions, and his rejection of his 
exalted vocation. 

Let us not linger on theoretical problems that we 
cannot solve, including aspects of the problem of evil. 
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What is clear is the deliberate choice by God of each of us 
to be Christ’s disciples, and this is what we are reminded of 
in our Gospel passage today (Luke 6:12-19). How tragic 
if, in exercising the gift of our freedom, we turn out badly 
in the sight of God! What a pity if our Lord were to say of 
us, as he said so graphically of Judas, that it would have 
been better for him had he not been born! Our Lord spent 
the whole night in prayer to God prior to his choice of the 
Twelve, and St Paul tells us in one of his Letters that 
before the world began God chose us, chose us in Christ to 
be holy and full of love in his sight. As already said, God 
makes no mistakes. His choice of each of us is an eternal 
choice, made from all eternity. He destines us for glory 
with him, but he endows us with that quality which 
constitutes us in his likeness: our reason and our free will. 
We can know him and freely choose him. We are given 
free choice and therefore able to turn out badly should we 
so choose. It is the mystery and the marvel of human 
freedom which makes us so much like God. Simon had his 
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faults — and he denied Christ when the moment came 
during the Passion. But he repented. Judas also had his 
faults. Judas’s faults grew because he freely and secretly 
persisted in his sin despite the presence and the influence 
of Christ. JJe would not repent. At the Last Supper, when 
our Lord extended a sign of his friendship (offering him the 
morsel), “Satan entered him.” Let Judas be a terrible 
lesson to every human being. Let every Christian observe 
how sin can grow and gain the victory despite God’s 
choice of him. God loves each and gives each his grace. 
We must therefore every day be on guard, cherishing our 
life in Christ as the most inestimable of gifts and steadily 
rooting out the sin that is its direct threat. The drama of 
man’s life and vocation is played out every day in the little 
deliberate thoughts, words and actions which make up the 
grandeur or the tragedy of every human life. We must 
choose Christ and renounce sin. Let this be the thought 
arising from our Gospel passage today as we think of the 
deliberate choice of the Twelve by Christ, including Judas. 
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It must be allowed that Judas began well because Christ 
chose him out of his disciples. But his end was miserable 
beyond words, and it was due to his deliberate choice. 

The Christian religion is not a simple matter. It is 
complex, rich and diverse in its texture. But there is one 
very simple issue at the heart of the Christian life. It is the 
choice for Christ and the renunciation of sin. Let us make 
that choice now and renew it daily. If we do this, we shall 
get there. If we do not, we shall miss out on everything. 
So then, now I begin! 


Vb»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-third Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 3:1-11; Psalm 145:2-3, 

10-Bab; Luke 6:20-26 

Looking at his disciples, Jesus said: Blessed are you 
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed 
are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you 
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when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you 
and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 
Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your 
reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the 
prophets. But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
already received your comfort. Woe to you who are well 
fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh 
now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all 
men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated 
the false prophets. (Luke 6:20-26) 

What is Coming In the words of our Lord in our 
passage today, we are led to think of the Judgment of God, 
and consequently of the reward and punishment to come. 
Years back there was a series on ABC Television 
(Australia) which featured the Middle Ages. During the 
first part, entitled “Monks and Heretics,” the commentator 
observed in passing (and perhaps somewhat cynically) that 
medieval people lived with a vivid belief in the thought of 
heaven and hell. The ultimate realities stressed by the 
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Christian religion were truly accepted. As a result, they 
had a real effect in the life of individuals and societies. 
Often a contrast is made between the power of the Church 
during the Middle Ages and its relative lack of power now. 
One thinks, for instance, of the vigorous Pope St Gregory 
VII (Hildebrand) in the eleventh century. In 1076 he 
summoned the German emperor himself to appear at Rome 
to answer charges. At Henry’s refusal, he excommunicated 
Henry and all his ecclesiastical supporters, and released his 
subjects from their oath of allegiance in accordance with 
the usual political procedures of the age. At first Henry 
was encouraged by his creatures to resist, but his friends, 
including his abettors among the episcopate, began to 
abandon him, and the Saxons revolted once more, 
demanding a new king. We need not trace the events, so 
sensational at the time, which brought the German emperor 
temporarily to heel before the intrepid Pope. But why was 
this papal power possible? Plainly, one decisive factor was 
that individuals and European society as a whole accepted 
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the reality of what the Church preached. God and his 
revelation were real to them. At the end of life there would 
be death, and the judgment of God would be conducted on 
the basis of what God had revealed. Following this there 
would be either heaven or hell. The conscience of 
European man was profoundly affected by these Christian 
convictions and the Christian world view - in this sense, 
the dictate of conscience was primary. This is not to say 
that the men and women of the Middle Ages lived their 
daily lives faithful to these abiding principles. But it was 
an epoch in which the transience of life, a life ever passing, 
was accepted, and the realities of eternity were understood 
as ultimately paramount. 

Christ’s words of blessing and woe in our Gospel 
today remind us of the ultimate realities. In his First Letter 
to the Corinthians, St Paul gives some practical instructions 
about, among other things, the advisability of celibacy and 
marriage. He concludes with these important words: “I say 
this because the world as we know it is passing away” 
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(7:31). The world as we know it is passing away. Of 
course, the flimsy and transient character of the world is 
obvious to all who care to observe and reflect upon it. At a 
stroke, destruction can visit a people in the form of an 
earthquake, a tsunami, a terrible plague, a mighty hurricane 
or a massive fire sweeping all before it. In the life of an 
individual there can be a sudden and unforeseen 
catastrophe in the form of a loss of all one’s assets (such as 
having one’s home repossessed), or the sudden appearance 
of a fatal health condition. There is in our time the ever 
present threat of the nuclear weapon — and how such 
weaponry could be acquired by the terrorist. Life is plainly 
vulnerable and transient, but how do we live in the light of 
this? In July 2012, there were reports of suicides in Japan 
of people who could not bear the uncertain nature of their 
living conditions following the nuclear disaster that 
occurred in their country the year before. There was, as 
they saw it, nothing more in life’s transience and 
vulnerability than a tragic uncertainty with all its anxiety. 
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For others, the entire situation is accepted stoically as if 
facts were facts, and there was nothing more to be seen in 
it or done about it. Person who have never accepted, by 
conviction, the Christian message of what transpires 
beyond this life will respond in different ways. I have 
known elderly persons who have looked on death as simply 
the end with nothing to follow it. It involves complete 
extinction. Other persons accept the notion that beyond 
death there is an Afterlife, but they do not give it much 
thought, and so they live in a way that is little different 
from that of a person who has no such belief at all. But 
then there is the convinced Christian who lives in the light 
of what he knows is inevitably coming. He lives in the 
awareness of the last things, and in particular of the 
judgment of God. In this respect, he is what the modern 
secular observer would call a benighted Medieval Man. He 
lives in the vivid thought of heaven and hell. His life is 
affected accordingly, because his conscience is moved by 
the thought of the Judgment to come. 
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In our Gospel passage today, our Lord promises 
blessings and woes, reminding us of the end that will 
assuredly come. Cardinal Newman wrote that the first 
principle of religion is the thought of a judgment as 
contained in the feeling of conscience. If this is so, that 
thought of a judgment needs to be brought out and made 
very explicit. It needs to be rescued from its vague form as 
present in the natural conscience. It needs to be informed 
by what our Lord has revealed as it is taught by the 
Church. There is nothing more important and there will be 
nothing more important, than the judgment of God. Let us 
live each day with a lively awareness that “the world as we 
know it is passing away.” 
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Thursday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 3:12-17; Psalm 150:lb-6; 
Luke 6:27-38 

Jesus said: But I tell you who hear me: Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who ill-treat you. If someone 
strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If 
someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking 
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your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone 
takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to 
others as you would have them do to you. If you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners’ 
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who 
are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners ’ 
do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend 
to ‘sinners ’, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your 
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is 
kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be 
judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 



2955 


For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
(Luke 6:27-38) 

Love If we think of Albert Einstein, we think of 
mathematics and physics, especially the great theory of 
relativity. If we think of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 
we think of the communist ideal of a socialist and classless 
society free of the opiate that is religion. If we think of 
Buddha, we think of his teaching on being enlightened and 
attaining to Nirvana. If we think of Socrates, we might 
think of his “Socratic method” of attaining truth. If we 
think of Aristotle, we think of philosophy and, depending 
on our knowledge of his system, we might recall his 
metaphysical or ethical principles. At the risk of appearing 
to reduce the Incarnate Son of God to the level of but a 
great teacher, if we think of Jesus Christ, what tends to 
come to mind in respect to his “system”? What comes to 
the mind of very many is his teaching on love for others. 
Rightly or wrongly, for good or ill, it is primarily this 
which has lodged in the imagination of the modern age, 
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rather than, say, his divinity, or the Atonement, or the 
mystery of the Trinity, or his establishment of the Church, 
or this or that element in his divine Revelation. Those who 
know little of him and think about him hardly at all, have 
picked up the point that Jesus Christ taught us to love one 
another. This might be a vacuous impression and seriously 
misunderstood, but most people think that if you are not 
good to others then you can scarcely be called a 
“Christian.” A “very Christian” sort of person is one who 
is good to others even when it is difficult, inconvenient and 
not reciprocated - and this “system” is very attractive to 
the natural moral sense of man. It may escape many 
persons that other moral teachers have taught this too, even 
if, on closer inspection, it is discovered that Christ’s 
doctrine on love for others is not the same as theirs. Still, it 
is this for which Christ is especially famous, and it is 
backed up by the point that Christ laid down his life for the 
sins of the world — even if many have no interest in, nor 
understanding of this fact. Christ taught men that they 



2957 


must love one another, and for this his life has been 
deemed good and useful. People know that Jesus Christ 
and his teaching on love is the inspiration for numerous 
works of charity in the world over the centuries. Indeed, it 
is on this basis that many would accept that the world is a 
better place for his having lived, and that his influence has 
been, well, quite incredible. All up, there is a popular 
understanding that Jesus Christ and his religion insists on 
love for others. 

But of course, to say this about the teaching of Jesus 
Christ is not good enough. In a sense, it ought be obvious 
to ordinary human reflection that we must “love one 
another” as we might love ourselves, if only because we 
share in the same human nature giving to us all an equal 
human dignity. Strangely, I once knew a lecturer in 
philosophy who, in his remarks on an essay that I once 
submitted, declared that he did not know what “human 
dignity” meant. Jesus Christ revealed the dignity of each 
human being and the love and respect which he deserves, 
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in a way far beyond any other teacher. This is because 
Jesus Christ revealed himself to be divine and, as the 
divine Person he is, he identified with the least. The least 
human being, no matter how deprived in any sense, no 
matter how defenceless and vulnerable, can say, “I am 
loved by Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God! fie takes 
my part!” Whatever the powerful may do or fail to do that 
they should have done, Jesus Christ will vindicate the least 
of his brothers, and will avenge his own. The Old 
Testament — the Hebrew Bible — has a strong trail of this 
divine concern for the neglected, the poor, for those not 
accorded their rights to mercy, justice and compassion. He 
“has exalted the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away empty-handed. He has 
protected his servant Israel, keeping his merciful design in 
remembrance,” as the mother of the Messiah proclaimed 
before her kinswoman Elizabeth (Luke 1:53-54). The one 
God, Lord of heaven and of earth, identifies with each and 
all his children, and requires of all that they love their 
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fellows. This reaches its fullest revelation in Jesus Christ 
who by his Incarnation, as the Second Vatican Council 
insists, unites himself with every man and woman. God 
has become Brother to each of us. Christ our Judge will 
count as being done to him whatever we do to the least. 
All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 6:27-38), in 
which Christ lays down his law of love: “love your 
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is 
kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful.” It is one thing — and it is a very 
good thing — to love those who love us and will love us. 
But Christ tells us that we must go much further. We are to 
love our “enemies.” 

Now, for the fulfilment of this all-important divine 
command, the good news is that we have the gift of divine 
grace. I well remember years ago an Anglican girl said, in 
a talk I attended, that she once set herself the goal of 
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observing the Christian command of love. Knowing that 
she needed the grace of God to do it, she resolved to 
receive the Eucharist regularly. The point is that Christ 
established (in and by means of his Church) the kingdom, 
the kingship, the rule, of God. To enter this, we must be 
born again by water and the Spirit — by the grace that 
comes in the Church and her Sacraments. We must grow 
in the grace that is available to us, living all the while the 
new commandment of love. It will take us up to sanctity. 
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Friday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-14; Psalm 16:1b- 
2a and 5, 7-8, 11; Luke 6:39-42 

Jesus also told the people this parable: Can a blind 
man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A 
student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully 
trained will be like his teacher. Why do you look at the 
speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention 
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to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your 
brother, ‘ Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye, ’ 
when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye. (Luke 6:39-42) 

Blindness In our Gospel today, our Lord speaks of 
blindness — be it partial or total. He is not speaking of 
physical blindness but of spiritual — though he employs 
the image of the physical blindness to make his point. We 
read that Jesus also told the people this parable: Can a 
blind man lead a blind man ? Will they not both fall into a 
pit? ... You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, 
and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye. (Luke 6: 39.42). The one he condemns is 
morally at fault — he is a “hypocrite” — implying that it is 
because of this that he cannot see properly. So it is that we 
are invited to think of blindness in matters moral and 
spiritual. Consider a classical instance of this — the 
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Emperor Julian “the Apostate” (330-363 AD), Emperor 
from 361 to 363, son of the half-brother of Constantine the 
Great. The Catholic historian Warren Carroll, now 
deceased, tells us that Julian was the only Christian 
monarch from the time of Constantine to the French 
Revolution to openly reject Christianity. Ele strove to 
revive ancient Roman paganism — even attempting to 
erase his own baptism by bathing in the blood of a bull. 
Among his anti-Christian efforts was one that was 
particularly singular. He was aware, of course, of Christ’s 
prediction about the destruction of the Temple of 
Jerusalem. “I say to you, there will not be left here a stone 
upon another stone that will not be thrown down” (Matt. 
24:2). Christ was the new and true Temple, and his 
prediction was fulfilled in 70 AD during the First Jewish- 
Roman War. Well, so Julian decided, let that prophecy be 
invalidated by a rebuilding of the Temple. In 362 A.D. 
Julian left Constantinople and arrived in Antioch to prepare 
for his invasion of Persia. However busy he must have 
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been, he met with “the chiefs of the Jews” and promised to 
aid them in the rebuilding of their Temple. So the great 
work began by numbers of enthusiastic Jews, actively 
supported by Julian for his own reasons. For his part, St 
Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, lately returned from exile, 
beheld all these preparations without any concern — 
relying on the Gospel prophecies. The whole attempt came 
to nothing, as we read in narratives provided by writers 
such as Nazienzen, Chrysostom and Theodoret. 

The Roman pagan historian Ammianus Marcellinus, 
confirms their account of this episode in his own way. In 
his Res Gestae (Liber XXIII, Caput 1, no. 3), he describes 
it simply. Terrifying balls of flame kept bursting forth near 
the foundations of the temple, and made the place 
inaccessible to the workmen, some of whom were burned to 
death; and since in this way the element persistently 
repelled them, the enterprise halted. The eruption, 
involving fire and some kind of earthquake, ceased with 
the project. Meanwhile, back at Antioch in the winter of 
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362-63, Julian wrote his books against the Christians. 
Following this he commenced his Persian invasion and on 
26 June, 363, he was wounded in the side by an arrow in a 
small cavalry skirmish. He died during the night. Various 
reports concerning the circumstances of his death have 
come down to us. Both Christians and pagans believed the 
rumour that he cried out when dying: Nenikekas Galilaie 
(“Thou hast conquered, O Galilean”). It was said that 
Julian “was passionate, arbitrary, vain and prejudiced, 
blindly submissive to the rhetoricians and magicians.” He 
was “blind” - specifically, he was blindly submissive to the 
... magicians. All of this I mention as indicative of 
spiritual blindness. Plainly, there was a great willfulness in 
Julian’s attitude to Jesus Christ, and he wasted the promise 
that was present in his life and position. It was not simply 
a matter of a failed understanding and poor reasoning - in a 
word, of his making mistakes. His will was involved, his 
inner choice, and habits of heart that were the result of his 
repeated choices. That is to say, one’s understanding of 
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truth, and specifically of religious and moral truth, will be 
profoundly affected by the presence or absence of virtue. 
A person whose inner decisions take him along the path of 
vice will be rendered blind. He will not see the truth. He 
will not understand — though he will think he does 
understand and that he is in the light. The path to wisdom 
is the path of virtue, and the surest way of virtue is that of 
following Jesus Christ. I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, he said. Our Lord tells us in the beatitudes that 
Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God. The 
state of the heart, which is to say one’s moral and spiritual 
condition (aided and sustained by grace), has a profound 
effect on our capacity to see, understand and judge in the 
things of God 

All of this brings us back to our Gospel text for today 
(Luke 6:39-42), in which our Lord warns us against 
blindness. If we are blind, we shall not be in any position 
to see what we need and what others need, especially in the 
spiritual realm. How can you say to your brother, 
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‘ Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye, ’ when you 
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? The person 
to whom our Lord is speaking is, we read him say, a 
hypocrite. His heart is not right before God, and so he 
cannot see, understand and judge his own condition, let 
alone that of his neighbour. You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother's eye. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Psalm 112; 

Luke 6:43-49 

Jesus said to his disciples: “A good tree does not bear 
rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For 
every tree is known by its own fruit. For people do not pick 
figs from thornbushes, nor do they gather grapes from 
brambles. A good person out of the store of goodness in 
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his heart produces good, but an evil person out of a store 
of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the 
mouth speaks. “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ but not 
do what I command? I will show you what someone is like 
who comes to me, listens to my words, and acts on them. 
That one is like a man building a house, who dug deeply 
and laid the foundation on rock; when the flood came, the 
river burst against that house but could not shake it 
because it had been well built. But the one who listens and 
does not act is like a person who built a house on the 
ground without a foundation. When the river burst against 
it, it collapsed at once and was completely destroyed. ” 
(Luke 6:43-49) 

The Good God It is fascinating to notice what 
appears to be mankind’s view of the moral character of 
ultimate reality. Consider, say, the religions of man in 
history, whether they be the more highly developed 
religions of certain epochs and cultures, or the world 
religions such as Islam, or even many primal religions. I 
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think one could say that the testimony of man’s religion 
about the character of the gods, or the powers above, or 
whatever it is that constitutes the Ultimate, is generally that 
the Absolute is morally good. That is to say — and I am 
subject to correction in this because I am making a 
sweeping observation — that ultimate reality seems dimly 
to man to be morally good and not evil. One could not 
press this because there are so many exceptions in the form 
of evil gods and immoral heavenly powers, but my hunch 
and hypothesis is that man thinks and senses that God (in 
whatever obscure and tangled way he conceives or 
imagines him) is good and not bad. The Ultimate is a good 
spirit and not a bad one - though opposed by lesser evil 
spirits or powers. From the Above issues forth not only 
nor even mainly what is bad and evil, but mainly — 
granted all the evil — what is good. It is interesting that — 
although such claims are disputed by some anthropologists 
— along the South-eastern New South Wales area the 
Australian aborigines venerated an All-Father. My point is 
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that man seems to think that ultimately the tree from which 
has come our world is a good tree and not a rotten one. Of 
course, the problem is, how come we have so much rotten 
fruit? That, though, is simply the problem of evil — it is a 
problem because it conflicts with man’s basic intuition. 

Whatever about that general suggestion as to man’s 
perception of things, God has intervened in history to 
reveal who he is and what he is like. This revelation has 
come in the Person of Jesus Christ. “He who sees me, sees 
the Father”, and “no one can come to the Father except 
through me.” If we take seriously what is proclaimed to us 
by the Church all our dim expectations and hopes are 
wondrously fulfilled. God is revealed to be utterly good 
and utterly holy. His holiness is love. His power is 
manifested in mercy. Reality is ultimately infinitely good 
without a trace of evil. The evil of the world is not the fruit 
of the Ultimate, but is the fruit of man’s free choice — this 
power of free choice being itself a gift from the good God. 
God is revealed to be goodness and love. In our Gospel 
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today (Luke 6:43-49) our Lord tells his disciples that “there 
is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit .... a good man 
draws what is good from the store of goodness from his 
heart”. God is good, and we are called to be thoroughly 
good ourselves, good to the very core of our hearts. We 
are called to be like God by means of the power of his 
grace and our cooperation. St Paul tells us in one of his 
Letters that before the world began we were chosen in 
Christ to be holy and full of love in God’s sight. We are 
talking here of the universal call to holiness. This is the 
grandeur of man to be called to holiness, a holiness that is 
love modelled on the love that filled the heart of Christ. 
“For a man’s words flow out from what fills his heart.” 
We are called to fill our hearts with the holy love that filled 
the heart of Christ. 

Let us resolve to be true children of our Father in 
heaven, and so be a light to the world around us. Our 
world expects, hopes, and instinctively knows that God is 
good but so much around him belies this perception. Let 
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us by our lives show that God is indeed good, holy and 
loving, and that in his goodness he has called all of us to 
share in his divine life through the grace of Christ. 
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Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 50:5-9a; Psalm 116:1-6, 8-9; 

James 2:14-18; Mark 8:27-35 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, Who do 
people say I am? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; 
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others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets. But 
what about you? he asked. Who do you say I am? Peter 
answered, You are the Christ. Jesus warned them not to 
tell anyone about him. He then began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke 
plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. But when Jesus turned and looked at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter. Get behind me, Satan! he said. 
You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of 
men. Then he called the crowd to him along with his 
disciples and said: If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. (Mark 
8:27-35) 

The Messiah Among all the events in the public 
life of our Lord prior to his Passion, the conversation 
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between Christ and his closest disciples in today’s Gospel 
is one of the most significant. Our Lord had been 
preaching, teaching, working miracles and travelling 
throughout the towns and villages of Galilee and Judea. 
He had been pointed out by John the Baptist as the One 
who was to come. People were forming their views of him 
and the leaders of the people were coming to the point of 
rejecting and doing away with him. At this critical point of 
the controversy that surrounded him, our Lord puts to his 
disciples the question of who people thought him to be 
(Mark 8:27-35). Of course, there are various answers — 
generally the people perceived him to be a true prophet, 
indeed one of the previous prophets come back to life, such 
as Elijah or even John the Baptist back from the grave. But 
then our Lord asks the Twelve who they say he is. Simon 
Peter gives him the true answer, an answer he is able to 
give because he has been enlightened by the Father in 
heaven. Jesus is the Messiah, the One long awaited and 
promised. Everything God plans and has promised, hinges 
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on him, the Messiah. While the disciples believed this, 
they certainly had not grasped the plan of redemption 
promised by God, nor, of course, how Jesus was going to 
fulfil it. God’s plan had some clear indications in the Old 
Testament Scriptures, but they were rarely noticed. 
Perhaps we, too, may not yet have noticed those Old 
Testament indicators. Generally the idea of redemption as 
held by the chosen people was materialistic and temporal. 
They looked back to the great saving deeds of Yahweh, 
such as the deliverance from slavery in Egypt. This was 
the paradigm of the temporal liberation that was coming. 
Many extrapolated from one to the other in a literal, 
material, and political way. They recalled how God struck 
the Pharaoh and Egypt with plagues and other calamities. 
They remembered God leading his chosen people with 
Moses at their head across the Red Sea, and then closing 
the Sea over the pursuing Egyptians. They thought of the 
Israelites being led by Joshua into the promised land and 
their victories over the inhabitants who were there. They 
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would have delighted in the inspired accounts of King 
David and his victories. The coming Messiah would free 
God’s people of their oppression, and if they thought of 
their being liberated from sin, perhaps they thought of sin 
in a fairly superficial sense. Now, God intended a 
liberation indeed, but one radical beyond expectation. 

As a matter of fact, there were signs in the Scriptures 
of what was coming. There was the grand figure of the 
victorious Son of Man in the Book of the prophet Daniel 
(ch.7). In the Book of Isaiah there was the haunting figure 
of the Servant of Yahweh. Our first reading today presents 
us with one of the passages describing this personage 
(Isaiah 50:5-9). He would not be a Servant of glorious 
victories and conquests, but a suffering Servant, who 
precisely by his sufferings would save the many. This 
suffering Servant of Isaiah cast light on the value of the 
sufferings of God’s people, and especially the sufferings of 
God’s most obedient servants among them. But especially 
did this figure throw light on the Messiah who was to come 
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who would be God’s Servant par excellence. His 
sufferings precisely as the perfect Servant of God offered 
the key to the way God would save his people from their 
sins. In the event, God’s plan of redemption was a 
complete surprise, perhaps most of all to Satan. 
Undoubtedly Satan thought that, by engineering the death 
of this Jesus, he was putting a stop to the most formidable 
work of all time which was going on. But in the sufferings 
of this Servant of God that ensued, God’s plan was shown 
to be a wondrous fulfilment of the prophecies. Our Lord 
himself was at pains to show that he was fulfilling the 
Scriptures. The Son of Man had to suffer in order to enter 
into his glory. Obedience in the midst of great suffering 
and reversal was the path to redemption, the redemption of 
God’s chosen people and of all mankind. And so, once he 
saw that the Twelve accepted that he was the Messiah, our 
Lord began to teach them that he “was destined to suffer 
grievously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief priests 
and the scribes, and to be put to death, and after three days 
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to rise again. And he said all these things quite openly” 
(Mark 8:27-35). Of course, such talk as this was shocking 
to them, and Simon Peter began to insist with our Lord that 
such a thing could not and must not happen to him. It was 
unthinkable that this be the path for the Messiah. This 
rejection of the suffering of the supremely just man, 
incidentally, has always been the position of Islam — and 
so it rejects the proposition that Jesus died on the cross. 
Our Lord sharply reprimanded Simon in front of them all 
— Simon was speaking in a way directly opposed to God’s 
plan. The way to glory was through obedient suffering. 
This, then, is the critical point which we must grasp. 

It is one thing to have been granted the grace to know 
and accept our Lord for who he is, the Son of God and the 
Redeemer of man. It is a further thing to accept his 
teaching on the path which it was necessary for him to 
follow. If we wish to be his disciples, we must learn to 
follow our Lord along that same path of doing and 
accepting God’s will, especially when it is immensely 
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difficult. It could mean giving up one’s life. It is the Cross 
of Christ, not simply wealth, power, pleasure and honours, 
that is so full of fruitfulness. It is this path of the Cross that 
brings sanctity and union with Jesus here and hereafter. 
How can we learn this and then act on it? By learning to 
love Jesus truly, and by praying for the grace to embrace 
the cross of every day. So let us pray for God’s love and 
his grace. With his love and his grace we are able to 
follow him to the end. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.599-605 (Christ’s redemptive death in the divine plan 
of salvation). 
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Monday of the Twenty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 11:17-26.33; Psalm 39; 
Luke 7:1-10 

When Jesus had finished all his words to the people, he 
entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave who 
was ill and about to die, and he was valuable to him. 
When he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to 
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him, asking him to come and save the life of his slave. 
They approached Jesus and strongly urged him to come, 
saying, “He deserves to have you do this for him, for he 
loves our nation and he built the synagogue for us. ” And 
Jesus went with them, but when he was only a short 
distance from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell 
him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to 
have you enter under my roof. Therefore, I did not 
consider myself worthy to come to you; but say the word 
and let my servant be healed. For I too am a person 
subject to authority, with soldiers subject to me. And I say 
to one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come here, and 
he comes; and to my slave, Do this, and he does it. ” When 
Jesus heard this he was amazed at him and, turning, said 
to the crowd following him, “I tell you, not even in Israel 
have I found such faith. ” When the messengers returned to 
the house, they found the slave in good health. (Luke 7:1- 
10 ) 
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The World One of the distinctive teachings of the 
Church in the modern era, which of course is but a renewed 
emphasis on her perennial teaching but applied to our day, 
is that the secular world is the primary ambient for the lay 
faithful’s participation in the mission of Christ and the 
Church. The world is where they are by the providence of 
God and by virtue of their vocation, and it is there, in the 
world, that they are to make Christ’s Person and lordship 
present. The “world” in this sense is the natural arena of 
man’s life as sustained by the Creator. It is the ambient of 
all that makes up his natural home — his own self, his 
fellows, his family, his workplace, his recreation, his 
culture, his social life, his community, his country. There 
is another sense of the “world” which is not meant here — 
that element of man’s life, home and very person which is 
in sin and antagonistic to God. What is meant here is the 
“world” of which man finds himself to be a natural part. It 
is the natural theatre of his work and action. The one who 
is “in Christ” and is a member of the Church is placed in 
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the world and his life is inextricably bound up with the 
world. Christ is the Redeemer of man, and by God’s plan 
the “world” is called to be in Christ and subject to his 
lordship. Christ is made present in the world especially by 
the lay member of the Church, whose home is in the world. 
Well then, a question might be: What ought be the 
Christian and Catholic lay person’s expectations of those in 
the world who are not yet members of Christ? As ever, we 
learn this by contemplating the Person of Jesus Christ. In 
our Gospel today (Luke 7:1-10) a centurion sent Jewish 
emissaries to Jesus with a message asking that he come and 
cure his servant. The centurion was not a member of the 
chosen people but he was — according to the local elders 
— a good man. Our Lord immediately went to assist him. 
The centurion, hearing that our Lord was on his way, sent a 
message that he was “not worthy” of a visit from our Lord 
and that all our Lord need do is “say the word” and his 
servant would be cured. Our Lord was amazed and full of 
admiration at this man’s humility and his faith in the power 
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and goodness of the One coming to him. Christ turned to 
those who were following to say that nowhere in Israel had 
he found faith like that. The Church has incorporated the 
centurion's words to Christ into the Communion Rite of 
Mass. 

Let us reflect on those words of our Lord: “I tell you, not 
even in Israel have I found such faith.” Of course, 
hyperbole is a regular feature of Hebrew teaching — the 
Hebrew teacher exaggerated the picture he painted in order 
to make his point neatly and forcefully. When, in Mark 
9:47, our Lord stated that “if your eye causes you to sin, 
pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into 
hell,” our Lord was using Hebrew hyperbole to make his 
point that we must avoid occasions of sin. So then, our 
Lord was not stating literally that there was no-one in Israel 
who could match the faith of the centurion. His own 
sinless mother was peerless, and Jesus had said that there 
had been no-one born of woman greater than John the 
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Baptist. The centurion was amazing for his faith. He was 
absolutely commendable for his trust in the power and the 
goodness of Jesus. The point here is this: it is possible to 
find faith and at times extraordinary faith in those outside 
the Church. As in the beginning, the Spirit of God hovers 
over the waters. God plants seeds of the Word in the 
world, and those seeds make the world ready for the 
reception in faith of the Word. Our centurion is a prime 
example, even though we do not know anything of his 
subsequent history and whether his encounter with Jesus 
Christ led to anything further. The incident ought to give 
the lay faithful great hope when it comes to bearing witness 
to Christ in the world. There are people out there who 
have very excellent dispositions. The dispositions of the 
centurion, according to the testimony of our Lord himself, 
prove the fact. There are other examples in the Gospels 
too. Not long before our Lord’s passion some “Greeks” 
who were in Jerusalem for the festival approached Philip 
saying that they “wanted to see Jesus”. We remember the 
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Canaanite woman who pursued our Lord asking him to 
cure her daughter. Our Lord finished by telling her that she 
had “great faith”. We remember the remarkable 
conversation between the crucified Jesus and the criminal 
who was being crucified with him. Suddenly, the criminal 
turned to our Lord and said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” What a remarkable request! 
What faith it displayed! — and our Lord promised him a 
place by his side in Paradise. It was one of our Lord’s last 
joys to see an immediate fruit coming from his dying on 
the cross. If I be lifted up, he had said, I shall draw all men 
to myself. 

Let us always remember that God may have real surprises 
for us if we resolve to be true ambassadors for Christ in the 
world. The Christian in the world may never know how 
his life and his words have nourished the path to Christ of 
those with whom he has lived and worked from day to day. 
The overwhelming proportion of the faithful, those who are 
in Christ as members of his body, are the lay faithful. They 
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are not ordained clergy nor consecrated religious. Their 
mission is to live in the world as ambassadors (“apostle” 
comes from the Greek for “ambassador”) for Jesus Christ. 
Their mission lies primarily, though not exclusively, there. 
Let them, for love of Christ, fulfill this mission, then. The 
world depends on them for its salvation. The centurions of 
our Gospel are out there, awaiting. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Psalm 101:lb-2ab, 
2cd-3ab, 5, 6; Luke 7:11-17 

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his 
disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he 
approached the town gate, a dead person was being 
carried out — the only son of his mother, and she was a 
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widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 
When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he 
said, ‘'Don’t cry. ” Then he went up and touched the bier 
they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He 
said, “Young man, I say to you, get up! ” The dead man sat 
up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his 
mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. 
“A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. 
"God has come to help his people. ” This news about Jesus 
spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. 
(Luke 7:11-7) 

On God Among the basic elements that form a 
civilization is its image of, and attitude to, God. It is 
certainly the basic drama of Western civilization at this 
point. On April 1, 2005, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger had 
this to say in a lecture: “Europe has developed a culture 
that, in a manner unknown before now to humanity, 
excludes God from the public conscience, either by 
denying him altogether, or by judging that his existence is 
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not demonstrable, uncertain and, therefore, belonging to 
the realm of subjective choices, something, in any case, 
irrelevant to public life.” So it is, he continues, that “in 
Europe a culture has developed that constitutes the 
absolutely most radical contradiction not only of 
Christianity, but of the religious and moral traditions of 
humanity.” He went on to observe that it was the secular 
Enlightenment vision which was at work in this combat 
with and rejection of the Christian vision, as the forge of 
European and Western culture. From God being sovereign, 
it is man who is now sovereign — God now being no more 
than a freely-held opinion or projection of personal need. 
Western societies and cultures will be shaped by this image 
of and attitude to God, to the extent that it is in possession. 
It can be difficult to identify the dominant element in a 
particular religion’s image of God. My own view is that 
the Islamic image of Allah (it denies, of course, that one 
should speak of an “image” of Allah) is especially of one 
who is the single transcendent Master or Lord. We are his 
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servants, his slaves (“Narrated Umar: ‘I heard the Prophet 
saying, ‘Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians 
praised the son of Mary, for I am only a Slave. So, call me 
the Slave of Allah and His Apostle’.’”). Islam will not 
allow any talk of God being our “Father”, for this would be 
preposterous. Its culture is formed accordingly. Buddhist 
societies will in varying degrees be shaped by their image 
of the divine or that which approximates and substitutes for 
the divine. The Christian knows that, as Pope Benedict 
XVI was fond of putting it, Christ is the face of God. Were 
we to look on God, we would see the face of Christ, and 
when men looked on the face of Christ they saw God, God 
in the flesh. He who sees me, sees the Father, Christ said 
to his disciples. As St Paul puts it in one of his Letters, 
Christ is the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15). 
So it is that the image of God, which in the plan of God all 
people and all societies are called to make their own, is the 
Person of Jesus Christ. 
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God intends that the thought of Jesus Christ be the 
driving thought of each person’s life and of all mankind. It 
is the plan of God for human life: All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28:18-19). 
Before the foundation of the world, God chose us in Christ 
to be holy and full of love in his sight (Ephesians 1:4). The 
implications of this for social life are spelt out by the 
Church in her extensive social doctrine. In our Gospel 
today we find ourselves in the sorrowful scene of a dead 
man being brought out of the gate of the town of Nain 
accompanied by his widowed mother. Our Lord, 
“accompanied by his disciples and a great number of 
people” drew near, and he observed what was happening. 
We ought take to heart St Luke’s description of our Lord’s 
heartfelt response: “When the Lord saw her he felt sorry 
for her. ‘Do not cry’ he said” (Luke 7:11-17). Our Lord 
was a man filled with compassion for those in difficulty 
and sorrow. The poor and helpless woman, so powerless 
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and bereft of prospects, immediately aroused in Christ the 
exercise of his almighty power. She did not ask anything 
of him, he simply responded to her plight. “Then he went 
up and put his hand on the bier and the bearers stood still, 
and he said, ‘Young man, I tell you to get up.’ And the 
dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him to 
his mother.” Imagine the overwhelming joy and gratitude 
of the mother, and the surprise of the young man himself, 
let alone the awe that filled the village! St Thomas 
Aquinas writes that God reveals his almighty power in his 
mercy. The teaching of Scripture is that God is rich in 
mercy. It is the mercy, not of a benevolent Master, but of a 
tender Father who bows down to meet his bereft and 
aching children. So low does he bow that, in the Person of 
his divine Son, he has become one of us. He has bowed 
lower still, even to death on a cross. This is a very 
different Person from, say, Allah who, while denoted as 
compassionate and merciful, cannot (for the Muslim) be 
spoken of so insolently as to be called a Father to us, let 
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alone as a Bridegroom to his spouse and body, the Church. 
When we think of God, we ought call to mind his human 
Face, the all-compassionate Son of God made man who 
shows his powerful sensitivity on this occasion in the 
village of Nain. This thought of compassion ought stamp 
our image of the divine. 

Compassion and mercy is the dominant note in the 
theophany of Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:6-7). It reaches its 
fulness in the Person and teaching of Jesus Christ. It is the 
teaching of one of the best of Pope John Paul II's 
encyclicals, his Dives in Misericordia {God, Rich in 
Mercy). It is an image which ought influence every aspect 
of life. Let us trust in the fatherly mercy of God as it is 
revealed in the Person and life of Jesus. Let us ask for the 
grace to make that mercy the program of our own life, for 
as we read in the twenty-fifth chapter of St Matthew, our 
judgment will depend on the love and mercy we show to 
others. Be you perfect (in this merciful compassion), as 
your heavenly Lather is perfect, our Lord said (Matthew 
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5:48; Luke 6:36). It is this which founds and constitutes 
true civilization. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 3:14-16; Psalm 111:1-2, 

3-4, 5-6; Luke 7:31-35 

The Lord said, What description can I find for the men of 
this generation? What are they like? They are like 
children sitting in the market-place and calling out to each 
other: ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
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we sang a dirge, and you did not cry. ’ For John the 
Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and 
you say, ‘He has a demon. ’ The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. ’ But 
wisdom is proved right by all her children. (Luke 7:31-35) 

Dispositions We live in an era marked by a new 
militant atheism of a Western variety, stemming from 
various sources, including personalities in some leading 
universities. In counter to this, there is admirable work 
done by theists in the philosophy of religion, on the ways 
to God, the proofs of his existence, and the indications of 
his nature. One of the immense advantages of the age of 
the Internet is that so much of this good work is available 
to anyone at a few hits on the keyboard. Within a moment 
one can see elements of the case against the evidence of 
God and Revealed Religion, and can have just as easy 
access to much of the excellent case for this evidence. We 
live in an era rich in possibilities, and there is nothing quite 
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like a strong atheistic challenge to bring out the very best 
in Revealed Religion. One basic point, though, needs to be 
kept in mind. In his analysis of the evidence of the truth of 
Revealed Religion, Cardinal Newman often made the point 
in his writings that no matter how much objective evidence 
there is, the more decisive factor will be the personal 
dispositions of the one faced with that evidence. He was 
referring to the fundamental presuppositions and starting 
points of each enquirer. For instance, if (perhaps without 
my realizing it) I am prone to think that there is no God, or 
prone to think that if there is a God he would not be 
almighty, or that he would not be compassionate and 
forgiving, or that he transcends the world but is not 
immanent in it, then this will affect my interpretation of the 
objective data of life. The issue then, (for the deliberate 
non-believer) is the truth of his starting points and basic 
assumptions. Where am I coming from that disposes me to 
think as I do? Cardinal Newman also made the ominous 
point that our fundamental starting points are usually quite 
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hidden from ourselves, and we ought pray to God that he 
will give us the right starting points. The right starting 
points will dispose us to accept wholeheartedly in faith 
what God has revealed. This brings us to our Gospel today 
(Luke 7:31-35), in which our Lord refers indirectly to the 
dispositions of many when faced with Divine Revelation. 

“What description, then, can I find for the men of 
this generation? What are they like?” In answer he refers 
to children in the market place who shout to one another in 
words the theme of which were that nothing will satisfy. 
So it was in the response to what God did for his people. 
John the Baptist came exercising one form of ministry — 
dressed in camel’s hair and fasting strenuously, and he was 
criticized as one almost possessed. Our Lord came 
revealing the plan of God in a different way, himself eating 
and drinking with any and all — with “sinners” and with 
those regarded as the religiously elite. He dined with 
sinners and with tax-collectors, as he did with the scribes 
and Pharisees. Yet he too was criticized, in his case as a 
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glutton and a drunkard. Nothing would satisfy the 
opponents of God’s servants. The point here is that they 
were badly disposed at a fundamental level. On another 
occasion, our Lord put the point in a different way to a 
different and broader audience. The seed in the word of 
God, and the Sower is the Son of Man. Some of the seed 
sown by the Son of Man fell on rocky soil, some on thorns, 
some on the pathway. The soil could not strike genuine 
root, for the ground was not disposed to receive it, or there 
were thorns that choked it. Other seed fell on good soil 
and struck root. These were those who received the word 
and embraced it, grasping it with understanding. This seed 
bore fruit in abundance. What is required of man is that he 
be “good soil” if the Revelation of God is to bear good 
fruit, and this applies to the various forms in which this 
Revelation might be presented. There is the excellent case 
presented for theism by many energetic and dedicated 
theists. There is the daily witness of a good and 
industrious life by many believers in their workplace. 
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There are the humble and humdrum efforts of religious 
parents in raising their children, and the efforts of 
religiously-committed teachers for their charges in the 
classroom. But it will require, for its effect, that persons 
who view and hear their witness be “good soil,” and this 
involves repentance. From the best to the worst in terms of 
readiness for divine revelation, repentance must be a 
pattern of life. We must all pray for the grace to repent of 
all that is hindering our acceptance of the word of God and 
living according to it, and this involves our deepest 
dispositions. 

Let us take for our model our mother in Christ, Mary 
the mother of God made man. She, we are told, pondered 
and treasured the things of God in her heart. What God 
did, she received as good soil and produced an abundant 
harvest of holiness and contributed incalculably to the 
redemptive work of her Son. Let us pray to her asking her 
to obtain for us the grace to believe and to obey after her 
example, for as our Lord said on one occasion when his 
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own mother was praised, blessed are those who hear the 
word of God and keep it. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 4:12-16; Psalm 111:7-10; 
Luke 7:36-50 

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner 
with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined 
at table. When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that 
town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee ’ s 
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house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she 
stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his 
feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, 
kissed them and poured perfume on them. When the 
Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 
If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching 
him and what kind of woman she is — that she is a sinner. 
Jesus answered him, Simon, I have something to tell you. 
Tell me, teacher, he said. Two men owed money to a 
certain money-lender. One owed him five hundred denarii, 
and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he cancelled the debts of both. Now which of 
them will love him more? Simon replied, I suppose the one 
who had the bigger debt cancelled. You have judged 
correctly, Jesus said. Then he turned towards the woman 
and said to Simon, Do you see this woman? I came into 
your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the 
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time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not 
put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven — 
for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little 
loves little. Then Jesus said to her, Your sins are forgiven. 
The other guests began to say among themselves, Who is 
this who even forgives sins? Jesus said to the woman, Your 
faith has saved you; go in peace. (Luke 7:36-50) 

Repentance Sin is the most terrible thing in the 
world, and holiness is the greatest thing in the world. 
When man is presented or described in modern culture — 
in drama, novels, media, news or whatever — a range of 
aspects are set forth. There are man’s accomplishments: 
his technology, his artistic achievements, his governance 
and management of things. There is his moral grandeur, as 
in unselfish and dedicated service of others. There is also 
his moral degradation, his wrongdoing and his crimes. 
Generally, though, a momentous factor is lacking in such 
accounts of man: his relationship with God. Modern man 
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views with interest, but somewhat condescendingly and as 
a point of academic interest, the religious culture of the 
past ages and of religious cultures still unaffected by 
Western secularism. That is to say, while he admires and 
is uplifted by selflessness and virtue, he nevertheless sees 
little necessity or place in the moral life for authentic 
religion. The saint is of use to him only inasmuch as he is, 
presumably, a very good person and therefore 
wholesomely useful to the world. That is to say, in his 
notion of moral degradation and immorality, there is little 
place for “sin.” “Sin” is mere unnecessary topping. The 
meat of the matter is vice or immorality. That is to say, a 
life so lived as to please God, or a life so lived as to be 
offensive to God, are irrelevant considerations in the 
account to be given of man. Sin and holiness are thus 
replaced by immorality and virtue. This is the 
Enlightenment position, based on a certain notion of 
Reason and sense data. This is not the moment for a 
critique of this view of things, but it is certainly opposed to 
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the primacy of God and his Revelation. The most 
important element in any account of man is the presence or 
absence of God. Is man acknowledging and honouring his 
Creator, or is he not? That is the burning question. Is he 
obeying God, or is he living in sin? The opening pages of 
the Bible set forth this issue with the utmost clarity. The 
question is posed, and it is answered. Man did not obey 
God, but set his face against him by sinning, and doing so 
most seriously. This had catastrophic consequences for the 
human race that will endure till the end of time. At the 
Serpent’s prompting, Eve wished to be a god “like God”, 
able to decide for herself the good and the bad. Adam 
followed her lead. So they ate from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, and thus fell into the worst 
possible morass. Into that morass were to be born all their 
progeny. 

The story of the Fall of man is well known because of 
the heritage of Christian teaching in our culture. St 
Ignatius Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises exhorts us to 
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contemplate the Sin of our First Parents and its 
consequences, so as to gain a sense of personal sin and its 
evil. What we ought also observe, though, is another 
aspect of the biblical account. To begin with, God walks in 
the Garden and finds them — even though they are hiding 
among the trees of the Garden (Genesis 3:8-10). God 
seems to take the initiative immediately on their chosen 
rebellion. They do dialogue with God about their sin, and 
the dialogue is not one involving open rebellion — 
although Eve places the blame on the Serpent, and Adam 
on Eve, and perhaps both somewhat on God himself for the 
way he had arranged things. The divine sentence follows, 
but we notice that in that sentence God says, “I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
seed and her seed” (3:15). The fulfilment of this will be 
seen in the New Eve, Mary — but it also suggests that Eve 
is on the side of God. Some kind of repentance is in 
process, how we are not told. Moreover, “the Lord God 
made for Adam and his wife garments of skins, and clothed 
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them” (3:21). God is caring and making provision for 
them. While they are then excluded from the Garden, we 
notice that after the slaying of Abel, Eve “bore a son and 
called his name Seth, for she said, ‘God has appointed for 
me another child instead of Abel ... At that time men 
began to call upon the name of the Lord” (Genesis 4:25- 
26). Eve is acknowledging the lordship and goodness of 
God, which she had rejected when she sinned in the 
Garden. So, it seems, are some of her children — as had 
Abel, and as would Enoch and Noah. It looks as if Adam 
and Eve repented and were saved. Such, certainly, was the 
view of the Church Fathers, and it has never been assumed 
that they were lost. What I am saying in all of this is that 
the catastrophe of sin is presented in Holy Writ as by no 
means beyond the reach of God. God immediately comes 
to save. The sinner can be granted that which is needed to 
repent and turn to the Lord in his helplessness. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 7:36-50), in which the 
“woman who had lived a sinful life in that town” comes to 
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Jesus. From above, there had come to her the grace and 
wherewithal to enter the house of the Pharisee in order to 
present herself to the Saviour and to show her love for him. 
Though she was in sin, God had reached her. 

Indeed, Christ declared to the Pharisee that she who 
was a sinner loved much. It is a manifest declaration that 
nothing can separate us definitively from the love of God, 
if we find it in ourselves to appeal to him. The one thing 
that is attainable by grace is repentance. It is not only 
attainable, it is the categorical imperative of life — to use 
the well-known expression of Emmanuel Kant. Whether 
we be in serious sin, or in venial sin, or on the way to God 
in a generous obedience to him, the imperative remains. 
We must repent of our sins, recognizing our fault and, in 
faith, God’s love for us. We must turn to the Saviour and, 
with as lively a faith as we can, ask his pardon and grace. 
Thus will Christ declare to us as he did to her: “Your faith 
has saved you; go in peace.” 
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Friday of the Twenty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 6:2c-12; Psalm 49:6-10, 
17-20; Luke 8:1-3 

After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and 
village to another, proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also 
some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 
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diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven 
demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many 
others. These women were helping to support them out of 
their own means. (Luke 8:1-3) 

The Resurrection Books have been written on 
truth and tolerance. In a secular culture there is typically a 
tendency to discount objective truth in religion. 
Nevertheless the issue of adherence to truth and tolerance 
of those who disagree is especially lively in religion. In a 
world in which the presence and interaction of various 
religions can be a sensitive matter, there is the danger that 
truth in religion might be quietly shelved for the sake of 
peace and tolerance. Somehow we must preserve the spirit 
of tolerance together with a commitment to attaining 
certainty as to the truth. Now, one of the indicators of the 
truth of Christianity, according to St Paul, is the 
resurrection of Christ: “For if the dead are not raised, 
neither has Christ been raised, and if Christ has not been 
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raised, your faith is vain” (1 Corinthians 15:17). That is to 
say, if Christ did not rise from the dead, then Christianity is 
false. Being false, the Christian faith is empty and worth 
nothing. Islam in our day has, within a short time, come to 
occupy the world’s attention not least because of the threat 
of violence by extremists among them. One of Islam’s 
positions is that Christ was a great prophet but little more, 
and was certainly superseded by Mahomet. Further, he did 
not rise from the dead except perhaps in a spiritual sense. 
This is because he did not die on the Cross in the first place 
— because this would not have been fitting for one so holy 
a prophet. Indeed, some Muslims assert that he actually 
did not even die. This is, the Christian has to say with due 
respect, an entirely gratuitous assertion with no evidence to 
support it. Islam, of course, does not recognize the need 
for the Atonement, and for them Christ certainly did not 
atone for the sins of the world. As the Christian knows, the 
Resurrection was both proof that Jesus was the promised 
Christ and the completion of his redemptive work. The 
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point to notice here, though, is that the resurrection of 
Christ is a fundamental issue in the matter of truth in 
religion. It is an issue for the religious sceptic, and it is an 
issue dividing religions. 

We Christians ought have a vivid sense of how central 
to our faith is the doctrine of Christ’s Resurrection. This 
doctrine has an irremovable place in the Christian Creeds, 
and any theological theory which reduces or explains it 
away must be recognized for what it is, a great deformation 
of the Christian faith. Moreover, it is fundamental not only 
as proof of the truth of Christian revelation but it is 
fundamental to the redemptive plan of God. Christ rose 
from the dead not in the way Lazarus rose from the dead — 
returning to the life he had been living before his death. 
Nor did he rise to heaven in a spiritual sense as some 
Muslims allow, but he rose in his very same body and soul 
but now in a glorified condition. Christ rose in his body 
with a new life which he shares with us at our baptism and 
nourishes by the Church’s life. It is this new life which is 
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augmented in us when we receive the Sacraments and 
especially the Holy Eucharist. It is this new life of the 
risen Jesus which is the special gift of God to believers 
when they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and which 
enables them to attain holiness of life here, and heaven 
with God hereafter. The resurrection of Christ is “the first 
fruits” of the life to come and which we now here on earth 
enjoy as a pledge of what is to come hereafter. The 
resurrection of Christ is absolutely fundamental and we 
ought make it our business to appreciate this not only for 
the sake of our spiritual life but for the sake of others with 
whom we live in the world. For to them we are called to 
bear witness to the Resurrection. We need to know how to 
explain Christianity to others, and for this to happen, we 
must appreciate the doctrine of the bodily resurrection from 
the dead — firstly of Christ and then, in him, of those who 
believe in him and who live according to his commands. 

Years ago a prominent Australian politician was asked 
on television whether he was a Christian. He replied that 
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inasmuch as he did not accept the resurrection of Christ he 
would have to regard himself as but a fellow-traveller of 
Christianity. He had, as we say, hit the nail on the head. 
Our Gospel today presents us with the historical record of 
what Christ was doing during his public ministry (Luke 
8:1-3). However, we do not believe in a Christ of the past 
who merely bequeathed a teaching, a memory, an example, 
or even a revelation. Jesus Christ is not like Buddha, 
Zoroaster or Mahomet. He lives now in his body, but 
glorified. He offers to us union with himself by means of 
grace, bestowed by means of the Sacraments and in the 
ministr and preaching of the Church. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 6:13-16; Psalm 100: lb-2, 

3, 

4, 5; Luke 8:4-15 

While a large crowd was gathering and people were 
coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 
A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering 
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the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and 
the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell on rock, and when it 
came up, the plants withered because they had no 
moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 
with it and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good 
soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more 
than was sown. When he said this, he called out, He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear. His disciples asked him 
what this parable meant. He said, The knowledge of the 
secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to 
others I speak in parables, so that, ‘though seeing, they 
may not see; though hearing, they may not understand. ’ 
This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of 
God. Those along the path are the ones who hear, and 
then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. Those 
on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy 
when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a 
while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed 
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that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as 
they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, 
riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed 
on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a 
crop. (Luke 8:4-15) 

Good Soil During his public ministry our Lord had 
crowds follow him, undoubtedly for various reasons, with 
various interests, and with various levels of commitment. 
Our Lord asked that they follow him for the right reasons. 
We remember how our Lord fed the thousands with just a 
few loaves and a couple of fish, and that afterwards they 
hurriedly searched for him. But they did this, Our Lord 
told them, simply because they had been fed with earthly 
food and they were seeking more of the same (John 6:26). 
What our Lord wanted of them was that they seek the true 
food from heaven, the food he alone could give them 
(6:27). That food was himself come down from heaven to 
give life to the world. What he had especially come to give 
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was not the earthly bread he had given them the day before, 
which was but a sign of the true Bread from heaven. The 
point is that their dispositions and basic motivations were 
gravely wanting. This became evident on certain great 
occasions. One such occasion was directly associated with 
the event just mentioned — soon after the feeding of the 
crowds, as reported by the Evangelist John. It was then 
that he publicly taught the doctrine of the Eucharist, in the 
synagogue of Capernaum. Very many of his disciples left 
him when they heard him say that it would be necessary to 
eat his flesh and to drink his blood (John 6:66). They had 
been following him as his disciples, but what were their 
basic dispositions and motivations? When a great test-case 
came, the acceptance of the word of Jesus Christ on the 
necessity of the Eucharist, they were found to be wanting. 
When those disciples left, our Lord turned to the Twelve 
and asked them if they were going too. fie then said that 
though he himself had chosen them, one of them was a 
devil (6:70). His dispositions and motivations for being in 
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our Lord’s company were profoundly at fault. The 
disposition that our Lord sought was one of total 
acceptance and dedication to his Person and teaching. On 
one occasion when the crowds were following our Lord, he 
turned to them and told them that if anyone wished to be 
his disciple he would have to deny himself and take up his 
cross every day and follow him. Our Lord was stressing 
the need for right dispositions. 

In our Gospel today (Luke 8:4-15) our Lord tells his 
parable of the Sower going out to sow his seed. It is 
evident from our Lord’s explanation to his disciples that, 
while the power of the seed is shown, the primary focus of 
the story is on the kind of ground the seed falls into. It is a 
parable about the different kinds of persons who hear the 
word which our Lord proclaims, and the factors that negate 
or favour the power of the seed to produce the harvest. In 
broad strokes, our Lord describes those from whom the 
Devil takes away the word that has come to their hearts. 
The seed that falls on the path is subject to this influence of 
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the Devil, who like the birds of the air, takes the seed 
away. As mentioned above, the Gospel of St John refers to 
the intervention of the Devil in the life of Judas. Our Lord 
may also have been including Judas in the category of 
person who is like the pathway on which the seed has 
fallen. Then there are those whose interest in the word is 
brief without depth: they are the seed on the rock. It has no 
little real root. We may say that the problems here arise 
from with the person himself. Once there is difficulty, that 
is the end of it: “They believe for a while, but in the time of 
testing they fall away.” Then there are those whose interest 
in Christ and his word is choked to death by their other 
interests — “they are choked by life's worries, riches and 
pleasures, and they do not mature. They are like the seed 
that fell among thorns.” Broadly, then, we have the Devil, 
the flesh (or the weakness of the Self), and the world (with 
its attractions, worries and pressures), all conspiring to 
negate the power of the word in the life of the one on 
whom it has fallen. But the basic problem is personal 
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disposition, motivation and attitude. Then there are those 
who are like rich soil. They are generous and good and 
embrace the word that has come to them. They bear fruit 
through perseverance. There immediately comes to mind 
the figure of our Lady whose obedience to the word was 
total. She persevered unfailingly, and the harvest of 
holiness in her heart was immense beyond imagining. 
Following in her train with her, are numerous others of 
Christ's faithful down the ages. 

Let us resolve to take our stand with Christ, with a 
generous response to his word. Let us determine, relying 
on the power of divine grace, to be persevering in the 
fulfilment of his will. He wants those who will accompany 
him to the Cross, as did his mother. Many others have 
done this with her. Let us resolve to be among them. 
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Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:12, 17-20; Psalm 54:3-6 
and 8; James 3:16-4:3; Mark 9:30-37 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. 
Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 
because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, 



3028 


The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of 
men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise. 
But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid 
to ask him about it. They came to Capernaum. When he 
was in the house, he asked them, What were you arguing 
about on the road? But they kept quiet because on the way 
they had argued about who was the greatest. Sitting down, 
Jesus called the Twelve and said, If anyone wants to be 
first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all. He 
took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking 
him in his arms, he said to them, Whoever welcomes one of 
these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent 
me. (Mark 9:30-37) 

Social Justice Consider our scene: Christ holds the 
child and tells his disciples that welcoming such a child is 
to welcome him. Let the child stand for all who are 
defenceless before injustice. Years ago I was told that the 
motto of the then Archbishop of New York (Cardinal John 
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O’Connor) was that “There can be no love without 
justice”: a very good statement indeed. One of the things it 
suggests is that in talking of Christian love, one must begin 
with respect for rights. It is not hard to forget that the 
primary obligation to others is to accord them their rights, 
and respect for their rights is something they may 
legitimately demand. In general we may describe justice as 
the granting to another what is due to him or her by right. 
Of course, the best support for justice is love, but love 
ought focus in the first instance on respecting people’s 
rights. The respect for rights will build up love. It can be 
precisely this virtue of justice which is lacking between 
people who love one another. For instance, spouses who 
love one another can forget certain rights the other has. A 
husband can be unjust to his wife, and vice versa. A 
brother can be unjust to another brother or sister, and vice 
versa. Children can be unjust to their parents, and vice 
versa. This disregard for rights can and will gradually lead 
to the breakdown of love, and it is a primary reason for the 
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collapse of love in families. There can be no love without 
justice, and there can be no exercise of Christian love in the 
everyday life of the Christian in the world, if he does not 
try to be just to others. The characteristic milieu of the life 
of the lay member of the Church is the world — the world 
of his family, workplace, friends and the secular 
community. His vocation in the world as a servant and 
member of Christ is therefore to try to make the world 
around him the kind of milieu God wants it to be. God 
wants it to be marked by love, for this is the very life of 
God. The first focus of love ought be the observance of 
rights. To do this it is imperative that the lay faithful try to 
gain an understanding of the Church’s social justice 
teaching so as to be able to work for justice according to 
the mind of Christ. For instance, if all a Catholic reads is 
the newspapers and the media around him, he will probably 
make his own the notions of social justice championed by 
the secular, non-religious, and often anti-Catholic, anti- 
Christian media. Many high profile people promote causes 
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which they think are a matter of justice when they are in 
fact an injustice. Their mistaken views will profoundly 
influence a Catholic who does not make it his business to 
know the Church’s teaching. 

In fact, there is a great deal of practical social justice 
teaching that has come from the Church. For instance, 
some in the media have claimed that it is an injustice to 
those suffering various debilities to prohibit research and 
experimentation on the stem cells of human embryos. If 
we do not know the Church’s social justice teaching when 
exposed to this, we might slip into thinking this ourselves. 
We need to know that the Church points out that to engage 
in embryonic stem cell research is a grave injustice to the 
human embryo because this procedure destroys or gravely 
harms the embryo. The path to take is to use, rather, adult 
stem cells. We must not do things that are unjust to one 
person, no matter how vulnerable, in order to show our 
loving concern for someone else. Doing evil is not the way 
to do good. There is no love without justice. I mention 
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this instance of justice simply to emphasize the importance 
not only of practising justice, but of a correct notion of 
what is just. We must practise justice with a mind formed 
by Christ and his teaching, which comes to us in the 
teaching of his Church. Being just in this sense is a 
commitment which ought flow from love — just as God is 
a just God and his justice flows from his love. Our 
Christian love, our love for Christ, ought prompt us to be 
very sensitive to justice being done. Another area which 
affects the human being at a profound level is his culture. 
His culture is the shape and make-up of his mind and heart, 
expressed in and nourished by his language, educational 
background, values, preferences, his history and the history 
of his people. In a spirit of justice we ought respect the 
culture of people and try to see the good and strong points 
in that culture. Their culture may be very different from 
our own, but if we aspire to live an authentic and generous 
Christian life following closely in the footsteps of our 
Lord, we should respect the culture of others — provided it 
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does not include violations of morality. There are cultures 
that sanction the violation of natural morality in this or that 
point, and respect for the culture of a person or society 
does not mean accepting or supporting that which, by the 
standards of objective morality, is wrong and therefore 
unjust. Such matters ought be the subject of ongoing 
dialogue and, if necessary, firm prohibition. But it does 
mean transcending our mere tastes, just as Christ himself is 
accepting and appreciative of all, of whatever culture. 

In our Gospel passage today (Mark 9:30-37) our Lord 
tells his disciples that whoever receives a child in his name 
welcomes him. That is to say — as our Lord affirms in 
Matthew 25, when describing the Last Judgment — that 
whatever we do to the least person, our Lord regards as 
done to him. This thought ought impel us to show 
Christian love to all by being very just. Every year the 
Church celebrates a Sunday devoted to Social Justice. One 
great event in this respect was the long-discussed address 
to the Australian Aborigines by Saint John Paul II in 1986 
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at Alice Springs. In it he expressed the Church’s profound 
appreciation of all cultures. Let us ever renew our 
commitment to be just, and to make Christian love, our 
love for Christ and the least of his brothers, the driving 
force behind our justice. There can be no love without 
justice. 
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Monday of the Twenty-fifth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 1:1-6; Psalm 125; 

Luke 8:16-18 

No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it 
under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those 
who come in can see the light. For there is nothing hidden 
that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will 
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not be known or brought out into the open. Therefore 
consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be 
given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he 
has will be taken from him. " (Luke 8:16-18) 

Take Care! The accounts of our Lord’s public 
ministry are clear — our Lord did many spectacular things 
which were all of immense service for good. He healed the 
sick, he raised the dead, he cast out evil spirits, he fed vast 
crowds with a few loaves, he walked across the turbulent 
waters to reach his disciples, he calmed the storm at a 
word. He reduced his opponents to silence in public 
debate, and by his goodness and personal authority won the 
adulation of the crowds. He was one person who in an 
absolute and superlative sense could do no wrong. Even 
the devils addressed him as the Holy One of God. At the 
same time, he unceasingly taught his exalted doctrine 
which at times left his audience thunderstruck: “You have 
heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and 
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies 
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and pray for those who persecute you’” (Matthew 5:43-44). 
He declared publicly, in the very Synagogue, that people 
would have to eat his flesh and drink his blood if they were 
to live, and if they did this they would have eternal life 
(John 6:53-55). He stated, deliberately and without 
warning, and in the presence of his critics and enemies, that 
“before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58), and that he was 
in the Father and that the Father was in him (John 10:38). 
He always did what pleased the Father, he declared (John 
8:29). Pilate could see that the religious authorities were 
filled with envy towards him, and that this was behind their 
determination to have him put to death. Then at the end of 
it all, he died on the Cross with only a few followers 
nearby. It seemed that this is what it all suddenly came to. 
Of course, things changed after his Resurrection and 
Ascension, but to say the least, the people as a body did not 
become his disciples. Christ’s mission was to the House of 
Israel, and when it was all over he did not have much to 
show for it. Our question here is, given all that has just 
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been said, what went wrong? The Gospel today (Luke 
8:16-18) gives us at least an important part of the answer to 
this question, and it is one that we must take to heart. 
“Take care, then, how you hear. To anyone who has, more 
will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he 
seems to have will be taken away.” The crowds took no 
care how they heard the word of God. They were not 
hearing with the dispositions of heart that are necessary, 
and as a result, in their case little came of the preaching 
and ministry to them by the Son of God himself. 

In our daily living of the Christian life we must keep 
alive in our hearts a profound reverence for the word of 
God and take it to heart. Our Lady is our most exalted 
example of this. We are informed that she treasured in her 
heart all that God did and said, pondering on its meaning 
(Luke 2:19). She held fast to the word of God in faith and 
with total perseverance. We remember our Lord’s parable 
of the Sower going out to sow. Some seed fell on the edge 
of the path, others on patches of rock, others among the 
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thorns. Some seed fell on “rich soil and produced their 
crop, some a hundred-fold, some sixty, some thirty.” The 
seed that fell on rich soil “is the man who hears the word 
and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest” 
(Matthew 13:1-23). Mary the mother of Jesus is the 
greatest embodiment of the rich soil of that parable, and 
within her a stupendous harvest was produced. People’s 
gifts vary one from the other, but all of us have some gifts 
from God and by means of these gifts of nature and grace 
we are able to give our response to God and his word. So 
we must take care how we hear this word as it comes to us 
in the Church’s Tradition and in the Church's great Book, 
the Scriptures. Let us take care! Let us hear with care! 
Let us heed the word that is so available to us, and which, 
as we see in the person of Mary the Mother of God, is so 
powerful in what it can produce in us. In what manner are 
we to hear the word of Jesus Christ? We must hear as 
those who intend, in love, to believe the word and to obey 
it. As our Lord said on another occasion, “it is not those 
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who say to me Lord, Lord, who will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but those who do the will of my Farther in heaven” 
(Matthew 7:21). Holiness is the constant readiness to do 
God’s will. With this disposition we shall hear aright and 
accompany the hearing with a readiness to persevere. Our 
Lord warns that it is only the truly rich who will enter the 
kingdom of heaven: “Whoever has will be given more; 
whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be 
taken from him.” That is to say, it is only the truly rich, 
those who are rich in God's sight. We have to get rich as 
Mary the Mother of Christ, as the holy ones of Scripture 
and the Church’s history got rich in God’s sight. The path 
to this richness was poverty of spirit, a detachment from all 
that might distract them from hearing the word of God and 
putting it into practice. 

So let us take care how we hear Christ as he speaks to 
us. He speaks to us within the life and ministry of his 
Church which is his body and of which he is the head. Let 
us hold fast to this teaching of God the Son made man, 
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which is the teaching of our Catholic Faith, and with a 
spirit of perseverance, resolve to put its detail into practice. 
As our Lord warns: “Therefore consider carefully how you 
listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.” 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-fifth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Psalm 122:1- 
2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Luke 8:19-21 

The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to him but 
were unable to join him because of the crowd. He was 
told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside 
and they wish to see you. ” He said to them in reply, “My 
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mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and act on it. ” (Luke 8:19-21) 

Hear and Obey There are many great books in the 
world. Among the volumes in my possession there is one 
that contains the complete works of Aristotle. I wish I had 
the time to work through it carefully and with reflection. 
His philosophical work in Metaphysics and in Ethics is 
timeless for its depth and acute analysis. But when all is 
said and done, the greatest depth of thought in terms of 
man’s nature and end, and that of the universe, is (of 
course) expressed in the Sacred Scriptures. Further, it is 
marked by great simplicity, which is not to be said of 
Aristotle. This simplicity and depth applies most of all, of 
course, to the teaching of Jesus Christ. Consider our 
Gospel scene today: our Lord's mother and brethren arrived 
and wanted to see him. Christ’s response to the news 
offers yet another example of the simplicity and depth of 
his teaching. He puts profound teaching — points which 
are of decisive importance for the entire direction of a 
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person’s life — into simple and utterly accessible 
language. "My mother and my brothers are those who hear 
the word of God and act on it." His words also set forth in a 
wonderful one-liner what is uppermost in his mind and at 
the heart and soul of his revelation. Those who are closest 
to him, those who have most claim on his heart, those who 
most share his life, those who are foremost in the kingdom 
of God, are those “who hear the word of God and act on it” 
(Luke 8:19-21). There is nothing more important than this, 
in the mind of Christ. Perhaps this brief response of our 
Lord served as a summary of what he had been teaching 
his disciples just then. It certainly summarizes what he 
taught at great length through equally simple means, his 
parables. In the Gospel text of today, this saying comes 
but a few sentences after his great parable of the Sower 
sowing his seed. The climax of that parable is the seed 
falling on the good soil and bearing a harvest. That soil is 
the one who receives the word of God and bears its fruit 
through perseverance. Such a person, our Lord informs us 
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in our passage today, he counts to be his brother, sister and 
mother. 

Mention has been made of the philosopher Aristotle. 
He can be said to represent the entire philosophical 
tradition with its emphasis on analysis and understanding. 
The prophetic tradition which gave voice to, preserved and 
represented divine revelation, emphasized hearing the word 
of God and putting it into practice. This holy tradition 
reached its height in Jesus of Nazareth, the Word of God 
made flesh. The Christian who is formed in the mind of 
the Church will drawn towards Christ’s mention of his 
“mother” among his brethren. His “mother” and brethren 
are those who hear the word of God and keep it. As the 
Church teaches, Christ’s mother is the mother and the 
model of all who hear the word of God and keep it. 
Humanly speaking, it was she, accompanied by her holy 
spouse, Joseph, who first introduced Jesus to the word of 
God in his very infancy. She brought him to the synagogue 
on the Sabbath to hear this word, accompanied by Joseph 
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his foster-father. He, the Incarnate Son of God, had from 
his earliest days before him, in her, the purest and most 
perfect instance of the human response to the word of God. 
He himself in his human nature far outstripped her in all 
that pertained to God, for he was God made man, but we 
cannot adequately imagine the loving admiration he had for 
her. What mattered most to him, as our Gospel text today 
makes clear, was the hearing of God’s word and putting it 
into practice. We remember how the rich young man came 
before him asking what more he needed to do to gain 
eternal life. When in response to our Lord’s answer he said 
that he had kept all God’s commandments from his earliest 
days, our Lord looked on him with love. Our Lord loved 
him because he was good and obeyed God. How much 
more would Christ have loved and admired his own mother 
who, from the beginning of her life, had been sinless and 
filled with grace. She was the embodiment of all that our 
Lord meant to teach in his simple response to those who, in 
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our Gospel today, brought him the news of the arrival of 
his relatives. 

Let us make our Gospel passage today (Luke 8:19-21) 
the programme of our life. Christ is our model, for he 
heard the word of his heavenly Father and put it into 
practice. He said on another occasion that “I always do 
what pleases him.” Next to him, though in holiness far 
below him, was his perfectly sinless mother who has been 
give to us by him to be our mother and our model. Let us 
pray to the all-holy Mary to lead us to be more and more 
like her Son. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-fifth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 9:5-9; Tobit 13:2, 3-4, 7-8; 
Luke 9:1-6 

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave 
them power and authority to drive out all demons and to 
cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom 
of God and to heal the sick. He told them: Take nothing 
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for the journey — no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no 
extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there until you 
leave that town. If people do not welcome you, shake the 
dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony 
against them. So they set out and went from village to 
village, preaching the gospel and healing people 
everywhere. (Luke 9:1-6) 

The Mission There is a certain mind-set which 
understands the practice of the Christian and Catholic faith 
in terms of the fulfilment of a specific set of duties — or 
practices, we might even say. A “good Catholic” is 
understood by some “good Catholics” as one who attends 
Sunday Mass, who approaches the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation with some regularity, who maintains 
practices of prayer, and who endeavours to live a moral life 
as this is normally understood. The Christian life is 
visualized as satisfied with the fulfilment of a range of 
pious practices. Now, a “good Catholic” must indeed do 
all of these things because they are duties which are 
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requirements of the plan of God for our redemption and 
sanctification. If a Catholic attends Sunday Mass but 
infrequently, he is failing very seriously in his life with 
Christ, for the observance of the Sabbath day by attendance 
at Sunday Mass is a major spiritual duty. If he is not taking 
advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation with some 
regularity when this is possible, he is exposing himself to 
the presence and the hold of unforgiven sin. He simply 
must have a daily schedule of prayer if his devotion to God 
is to grow. Spiritual growth is impossible if there is no 
regular pattern of prayer. However, there is an essential 
component of life with Christ that is not mentioned among 
these duties, and any “practising Catholic” ought review 
his or her life carefully in view of it. He may discover that 
he is not only overlooking it, but is quite uninterested in it. 
It is suggested by our Gospel of today (Luke 9:1-6). What 
was our Lord doing, and what was he drawing the Twelve 
into doing? Our Lord and his disciples did not simply 
spend time at prayer in the Temple or synagogue. They 
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were engaged in an active apostolic mission. Our Gospel 
scene describes how the disciples “set out and went from 
village to village proclaiming the Good News and curing 
diseases everywhere” (Luke 9:1-6). It illustrates the 
teaching of the Church that an essential component of the 
spiritual life of the Christian is his participation in the 
apostolic mission of Christ and his Church. That is the cue 
for every member of the Church, including the lay faithful. 
The mission of the lay member of Christ’s faithful is to 
serve Christ where he or she has been placed in life by 
virtue of vocation and circumstances. 

The natural milieu of the lay faithful is the world. 
This is the first, though not the only, arena of his or her 
work in life, be it at home or in the workplace, or 
wherever. It is, therefore, especially in the world that he is 
called to be apostolic — which is to say, to bear witness to 
the Person and teaching of Jesus Christ in ways that are 
discreet, effective, respectful, courageous and at times 
absolutely forthright. This is done through word, example, 
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professional work and voluntary initiatives wherever this is 
possible and appropriate. The witness of the lay faithful is 
essential to the Church’s presence in the world. As he 
thinks of today’s Gospel scene, let each member of the 
Church ask himself or herself. What have I done for Christ 
to this point? What am I doing for him? What will I do for 
him? The Carmelite nun secluded in her monastery, such 
as St Therese of Lisieux, is also called to be apostolic but 
through her life of contemplative prayer. By the decision 
of the Church, St Therese is a patroness of the foreign 
missions — she prayed and did penance for the work of the 
Church in the foreign missions. We are all called to be 
missionary and apostolic, but each according to the 
circumstances of his or her vocation. The sad fact is that 
so very many members of the Church leave the apostolate 
to “the Twelve”, we might say. That is to say, they leave it 
to the Bishops, the priests, the consecrated religious, to 
others who have formally dedicated themselves, by virtue 
of their consecrated calling, to the service of the Church 
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and to the apostolate in a public way. They leave it to the 
“professionals” of Christ’s apostolate. But part of the role 
of these “professionals” is to bear witness by their 
apostolic activity to the call that all members of the Church 
have received to participate in the mission of Christ and his 
Church. Indeed, the work of the ordained priest is very 
much to equip the lay faithful in their work of bearing 
witness to Jesus Christ in the midst of the secular world. It 
is in the lay faithful that Christ and his Church are present 
daily and everywhere in the world. It is in this way that the 
world is evangelized from within. As a matter of fact, 
there are numerous laity who are not only doing this in the 
world, but bearing much of the burden of parish life 
shoulder-to-shoulder with their pastors. They are a 
summons to all the lay faithful to become a great giant for 
Jesus Christ, a giant that has been roused from sleep to go 
forth into the fray for the Lord and his work. 

Let us place ourselves in today’s Gospel scene and 
hear the call of Christ to join him in what he is doing. 
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“When Jesus had called the Twelve together, ... he sent 
them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the 
sick.” St Paul writes that from before the foundation of the 
world, God chose us in Christ. Christ calls us by name, 
just as he called his disciples, to join him in his mission. 
When the rich young man approached our Lord to ask what 
more he must do, our Lord invited him to leave all and to 
follow him. He would have joined our Lord in his mission. 
Let us hear that call every day. It is a call to mission — 
having heard the call, let us act every day according to it. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-fifth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Haggai 1:1-8; Psalm 149:1 b-6a and 
9b; Luke 9:7-9 

Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was 
going on. And he was perplexed, because some were 
saying that John had been raised from the dead, others that 
Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the 
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prophets of long ago had come back to life. But Herod 
said, I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things 
about? And he was eager to see him. (Luke 9:7-9) 

Seeing Jesus Our Lord’s fame was spreading, and 
Herod the tetrarch began to hear about him. Various 
opinions were being expressed. He was said to be a 
prophet, indeed a great prophet — even John the Baptist 
back again, or perhaps the great Elijah, or one of the other 
ancient prophets now back from the dead. We remember 
the conversation between our Lord and his closest 
disciples, the Twelve, in which he asked them what were 
people saying of him (Matthew 16:13-14). The answer 
they gave was much the same as the answer Herod was 
given by those who reported to him. St Luke tells us in 
today's passage that “Herod the tetrarch heard about all that 
was going on. And he was perplexed.” We remember that 
he had also been perplexed by John the Baptist whom he 
had arrested. He stood in awe of John, and because of this, 
he had liked to listen to him — that is, before his terrible 
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and precipitate execution of the holy prophet. So, we read, 
“Herod said, I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear 
such things about? And he was eager to see him” (Luke 
9:7-9). Herod was curious and wanted to set eyes on Jesus. 
In fact, many were curious, and large numbers wanted to 
see Jesus. But this was not sufficient for our Lord, because 
he was looking for the readiness to repent, to believe and 
accept his word wholeheartedly. When Herod finally did 
see Jesus — during our Lord’s Passion — our Lord would 
not even speak to him. But we read how certain others did 
want to see Jesus with the right dispositions. At the 
beginning of Christ’s public ministry, John the Baptist 
pointed Jesus out to two of his disciples and they 
immediately followed him. They wanted to see him, and 
when our Lord turned and asked them what they wanted, 
they asked where he lived. They were saying that they 
wished thenceforth to be his disciples and to live in his 
company. He promptly invited them to come and see 
where he stayed. We remember how when our Lord was 
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entering Jericho, Zacchaeus ran ahead and climbed the 
sycamore tree. He wanted to see Jesus. Our Lord stopped 
and looked up at him and cordially invited him to come 
down because he was going to dine at his house that day. 
Zacchaeus underwent a great conversion. Zacchaeus 
wanted to “see Jesus,” and with the right attitude. He was 
prepared to repent and believe. 

Humanly speaking, at the very least our Lord is one of 
the most prominent figures in world history. He attracts 
the attention of historians and students of the religions of 
the world. In the broad sense of the word, many people 
want “to see Jesus.” But our Lord did not come among us 
merely to attract man’s curiosity and be the object of a 
general fascination. Were he to appear in visible form 
somewhere in the world, doubtlessly very many would 
want to “see” Jesus — and many out of mere fascination or 
curiosity. But Christ came to call us to conversion from sin 
and to a share in his divine life that comes from union with 
him. He asks from us the full gift of our hearts, the love 
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that is due to God. He asks that we love him with all our 
mind, all our heart and all our strength. The test of this 
total love will be the readiness which we have to accept his 
word in its fulness and to follow him along the path of the 
cross. On one occasion, great crowds were following him. 
But our Lord had no illusions about this. He turned to 
those crowds and told them that if anyone wanted to be his 
disciple, that person would have to take up his cross every 
day and follow in his footsteps. To those who have an 
interest in “seeing” Jesus, our Lord says that “to see” of 
itself is inadequate. There must also be the desire to 
believe, to love and to follow him to the very end. In our 
day, in secondary and tertiary institutions, the study of 
religion has come into its own. But the danger is that 
“studies in religion” will be approached not with the desire 
to seek and find the truth in religion and then to live by it, 
but simply to observe, simply “to see” — including “to see 
Jesus” — and to be little more than a detached and 
analytical observer. Not long before our Lord’s saving 
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Passion and Death, there were “certain Greeks, among 
those who had come up to worship at the feast, who 
approached Philip, the man from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
made a request of him. Sir, they said, we desire to see 
Jesus” (John 12:20-21). When Andrew and Philip went 
and told Jesus, Jesus was happy — these Greeks must have 
had the right attitude. We must desire to see Jesus, but as 
persons who wish to be his ardent disciples. The ultimate 
joy for Christ's true disciples will be finally "to see" him 
face to face in heaven. 

Let us in prayer place ourselves every day in the 
presence of Jesus our Lord and contemplate him especially 
in the Gospel scenes. Let us place ourselves in his 
company, “seeing” him with the eyes of our hearts, and 
with a lively faith. Let us be constantly contemplating our 
Lord, as contemplatives in action — the action of every 
day’s service of Jesus Christ. Let us then yearn to see him 
every day, and finally when he comes to take us to himself. 
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Friday of the Twenty-fifth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Haggai 2:1-9; Psalm 43:1, 2, 3, 4; 

Luke 9:18-22 

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his 
disciples were with him, he asked them, Who do the crowds 
say I am? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; others 
say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long 
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ago has come back to life. But what about you? he asked. 
Who do you say I am? Peter answered, The Christ of God. 
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And 
he said, The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, 
and he must be put to death and on the third day be raised 
to life. (Luke 9:18-22) 

The Divine Plan Setting aside the fact of Christ’s 
divinity and therefore of his surpassing insight and 
knowledge, and viewing him as one might observe a mere 
man, to say the least he was a person of tremendous 
originality. To begin with, he claimed to be the Messiah 
— no other of the canonized major or minor prophets had 
dared to do this. John the Baptist, the last of them and one 
whom the people counted as a prophet, openly denied he 
was the Messiah. John’s glory was to have had revealed to 
him who the Messiah actually was. From the beginning — 
from our Lord’s first appearance while still virtually 
unknown — he received the sanction of John the Baptist. 
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Still, Jesus himself claimed the title without the slightest 
doubt, and this from the beginning. When the Baptist’s 
two disciples (at John’s own prompting) followed Jesus 
and “stayed with him that day,” they came away knowing 
that he was the Messiah. Andrew told his brother Simon 
that “we have found the Messiah” (John 1:41). Obviously, 
in some sense Jesus had told this to them during their stay 
with him. When Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus, 
Nathanael said, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are 
the King of Israel!” (John 1:49). Christ accepted this 
profession of faith: it was an acknowledgment that he was 
the Messiah (and even more). When Christ spoke to the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well, he told her that he was 
the Messiah: “I who speak to you am he” (John 4:26). 
When, having cured the man born blind, Jesus found the 
man again, he asked him: “do you believe in the Son of 
man?” Our Lord was asking him if, were he to see the 
Messiah, he would accept and believe in him. “Where is 
he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said: “You have 
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seen him, And it is he who speaks to you.” With that, the 
man stated, “Lord, I believe.” This is the first and most 
obvious feature of Christ’s originality when he is set within 
the context of the prophets and great persons of Holy 
Scripture before him: he claimed what they would not dare 
to claim. I am the promised Messiah. Of course, Christ 
did this very discreetly and rarely in public. This was 
because the very word “Messiah” had acquired political 
and temporal connotations. When Christ fed the 
multitudes with five loaves and two fish, the people saw 
that “this indeed is the prophet who is to come into the 
world” — and they were about to take him by force and 
make him king (John 6:14). Our Lord would have nothing 
to do with such misconceptions. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 9:18- 
22). It is to be noticed that Luke’s account of this pivotal 
conversation is quite similar to that of Mark (8:27-30), 
though there are a couple of differences in detail. For 
instance, Mark gives the location (in the area of Caesarea 
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Philippi), while Luke does not. In Mark, Peter answers, 
“You are the Christ” (8:29), while Luke has it as “the 
Christ of God” (9:20). Matthew gives us the location — it 
is the same as in Mark, Caesarea Philippi (16:13) — but he 
gives us much more of the conversation, and it is revealed 
as having been more momentous still. It contained Christ’s 
revelation about the founding of the Church and Simon 
Peter’s unique role in it (16:17-19). It also gives us a fuller 
statement of Peter’s response to our Lord’s question. Peter 
says, “You are the Christ,” but adds, “the Son of the living 
God” (16:16). All of this is a further matter. What 
concerns us here is Luke’s passage, and it is yet another 
instance of Christ’s claim to be the promised Messiah. But 
the originality of his claim — if we may so call it without 
disrespect — is further revealed. He is a Messiah who is 
destined by the plan of God to suffer and to die and then 
rise again. Whoever heard of such a thing? Of course, 
Christ himself repeatedly instructed his disciples that this 
was the true meaning and fulfilment of the prophecies, but 
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they simply could not catch on. As we say colloquially, 
they never did get it. It took the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
and the reading of the prophecies in light of the actual 
event of Christ’s death and resurrection, together with their 
recollection of his instructions both before and after his 
resurrection, to see that the prophecies had been pointing to 
this Man Jesus. For practical purposes, no-one, it seems, 
expected the Messiah to be like the Suffering Servant so 
limpidly portrayed in the Book of Isaiah. In an age such as 
ours which puts such a high premium on originality of 
thought, Jesus Christ ought at least be accorded the 
accolade for originality in his assumption of the title of 
Messiah, and of a Messiah so unexpected in destiny and 
role. He presented himself as the fulfilment of the 
Scriptures in a way original and perfect. To this day, the 
Jewish people expect a Messiah, but broadly it is still a 
Messiah who is of the kind which was expected at the time 
of Christ. He will come to establish God’s kingdom, a 
kingdom of temporal perfection, and the renewed Israel 
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with its Temple will be at its centre. Further, it seems that, 
generally speaking, the Messiah will be an ordinary man. 

I am touching on but one or two of the unique features 
of the revelation vouchsafed by Jesus Christ the Son of 
God made man. There is much more to this surpassing 
revelation. It includes the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
the Atonement for mankind’s sin, the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity, the establishment of the Church, and many other 
matters involving divine mysteries. Our passage today 
from St Luke expresses Christ’s claim to be the promised 
Messiah, the perception of this fact by his closest disciples, 
and the revelation of the altogether surprising way in which 
his mission as Messiah would be fulfilled — through his 
sufferings, his death and his resurrection. It is a 
stupendous mystery and a remarkable dispensation from on 
high. Let us ever preserve in us a holy wonder for the 
divine plan which from all eternity has been in the mind of 
God, and is now revealed. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-fifth Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8; Psalm 90:3-4, 
5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; Luke 9:43b-45 

While they were all amazed at his every deed, Jesus 
said to his disciples, “Pay attention to what I am telling 
you. The Son of Man is to be handed over to men. ” But 
they did not understand this saying; its meaning was 
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hidden from them so that they should not understand it, 
and they were afraid to ask him about this saying. (Luke 
9:43b-45) 

The Cross The Gospels make it clear that our Lord 
repeatedly referred to his coming Passion when instructing 
his disciples. He asked them to pay great attention to what 
he was saying: “Pay attention to what I am telling you. 
The Son of Man is to be handed over to men” (Luke 9:43b- 
45). It was a very distinctive doctrine. It would be an 
interesting study to investigate the place of suffering and 
death in the thought of the great originators of ideas, of 
philosophies and of religions in the history of the world. I 
do not think that many great figures could be found who 
foresaw and then understood sufferings and a terrible death 
to be the crowning moment of life. For Christ, it was by 
means of his sufferings and death that his special mission 
of renewing the world would be achieved. It was precisely 
in and by his suffering and death that the sin of the world 
was to be expiated. Our Lord not only insisted on the 
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divinely arranged place of the Cross in his life and his 
mission, but he insisted on it in the life of anyone who 
wishes to be his disciple. It goes utterly against all that 
man naturally thinks, and in itself it is a mystery how 
suffering and death could be such a positive thing in the 
scheme of things. It is a spectacularly new notion in the 
history of ideas and religion. With good reason then, do 
we read how the disciples “did not understand this saying, 
its meaning was hidden from them so that they should not 
understand it.” But it is essential that the Christian 
penetrate into this mystery and embrace the doctrine of the 
cross. 

So then, we who aspire to follow Jesus closely must 
pray for the grace to appreciate this doctrine. Our Lord’s 
crowning moment in life was when he was “handed over to 
men.” It was then that he suffered the most catastrophic of 
reversals in a worldly sense, and it was then that his 
effectiveness reached its true climax. If Christ went 
forward along that path, the Christian who takes Jesus for 
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his Master must regard this as, in some sense, his path too. 
He accompanies the Master along the path of the Cross. It 
is the hardest of lessons to learn in practice and requires the 
action of grace. It means putting on the mind of Christ and 
putting away the mind of the world, a mind which Satan is 
very adept at making use of. We remember how when 
Simon Peter urged upon our Lord that he not look to 
terrible sufferings and death as his necessary path, our Lord 
openly and sternly rebuked him as speaking according to 
man’s way. In doing that he was taking the path of Satan. 
Christ addressed him as “Satan.” So then, let us in our 
prayer accompany our Lord especially into his Passion. 
Many saints and holy theologians have pointed out that the 
Passion of Christ contains the greatest of Christian lessons, 
indeed all of them. We must learn to love our Lord by 
contemplating him especially in his Passion. We must 
learn to be with our Lord to the end by contemplating him 
especially in his Passion. It is love and compassion for the 
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Master especially in his Passion that will gradually enable 
us, too, to embrace the Cross together with him. 

Let us spend much time with our Lord in all his 
references to his coming Passion, and especially 
contemplating him during his Passion. As we do, let us ask 
for the grace to embrace the Cross with something of his 
mind, as well as the grace to carry this Cross during our 
everyday life. As with the Master himself, so too with us 
will the Cross be full of fruit. 
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Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dn 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 11:25-29; Psalm 19:8, 10, 

12-13,14; James 5:1-6; Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
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At that time, John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw 
someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried to 
prevent him because he does not follow us. ” Jesus replied, 
“Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a 
mighty deed in my name who can at the same time speak ill 
of me. For whoever is not against us is for us. Anyone 
who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong 
to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his 
reward. “Whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great 
millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown 
into the sea. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 
better for you to enter into life maimed than with two hands 
to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire. And if 
your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to 
enter into life crippled than with two feet to be thrown into 
Gehenna. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. 
Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one 
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where 
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‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 
(Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48) 

Solidarity in Christ Our Lord’s teaching in 

today’s Gospel passage surely reminds us of the 
fundamental importance of human solidarity. “Do not stop 
him ... Whoever is not against us is for us” (Mark 9:38- 
39). Solidarity is an eminently Christian and human virtue, 
prompting us to share our material and spiritual goods with 
our fellow man and to work with him where possible. We 
often encounter a spirit of solidarity among people. It may 
be in a well-knit family in which all its members are 
interested in one another and want to help one another. 
They regularly keep in touch and love to hear from one 
another. In all too many cases there is not much solidarity 
within families. Again, we might observe a strong spirit of 
solidarity among members of a trade union. Once there 
was on television an interview with some retired waterfront 
workers who spoke about their work many decades before, 
during the Great Depression, and how hard it was. What 
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made all the difference to their difficult life was the bond 
between the workers of their union. This powerful spirit of 
solidarity supported them and helped them through their 
frequent difficult times. Again, it could be the solidarity 
within a military division on the field of battle. I have 
known soldiers who have come to the end of their military 
career and have found it very hard to leave their military 
life because of the tremendous solidarity that they 
experienced with others with whom they served. Solidarity 
is a very admirable human virtue which God clearly means 
man to have. It ought flourish wherever men and women 
work together because all are equal in their humanity — 
provided, of course, their work together is in accord with 
the will of God. Each is just as much a “self’ as the other, 
and deserving of equal respect, appreciation and support. 
Of course, a spirit of solidarity can be a bad thing if it leads 
to evil. There could be a deep spirit of solidarity among 
the members of an extensive community of mafia 
criminals. Others beyond the mafia circle could act in 
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solidarity with it and give it various forms of cooperation 
which might sustain it in its life of crime. I once viewed a 
movie about a terrorist take-over of a passenger plane. 
One thing that was vividly portrayed was the profound 
Islamic solidarity that existed among the terrorists. It 
sustained them in murderous goals that brought terror and 
mayhem to many. 

We see solidarity everywhere in creation. Elephants 
move around in herds, as do buffalo and cattle. Fish swim 
in schools, birds fly in flocks. It is obviously a reflection 
of the Hand from which has come all things. For it has 
been revealed to us that God himself lives in solidarity. In 
his personal life God is not solitary. He is not alone. The 
one and only God is three divine Persons ineffably united 
in unimaginable love and solidarity. The imprint of this is 
to be seen throughout his creation, animate and inanimate, 
but especially in the world of man. Man is born into a 
situation marked by solidarity in his own family, or at least 
that is how all know it should be. He needs to live in 
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solidarity with others in all his walks of life, and his 
happiness will depend in large measure on his living in 
solidarity with others. If he is isolated from others 
normally he will not be happy. He could deteriorate and 
collapse. The one thing which will mar solidarity is the 
action of sin, including original sin. Sin destroys 
solidarity. The Christian above all looks to the example of 
his Master, our Lord Jesus Christ. When God sent his Son 
into the world to take flesh and dwell among us, his Son 
truly became one of us. He entered into solidarity with 
every man and woman in a unique way, taking on himself 
the sin of the whole world and of everyone in it. He 
entered into a profound solidarity with each of us sinners 
even though he himself was without sin. He showed this 
solidarity in numerous ways. He grew up sharing the life 
of ordinary townspeople at Nazareth. At the beginning of 
his public ministry he stepped forward to be baptised by 
John the Baptist. Thus he showed his solidarity with the 
sinful world, even though John would have prevented him 
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if he could — precisely because of his own sinfulness, and 
Christ’s sinlessness. Christ associated with ordinary sinful 
folk and showed them by his words and deeds the mercy of 
God. Finally and most importantly, he suffered death in 
solidarity with the entire human race, and in his death he 
took on himself in solidarity the burden of the sins of the 
world and expiated for them all. Our Gospel today (Mark 
9:38-43, 45, 47-48) shows our Lord giving expression in 
his teaching to solidarity. He refused to condemn or 
restrict the man who was casting out demons in his name. 
He instructed his disciples to assist the needy. The Second 
Vatican Council teaches us that Christ in his humanity 
united himself with every man, and so he is in solidarity 
with each of us too. 

In Jesus Christ we see the face and revelation of the 
Father. We who aspire to be Christ’s disciples have a 
constant example to prompt us to live in solidarity with all 
men, just as did Christ. Of course, we cannot live in 
solidarity with sin, but we must love the sinner and in a 
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spirit of solidarity strive to reclaim him for God and for 
holiness. In our Gospel today, our Lord states that 
“Whoever is not against us is for us.” Let us resolve to be 
united with our Lord in his solidarity with all men and 
women. Putting on the mind of Christ involves living a life 
of Christ-like concern for all others, a solidarity oriented 
towards fulfilling the will of God who is our common 
Father. Let us resolve to practise the solidarity of Christ, 
and to live it out with his mind and heart. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.1939-1942 (Human solidarity) 
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Monday of the Twenty-sixth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that 
you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 8:1-8; Psalm 102:16-21, 

29 and 22-23; Luke 9:46-50 
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An argument started among the disciples as to which 
of them would be the greatest. Jesus, knowing their 
thoughts, took a little child and made him stand beside him. 
Then he said to them, Whoever welcomes this little child in 
my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among 
you all — he is the greatest. Master, said John, we saw a 
man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop 
him, because he is not one of us. Do not stop him, Jesus 
said, for whoever is not against you is for you. (Luke 9:46- 
50) 


Humility The expression, “the top dog,” is one 
that is commonly used. I remember a situation in a room 
where there were two dogs, one being a visitor. The 
visiting dog was patted and made a fuss of, while the dog 
that lived at the house was, for that short period, taken for 
granted and not given much attention. Then suddenly the 
dog that lived there attacked the visiting dog. The reason 
was that the visiting dog was appearing to be the top dog, 



3085 


and the other dog could not bear it. Of course, this is 
common among animals, especially males. One of them 
desires to be the top animal in the herd or group and will 
fight for that position until overcome by a stronger one. 
The drive for supremacy over others of one’s kind is a 
curious phenomenon among many classes of conscious 
things and can be regarded as having many functions. That 
is to say, it can be seen to serve various purposes of benefit 
to the kind. Still, the drive of a dog to be the “top dog” 
when, objectively speaking, that dog (the “top dog”) is not 
the best dog at all, could seem to be some kind of disorder 
— though it is prevalent in the animal kingdom. The 
yearning to be supreme over others when those others are 
very often equal or even superior, could even seem to be a 
symptom of a disorder connected with the constitution of 
the universe. There is something awry. Not too much can 
be, nor need be, made of this until we turn to mankind — 
and then the disorder becomes serious indeed. All through 
history, man has shown himself to be driven by the desire 
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to be, let us put it, “the top dog.” Unless he has learned to 
discipline himself severely, or has learned to do so from 
“the lesson of hard knocks,” man shows himself to be 
intent on gaining position and supremacy over others 
whether he is worthy of it or not. In fact, he is prepared to 
kill in order to make this happen. Were it not for the 
imposition of the rule of law, it would be, (as we say) “the 
law of the jungle” that would prevail — the very pattern, 
just discussed, that we see among animals. As a matter of 
fact, this made its appearance at the dawn of human history 
when the first man and woman fell. God declared to Eve 
that “your desire shall be for your husband and he shall 
lord it over you ” (Genesis 3:16). Then the Lord had regard 
for Abel and his offering, and “Cain was very angry, and 
his countenance fell ... (he) rose up against his brother 
Abel, and killed him” (Genesis 4:5-8). Cain could not bear 
not being the “top dog,” so he killed his brother. 

Manifestly, this is not how it should be. Ordinary 
human reflection can see that while the desire to compete 
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and excel can be wholesome and of service to man, the 
desire for supremacy come what may is a disorder. At the 
beginning of human history, this was the temptation which 
the Serpent set for the Woman. “You will not die,” the 
Serpent said to her. “For God knows that when you eat of 
it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil” — which is to say, being able to 
determine for yourself what is good and evil. So the 
Woman was tempted to be the “top dog.” That prospect 
pleased her. “So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and 
he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened” (Genesis 3:4- 
7). This set the scene for world history, in which 
flourished so much lust for power and defiance of God and 
man. Now, let us ask this: if man is like this, what can be 
said of God? As a matter of fact, we know what God is 
like, and he is not like this. God the Creator and Lord of 
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all revealed himself to his chosen people, and finally 
revealed himself definitively in his divine Son, Jesus 
Christ. Christ said, come to me and learn of me, for I am 
meek and humble of heart. That is what God the Creator is 
like, whatever we may observe of the many disorders that 
have appeared in his creation and especially in the life of 
man. God became man to set things right, and one of the 
things he intended to set right was pride. St Paul writes of 
Jesus Christ that “though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped (as did 
Eve, let us observe), but emptied himself, taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 
2:6-8). God unhesitatingly chooses to take the lower place, 
and even lower still. The traditional view of the 
Incarnation is that it was the divine step to remedy sin. But 
there is another view, proposed by, for instance, Blessed 
John Duns Scotus. It is that God intended the Incarnation 
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from the beginning, prior to the fact of man’s sin. That is, 
he yearned and intended to take the lowly place, a place 
among those made in his image, as One who would share 
their human nature with them. 

At the Last Supper he revealed himself as One who 
washes the feet of his creatures whom he calls to his 
friendship and his service. All of this brings us to our 
Gospel passage today (Luke 9:46-50). Our Lord tells his 
disciples that “Whoever welcomes this little child in my 
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all — 
he is the greatest.” There is no place among Christ’s 
disciples for wanting to be the “top dog.” Let us take to 
heart what St Paul says, “be imitators of God, as beloved 
children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” 
(Ephesians 5:1-2). 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-sixth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that 
you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 


Scripture today : 
Luke 9:51-56 


Zechariah 8:20-23; 


Psalm 86; 
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When the days for Jesus to be taken up were fulfilled, 
he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he 
sent messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a 
Samaritan village to prepare for his reception there, but 
they would not welcome him because the destination of his 
journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples James and 
John saw this they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call 
down fire from heaven to consume them?” Jesus turned 
and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village. 
(Luke 9:51-56) 

The Cross Today we have before us one of the 
very memorable sentences of the Gospels. “When the days 
for Jesus to be taken up were to be fulfilled, he resolutely 
determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he sent 
messengers ahead of him” (Luke 9:51-56). One would 
have thought that the crowning point of our Lord's great 
public ministry would, in his eyes, have been a general or 
even universal acceptance of him as the promised Messiah 
by God’s chosen people. After all, he was ever seeking 
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from his disciples, and from the people in general, a full 
and total faith in him. He asked this faith from all as the 
way to life eternal — a firm belief that for this he had been 
sent by the Father. If people would but believe, he would 
save them — above all from their sins — and would 
receive them into the Kingdom of God. As we look ahead 
from the scene of this Gospel passage, we remember how, 
just before he ascended into heaven, this was exactly what 
he gave his disciples the task of doing. They were to go to 
the whole world and make disciples of all the nations 
(Matthew 28:19). So then, this was indeed what he wanted 
of his public ministry — to make disciples of the entire 
chosen people. He was sent, he said, to the House of 
Israel, and especially to its lost sheep. But here in our 
Gospel passage we have our Lord “resolutely determined 
to journey to Jerusalem” where he would be — so he had 
often told his closest disciples — rejected by the chief 
priests and scribes and put to death. He was, then, resolved 
to take the path that would lead to rejection and death. It 
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was this, paradoxically, which was to be the crowning 
point of his public ministry and indeed of his whole life. 
What had this to do with gaining disciples? What had this 
miserable end, hanging from a cross outside the City, to do 
with winning over the House of Israel? To the best of 
merely humanly-minded observers, this path would have 
seemed strange indeed, and it did seem strange to his 
devoted disciples such as the ardent Simon Peter, the future 
Rock of Christ’s Church. But this is the very paradox of 
the Cross and the unexpected revelation of the wisdom of 
God. God’s ways are not man’s ways, and what seems 
foolishness to the world is the wisdom of God. 

Our Lord came to bear witness to the truth, the truth 
about himself and about the plan of God for man’s 
salvation. It was the will of his heavenly Father that, 
having borne intrepid and unflagging witness before the 
people — a witness involving an unprecedented train of 
miracles, the display of an unparalleled personal holiness, 
and a remarkably authoritative and high teaching, — he 
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bear witness now before the religious leaders and Temple 
aristocracy, who so wanted to do away with him. The 
Father willed that his Son, the Messiah, submit to the 
incalculable suffering that would come from this stand and 
from accepting its consequences. The suffering would be 
incalculable above all because in it the Father would 
burden his divine Son with the sins of the world. Thus 
would he atone for the sins of mankind. Flumanly 
speaking, our Lord could easily have avoided the Passion, 
had he so chosen. Fie had time and again illustrated how 
much above and beyond the power of his enemies he was. 
He defeated them repeatedly in debate, he could easily 
have defeated them if it came to physical force if only 
because of his miraculous power — in the Garden he 
would tell his disciples that at his request his heavenly 
Father would send him twelve legions of angels. Indeed, in 
his Gospel, John informs us that in the Garden when Christ 
told the Temple force that he was the one they were 
looking for, “they drew back and fell to the ground” (John 
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18:6). No one could do away with Christ, unless Christ 
chose to allow it for his own divine purposes. So then, 
here he was in our Gospel scene, resolutely setting his face 
towards Jerusalem where he would bear definitive witness 
to his being the Messiah. There he would declare that he 
was the Son of God, equal to the Father himself at whose 
right side he would come in glory seated on the clouds. He 
was resolutely choosing the path of witnessing to the Truth 
that led to his rejection and death. He is the supreme, the 
surpassing and pre-eminent Martyr. The blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the Church, as Tertullian would 
famously write. This was so in the first instance of the 
Martyr par excellence, Jesus Christ the Redeemer of man. 
For this reason, he set his face resolutely towards 
Jerusalem. 

As we think of our Lord making his way so firmly 
towards his Passion and Death, let us ask the Holy Spirit 
for the grace to enable us to accompany our Lord on his 
way with a share in his fortitude. The Christian’s path is to 
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bear witness to the truth especially when it involves a share 
in the Cross of Christ. When humiliation, rejection, 
disregard, inconvenience and many other discomforting 
consequences flow from following the Master in fulfilling 
our Christian calling, let us learn to last the distance. Let 
us not cut and run as did the Apostles when, as we say, the 
crunch came. The doctrine of the Cross is fundamental to 
Christianity and to the living of the Christian life. Let us 
resolve to accept this doctrine in reality, and not allow it to 
remain just a matter of words and grand theory. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-sixth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nehemiah 2:1-8; Psalm 137:1-6; 

Luke 9: 57-62 
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As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding on their 
journey, someon e said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go. ” Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens and birds 
of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
rest his head. ” And to another he said, “Follow me. ” But 
he replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father. ” But 
he answered him, “Let the dead bury their dead. But you, 
go and proclaim the Kingdom of God. ” And another said, 
“I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my 
family at home. ” Jesus answered him, “No one who sets a 
hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for 
the Kingdom of God. (Luke 9:57-62) 

Following Christ Our Gospel passage today 
presents before us the fundamental issue of the following 
of Jesus Christ wholeheartedly and in the midst of 
difficulties. The Christian religion is not just a matter of 
accepting a body of teaching — though it certainly is this 
because the teaching is a divine revelation. But more 
fundamentally, it is a matter of knowing, accepting, loving 
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and following a Person, the Person of Jesus Christ. 
Because of our faith in and love for this most sacred 
Person, we accept wholeheartedly his teaching. Each of 
the three personages who speak to our Lord in our Gospel 
passage today state that they will follow him (Luke 9:57- 
62), which of course is what our Lord is asking of all men. 
Salvation and the blessings of heaven will come from 
being a disciple of Christ, and the Church’s mission is to 
make disciples of all the nations because it is this which 
will brings the blessings of heaven to all the nations. So 
then, this is what each of the three persons (who surely also 
represent various categories of persons) aspire to be. They 
wish to be Christ’s disciples. But our Lord’s response 
intimates that none of them have the wholehearted resolve 
that our Lord is looking for. This introduces the perennial 
issue of genuine Christian discipleship. Though immense 
numbers do not yet know Christ personally and hence are 
not yet his disciples, very many do know and have known 
him by faith personally. The tragedy has been, and still is, 
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that for so many this personal knowledge by faith has not 
led to wholehearted discipleship. A genuine following of 
our Lord is tested when difficulty arrives, which is to say 
when things have to be given up. It could be personal 
comfort (the first follower in the Gospel passage), or it 
could be the pull of family, friends, acquaintances or even 
society (the second and third followers). Whatever be the 
attachment, the test will be whether Christ has the primacy 
over our hearts and whether our heart is detached from all 
other things. The tremendous challenge ahead of each 
Christian is whether he is going to love Jesus with all his 
heart or with just part of it. The temptation will be to have 
a stake in both, wanting Christ to a point, but also a fair 
piece of the other cake too. This will not do, for as our 
Lord puts it in characteristic Semitic hyperbole: “If any one 
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:25). 
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This is where we must turn to the marvellous doctrine 
of God’s grace that comes to us in the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. This is the Good News. From one point of view, 
Catholicism can be said to be a religion of the grace of 
God. God’s grace transforms us from within. God does 
not plan simply to regard or consider us as holy, in view of 
the merits of his divine Son while we remain in intractable 
sins and sinfulness. No, God plans to make us holy at the 
core of our being by the action of his grace. He plans to 
sanctify us, to make us saints in very truth. He plans to 
transform our ugliness into veritable beauty. Sanctity — 
which consists in union with Jesus, marked by the 
wholehearted love for and following of him in doing the 
Father’s will — is truly possible for us, but by the power of 
God. God truly plans to make us holy. This was man’s 
condition as he came forth from the creating Hand of God 
at the beginning. But man rebelled and sank forthwith into 
a moral morass, deprived of the holiness of his original 
condition. God means this sanctity to be restored, and 
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more abundantly. It will come through union with Jesus 
Christ, achieved by co-operation with the grace of God 
which is his gift. God means to aid us in becoming true 
lovers and disciples of Jesus, which is the key to the 
blessings of heaven. For our part we must put our mind to 
it. We must repent daily of our sins in a life-long process 
of daily conversion. We must ask God’s help to enlighten 
us on our way. We must be ever learning anew and never 
allowing discouragement to set in. We must keep up the 
fight till the very end — and the end comes only at the 
moment when we breathe our last. We can aspire to be the 
kind of disciple Christ wishes us to be and not simply a 
disciple with conditions, such as our three would-be 
disciples of the Gospel today. The ideal for man must be 
discipleship without conditions. For this did God create 
him, and this is the path to the blessings intended for him. 
Let us look to the saints for inspiration and intercession. 
They, led by the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, believed, 
loved and followed without conditions. St Ignatius of 
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Loyola was converted, in part, due to his reading of the 
lives of the saints when convalescing. So was Teresa of 
Avila. The Cure of Ars was continually reading the lives 
of the saints. They followed, and did so totally. 

The saints did it, so can I — through the grace of God. 
Let us pray to holy Mary, the mother of God, that she will 
pray for us now and at the hour of our death to help us to 
surrender to Christ unconditionally. Let us ask Christ our 
merciful Redeemer to flood us with his grace and enable 
each of us to be the disciple he wants us to be. We must 
give all that we are and all that we have to the work. Let us 
be like that poor widow our Lord pointed out to his 
disciples in the Temple. She put in to the treasury all she 
had to live on while the others, the rich, put in only what 
they did not need. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-sixth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that 
you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nehemiah 8:l-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Psalm 
19:8-11; Luke 10:1-12 
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After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 
sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 
where he was about to go. He told them, The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet 
anyone on the road. When you enter a house, first say, 

‘Peace to this house. ’ If a man of peace is there, your 
peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. Stay in 
that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for 
the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 
house to house. When you enter a town and are welcomed, 
eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and 
tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you. ’ But when you 
enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and 
say, ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we 
wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 
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God is near. ’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on that 
day for Sodom than for that town. (Luke 10:1-12) 

Faith Our Gospel passage today presents our Lord 
appointing “seventy two other disciples whom he sent 
ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended 
to visit.” Their mission was to announce the imminent 
arrival of the Kingdom of God (Luke 10:1-12). The 
response requested and required of God’s chosen people 
was one of welcome, together with the moral readiness to 
do whatever was needed to welcome the Kingdom that was 
being announced. That Kingdom, as we know, was and is 
present in the Person of Jesus. He embodies all that the 
Kingdom of Heaven contains and offers. In him, as St Paul 
writes, is to be found every heavenly blessing. In him is 
present the fulness of the godhead bodily. He himself is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. So it is the Person of 
Jesus whom the whole world is called upon to welcome, 
together with his Revelation and the heavenly blessings 
contained therein. There are many attitudes that can 
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constitute a failure to welcome Christ, some of which are 
obvious and others are not so. One attitude that the earnest 
Christian needs to beware of is simply a certain lack of 
trust in the divine promises. I mean by this the implicit and 
hidden assumption, perhaps scarcely conscious, that God 
could not be so good as to offer all that is being promised. 
A person who desires to accept the good tidings of the call 
to a holy following of Jesus Christ will sooner or later 
discover how poor is his natural capacity, how poor is his 
level of good will, how much, in a word, a sinner he is. 
How, then, can he hope for the blessing of holiness offered 
in the promised Kingdom? The danger will be that, 
conscious of his moral condition and limitations, he will 
gradually lose hope in our Lord. He can gradually lose 
hope in the Good News of the Kingdom. He can gradually 
fail to believe that our Lord’s call to him to holiness in God 
is a true promise which, by the power of grace, is possible 
for him. We are referring here to a form of lack of faith, 
trust and confidence in God’s goodness which will stifle 
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the spiritual life. We must repent, yes. But we must also 
believe the Good News that “this is the will of God, your 
sanctification.” It involves an act of the will, a decision to 
trust in the goodness and power of Christ the Redeemer 
and the Son of God. 

This temptation is an especially insidious danger 
because it will amount to a failure to welcome the 
announcement (by the Church) of the Gospel. We must 
learn to move beyond viewing simply and solely the 
failures and the sinfulness in ourselves, to setting our eyes 
on the Person and power of Christ. The failure to do this 
may have been a significant factor in the despair of Judas 
Iscariot when his moment of truth came. He saw the 
heinousness of his sin in betraying the holy and innocent 
One, his Master. But that is all he chose to see. Christ’s 
restraint in respect to him right to the end, in itself suggests 
that a thorough-going repentance was not impossible by 
God’s grace. He could have repented and believed in 
Christ and his grace, setting out again on the path to 
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sanctity, even though the way Christ spoke of him after he 
had gone from his company looked profoundly ominous. 
We too must repent, yes. But we must also believe in the 
Good News. This is where the lives of the saints can help 
us very greatly. Take Saint Teresa of Avila’s 
autobiography, her Life. What is this Life about? It is 
about the mercy of God and how he saved and transformed 
by his merciful grace (in Teresa’s second conversion) her 
who had strayed in her mediocrity. It is an account of the 
power of God, manifested in his mercy. Consider the 
Confessions of St Augustine (a book which influenced St 
Teresa). It is the story of God’s mercy and the power of 
his grace transforming him from a life of sin to a life of 
great fidelity. Consider the Pilgrim’s Journey of St 
Ignatius Loyola, his autobiography. Again, it is the story 
of God’s powerful mercy, transforming his wayward and 
worldly life into one given over to Christ. The grace of 
God led these persons to welcome the Kingdom of God 
with all the promise of its heavenly blessings despite the 
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mountain of sin they saw within themselves. The turning 
point came when (through God’s grace) they learnt to trust 
in God totally and to entrust their sinful selves to his 
goodness and power. On the basis of this faith, this trust, 
as on a foundation of rock, they set out every day in the 
service of him. We must learn that we are sinners, yes, but 
we must also learn of the grace of God. Let us pray to God 
for this wisdom and light, for he can teach us these things. 

Let us pray for the grace to welcome Christ with a 
great trust. Let us trust him, asking him to teach us that we 
are sinners and to teach us even more to cast the burden of 
our sinful selves onto his care. Let us believe him when he 
says that whatever be our intractable and fallen nature he 
can and wants to sanctify us by drawing us into a faithful 
friendship with him. All he asks for is repentance and a 
true faith in him. Then we must ever be starting again. So 
then, as one saint writes, now I begin! 
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Friday of the Twenty-sixth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that 
you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 


Scripture today : Baruch 1:15-22; Psalm 79: lb-2, 3-5, 8, 9; 
Luke 10:13-16 
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Jesus said to them, “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds done in your midst 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago 
have repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for 
you. And as for you, Capernaum, ‘Will you be exalted to 
heaven? You will go down to the netherworld. ’ Whoever 
listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects 
me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me. ” 
(Luke 10:13-16) 

Christ the Key The study of ancient literature is a 
fascinating field. Years back, I was in a tour of the Old 
City of Jerusalem, and I happened to find myself next to a 
student from the United States who told me that he was 
studying archaeology. I asked him what field he hoped to 
specialize in, and he said Sumerian language and literature. 
I told him I thought that was wonderful and urged him to 
study, over the years, the possible influence of Sumerian 
thought on certain parts of the Old Testament such as early 
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sections of the Book of Genesis, and part of the Book of 
Job. In my opinion, one of the remarkable works of 
ancient literature is the Book of Job, not only because it 
was inspired by God, but also because of the fundamental 
issue it explores and negotiates. It is an early Book — 
Eusebius (AD 263-399) placed Job “two ages before 
Moses.” It plays out in dialogue form the drama of the 
problem of evil in the life of the just man. Job the 
righteous man repeatedly presents his innocence to God. 
He challenges God for an explanation of the evil that has 
come upon him. His companions do him no service by 
telling him repeatedly that he must be a sinner and that this 
is the reason for his misfortunes. In the Book we hear 
God’s answer to the mystery. God does not say that Job’s 
sufferings are due to his own sins. He does not say to Job 
that he should have divined that his own sinfulness was the 
reason for his calamities. In fact, God shows great 
displeasure towards Job’s companions for insisting on such 
considerations. God, rather, answers Job by asking him 
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what can he do before the vastness of the world? What 
does he understand of the universe and its course? Is he in 
any position to say that what God has allowed is irrational 
and unmeaning? Ought he not take his cue from his own 
puny powers and resources, his own inadequate grasp of 
things — which is surely evident to him — and realize that 
God has his reasons for allowing evil and suffering to 
occur in the life of the just, reasons that are absolutely 
beyond the mind of man (Job 38:1-4)? The Book is a 
remarkable performance for an ancient writer, prescinding 
from the fact of divine inspiration. Let us learn from the 
divine answer presented, as we look back on things we 
regret and which cause us anger and indignation. Perhaps 
we are beset with temptations to bitterness and lack of 
forgiveness. Why was this or that allowed to happen? 
There may be no adequate answer, so let us leave it to God. 

What we can and should do is look at the broad sweep 
of God’s Revelation. He reveals himself to be a God rich 
in mercy. The saints constantly recommend, and the 
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Church bids us to contemplate, Christ in his Passion. The 
suffering Christ, the crucified Christ, Christ with his 
wounds ought be the special home of the heart of the 
disciple who wishes to follow the Master closely. The 
Passion of Christ ought sustain an abiding optimism in our 
life and should constitute the counter to any 
disappointments past, present or future. If God, as St Paul 
points out, did not refuse his Son, what will he refuse us? 
That is to say, if we are but faithful to the Lord in our daily 
duties, then we can hope in him. If we have not been 
faithful to him, then let us remember that his divine Son 
has died for us while we were still in our sins. So, how 
great is his love for us and how true it is that we can repent 
and start again! What he will allow in terms of difficulty 
for us, or even bring on for his own good purposes, is 
entirely up to him. But we can hope in him because, look! 
— he gave up his own divine Son! Christ loved me, St 
Paul writes, and gave himself up for me! If the past has 
been no good, if the present is no good or at least very 
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unsatisfactory, then still, let us be faithful as was Job. God 
will bring all things together for our sake. Just how this 
works itself out in practice and in detail and how long it 
will take, we cannot possibly say. But God has it all in 
hand. God has his reasons and they may be beyond us. 
That is surely the message of the remarkable Book of Job, 
predating Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. This great Book, 
coming from the unseen JJand of God behind the stylus of 
its historical authors and editors, prompts us to look ahead 
to the Passion of Christ, of which the experience of ancient 
Job is a type. But there is surely more. If we live in the 
Passion of Christ, we are placing ourselves in the situation 
to be blessed beyond expectation. “He who abides in me,” 
Christ says, “and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit” 
(John 15:5). The greatest blessing to come from it is a 
share in the mind of Christ which prompts the disciple of 
Christ to embrace the Cross with him. This is the path to 
sanctity. 
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All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today, in 
which Christ presents himself as the reference point of all 
human life. He is the meaning of all things, the Light of 
the world. Pity help the one who knowingly rejects him! 
It is his Church that brings him before the ages. “Whoever 
listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects 
me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me” 
(Luke 10:13-16). Let us think often of the figure of the 
suffering and crucified Christ. Christ on the Cross is the 
source of mankind’s truest blessings and so is the source of 
our hope and Christian optimism. Let us hope for the 
greatest graces, and among them is the grace of walking 
willingly and with love in union with Christ as he carries 
his Cross. This is the gate to glory. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that 
you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 


Scripture today : Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29; Psalm 69:33-37; 
Luke 10:17-24 
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The seventy-two returned with joy and said, Lord, 
even the demons submit to us in your name. He replied, I 
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm 
you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven. At that 
time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, I praise 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was 
your good pleasure. All things have been committed to me 
by my Father. No-one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and no-one knows who the Father is except the Son 
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Then he 
turned to his disciples and said privately, Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that many 
prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
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see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. (Luke 
10: 17-24) 

Gaze on Him How blessed were the Apostles and 
disciples to have gazed upon the face of Christ and to have 
known him personally! How fortunate were they, to have 
listened to his voice and his teaching, to have experienced 
his look of love, to have watched him smile and laugh! To 
have seen him teaching, working miracles, showing God’s 
mercy! Jesus is the climax of human history, the high 
point which, having come, remains with us — though now 
unseen. The entire universe and all of its story and 
development finds its focus and meaning in this Person, 
Jesus of Nazareth. The Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, St John tells us in the Prologue of his Gospel, 
and “we saw his glory”, “full of grace and truth” (1:14). 
This man is the almighty and eternal God, while being 
truly man. How wonderful a thing to have known him and 
to have been his friend! Our Lord himself states this in our 
Gospel passage today, when “turning to the disciples in 
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private he said, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 
For I say to you, many prophets and kings desired to see 
what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear 
and did not hear it” (Luke 10:17-24). Our Lord said this to 
his disciples during his public ministry when the 
“seventy-two disciples returned rejoicing” telling our Lord 
of how “even the demons are subject to us because of your 
name.” But there was a greater moment to come. Yes, it 
was indeed a tremendous moment, a tremendous period, to 
have had the Incarnate Son of God walking among men, 
teaching them and bringing the benefits of his miracles and 
his example to them. But there was a higher point still, and 
that was when our Lord hung upon the cross at Calvary. 
For it was then that the power over man of sin and the 
demons was, in principle and at its root, definitively 
broken. All that would then remain to do was to bring this 
victory to each person. “Blessed are the eyes that see what 
you see” (Luke 10:17-24). Blessed such eyes! This was 
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especially the case when seeing the Crucified on Calvary, 
and then in glory, as risen from the dead. 

As Christ’s disciples, throughout our spiritual life we 
ought remain with the mother of Jesus on Calvary. 
Together with her we ought gaze on the Crucified One. 
Gazing on him with eyes blessed by this sight and with 
hearts open to its lessons, we realize that it was precisely 
then and more than at any other moment, the Messiah was 
doing God’s work for the world. Many “prophets and 
kings” had longed for the coming of the Messiah, and for 
his work to be done. His work was the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God in the world. They never saw it nor 
heard it from his lips, but we who believe in Jesus are able 
to do so with the eyes and ears of faith. As our Lord said 
to Thomas after he rose from the dead, “Blessed are those 
who have not seen but believe.” So let us remain at 
Calvary with our faith alive and full of love, standing next 
to Mary. He has risen from the dead, but we ever 
remember the great Sacrifice he made that redeemed the 
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world. Blessed are our eyes for seeing what we see! Let 
us look together with Mary, our Mother and our Model. 
Let us ask her for prayers that we gain from God the 
supernatural gift of choosing what Christ has chosen, of 
wanting what he wants, of having a heart like unto his, of 
putting on the mind of Christ and casting from us the mind 
of the world. It means choosing to follow Christ along the 
way leading to Calvary, because that is what Christ chose. 
It is the way of obedience to the Father in bearing witness 
to the Truth, amid difficulty and death to self. To choose 
this is a great grace, and it will be offered if we continue to 
contemplate with love the Crucified One, in the company 
of Mary our Mother. It is a good thing to nourish a love 
for the devotions which the Church recommends in this 
respect. I think of, for instance, the prayerful recitation of 
the daily Rosary — and in the context of these present 
reflections, perhaps especially the Sorrowful Mysteries. In 
them we accompany Christ in his Passion together with 
Mary. Let us pray for the grace to accompany Jesus Christ 
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with love, not only in our prayer but in the daily fulfilment 
of our duties. 

Stay with Christ in his Passion, watching him! We 
can do this by the power and grace of his Resurrection. By 
the gift of his grace, the risen Jesus enables us to keep 
watching him as he offers himself for the redemption and 
sanctification of the world. He enables us by his grace to 
learn the powerful lessons of Calvary, which was the 
supreme moment of his earthly life. The saints teach us 
that the Passion of Christ is the greatest of all schools of 
spirituality. It is the high point of the world’s history and it 
is the pathway to glory. Let us endeavour to accompany 
Christ along that pathway. It is the grace of all graces. It is 
this that makes the saint. 
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Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4:17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 128:1-2, 

3,4-5, 6; Hebrews 2:9-11; Mark 10:2-16 
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The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, “Is it 
lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?” They were 
testing him. He said to them in reply, “What did Moses 
command you?” They replied, “Moses permitted a 
husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss her. ” But 
Jesus told them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts 
he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning 
of creation, God made them male and female. For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So 
they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God 
has joined together, no human being must separate. ” In 
the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. 
He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces 
her husband and marries another, she commits adultery. ” 
And they brought to him young children, that he might lay 
his hands on them. The disciples rebuked the ones who 
brought them, and when Jesus saw this, he was displeased 
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and said to them: Let the little children come to me and do 
not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God. Amen I 
say to you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child shall not enter into it. And embracing them 
and laying his hands upon them, he blessed them. (Mark 
10 : 2 - 16 ) 

Christian Marriage Marriage is one of the most 
common and yet one of the most beautiful things in the 
world. It is something which a young person normally 
aspires to with great expectation, and looks upon it as a 
source of life’s greatest joys. When a couple meet and 
decide to get married, the event normally brings joy to 
everyone. It is almost self-evident that marriage is 
something deeply part of man’s best nature, and therefore 
part of the plan of God. How terrible to deform it by 
legislation! The challenge, though, for the couple being 
married as for every married couple, is to look to the plan 
of God as the light of their married life. The tendency will 
be to look on their marriage from the perspective, let us 



3128 


say, of their personal background, their social environment, 
or their personal preferences alone. That is to say, their 
experience of, perhaps, their own family will prompt 
various expectations. Their reading and viewing of the 
media and other forms of entertainment will prompt other 
expectations. Their own imaginations and natural hopes 
will prompt still further expectations. All of this will have 
a certain validity but it cannot provide the rock on which 
the house of their married life should be built. What every 
married couple and every couple preparing for marriage 
ought look to is what God has revealed of his plan for 
marriage. This is set forth in the Church’s teaching. Every 
couple ought make it their business to know this divine 
plan, to nourish it in their hearts and work daily towards its 
fulfilment in their lives. Our Lord in the Gospel of today 
(Mark 10:2-16) tells us something of this plan. The first 
thing that our Lord tells us about marriage is that God 
intends it to be a marvellous union between the spouses. 
The two, male and female, become one - “one flesh” until 
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death. No one must ever disrupt the union between the two 
which God has established. God has joined them together. 
They are joined in marriage by an act of God. As a couple 
prepares for marriage, they ought to look on the coming 
event as something God will do to them, and for them, and 
in them. He unites them in love. As a married couple 
reflects on their married state, they ought to look on it as 
having come from God. It was God’s gift in the past and is 
his ongoing gift to them now and into the future. Nothing 
can be allowed that might threaten or weaken this divinely 
created bond. 

The happiness of the couple will be founded on their 
love being at the heart of their lives. It will depend on their 
building up a profound love for one another. They belong 
to one another until death, and this is so by God’s plan and 
providence. Moreover, our Lord has made of the marriage 
bond not only something exclusive to the couple and 
unbreakable by its very nature. For spouses who are 
members of Christ’s Church, it is also a sign and vehicle of 
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God’s grace and life. Marriage between baptized members 
of Christ’s Church is one of the seven Sacraments. The 
love that is naturally present or should be present in a 
marriage becomes, by divine arrangement, a channel of the 
life and love which God has for the couple. His life, his 
grace, flows through the veins of their love. The more they 
love one another in Christ, the more will that love for one 
another be sanctifying because God is present in it — 
provided their love for one another acts according to his 
law. The more they love one another in Christ, the more 
will God sanctify them. The Holy Spirit will be especially 
active in their life of love for one another, drawing each 
spouse not only closer in love to the other, but closer in 
love to God. Their spousal love will be a great channel by 
which their lives will be sanctified precisely by means of 
their mutual love. This will be so by the presence and 
activity of the Holy Spirit who is present in the marriage 
from the beginning because it is a Sacrament. So, not only 
does God unite couples at the moment of their marriage, 
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binding them into an exclusive and life-long mutual bond, 
but he comes into the marriage to abide within it as the 
triune God he is, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The triune 
God dwells in the marriage, making it his abode. From the 
heart of their marriage, he sanctifies them by sharing his 
life with them precisely by means of their love for one 
another. Further, by their married love not only are they 
sanctified, but they contribute towards the sanctification of 
others beyond their marriage. This is so because their 
married life is made by God to be a sign of the undying 
love that Christ has for us his Church. An enlightened 
observer seeing the union between a truly Christian couple 
knows that this reflects the love that Christ has for himself 
and for the entire Church. He will be edified and inspired 
to be united the more with God. 

Therefore it is so very critical that the Christian 
couple take all the means that the Church provides and 
recommends in order to stay close to Christ and to grow 
into a fervent love for him. In this way will they remain in 
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the state of grace and be able to build a holy and strong 
love for one another. Thus by the grace of the Holy Spirit 
who abides within their marriage they will be the 
instruments of their mutual sanctification and a most 
important means of the sanctification of others beyond 
their married and family life in the Church and in the 
world. 

Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1602-1617 (Marriage in the plan of God) 
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Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4:17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today ; Jonah 1:1-2:2, 11; Psalm: Jonah 2:3, 4, 
5, 8; Luke 10:25-37 
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There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test 
Jesus and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? 
How do you read it? ” He said in reply, “You shall love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbour as yourself. ” He replied to him, “You have 
answered correctly; do this and you will live. ” But 
because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbour? ” Jesus replied, “A man fell victim 
to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him 
half-dead. A priest happened to be going down that road, 
but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 
Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan 
traveller who came upon him was moved with compassion 
at the sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and 
wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted 
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him up on his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared 
for him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave 
them to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of 
him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall 
repay you on my way back. ’ Which of these three, in your 
opinion, was neighbour to the robbers’ victim?” He 
answered, ‘‘The one who treated him with mercy. ” Jesus 
said to him, ‘‘Go and do likewise. ” (Luke 10:25-37) 

It’s a Fact We are so used to Revealed Religion 
that we tend to forget the very marvel of it. Even in terms 
of world history and the religions of man, the Revealed 
Religion of Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses and the 
prophets — to say nothing of the stupendous revelation of 
Jesus Christ — is a wonder when set against the backdrop 
of the polytheism that was the norm. I regard the very 
phenomenon of it, in view of its extraordinary 
distinctiveness, as manifestly little short of miraculous. 
That is to say, I doubt that the monotheism of Israel, 
reaching its height and depth in the Person and teaching of 
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Jesus Christ, could be accounted for other than as a 
revelation from on high. It is simply too different (while 
being inherently consistent) from the religious scene of the 
world. Of course, there are and have been plenty of efforts, 
scientific and otherwise, to see it as little more than the 
product of historical circumstances. On January 5 (7.30 
pm), 2012, there was screened on ABC TV Sydney the first 
of a series on the origins of Israel and its monotheistic 
religion. The focus was archaeology and what its findings 
indicate, as interpreted by certain scholars chosen for 
interview. The general drift of the episode was typical of 
such screenings, the final upshot leaving Revealed Religion 
in ruins. The first thing I notice about such presentations is 
that the handful of scholars chosen for input are rarely 
drawn from leading Catholic centres of Scripture and 
biblical archaeology. Representatives of, say, the 
Franciscan Biblical Institute in Jerusalem or the Ecole 
Biblique there, or the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome 
are not among those interviewed. That consideration aside, 
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before any assertion of the Old Testament is accepted as 
historical, it is assumed that it must have corroboration 
from archaeological digs. What is reassuring to such 
archaeologists are steles (i.e., inscribed stones) such as the 
Egyptian Victory Stele of Merneptahthat, referring to the 
presence of “Israel” in Cannaan (“Israel is laid waste and 
his seed is not”). In the ABC TV episode mentioned 
(January 5), it was finally decided that, in respect to the 
Exodus from Egypt and the covenant of Sinai forming the 
people of Israel from the twelve tribes, it was legend. A 
small group did make their way out of Egypt, had a 
religious experience at Midian where the local god had a 
name not unlike Yahweh, and they joined up with certain 
lower classes of Canaanites who had rebelled and fled from 
their masters. Thus the chosen people of Israel gradually 
began. 

Generally, in such accounts the major underpinning 
facts of the Hebrew Bible are placed in serous doubt. For 
instance, wanting to distance themselves from their local 
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origins and begin anew with grander beginnings, the 
imaginations of the small grouping of “Israelites” in 
Canaan produced the fantasy of Abraham and the 
Patriarchs. Apart from Abraham’s existence being 
discounted, in the screening mentioned above the existence 
of David was also called into question by one of the 
academic interviewees. But then the remarkable stele of 
“The House of David” was brought in. The Tel Dan Stele 
is a stele discovered in 1993/94 during excavations at Tel 
Dan in northern Israel. An unnamed king boasts of his 
victories over the king of Israel and his ally the king of the 
“House of David” ( bytdwd ). It was the first time the name 
House of David had been found outside the Bible, proving 
for those who would otherwise be very sceptical, the fact 
of David. Of course, there is much more to such theories 
as these, and scholars who hold to them would feel 
somewhat misrepresented by the way I express them. But 
all up, what is neglected is the astounding and massive 
memory of the chosen people, sustained by the Holy Spirit 
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and committed gradually to writing, of the acts of the one 
God of all things who chose them to belong to himself. It 
can safely be said that the vast influence of monotheism, 
the extraordinary fact of monotheistic religions (Israel, 
Christianity and Islam) cannot be accounted for from 
purely accidental and historical circumstances. The lack of 
corroborating steles and other evidences acceptable to 
archaeologists cannot undermine the power of Judeo- 
Christian memory and all of its supporting indications and 
evidence. This is to say nothing of the very testimony of 
Jesus Christ and the Gospels. Jesus Christ taught the truth 
of the Scriptures, the fact of Abraham, the Patriarchs, 
Moses, David and the prophets. When he was transfigured 
on the high mountain, Moses and Elijah appeared to him in 
glory. There is no stele mentioning Moses nor Elijah. 
Christ would have condemned the man who asserted that 
Abraham, the Patriarchs, the Exodus, the Covenant of 
Sinai, Moses, David, and many other major facts of the 
Biblical testimony, were but figments of the religious 
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imagination. Abraham and David were his ancestors. Of 
course, for some time among many academic circles, Jesus 
Christ himself was, as they say, “up for grabs.” The jury 
was out on his existence too. Fortunately, most have got 
well beyond this particular academic morass. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 10:25- 
37), in which our Lord presents the remarkable teaching of 
Holy Scripture, a teaching which transcends the attempts of 
mankind’s religions to lead man to the good life. The 
scribe answered our Lord, “You shall love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as 
yourself.” He replied to him, “You have answered 
correctly; do this and you will live.” Our Lord goes on to 
give his teaching on brotherly love and service to all in 
need. We must be Good Samaritans to all others. Let us 
treasure with enormous love the word of God, so very 
historical, and most especially that Word Incarnate, the Son 
of God made man at a certain point of history in a certain 
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place. Our wondrous religion, coming from God himself, 
is very, very factual and real. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-seventh Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4:17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 


Scripture today : 
Luke 10:38-42 


Jonah 3:1-10; 


Psalm 129; 
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As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came 
to a village where a woman named Martha opened her 
home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the 
Lord's feet listening to what he said. But Martha was 
distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She 
came to him and asked, Lord, don't you care that my sister 
has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me! 
Martha, Martha, the Lord answered, you are worried and 
upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. 
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken 
away from her. (Luke 10:38-42) 

Martha It is clear that the focus of our Gospel 
passage today is the figure of Martha, the sister of “Mary, 
who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.” It is 
Martha who welcomes our Lord — just as she is the one 
who welcomed our Lord when he came four days after the 
death of Lazarus his friend (John 11:20). Martha 
immediately set about serving our Lord — but of course 
she was irritated by the apparent inactivity of her sister 
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who did nothing but enjoy listening to the words of our 
Lord. Luke’s interest is to preserve for posterity Martha’s 
complaint about her sister because of the instruction it 
occasioned. It was a complaint directed to our Lord 
himself who seemed to be encouraging her sister Mary, and 
failing to invite her to get up and help. We do not have any 
words of Mary to our Lord, nor any words of our Lord to 
Mary — only Martha’s words to Jesus and his reply to her. 
In the Gospel of St John, Martha features even more 
prominently. The occasion is when our Lord returns to 
Bethany to raise Lazarus from the dead shortly before his 
Passion. As has been mentioned, it is Martha who 
welcomes our Lord to her home, and while Mary’s words 
to our Lord on this occasion are given to us, they are but a 
repetition of what Martha has said when welcoming our 
Lord: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died” (11:32). But what Martha also gives is a 
magnificent profession of faith in Jesus: “I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
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world” (11:27). Inasmuch as St John tells us that he wrote 
his Gospel so that we might believe that “Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God,” Martha shows that she has it 
all. It is worth remembering too that of the three, Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus, it is Martha whom we celebrate on June 
29 every year as a saint of the Liturgical Year. Well then, 
let us consider the scene of our Gospel today (Luke 10:38- 
42). There we have Martha engaged in the typical work of 
the lay Christian. She is not a full time apostle, nor, it 
seems, is she one of those who travelled with our Lord as 
did certain other women who helped the apostolic band 
with their means and their service. No, she stayed at home 
with Mary and Lazarus, fulfilling the busy duties which she 
undoubtedly had. In the midst of this ordinary life she 
enjoyed a special friendship with our Lord, as did her 
brother and her sister. 

This may have been of great interest to St Luke. Luke 
was, it seems, a lay member of Christ’s faithful — a 
physician. He may have had an interest in the trio whom 
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our Lord loved. Jesus, we are told by St John (11:5), loved 
Martha, Lazarus and Mary. They loved him and showed 
him abundant hospitality whenever he called in. So then, 
Martha complained to our Lord about her sister — 
incidentally showing her warm and easy familiarity with 
him. Our Lord responded by gently correcting her for 
forgetting in all her busy service the one thing necessary, 
which in this particular instance was being in his presence, 
in his friendship and in the beauty of his teaching. That is 
what our Lord wished to offer and to see received. With 
all her good will, it was this that Martha was forgetting at 
this particular moment of irritated frustration (Luke 10:38- 
42). There was nothing wrong with her serving him, 
indeed it was commendable. We remember how our Lord 
washed the feet of his disciples at the last supper — well, 
Martha was serving our Lord in parallel fashion. But in her 
service during these moments she was forgetting him and 
becoming worried and anxious about too many things — 
and irritated with her sister, too. The danger in any 
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temporal service of others is that our hearts can become 
"distracted" from our Lord, be it in cooking for others, in 
washing for them, in serving in any of the trades or 
professions in the world. The danger facing the lay 
Christian is to forget the Lord in the midst of everyday 
work in the world. The one thing necessary is to learn to 
be contemplatives in the midst of the world and in the flow 
and rush of everyday duties. That is to say, we must learn 
to keep in our heart the thought of the Lord’s presence. He 
is constantly near. He is the one whom we should be 
serving, even though we do not physically see him. This is 
what it means to be a contemplative in action. This is what 
it is to sanctify our daily work. It means to do everything 
for the Lord. It means to serve him in serving our 
neighbour in whatever walk of life or profession we follow, 
and to do what we do really well. We are called to sanctify 
our work, to sanctify ourselves by sanctifying our work, 
and to sanctify others by sanctifying our work. The key to 
doing this is to do it for the Lord, and to do so humbly and 
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not for personal glory. As St Paul writes, “whether you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of 
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

Let us rise every day saying our Morning Offering, 
and let us live out that Morning Offering throughout the 
day in the midst of our ordinary duties. If we do this, we 
shall transform through the grace of the Holy Spirit a life 
of mundane service into a life of grandeur. Our Gospel 
today featuring Saint Martha teaches us of the grandeur of 
ordinary life, provided we do not forget the one thing 
necessary, which is Christ, Christ at the centre of 
everything. 


Vb»©«dv 





3149 


Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4:17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 4:1-11; Psalm 86:3-6, 9-10; 

Luke 11:1-4 
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One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When 
he finished, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us 
to pray, just as John taught his disciples. He said to them, 
When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against 
us. And lead us not into temptation. ’ (Luke 11:1-4) 

The Lord’s Prayer In our Gospel today, we have 
our Lord teaching his disciples his great Prayer, which we 
call the Lord's Prayer (Luke 11:1-4). Our Lord may have 
often taught it to them and prayed it with them. There are 
some differences in it as it appears in different Gospels, 
and perhaps this in part reflects slight variations in our 
Lord’s own instructions about it. The characteristic prayer 
of a creature of God at prayer is one of petition, and the 
whole of the Lord’s Prayer is a prayer of petition. In it we 
ask God that his name be held holy. We ask him for the 
blessing that his Kingdom will come, that his will be done, 
that he give to us today our daily bread, that he forgive us 



3151 


our sins and that he preserve us from what might lead us 
into sin. Inasmuch as this Prayer comes from the lips of 
the Lord Jesus, we can presume that it reflects in some way 
his own prayer. Even the petition asking for forgiveness of 
sin and for preservation from temptation we may presume 
our Lord himself prayed, not for himself but on behalf of 
sinful mankind whom he had come to identify with and to 
save. After all, at the threshold of his public ministry he 
stepped forward from the midst of sinners to receive from 
John his baptism for the forgiveness of sin. He was taking 
his part with sinners, though he would challenge his 
enemies with the impossibility of accusing him of sin. 
Christ himself prayed the prayer of petition. We read that 
before he chose the Twelve from among his disciples, he 
spent the whole night in prayer to God. Doubtlessly he 
was praying for those he would choose. His was a prayer 
of petition. At the Last Supper, he stated that he had prayed 
for Simon Peter, for Satan had desired to sift him like 
wheat — and after he had turned he would strengthen his 
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brethren. We read in the Letter to the Hebrews that Christ 
is constantly before the Father making intercession for us 
as our High Priest. So then, the prayer of petition is of the 
utmost importance in the Christian life and in the mission 
of the Church. If God’s name is to be hallowed in the 
world, if his will is to be done, if his kingdom is to come, if 
we are to acquire our daily bread and if we are to avoid sin 
and its occasions, we must perseveringly petition God for 
these blessings. That is a major point we ought to dwell 
on. In the plan of God so very many of God’s blessings 
will come to us not only as a result of our own efforts, but 
also as a result of praying for them. The course of the 
world depends on the prayer of petition. 

With our Gospel text before us, let us notice the 
petitions that come first in the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:1 -4). 
Surely they reflect our Lord’s priorities. This precious 
Prayer that comes from the mouth of God the Son himself 
begins by addressing our Father in heaven. It then 
immediately asks that his name be held as holy and to be 
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worthy of the utmost respect. Let us imagine the fervour 
with which our Lord would have prayed that first petition, 
and the love for his Father that would have informed it. 
Consider the occasion when he entered the Temple and 
saw the buyers and sellers at their trade, the general 
disrespect that was so much in evidence. Zeal for his 
Father’s house consumed him, and he drove them all out. 
In St John’s Gospel this is presented as occurring at the 
beginning of his public ministry, while in the Synoptics it 
happens at the end. So I myself take it as involving at least 
two occasions, marking the beginning and the end of his 
public ministry. Christ loved his heavenly Father with all 
his mind, heart, soul and strength. He wished to see his 
Father’s name hallowed. His was a prayer of petition that 
involved both thanks and praise. Let us ask for the grace to 
pray this first petition of the Lord’s Prayer with the mind of 
Christ — to use St Paul’s expression. Let us unite 
ourselves with him in thinking of his Father and of how the 
entire world ought to honour the Father with Jesus, in 
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Jesus, and as Jesus honoured him. It was to honour his 
Father and to atone for the disobedience of mankind that 
our Lord went to his death on the Cross. His death was the 
ultimate expression of the love with which our Lord prayed 
this Prayer, especially the first petition that features in it. 
But consider, too, the love and ardour with which he would 
have prayed the petitions that immediately follow it. They 
are an expansion of the first petition: Father! Dear Father! 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. How vividly our Lord would have known the 
obedience to the Father that reigns in heaven! We 
remember the occasion when Christ’s mother and relatives 
awaited him outside the crowd, wishing to speak with him. 
He replied, “My mother and my brethren are those who 
hear the word of God and put it into practice.” Your will 
be done! Among all the proposed utopias of history, this is 
the real Utopia, when God’s will is done. Our Lord came 
to earth in order that the Father’s will may be done on earth 
as it is done in heaven. 
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Let us treasure the Lord’s Prayer, especially the first 
few petitions in it. They are like the first three of the Ten 
Commandments — they are the foundation of the rest. 
What a grace to die with the Lord’s Prayer on our lips, 
being prayed with the utmost fervour! I remember reading 
soon after the death of that holy pope, Paul VI, that he died 
praying the Lord’s Prayer. Let us imagine our Lord 
praying those petitions, and let us ask Mary, our mother 
and model, for the grace to be able to pray them with 
something of the mind and heart of her divine Son. Let 
this mind be in you, St Paul writes, that was in Christ 
Jesus. This is especially the case in prayer, the prayer of 
the Christian, the prayer of the Church praying in union 
with Christ her divine Head. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4:17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:13-20b; Psalm 1:1-4 and 

6 ; 

Luke 11:5-13 
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Jesus said to his disciples: “Suppose one of you has a 
friend to whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘ Friend, lend 
me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived 
at my house from a journey and I have nothing to offer 
him, ’ and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother me; 
the door has already been locked and my children and I 
are already in bed. I cannot get up to give you anything. ’ 
I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves 
because of their friendship, he will get up to give him 
whatever he needs because of his persistence. “And I tell 
you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one 
who knocks, the door will be opened. What father among 
you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a fish ? 
Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you 
then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the Father in heaven give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him? ” (Luke 11:5-13) 
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Prayer of Faith In view of our Lord’s promise that 
our prayers will be answered by our almighty and 
all-loving Father in heaven, one might suspect that the 
most common reason why our prayers do not seem to be 
answered is that we give up asking. We do not persist in 
our prayer — because we give up on our Lord. The very 
fact that our Lord goes to some length in insisting on 
perseverance in our petitions suggests that he regarded the 
lack of persistence as a principal temptation besetting his 
disciples in their prayer of petition — and so much depends 
on the prayer of petition. In any case, is not this our 
experience? We give up asking, as do so many of the 
people we know. This could be for a variety of reasons — 
such as lack of faith in God’s power and love. It could 
simply be because we assume that the delay means that, for 
whatever reason, what we are praying for will not come to 
pass. We lose faith and hope, and so we stop asking. But 
our Lord tells us that if we persist in asking, we shall 
receive. If we persist in seeking, we shall find. If we 
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persist in knocking, the door will be opened to us (Luke 
11:5-13). Anyone who thinks a little carefully will 
understand, of course, that we could very easily, with the 
best of intentions, ask for things that are positively bad for 
us, or at least not in our best interests. That is to say, what 
we want from God could cut across his plan for us - and 
not be what we are really asking for. In sixteenth century 
Spain, the Duke of Gandia, Francis Borgia, to his great 
sorrow was facing the imminent death of his beloved wife. 
He prayed persistently to God for her recovery. In some 
way the Lord intimated to him that if he persisted, his 
prayer would be granted. However, God also intimated 
that the granting of this prayer for his wife would result in 
even greater blessings not being forthcoming. In great 
perplexity, Francis Borgia left the matter to God, entrusting 
his wife to the Lord. His wife died, and subsequently 
Francis entered the Jesuits, became the Superior General, 
and is now a canonized saint. What we want from God 
may not be in God’s interests, nor in ours. There is an 
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admitted mystery about prayer, and clear patterns cannot 
be drawn from personal life and history. 

We must accept that at times we cannot tell whether 
the specific intention we are praying for will advance the 
will of God for the world, at least at that point. For 
instance, the Spanish Armada was preceded by intense and 
persistent prayer throughout the Spanish Kingdom, and 
enormous efforts were taken to do what was thought to be 
the will of God. Yet, the Spanish Armada was a 
monumental and catastrophic failure for Catholic Spain 
and a signal victory for Protestant England. By contrast, 
some years before that, the preparations to defeat the 
advancing Islamic Turks were preceded by a wave of 
persistent prayer throughout the Catholic countries of 
Europe, directed by Pope Saint Pius V. The Catholic 
forces continued their prayer to Mary the mother of God on 
their very ships. The battle of Lepanto was joined and a 
monumental and total victory for the Christian fleet 
resulted. Thereupon began a subsequent decline of the 
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military strength of Islam that continued over the next few 
centuries. When we consider the seemingly mixed 
testimony of history and personal life, and the apparent 
results of many prayers of petition, we must simply fall 
back on the words of the Lord and place our faith in his 
promise as to the fruitfulness of the prayer of petition. In 
some way persistent prayer will be answered, but in the 
way God knows best — and he is the God of loving 
surprises. Moreover, the testimony of life and history does 
at least suggest that we must strive to discover what God 
wants us to pray for, and what will serve the interests of his 
Kingdom in our life and in the life of others. In this regard, 
let us expect that God will work generally through the 
natural world he sustains. If we pray for a physical 
recovery, God may grant the request through, say, 
prompting us to seek medical advice in good time, or in 
choosing the right surgeon, or in good diagnosis, or in 
guiding the surgery itself, or in good medicines. Cardinal 
Newman once said that God hears our prayers by generally 
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extending things, which is to say by tipping the balance of 
natural forces and occurrences so as to answer prayer by 
working within the laws of the world. God will answer 
prayer generally by extending, in accord with our petition, 
the factors making up human life and the flow of history — 
which factors he himself, as the Creator, sustains. If this 
theory of the great Cardinal is correct, it also implies that 
we should bear in mind the apparent direction of things, in 
discerning what to pray for and what to expect. 

Whatever sense we make of the mysterious ways in 
which God responds to our prayers, Christ has told us that 
we must have full faith in him and in his intention to 
answer our prayers. Let us bear in mind especially how he 
ends the Gospel passage today: how much more will our 
heavenly Father grant to us the Holy Spirit if we ask him! 
This is what we ought be praying for above all: that the 
Holy Spirit will be sent to sanctify us and make us fit 
instruments of the saving plan of God. For as St Paul 
writes in one of his Letters: “This is the will of God, your 
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sanctification.” Ah! There we have the supreme petition, 
that God will lead us to be the saints he has planned us to 
be. 
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Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4:17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Psalm 9:2-3, 6 and 
16,8-9; Luke 11:15-26 
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Some people said of Jesus, It is by Beelzebub, the 
prince of demons, that he is driving out demons. Others 
tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. Jesus knew 
their thoughts and said to them: Any kingdom divided 
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against 
itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, how can 
his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I 
drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons 
by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? 
So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons 
by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to 
you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
house, his possessions are safe. But when someone 
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the 
armour in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 
He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not 
gather with me, scatters. When an evil spirit comes out of 
a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does 
not find it. Then it says, 7 will return to the house I left. ’ 
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When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in 
order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself and they go in and live there. And the 
final condition of that man is worse than the first. (Luke 
11:15-26) 

Christ and Satan The power of evil has always 
been obvious to man. The question has been, how man 
interprets it and where he places it in his intellectual or 
religious systems. On the one hand the fact of evil and its 
striking at the just man has often (especially in modern 
times) been used as a serious point against the proposition 
that there is a God. On the other hand, even apart from the 
striking testimony of such an ancient book as that of Job, 
the fact evil has been readily incorporated into religious 
belief. Job, in crying out at apparently unjust suffering, did 
not deny the existence of God. Again, it seems that the 
factor of evil, falsehood and disorder assumed a deity-like 
proportion in Zoroastrianism (called “Angra Mainyu,” also 
referred to as “Ahriman”). From the modern perspective, 
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what is significant here is that the fact and great power of 
evil was never considered, in Zoroastrianism, to negate the 
fact of a good and supreme Creator (Ahura Mazda), from 
whom no evil originates. Good and evil have distinct 
sources. That was Zoroastrianism’s account. Well, turning 
our attention to what God has actually revealed, in the 
opening action of our Gospel passage today (Luke 11: 
15-26) there are two powers in conflict. There is the power 
of Christ and there is the power of the underworld. The 
context is that a demon, which had gained possession of an 
unfortunate individual and rendered him dumb, had been 
cast out by Christ (Luke 11: 14). Then “the dumb man 
spoke, and the people marvelled” (11:14). Our passage 
today begins with the reaction of some of the people: “It is 
by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that he is driving out 
demons” — while others challenged our Lord “for a sign 
from heaven.” With this, our Lord, who could read their 
hearts, then speaks of the presence and activity of two 
kingdoms, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. 
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That there is a certain unity within the kingdom of Satan is 
implied by our Lord’s words: “if Satan is divided against 
himself, how will his kingdom stand?” So Satan's is a 
kingdom arrayed in a certain unity against God and all that 
God wants for the good of mankind — which is none other 
than the lordship of Jesus Christ. This kingdom-like unity 
of Satan and his demonic horde must give them, we may 
presume, an added power. But of course, its power cannot 
be compared with the power of the kingdom of God, which 
is present in its fulness in the person of Jesus Christ. As St 
Paul writes in one of his Letters, the fulness of the 
Godhead is present bodily in Jesus. 

Let us consider our Lord’s words here. The great 
might of the kingdom of God is suggested even by our 
Lord’s use of terms — his imagery. While some of the 
crowd said that it was by the power of Beelzebul (a 
derogatory name for Satan, one linked to the Ekron idol of 
2 Kings 1:2) that our Lord cast out demons, our Lord 
himself said that “it is by the finger of God that I cast out 
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demons”. The “power” of Beelzebul is overcome by “the 
finger of God” — which is probably a reference to the 
Holy Spirit. Christ casts out Satan with God’s “finger.” 
Satan is a “strong man fully armed” but Christ is “stronger 
than he” who “attacks and overcomes him” and “takes 
away the armour on which he relied” (Luke 11:15-26). 
There are, then, two forces in conflict and there is to be no 
quarter. Each is fully armed with respective and 
characteristic weapons. The weapons of Satan’s kingdom 
are those favouring self and self-aggrandisement. It is his 
ancient aim — to seduce man to be like God, as in Genesis 
3:5. Satan attempts to set up the independent Self, man 
without God, as of supreme value, and he, “the Devil”, 
uses for his purpose what the Church’s spiritual tradition 
has typically called the values of “the world” and the 
promptings of “the flesh.” He fights the all-holy and 
infinite God by seducing to his allegiance God’s children 
— and his weapons are the “world” and the “flesh,” fallen 
as they are, and therefore able to serve his hellish purposes. 
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He beguiles and deceives in order to destroy. As our Lord 
said elsewhere, Satan has been a liar and a murderer from 
the beginning. He boasted before our Lord, when tempting 
him, that all the kingdoms of the world and their glory 
were his, and that he could give them to whomsoever he 
pleased (Luke 4:6). Fully armed he guards his palace, but 
there has arrived One who is far stronger, bringing in his 
own Person the kingdom of God. He is able to deliver all 
from the thraldom of Satan’s deceptions and captivity. The 
weapons that Christ uses are completely opposite to those 
of Satan. His weapons are the embrace of the will of the 
Father and the renunciation of self and the world. His 
weapons are humility and the denial of self. If anyone 
wishes to come after me, our Lord teaches, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross every day and follow in my 
footsteps. Our strength to do this will come from love of 
Jesus, which love we gain by contemplating, by means of 
his grace, his love for us, and, again by grace, acting 
accordingly. 
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Let us every day contemplate in prayer all that our 
Lord has done for each of us. As St Paul writes, Christ 
loved me and delivered himself for me. Each of us must 
personally realize that he did all this for me. Let us place 
ourselves in the presence of the two standards, on the one 
hand that of Christ and his kingdom, and on the other that 
of Satan and his kingdom. Thinking of what Christ has 
done for me, I ask myself, What have I done for Christ? 
What am I doing for him? What will I do for him? So 
then, now I begin! 
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Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4:17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel 4:12-21; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11- 
12; Luke 11:27-28 
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As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the 
crowd called out, Blessed is the mother who gave you birth 
and nursed you. He replied, Blessed rather are those who 
hear the word of God and obey it. (Luke 11:27-28) 

Blessed Are They Reality is breathtaking in its 
variety. Consider the wonder of plant life in its ascending 
intricacy, quality and range. From the tiniest plant kept in 
a home to the mighty Amazon tree, this variety is manifest. 
Animal life is remarkable for its range, from the tiny 
mouse to the bull-elephant or, in ages past, the dinosaur. 
The world is characterised by varying degrees of perfection 
in being. As a matter of fact, this manifest feature of the 
world is the starting point of a philosophical Way to God 
— Aquinas’s Fourth Way. So too, there is a tremendous 
variety with man. All know how varied are the gifts with 
which human beings are blessed. Naturally, it is the same 
with Christ’s faithful — their gifts vary. Some have 
abundant gifts and blessings, others have very ordinary 
endowments. Let us take this point about blessings a little 
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further. The circumstances of those who have many gifts 
may be unfavourable for the exercise of their gifts, whereas 
the circumstances of those who have fewer gifts may be 
favourable for the exercise of theirs. This, incidentally, 
need not mean that those unlucky in their circumstances 
will be unfruitful in their life. Christ himself, after a mere 
three years of public effort, ended up dead on the Cross. 
Even so, and setting aside the incalculable workings of 
God’s grace, any historian can see that he has been one of 
the most influential persons in all history. So then, two 
things are obvious: the blessings of life vary, and their 
greatness is not dependent on what is physically seen. In 
our Gospel today (Luke 11:27-28), “while Jesus was 
speaking, a woman from the crowd called out and said to 
him, ‘Blessed is the womb that carried you and the breasts 
at which you nursed.”’ The woman was extolling the 
blessings of the mother of such a son as he. The mother of 
Jesus was blessed among women, the unknown woman 
said. Mary’s kinswoman Elizabeth had stated the same 
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things decades before, and on the same occasion (Luke 
1:41-49) Mary herself had proclaimed, in her Magnificat, 
that she would be counted as blessed among women for all 
generations. Mary was the glory of her race in bearing the 
Messiah, and what a Messiah!. All this was true, but our 
Lord then pointed out to the woman that there is a far 
greater blessing than the one she had extolled. It is the 
blessing of hearing the word of God and putting it into 
practice (Luke 11:27-28). Mary is blessed in being the 
mother of the Lord Jesus — true. But she is even more 
blessed in hearing the word of God and putting it perfectly 
into practice. 

The Angel Gabriel had said to Mary that she was “full 
of grace,” and that “the Lord is with you.” In this 
constituted the greatest of Mary’s blessings. This 
manifested itself in her faith in God’s word and her 
obedience to it. “Behold the handmaid of the Lord,” she 
said. “Be it done to me according to your word” (Luke 
1:38). She was, par excellence and to perfection, the 
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servant of the Lord. It is this blessing of hearing his word 
and living it out in practice which God wishes to grant to 
all of us, by the gift of his grace. Other blessings are 
granted to this or that person, and to many of them we 
cannot possibly aspire because they do not fall within the 
plan of God in our regard. As John the Baptist said, “No 
one can receive anything except what is given him from 
heaven” (John 3:27). As Blessed John Henry Newman 
once wrote in a letter to an acquaintance in which he was 
making points about the elements of certitude, he knew as 
a certainty that he would never be the Emperor of France. 
But all of us are meant by God to hear his word and to put 
it into practice, and according to our Lord in today’s 
Gospel (Luke 11:27-28), this is the greatest blessing of all. 
To this pre-eminent blessing we all can and should aspire. 
It is by doing this that we shall be most like our Lord 
himself who always did what pleased the Father (John 
8:29). Now, the word of God comes to us pre-eminently 
and definitively from the lips of Jesus himself, and he has 
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declared that this involves denying oneself, taking up one’s 
daily cross and following closely in his footsteps. Our 
Lord asks of his disciples that they be with him at Calvary 
in their everyday life. We must strive to do what Christ 
would do, fulfilling our daily duties and responsibilities in 
the spirit of Jesus Christ. The scene of this is the hidden 
duties of everyday life, for the times of spectacular 
renunciation are normally rare. Further, the doctrine of the 
Cross in everyday life is so contrary to our natural 
inclination that the embrace of the Cross requires the action 
of grace and our acceptance of this grace. The true 
Christian opts to be with Christ at Calvary. If a Christian 
does accept this call in truth, then a great blessing has 
thereupon come to that person. He has heard the word of 
God in its essence, and he is striving to live it out in 
practice. The saints embraced the Cross of Christ, and in 
this they were most blessed by God. 

Let us pray every day for the blessing of hearing the 
word of God and putting it into practice, especially when it 
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goes clean contrary to what we naturally would prefer. It is 
then that we are faced with the precious moment of the 
Cross. It is among the highest of blessings and gifts, and it 
is this which takes us to, and indeed constitutes, sanctity. 
That is to say, let us especially pray for the grace and the 
blessing of knowing how to hear God’s word aright, as it 
comes to us in the Scriptures and in the Church’s guidance. 
Let us pray to know how to deny ourselves in receiving it 
and doing it — and to take up our cross every day and 
follow in the footsteps of the Master. 
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Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Psalm 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 7:7-11; Psalm 90:12-13, 

14-15,16-17; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-30 

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, 
knelt down before him, and asked him, “Good teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 
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alone. You know the commandments: You shall not kill; 
you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you 
shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honour 
your father and your mother. ” He replied and said to him, 
“Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth. ” 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, “You are 
lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to 
the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me. ” At that statement his face fell, and he went 
away sad, for he had many possessions. Jesus looked 
around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” The 
disciples were amazed at his words. So Jesus again said to 
them in reply, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God. ” They were exceedingly astonished and 
said among themselves, “Then who can be saved? ” Jesus 
looked at them and said, “For human beings it is 
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impossible, but not for God. All things are possible for 
God. ” (Mark 10:17-27) 

Wealth In our Gospel passage today, our Lord 
does not condemn, in itself, the possession of many things, 
which is to say, wealth. Rather, he makes it plain that there 
is a special difficulty facing the one who has wealth. We 
are creatures of sense, and we tend to want what we see, to 
place our security in what we see, and to give our love to 
what we see — without looking beyond material and 
temporal things. So we have the tendency to give part of 
our heart to material possessions, when God asks that we 
give our whole heart to him. Because of this tendency, it is 
hard for a person who possesses a lot of material things to 
enter the kingdom of God. On another occasion our Lord 
was asked which is the greatest commandment of the Law, 
and he replied that it is to love God with all our heart and 
the second is like it, to love our neighbour as ourselves. It 
is by doing this that we gain eternal life. This is the 
challenge of life. Our problem is that we tend to love what 
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we possess, in place of loving God and our neighbour. We 
can become so attached to material things for our own 
pleasure and self-aggrandisement that God and neighbour 
are easily denied entry to the concern of the heart. Today's 
Gospel (Mark 10:17-27), then, invites us to consider our 
attitude to material possessions. God made us to know, 
love and serve him here on earth so as to see and enjoy him 
forever in heaven. God’s plan is that we love him above 
all things because he is the infinite and all-holy God, and 
he has called us to a life that shares in his own triune life. 
He has placed us on this earth and has given us this 
material world to be our home. God intends this world of 
ours to help us attain the purpose for which he created us, 
and to be an adequate home for everyone and not just for a 
select few. The goods of the earth are meant by God for all 
— which is to say, to help all and not just some to attain 
their true end here and hereafter. We all have a right to 
earn and own property and possessions. This right is 
natural and comes from God. It is meant by God to ensure 
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that we are able to make adequate spiritual and material 
provision for ourselves. Generally (within limits) each 
person is his own best judge as to what he needs, and by 
earning and owning his own property he can make 
provision for what he judges he needs to attain his 
God-given end. 

But the danger is that a person, knowing he has a right 
to private property, can gradually acquire a great deal of 
wealth to the detriment of others, and to the detriment of 
himself. Indeed, a whole country can acquire more than it 
needs, to the detriment of other countries — and to its own 
detriment. Whole groups of countries can acquire far more 
than they need while other groups of countries (as in, say, 
the African continent) languish in hopeless poverty. This 
situation goes against the plan of God who intended 
everyone to benefit adequately from the goods of this 
world. The commandment of God is that we should love 
our neighbour as ourself, and love is expressed by ensuring 
others have what they need. There is no love without 
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justice. There is a further danger. Our love for material 
possessions can not only make us reluctant to use those 
goods to help those who are in need. It can also lead us to 
various forms of secret theft, precisely because of the greed 
and attachment to material things flourishing within our 
hearts, occasioned by our many possessions. What then 
should be our attitude to the material and financial 
possessions we have? Beyond what we need for ourselves, 
we ought strive to serve others in the use of our 
possessions. If we are wealthy, this ought be seen as an 
opportunity to serve others the more liberally. We are 
commanded by God to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
That is not to say that we must formally divest ourselves of 
whatever is beyond what we need. But it does mean that 
whatever we have which we do not need, we ought in some 
way use for others in need. This of course includes our 
family and children or our parents, but it also includes 
those in need beyond our family. We ought use our extra 
wealth in some way to benefit those in need because God 
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intends the goods of the earth to be of adequate benefit to 
everyone. It is up to each person to consider his situation 
in this matter. Are my possessions, at least those beyond 
what my needs reasonably require, serving those in need? 
In our Gospel passage today the rich young man came to 
our Lord asking what more he needed to do to win eternal 
life. He had kept all God’s commandments since his 
childhood. Our Lord, with great love, invited him to leave 
all and follow him. But the man went away sad, turning 
down the inestimable gift of friendship with our Lord, of 
living in his constant company, and of sharing in his 
mission (Mark 10:17-27). 

The young man did this because of his attachment to 
wealth. It is the very danger inherent in wealth. Let us 
resolve, alive to its danger, to put Christ first and to be very 
generous in the use we make of what we come to own. 
Our material possessions are meant by God to help us love 
him with all our heart, and to love our neighbour as 
ourselves. This material world and its produce constitutes 
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our God-given home which God means us to use to attain 
the end for which we are made. That end is love for him 
and for our fellow-man. The danger is that, if we are not 
vigilant, we shall become more attached to the things we 
have. When that happens, material possessions have 
served to set ourselves up in God's place, and it will be 
very hard to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2401-2406 (The universal destination of goods and 
private property) 
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Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 1:1-7; Psalm 98:1-4; 

Luke 11:29-32 

While still more people gathered in the crowd, Jesus 
said to them, “This generation is an evil generation; it 
seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it, except the sign of 
Jonah. Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so 
will the Son of Man be to this generation. At the judgment 
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the queen of the south will rise with the men of this 
generation and she will condemn them, because she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
and there is something greater than Solomon here. At the 
judgment the men of Nineveh will arise with this 
generation and condemn it, because at the preaching of 
Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than 
Jonah here. ” (Luke 11:29-32) 

Belief On one occasion the Pharisees sent their 
disciples to ensnare our Lord in a political indiscretion. 
What is interesting is how they prefaced their trap: 
“Teacher, we know that you are true, and teach the way of 
God truthfully, and care for not man; for you do not regard 
the position of men” (Matthew 22:16; Luke 20:21). So our 
Lord was blunt when it came to speaking the truth - and 
this was recognised. He would speak the truth to the 
crowds too, and “care not for man.” In our Gospel today 
our Lord says to an ever-increasing crowd that “this 
generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign” (Luke 
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11:29). There were those among them, perhaps many, who 
wanted signs and wonders. This is what they were 
interested in, and what they demanded from Jesus by way 
of proof. At root, they were indifferent — and some were 
hostile. Our Lord did give plenty of signs, but the sight of 
his Person and the hearing of his teaching was, in reality, 
enough for those of goodwill. Our Lord draws on 
Scripture to give examples even from those who were not 
of the chosen people — the Ninevites and the Queen of the 
South. They could see the truth of what they saw and 
heard, without the need of miracles. The “queen of the 
south will rise with the men of this generation and 
condemn them, because she came from the ends of the 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon and there is 
something greater than Solomon here” (Luke 11:29-32). If 
she could see the wisdom of Solomon, if the pagan 
Ninevites could accept the preaching of Jonah, how is it 
that “this generation” does not recognize him and accept 
his teaching, for “there is something greater than” Solomon 



3190 


and Jonah here. Our Lord is setting forth the perennial 
problem facing fallen man since the event of his coming. It 
is the problem expressed in St John’s Prologue: “He came 
to his own, and his own did not receive him” (1:11). It is 
for Christ that we were created. Paul tells us that before 
the world began, God chose us in Christ to be holy and full 
of love in his sight. Eternal life, our Lord made clear at the 
Last Supper, consists in knowing the Father and Jesus 
Christ whom he sent. It is by believing, that we shall be 
saved (Mark 16:16). 

Man cannot afford to be indifferent to Jesus Christ, 
the incarnate Son of God and Saviour of the world, but so 
many are. So then, thinking of our Lord’s condemnation of 
this basic indifference, let us resolve to make him the love 
of our life. But how are we to do this? To begin with, we 
simply must spend real and quality time contemplating the 
Person and words of Jesus Christ. If we do not think of 
him much, we shall never get to know him nor to love him. 
In our Gospel passage today (Luke 11:29-32) there were 
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people demanding from him a sign. They were not 
contemplating him and his words much — they wanted, 
rather, to see more spectacles. But all that was really 
needed was to observe him in good faith and with an open 
and religious heart, in order to be convinced of his truth. 
Consider his first disciples, as recounted in the Gospel of 
St John. John the Baptist pointed our Lord out to two of 
his disciples, saying “There is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.” At this they followed Jesus 
(1:37). It was as simple and as immediate as that. When 
our Lord turned to them and asked what they wanted, they 
said to him “Rabbi, where do you live?” They stayed with 
him the rest of that day and came to see that he was the 
Messiah, the One long promised. They became his true 
disciples. They observed him, contemplated him, listened 
to him, learned from him, and responded by giving to him 
their hearts. All they needed was to get to know him with a 
truly religious heart. There were no miracles involved in 
the case of these first two. It is a paradigm for all of us. 
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That is what we need to do — to get to know the mind and 
heart of Jesus Christ. We must put time into prayer and 
into the prayerful consideration of the Person of Jesus. St 
Teresa of Avila, Doctor of the Church, guarantees that 
anyone who perseveringly puts time into prayer will come 
to know our Lord and grow in true union with him. We 
must resolve to be with Jesus, to live in his company, to 
contemplate him, and in this way to strive to get to know 
the heart of Jesus Christ. If we do this, we shall be opening 
ourselves to the action of the Holy Spirit who will teach us 
who Jesus is and that he is our all. 

Let us resolve not to be like those our Lord was 
speaking about in today’s Gospel who wanted signs and 
other proofs. The greatest “sign” we can possibly receive 
as to the Person of Jesus will come to us in persevering 
prayer and living in his company day by day in the midst of 
our ordinary duties. We must learn to be contemplatives in 
the midst of our everyday life, people who live ordinary 
lives in the presence of Jesus. Thus will our ordinary life 
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become a life marked with the grandeur planned for it by 
God. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-eighth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 1:16-25; Psalm 19:2-5; 

Luke 11:37-41 

After Jesus had spoken, a Pharisee invited him to dine 
at his home. He entered and reclined at table to eat. The 
Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not observe the 
prescribed washing before the meal. The Lord said to him, 
“Oh you Pharisees! Although you cleanse the outside of 
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the cup and the dish, inside you are filled with plunder and 
evil. You fools! Did not the maker of the outside also 
make the inside ? But as to what is within, give alms, and 
behold, everything will be clean for you.” (Luke 11:37-41) 

Christ and the Pharisee Let us notice one obvious 
thing in our Gospel scene today. It is that our Lord readily 
accepts an invitation to dine with the Pharisee, a member 
of the body which in general — with some notable 
exceptions — was most critical of him. That is to say, our 
Lord was available for all. We remember how he 
immediately accepted a request from a centurion to go to 
his house and cure his servant. He cheerily invited himself 
to the home of Zacchaeus the leading tax collector in 
Jericho, and thereupon brought about his conversion. We 
read of him visiting the towns and villages and the farms 
— note, the farms — in his missionary campaign to the 
House of Israel. In sending out his disciples, he instructed 
them, “Where you enter a house, stay there until you leave 
the place” (Mark 6:10), including a directive that they enter 
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individual homes. Following his call of Matthew, we read 
that he attended a “great feast in his house” (Luke 5:29). 
We find him in the home of Martha and Mary of Bethany 
(Luke 10:38). We read that at the request of the 
Synagogue ruler, he visited his home and raised the little 
girl there. On invitation, he was in the house of Simon the 
Pharisee when the woman who was a sinner came and 
washed his feet with her tears. He had come to call sinners 
to repentance, to heal those who needed the doctor, to bring 
all to the knowledge and love of the Father. Our Lord is 
available for sinful man, and has come to seek out those 
who are lost. He has come for sinners — and we are all 
among them. On “one Sabbath, when he went to dine at 
the house of a ruler who belonged to the Pharisees, they 
were watching him” (Luke 14:1). He visited the house of 
this ruler. So then, in typical fashion he accepted the 
invitation to dine with our Pharisee today, and in this he 
was revealing the character, the love and the availability of 
God our heavenly Father, for Christ is the image of the 
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Father. He who sees me sees the Father, he told his 
disciples. He stands at our door knocking, and his 
knocking is gentle — he will not force himself on us. Let 
us then respond with alacrity to the offer of his love, for he 
awaits our invitation to enter the house that is our mind, 
our heart and our soul. 

The second thing we notice in our scene is that, for his 
part and in typical fashion, the Pharisee “was amazed to 
see he did not observe the prescribed washing before the 
meal.” This prescribed washing was elaborate, largely 
unnecessary, and it was imposed or at least expected as a 
religious obligation. We get the impression that the 
amazement of the Pharisee was genuine enough and 
without deliberate malice — which is to say he was blind 
and unable to distinguish true religious duties from mere 
human rules initially designed, doubtless, to protect 
divinely-revealed obligations. This was the person whom 
our Lord consented to visit and dine with in his home. The 
reaction of the Pharisee to our Lord’s non-observance of 
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these details of Jewish religious custom and Law brought 
forth from our Lord his teaching on the priority of 
purification of the heart. It was this which the Pharisees 
were missing. “Oh you Pharisees! Although you cleanse 
the outside of the cup and the dish, inside you are filled 
with plunder and evil. You fools! Did not the maker of the 
outside also make the inside? But as to what is within, 
give alms, and behold, everything will be clean for you” 
(Luke 11:37-41). It is so easy to take pride in certain of 
our outward observances in life while being very neglectful 
of fundamental requirements of the moral and spiritual life. 
The Pharisee did not understand how spiritually rotten he 
and his like-minded group were. Our Lord says here they 
were “filled with plunder and evil”, and needing to “give 
alms.” Their spiritual condition led to avarice, cruelty and 
injustice towards others. The supreme manifestation of 
this was the condemnation by the Sanhedrin of the all-holy 
Son of God made man. While we must not attribute our 
Lord’s denunciation to all of the scribes, Pharisees and 
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priestly class, it is certainly to be applied to some and even 
many of them. Let us take our Lord’s words and apply 
them to ourselves. We must aim at putting on the mind of 
Christ and modelling our hearts on his. This is the 
disposition he expects of one whose “house” he is entering. 

Sanctity, genuine sanctity of the heart, is what we are 
called to. It is a universal call involving all the baptized, 
and is addressed above all to the interior man. The 
kingdom of God is within you, our Lord said. That is to 
say, once we have accepted Jesus Christ by faith and 
baptism, the triune God dwells within us. Thus is the 
Kingdom of God within you. By means of God’s grace we 
are able to put on the mind of Christ. Let us take up the 
challenge and make it the one thing necessary. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-eighth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 2:1-11; Psalm 62:2-3, 6-7, 9; 
Luke 11:42-46 

Jesus said, Woe to you Pharisees, because you give 
God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden 
herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You 
should have practised the latter without leaving the former 
undone. Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most 
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important seats in the synagogues and greetings in the 
market-places. Woe to you, because you are like unmarked 
graves, which men walk over without knowing it. One of 
the experts in the law answered him, Teacher, when you 
say these things, you insult us also. Jesus replied, And you 
experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people 
down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you 
yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. (Luke 
11 : 42 - 46 ) 

True Religion If there is one thing which comes 
through in our Lord’s indictment of the Pharisees (at least 
those to whom he was speaking), it is that they deformed 
religion. They did not honour and glorify God. As with 
anything produced by fallen man, religion can easily be 
corrupted and turned to the honour of man. But man can 
see that God should be given highest honour and glory, 
even if he finds this of the utmost difficulty because of his 
fallen condition. Centuries before our Gospel scene, Plato 
in his Republic advocated censoring “any story,” such as 
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told “by Hesiod and Homer and the other poets,” which 
“gives a bad image of the nature of the gods,” portraying 
them as petty, devious, or “warring and plotting and 
fighting against each other.” The gods, in Plato’s eyes, 
should only be represented as good, and pious, because it is 
the nature of divinity to be good. So God is to be 
honoured, and Plato is highlighting the fact that in many of 
the myths, the goodness of the divine was not honoured. 
His disciple Aristotle, who outstripped Plato in his realist 
philosophy, speaks of theology as “the most divine 
knowledge” and the “most worthy of honour.” Despite this 
acknowledgment, Aristotle did not give much place in his 
system to a vibrant religion as such. If we think of religion 
as a living and conscious relationship between man and the 
divine with direct results in the shape and course of human 
behaviour (as in, most obviously, Moses and the Hebrew 
prophets prior to Aristotle), Aristotle's philosophy suggests 
little of religion. His “God” is the Unmoved Mover, a 
metaphysical principle, and the ultimate source of motion 
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in the universe by being loved (i.e., desired). But “he” 
cares little for man and his worship, and he is caught up in 
self-contemplation. The Prime Mover did not, of course, 
create the world from nothing — the world was eternal as 
was the Prime Mover. Still, Aristotle’s Unmoved Mover, 
the divine mind which causes change in other things 
without itself undergoing change, is the supreme object 
worthy of human and divine thought. We have here the 
indication that, theoretically at least, God is to be honoured 
above all else — even if it is hard to imagine how, as 
Aristotle’s First Mover is described, “he” could ever be the 
living object of a vital religion. 

I mention these famous ancient philosophers simply to 
illustrate the recognition that God is to be honoured and 
glorified above all else. It is preeminently in the practice of 
authentic religion that man does this. Hence the 
importance of religion in the thought and action of man. 
Religion is the supreme human activity. But it is one thing 
to think about religion, as the great Aristotle did to a point, 
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and it is another to be genuinely religious. Man is called 
especially to be religious, and his humanity finds its 
highest expression in religion — but we must understand 
what we mean by “religion,” for it was against the 
deformation of religion that Plato wrote and the Hebrew 
prophets inveighed. In stressing this supreme human 
activity, the prophets (who preceded chronologically the 
great Greek philosophers) transcend the philosophers. 
Christ, of course, surpasses them all — and in our Gospel 
today we see him condemning practitioners of religion for 
their corruption of this most noble, beautiful and central of 
human action and expression. “Woe to you Pharisees, 
because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all 
other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the 
love of God. You should have practised the latter without 
leaving the former undone.” They performed religious 
practices (as they conceived them), but were unjust and 
did not love God in their practices. “Woe to you Pharisees, 
because you love the most important seats in the 



3205 


synagogues and greetings in the market-places.” They 
strove for social position and personal honour among men, 
and did not strive to honour and glorify God while abasing 
themselves. The professional students and experts in 
God’s Law (given to Moses) were also unjust and 
unfeeling: “And you experts in the law, woe to you, 
because you load people down with burdens they can 
hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to 
help them” (Luke 11:42-46). All up, our Lord’s words put 
us all on notice that religion indeed is the most important 
thing in our life, but it can so easily be deformed and 
corrupted. God can be sidelined, and the glory and honour 
due to him can be directed to one’s own Self. Let us not 
neglect this warning, because it is a daily danger for those 
blessed with a lively religious instinct. One’s conscience 
must be examined every day over it. 

Perhaps one of the most distinctive things about 
Revealed Religion is that it constitutes a call to a holiness 
which is not merely ceremonial and worshipful, but moral. 
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The gods wanted the observance of the ceremonies because 
that honoured them. But they were not particularly moral 
or holy, and did not particularly demand holiness of their 
devotees. Not so with the all-holy God of Israel, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be holy, for I am holy, he 
famously said. This holiness is utterly moral, and it 
condemns and threatens all immorality. The scribes and 
Pharisees whom our Lord condemned (and he did not 
condemn all of them) were immoral. Their religion was 
thus a deformation and an insult to the all-holy God. The 
exemplar is Jesus Christ, our God and Brother. Let us take 
our stand with him and follow, at all costs, in his footsteps. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-eighth Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 3:21-30; Psalm 129; 

Luke 11:47-54 

Jesus said to the experts in the law, Woe to you, 
because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your 
forefathers who killed them. So you testify that you 
approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the 
prophets, and you build their tombs. Because of this, God 



3208 


in his wisdom said, 7 will send them prophets and apostles, 
some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute. ’ 
Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the 
blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the 
beginning of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood 
of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the 
sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held 
responsible for it all. Woe to you experts in the law, 
because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You 
yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those 
who were entering. When Jesus left there, the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely 
and to besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in 
something he might say. (Luke 11:47-54) 

Sanctity In our Gospel today (Luke 11:47-54), we 
are shown the opposite of people who respond to Jesus 
Christ with love. The saints are those who do respond with 
love, and are a powerful stimulus to the Christian life by 
their example - consider, for instance, the French Catholic 
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missionaries martyred in the 1640s in North America 
(Isaac Jogues and Jacques de Brebeuf and their 
companions) or, say, St Paul of the Cross. In thinking of 
them we think of persons whose lives were entirely centred 
on the Person of Christ. Christ for them was the 
embodiment and source of all true blessings. They were 
like the one in our Lord’s parable who having discovered 
the treasure in the field went and sold all he had and bought 
the field. In his Letter to the Ephesians St Paul addresses 
“the holy ones who are ... faithful in Christ Jesus.” So 
they were faithful in Jesus Christ. St Paul immediately 
gives praise and thanks to God the Father “who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens” 
(Ephesians 1:3). Every genuine Christian is convinced that 
this is the case. Our greatest blessing is that we are in 
Christ Jesus. Throughout his Letters St Paul refers 
constantly to our being “in Christ” and to Christ being “in 
us.” This has its roots in God’s special choice of us from 
“before the foundation of the world.” He chose each of us 
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in Christ from eternity with a wondrous vocation, to be 
“holy and full of love in his sight.” We ought be 
immensely grateful for the gift of life, and being grateful, 
have a profound sense of responsibility in regard to it. We 
must use our life to attain the purpose for which it was 
given. That purpose is holiness in Christ, and bringing his 
Person to the world. 

The saints now in heaven attained this holiness to 
which we are all called, and they did so by taking the 
means Christ provided for this purpose. What then are we 
doing to attain the holiness which is the will of God for us? 
We must adopt a real plan of life designed to achieve the 
goal for which we have been created and redeemed. How 
much time for interior prayer do I set aside each day? For 
the busy lay person there should be a little time at least — 
let us say, ten or fifteen minutes. This could be given to 
God perhaps at the start of the day, so as to begin the day 
well and in the presence of God. Apart from that time set 
aside for personal prayer (perhaps with the aid of a Gospel 
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text), there ought be the effort to form a growing habit of 
frequently raising the mind and the heart to God. This can 
be done in brief prayerful aspirations in the midst of one’s 
daily work: O Father! Dear Father! Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph! My Guardian Angel! There are numerous ways 
we can briefly raise our minds and hearts to God in the 
midst of our daily activities. There ought also be a little 
time set aside each day for the reading of some spiritual 
book that will nourish one’s life of prayer and contact with 
God. It could be a chapter of the Gospels. The Sacraments 
must be at the heart of one’s life, especially the Sacraments 
of the Eucharist and Penance. They are the principal 
moments of encounter with Christ in the life of the Church, 
and are major channels of grace. Sunday Mass is of 
paramount importance, and it is a very good thing to be 
coming to Mass during the week. The ideal is daily Mass, 
if this can be done. The Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession) ought be approached frequently, regularly, 
with a lively faith and a true spirit of repentance. I would 
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recommend at least every month, but best of all, weekly. 
There ought be a daily examination of conscience with the 
emphasis being on amendment of life and a new beginning. 
We must learn to sanctify all we that we do. Our daily 
work itself is a major means of personal sanctification, 
because our daily work embodies our duties and 
responsibilities. It contains, then, the will of God for us in 
practical terms, the field in which we do the work of God 
given to us in life and the arena in which we can spread, in 
appropriate fashion, the knowledge and love of the Saviour 
in the world. 

As we think of our calling to holiness of life that has 
its roots in God’s eternal choice, it is imperative that we 
have a concrete plan to attain it. So then, now I begin! In 
his Spiritual Exercises St Ignatius Loyola puts three 
questions to us: What have I done for Christ? What am I 
doing for him? What shall I do for him? At the heart of 
the true answer to this is following Christ as he carries his 
Cross in bearing witness to the truth about himself. We are 
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called to bear witness to Christ in our daily life, as we 
renounce self, take up our daily cross and follow in the 
footsteps of the Master. 
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Friday of the Twenty-eighth Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:1-8; Psalm 32: lb-2, 5, 11; 
Luke 12:1-7 

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had 
gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, 
Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: Be on 
your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy. There is nothing concealed that will not be 



3215 


disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What 
you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and 
what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will 
be proclaimed from the roofs. I tell you, my friends, do not 
be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do 
no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear 
him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw 
you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five 
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 
forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows. (Luke 12:1-7) 

God’s plan One of the most influential little books 
in the Church’s history — a short working manual or set of 
spiritual directions — is the Spiritual Exercises of St 
Ignatius. At the beginning of it, Ignatius sets forth the 
foundation of everything that follows. That foundation is 
that, by God’s loving choice of us, we were made to know, 
love and serve him. Everything else that enters our life 
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must serve this basic purpose. The rest of the Spiritual 
Exercises are designed to assist us in getting this right in 
our life — which means accepting Jesus Christ as our 
Lord. In the first chapter of his Letter to the Ephesians, St 
Paul refers to God’s personal choice of us. “In Christ we 
were chosen”, he writes. This choice of us is “in accord 
with the purpose of the One who accomplishes all things 
according to the intention of his will” (1:11). So God has 
chosen us in accord with his plan, and he has the power to 
accomplish this plan. As St Paul says, it was in Christ that 
we were chosen, and God accomplishes his plan for us 
through Christ and by our living in him. Our hope is in 
Christ, who is the One who fulfills the saving plan of God. 
St Paul points with hope to the future, a future in eternity 
with God. Our homeland is in heaven and our means of 
getting there lies in living in Christ. This world and this 
life is passing away — as John Henry Newman once wrote, 
life is short and eternity is long. Every minute this short 
life we enjoy is passing. We have but one shot, and it had 
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better hit the mark, for there will be no further chance to 
gain the prize. It is imperative that we make wise and 
effective use of the time we have to attain our true end. So 
let us keep before us constantly this great end for which we 
were made, which is God himself and our being forever 
with him. It ought be the abiding thought of each day, 
together with the fact that we have been given the divine 
Counsellor and Friend to guide us there. St Paul tells us 
that we “were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 
1:13). Our life then ought be full of hope, a hope based on 
the power of God to accomplish his purpose which is our 
sanctification and redemption. 

At the heart of a genuine Christian life is this 
fundamental point: we must follow Christ as he makes his 
way to Calvary. He told his disciples that “anyone who 
wishes to be my disciple must renounce himself, take up 
his cross every day and follow in my footsteps.” All knew 
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what the fearsome image of the “cross” meant. This 
requirement alone would have made the Christian religion 
distinctive. Crucifixion had been famous for the previous 
few centuries. On one occasion Alexander the Great 
crucified thousands. It was in use among the Seleucids, 
Carthaginians, and Romans from about the 6th century BC 
to the early 4th century AD. In the year 337, Emperor 
Constantine I abolished it in the Roman Empire out of 
veneration for Jesus Christ, its holiest and most famous 
victim. Till the end of the world, the very term 
“crucifixion” will resound with its association with Jesus 
Christ and the divine religion he instituted. Christ requires 
of his disciples that they be ready to be with him on his 
way to Calvary, and that, like Mary and the beloved 
disciple, they be with him there. It will not do to desert 
him when the going gets difficult, when the sea gets rough, 
when opposition to Jesus Christ and his way faces our 
efforts. Being with Christ at Calvary must be translated 
into the constant small duties of everyday life and the 
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unending renunciations that are involved. Now, what is it 
that will give us the courage to be with Christ when it 
involves carrying the cross? What will give us the desire 
to embrace the cross in imitation of him? It is nothing less 
than love. What gives this desire is a great personal love 
for Jesus Christ and a great hope for the future which God 
has revealed that he has planned for us. Our Lord time and 
again told his disciples that it was necessary for him to 
suffer in order to enter into glory. The glory with his 
heavenly Father that was awaiting him gave him strength, 
and a foretaste of that glory was witnessed by the three 
Apostles during the Transfiguration on the high mountain. 
We need to immerse ourselves with Christ in both his 
Passion and in his Resurrection, and we do this in and by 
love for him. We need to experience the love he showed 
for us in dying for each of us, and we need to experience 
the joy he experienced in rising from the dead to glory. 

All this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 12:1-7): 
“Do not be afraid; you are worth more than many 
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sparrows.” Let us not fear the generous following of Jesus 
Christ. The Passion of Christ will teach us how much 
Christ loved us, and the Resurrection of Christ will give us 
great hope in the power of God. By his power the Father 
will accomplish his purposes for us, just as he did for 
Jesus. Let us then have a great hope in the power of God. 
Let us look forward to our homeland in heaven where we 
shall be with Christ who is our love, and let us ask God to 
help us so love Christ that we want to share in his 
sufferings, and thus share in his resurrection. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-eighth Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:13, 16-18; Psalm 105:6-9, 
42-43; Luke 12:8-12 

Jesus said, I tell you, whoever acknowledges me 
before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him 
before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before 
men will be disowned before the angels of God. And 
everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will 
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be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven. When you are brought before 
synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about 
how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for 
the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should 
say. (Luke 12:8-12) 

The Holy Spirit There were numerous heresies in 
the early Church. Sabellianism, named for its founder 
Sabellius (2nd century), held that the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit are but three modes, roles or faces of a 
single Divine Person who was God. Among other things 
this, of course, implies that Jesus Christ was without a 
human nature. He could not, in the nature of the case 
therefore, have atoned for the sin of the world by 
personally suffering and dying on a cross. There was 
Adoptionism, which had it that Jesus was a human being 
who was “adopted” by God at his conception, at which 
point he developed a divine nature. Subsequent versions 
sometimes suggest that he was adopted later, such as when 
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he was baptized by John the Baptist. The most famous of 
the early heresies, the Arian, denied the divinity of Jesus. 
Jesus was but a special creation by God for man’s 
salvation. There were also those who denied the distinct 
personality of the JJoly Spirit, and one of the notable 
features of the Creed of the Councils of Nicea and 
Constantinople is its insistence that the JJoly Spirit is a 
third divine Person, just as much a Person and just as 
divine as is the Father and as is the Son. With them he is 
equally to be adored and glorified. There are many 
references to the Spirit of God in the Old Testament, just as 
there are numerous references in the Old Testament to the 
Word of God. But it is only in the New Testament that 
both the Word of God and the Spirit of God are revealed as 
distinct divine Persons. The Father himself makes it clear 
(in, for instance, the baptism of our Lord and during his 
transfiguration) that Jesus is his beloved Son. At his 
baptism the distinct Personality of the JJoly Spirit is 
implied by the descent of the Dove. Jesus does make clear 
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in the Gospels that the Holy Spirit is a distinct divine 
Person, and that he is God. Our brief Gospel passage today 
(Luke 12:8-12) is one of those passages that report our 
Lord’s teaching on the Holy Spirit. With characteristic 
humility and love our Lord exalts the Holy Spirit. While 
“a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven,” the “one 
who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven.” Setting aside the question of what sin our Lord 
refers to here, it certainly is an exaltation of the Holy 
Spirit: one can “blaspheme” against the Spirit of God. 

Let us then cultivate a profound reverence for the 
Person of the Holy Spirit. Christ described himself as 
meek and humble of heart, and the Holy Spirit is his Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit, then, appears as profoundly humble, 
loving to hide himself so as to bear abundant witness to the 
Father and the Son. Our Lord said that he who sees him, 
Jesus, sees the Father. He, then, is the image of the Father, 
his perfect revelation. Inasmuch as he described himself as 
meek and humble of heart, and inasmuch as he is the image 



3225 


of the Father, the Father, too, in some sense is meek and 
humble of heart. This is revealed in the extent to which, in 
his Son, the Father is prepared to identify with his lowly 
and sinful creatures. Blessed John Duns Scotus said that 
the Incarnation ought not be seen as simply the divine 
response to man’s sin. The Incarnation was always 
intended — which is to say that from all eternity God 
yearned to take his place among the lowly, among his 
creatures as one of them. It reveals what we might call the 
humility of the infinite, all-holy, omnipotent God. But of 
course the Holy Spirit is the life of the triune God, and the 
humility of the Son and of the Father is the humility of the 
Spirit of God, for the Spirit of God is their divine life. 
How we ought pray to the Holy Spirit that he enable us to 
be like our Father in heaven by being like Jesus our Lord! 
He can give us the grace to be humble. This is but one 
area, fundamental though it be, in which we are called to 
be like unto God, by the power of his grace — that grace 
given to us by the Holy Spirit. But there is more. In our 



3226 


Gospel passage today, not only does our Lord defend and 
exalt the Holy Spirit, implying that we ought subject 
ourselves to the Lordship of the Holy Spirit. He also 
invites us to entrust ourselves to the care of the Holy Spirit 
in our life of bearing witness to him, to Jesus. “When they 
take you before synagogues and before rulers and 
authorities, do not worry about how or what your defence 
will be or about what you are to say. For the Holy Spirit 
will teach you at that moment what you should say” (Luke 
12:8-12). Let us take our Lord at his word here, and look 
to the Holy Spirit for his guidance. Of course, we must 
not, as St Paul writes in one of his Letters, make “the Holy 
Spirit sad” by deliberate and unrepented sin. 

Let us resolve to remain in, and always regain when it 
is lost, the state of grace. Thus will the Holy Spirit remains 
with us as in his temple. He abides with Christ’s faithful in 
order to sustain them in their quest for holiness and in 
bearing witness to Jesus. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts 
of your faithful! Let us make this our constant prayer. The 
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Holy Spirit is the gift of the Father and the risen Jesus to 
the Church and to each of the faithful. He is the Sanctifier 
and the Evangelizer. Let us resolve to be open to his daily 
action and fit instruments of his work for the Church and 
the world. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Twenty-ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 53:10-11; Psalm 33:4-5, 18- 
19,20,22; Hebrews 4:14-16; Mark 10:35-45 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus 
and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you. ” He replied, “What do you wish 
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me to do for you ? ” They answered him, “Grant that in 
your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at 
your left. ” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you 
are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
They said to him, “We can. ” Jesus said to them, “The cup 
that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my 
right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for 
whom it has been prepared. ” When the ten heard this, they 
became indignant at James and John. Jesus summoned 
them and said to them, “You know that those who are 
recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones make their authority over them felt. 
But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes 
to be great among you will be your servant; whoever 
wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For 
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for many. ” (Mark 10:35-45) 
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Cup of Death It is recognized that Socrates, Plato 
and Aristotle were the greatest of ancient philosophers, and 
in effect the founders of the Western philosophical 
tradition. While Plato outstripped Aristotle in his influence 
on Christian thought in the first millennium, once 
Aristotle’s works were obtained in the Medieval West and 
so brilliantly commented on by Aquinas and his disciples, 
his influence then surpassed that of Plato. Aristotle (384 
BC - 322 BC), whose extant writings in such areas as 
metaphysics and ethics command great attention to this 
day, had a varied life. Eventually he was invited by Philip 
II of Macedon to become the tutor to his son Alexander 
(the Great) in 343 BC. Appointed as the head of the royal 
academy of Macedon, he gave lessons not only to 
Alexander, but also to two other future kings: Ptolemy and 
Cassander. From 335 to 323 B.C. Aristotle was in Athens. 
Upon Alexander’s premature death, anti-Macedonian 
sentiment in Athens once again flared and Aristotle (a 
Macedonian) was denounced for not holding the gods in 
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honour. Certainly — and despite the place of the Prime 
Mover in Aristotle’s system — the divine does not get 
much of a look-in within the rest of it. Aristotle fled the 
city to his mother’s family estate in Chalcis, explaining, “I 
will not allow the Athenians to sin twice against 
philosophy,” a reference to Athens’s trial, sentence and 
execution of Socrates (by imposed suicide) some two 
generations before. Aristotle died in Euboea of natural 
causes within the year (in 322 BC). What I would suggest 
is to be noticed is the great philosopher’s perfectly normal 
and common attitude to death. It must be avoided, if 
possible. There was a threat to his life coming from the 
centres of influence in Athens, so he fled — a perfectly 
healthy response in view of the unjust charge. The notion 
of accepting death, unjustly imposed, for some higher 
purpose for mankind would not, I am sure, have entered the 
brilliant mind of the one whom Aquinas and the ages have 
called “The Philosopher.” I suspect that he would have 
looked on such a notion of death as grandiose and with a 



3232 


disdain similar to his well-known contempt for Alexander 
the Great’s pretence of divinity. Here, though, I present 
Aristotle’s flight from an unjust threat to life as emblematic 
of all men. It is what we would expect and recommend. 
But it also helps to show the originality of Jesus Christ. 

What do I mean? Whoever heard of having the 
mission to die — as a mission! Aristotle’s famous pupil, 
Alexander, set forth (with Aristotle’s encouragement) to 
conquer the Persians. That was his mission — not, of 
course, to die, but to put to death anyone who stood in his 
way. And this he did very successfully. Nothing could 
stop him except, finally, his own exhausted soldiers who 
refused to go further into Asia. All this is to be expected: 
the aim was to live victoriously and certainly not to die. 
But what we have in the all-holy Person of Jesus Christ, a 
Person with a human intelligence and power which, 
because of his divinity, transcended far all before and after 
him, is One whose mission was precisely to drink the cup 
of death. Aristotle could see that there was nothing divine 
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about Alexander. But those closest to Jesus Christ came to 
see that he was indeed and literally divine — and he 
himself claimed and proved the fact. But he declared to 
those who believed in him that his mission in life was to 
die. To say the least, this was original in One who had to 
be taken and was taken with the utmost seriousness, even 
by his enemies. He increasingly explained, and with the 
utmost clarity, to his uncomprehending disciples that he 
had the cup of death to drink. All of this brings us to our 
Gospel today (Mark 10:35-45), in which Christ asks two of 
his closest disciples if they could drink his cup: “What do 
you wish me to do for you?” They answered him, “Grant 
that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the 
other at your left.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know 
what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or 
be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
They said to him, “We can.” Jesus said to them, “The cup 
that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized.” So there we 
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have it. Christ had to be “baptized” in death. His mission 
was to drink this cup. It is one of the most distinctive 
things about the Christian religion, that the Incarnate Son 
of God came among us to die for mankind. Islam cannot 
swallow the thought of the holy prophet Jesus having to die 
on the cross. But such was the fact, such was the plan of 
God, such was the prophecy — thus the world would be 
redeemed and brought to God. The highest point in human 
living is union with Jesus Christ, precisely in his 
sufferings. 

It is by choosing the cross with Christ — whatever 
this means for the person who does this — that one will be 
able to share in his resurrection. Christ chose death as the 
supreme moment of bearing witness to divine truth, and 
invites us to follow in his footsteps. As Aquinas says, 
Christ suffered for us as a remedy against sin and as an 
example of what we ought to do. It is from the cross that 
he gives the supreme example of all the virtues — charity, 
patience, humility, obedience, contempt for earthy things 
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0 Commentary on the Apostles Creed, article.4). Let us pray 
for a deep appreciation of the centrality of Christ’s Cross in 
human history, of its supreme importance for the salvation 
of mankind, and of how Christ has transformed death from 
being a total negative to a wondrous and luminous gate to 
glory and to life. But all is to be done in union with him. 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:20-25; Psalm: Luke 1; 

Luke 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to share the inheritance with me. ” He replied to 
him, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and 
arbitrator? ” Then he said to the crowd, “Take care to 
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guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s 
life does not consist of possessions. ” Then he told them a 
parable. “There was a rich man whose land produced a 
bountiful harvest. He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
do not have space to store my harvest? ’ And he said, ‘This 
is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build 
larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and other 
goods and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have 
so many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat, 
drink, be merry! ” But God said to him, ‘You fool, this 
night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you 
have prepared, to whom will they belong? ’ Thus will it be 
for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not 
rich in what matters to God. ” (Luke 12:13-21) 

Being Rich I have come across certain Christian 
traditions which consider that if we are in God’s favour, if 
we are serving him aright and according to his will, he will 
assuredly reward us with material prosperity in some form. 
That is to say, provided we try to keep God’s 
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commandments generously and not, for instance, defraud 
others, and provided we are generous with God in our time 
and in our service, say, of the poor — then a sign of being 
in the friendship of God will be our possession of wealth. I 
distinctly remember one member of a Christian 
communion, a successful businessman and active member 
of his local church, who thought this. It is a very mistaken 
notion, perhaps derived from a reading of certain passages 
of Scripture — but not in the light of the Person, life and 
teaching of Christ. Of course, it is true that God wants us 
to prosper and to be rich — but rich in the things that 
matter to God. This may also involve, if it serves his 
purposes, our acquiring material wealth, but it may not. 
God wants all of us to be rich in what constitutes life in his 
Kingdom, a Kingdom that will never end. He wants us to 
be rich in possessing him and in the blessings of eternity, 
and not just rich in what will pass away into nothing after 
our short span of life. As Cardinal Newman writes at the 
end of one of his most famous books, “Life is short, 
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eternity long.” The trap for so many very intelligent 
people is that they do not look ahead very far. I remember 
several years ago there was an outstanding businessman in 
Australia who during the course of his life amassed a 
fortune, but then suddenly he died at the age of about 52, 
and was cremated. I could not help thinking of the irony of 
such a life. I wondered whether he had looked well ahead. 
After all, it was quite foreseeable that he could take 
nothing of his vast wealth with him. All that remained here 
on earth of the material side of his own very self, was ajar 
of ashes. His vast wealth went not with him but to his 
relatives. God does want us to be wealthy both here and 
hereafter, but with true wealth, the wealth that will last — 
and the only true wealth is life in God. 

In our Gospel today (Luke 12:13-21) our Lord is 
asked by someone in the crowd to tell his brother to share 
the inheritance with him. It could have been a perfectly 
legitimate claim, and worthy of resolution in his favour. 
But our Lord made it clear that that was not what he came 
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to do. He had not been appointed by his Father to be a 
civil magistrate. He had not come to assist people to add to 
their bank-balance. Indeed, an addition to a bank-balance 
could result in a deeper form of poverty. On this occasion 
he warned against greed for material possessions because, 
self evidently, life is neither gained nor secured by material 
possessions alone. He tells a story that is replicated so very 
often in real life, of the man who builds up an abundance 
of possessions, thinking that his security is thus assured. 
With all his possessions in place, he can now enjoy himself 
in all security. The danger? The danger, apart from 
anything, is that he will see little need for God as his only 
security. Thus in our Lord’s story, the rich and secure man 
says to himself: “Now you have so many good things 
stored up for many years — rest, eat, drink, be merry!” 
His mistake is, not that he took steps to provide himself 
with some material security for the future (under God), but 
that his life consisted in doing only this or at least primarily 
this. In making this his goal, and in attaining this goal, he 
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fooled himself into thinking that he was secure. Being 
secure, he could do as he pleased — he could “rest, eat, 
drink, be merry.” He utterly misconceived his situation 
and how precarious it was. It depended on his material 
possessions, or more precisely on his temporal life. It 
should have depended on communion with God. Thus he 
was not prepared for his real future. So in the story God 
says to him “You fool!” His real future depended on the 
judgment of God which was so imminent. The divine 
judgment depended on how rich he was in what matters to 
God. And what is it that matters to God? What matters to 
God is not the possession of mere material gifts nor indeed 
the mere possession of any gifts. Rather, what is all- 
important is hearing the word and the will of God, and 
putting it into practice. 

This is what will make us rich. On one occasion a 
woman from the crowd raised her voice on hearing and 
seeing our Lord and said, “Blessed is the womb that bore 
you!” She was praising the mother of Jesus and extolling 
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how fortunate she was in having such a son. Our Lord 
replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of 
God and put it into practice.” Our Lady is blessed beyond 
all others because, primarily, of this. In this was she 
immensely rich in the sight of God, both during her life and 
now in eternity. Let us resolve to seek after the true riches, 
and to use all other things that come our way to help us to 
belong to Christ and to live according to his will. This is 
the one thing necessary. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; 

Psalm 40:7-10, 17; Luke 12:35-38 

Jesus said, Be dressed ready for service and keep 
your lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to 
return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will 
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be good for those servants whose master finds them 
watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress 
himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will 
come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants 
whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the 
second or third watch of the night. (Luke 12:35-38) 

Christ’s Comings The obvious danger for us in 
life is that we can easily come to love the things we see, 
hear, touch, smell and taste, and forget the unseen One who 
sustains them all. This is because, despite the spiritual 
nature of our personhood (which embraces our mind, our 
will and our spiritual self), we ourselves are also a material 
part of our material world. We are, each of us, a spiritual 
self that is embodied. Though we are reflectively aware of 
our inner selves (a non-material cognitive activity of the 
spiritual self), in the first instance we know the things 
before us, and these things are material. The things before 
us are material - we know them with our senses and we 
tend to love, want and possess them. We tend to satisfy 
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ourselves with them, forgetting the One in whose unseen 
hand all that there is endures. Yet despite this obvious 
tendency, the history of mankind bears witness to man’s 
yearning for the great One who is beyond this world. The 
heart of man is not satisfied by the things of this world, 
though he might think he is satisfied by them. Further, 
man knows, or in due course comes to know — almost by 
instinct — that there is a great Beyond Who is the source 
of his happiness and security. The witness of the peoples 
and societies of mankind as to the nature of the 
Supernatural varies enormously, but the voice of mankind 
is in agreement that there is a Supernatural on whom we 
depend. The religious challenge for each man or woman is 
to attain both a detachment from the things of the world 
and a powerful attachment to the God who sustains him 
and the world that he tends to love, want and possess. And 
this is what our Lord is talking about in our Gospel passage 
today. In very simple language he tells the parable of the 
servants “who await their master’s return from a wedding, 
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ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.” 
The point is that we must be “ready to open immediately 
when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.” (Luke 
12:35-38). The secret to life is to be ever “vigilant” for the 
arrival of the master. 

Our Lord comes to us in many ways in life. By that I 
mean that he is present to us in many ways in life, present 
and making known his will for us. He comes to us in those 
who are needy, summoning us to assist them. He comes to 
us in our everyday duties, calling on us to fulfil them. He 
comes to us in prayer, and in our times of regular prayer. 
In times of prayer we give him our formal attention, 
adverting explicitly to his presence and to what he may be 
requiring of us. He comes to us in our legitimate joys and 
in our difficulties and sufferings, inviting us to thank, 
praise and to ask of him. He comes to us in the 
Sacraments, especially in the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist. In the Holy Eucharist is present the entire 
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reality of Jesus Christ in his humanity and divinity. He 
comes to us in the legitimate voice of authority, expressing 
to us his will. He comes to us countless times in life in 
small ways and big, and finally he comes to us at the 
moment of our death, which may be foreseen or not. Life 
is to be understood in terms of God’s coming, his Advent. 
There are, of course, the big and decisive moments when 
Christ comes, but of immense cumulative importance are 
the daily comings of Christ in what we might call the 
actual graces of everyday live. The question posed by our 
Gospel passage today is, am I always ready when Christ 
comes to me in these ways? I must strive to be ready by 
my constant dedication to him. I must strive to see God in 
everything and live in his presence. In this way I will be 
“ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.” 
If I am always ready to open the door of my mind and heart 
when he comes to me in the multiform ways of his daily 
presence to me, he will bring his grace and his blessings, 
and the gift of holiness will gradually be granted to me. 



3248 


“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat 
with him and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). To “eat” with 
Jesus Christ is to be in communion with him. 

For the Christian, to live is Christ. So let us make 
Jesus Christ the treasure of life, the pearl of great price. 
We know where this Treasure is — Christ is present 
awaiting us in his body the Church. He is present in the 
Church’s teaching and preaching. He is present in the 
Church’s Sacraments. He is present in the Church’s life. 
Having discovered this treasure, let us sell all we own, as it 
were, in order to possess the field where the treasure lies. 
That is to say, let us immerse ourselves in Christ’s Church, 
so as to possess him who is its Way, Truth and Life. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 6:12-18; Psalm 124: lb-8; 

Luke 12:39-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be sure of this: if the 
master of the house had known the hour when the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 
You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not 
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expect, the Son of Man will come. ” Then Peter said, 
“Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?” And 
the Lord replied, “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent 
steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants 
to distribute the food allowance at the proper time? 
Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds 
doing so. Truly, I say to you, he will put him in charge of 
all his property. But if that servant says to himself, ‘My 
master is delayed in coming, ’ and begins to beat the 
menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and get 
drunk, then that servant’s master will come on an 
unexpected day and at an unknown hour and will punish 
the servant severely and assign him a place with the 
unfaithful. That servant who knew his master’s will but did 
not make preparations nor act in accord with his will shall 
be beaten severely; and the servant who was ignorant of 
his master’s will but acted in a way deserving of a severe 
beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be required 
of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be 
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demanded of die person entrusted with more. ” (Luke 
12 : 39 - 48 ) 

Diligence Our passage from today’s Gospel begins 
with the illustration of an owner of a house who did not 
realize that the thief was coming to burgle his home — had 
he known that the thief was coming, he would not have 
allowed the burglary to succeed. So too, our Lord tells his 
disciples, you must be prepared for the unexpected arrival 
of the Son of Man. Peter asks for a clarification about that 
arrival: does our Lord mean this teaching for everyone, or 
just for “us” — Peter and the disciples? By way of aside, I 
suggest that the response by our Lord to this question is 
not, perhaps, a precise answer — perhaps our Lord is just 
beginning with a new point. After all, the parable began 
(before Peter’s question) with the “master of the house” 
being vigilant in case a burglar comes. Then after the 
question, our Lord switches to the master’s “steward” who 
must be ever at his work, always ready for the coming of 
his “master.” Perhaps this was meant especially for the 
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disciples, the future “stewards” of the Church. They must 
be “faithful and prudent stewards.” So then, our Lord asks 
who is the “faithful and prudent steward whom the master 
will put in charge of his servants to distribute the food 
allowance” when required? It is the one who fulfils his 
charge in such a way that no matter when the master 
arrives he is found diligently at his work, fulfilling the 
needs of the servants. This, of course, applies to us all. 
God has given every man and woman some responsibilities 
in life, some role of service to others to fulfill. Every 
parent, every disciple of Christ who in some sense is a 
steward of the Lord’s goods (spiritual or material) for the 
sake of others in Christ’s household must be diligent in the 
fulfilment of his charge. Especially, though, does our Lord 
have in mind Peter and his disciples who have 
responsibility for the household of the faith. Our Lord 
describes what will happen if the master arrives and finds 
him neglecting his responsibility. He will be punished 



3253 


“severely” and will be assigned “a place with the 
unfaithful” (Luke 12:39-48). 

So our Lord’s teaching is very clear. We must be 
faithful to our responsibilities, fulfilling them diligently 
and with love. The more diligently we fulfil them the 
greater will be our reward, while the more we neglect them 
the greater will be our punishment. The question of the 
nature of Christian perfection has often been explained by 
the Church and the spiritual masters. Christian perfection 
consists in the consistent effort to fulfil the duties of our 
state in life out of love for Christ. The more we approach 
perfection in this — both in the work of it and in the love 
with which it is done — the closer shall we be to Christian 
perfection. Christian “perfection” is never, of course, 
definitively attained in this life. We are ever striving for it 
— but strive for it we must. One implication of this is the 
centrality of human work, the work in life which God has 
disposed to be our own. Whatever be our work, be it that 
of a mother and housewife, a professional in a hospital, a 
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tradesman, an unskilled worker, a student or teacher, a 
father of a family, our perfection in the Christian life will 
be inextricably tied to the faithful performance of the work 
which is ours. We must do it well and combine it with a 
life of prayer. The ancient Benedictine rule of work and 
prayer finds expression in the life of the modern Christian 
living in the secular world of our day. We must learn to 
sanctify our work by doing it as well as possible in all its 
detail and doing it out of love for God and our neighbour, 
with Christ as our love and our exemplar. We must serve 
Christ in the work we do for others. By sanctifying our 
work, however humdrum it may be, we shall be sanctifying 
ourselves, and placing ourselves in a position to sanctify 
others. Our work itself will be holy, and a worthy daily 
offering to God. The book, Small Is Beautiful: Economics 
As If People Mattered was published in 1971, written by 
E.F.Schumacher. Its topic is economics, and the title of the 
work {Small is Beautiful ) is now a by-word. Let us apply it 
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to the good work for God of the little person. It is his path 
to sanctity. 

Our Gospel today reminds us that if our life is filled 
with good work done for love of the master of the 
household, a rich reward awaits us. If our work in life is 
being neglected and knowingly disregarded, then we must 
take heed and repent, for our neglectful course is leading us 
to a bad end. “Much will be required of the person 
entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of 
the person entrusted with more.” 


Vb»©«dv 
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Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 6:19-23; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; 

Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said, I have come to bring fire on the earth, and 
how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism 
to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 
Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
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you, but division. From now on there will be five in one 
family divided against each other, three against two and 
two against three. They will be divided, father against son 
and son against father, mother against daughter and 
daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter- 
in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law. (Luke 
12:49-53) 

The “Baptism” If one were to ask the average 
man or woman what Jesus Christ did and taught, I suspect 
that a common answer would be that he taught peace 
among men and the doing of good. Jesus Christ (if he 
existed) was a very good man and, well, basically 
harmless. He taught people to love one another — which, 
truth to tell, ought be obvious. If one were to ask the same 
respondents how Christ came to have the obvious influence 
on history that he had, I suspect many would give a blank 
look and profess it to be a bit of a mystery. So, Jesus 
Christ amounts to an ideal of benevolence — which is, as 
John Henry Newman once wrote, a common image of God 
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himself. Broadly it is, of course, a caricature. What, then, 
was Christ’s mission — how does he himself describe it? 
He tells us in today’s Gospel that “I have come to set the 
earth on fire, and how I wish it were blazing already!” 
Christ came to set the earth on fire. He certainly did not 
come simply to help people feel comfortable. He came 
with a world-wide mission, a perspective that was 
breathtakingly vast. It is a rare individual who sees his 
mission, the reason why he has “come,” as encompassing 
the entire world. As success grows, a person may 
eventually come to see his mission as world-wide, and 
perhaps Mahomet reached this point in his understanding 
of himself. But Christ saw his mission in these terms from 
the very first, while placing Calvary at its centre. When he 
rose from the dead, he directed his disciples to go to the 
whole world and make disciples of all the nations. When 
the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, bringing the Church to 
birth, he appeared in the form of fire, tongues of fire. The 
fire of the Holy Spirit had come to the earth, and the 
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mission of the newly-born Church was to bring this same 
“fire” to all the nations. Now, consider what our Lord 
regarded as the indispensable means to igniting this “fire”: 
it was his coming “baptism”, his immersion in the waters 
of suffering and death. His anguish was great till this 
baptism was accomplished: “how great is my anguish till it 
is accomplished!” His obedient suffering was the key to 
the casting of the “fire” of the Holy Spirit which he had 
come to effect. 

Suffering is at the heart of the business. Indeed, the 
suffering that was Christ’s “baptism” would come upon his 
followers too, and would affect their very households. 
“From now on a household of five will be divided, three 
against two and two against three” (Luke 12:49-53). Once 
again, we see in the Gospels how central to our Lord’s 
mission and awareness is the cross. He willingly embraced 
the cross as his necessary “baptism” because, mysteriously, 
it was the indispensable means of fulfilling his saving 
mission for the world. With his cross would come the 
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“fire” that God meant to see blazing on the earth. Those 
who choose to cast their lot with Christ must learn this 
lesson. They must take up their cross willingly each day 
and follow in his footsteps, and those footsteps lead to 
Calvary in some form. After Calvary come life and glory, 
and this is so for the individual as for the human race. That 
is the fundamental pattern for our human reality, and it has 
to be translated and lived out in the practical realities and 
duties of everyday life. Christ is the exemplar for man and 
for mankind, as he is the world’s Saviour. The embrace of 
the cross with Christ requires a spiritual revolution, a 
change of mind. We must, St Paul exhorts us, put on the 
mind of Christ. We shall be able to do this if we 
persistently ask the Holy Spirit for his grace and assistance. 
It was by his power, according to the Letter to the 
Hebrews, that Christ offered himself as a victim to the 
Father — and it will be by his power that we shall be 
empowered to do the same. Somehow we must learn that 
suffering can be transformed into the great positive of 
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human life, in that it is now the seed-bed of immense 
fruitfulness. In like manner, we must learn that death, the 
sad end of the living man and woman, can be the most 
glorious climax of all, if passed through in union with 
Jesus Christ and with his example before us. As the elderly 
lady who has lived with Christ all her life approaches her 
end, sunk in ever-increasing weakness and debility, she 
ought keep in mind that she is entering her most fruitful 
stage. It is the “baptism” that Christ yearned to endure, for 
it was the means of the fulfilment of his mission. 

Let us persistently ask this grace of the Holy Spirit, 
and contemplate with love the Person of Christ choosing 
the cross for love of us. As St Paul writes, Christ loved me 
and delivered himself up for me. We can say exactly the 
same thing. Consider the great prayer “Anima Christi”: 
Soul of Christ, sanctify me. Passion of Christ strengthen 
me! Let us learn our lessons for life, and for life in Christ, 
by contemplating his Passion and Death, for it is crucial 
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that we learn to embrace the cross if we wish to be his 
disciples. 
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Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 7:18-25a; Psalm 119:66, 

68, 76, 77, 93, 94; Luke 12:54-59 

Jesus said to the crowd: When you see a cloud rising 
in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain, ’ and it 
does. And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going 
to be hot, ’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to 
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interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is 
it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? 
Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? As you 
are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard 
to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off 
to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and 
the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you will not 
get out until you have paid the last penny. (Luke 12:54-59) 

God’s Call It is a sad thing in a person’s life if he is 
not making plans. That is to say, it is very unfortunate if 
he is simply taking each day as it comes and not attempting 
to build his life more or less according to a judicious plan. 
It is man’s glory to make of his life a real “work.” And I 
suppose one could say that most people live out their lives 
broadly according to a chosen agenda. That is to say, life 
unfolds with various opportunities before them, and their 
course is determined by their choosing to make something 
of those opportunities. In this perspective, life is often seen 
as being a matter of what I choose to make of things. But 
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there is another perspective. Of course, I must choose, but 
in this other perspective my choice is not be the pivotal, 
creating and defining element. What is more fundamental 
is the objective call which I then choose to hear, accept and 
follow. In this, the dominant factor is not interior or 
subjective (my power to determine), but objective and 
coming upon me. It is something I sense and discover as 
being over my own self. Human life is defined not simply 
by my choice, but by that to which I am called as a duty or 
summons. It is this which I choose to accept, because I 
perceive that I should accept it. It is this which constitutes 
my true “work” in life. My agenda is to be set not simply 
by my choice but by my calling. I am referring to that call 
which comes from God. Many people never discover such 
a thing in their lives, but the entire sweep of the Scriptures 
speak of this call and describe it. The whole life of the 
Chosen People of God, with its mission ultimately to the 
world, is based on it. Abraham received a call from God, 
and his response to it ultimately brought a blessing to the 
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“families of the earth.” The patriarchs received a call from 
God, as did Moses and the prophets. God called his people 
to be his people and to live according to his 
commandments promising that if they did he would be 
with them as their God. Finally, in fulness of time the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. Christ called 
his disciples and formed his Church, and through the 
Church each of us has received our call. Each member of 
the Church has been called to holiness of life and to a share 
in the mission of Christ. Our life is fundamentally a matter 
of hearing the call that comes from Christ and living 
according to it. 

The human being, if he is alert to the intimations of 
his heart, senses that this basic call of God coming to him 
in the first instance in his conscience, puts him on notice 
that there will be a future reckoning. There is a vague 
sense in the heart of man that a Judgment on him is 
coming. This is powerfully confirmed by divine 
Revelation, and in particular by the teaching of Jesus Christ 
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who taught the particular and general Judgment of God. 
Each of us will be judged on how we have chosen to 
respond to the call of God to do his will. Our Lord refers 
to it in our Gospel today, in his short parable referring to 
the magistrate: “As you are going with your adversary to 
the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled to him on the way, 
or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you 
over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I 
tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last 
penny” (Luke 12:54-59). We must choose to live in a 
manner worthy of the call that we have received — as St 
Paul tells us in his Letter to the Ephesians. “Brothers and 
sisters, I, a prisoner of the Lord, urge you to live in a 
manner worthy of the call you have received” (Ephesians 
4:1). The particular implication of this that St Paul sets 
before us is that we ought be united, “with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another through 
love, striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through the 
bond of peace”. Unity in our families, unity in our 
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parishes, unity in our dioceses, unity with the universal 
Church, unity with others in the Truth of God, so far as this 
is possible — all this flows from our common call from 
God our Father to live in Christ. Let us think of God’s call 
to us in our life, which is made up of the numerous calls of 
grace in everyday life. Of course, our call from God 
reaches beyond mere observable deeds. We should aspire 
to think in a way worthy of our calling, thinking the 
thoughts that are worthy of one who lives in Christ. Let us 
remember that God sees all, including our most secret 
thoughts. Indeed, the decisive battle for holiness of life 
will be waged within the secret recesses of our mind and 
heart. St Paul’s directive in his Letter to the Philippians is 
most important, to let this mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus (2:5). Living in a way worthy of our calling has 
implications also for the way we speak. St James in his 
Letter has important things to say about the power of the 
human tongue to do good or evil: it is “a fire,” he says 
(3:6). 
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We have the power to choose. We also have a call 
from God. That call is the basic reality of human life. Our 
choice must be determined by the call of God. Let us 
resolve to live a life worthy of our Christian calling, 
thinking as Christ would want us think, speaking as he 
would want us speak, and acting as he would want us to 
act. Our Christian calling must be the deciding factor in 
absolutely everything we do, think or say. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:1-11; Psalm 24:lb-6; 

Luke 13:1-9 

Now there were some present on that very occasion 
who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered, Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 
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Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! 
But unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those 
eighteen who died when the tower in Siloamfell on them — 
do you think they were more guilty than all the others 
living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, 
you too will all perish. Then he told this parable: A man 
had a fig-tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look 
for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man 
who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve 
been coming to look for fruit on this fig-tree and haven’t 
found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 
‘Sir, ’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, 
and I’ll dig round it and fertilise it. If it bears fruit next 
year, fine! If not, then cut it down. ’ (Luke 13:1-9) 

Repent! The experience of evil and suffering can 
be wholesome. When I was studying for my final 
Secondary School examinations (it was then called the 
Leaving Certificate), the subject entitled Ancient History 
embraced classical Greece and Rome. What should 
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perhaps have been questioned was the fact that Ancient 
History was restricted strictly to this field: at that time, it 
would have seemed odd to have included, say, the history 
of ancient Israel. I think the view was that such a topic was 
to be left to the study of religion, done in private schools. 
Now, of course ancient Greece and Rome have had a 
defining influence on the civilization of the West. But a 
case might be made for claiming that ancient Israel has had 
a greater influence — through its monotheism. As the 
great historian Christopher Dawson insisted, religion has 
always been of great importance in culture, and the religion 
of the West came to be that of Monotheism. This it 
derived from the Israel of the nearly two millennia up to 
and a little after Jesus Christ. The religion of ancient 
Israel, culminating in Jesus Christ, has had an enormous 
impact on the world. To the extent that there is religion, 
monotheism has become the norm — and this comes from 
Israel. I say this by way of introduction to an important 
question of Israelite history: just when did monotheism 
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come into its own in Israel? There are archaeologists who 
dismiss as religious legend what they deem to be the tale of 
Abraham and the Patriarchs, and many of the historical 
elements in the Books of the Torah, Judges, Samuel and 
Kings. But this is broadly untenable. The monotheism of 
Israel began with the call of Abraham. Still, what many 
archaeologists have helped us see is the critical role of the 
Exile during the sixth century before Christ, in the 
emergence of monotheism. It is pointed out that numerous 
statuettes of pagan idols, to be dated prior to the Exile, are 
found in Israel. They explain the constant struggle of the 
prophets to maintain the monotheism of Yahweh. But after 
the Exile, few such idols are found. Monotheism seems to 
be unchallenged by the time of the Return and the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple, and after it. Why 
so? One of the reasons for this was reflection on the 
catastrophe of the deportation and Exile that had hit God’s 
chosen people. Why did God allow this Captivity? 
Yahweh was their God, so why did he not save them? The 
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manifest answer was — because of their sin. The problem 
of evil and suffering proved to be wholesome. 

This proved to be the true making of ancient Israel, 
which the prophets had been trying without success to 
purify. God’s judgment came. The nation fell, and during 
the Captivity it reflected on its suffering and its woes. It 
discerned that its infidelity was the source of its 
catastrophe. God was real, he was holy, and their 
sufferings were due to their disobedience. The inspired 
account of man’s origins in Genesis can be seen in this 
context: it accounts for man’s natural condition of suffering 
and death. This was not God’s intention, but was due to 
man’s sin and the consequent judgment of God. Just as a 
restoration after the Captivity had been promised, so too a 
restoration was promised after the original Fall. This 
consciousness of sin, following reflection on suffering and 
death, led to a significant return to the worship of the one 
and only God — and, as said, even archaeology provides 
some evidence for this. Evil and suffering did not lead to 
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an abandonment of Yahweh in favour of other gods who 
might be more useful, but to a great return to him. Of 
course, having made this wonderful religious recovery, 
there was a particular danger in religious thought. The 
danger was to think that all one’s suffering was punishment 
for one’s own personal sin. That is, if one sees someone 
bearing an affliction, one might be tempted to think that 
person to be undergoing a divine judgment for personal sin, 
and sin greater than that of others — hence the importance 
of the Book of Job and the teaching of Genesis on an 
Original Fall. Now all of this brings us to our Gospel 
passage today, in which we read that “there were some 
present on that very occasion who told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their 
sacrifices.” Our Lord was alive to their interpretation of 
this: “Jesus answered, Do you think that these Galileans 
were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because 
they suffered this way?” The temptation was to be like the 
friends of Job, who interpreted his sufferings as due to his 
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sins. But our Lord says, “No!” Our Lord was not saying 
that they were not sinners, nor that their sufferings were 
not due in some way to sin in general. He was certainly 
saying that those persons must not be considered as “worse 
sinners” than all the others. But more than anything, their 
sufferings were a sign of what would happen to those who 
do continue in sin: “unless you repent, you too will all 
perish.” 

This, then, is one aspect of the problem of evil. There 
is evil and suffering in the world, not because there is no 
God who can prevent it. There is indeed the one, true God, 
a God of infinite power, holiness and wisdom. But one 
reason why he allows suffering to fall on certain ones is to 
recall them and others to repentance, while there is still 
time. This is what our Lord tells us today. There are other 
reasons too — and the greatest one is revealed by the 
Passion and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ. God allowed 
suffering to befall the Just One, his own beloved Son, in 
order to atone for the sins of the many. But to benefit from 
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this, we must repent. Let the sight of suffering remind us 
not of the sins of others, but of our own — and our need to 
repent. 
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Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 31:7-9; Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 
4-5,6; Hebrews 5:1-6; Mark 10:46-52 

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 
sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of 
Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging. On hearing that it 
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, 
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“Jesus, son of David, have pity on me. ” And many 
rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he kept calling 
out all the more, “Son of David, have pity on me. ” Jesus 
stopped and said, “Call him. ” So they called the blind 
man, saying to him, “Take courage; get up, Jesus is calling 
you. ” He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and came to 
Jesus. Jesus said to him in reply, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” The blind man replied to him, “Master, I 
want to see. ” Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has 
saved you. ” Immediately he received his sight and 
followed him on the way. (Mark 10:46-52) 

Have Pity! I think it is St Alphonsus Liguori who 
writes in one of his books that it is almost impossible for a 
person to be saved without prayer. If that is so in relation 
to being saved, how much more is it manifestly so in 
relation to growing in holiness! Religious surveys indicate 
that the majority of Catholics are largely nominal. 
Specifically, only a minority of Catholics are coming to 
Mass every Sunday — a higher proportion than is the case 
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with various other Christian denominations, but a clear 
minority nevertheless. But let us ask a further question: of 
those of us who fulfill the obligation of coming to Mass 
every Sunday, how many are working generously at their 
spiritual life so as to attain a high degree of friendship with 
our Lord, to which all the baptised are called? We have a 
limited time in life given to us. Our task is to use it to 
attain the one thing necessary. This one necessary thing is 
as deep a union with Jesus as is possible. It is an excellent 
service to God and man to build up society in wholesome 
ways. It is an excellent service to Christ and his Church to 
build up parish and, let us say, diocesan life. And, of 
course, it is essential to be coming to Mass every Sunday. 
But it is possible to do this and more besides, while just 
“coasting along” in our spiritual life, with little intention of 
taking the means of attaining a much deeper relationship 
with Jesus our Lord. To attain this holiness, which is our 
calling, we must grow in a life of genuine prayer. In this 
respect, let us consider the prayer of Bartimaeus. Our 
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Gospel passage today places us in the scene of the blind 
Bartimaeus sitting by the road begging (Mark 10:46-52). 
He was blind, without work, without disability benefits, 
and in a helpless situation. He may not have had any 
family to support him. He was very alive to his need for 
God, whereas many others in the crowd mingling near to 
Jesus may not have been. He heard that Jesus was passing 
by, and he called out to him for pity. That was a wonderful 
prayer, simply calling out to Jesus from the depths of his 
need. It is a model prayer, one we ought make our own. It 
resulted in his cure. Our Lord is present to us every day, 
and we are in a profound need of him and his grace. Let 
him not pass us by. Bartimaeus was blind, and so are we in 
so many respects. We may be blind to our spiritual 
condition, too content with ourselves, not often asking 
God’s pardon. 

Why might this be? It may simply be because we do 
not feel any need of God’s grace. In effect, we may think 
that we are not guilty of much in God’s sight. This lack of 
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a sense of our own sinfulness will prevent us from drawing 
near to our Lord in a truly intimate way because we will 
feel as if we had no need of God. We can be very blind to 
our own sinfulness, and unable to pray in the way 
Bartimaeus prayed. We are often unable to call on our 
Lord from the heart to have pity on us, as did Bartimaeus. 
From his need Bartimaeus called on Jesus, and Jesus 
stopped and asked him to be brought to him. Till the end 
of time, the blind beggar Bartimaeus will be teaching the 
readers of the Gospel how to pray. As a matter of fact, 
there is a much deeper affliction than the one Bartimaeus 
suffered from. It is the affliction of sin. That is the 
condition we must be freed from, and only Jesus can free 
us from it. He is the only Saviour of the world, for he takes 
away the sin of the world. When he came among us he 
cured the sick, he raised the dead, he gave sight to the 
blind, and many other things. But all of this was meant as 
a sign of a far more profound salvation he was bringing to 
man. It was salvation from sin. Just as Bartimaeus was 
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acutely conscious of his blindness and of the misery it was 
causing him, so we need to be acutely conscious of the 
affliction of sin and of the spiritual misery it causes us. 
Indeed, as we learn from the Book of Genesis and from the 
rest of Scripture, it is the root cause of the miseries of the 
world. Each of us and the entire world have to learn to call 
on the name of Jesus for salvation and sanctification. In 
the early Eastern Church there was a famous spiritual 
writer by the name of Cassian who was able to distil the 
prayer life of the Eastern monks into a brief prayer. It was: 
“Lord Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner.” It is 
a wonderful prayer and the very prayer of the Publican of 
our Lord’s parable. It is also like the prayer of Bartimaeus. 
If you want to deepen your life of prayer, one way is to 
pray in the way Bartimaeus prayed, and with real fervour. 
Say the word “Jesus” over and over, addressing Jesus as 
you say it. Jesus in Hebrew means God saves, God is 
saving, God will save. God saves us in and through Jesus 
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who is his Son and our Lord. He saves especially from sin. 
Jesus, let me see ! 

There are many forms of this prayer: Jesus have 
mercy on me a sinner. Jesus save me from my sins and my 
disinterest and my spiritual lethargy. Jesus save me and 
lead me to holiness. Lord Jesus, Son of God, have pity on 
me! Have mercy on me, a sinner! Let us be like 
Bartimaeus, and call on Jesus as he is passing by. Jesus is 
passing by continually — he is present continually. He 
will hear and answer our prayer just as he did for 
Bartimaeus. So let us ask him! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.430-435 (Jesus [the meaning and significance of the 
name]) 
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Monday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:12-17; Psalm 68:2 and 4, 

6-7ab, 20-21; Luke 13:10-17 

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the 
synagogues, and a woman was there who had been 
crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over 
and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he 
called her forward and said to her, Woman, you are set 
free from your infirmity. Then he put his hands on her, and 
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immediately she straightened up and praised God. 
Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the 
synagogue ruler said to the people, There are six days for 
work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the 
Sabbath. The Lord answered him, You hypocrites! 
Doesn ’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey 
from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should 
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has 
kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the 
Sabbath day from what bound her? When he said this, all 
his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 
delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. 
(Luke 13:10-17) 

The Gospels In authentic Catholic spirituality 
(which is to say Christian spirituality as Christ intended it), 
the Gospels have pride of place in the Holy Scriptures. 
This is because it is in the Gospels that the Person of Jesus 
and his teaching stand forth most clearly. The Old 
Testament, as our Lord himself often explained to his 



3287 


disciples before and after his Resurrection, pointed to him, 
and he is the light by which the Old Testament is to be 
read. Shortly before his Passion, Jesus took with him Peter 
and James and John “and led them up a high mountain 
apart. And he was transfigured before them ... And 
behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah talking 
with him” (Matthew 17:1-3). It showed that Jesus is the 
fulfilment of all that had been foretold and promised. Our 
Lord had instructed his disciples in the true meaning of the 
Law, the Prophets and the Psalms, and of how they spoke 
of him. hollowing his Resurrection, the risen Jesus was at 
pains to show his disciples how his Passion, Death and 
Resurrection was the fulfilment of the Scriptures: “O 
foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken!” he said to the two disciples on the 
way to Emmaus. “And beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself’ (Luke 24:25-27). While the 
New Testament is about Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, 
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and about God’s plan of salvation which he revealed, it is 
the Gospels which set forth the Person and teaching of our 
Lord with greatest clarity. For this reason the Gospels are 
especially suited to daily prayer and meditation which, of 
course, as the Church and the spiritual masters have so 
often pointed out, is absolutely essential for growth in 
holiness. We must give time to daily prayer and 
meditation on the Person of Christ if we are to grow in a 
personal love for him, and in the capacity to follow him 
closely in our everyday life. Well then, having made this 
general but important point, let us take our Gospel passage 
today and contemplate the Person of Jesus, placing 
ourselves in the scene and entering into communion with 
him. He is ever present to us and, if we are in the state of 
grace, within us. There in our Gospel scene Jesus stands, 
teaching in the synagogue. Let us gaze on him lovingly in 
our hearts. 

A woman was there bent up, crippled for eighteen 
years. How sad must have been those years! There is no 
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family of hers mentioned — perhaps she was a widow. 
Out of compassion for her, Jesus calls to her and, laying his 
hands on her, frees her from her infirmity (Luke 13:10-17), 
at which she glorifies God. How great must have been her 
joy and gratitude, having just been touched to such 
powerful effect by divine intervention. But the leader of 
the synagogue, alive to his own position and perhaps 
irritated at being so obviously overshadowed, immediately 
expressed criticism of the woman for presenting herself for 
healing (which she had not) and, implicitly, of Jesus 
himself for violating the Sabbath rest in this fashion. He 
had “worked” on the Sabbath Day. Our Lord demolished 
him in the immediate debate (which happened time and 
again with others of his critics in other contexts) and stood 
forth supreme before the people for his teaching, his 
knowledge, and his wonderful good works. Let us gaze on 
him with the eyes of faith, with hearts open to his 
wondrous Person! There he stood, gazed on with wonder 
by the crowd that did not realize the stupendous glory of 
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his adorable Person. There he is, King of kings and Lord 
of lords, the Messiah, a man like us in all things but sin, the 
Redeemer of the world, and the Son of God, himself the 
same God as is the Father. What a phenomenon, this Man! 
Let us contemplate him with love, gazing on him with the 
eyes of the heart in the faith that is the gift of grace, and 
asking him to draw us ever more fully into his friendship. 
Prayer is above all being in the presence of God — which 
is to say, with Jesus Christ his divine Son, for to see him is 
to see the Father. The Father and I are one, he said — one 
in divine being, one in love, though distinct as divine 
Persons. In our daily prayer we ought be with Jesus, 
especially as he reveals himself to us in the inspired Gospel 
accounts. We ought be still in his presence, still — with 
hearts open to Jesus. Let us, by grace, be still before him, 
gazing on him in our innermost being, asking him to unite 
us to himself and to draw us into a loving share in his 
mission. He cured the woman of her crippled condition, 
but that was a sign of the far greater healing from sin which 
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he came to bring to mankind and to every member of the 
human race. 

We are called to bring the Saviour to the world around 
us in our everyday life. If we are ever to do this with 
effect, we must be deeply in love with him. We must strive 
to be filled with a knowledge of his Person and saving 
plan. This requires daily prayer, a prayer based on his 
word, his word as it comes to us in Holy Writ, especially 
the inspired Gospels. This precious gift which is the 
Scriptures is the gift of God to his Church founded by 
Jesus Christ, the Church of the Twelve with Peter as its 
visible Rock. Every day, then, let us contemplate him, 
taking up the Gospels and learning from them to know, 
love and serve the one and only Master. 
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Tuesday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:18-25; Psalm 126:lb-6; 

Luke 13:18-21 

Jesus said, “What is the Kingdom of God like? To 
what can I compare it? It is like a mustard seed that a man 
took and planted in the garden. When it was fully grown, it 
became a large bush and the birds of the sky dwelt in its 
branches. ” Again he said, “To what shall I compare the 
Kingdom of God? It is like yeast that a woman took and 
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mixed in with three measures of wheat flour until the whole 
batch of dough was leavened. ” (Luke 13:18-21) 

Grace One of the most inspiring autobiographies in 
Christian history is that of Saint Teresa of Avila, the great 
founder of the Discalced Carmelites in sixteenth century 
Spain. In her Life she goes to great length in describing her 
failures and infidelities as a nun over some twenty years 
following her entry into consecrated Religious Life. The 
great theme of her history is that God was patiently and 
slowly bringing her to himself. Finally his grace triumphed 
and she underwent her second conversion which led to her 
decisive step to give herself totally to him and to found a 
stricter convent (that of St Joseph). This in turn led to her 
founding of what became the new Order, not only of 
women, but also — in partnership especially with John of 
the Cross — of men. The great point of her Life is the 
goodness and mercy of God who patiently brought her to 
such high sanctity despite what she describes as her sins. 
The same point comes out in St Augustine’s Confessions, 
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perhaps the most significant and famous of all such 
conversion accounts, written over a millennium before that 
of Teresa of Avila. St Paul describes in similar terms his 
conversion from error to the truth about Christ on his way 
to Damascus. The expression “Damascus experience” is 
now proverbial — it denotes a great conversion or change. 
There are countless others who had what we might call 
“Damascus experiences.” Of course, the ways of God vary 
without number, and many come to Christ without the 
drama of cases just mentioned. We read in the first chapter 
of St John’s Gospel of the coming to our Lord of his first 
disciples. They had been disciples of John the Baptist. All 
it took was the word of the Baptist himself: “Behold the 
Lamb of God! The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus” (John 1:36-37). But their following 
of Jesus was also the work of grace. The point we take 
from all such events is that God works powerfully and 
mercifully in his grace. We can trust him if we but hold to 
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the grace of God, persevering in rising from our falls and 
keeping to the path of his will. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord describes “the 
Kingdom of God.” The Kingdom of God is God’s rule 
over our hearts and lives, and this is embodied supremely 
in the Person of Jesus. God’s dominion subsists in him, 
and it is he who brings the Kingdom of God to the earth 
and to each member of the human race. Inasmuch as 
Christ dwells in the Church as her head, this Kingdom is 
found within the Church, and we enter the Kingdom by 
entering the Church his body, for in doing this we live in 
Jesus. In the Gospel of St Matthew, we are given a pivotal 
conversation which Christ had with the Twelve: “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of John! ... I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my Church, and the powers of 
Hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:17-19). Now, in 
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our Gospel today our Lord tells us that the Kingdom of 
God “is like a mustard seed that a man took and planted in 
the garden. When it was fully grown, it became a large 
bush and the birds of the sky dwelt in its branches” (Luke 
13:18-21). It grows and grows, and it becomes the home 
of abundant life. God’s rule by grace gradually permeates 
our life and being, conquering sin if we persevere in 
adhering to him, repenting constantly, ever renewing our 
following of the Master. We fail and fail, but St Teresa of 
Avila teaches us that if we but get up and begin again, and 
never fail to do so, persevering in prayer generously, then 
by his grace God will come to reign in our hearts. His 
Kingdom will prevail in our hearts and souls. How sad that 
Judas failed to repent of his terrible sin! He had not learnt 
the Good News of God’s grace that can make saints out of 
sinners. There is a petition of the Lord’s Prayer that ought 
mean so much to us: “Father! Your Kingdom come.” Our 
Lord told his hearers that “the Kingdom of God is within 
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you.” Its pattern is one of growth like a tree, so let us hope 
and trust in the goodness of God. 

One modern saint used to say that the secret to 
perseverance is to be saying at every point of life: now I 
begin! John Henry Newman, as an Anglican, insisted on 
consistency in the spiritual life: let us be consistent in ever 
repenting, ever beginning again. Our reason for hope in 
doing this is the power of God which is shown in his loving 
mercy to sinners, which is what we are. So then, whatever 
be the past, whatever be the present, and whatever be the 
future, now I begin! I shall never stop beginning again, 
right to my last breath. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8: 26-30; Psalm 12; 

Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching 
as he made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, 
“Lord, are only a few people going to be saved? ” He said 
to them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow 
door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not 
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be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes 
the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 
‘Sir, open the door for us. ’ “But he will answer, 7 don’t 
know you or where you come from. ’ “Then you will say, 
‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets. ’ 
“But he will reply, 7 don’t know you or where you come 
from. Away from me, all you evildoers! ’ “There will be 
weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People 
will come from east and west and north and south, and will 
take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 
Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and 
first who will be last. ” (Luke 13:22-30) 

Salvation One of the most splendid corpuses of 
thought is that contained in the extant works of Plato and 
Aristotle — especially Aristotle. His Logic, his Ethics and 
his Metaphysics have been immensely influential over the 
last millennium, since their re-acquisition by the Western 
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scholastics. As with everything, of critical importance are 
the questions asked. Aristotle was able to see and ask 
fundamental questions, and that set his powerful mind 
advancing towards answers that shed great light on reality. 
The questions are pivotal. I remember watching a movie in 
which a mother was asked by her child the following 
question: “Why is there not nothing?” The mother gave a 
blank look, but it is a question which the greatest 
philosophers ought ask themselves. It suggests that the 
world need not be: there might have been nothing. There is 
not nothing — well, why so? I wonder whether that 
question occurred to Aristotle, and whether he ever took it 
seriously. Now, there is another fundamental question that 
can occur to anyone of any age, and I am not aware that 
Aristotle exercised himself over it very much either. It is a 
question which is life-changing, especially if the right 
answer is attained. The question is, how can I be saved? It 
is the common question driving much of religion, but of 
course the meaning of “salvation” varies among the 
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religions. Commonly, it is a material and temporal 
salvation. However, there are so many things which, in the 
nature of the case, threaten my life and my prospects, 
among them being natural death. How, then, can I be 
saved in an ultimate sense? How can I gain abundant life 
securely, without there ever being any kind of threat to it? 
We read in the Gospel of St Matthew that a person came to 
Jesus and asked him, “Teacher, what good deed must I do 
to have eternal life?” (19:16). There are a range of basic 
beliefs involved in this question, of course, and Aristotle 
would not have shared them. But the question remains: 
how can I gain life everlasting? We read a little later in the 
text that “when the young man heard this he went away 
sorrowful” (19:22) — so it was a “young man” who asked 
this. One does not have to be an Aristotle to ask it. 
Anyone of any age may have this question occur to him. 
The key to gaining great light on reality is to ask the right 
questions, and this applies to any field. 
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I knew one boy who had just turned sixteen. For 
some reason, he decided to pray the Rosary really well on 
this occasion, and so he began. There he was, slowly 
walking back and forth behind his school classroom (he 
was in the last year of High School), saying his beads. 
Doubtlessly, grace was at work. Slowly his mind went 
forward over the years of his life ahead, and he imagined 
himself at about the age of seventy. That is to say, he 
imagined himself near the end of life, and the question 
occurred to him, what would he be able to show for it by 
then, which is to say, by the time he was approaching the 
Judgment of God? Life would inevitably pass — despite 
his youth, he could see that much. The time would come 
when he would find himself before his Maker, and having 
to render an account of his years. How would he go? 
What ought he do in order to score well at that point, at that 
absolutely final examination? It was a variation of the 
question asked by the “young man” of our Lord in the 
Gospel of St Luke: “What must I do to gain eternal life?” 
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You do not have to be a philosophical genius to ask that 
simple question, but it is an absolutely fundamental one, 
perhaps more fundamental than most of the questions that 
the great Aristotle asked himself. That question the boy 
asked himself was life-changing and it set his course in a 
new direction. He saw that the answer was that he must 
become holy in Christ. Be holy, for I am holy, God says (1 
Peter 1:13-16). When our Lord spoke in answer to the 
“young man,” he ended by saying this: “If you would be 
perfect, go and ....” (Luke 19:21). Our Lord held out to the 
“young man” the ideal of perfection. The sixteen year-old 
boy whom I mentioned earlier heard the call to seek 
holiness of life, and set out in that direction. That was 
because he asked this basic question: How am I to be 
saved, saved beyond this brief life, saved forever, saved 
with life in abundance? This fundamental question is 
answered by the religion revealed and founded by Jesus 
Christ. It could be argued that salvation in heaven with 
God was but implicit in the grand promises made to 
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Abraham and the Patriarchs. Perhaps for long periods the 
chosen people understood salvation in mainly material and 
temporal terms, but this notion was being purified as the 
centuries proceeded. The definitive revelation about 
salvation came with Jesus Christ. 

What must I do to be saved? Yes, obey God’s 
commandments, but come, follow me l — this was what our 
Lord said to the young man (Matthew 19:21). All of this 
brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 13:22-30). Our Lord 
is asked, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 
The important thing is, our Lord replies, that each make 
every effort to get there, and the door is narrow. It is not, 
as we say colloquially, a “push-over.” Take nothing for 
granted, but apply your shoulder to the wheel. “Make 
every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.” 
Let us then ask the basic question in serious fashion, and 
hear from the Teacher of mankind, from him who is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life, the real answer to it. The 
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answer is: Keep God’s commandments, and come! Follow 
me! 

-- 
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Thursday of the Thirtieth Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:3lb-39; Psalm 109:21-22, 26- 
27, 30-31; Luke 13:31-35 

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to 
him, Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod 
wants to kill you. He replied, Go tell that fox, 7 will drive 
out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on 
the third day I will attain my end. ’ But for today and 
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tomorrow and the next day I must keep going —for surely 
no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent 
to you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but 
you were not willing! So be it! Your house will be left to 
you. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. ’ (Luke 
13:31-35) 

Choice William Norman Ewer (1885-1976) was a 
British journalist, and was prominent in writing on foreign 
affairs for the London Daily Herald. Victor Madeira, in 
The Historical Journal (C.U.P., Volume 46 / Issue 04 / 
December 2003, pp 915-933), argued that by 1919 Ewer 
had begun working for Moscow. The article examines how 
Ewer organized networks in Great Britain and France to 
target the governments of those two powers. Ewer’s 
subordinates infiltrated half-a-dozen Whitehall 
departments, foremost among them being Scotland Yard. 
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This was one of the areas of Soviet espionage in Great 
Britain during the 1920s. It seems that this came to be 
known to MI5, who then kept Ewer under surveillance. I 
introduce this man only because of the epigram that is 
attributed to him, How odd of God/To choose the Jews. 
This may have been anti-semitic in inspiration, but at the 
time would have passed as wit — and I think Ewer was a 
Communist, so presumably an atheist. How odd of God/To 
choose the Jews! Whatever of Ewer, the epigram 
introduces to us God’s free, loving and gratuitous choice. 
God chose the Jews. In our Gospel today (Luke 13:31-35), 
our Lord expresses the divine love for and gratuitous 
choice of Jerusalem in the divine plan. Jerusalem! O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, but you were not willing! The thought of God’s 
choice of a people introduces another thought: that of the 
common human experience of not only being noticed and 
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chosen, but of being subject to mere chance. A young 
person grows up in a good and loving family. She is 
herself a good and loving person, responsible and with real 
promise. She happens to meet a young man - it is a chance 
event — and he proposes. We might say that he makes a 
choice of her. He is fortunate, for she chooses to accept his 
choice, and they marry. So, in one sense choice has 
determined her course, but in another sense it was chance. 
Indeed, this seemingly “chance event” of their meeting is 
the beginning of a trail of difficulties for her, for he proves 
to be anything but a responsible person. Her life thus turns 
out to be a difficult one, even though her sterling qualities 
triumph and she brings her far from admirable husband to a 
happy end. 

The point, though, is that life’s course in her case 
might seem to have been the product of chance. If she had 
happened to meet a different man — say, a man such as the 
one her younger sister happened to meet — her life’s 
course would have been utterly different, and by ordinary 
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standards so much the better. To ordinary appearances, the 
decisive factor in the course of the world and in the course 
of each human life may seem to be chance, random chance, 
mere happenings. This is not to deny free will and the 
power of each person to do something positive and grand 
with his or her life. It is just to suggest what many may be 
led to think, that chance is decisive in setting the course of 
things. For instance, a baby is born with terrible defects — 
that is how it just “happened”. The universe is so vast and 
is the product of so many energies and factors, that the 
element of chance may be seen as decisive and ultimate. 
But our Gospel today, citing our Lord’s words addressed to 
the City of Jerusalem, reminds us that this is not so. What 
is ultimate is Choice, the divine choice: specifically, God’s 
choice of each and every one of us. The Creator of all 
things visible and invisible has revealed himself to us his 
creatures through chosen prophets. He has revealed that he 
has a heart, as we might put it. He is not leaving things to 
their natural course — to chance happenings — which is 
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what the generality of mankind tends to think. In many of 
the religions of man (i.e., natural religion), the original 
creator or highest god gets things going and then leaves the 
whole thing to its natural course and to the whims and 
wiles of lesser deities. He himself withdraws to engage in 
his own personal interests. But divine revelation (i.e., 
revealed religion) tells us that all that is wrong. As a 
matter of fact, there is only one God, one Being on whom 
everything depends for its existence and its course. 
Further, he is all-loving and all-merciful. Despite the 
appearances, all is in the hands of his loving and very 
particular providential care. Indeed, all is the object of a 
personal choice by him who is the one and only God. The 
wicked are the object of his loving choice, and they 
become wicked by rejecting it. Judas was chosen by Christ 
to be his friend, and he became the “son of perdition” by 
rejecting this. Each and all have been chosen by God to 
rest in his care and to love him by obeying his will. 
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The ultimate factor in all of reality is Choice — the 
Choice by God the Creator of each of his creatures. St 
Paul writes that before the world began we were chosen by 
God to be in Christ and to be full of love in his sight. 
Despite what appears before us in the ebb and flow of 
human history and the world’s course, with all its suffering 
and disappointment, this revelation of the facts of the case 
must govern our whole perspective on life and reality. All 
is not the result of chance happenings, even though in the 
providence of God the world does pursue its course in 
accord with the laws implanted by the Creator. But he 
remains the Creator, the Sustainer and Ruler of all, moment 
by moment — and he is our all-loving Father who has 
chosen us to be his own. Let us accept his Choice, and 
with Christ abide always in it. 
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Friday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 9:1-5; Psalm 147:12-15, 19- 
20; Luke 14:1-6 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 
There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy. 
Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not? But they remained 
silent. So he took the man, healed him and sent him away. 
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Then he asked them, If one of you has a son or an ox that 
falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not 
immediately pull him out? To this they could find no 
answer. (Luke 14:1-6) 

Superior to All As everyone who is familiar with 
the Gospels knows, certain leading Pharisees, Sadducees 
and members of the Temple aristocracy orchestrated an 
intense opposition to and hatred of Jesus Christ, 
culminating in his trial and death. The Roman procurator 
could see that it was envy that motivated their handing 
Jesus over to him — and he could see that there was no 
legal basis for what they wanted him, the Governor, to do. 
What we also notice in the Gospels is the sheer sovereignty 
of Christ’s person in his dealings with those who chose to 
be his enemies. They just could not get the better of him 
— and our Gospel scene of today (Luke 14: 1 6) gives us 
one typical glimpse of this. A “prominent Pharisee” who 
was clearly mixed in his motives and who watched him 
narrowly, invited Jesus to his house to dine. Our Lord, 
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with his usual magnanimity of heart and desiring to reclaim 
for his Father all who were wayward and blind, accepted 
the invitation and sat with the Pharisees. Inside, “there in 
front of him was a man suffering from dropsy” Of course, 
“he was being carefully watched”, for it was a Sabbath day 
— perhaps the invitation to dine had been extended after 
the Sabbath Synagogue service. We see our Lord regally 
above their pettiness of mind, and unworried about their 
desire to discover in him acts that flouted religious 
observance. With the religious leaders and experts 
reclining before him, he calmly asked — perhaps with a 
smile playing on his face — if it were against the Sabbath 
to heal. None of them answered — for on all past 
occasions they had been instantly worsted in religious 
dabate. If any had ventured to assert that it was against the 
Sabbath to heal, that person would have been put to 
confusion by Christ’s unfailing insight, infallible judgment 
and victorious responses. So, with the leaders in silence 
before his calm challenge, Christ sovereignly cured the 
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man with dropsy, and with effortless and simple reasoning 
about the divine stipulation of the Sabbath observance, 
showed the absurdity of their strictures: Then he asked 
them, If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well 
on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out? 
To this they could find no answer. The point here, though, 
is the absolute uniqueness of Jesus Christ, of which this 
Gospel incident is a passing manifestation. 

This uniqueness is shown not only in the Gospel 
accounts of his earthly life, but also in the power of his 
presence and influence after his death — beginning with 
his Resurrection. It is a lordship exercised by love, age 
after age. Consider the words of Napoleon Bonaparte, 
during his exile on St. Helena. There the conqueror of 
Europe called Count Montholon and asked him, “Can you 
tell me who Jesus Christ was?” The count declined to 
answer. Bonaparte gave his own response: “Well then, I 
will tell you. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and I 
myself have founded great empires; but upon what did 
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these creations of our genius depend? Upon force. Jesus 
alone founded His empire upon love, and to this very day 
millions will die for Him. ... I think I understand 
something of human nature; and I tell you, all these were 
men, and I am a man; none else is like Him: Jesus Christ 
was more than a man. ... I have inspired multitudes with 
such an enthusiastic devotion that they would have died for 
me ... but to do this it was necessary that I should be 
visibly present with the electric influence of my looks, my 
words, of my voice. When I saw men and spoke to them, I 
lightened up the flame of self-devotion in their hearts. ... 
Christ alone has succeeded in so raising the mind of man 
toward the unseen, that it becomes insensible to the barriers 
of time and space. Across a chasm of eighteen hundred 
years, Jesus Christ makes a demand which is beyond all 
others difficult to satisfy; He asks for that which a 
philosopher may often seek in vain at the hands of his 
friends, or a father of his children, or a bride of her spouse, 
or a man of his brother. He asks for the human heart; He 
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will have it entirely to Himself. He demands it 
unconditionally; and forthwith His demand is granted. 
Wonderful! In defiance of time and space, the soul of man, 
with all its powers and faculties, becomes an annexation to 
the empire of Christ. All who sincerely believe in Him, 
experience that remarkable, supernatural love toward Him. 
This phenomenon is unaccountable; it is altogether beyond 
the scope of man’s creative powers. Time, the great 
destroyer, is powerless to extinguish this sacred flame; 
time can neither exhaust its strength nor put a limit to its 
range. This is it, which strikes me most; I have often 
thought of it. This it is which proves to me quite 
convincingly the Divinity of Jesus Christ.” 

For a very pragmatic man in matters of religion, one 
who roughly used the Catholic Church for his own power 
and glory, that brief discourse expresses great insight. 
Napoleon the conqueror saw how Jesus Christ had 
conquered. It was not by force, but by winning the heart. 
But of course, there was more to it than a mere strategy of 
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love. Jesus Christ was the greatest man in all of human 
history because he was divine. He was God incarnate who 
bore on his shoulders the sin of the world and expiated for 
it all, opening up to sinful man the opportunity of holiness 
and the gates of heaven. The condition was clear: belief in 
him, shown by obedient love. If you love me you will keep 
my commandments. How great the pity that a man of 
Napoleon’s talents altogether missed this throughout his 
stellar life, a life that involved rivers of blood, tears and 
death. 
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Saturday of the Thirtieth Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 11: l-2a, 11-12, 25-29; Psalm 
94:12-15,17-18; Luke 14:1, 7-11 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 
When he noticed how the guests picked the places of 
honour at the table, he told them this parable: When 
someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the 
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place of honour, for a person more distinguished than you 
may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of 
you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat. ’ 
Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important 
place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so 
that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, 
move up to a better place. ’ Then you will be honoured in 
the presence of all your fellow guests. For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted. (Luke 14:1, 7-11) 

Humility Much of the teaching of divine 

revelation has a counterpart in what nature suggests. For 
instance, it is often stated that true religion is incompatible 
with violence. Men of good will everywhere have an 
instinctive sense of this. Whence comes this perception? 
It springs in good measure from the natural conscience. 
Man instinctively senses that he must do what is right (say, 
in his treatment of others), and he also senses that this 
natural obligation comes from, or is sanctioned by, an 
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unseen personal Obliger who is present somehow in his 
conscience. Thus, together with other elements of human 
awareness such as personal vulnerability, transience and 
need, man naturally looks to the One on whom he depends 
and to whom he must answer for the goodness or evil of his 
actions. He knows in his conscience that he should 
acknowledge and obey God — and so be religious, and that 
God is good — and therefore God prohibits unjust 
violence. All this is confirmed by Revelation: divine 
Revelation has a counterpart in what nature suggests. 
Again, it is also often stated that true religion is 
incompatible with pride. Men of good will everywhere 
have an instinctive sense that a proud man is not very 
religious. Whence comes this sense of things? Again, the 
moral judgment of man sees that pride is evil and that 
humility is good, and that he should act accordingly. As 
with whatever else the conscience of the prudent man 
commands, it includes the sense that God, the unseen 
Obliger present in the conscience, sanctions this perception 
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and judgment. These natural perceptions are confirmed by 
and fulfilled in the teaching of divine Revelation. In our 
Gospel today, we have our Lord’s teaching on humility, 
given in “the home of one of the leading Pharisees”, which 
is to say to a religious leader among the people. Our Lord 
noticed how he and his friends “were choosing the places 
of honour at the table.” He went on to give a brief parable 
showing that pride leads to a fall. Our Lord’s lesson was 
that “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself with be exalted” (Luke 14:11). 

As has been said, man naturally admires authentic 
humility and knows it is good and willed by God. He 
knows that its opposite, pride, is incompatible with 
authentic religion. Christ presents himself to mankind as 
the Way, the Truth and the Life, and in the way of Jesus 
Christ humility is absolutely fundamental. Humility is 
God’s way. St Paul tells us that although he was in “the 
form of God,” Christ Jesus did not cling on to this exalted 
condition but humbled himself and became as men are, and 
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indeed lowlier still — even to the point of accepting, nay 
embracing, death on a cross. In this fashion, God is 
revealed as being profoundly humble. Our Gospel scene 
today (Luke 14:1, 7-11) shows our Lord, the infinite God 
made man, calmly accepting silent hostility and the affront 
of suspicions. In his Incarnation and entire life he chooses 
the lower place, exemplifying in an incomparable manner 
his own teaching as given in today’s Gospel. He humbled 
himself by choosing the way of witnessing to the truth that 
he knew would lead to humiliation. For this he was exalted 
by the Father. Furthermore, inasmuch as Christ is the 
image of the unseen God, the humility of Jesus Christ 
reflects the heart of the Father. The Father, then, would 
also say, come to me and learn of me for I am meek and 
humble of heart — my Incarnate Son is the revelation of 
this. In turn, this divine humility must be regarded as the 
mark of the Spirit of God, who is the life of God. At our 
baptism into the life of Christ we received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit — and with this gift comes the grace to live a 
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life of humility, the humility which Christ lived. So then, 
let us recognize that in order to live in Christ we must fight 
resolutely against the pride which is so much part of our 
fallen condition. We fight against pride by consistently 
accepting and choosing the more lowly place in imitation 
of the Master. If the higher place comes our way then we 
accept it for the greater glory of God, but the fight against 
pride and the choice of humility must go on. 

The natural conscience of man recommends authentic 
religion to him, a religion marked by humility. The 
spiritual masters teach that the path to humility is the path 
of humiliation. It is humiliation, if accepted in a Christ- 
like spirit, that favours the attainment of humility. To 
follow this path we need to have constantly before us the 
example of our Saviour, and the constant assistance of his 
grace. In our choice of humility let us start by being 
resolutely grateful, especially when little humiliations 
come. Let us recognize that we are entirely the beneficiary 
of God’s goodness. If we give thanks to him and praise 
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him always, in good times and especially in bad, we shall 
be well on the way towards living a life of Christ-like 
humility. 
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Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your 
faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we 
pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the 
things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 6:2-6; Psalm 18:2-3, 

3-4,47,51; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 12:28b-34 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, 
“Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus 
replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our 
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God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength. The second is this: You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these. ” The scribe said to him, 
“Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, ‘He is One 
and there is no other than he. ’ And ‘to love him with all 
your heart, with all your understanding, with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself’ is worth 
more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. ” And when 
Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And no 
one dared to ask him any more questions. (Mark 12:28b- 
34) 


Success In some societies there is enormous 

pressure on the young to attain academic success during 
school and then at university. From the parents’ point of 
view, so much of their children’s so-called “success” in life 
depends on it. In Western society and culture there are 
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various criteria of “success” that bear on people, and it is 
not hard to be made to feel that one has been a failure. It 
has been said that youth is the time of hopes, while 
maturity is the time of regrets, for very many people look 
back on their lives and mostly see failures and lost 
opportunities. Success and failure in life is a universal 
issue, and life is naturally judged in terms of success or 
failure. The question is though, in what does success and 
failure consist? Society considers a person successful if he 
has attained considerable eminence (and therefore 
remuneration) in his chosen profession, or exercises 
considerable influence in society, or has had a very happy 
marriage, or has had a very contented life, or few worries 
with his children, or any one of many such things. A 
successful life is deemed to be a life of contentment and 
satisfaction, and, of course, there is some truth in this. But 
what has God to say about success? What is the path to 
ultimate success which, if followed, cannot go wrong in the 
final analysis? That path is the one revealed by God, for it 
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is he who gives the key to life and all reality. God has 
revealed that the key consists in loving him by keeping his 
commandments. This key opens the door of ultimate 
success to all. One can attain the highest positions in 
society, one can attain considerable influence over others, 
one can lead a fairly happy life free of the misfortunes of 
many other people, and yet in the sight of God be a failure. 
This will happen if a person makes little attempt to find 
and do the will of God. Now, what is the will of God for 
every one of us? Our Lord in today’s Gospel tells us 
(Mark 12:28b-34). In the first instance we are commanded 
to love God with our whole being, and secondly we are to 
love our neighbour as ourselves. A person can be very 
eminent in his professional service of others while failing 
to perform this service with much love. A person can 
enjoy a fortunate life in the eyes of people and yet be 
lacking in love for God. 

On the other hand, a person of relatively modest and 
even meagre abilities may experience many failures in life, 
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due to it being rarely given him to occupy a suitable niche. 
Yet his life may be one of great advance in divine love. He 
may be hidden from the notice of society around him and 
even dismissed as something of a “nobody,” and yet the 
one thing necessary may be growing in him, which is 
divine love. An obvious example would be the Irishman, 
Matt Talbot, reformed drunkard and subsequently a saintly 
man, now on the way to Beatification by the Church. A 
“nobody” such as this is a success in the eyes of God. The 
heart and soul of a successful human and Christian life is 
love. That is the teaching of our Lord, and it is therefore 
the key to a successful life in ultimate terms. A person 
who is striving to love God with all his heart and his 
neighbour as himself will, of course, use his talents for God 
and others in as professional and competent a way as 
possible. This loving dedication of himself may bring him 
“success” as society regards it, but that worldly acclaim 
will be considered by him as basically a side-issue. He 
knows that his true success ultimately lies in the degree of 
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love for God and neighbour that informs his life and all he 
does. However, whatever be the worldly success that 
comes to this or that person, the average person in society 
will be a little person. He is what many will call a 
“nobody”. The unnoticed ones often experience bad luck, 
misfortune for a variety of reasons such as the loss of 
employment, bad health and financial difficulties. At times 
there could be some marriage difficulties and problems 
with the children in the family. But despite all these upsets 
and disappointments and failures, the so-called “nobody” 
can attain true success in life. That success consists in 
growing in a profound and humble love of God and love of 
neighbour — whatever be his circumstances. This, more 
than anything, is the project to set one’s eyes on. Time and 
again we see this love in the little people, while it is often 
lacking in the rich and successful. It is this striving for 
divine love which is open to all of us, rich and the poor 
alike, the influential and the nobodies. Life’s true goal is 
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the holiness that consists in the love of Christ, and using 
the means to attain it. 

At the end of life, with moments to go before we 
appear before the judgment of God, the only thing which 
will matter will be the degree to which we love God with 
all our heart. That, in turn, will depend on the extent to 
which in our ordinary daily duties over the course of life 
we have striven to love God with our whole being and our 
neighbour as ourselves. The true indicator of this is 
obedience to God-given duty. In this way is the ordinary 
life of the little person transformed into a life of ultimate 
grandeur. Let us take the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph as our model of perfect love in the ordinary life. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1822-1829 (Charity) 
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Monday of the Thirty-first Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your 
faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we 
pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the 
things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 11:29-36; Psalm 68; 

Luke 14:12-14 

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a 
luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours; 
if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be 
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repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. 
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous. ” (Luke 14:12-14) 

Invite the Poor Our Lord had been invited to the 
home of a leading Pharisee. There are other scenes in the 
Gospel in which our Lord is shown dining in the home of a 
Pharisee, which indicates that even though his most 
benighted and persistent enemies were drawn from that 
class, he graciously accepted invitations from them also. 
Our Lord came to save all — he said that he had come as a 
doctor to heal the sick, that he had been sent to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel, as the Good Shepherd that 
seeks out the stray. He mixed with all and sundry, dining 
with his friends and those who were not his friends, and 
with those he was striving to reclaim. He dined with 
Zacchaeus, a leading tax collector in Jericho - whom he 
had instantly converted. He dined with other publicans and 
sinners, just as he dined with friends such as Martha, Mary 
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and Lazarus. He dined with Scribes and Pharisees, 
including leading Pharisees. In the setting of the Twelve, 
he dined countless times with Judas Iscariot, who would 
betray him. As he said once, John the Baptist came neither 
eating and drinking, whereas the Son of Man, divine 
holiness personified, came eating and drinking — he did so 
in order to win souls to the Kingdom. So there he is in our 
Gospel scene, in the home of the leading Pharisee, and his 
words of spiritual advice to the Pharisee are given to us by 
Luke. I like to imagine our Lord speaking calmly, perhaps 
quietly, and all the while smiling as he spoke. He directs 
his remarks to his host, but of course the others who are 
present would be listening and taking in his words. Our 
Lord is saying to the Pharisee that in showing hospitality 
and liberality he ought have a preference for extending it to 
“the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind” (Luke 14:12- 
14). This teaching may have been a great surprise to our 
Pharisee and to his confreres. How unused he may have 
been to the very thought of it! But he had before him not 
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only One who taught this doctrine but who, notoriously, in 
his practice exemplified it. The scribes and the Pharisees 
criticised our Lord precisely for associating and dining 
even with the “sinners”. Our Lord was known to practise, 
in this as in everything, what he preached. 

But we must not merely contemplate the failure of the 
Pharisees, as brought to light by the words of our Lord. 
Let us ask if we ourselves follow our Lord’s teaching in 
this respect. Our Lord’s meaning is plain: we ought have a 
special desire to help and favour the poor and the 
unfortunate. Do we have this desire — it ought be a great 
desire — or do we but reluctantly consider the matter? If 
our Lord were to be dining in our house, perhaps he would 
find need to direct this same teaching to us, that “when 
you hold a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or 
your brothers or sisters or your relatives or your wealthy 
neighbours, in case they may invite you back and you have 
repayment. Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will 
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you be because of their inability to repay you. For you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous” (Luke 14:12- 
14). Our Lord is not asking us to do this or its equivalent 
always, for our Lord himself did not always invite “the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind” to his meals. But in 
what way are we implementing our Lord’s general point of 
deep concern for, and solidarity with, the poor and 
forgotten? Of course, we must be practical. Nevertheless, 
is it the case that there is very little in our Christian life of 
what our Lord is asking for in today’s Gospel? The danger 
is that in relation to those aspects of Christian teaching 
which we find uncomfortable or perplexing (such as 
actively assisting the poor and the unfortunate), we might 
in effect shelve the matter. We may never really get down 
to making this part of our life. What our Lord says at the 
end of his remarks to the Pharisee may assist us to act: he 
promises a reward in heaven. “Blessed indeed will you be 
because of their inability to repay you. For you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” We will be 
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repaid abundantly in heaven for anything we do to the 
least. Let us keep our eyes on our heavenly goal while we 
spend ourselves in a Christlike service of God and others 
here below. 

In the 25th chapter of St Matthew’s Gospel our Lord 
describes the Last Judgement. How we treat the needy will 
be a most decisive factor in how we are judged. The Judge 
will say to us that “whatever you did to the least of these 
brothers of mine you did to me.” The Christian religion is 
a religion involving the service and following of Christ 
who loves and identifies with the needy. If we neglect 
them, we neglect the Person of Christ. If we love and serve 
them, we are loving and serving him. 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-first Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your 
faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we 
pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the 
things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 12:5-16; Psalm 130; 

Luke 14:15-24 

One of those at table with Jesus said to him, “Blessed 
is the one who will dine in the Kingdom of God. ” He 
replied to him, “A man gave a great dinner to which he 
invited many. When the time for the dinner came, he 
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dispatched his servant to say to those invited, ‘Come, 
everything is now ready. ’ But one by one, they all began to 
excuse themselves. The first said to him, 7 have purchased 
a field and must go to examine it; I ask you, consider me 
excused. ’ And another said, T have purchased five yoke of 
oxen and am on my way to evaluate them; I ask you, 
consider me excused. ’ And another said, T have just 
married a woman, and therefore I cannot come. ’ The 
servant went and reported this to his master. Then the 
master of the house in a rage commanded his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring 
in here the poor and the crippled, the blind and the lame. ’ 
The servant reported, ‘Sir, your orders have been carried 
out and still there is room. ’ The master then ordered the 
servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedgerows and make 
people come in that my home may be filled. For, I tell you, 
none of those men who were invited will taste my dinner. 
(Luke 14:15-24) 
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Getting There Many different metaphors are used 
in Scripture to describe heaven. In our Gospel passage 
today both the one speaking to Jesus, and Jesus himself in 
his parable that was a reply, refer to heaven as dining at a 
banquet. Perhaps the use of this image, rooted in Scripture, 
was also occasioned by the joy that typically radiated from 
our Lord as he reclined with the others at the meal. In our 
Gospel today, one of those at table with Jesus observed that 
those who dined in the Kingdom of God would be blessed 
— the point being that God and heaven is the object of all 
man’s yearnings for happiness. In reply our Lord told his 
parable: God is like a man who gave a great feast, and 
wanted many to come. But when the invitation went out to 
those who were especially invited, all of them had excuses. 
Our Lord was directing his parable in particular to those of 
God’s chosen people who ought especially to have been 
aware of God’s election of them. They were called to his 
friendship, and to a service of him that would culminate in 
heaven. But they all had reasons for declining to come — 



3343 


that is to say, they were not interested. Their desire was for 
things other than the banquet and the company of the 
master. So they were passed over, and the invitation went 
out to “the highways and hedgerows” — to the generality 
of men, which is to say, to all men. All are called to be 
disciples of Christ. All are called to the Kingdom of God, 
and we are among their number. Our Lord’s parable is a 
pointer to the mission he would give to his disciples after 
he had risen from the dead. As we read at the end of this 
same Gospel of St Luke, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem” 
(Luke 24:46-47). They were to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations. God and heaven is the 
ultimate goal for mankind, and Christ is the Way to there. 

If a person who is naturally endowed with the ability 
to attain some temporal goal or to gain some temporal 
benefit, is ever to get there, he must have or develop the 
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interest to do so. It is not enough to have the ability. One 
must have the interest so as to activate and develop the 
ability. So too, we must desire what God plans for us. 
Though we are all called to holiness and to membership in 
the Kingdom, the basic issue will be the same as that 
presented in the Gospel of today. Are we prepared to take 
up the invitation in earnest, or will our hearts be attached to 
other interests, as were the hearts of those in the Gospel 
parable who were invited to the banquet (Luke 14:15-24)7 
Our dining at the banquet which God plans for us for all 
eternity will depend on whether we truly want to be there. 
We must develop a great desire for what God is offering 
each of us. We must want it. The story is often mentioned 
of how the sister of Saint Thomas Aquinas once asked him 
what is the path that takes one to sanctity. Thomas’s reply 
was, one must really want it! God will not force us to the 
banquet, and if we are not interested, others will be invited 
and they may well be extremely interested. How, then, do 
we come to have the interest, the great desire for the 
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banquet of heaven which those in the parable lacked? Our 
interest will come if we grow in love, if we acquire a true 
love of Jesus — and this can only come by contemplating 
his Person and his teaching. We have to spend time with 
Jesus. We must contemplate his Person, gazing on him 
with the eyes of the heart, dwelling on his exalted teaching, 
contemplating the plan of God for us. God is love — and 
we must strive to know the love of God for us. This love is 
revealed in the Person of Jesus. We need to come to know 
the heart of Christ, for his heart is the heart of God. As St 
Teresa of Avila always insists, we come to the knowledge 
and love of God through the humanity of Jesus Christ. 

It gets down to this: we shall arrive at the banquet 
being prepared for us if we love Jesus genuinely, with a 
love that leads to obedience to his commandments. If you 
love me, our Lord said, you will keep my commandments. 
So let us make the love of Christ the daily goal of our life. 
With that love we will accept the invitation with a full 
heart and thus take the practical daily steps that are 



3346 


necessary to arrive at the banquet prepared to us from all 
eternity. 







3347 


Wednesday of the Thirty-first Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your 
faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we 
pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the 
things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 13:8-10; Psalm 112:lb-2, 4-5, 
9; 

Luke 14:25-33 

Large crowds were travelling with Jesus, and turning 
to them he said: If anyone comes to me and does not hate 
his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers 
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and sisters — yes, even his own life — he cannot be my 
disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. Suppose one of you 
wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete 
it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, 
everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow 
began to build and was not able to finish. ’ Or suppose a 
king is about to go to war against another king. Will he 
not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with 
twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will 
ask for terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who 
does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
(Luke 14:25-33) 

Following Christ Our Gospel scene today opens 
with the spectacle of “great crowds” travelling with Jesus. 
Let us think of those who were caught up in the throng and 
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who were surging along in tow, doubtlessly for so many 
different reasons. Some perhaps enjoyed the novelty, 
others were looking for a cure, others were fascinated by 
our Lord’s unique teaching and authority, others were 
curious to watch some striking spectacle. On one occasion, 
for instance, our Lord was being followed by a crowd and 
they approached the town of Nain. We remember what 
happened — our Lord raised a young man from the dead 
and gave him back to his mother. All this gave to our Lord 
a great fame and many followed him because of his fame, 
his authoritative teaching, and for the good he 
unhesitatingly did. As a matter of fact, this fame spilled 
over beyond the borders Judea and Galilee to pagan and 
semi-pagan areas, such that our Lord, in his brief public 
ministry of barely three years, had the beginnings of what 
we might call an international reputation. When he went 
into the region of Tyre and Sidon for respite with his 
disciples, not wanting to be known there, he was quickly 
found out and pursued by the Canaanite woman who was 
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determined to extract from him an exorcism of her 
daughter. He was certainly known in the Gentile 
Decapolis. But were these crowds, that hurried to him, his 
disciplesl Hardly so. Even in respect to those who 
counted themselves as his “disciples,” we remember the 
effect of our Lord preaching his doctrine of the Eucharist: 
many of those who were his “disciples” at that point left 
him. His teaching was simply too much. What he had just 
said, and said publicly, was too “hard” a saying. They did 
not accept his word. So then, great crowds were travelling 
with Jesus for a variety of reasons, but they could hardly be 
regarded as anything like true disciples. That scene of the 
crowds following Jesus was something of a snapshot of 
much of human history since the time of our Lord. There 
have been, and are, and will be, very many travelling along 
in the proximity of Jesus, but that proximity with Christ 
does not make of a person his disciple. What then does 
make one a disciple of Jesus? We have the answer to this 
question in our Gospel passage today (Luke 14:25-33). 
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True discipleship involves giving Christ our whole 
heart, and expressing this by fidelity to him under difficult 
circumstances. It was precisely when he had these great 
crowds behind him that our Lord turned to them and told 
them the conditions for being his disciple. Our Lord was 
not deceived by mere numbers, mere adulation, mere 
jostling throngs. Discipleship involves much more than 
simply following along behind, moving in some proximity 
with him and with lots of others doing the same. It 
involves more than simply being among those counted as 
Christians. Discipleship involves more than simply 
membership in the Church by baptism, essential as this 
fundamental requirement is. Discipleship involves being, 
as we might say colloquially, “full-on” in the gift of one’s 
heart to Jesus as Lord. Jesus Christ is Lord must be the cry 
of our heart. The great founders of the religions of man 
pointed to their teaching on God, and asked their followers 
to devote themselves to God (or his equivalent). Their 
teaching may, according to the founder, have been revealed 
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or not, but the focus was not on the founder but on God. 
Mahomet was, so he claimed, God’s Messenger, his 
Prophet — and nothing more than that. But our Lord 
pointed to himself — he was the image of the Father, with 
whom he was one. The Christian religion is all about 
loving and following Jesus Christ. He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. Our Lord expresses all this in a graphic 
metaphor: “If anyone comes to me without hating his 
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” He uses 
expressions intended to strike deeply into our religious 
imagination. He wants our whole heart and nothing less, 
and anything that prevents this is to be set aside. This is 
the first commandment, he told a questioner on another 
occasion, that “you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with 
all your strength.” This is what it means to be his disciple. 
We must love our Lord as we love God, for he is God. 
This love will be expressed in a close following of him in 
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the midst of daily difficulties and when circumstances are 
very adverse: “Whoever does not carry his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:25-33). 

Let us imagine ourselves in that great crowd of people 
following along after Jesus. Let us imagine our Lord 
turning to the crowd and uttering the words we read in our 
Gospel today, and let us imagine him looking into our own 
eyes while he is saying this. Let us allow his words to 
penetrate our hearts as a loving invitation to follow him 
with our whole heart. Let us not be like the good young 
man who, laden with his interests and many possessions, 
hears Christ’s loving invitation to follow him, and turns 
away sad. 
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Thursday of the Thirty-first Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your 
faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we 
pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the 
things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 14:7-12; Psalm 27:lbcde, 4, 
13-14; Luke 15:1-10 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering 
round to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law muttered, This man welcomes sinners, and eats 
with them. Then Jesus told them this parable: Suppose one 
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of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he 
not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 
the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he 
joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he 
calls his friends and neighbours together and says, 
‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep. ’ I tell you 
that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who do not need to repent. Or suppose a 
woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not 
light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until 
she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends 
and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost coin. ’ In the same way, I tell you, there is 
rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents. (Luke 15:1-10) 

The Repentant Sinner “There is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.” He was born on 13 November, 354, at Tagaste, 
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north Africa, at what is now Souk-Ahras (Algeria). 
Although respectable, his family was not rich, and his 
father, Patricius, was a pagan. However, Patricius’ 
admirable wife Monica at length brought her husband to 
baptism and to a holy death, about the year 371. Our man is 
St Augustine of Hippo, and he will be famous till the end 
of time. Having received a Christian education, he later 
wrote that “From my tenderest infancy, I had in a manner 
sucked with my mother’s milk that name of my Saviour, 
Thy Son; I kept it in the recesses of my heart; and all that 
presented itself to me without that Divine Name, though it 
might be elegant, well written, and even replete with truth, 
did not altogether carry me away” (Confessions 1.4). He 
spent his sixteenth year at Tagaste in an idleness which was 
fatal to his virtue, and gave himself up to pleasure. Then in 
373, an entirely new inclination showed in him, brought 
about by his reading Cicero’s “Hortensius” from which he 
gained a love of wisdom. Thenceforward Augustine’s 
heart was in philosophy, while his profession was rhetoric. 
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Unfortunately, his faith and his morals plummeted. In 373 
Augustine and his friend Honoratus fell under the influence 
of Manichaeism, which had been introduced into Africa 
scarcely fifty years previously. Augustine himself tells us 
that he was enticed by its promises of a philosophy 
unbridled by faith; by the claims of the Manichaeans to 
have discovered contradictions in Holy Scripture; and, 
above all, by the hope of finding in their doctrine a 
scientific explanation of nature. Augustine’s inquiring 
mind was enthusiastic for the natural sciences, and the 
Manichaeans declared that nature withheld no secrets from 
Faustus, their authority (against whom Augustine later 
wrote). Further, Augustine was utterly perplexed by the 
problem and origin of evil, and finally acknowledged a 
conflict of two principles — which was what the 
Manichaeans held. There was a powerful attraction in the 
moral irresponsibility that resulted in the Manichaeans 
denial of liberty and in their attributing the commission of 
sin and crime to a foreign principle. Once won over to the 
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Manichaeans, Augustine devoted himself to it, reading its 
books and defending its opinions. It was during this 
Manichaean period that Augustine’s literary powers 
reached their full development. 

But his mother Monica deeply deplored Augustine’s 
heresy. Soon afterwards Augustine went to Carthage, 
where he continued to teach rhetoric. His talents shone to 
even better advantage on this wider stage, and by his 
pursuit of the liberal arts his intellect attained its full 
maturity. Taking part in a poetic contest, he carried off the 
prize, with the Proconsul Vindicianus publicly conferring 
upon him the “corona agonistica.” It was at this moment of 
literary prowess, that he began to repudiate Manichaeism. 
Finally the spell was broken, and, although Augustine did 
not immediately abandon the sect, his mind rejected 
Manichaean doctrines. The illusion had lasted nine years. 
But the religious crisis of this great soul was only to be 
resolved in Italy, and under the influence of Saint 
Ambrose. In 383 Augustine, at the age of twenty-nine, 
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yielded to the attraction to Italy. He moved to Rome and 
opened a school of rhetoric there, but disillusioned, closed 
it down and accepted a professorship at Milan. There he 
visited Bishop Ambrose, and the fascination of Ambrose’s 
kindness led him to become a regular attendant at his 
preaching. Still, Augustine underwent a further three 
years’ struggle during which his mind passed through 
several distinct phases. Monica then joined her son at 
Milan. Finally, through the reading of the Holy Scriptures 
light dawned on his powerful mind. Soon he was certain 
that Jesus Christ is the only way to truth and salvation: the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. An interview with 
Simplicianus, the future successor of St. Ambrose, who 
told Augustine the story of the conversion of the celebrated 
neo-Platonic rhetorician, Victorinus (Confessions VIII. 1, 
VIII.2), prepared the way for the intervention of grace 
which changed his life. He was now thirty-three, and the 
great change occurred in the garden at Milan (September, 
386). Towards the beginning of Lent, 387, he went to 
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Milan and was baptized by Ambrose on Easter Day, or at 
least during Eastertide. In the autumn of 387, he was about 
to embark at Ostia, when Monica was summoned from this 
life, to his great grief (Confessions IX). There is no need to 
pursue his story further — he went on to be Bishop of 
Hippo, and one of the greatest saints and doctors of the 
Church, an immense influence on Christ’s behalf in his 
own lifetime and ever since. He is one of the greatest 
instances of today’s Gospel, a repentant sinner par 
excellence. 

Whether one is a great sinner, or one in the state of 
grace, the power of God’s grace can work wonders in one’s 
soul. Christ came to reclaim the sinner, and all of us must 
count ourselves in that vast group. When Ignatius Loyola 
was recuperating after being hit by a canonball coming 
from the French, he began to read lives of the saints. He 
asked, if they can do it, why cannot I? What is going for us 
is the grace of God. This is the will of God, St Paul writes, 
your sanctification. “This man,” our Lord’s enemies said 
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of him, “welcomes sinners, and eats with them.” He wants 
to do the same with us every step along the way up. Let us 
trust him, then! 
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Friday of the Thirty-first Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your 
faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we 
pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the 
things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 15:14-21; Psalm 98:1-4; 

Luke 16:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples: There was a rich man whose 
manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So he 
called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about 
you? Give an account of your management, because you 
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cannot be manager any longer. ’ The manager said to 
himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away 
my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to 
beg — I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, 
people will welcome me into their houses. ’ So he called in 
each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master? ’ ‘Eight hundred gallons of 
olive oil, ’ he replied. The manager told him, ‘Take your 
bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred. ’ Then he 
asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ ‘A 
thousand bushels of wheat, ’ he replied. He told him, ‘Take 
your bill and make it eight hundred. ’ The master 
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 
(Luke 16:1-8) 

Getting There There have been many influential 
teachers in the world. Names that come immediately to 
mind are Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Zoroaster, Buddha, 
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Confucius, Mahomet, and many others besides. 
Transcending them all is the Person of Jesus Christ whose 
teaching is the absolute truth. He is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. It is interesting to notice, incidentally, that when 
we compare the method of teaching of our Lord to that of, 
say, some of the greatest of philosophers such as Plato and 
Aristotle, our Lord is notable for his simplicity of 
expression. It is accessible to all and it has, furthermore, a 
living voice to explain its sense authoritatively through the 
ages. That living voice is the teaching magisterium (Latin 
for the office of one who presides or exercises authority) of 
the Catholic Church, the divinely-instituted oracle or organ 
of Christ’s teaching and governance for each generation. 
As we see in the Gospels, Christ taught in concrete and 
pictorial forms. It was expressed in everyday language and 
constantly illustrated with images. People love to think 
pictorially and with the aid of images. They enjoy “comic 
strips”, movies, plays, literature, stories. Our Lord 
commonly used parables, and he uses one such in today’s 



3365 


Gospel (Luke 16:1-8). What, then, is Christ’s teaching in 
today’s passage? Our parable today is the story of a 
devious steward who takes advantage of his final days in 
his job to secure his future — at the expense of his master. 
In a word, he knew how to attain his chosen goal. We, too, 
must learn how to attain our eternal goal. We ought know 
what steps will bring us to eternal life here and hereafter, 
and have the resolution to get there. All too often, our 
Lord tells us, those who live for this world are much more 
astute in attaining their goals, than those with the light of 
Revelation are in attaining theirs. Our Lord is suggesting 
that we look about us and learn from those who are 
manifestly achievers. We need in no way take our cue 
from their choice of goals nor from their choice of means. 
In both these, they may be worthy of condemnation. But 
what we can learn from them is their shrewdness, 
practicality and resolve in getting what they want. The 
children of light know where they should go, and the 
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means to get there. What is needed is right planning and 
resolute action. 

So then, what are the steps to be taken to attain the 
end God plans for us? Firstly, we must be clear about our 
goal. The dishonest steward knew very clearly what his 
goal was: it was security after the looming termination of 
his employment. Our goal is security in heaven, an eternity 
with the infinite, all-holy and all-loving God. More 
exactly, our goal is the fulness of eternal life that God has 
planned for each of us, that measure of holiness to which 
we are called. Each of us is called to the perfection of the 
Christian life, loving God with our whole heart and mind 
and strength, and our neighbour as ourself, with Christ as 
our model, and with his grace and life as our wherewithal. 
That is our goal, and if we are to achieve it — and while 
eternity is long, life is very short — we must be spiritually 
savvy in selecting and using the means to get there. We 
must take the necessary steps to reach personal holiness in 
Christ. Otherwise our allotted time will rapidly pass and 
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we will go to God with nothing to show. The steps are 
clear to all. We must give ourselves to Christ totally, and 
nourish our union with him firstly by daily personal prayer. 
Let us begin and end the day prayerfully: by morning and 
evening prayer in some form. I would recommend special 
care in beginning the day with real time with God: it could 
be (for the lay person), say, ten minutes in his presence 
with the aid of a Gospel passage. Let us also develop the 
habit of during the day raising our minds and hearts to God 
in brief prayerful aspirations. An excellent and 
recommended practice is to pray the Rosary each day. We 
ought have some practice of regular spiritual reading — the 
reading of the Scriptures and some other reading that will 
nourish our thoughts on God and his plan for us. We must 
devoutly partake of the Sacraments, especially the 
Sacraments of the Eucharist and Penance. Mass and 
Confession are principal channels of God’s grace for us on 
our journey to him. We must work in a dedicated and 
Christ-like way at our daily duties and responsibilities. 
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Our daily work is a very important means of personal 
sanctification. We ought strive to fulfil our work in life 
thoroughly and perseveringly, and to do all with love. All 
this is to say that we must take concrete steps to attain 
sanctity as the great enterprise of life. 

Let us learn from our Lord’s story of the dishonest 
steward to be an achiever of God’s goals for us. God 
wants us to be achievers, and the greatest achievement of 
all is personal sanctification. This is the will of God, St 
Paul writes in one of his Letters, your sanctification. Let 
us take on board in the grand enterprise of life, not the goal 
of the dishonest steward nor his dubious means of attaining 
it, but his shrewdness, resolution and practicality in 
attaining that goal. Let us make God’s plan for us our 
daily project, and let us shrewdly and perseveringly use the 
means Christ has given to us to attain it. They are the 
means of grace coming to us in the life of the Church. 
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Saturday of the Thirty-first Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your 
faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we 
pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the 
things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Psalm 
145:2-5,10-11; Luke 16:9-15 

Jesus said, I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 
welcomed into eternal dwellings. Whoever can be trusted 
with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever 
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is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with 
much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 
worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if 
you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s 
property, who will give you property of your own? No 
servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were 
sneering at Jesus. He said to them, You are the ones who 
justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your 
hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in 
God’s sight. (Luke 16:9-15) 

Wealth To a very great extent the course of human 
history and the lives of individuals revolve around the 
quest for wealth and material possessions. This is natural 
because man is part of the material world while not being 
reducible to it, and so he needs material things. He needs 
shelter and clothing. Because he is material, he needs 



3371 


material goods for his own consumption and for his for his 
future livelihood. There have been many thinkers who 
have been preoccupied with one thing: man’s material 
needs and how he can secure material possessions in order 
to satisfy them. Karl Marx (1818-1883) held that all 
societies progress through the dialectic of class struggle — 
a conflict between an ownership class which controls 
production and a lower class which produces the labour for 
goods. The issue was, who was to have possession of 
material wealth. “Progress” is economic, and it must be 
classless. In this paramount business, religion is a 
pernicious distraction. For Marx and all such materialists, 
the real thing is the material world and the material 
prosperity it could offer us. Let us not digress into the 
tragic convulsions brought to the world by Marxism. 
However, even though catastrophic mistakes have been 
made by certain thinkers who have reduced the laws and 
goals of human history to economic ones, nevertheless 
much of human life and history is indeed, in the nature of 
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the case, economic. It is manifestly the will of the Creator 
that all gain sufficient and free use of material goods as 
they need. That having been said, it is fundamental for 
man to gain a correct attitude to wealth and material 
possessions. It is not a correct attitude to view material 
goods as being all that we need, or even what we mainly 
need. If higher needs are threatened, material goods may 
have to be sacrificed. For this we above all look to our 
Lord for what God has revealed, and our Gospel passage 
today (Luke 16:9-15) gives us the cue. As our Lord states, 
“use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that 
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings.” Material wealth is of this world, so it will fail. 
Let us use our material wealth in the light of our true 
destiny — our true homeland is not here but in heaven. 

With our true homeland ever before us, and with the 
gate to it which is death and God’s judgment coming ever 
closer, we must use material possessions well so that we 
“make friends”, the kind of friends who will welcome us 
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into eternity. The first Friend is God himself, and we shall 
be in his friendship if we do his will. In all our use of 
money, we must please God so that it will be a means of 
union with him. For we must be ever on guard, and ever 
clear about who is to be the Master of our heart. Our Lord 
warns that “No servant can serve two masters. He will 
either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” 
Our Lord asks for our whole heart. As he says elsewhere 
in the Gospel, “you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with 
all your strength.” Material possessions can, due to the 
fallen condition of our hearts and their profound inclination 
to place Self in the first place ahead of God, easily be used 
to support this form of self-idolatry. Human history is 
replete with instances of the over-riding quest for material 
possessions because of the delusion that in them is man’s 
security and happiness to be attained. Thus does man, 
materially well-endowed, sink into the darkness of thinking 
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that he does not need God. God is a phantom and the only 
thing that is real is this world — so he must gain as much 
of it as he can. It is a path, one of several, towards his 
thinking he is a god, or like God. This is the primeval 
temptation, the one seductively presented to Eve, and 
through her to Adam. You will be like God. Material 
possessions can lead to the glorification of God and the 
doing of his will, or they can lead to the glorification of 
Self. In our age there have been books written on the 
“delusion” of God. The ever-present temptation is the 
delusion into which the Self can sink — that I am a god, 
even if this is not so crassly put. It was the delusion of 
several of the rulers who arrogated to themselves a divine 
status — several of the Pharaohs, Alexander the Great and 
some of his successors, and several of the Roman Caesars. 
Their possessions and dominions (gained often by 
massacre and seizure) fed this delusion. 

For this reason wealth is not only “worldly” or of this 
world, but it tends to be “dishonest” or “tainted”, because 
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of the way we use and regard it, due to our fallen condition. 
If we love money, it will act dishonestly with us and will 
taint us. We cannot, our Lord teaches, love both God and 
mammon. Rather we must love God and use money and 
possessions in the loving service of God and our 
neighbour. Let us ponder our Lord’s words today in 
respect to our attitude towards money and material 
possessions. The world tends to set its heart on material 
wealth. The Pharisees, who loved money, laughed at our 
Lord’s teaching. We may not “laugh” at it but we may 
quietly ignore it. If we do, we shall never attain the 
holiness to which we are called. 
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Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Thirty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from 
us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 17:10-16; Psalm 146:7, 8- 

9, 9-10; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 

In the course of his teaching Jesus said to the crowds, 
“Beware of the scribes, who like to go around in long 
robes and accept greetings in the marketplaces, seats of 
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honour in synagogues, and places of honour at banquets. 
They devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext recite 
lengthy prayers. They will receive a very severe 
condemnation. ” He sat down opposite the treasury and 
observed how the crowd put money into the treasury. 
Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow also 
came and put in two small coins worth a few cents. 
Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, ‘Amen, I 
say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other 
contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed 
from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has 
contributed all she had, her whole livelihood. ” (Mark 
12:38-44) 

The Poor Widow Our Gospel scene involves our 
Lord’s disciples, the crowds, the scribes, the rich and an 
unknown widow. Let us notice in our Gospel passage who 
are the people our Lord chooses to comment on. In the 
first couple of sentences he speaks of the scribes. They 
studied the Scriptures and the Law — and in view of their 
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position and expertise, were respected and given places of 
honour at banquets and in synagogues. But, our Lord says, 
they (or at least many of them) loved and sought the 
honour they were accorded. They also devoured the 
houses of widows, our Lord continues, while 
simultaneously appearing religious with their lengthy 
prayers. In the midst of their religious observances they 
“devoured” the possessions of the poor (indeed, their very 
houses) — how they did this we are not told here. They 
may have used their skill in the Law subtly to defraud 
widows or prey on their religious spirit, convincing them to 
give of their means far beyond anything the Law intended 
and beyond the real means of those widows. They did this 
while projecting the image of piety. In any case, they had 
no true love for the poor which was solemnly commanded 
by God in the Old Testament. Such were the scribes, or at 
least those of them whom our Lord chose to indict for their 
attachment to honour and wealth. Then the scene shifts to 
a poor widow, which is to say to a representative of those 
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our Lord said were materially oppressed by the scribes. 
She was poor, and without special honour. Our Lord is 
seated there in the Temple observing how “many rich 
people put in large sums” into the Temple treasury. He 
was not impressed with them, for all they had done was to 
put in what they did not need anyway. But then there came 
forward a poor widow, unnoticed, and with practically 
nothing to offer. But all that tiny sum she had — which 
was “her whole livelihood” — she put into the treasury for 
the worship and honour of God (Mark 12:38-44). When 
the Church canonizes a holy person, she is not intending to 
declare that the only saints are those who have been 
formally canonized. Great as is the holiness of the one 
who is canonized, there is nothing to prevent us from 
presuming that not only are there other equally holy 
persons in heaven who are unknown to us, but quite 
possibly many whose sanctity exceeds that of several who 
have been canonized. They are included (as are all in 
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Heaven) among those whom the Church celebrates on the 
Feast of All Saints. 

Let us contemplate this poor widow, whom our Lord 
holds up before his disciples. She gave to God everything 
she had to live on. She was poor, very poor. In her gift to 
the Treasury, she showed herself to be completely detached 
from the material possessions she had, and totally attached 
to God and his interests. She wanted to see God honoured 
and glorified in his Temple, and she gave everything she 
had for that purpose. She was remarkable. She had no 
husband, no children of hers are mentioned, and she is 
unknown. She had lived her life and now she was 
undoubtedly drawing near to its end. She was a very holy 
person, and our Lord holds her up for the edification of his 
disciples. She was an excellent example of what the 
Hebrew Old Testament calls the “ anawim ”, the holy poor 
of Yahweh who depend on him entirely for everything. 
She was poor in spirit and poor in material possessions, 
and so the Kingdom of heaven was hers. How our Lord 
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would have loved and admired her! There must have been 
many such in the history of God’s people, for we 
remember how, when the infant Jesus was brought to the 
Temple, he was met by the widow prophetess Anna who 
spent all her time in the Temple. She, too, was an example 
of the holy poor of Yahweh. Our Lord did not ask his 
disciples to be as poor as the widow, but he did expect 
them to be just as detached as she was from material 
possessions. He expects of his disciples that they love the 
poor and that they resolutely avoid the love of money and 
avarice. They are to avoid being like the scribes who were 
looked on as good and religious while loving money and 
disregarding the poor, indeed prospering materially from 
the poor, while the poor languished. Our Lord asks us to 
be like him in his love for his heavenly Father and for the 
needy. We remember the occasion when he was 
approaching the town of Nain and a large number of 
persons were following him. Suddenly there came out a 
funeral procession, the funeral of an only son of a widow. 



3382 


Full of compassion he stepped forward, raised the dead 
young man and gave him back to his mother. Our Lord 
loved the poor, and educated his disciples to love the poor. 
We remember how when Judas left the Last Supper, some 
thought that perhaps he had gone to give something to the 
poor. This love for the poor was a virtue which our Lord 
instilled in them. 

As St Paul writes, in his very Incarnation the Son of 
God, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, chose to 
become poor for our sakes so that we might be rich. He 
became as men are and lowlier still, dying on a cross. Let 
us ask our Lord for the grace to be poor in spirit, to love 
the poor just as he loved the poor, and always to serve the 
poor, knowing that in loving and serving them, we love and 
serve Christ. If we do this, at the Judgment we shall hear 
the words of the King: I was hungry and you gave me to 
eat, for whatever you did to the least of these brothers of 
mine, you did to me. Therefore, come, you who are 
blessed by my Father! 
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Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 
2443-2449 (Love for the poor) 
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Monday of the Thirty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from 
us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 1:1-7; Psalm 138; Luke 17:1-6 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Things that cause sin will 
inevitably occur, but woe to the one through whom they 
occur. It would be better for him if a millstone were put 
around his neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him 
to cause one of these little ones to sin. Be on your guard! 



3385 


If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive 
him. And if he wrongs you seven times in one day and 
returns to you seven times saying, 7 am sorry, ’ you should 
forgive him. ” And the Apostles said to the Lord, “Increase 
our faith.” The Lord replied, “If you have faith the size of 
a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea, ’ and it would obey you. ” 
(Luke 17:1-6) 

Sin The worst thing that happened long before the 
appearance of man was sin. It was a catastrophic, terrible, 
tragic event of incalculable proportions, and it occurred in 
the unseen (and therefore especially real) world. Some 
angels sinned. The result was a tidal wave of evil and 
reversal for them, and they freely chose it. They were cast 
out of God’s presence and were entirely ruined. Their ruin 
was total. The same convulsion happened again at a new 
point in creation. We speak of cataclysmic events such as 
the crash to the earth of a mighty meteor, wiping out 
dinosaurs and other species. But by far the worst thing that 
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has ever happened on earth, and it happened right at the 
dawn of human history, was sin. The first human beings, 
our first parents, sinned. They rebelled against God and, 
like some angels long before, they chose to place 
themselves ahead of God — in his place and independent 
of him — in their own estimation. The result was 
catastrophic for them. They were cast out of God’s 
presence and were ruined — not entirely, but their 
prospects were doomed because sin brought death. They 
were not rendered totally depraved and devoid of all good, 
but still, it was all over for them. Thanks be to God, a 
Saviour was promised who would take away the sin of the 
world. The point here, however, is that the worst thing in 
the world and beyond this material world is, and was, and 
will ever be, sin. If sin had not made its appearance, how 
different the angelic world and the world of humankind 
would be! But granted that sin is part of mankind, there is a 
certain inevitability about its continuation. It is now 
inevitable that sin will be present in the world till the end 
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of time. Men will commit sin, serious sins and venial sins. 
Just as Satan prompted the woman to sin, and just as she in 
turn prompted the man to sin, so man will continue to be 
prompted to sin by Satan, and by other men and women, 
and by his own sinful inclinations. Now, in our Gospel 
today (Luke 17:1-6), our Lord issues a warning. He says 
that “things that cause sin will inevitably occur, but woe to 
the one through whom they occur.” While there will 
always be sin, it is a terrible thing to sin, and it is a most 
terrible thing to lead others to sin and to be drawn by others 
into sin. It is just what Satan did at the beginning. It has 
been happening ever since. 

Saint Teresa of Avila (16th century Spain) writes in 
her Life that “if by the help of God the beginner strives to 
reach the summit of perfection, I do not believe he will 
ever go to Heaven alone but will always take many others 
with him: God treats him like a good captain, and gives 
him soldiers to go in his company” (Ch.ll). By earnestly 
striving to love God with all our heart, we are assuming, 
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unbeknown to ourselves but known to God, a certain 
leadership in the great business that matters before all else: 
getting to God as our true goal. We are becoming a 
captain, and the Lord God will give us troops to follow. 
We shall lead others to him. Likewise if we are negligent 
in our love and service of God, and if we move through life 
resting in our sins with little spirit of repentance, then our 
course will have its due effect on others. This is because 
the Enemy, the Prince of this world as our Lord calls him, 
will waft in our way troops to follow. Others will be 
prompted to sin by the very sight of our mediocrity and our 
sins. Our Lord gives a stark warning in today’s Gospel: “It 
would be better for him if a millstone were put around his 
neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him to cause 
one of these little ones to sin. Be on your guard!” (Luke 
17:1-6). A millstone will be placed around the necks of 
Satan and his minions, and he will be cast into the great sea 
of fire. Pity help the one who has been subject to Satan’s 
influence and who has spurned the grace of Jesus Christ! 
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But then, apart from the necessarily deleterious effect on 
others of our living in sin, we must be on our guard lest we 
thoughtlessly — let alone deliberately — lead others 
astray, for thoughtlessness can be entirely reprehensible. 
Furthermore, we must be on guard lest we be led astray 
ourselves. This can happen by our lack of vigilance before 
the bad example of others and what they suggest. It can 
happen in the midst of a family and in the midst of one’s 
marital life when one spouse prompts the other to do what 
goes against the teaching of the Church. The spouse being 
thus tempted must be on guard. Just as Eve was 
responsible for her sin though its prompting came from 
Satan, and just as Adam was responsible for his sin though 
its prompting came from Eve, so too whatever be the 
source of temptation, the responsibility will be ours if we 
sin. 


We must be on guard against all occasions and 
temptations to sin. As our Lord says, “Be on your guard!” 
Let us renounce sin and all that can lead to sin. Let us be 
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on guard lest we lead others to sin and to negligence in 
whatever pertains to God. Let us be on guard against 
whatever might tempt us in our turn to sin. The worst 
thing in our life is sin, and the worst thing in the world is 
sin. The greatest thing that we can do for ourselves and for 
others is to avoid sin and to love God. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from 
us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:23-3:9; Psalm 33; 

Luke 17:7-10 

Jesus said to the Apostles: “Who among you would 
say to your servant who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here immediately and 
take your place at table ’? Would he not rather say to him, 
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‘Prepare something for me to eat. Put on your apron and 
wait on me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink 
when I am finished’? Is he grateful to that servant because 
he did what was commanded? So should it be with you. 
When you have done all you have been commanded, say, 
‘We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were 
obliged to do.’” (Luke 17:7-10) 

Sanctity I remember attending an address by an 
American Dominican theologian who taught at the 
Catholic University of America. He had known the great 
historian of American Catholicism, John Tracey Ellis. He 
told us that on one occasion he asked Father Ellis what had 
been the most significant development in the recent era of 
Catholic history. Ellis paused for several minutes and 
replied that it had been the general re-discovery of the 
power and implications of Baptism. Very true. One of the 
most heartening developments within the body of the 
Church in recent times has been the growing realization 
that all are called to personal holiness — this call derives 
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from our baptism. The fundamental decision of life for the 
Christian is to seek to be a saint in the measure intended by 
God. The further question then is, along what path shall I 
pursue this goal? Shall I pursue it married to this or that 
person, or as a single person, or as a priest or a consecrated 
religious, or in one of the many other states of life 
approved and proposed by the Church? Or, granted my 
vocation as I find it to be and as I know myself to possess, 
what must I now do to pursue the daily path of personal 
sanctification? For, as St Paul writes, this is the will of 
God, your sanctification. Whatever be my calling in life, it 
is sanctity which I must seek. So then, there is the 
fundamental call to holiness arising from my baptism, and 
there is the more particular call to follow the concrete path 
I take to arrive there. Now granted these basic 
considerations, there is the further question of what 
constitutes the essence of sanctity itself. It is very 
important that we consider this because we need to know 
exactly what we should be trying to do each day, in living a 
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good and holy life. There is in man the instinctive desire to 
be good, even though he has other far less worthy desires 
competing with this very noble one. As St Paul writes in 
his Letter to the Romans, I dearly love God’s law, but there 
is another law fighting against this within me. 

What, then, is it to live a good and holy life in the 
sight of God? The Church has answered this question. 
Sanctity consists in the abiding and earnest desire to fulfil 
our duties of state, out of loving obedience to God. The 
fulfilment of duty is at the heart of authentic sanctity. We 
need to refine our sense of what is our God-given duty, and 
we need to be persevering in the fulfilment of our duty, for 
the glory of God alone. The stress on love — loving God 
— is very wholesome and essential. However, there is this 
danger that the ideal of love for God can be disconnected 
from the reality of duty. Sanctity consists in loving God 
precisely by fulfilling our duties. It is captured in the 
statement that ‘there can be no love without justice.’ It 
means doing our God-given work on earth, that work on 
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earth that constitutes our duty, with love for him and with 
persevering thoroughness. Our Lord tells us that “if you 
love me you will keep my commandments.” This is 
included in what Cardinal Newman meant when he once 
wrote that authority and obedience is of the essence of 
religion. Included in his point was the centrality of duty in 
authentic religion. Moreover, not only is fulfilment of duty 
a cardinal point of Revealed Religion. It is essential in 
what we might call Natural Religion too. That is to say, in 
the intimations of his natural conscience, man perceives his 
duty, and it is in this natural perception of duty that he has 
a natural intimation of the will of God. Duty is naturally 
perceived as coming ultimately from God. In both Natural 
and Revealed Religion, God means man to please him by 
fulfilling his duty. All of this is what our Lord was 
alluding to when he says in the Gospel passage today that 
“so should it be with you. When you have done all you 
have been commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants; 
we have done what we were obliged to do’” (Luke 17:7- 
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10). Being very pleasing to God involves striving to do 
“all you have been commanded” to do. This means too, 
that sanctity does not consist in great and notable deeds, 
but in doing very well the work that God has placed before 
us, no matter how ordinary and hidden it may be. 

Our Lady’s life was hidden and scarcely noticed, as 
was that of St Joseph — and, indeed, as was that of our 
Lord himself during the thirty yeas of his life at Nazareth. 
The Holy Family fulfilled the duties of their state and 
vocation simply, humbly and to perfection. Let us 
contemplate them and ask the Holy Spirit for the wisdom 
to know what goodness and holiness of life consists in. It 
consists in the loving fulfilment of our duty, for the glory 
of God. 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from 
us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 6:1-11; Psalm 81; 

Luke 17:11-19 

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he 
travelled through Samaria and Galilee. As he was entering 
a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance 
from him and raised their voice, saying, “Jesus, Master! 
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Have pity on us! ” And when he saw them, he said, “Go 
show yourselves to the priests. ” As they were going they 
were cleansed. And one of them, realizing he had been 
healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he 
fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a 
Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were 
they not? Where are the other nine? (Luke 17:11-19) 

The Leprosy of Sin Consider the beauty of our 
Gospel scene today. But consider too its forlorn beginning, 
as our Lord as he entered this village on the border 
between Samaria and Galilee! There were ten lepers 
banded together in their hopeless condition. It seems that 
leprosy has affected humanity for over 4,000 years. It was 
recognized in many ancient civilization, such as those of 
China, Egypt, India, and as is clear from the Scriptures, in 
Israel. Until the 1940s, there was no effective cure for 
leprosy, but even then, due to the evolution of antibiotic 
resistance by the 1960s, the world’s only known 
anti-leprosy drug became virtually useless. Since then, 
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great progress has been made and leprosy is now largely 
controllable and even curable through multi-drug therapy. 
But in ancient times it was a cause of terror and the worst 
depression. A person was doomed if he contracted the 
disease. Infected with this terrible plight which cut them 
off from all others, lepers banded together for mutual 
support and friendship. Such was the situation of our 
Gospel scene today. There they were, perhaps holding one 
another for mutual support and guidance, keeping their 
required distance from the populace. Suddenly the only 
One who could help them drew near, and they cried out to 
him asking for pity. It is surely an image of a far more 
deadly disease which affects us profoundly not only now 
but forever hereafter. That disease is sin, and there is only 
One who can liberate us from it — Jesus Christ. The 
events of our Gospel passage today constitute a parable 
about sin and its cleansing, about the merciful power of 
Christ, and his mission to bring redemption to afflicted 
man. His almighty power was manifested in his pity and 
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mercy, and all ten were cleansed as they made their way to 
show themselves to the priests as the Law of Moses 
required. But the climax of the passage comes in the 
reaction of the lepers themselves to their own cleansing. 
What indeed had happened to the other nine? Where were 
they? They had gone off rejoicing and had completely 
forgotten the Giver of the gift. It was a Samaritan, a 
heretic, one who did not practise the true and revealed 
religion (but only part thereof), who returned glorifying 
and praising God, and thanking Jesus (Luke 17:11-19). 
The spectacle of this Samaritan at the feet of Jesus 
thanking him, is beautiful indeed. Our question could 
immediately be, are we like this Samaritan, or are we like 
the other nine? 

Leprosy was acquired. It was not a condition into 
which a person was born. Once contracted, its power was 
virtually complete and it was just a matter of time before 
the entire human system collapsed, with the sufferer 
powerless before the terrible onslaught. It was an image of 
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what was a far more terrible disease into which every 
person was and is born. Our sinful condition, understood 
as separation from God and as a tendency to will this 
separation, is not contracted after birth — though it is 
indeed intensified by our personal sins. It is an inherited 
spiritual condition. Its origin lies in the distant past, in a 
terrible act of rebellion against God by the first human 
couple, our original ancestors. Its result was that “death” 
entered the human race. This “death” was not merely some 
kind of termination to this life but the disintegration, 
physical and spiritual, of the human being, together with all 
that leads to this. We ought, in the presence of Jesus, ask 
ourselves if we are aware of the predicament we are in by 
nature, because of our inherited sinful condition. This is 
quite apart from the even more terrible fact of personal sin. 
At least the lepers were well aware of the physical 
predicament they were in. Because we have been baptized 
into Christ, we are not completely under the power of sin, 
of course. But to the extent that we have not given 
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ourselves to his friendship, to that extent are we in the grip 
of the leprosy of sin. Sin is the one great ogre we must do 
away with. If we do not, it will do away with us. To the 
extent that we have not renounced sin, to that extent are we 
under its power. Pope Pius XII taught that the 
characteristic sin of our age is the loss of the sense of sin. 
The lepers understood their predicament, but do we? It is 
only Christ our Lord who can cleanse us. Now, just as he 
drew near and liberated the lepers from their terrible 
disease, so too within the Church his body, by means of the 
Sacraments and his word, he draws near to us to liberate us 
of our sinful situation. Grace is constantly available to us, 
and we ought seek and receive this grace with a lively 
faith. When received, our response ought be that of the 
Samaritan leper who returned glorifying God and thanking 
our Lord. That is to say, together with the sense of sin, 
there ought be in our life an abiding attitude of praise for 
all that God has done for us in the Person of his divine Son. 
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Every day our attitude to our Lord ought be like that 
of the grateful Samaritan leper, but especially at that 
highest moment for offering God thanks and praise which 
is the Mass, when we unite ourselves with our Lord in his 
prayer of self-offering to the Lather. The foundation of all 
religion is humility, and humility is the foundation of all 
authentic Christian holiness. How can we grow in 
humility? Start by being deeply grateful and full of 
enduring praise for the work of God in us. He has saved us 
from sin and has called and empowered us to be like his 
Son. 
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Thursday of the Thirty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from 
us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 7:22-8:1; Psalm 118; 

Luke 17:20-25 

Asked by the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God 
would come, Jesus said in reply, “The coming of the 
Kingdom of God cannot be observed, and no one will 
announce, ‘Look, here it is, ’ or, ‘There it is. ’ For behold, 



3405 


the Kingdom of God is among you. ” Then he said to his 
disciples, “The days will come when you will long to see 
one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 
There will be those who will say to you, ‘Look, there he is, ’ 
or ‘Look, here he is. ’ Do not go off, do not run in pursuit. 
For just as lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one 
side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. But 
first he must suffer greatly and be rejected by this 
generation. ” (Luke 17:20-25) 

The Kingdom It has been said that one of the 
enduring objections of Judaism to the claim that Jesus is 
the Messiah is the obvious fact that a divinely established 
universal peace has not come to the earth. Where is the 
Kingdom of God, if the Messiah has already come? There 
is no material evidence for it. The world is the same as it 
ever was, and there is no indication of any change coming. 
The “messiah” is yet to come, then. After all, what did 
Jesus of Nazareth actually achieve in respect to the 
establishment of God’s Kingdom on earth , the Kingdom 
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long prophesied and expected, the Kingdom described by 
Isaiah and the prophets? If this material and temporal 
utopia is what we are to look for from the Messiah, if this 
is the meaning of the prophecies, then we can understand 
this major difficulty of our Jewish elder brothers — if I 
have expressed their objection correctly. The Jew who is 
versed in his Scriptures will approach the Person of Jesus 
with certain expectations. Those expectations are 
nourished by his own reading of the JJebrew Scriptures 
(the Old Testament) and in the light of traditional Jewish 
commentary on these Scriptures. He reads the Scriptures 
in the light of a certain tradition. Now, the acceptance of 
Jesus and his teaching involves acceptance of his 
unambiguous claim that he, and he alone, is the Messiah 
and the fulfilment of the Scriptures. The historic Catholic 
Church comes announcing its teaching and with its 
Tradition as to the true meaning of these Scriptures. 
Indeed, that Catholic teaching and Tradition purports to 
make present nothing other than Christ’s own teaching as 
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to their true meaning. Our Lord himself was continually 
endeavouring to correct misapprehensions among the 
people and his own disciples as to the meaning of the Law, 
the Psalms and the Prophets about the Messiah and the 
Kingdom of God which he was establishing. The four 
Gospels lay out before us the teaching of our Lord on 
God’s Kingdom, its nature, and on being part of it. To 
accept fully his teaching about the Kingdom, of course, we 
must accept him and his teaching about himself, that he is 
the Christ (the Messiah) the Son of God. 

Our Gospel today (Luke 17:20-25) shows some of the 
religious leaders of the people asking our Lord when the 
Kingdom of God would come. They expected it to be 
observable like any other kingdom. It would be God’s own 
kingdom, and God would be king. What could possibly be 
better for the world than that God establish his own 
kingdom by means of his Anointed One, the Messiah? All 
in the world would then be well. Our Lord in his public 
ministry was not only teaching about the imminence and 
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arrival of this promised Kingdom, but he was giving a taste 
of it in his spectacular miracles of healing, casting out 
demons, feeding the multitudes, walking on the sea to 
bring security to those struggling in difficulty, calming 
storms, raising the dead, and teaching God’s word with 
unheard-of authority. But these indications were just signs, 
as St John in his Gospel expresses it. The Kingdom of God 
was something far deeper and more decisive for mankind 
and the universe. The Messiah had come to take away the 
sin of the world by his death and resurrection. 
Immediately after his resurrection he gave to his apostles 
the power to take away sins, and before he ascended into 
heaven he charged his disciples to go everywhere 
preaching the forgiveness of sins in his name. The 
Kingdom of God was not a kingdom of this world, as 
Christ told the representative of the Empire. Rather, it is 
within. As our Lord tells the Pharisees, “The coming of 
the Kingdom of God cannot be observed, and no one will 
announce, ‘Look, here it is,’ or, ‘There it is.’ For behold, 



3409 


the Kingdom of God is among (or within) you” (Luke 
17:20-25). In fact, the Kingdom of God is present and 
found embodied in the Person of Jesus, who claimed to be, 
and showed that he is, the Messiah. It is by being in him, 
and by his being in us, that we enter the Kingdom and 
abide in it. “He who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and manifest myself to him” (John 
14:21). What did this mean? “If a man loves me, he will 
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our home with him” (John 14:23). 
This is entry into the Kingdom, and basically it constitutes 
the Kingdom. 

The Kingdom of God is open to all, high and low. 
The Kingdom of God is within you if you choose to be in 
Christ. We are in Christ when we accept him and his 
teaching and are baptised into his Church. “No one can 
enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born again by water 
and the Holy Spirit”, our Lord told Nicodemus (John 3). 
Being in Jesus and thus receiving his grace through the gift 
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of the Holy Spirit empowers us to seek and grow in the 
holiness to which we are called. The Kingdom of God is 
holiness in Christ, a holiness to be brought to all men. This 
is the Kingdom of God, and its fulness comes in eternity 
when it will have no end. 
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Friday of the Thirty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from 
us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 13:1-9; Psalm 18; 

Luke 17:26-37 

“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be 
in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, 
drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the 
day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and 
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destroyed them all. “It was the same in the days of Lot. 
People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, 
planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and 
sulphur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 
“It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is 
revealed. On that day no one who is on the housetop, with 
possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, 
no one in the field should go back for anything. Remember 
Lot ’.v wife! Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and 
whoever loses their life will preserve it. I tell you, on that 
night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and 
the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; 
one will be taken and the other left. ” “Where, Lord? ” they 
asked. He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the 
vultures will gather. ” (Luke 17:26-37) 

In the Truth Our Gospel today speaks ultimately 
of God’s judgment. One of the themes of St John’s 
inspired writings is his emphasis on the “truth”. In the 
Prologue of his Gospel he tells us that the Word was made 
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flesh and dwelt among us. “We saw his glory, ... full of 
grace and truth ... through Jesus Christ grace came to us, 
and truth” Christ brought the truth. Indeed, he is the truth. 
He told his disciples that “I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life”. Before Pontius Pilate, Christ stated that he had been 
born into the world to bear witness to the truth. The one 
who belongs to the truth listens to his voice. In his Second 
Letter, St John tells the one to whom he is writing that “I 
rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in 
the truth just as we were commanded by the Father” (verse 
4). What does this walking in the truth involve? In his 
Letter St John lays down two fundamental aspects of this 
“walking in the truth.” The first is love: this is not “a new 
commandment but the one we have had from the 
beginning: let us love one another.” How great a 
proportion of Christian history has seen a violation of this 
fundamental commandment! In his account of the Last 
Supper, St John records our Lord’s words: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
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even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” 
Indeed, our Lord emphasises, “By this will all men know 
that you are my disciples, that you love one another as I 
have loved you” (John 13:34-35). In his Apologeticus, 
no.39, the great early Church writer Tertullian writes of 
what the pagans said of the Christians, “See, they say, how 
they love one another, for themselves are animated by 
mutual hatred; how they are ready even to die for one 
another, for they themselves will sooner put to death. And 
they are wroth with us, too, because we call each other 
brethren”. Despite this, even from Apostolic times — for 
we read of it in the Letters of St Paul — strife appeared in 
the Christian community. This strife was a notorious 
feature of the life of the Church in the fourth century after 
the peace of Constantine, and time and again it has 
recurred in the Church’s history. 

God’s judgment will pivot on our “walking in the 
truth.” The second aspect of “walking in the truth” is to 
“remain in the teaching of Christ” (2 John 9). It is to 
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adhere to the whole truth about Jesus, as proclaimed by the 
Church. In the Letter just mentioned, St John writes of 
how “many deceivers have gone out into the world, those 
who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the 
flesh; such is the deceitful one and the antichrist” (verse 7). 
In later times (in the early Church) “many deceivers” 
would not “acknowledge Jesus Christ as” being anything 
but flesh. That is to say, they would not acknowledge his 
divinity. This was the cardinal heresy of the priest Arius. 
In even later times again many would not acknowledge 
others of Christ’s teachings as propounded by the Church, 
and thus have great numbers of Christ’s disciples failed to 
remain at one with his body. For a vast proportion of the 
history of the Church, the spectacle of Christianity is far 
from what Christ intended, “that they all be one”. Great 
seas of Christian people are separated one from the other, 
ocean from ocean. The Church of the Apostles with Peter 
at its head is the largest of the Christian Churches, but how 
many are separated from her — from her who has Christ 
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for her founder and head! This fact illustrates the 
importance of both adherence to the truth and adherence to 
Christ’s law of love. If we are not intent on loving one 
another as Christ has loved us, what we think to be the 
“truth” could lead us to separate from the body. Mention 
was made of Tertullian, the brilliant one-time champion of 
revealed truth. He ended his days outside the Church and 
in the Montanist schism as its most famous adherent. 
Montanism was a new prophecy movement that called for 
a reliance on the spontaneity of the Holy Spirit and a more 
strict personal ethic, together with other religious tenets. 
Tertullian ended his life outside the Church. The task of 
Christian reunion is great beyond imagining, and it is 
something which only the Spirit of God can achieve. But 
what each of us can do is at least walk in the Truth as 
taught by his Church, live Christ’s commandment to love 
one another, and in this spirit of love to profess this truth to 
others. 
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All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 17:26- 
37), which points to the judgment of God: “in the days of 
the Son of Man.” Let each of Christ’s faithful go about his 
or her daily life fully resolved “to walk in the truth just as 
we were commanded by the Father.” This means loving 
one another and remaining in the teaching of Christ. 
“Abide in my love” our Lord commanded his disciples. 
This is the challenge facing every one of us and if we rise 
to it, will take us to holiness and to the bearing of much 
fruit, fruit that will last. 
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Saturday of the Thirty-second Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from 
us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Psalm 
104; Luke 18:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the necessity 
for them to pray always without becoming weary. He said, 
“There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared 
God nor respected any human being. And a widow in that 
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town used to come to him and say, ‘Render a just decision 
for me against my adversary. ’ For a long time the judge 
was unwilling, but eventually he thought, ‘While it is true 
that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, 
because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a 
just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me. 
The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the dishonest judge 
says. Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen 
ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to 
answer them? I tell you, he will see to it that justice is 
done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:1-8) 

Prayer Not long back I read of how a young man 
was going for a job interview and he knew there would be 
plenty of competition. Large numbers were interested in 
the position, and, understandably, he was feeling 
discouraged. His mother said to him that while lots would 
be applying, she expected that few would be praying for 
God’s help and favour. Her son had a very good reason for 
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applying for the job — it was important to his future 
career, and it was in line with his qualifications. His 
gaining this job appeared to be what would please God, so 
she told him that she was going to pray earnestly for his 
success, and she asked him to pray too. His interview went 
ahead as did the others. The upshot was that he was 
offered the job. The answer to the prayer did not involve 
the suspension of natural laws — what many mean by a 
“miracle” — but, rather, the Creator touching just a little 
here, just a little there. I know of another mother who 
wanted to help one of her grown-up sons. At the time, a 
monster bazaar for a Catholic missionary charity was being 
held in her suburb, and a car was being raffled. She bought 
a ticket for the car and began praying that she would win 
the car and give it to her son. She prayed perseveringly, 
and had a strange confidence that God would give her the 
car. She won the car and donated it to her son. Of course, 
one cannot regard such examples of God answering prayer 
as the paradigm for all prayers of petition. Only God 
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knows the true answer to our prayers, the answer that 
meets the need we are presenting to him. Only he knows 
that at times what we are choosing to ask for is not in our 
long-term interest at all. He also knows best by what 
process to provide that answer. There was a well-known 
Spanish duke in the sixteenth century whose beloved wife 
lay dying. The duke prayed to God for her recovery, and 
the message from on high came to him that if he persisted 
in his prayer it would be granted, but it would not be the 
best of courses of action. The duke left it to God. His wife 
died, he subsequently became a Jesuit priest, the Superior 
General of his Order, and a canonized saint. He is Saint 
Francis Borgia, great in the Counter-Reformation. We can 
be greatly surprised when we look back on either God’s 
answer to our prayers, or on God’s free initiative in 
answering our needs even when we failed to ask for them. 

Again, a person may be faced with persistent and 
malicious opposition in his workplace. He prays to God 
for some resolution of the problem, and lo! After some 
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time, he discovers the problem to have melted away. He 
has the feeling — as we might call it — that it has been 
God’s work. In our Gospel today (Luke 18:1-8) our Lord 
tells his disciples a parable about the necessity for them to 
pray always, without becoming weary. It is clear from the 
parable that our Lord is speaking especially of the prayer of 
petition. Saint Alphonsus Liguori taught that an immense 
amount depends on the prayer of petition, and that the 
reason why so many people do not receive the blessings 
they could, is because they simply do not ask for them. His 
point is that God wants us to ask for a lot, especially for 
those blessings he has revealed he wants us to have. Does 
God want us to fill our days asking for material benefits we 
do not need, when we leave entirely out of our concerns the 
great benefits he wants us to have? Those benefits are the 
blessings of redemption and sanctification. “This is the 
will of God,” St Paul tells us in one of his Letters, “your 
sanctification”. There is nothing more important than this, 
that we acquire holiness of life while we still have breath. 
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God does indeed want us to have our “daily bread”, the 
bread of the material things we need — such as a job, 
perhaps a car to fulfill our responsibilities, success in 
exams, a good salary to support the family, physical health, 
and so forth. But he also wants us to be persevering in our 
quest for sanctity, in our conquest of personal faults, in our 
putting on the mind of Christ, in our growth in faith, hope 
and charity. These are the necessary goals that God wants 
for us and which require great gifts of grace as well as 
personal effort. For these blessings we need to pray 
constantly and never lose heart. God does not want us to 
wallow in the good material and temporal things he has 
given us, perhaps in answer to our prayers or the prayers of 
others on our behalf. He wants us to be seeking much 
greater blessings than these. As we look back on life, I am 
sure one of the things we already regret, and which we will 
regret at the end of life, is that we have failed to be 
persevering in our request to God for the gifts of grace 
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necessary for holiness. When it comes to prayer for what 
we need, we give up on God too much. 

Let us resolve to be persevering in prayer. There is so 
much to pray for! Let us pray perseveringly for the souls 
in Purgatory. How many there are in Purgatory, who await 
our prayers and Masses, who have no one to pray for them. 
Let us pray for all those who are in material need, and how 
many in the world are in this situation, a situation far more 
dire than our own. Let us pray for the coming of the 
Kingdom, for the advance of the mission of the Church 
which is to make the Heart of Christ known and loved 
more and more. Let us not give up on the prayer of 
petition. So much depends on it. 
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Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Thirty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 
11; Hebrews 10:11-14, 18; Mark 13:24-32 

Jesus said to his disciples: “In those days after that 
tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 



3426 


give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky, and 
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. “And then they 
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds ’ with great 
power and glory, and then he will send out the angels and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the end of the 
earth to the end of the sky. “Learn a lesson from the fig 
tree. When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, 
you know that summer is near. In the same way, when you 
see these things happening, know that he is near, at the 
gates. Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
“But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. ” (Mark 13:24- 
32) 


The Judgment I remember that after the election 
of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger to succeed John Paul II as 
Pope, Cardinal George of Chicago said that Ratzinger, 
whom Cardinal Pell of Sydney said was probably the 
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Church’s greatest living theologian, knew the history of the 
world. Cardinal George was using the term “history” in a 
comprehensive sense. Years ago there was much 
discussion and controversy in New South Wales about the 
importance of history in education. It was claimed that too 
few of the young ever gained a sense of Australian history 
and of the history of the world. A connected aspect of this 
discussion was the very nature of historical study. What is 
it that we are seeking to achieve in the study of history and 
in the teaching of history? I wonder how many 
professional students of history emerge with anything 
resembling what we might call a philosophy of history — a 
view of the basic elements that drive human history and of 
where human history is heading. There have been many 
philosophies of human history and a fair proportion of 
them have been absolutely disastrous — such as that of 
Karl Marx, or Hegel. Whatever of that observation, as a 
matter of fact, a knowledge of the overarching framework 
within which human history is played out is accessible to 
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the simplest Christian believer. This is because it is not 
something which the Christian presumes to work out by 
himself alone. It is derived directly from his acceptance of 
the Person of Christ and his teaching. The fundamental 
issue in the history of mankind and in the life of every 
human person is the choice of what is good and the 
rejection of what is wrong. On the basis of this 
straightforward moral and religious issue — the issue of 
the choice of good or bad — human history with its 
convolutions, its rises and its falls, its successes and its 
failures, is heading towards a definite climax. That climax 
is the final coming of Jesus to judge the living and the 
dead. Christ is the Lord of history, and his Lordship will 
then be manifest. The issue in human history is the free 
acceptance or rejection of Christ as the Lord of lords and 
King of kings, played out in daily moral and religious 
choices. 

It is of his final coming at the end of the world that 
our Lord speaks in today’s Gospel passage (Mark 13:24- 
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32). Christ will come at the end of everything in order to 
give his judgment on all the free religious and moral 
choices that have ever been made in human history. It will 
be a divine judgment, and will be definitive, and all over 
quickly and without further appeal. We are almost at the 
end of the Church’s Liturgical Year. We profess every 
Sunday in the Nicene Creed that at the end of the world 
Christ will come to judge the living and the dead, and then 
of his kingdom there will be no end. No human being will 
escape this event, and the course of each of us will be 
profoundly and definitively affected by it. The human 
being is one who is capable of free choice, and his eternity 
will be defined by the moral quality of those choices. Our 
eternal destiny will be decided and confirmed at the end. 
We shall be either saved or lost, and forever. Let us not 
dismiss this as being in the mythical future. One of the 
very striking experiences of life is how one’s sense of time 
changes as time passes. Time is a fascinating feature of 
our mortal reality, and one of its stunning qualities is its 
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rapidity. Time passes, and it passes quickly, very quickly. 
Indeed, so quickly does it pass that it can produce a kind of 
cynicism in a person as to the value of the good things of 
life such as friendships, holidays and other blessings. 
These good things will soon pass away. Life will pass 
quickly, and at the end of our life we shall probably look 
back with a species of wonderment at the speed with which 
childhood, youth, adulthood, middle age and its sequel 
have all passed away. All that is now left is a little time 
before we are gone. So it is with all of human history. 
Time on the grand scale will also pass rapidly. Consider 
this. There are many elderly persons in the world who 
have reached their century in age. If we imagine the lives 
of twenty such persons, one being born when the other 
dies, this succession of a mere twenty persons places us 
back in the time of our Lord two millennia ago. The 
history of the world passes quickly and each of us will see 
its end when Christ will come again. The issue is, how 
shall we have lived in relation to the choice for Christ, 
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Christ who is the Lord? What will be the upshot for us of 
this final judgment? 

As we ponder our Lord’s words in which he predicts 
that he will come in the clouds amid power and glory 
(Mark 13:24-32), let us understand that each day of our life 
is the opportunity we have to make a difference to our 
eternity, and to the eternity of others. If we live with him 
we shall reign with him, and that his kingdom will have no 
end is the one certain thing about the history of the world. 
The world will end with the coming of the kingdom of God 
in Christ. Let us so live that we will be found worthy of a 
place in that eternal kingdom. 
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Monday of the Thirty-third Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Maccabees 1:10-15.41-43.54-57.62-64; 
Psalm 118; Luke 18:35-43 

As Jesus approached Jericho a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging, and hearing a crowd going by, he 
inquired what was happening. They told him, “Jesus of 
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Nazareth is passing by. ” He shouted, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have pity on me! ” The people walking in front 
rebuked him, telling him to be silent, but he kept calling out 
all the more, “Son of David, have pity on me! ’’ Then Jesus 
stopped and ordered that he be brought to him; and when 
he came near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to 
do for you? ” He replied, “Lord, please let me see. ” Jesus 
told him, “Have sight; your faith has saved you. ” He 
immediately received his sight and followed him, giving 
glory to God. When they saw this, all the people gave 
praise to God. (Luke 18:35-43) 

Bar Timaeus Our Gospel scene today tells us how 
one man’s life was completely changed. He was in the 
most miserable situation one would ordinarily imagine. He 
was blind, isolated, helpless, sitting by the roadside simply 
begging. There were no formal unemployment or sick 
benefits, and one would suspect he was without close 
family to look after him. Where would he have been 
living, and how long had he been in this position? We are 
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thinking of the blind man sitting by the roadside near 
Jericho. How many would have extended to him real pity 
and help? When he raised his voice to gain the attention of 
Jesus of Nazareth, he was told by the crowd to keep quiet. 
If we imagine some of these aspects of his situation we can 
appreciate the desperation that would have filled his life. 
He asked some in the crowd that was surging past him 
what was happening, and he was told that Jesus of 
Nazareth was passing by. Jesus of Nazareth! He had heard 
of this wonderful man! One may imagine how news of 
Jesus had reached him. Perhaps some previously blind 
man had told him how he had been cured, or some relative 
of a previously blind man, or perhaps just general news of 
Jesus had got to him. On this day, our Lord had not seen 
him, nor was our Lord told about him by those around him. 
But the blind man was not going to let this golden 
opportunity pass him by. He vociferously made his 
presence felt — indeed he made a great nuisance of 
himself, so much so that, as already mentioned, he was told 
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to be silent. But he kept calling out to Jesus to do 
something for him because he knew this was his one 
chance for liberation from his terrible predicament. Jesus 
heard his pleas, stopped and asked that he be brought to 
him. We read the wonderful sequel: he was cured at a 
word from our Lord and, far more importantly for the blind 
man himself and perhaps for others subsequently, he 
followed along after Jesus praising and glorifying God. 
Our text suggests that he became a disciple of our Lord — 
and he may have made other disciples of our Lord in his 
turn. His life was changed in that he received his precious 
sight, and he went on, we presume, to live a life of faith in 
Jesus. 

It all began by his appealing insistently to Jesus as he 
was passing by (Luke 18:35-43). He did not let our Lord 
simply pass on. How many in the crowd had the faith 
which our Lord was constantly looking for? We are not 
told, but this blind beggar had it. He was acutely conscious 
of his pitiable situation of blindness, and very importantly, 
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he had faith in our Lord’s goodness and power. If only he 
could reach Jesus and make himself heard, all would be 
well! He is an example for every man. This Gospel scene 
is a pointer for humanity down the ages, ever since its 
occurrence. Yet, despite the enormous evil in the world, it 
is surprising how many people do not feel the need for 
God , or if they do feel the need, they do not have much 
faith in him. So the first thing we ought learn from the 
blind man is our very need for God. Inasmuch as the 
miracles of our Lord are signs of his power to heal and 
raise up from the disease and death of sin, the fundamental 
thing we ought strive to learn from our blind man today is a 
true sense of sin. We need to grasp that we are spiritually 
blind and therefore spiritually helpless. This spiritual 
blindness issues from the Original Sin of the world into 
which we are born, and our own personal sins. We need 
the Light of the world, which is Jesus Christ, to dispel the 
darkness of our souls. We need Christ to give us light and 
wisdom as to our true predicament, and having this light 
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we need the grace and the faith to turn with persistent faith 
to Christ, as did the blind man. All too commonly we lack 
a true knowledge of ourselves and our sinful condition. 
But we also lack the faith to appeal to Christ who every 
day is present. We must contemplate who Jesus Christ is, 
who God really is and what he is like. We must ask God to 
enlighten us as to his true nature. He is a God of mercy 
and compassion, and this mercy is what is expressed in his 
almighty power. The power of God, shown in our Gospel 
passage today, reveals his mercy. On this basis, the basis 
of the love of God for us, we have the faith to turn to him 
in our need. If we do not make that act of faith and act on 
it as did Bartimaeus, he will, as it were, pass us by for he 
will not impose himself on us. 

Let us learn to make our own the prayer of the blind 
man: Jesus, son of David (which is to say, Messiah, 
Christ), have pity on me! The great spiritual writer in the 
early Church, Cassian, recommended the following prayer: 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner! Let 
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us say it over and over in one form or another, appealing to 
God who is rich in mercy. As St Thomas Aquinas wrote, 
God manifests his almighty power in his mercy. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-third Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Maccabees 6:18-31; Psalm 3:2-7; 
Luke 19:1-10 

At that time Jesus entered Jericho and was passing 
through. Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a 
chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to 
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see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the 
crowd, for he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was 
about to pass that way. When he reached the place, Jesus 
looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for 
today I must stay at your house. ” And he came down 
quickly and received him with joy. When they saw this, 
they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the 
house of a sinner. ” But Zacchaeus stood there and said to 
the Lord, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall 
give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from 
anyone I shall repay it four times over. ” And Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvation has come to this house because this 
man too is a descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save what was lost. ” (Luke 19:1- 
10 ) 


He is Passing By The blind man Bar Timaeus had 
been sitting at the roadside near Jericho as Jesus drew near 
the town. When he was told that Jesus of Nazareth was 
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passing by, he insisted on meeting Jesus, and would not be 
silenced by those around him in his clamouring for our 
Lord (Luke 18:35-43). The result was that Jesus stopped 
and called him to him. He was cured, and his first sight 
was of the face of Jesus Christ. Significantly, he then 
followed Jesus along the road, giving glory to God. In our 
Gospel passage today we have another example of one who 
took steps to see Jesus as he was passing by. Jesus has 
now entered Jericho and was passing through. The blind 
man Bar Timaeus had been disregarded by people, perhaps 
helped in his begging, but he was certainly among the 
unacknowledged and the outcast, because of his blindness. 
Our seeker for Jesus today was of a very different class 
from Bar Timaeus. He was “a chief tax collector and a 
wealthy man,” and being a chief tax collector was — and 
was regarded as — a “sinner”. Nevertheless, he “was 
seeking to see who Jesus was” (Luke 19:1-10). We 
remember how the Gospel tells us that Herod too sought to 
see Jesus, but his attitude was utterly different. When at 
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length Herod did see Jesus (during our Lord’s Passion) our 
Lord would not speak to him. Our Lord may not even have 
deigned to look at him. On a previous occasion he had 
called him “that fox.” This was not the case with 
Zacchaeus, who wanted to see Jesus, “but he could not see 
him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So 
he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see 
Jesus, who was about to pass that way.” Jesus was passing 
by and Zacchaeus was not going to let the opportunity 
pass. That his attitude must have been admirable (though 
he was “a sinner”) is clear from the very fact that our Lord 
stopped when he reached the tree where Zacchaeus was. 
He looked up at him, gazing into his eyes, and, addressing 
Zacchaeus by his name, cheerily invited himself to 
Zacchaeus’ home for a meal. Imagine the smile on our 
Lord’s face! He knew he was in the presence of “a sinner” 
who obscurely longed to repent. He was not disappointed. 
Zacchaeus instantly changed the direction of his life, 
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repented, and we may presume he became a disciple. Our 
Lord said of him that he was a true son of Abraham. 

Imagine the impact of the sight of the face of Jesus on 
Bar Timaeus, with his sight suddenly granted him! Well, 
imagine too the impact on Zacchaeus of the sight of 
Christ’s face gazing up at him, and to have met the holy 
and loving eyes of Jesus Christ! The knowledge of and 
friendship with Jesus was the greatest thing that ever 
happened to Zacchaeus. This friendship was given to him 
gratuitously and it was the fulfilment of his heart’s desires. 
It led to a radical change of direction in his life. What 
happened to Zacchaeus in subsequent years we do not 
know, but his name is given and this fact may lead us to 
presume that he went on to be a true member of the 
Christian community. That Jesus came into his life was a 
great act of mercy by God, and it all began by Zacchaeus 
deciding to run ahead, climb up the tree and be there as 
Jesus approached. This decision of his was doubtlessly a 
grace, hidden but real, to which he responded. JJe was 
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eager to see Jesus. This eagerness, too, would have been a 
grace. Undoubtedly he thought himself too unworthy to 
hope for an introduction. He was indeed unworthy — as 
we all are. St John the Baptist said to his hearers that he 
was not worthy to kneel down and undo our Lord’s sandal- 
straps. But at least, thought Zacchaeus, I can go ahead and 
be able to see this great and holy man, this Jesus. Just as 
Jesus, hearing the cries of Bar Timaeus, stopped and then 
ordered that the blind man be brought to him, so too now 
our Lord stopped. He looked at Zacchaeus with a genial 
friendliness and told Zacchaeus that he was going to follow 
him, there and then, to his home for something to eat. How 
kind is God! Unspeakable joy flooded the repentant and 
longing soul of Zacchaeus. How understanding and 
merciful is God! It is this divine love and mercy which our 
Lord embodied and revealed. He is the God of all mercy 
and compassion, and here we have God the Son in action 
saving those who were lost. But it began by Zacchaeus 
wanting to see Jesus, and (without quite realizing it) 
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wanting to repent and be reconciled to God. He was sick 
of himself and his sins. He wanted to be a friend of God. 
He placed himself in Jesus’ way, and the grace of God 
brought him into the friendship of Jesus. Let us learn from 
Zacchaeus that whatever be our past and our lack of 
response, we can always start again. We do it by going to 
Jesus, trusting in his love. 

St Paul tells us in one of his Letters that “this is the 
will of God, your sanctification.” Sanctity comes through 
knowing, loving and serving Christ. At the Last Supper 
our Lord said that “eternal life is this, to know you Father, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Sanctity and 
eternal life began in the case of Zacchaeus with his meeting 
with Jesus. St Paul wrote, for me Christ is life. Let us be 
like Zacchaeus and seek out Jesus. He is passing by. Let 
us accept Christ as our life. 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-third Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31; Psalm 

17:lbcd, 5-6, 8b and 15; Luke 9:11-28 

While people were listening to Jesus speak, he 
proceeded to tell a parable because he was near Jerusalem 
and they thought that the Kingdom of God would appear 
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there immediately. So he said, “A nobleman went off to a 
distant country to obtain the kingship for himself and then 
to return. He called ten of his servants and gave them ten 
gold coins and told them, ‘Engage in trade with these until 
I return. ’ His fellow citizens, however, despised him and 
sent a delegation after him to announce, ‘We do not want 
this man to be our king. ’ But when he returned after 
obtaining the kingship, he had the servants called, to whom 
he had given the money, to learn what they had gained by 
trading. The first came forward and said, ‘Sir, your gold 
coin has earned ten additional ones. ’ He replied, ‘Well 
done, good servant! You have been faithful in this very 
small matter; take charge of ten cities. ’ Then the second 
came and reported, ‘Your gold coin, sir, has earned five 
more. ’ And to this servant too he said, ‘You, take charge 
of five cities. ’ Then the other servant came and said, ‘Sir, 
here is your gold coin; I kept it stored away in a 
handkerchief, for I was afraid of you, because you are a 
demanding man; you take up what you did not lay down 
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and you harvest what you did not plant. ’ He said to him, 
‘With your own words I shall condemn you, you wicked 
servant. You knew I was a demanding man, taking up what 
I did not lay down and harvesting what I did not plant; why 
did you not put my money in a bank? Then on my return I 
would have collected it with interest. ’ And to those 
standing by he said, ‘Take the gold coin from him and give 
it to the servant who has ten. ’ But they said to him, ‘Sir, he 
has ten gold coins. ’ He replied, 7 tell you, to everyone 
who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. Now as for those 
enemies of mine who did not want me as their king, bring 
them here and slay them before me. After he had said 
this, he proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem. (Luke 
19:11-28) 

The Least Many people — perhaps a great number 
— pass through life without ever thinking deeply as to the 
objective purpose of life. Their assumption is that the 
purpose of life is simply that which one chooses to be its 
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purpose. The basic fact of life is not so much my duty as 
that I am free. I create myself and my life as I wish. The 
attitude here is similar to the post-modernist attitude to 
truth. There is no objective truth (specifically, about 
religion or morality). There is simply the “truth” which 
one chooses or which one finds suitable and useful — or at 
least the “truth” which one’s society chooses and imposes 
as suitable. That is to say, “truth” is what “works”. It is 
what is useful, convenient, attractive or productive of 
happiness and higher forms of pleasure. So too, the 
purpose of life is the purpose that “works” and that brings 
contentment and fulfilment. It is an underlying philosophy 
akin to utilitarianism and involving the rejection of 
objective moral absolutes. Life is simply about what one 
chooses, and there is no ultimate and absolute meaning to 
life which is applicable and valid for everyone. Now the 
very least to be said of this view is that it risks immense 
consequences. It is, to say the least, very risky. If there is 
a God who judges us, and if he has sent his Son with a 
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revelation — if all this is the reality, then we shall not 
escape the ultimate consequences of our actions. Will it 
not be far safer to live in the light of what may be the 
reality? There was Pascal’s famous Wager — that there is 
infinitely more to be gained by placing one’s bets on God 
and his revelation being true than by not doing so. This is 
because it just might be true. If one acts in opposition to 
the reality of things, whatever one might think, one will 
suffer for it. One might think that the road is clear, but if 
one walks across the road in the line of an oncoming car 
then the results will be terrible. It is most important that 
our actions be in line with the ultimate meaning of things, 
as it is made known through divine revelation. If a person 
has not embraced divine revelation but knows of it, then he 
ought investigate with great moral seriousness this 
revelation and what it means for life. It just might be true. 
In our Gospel today our Lord gives us in simple terms the 
ultimate meaning of life and, indeed, of human history. It 
is all about the coming of God’s Rule and our preparation 
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for, reception of, and service of it. We must take the 
matter seriously. 

We are told in our Gospel passage today that “while 
people were listening to Jesus speak, he proceeded to tell a 
parable because he was near Jerusalem and they thought 
that the Kingdom of God would appear there immediately” 
(Luke 19:11-28). We are reminded in reading this, that our 
Lord in his preaching had made it clear that the great 
purpose of his own life and ministry, the purpose of human 
history and of the life of every man and woman, is the 
coming of the Kingdom of God. It is this which was long 
foretold, and it is this which our Lord announced and 
which, by his Passion, Death, Resurrection and Ascension, 
he established here on earth. The Rule of God is present in 
the Person of Jesus, and we enter this Kingdom by entering 
into union with him. Its fulness is what we await and work 
for, and its definitive arrival will occur when Christ comes 
again. But in practical terms what does this mean for the 
life of each individual? Our parable today tells us that it 
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means working for the master who is coming. “A 
nobleman went off to a distant country to obtain the 
kingship for himself and then to return. He called ten of 
his servants and gave them ten gold coins and told them, 
‘Engage in trade with these until I return.’” There we have 
it in a nutshell. Our Lord wants us to use all that he has 
given us to serve his interests until his final return. That 
“return,” that coming of the Lord, occurs at our death and 
at the end of time. That is what life is about. It is all about 
working for the Lord till he comes. The parable describes 
the return of the king and his judgment on each of his 
servants. Its upshot depended on how well each used the 
wealth he had been entrusted with. The special note of the 
parable is given in the judgment pronounced on the person 
who had been entrusted with least. He was the most 
ordinary of the master’s servants, the one who expected to 
slip in without much being expected of him. But he too 
had been employed by the master, and so he too had an 
account to render. It is possible to overlook the seriousness 
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of the judgment of God on each and every person, 
including the least. The twenty-fifth chapter of St 
Matthew’s Gospel reminds us of our Lord’s love for and 
consideration of the least of his brothers. But that love will 
not replace God’s judgment on all, including the least. 
That means me, each of us ought say on reading our 
Gospel passage today. 

To the one to whom much has been given much will 
be expected, but to all something has been given — and so 
to all there will be a proportionate expectation. Most of us 
are “little” persons, in the eyes of the world, “nobodies” 
perhaps, but God will judge us all, and his judgment will 
be directed at how we have used what we have been given 
to work in the service of his eternal and redemptive 
interests. No matter how limited our talents, let us then set 
to work for Christ, knowing that life is short and eternity 
long. “I tell you, to everyone who has, more will be given, 
but from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away” (Luke 19:11-28). 
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Thursday of the Thirty-third Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Macabees 2:15-29; Psalm 49; 

Luke 19:41-44 

As Jesus drew near Jerusalem, he saw the city and 
wept over it, saying, “If this day you only knew what makes 
for peace — but now it is hidden from your eyes. For the 
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days are coming upon you when your enemies will raise a 
palisade against you; they will encircle you and hem you in 
on all sides. They will smash you to the ground and your 
children within you, and they will not leave one stone upon 
another within you because you did not recognize the time 
of your visitation. ” (Luke 19:41-44) 

Seize the Chance Opportunities of enormous 
significance occur during passing moments. Early in the 
Gospel of St John we read that John the Baptist was with 
two of his disciples, and Jesus was passing by. John 
pointed him out to his disciples and said, “There is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” At 
this, those two disciples followed Jesus. They heard John’s 
word and made what we might call a split-second and 
immediate decision to follow Jesus. They chose to follow 
him when there seemed the chance of it. Our Lord 
stopped, looked around, and asked them what they wanted. 
They answered by addressing him as Rabbi, thus 
acknowledging him as their teacher and themselves as his 
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disciples. Then they asked him where he stayed — in 
effect asking if they could follow him and be with him. 
Thereupon our Lord invited them to come and see. That 
changed their entire lives. The Apostolic College, the 
Twelve foundation stones of the Church, began to be 
formed and laid. What would have happened if the two 
had heard John the Baptist’s words, and simply looked 
without following Jesus? It was a moment of opportunity 
that came and they seized it before it passed. One wonders 
whether John the Baptist said to others of his disciples that 
“There is the Lamb of God!” — or words to that effect. 
But did any others among his disciples act on that? We do 
not know. There were persons who, on other occasions, 
failed to take the opportunity presented to them. For 
instance, we remember how promising was the case of the 
rich young man who came eagerly to our Lord asking what 
more he needed to do to win eternal life. He was an 
excellent young man who had kept God’s commandments 
since his boyhood. Our Lord looked on him, we read, and 
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loved him. The young man’s reward? Our Lord offered 
him a priceless opportunity, that he leave all and give his 
many possessions to the poor and then that he come and 
follow him. Who knows what he may have become as a 
disciple of our Lord, and the role he may have played in 
the early Church and in Christ’s mission! But he went 
away sad, for he had much wealth. It was a tragedy. A 
truly golden opportunity was extended to him, and refused. 
Many other examples could be given of Christ passing by, 
as it were, and with it of opportunities seized or 
opportunities lost. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord weeps over the 
holy city which he so much loved. Its inhabitants were 
blind. A great visitation from God was going on before 
their very eyes in the Person of Jesus their Saviour, and yet 
they were blind. “You did not recognize the time of your 
visitation” (Luke 19:41-44). The ultimate consequences 
would be catastrophic: “For the days are coming upon you 
when your enemies will raise a palisade against you; they 
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will encircle you and hem you in on all sides. They will 
smash you to the ground and your children within you, and 
they will not leave one stone upon another within you”. 
Let us pass from the children of Israel, and in particular 
from the city of Jerusalem which was so completely sacked 
by the Romans some forty years later. Let us consider the 
pattern of opportunities used or lost in the life of each 
individual. Graces come constantly. They are calls from 
God, his summonses, his invitations to friendship and 
service of him. There are countless times when, in effect, 
it is whispered in the heart and soul of each of us, “There is 
the Lamb of God!” There are countless times when Christ 
is passing by. The greatest invitation in life, as we see in 
the Gospels, is to personal friendship with Jesus, for as St 
Paul tells us, in Christ we receive every heavenly blessing. 
Before the foundation of the world God chose us in Christ 
to be holy and full of love in his sight, he writes. That is 
the first and most important invitation we receive in life — 
and if that invitation is not taken up, our loss, indeed our 
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blindness, is tragic. Let us then dispose ourselves to hear 
the calls of God and to respond generously. This we do by 
observing faithfully a spiritual rule of life involving daily 
prayer, generous participation in the Sacraments, spiritual 
reading especially of the Sacred Scriptures, and serving 
God in our daily work. We must not neglect these things, 
because if we do, we shall fail to hear the words as Christ 
passes by, “There is the Lamb of God!” Or, we may hear 
them, but we may lack the spiritual desire to act upon 
them, and act we must at that instant. Otherwise, Christ 
will pass us by with all the heavenly blessings which are 
present in him and which are given to us in his friendship. 
Let us resolve to keep to a firm pattern of spiritual living so 
as to remain ready to seize the opportunities that come with 
Christ’s visits to us in his grace. 

Let us not live in such a way that Jesus will weep over 
us as he did over the city of Jerusalem. Let us not, as St 
Paul puts it in one of his Letters, make the JJoly Spirit sad. 
Christ loved me and gave himself up for me, St Paul 
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writes. Each of us can say the same. The city of Jerusalem 
could have said the same, but it did not recognize the time 
of its visitation. If we are faithful to the light more light 
will be granted us, and that light will take us on to holiness 
of life in Christ. 
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Friday of the Thirty-third Week 
of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today: 1 Maccabees 4:36-37.52-59; Psalm: 
1 Chron. 29; Luke 19:45-48 

Jesus entered the temple area and proceeded to drive 
out those who were selling things, saying to them, “It is 
written, My house shall be a house of prayer, but you have 
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made it a den of thieves. ” And every day he was teaching 
in the temple area. The chief priests, the scribes, and the 
leaders of the people, meanwhile, were seeking to put him 
to death, but they could find no way to accomplish their 
purpose because all the people were hanging on his words. 
(Luke 19:45-48) 

The Divine Presence Consider the profound 

reverence displayed by Jesus our Lord for the Temple in 
our Gospel today (Luke 19:45-48). The Temple was his 
Father’s house, the abode of the Most High whose eternal 
and divine Son he was. This event of his cleansing of the 
Temple is a further manifestation of how his heavenly 
Father was the object of his heart’s whole love. In this, our 
Lord summed up and embodied the entire Law and the 
Prophets. We read of the enormous undertaking which the 
building of the Temple was during the reign of King 
Solomon, and how this work had been denied to David and 
entrusted to his son. The Temple was the centre thereafter 
of the life of the chosen people. Indeed, the Temple of 
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Jerusalem, though but a remnant of it remains, fills the 
religious imagination of the observant Jew to this day. Its 
rebuilding, its restoration, remains his ardent hope. At the 
return of the exiles from Babylon some centuries after 
Solomon, the rebuilding of the Temple was commanded by 
God and held up by the prophets as of central importance 
for the life of the restored population. God dwelt among 
his people and was to be located especially in his Temple. 
The Temple of Jerusalem was the abode on earth of the 
living God — and the fact that in the Gospel of St John 
(2:16) Jesus Christ refers to the Temple as his Father’s 
House confirms this. We remember how the parents of 
Jesus travelled to the Temple each year and how the boy 
Jesus went up with them at the age of twelve. On that 
occasion he stayed behind and was subsequently found in 
the midst of the doctors, listening to them and asking them 
questions. He replied to his parents’ wonderment by 
referring to his Father. Did they not know he was to be 
found in the house of his Father, engaged in his Father’s 
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affairs? Our Lord, from his childhood, was filled with the 
awareness of his divine Sonship and of his unique 
relationship with his Father. The Temple was his Father’s 
House — how he must have loved being in his Father’s 
House! We can only imagine the love and reverence with 
which he travelled to the Temple of Jerusalem on this 
occasion, and on future occasions — to the House of his 
heavenly Father. But in the account of the cleansing of the 
Temple given to us by St John (2:16), our Lord replied to 
his critics by saying that in three days he would raise up the 
Temple if they destroyed it. The Temple of Jerusalem was 
a pointer to something much greater. 

The Temple pointed to the Temple that was Christ’s 
body. In the first instance, this is his own Person. Christ’s 
own Person was the embodiment of the entire Godhead, 
but the Church he would establish would be his body. The 
Church, which our Lord founded on the Apostle Peter and 
the others of the Twelve, is thus the new Temple. It is the 
new dwelling place of God the most Holy Trinity. Indeed, 
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if we look closely at our Gospel passage today (Luke 
19:45-48), we notice a detail that may be significant. In 
the (possibly earlier) cleansing of the Temple as narrated 
by Gospel of St John, Christ refers to the Temple as his 
own Father’s House. But in our Gospel passage today 
from St Luke, the Temple seems to be Christ’s House. As 
he is cleansing the Temple, Christ quotes Scripture: “It is 
written, My house shall be a house of prayer.” The Temple 
appears to be “my house” — that is, Christ’s House. He 
taught in the Temple as in his own House, which was also 
the House of his Father. This, I think, is a possible 
meaning of Christ’s words here, which appears to be 
during a later cleansing of the Temple than that given in St 
John. It points to the future. Just as Christ taught in the 
Temple, so he continues teaching in the Temple which is 
his body, the Church. He teaches in every parish church 
where the word of God is taught and preached, and the 
Sacraments are administered — most especially in the 
Holy Eucharist. In every parish church there is the Real 
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Presence of our Lord in the Tabernacle, his entire risen 
reality, both human and divine. If the Temple of Jerusalem 
was the dwelling place of God, how much more so is the 
Catholic Church, and in particular every parish church 
where there is a Tabernacle with the Real Presence! Our 
Lord’s reverence within the Temple is a powerful example 
to each of us in our day. How often is the Real Presence of 
our Lord in the Eucharist almost forgotten by those who 
enter the Catholic churches of our land, be it for Mass or 
for other devotional activities. It is so easy to neglect the 
aids and signs of reverence, the sign of the cross with the 
holy water, the genuflection before the Tabernacle, the 
immediate kneeling down to pray, the careful custody of 
eyes and the avoidance of conversation. All of these things 
show the reverence which the person of faith displays 
towards God who is there. It involves an active faith, a 
faith that is deliberately protected and nourished. 

Let us be disciples of the Master in truth, by imitating 
his profound reverence whenever we enter a Catholic 
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church, realizing what is at the heart of every Catholic 
church, the presence of God the Son made Man in the 
Eucharist. With him there is the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. Would anyone who observed us in a Catholic 
church have the impression that there is something 
extraordinary there? Would that observer say, if told that 
Catholics believe that the risen Jesus in all his human and 
divine reality is truly there, say, “Oh, that figures! I cannot 
help but notice the profound reverence of Catholics in their 
churches”. Would he say this of us? Well, now I begin! 
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Saturday of the Thirty-third Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Maccabees 6:1-13; Psalm 9; 

Luke 20:27-40 

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a 
resurrection, came forward and put this question to Jesus, 
saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us, If someone’s 
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brother dies leaving a wife but no child, his brother must 
take the wife and raise up descendants for his brother. 
Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman 
but died childless. Then the second and the third married 
her, and likewise all the seven died childless. Finally the 
woman also died. Now at the resurrection whose wife will 
that woman be? For all seven had been married to her. ” 
Jesus said to them, “The children of this age marry and 
remarry; but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the 
coming age and to the resurrection of the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage. They can no longer die, 
for they are like angels; and they are the children of God 
because they are the ones who will rise. That the dead will 
rise even Moses made known in the passage about the 
bush, when he called ‘Lord ’ the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; and he is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive. ” Some of 
the scribes said in reply, “Teacher, you have answered 
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well. ” And they no longer dared to ask him anything. 
(Luke 20:27-40) 

The End When we think of it, what could be of 
greater importance than knowing something of the 
Hereafter? In the history of human thought, the Hereafter 
has been, naturally, shrouded in mystery. What could man 
know of this except what he could work out for himself on 
the basis of what he presently experiences, or on the basis 
of what has been revealed to him from above? Now, the 
testimony of human thought on this is immensely divided. 
Consider what Buddhism says of it. There is the great 
cycle of re-incamation which human life is caught up in, 
and the oblivion of Nirvana. Or consider the hopeless 
vagueness of life beyond death in the imagery, the rites and 
myths of very many indigenous religions. All up, were 
man to have no other light than that which he can attain by 
his own reason, or no other light than that provided him by 
the various religions of history, death would seem to be a 
sad end to the precious blessing of life. Any philosophical 
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claim that life is pointless because of the darkness of death 
would carry with it a certain rationality. So, for this alone 
ought we be immensely grateful to God for his historical 
Revelation. With this Revelation we are able to live our 
lives in the light of what we know will happen after life is 
over. It has been revealed that when life finishes, each 
individual soul goes to God the Creator to be personally 
judged on every act of personal choice. Whatever a man 
has freely thought, said or done will be subject to this 
divine scrutiny. Then there will be either heaven or hell for 
that soul, preceded by a merciful purification, if necessary, 
for those saved. So the final thing facing every person 
after death will be the judgment of God, and the upshot of 
that will be either admission into his presence or 
banishment from it. Perhaps one could say that this 
Revelation fits in with what our conscience vaguely 
intimates. Our conscience seems to intimate a future 
reckoning which it instinctively fears. But the possession 
of a revelation from Christ is a tremendous blessing. It is a 
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great light which ought shape everything we do. We ought 
live, if we are to be in any way prudent, in the light of what 
will most surely come, the judgment of God determining 
our eternity. 

But more has been revealed about the Afterlife than 
this. Inherent in the revelation that a divine judgment 
follows death is, of course, the revelation that we shall rise 
again. We read in the Gospels how there were schools of 
religious thought in Judaism that accepted a resurrection 
from the dead and there were others that did not. Our 
Gospel today shows two such opposite schools interacting 
with our Lord: The Sadducees challenged our Lord with a 
question that implied scepticism as to the resurrection, at 
least a resurrection in the body, while the scribes 
commended him for a teaching that affirmed the 
resurrection. The nature of the resurrection, though, was 
absolutely obscure for those who accepted it. Our Lord 
clarifies and confirms that there is indeed a resurrection for 
judgment — but he goes further. In his teaching, which is 
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brought to us by the Church, our Lord reveals that there 
will be not only a resurrection of the spirit of man for 
judgment bringing reward or condemnation, but there will 
also be a resurrection at the end of time of both body and 
soul. The whole man will eventually rise again for 
judgment. We shall be judged not only in our souls but in 
our bodies too - whole in our human personhood. We 
shall rise thus at the end of time to life or to death. We 
shall rise body and soul sharing in the risen life of Christ 
himself as did our Lady, or we shall rise body and soul for 
an eternal death that is separated from him who is our life. 
None of us can escape eternity in our whole person, and 
this eternity is meant by God to be a wonderful prospect of 
life in its fulness for the entire man. God wishes us to be 
with him forever in the fulness of our being. This full 
resurrection, more complete than that which occurs after 
we die, will come to pass at the end of time. It is preceded 
by the solemn judgment of God. We are so blessed to have 
a clear revelation about it, because it enables us to live in 
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the light of it day by day. We are not condemned to 
darkness in what matters most of all. What is it to have the 
light in matters which will come to nothing of themselves 
— such as temporal career and wealth and status — if in 
the matter of life after death, which is the destiny of all of 
us, we are in the darkness? 

Let us accept with gratitude the revelation brought to 
us by Christ and mentioned by him in today’s Gospel 
passage (Luke 20:27-40), that we shall rise again. After 
death we rise in our soul for our individual judgment by 
God. Then, at the end of time when Christ comes again to 
judge the living and the dead, we shall rise in our body and 
soul for our final judgment. All mankind will be thus 
judged. Then there will be unending life with God or 
unending death apart from him. Let us so live as to be 
found worthy of a place in the presence of our Father in 
heaven. 
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Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Thirty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
(Feast of Christ The King) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 


Scripture today : Daniel 7:13-14; Psalm 93:1,1-2, 

5; Revelation 1:5-8; John 18:33b-37 
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Pilate asked Jesus, Are you the king of the Jews? Is 
that your own idea, Jesus asked, or did others talk to you 
about me? Am I a Jew? Pilate replied. It was your people 
and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is 
it you have done? Jesus said, My kingdom is not of this 
world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my 
arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another 
place. You are a king, then! said Pilate. Jesus answered, 
It is you who say it. In fact, for this reason I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me. (John 18:33b- 
37) 


The Lord of Lords I remember years ago — I was 
not long ordained — being told by a priest many years 
older than myself that one reason why, in his view, the 
feast of Christ the King had never caught the popular 
religious imagination was that people of our age had little 
feeling for royalty and kingship. It was a feast — so he 
thought — that depended too much on the image of 
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kingship as it had been exercised in ages now gone. When 
he told me this, I thought there was probably good reason 
in what he said. But then I remembered that the kingship 
of Christ is a profoundly scriptural notion. Holy Scripture 
is replete with the image of God as King, and of the 
Messiah as the anointed King who was coming. As a 
matter of fact, then, it is with very good reason that the 
feast of Christ the King was instituted by the Church. 
Indeed, it sets forth something absolutely central in the 
mission of our Lord as portrayed in Holy Scripture. The 
kingship of the Messiah had been long predicted by the 
prophets. The Scriptures spoke at length about the coming 
King, the Messiah, and about the Kingdom of God which 
he would establish. All Israel looked forward to this future 
King, and because of the renown of this prediction, it 
seems that other nations of the ancient world also 
whispered and murmured about it. We remember that the 
Wise Men from the East came searching for the King who 
had been born. The problem was that the expected King 
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was the object of many wild hopes of a very political 
character, and our Lord withdrew on one occasion from the 
crowd precisely because they wanted to come and take him 
by force and make him their (political) king. The Messiah 
was deemed by many to be a political liberator. It just 
could be that Judas Iscariot commenced his following of 
our Lord under this misapprehension, and his betrayal of 
our Lord could have been due, in part, to his realization 
that our Lord would have nothing to do with this 
aspiration. During his Passion, as we read in our Gospel 
today, our Lord told Pilate calmly and plainly that his 
“kingdom” was not of this world (John 18:33b-37). But 
even after his resurrection, our Lord’s disciples asked him 
if he was now going to “restore the kingdom to Israel” 
(Acts 1:6). It took the coming of the JJoly Spirit at 
Pentecost for them to understand that Christ’s kingdom 
was not of this world. His kingship, his rule, his 
“kingdom” was within. It consisted in union with Christ, 
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and its purpose was the forgiveness of sin and holiness of 
life. 


After his resurrection, our Lord told his disciples that 
all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to him. 
They were to go, therefore, to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The Book 
of Revelation refers to our Lord as the King of kings and 
the Lord of lords. So many of the kings and lords of 
human history have founded their kingships on lies and on 
force. Our Lord referred to them once when he said that 
the kings of this world make their authority felt. They 
demanded to be served, and at times as if they were gods. 
We only have to think of the likes of Alexander the Great 
and many of the Roman Caesars to appreciate this. Not so 
with you, our Lord told his disciples, for he whom they 
rightly called their Master and Lord had come among them 
as One who served. Our Lord is King in that he is the 
Truth, and all who belong to the truth listen to him. We 
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remember how, at his transfiguration on the Mount, the 
Father stated that he was his beloved Son, and all were to 
listen to him. Fie is the ultimate authority for all that is 
true. The truth that he utters is the Truth that comes from 
God. He is also the Way and the Life. So then, it is with 
love that the Christian follows Jesus as his King, as the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords. On him we can base 
our entire life and every aspect of it. In bringing him before 
the world around us in our everyday life, we bring the One 
in whom is found every heavenly blessing — precisely 
because he is God. It is most important that we understand 
this, in the face of competing claims. Islam claims for its 
founder the highest status in God's plan. Cardinal Newman 
once wrote that in this precise sense, for all its 
acknowledgment of Jesus as a holy prophet, Islam is a type 
or prefiguring of the one who will come to assume Christ’s 
place. Revealed teaching is that Christ is the supreme 
revelation of God. He who sees me, sees the Father, our 
Lord said. No-one comes to the Father but through me. 
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For the sake of the whole world, including for the 
adherents of Islam, each Christian must be convinced that 
Christ is the King of kings and Lord of lords. The feast of 
Christ the King is most relevant. 

This is the last week of the Liturgical Year. Let us 
renew in our hearts our conviction of the supreme position 
occupied by Jesus. He is Lord. Jesus Christ is Lord. All 
who belong to the truth listen to his voice. Every day let us 
endeavour to bring his Person and his word, as it comes to 
us through the witness, the preaching, the teaching and the 
life of his body the Church, to the world around us. This 
we do by our daily prayer, example and intrepid influence 
around us. 
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Monday of the Thirty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 1:1-6.8-20; Psalm: Daniel 3; 
Luke 21:1-4 

When Jesus looked up he saw some wealthy people 
putting their offerings into the treasury and he noticed a 
poor widow putting in two small coins. He said, “I tell you 
truly, this poor widow put in more than all the rest; for 
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those others have all made offerings from their surplus 
wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole 
livelihood. ” (Luke 21:1-4) 

Our All We have only one life and that means that 
we have only one opportunity to do all the good in the 
world that we can. Once it is over, our chance to do good 
is gone forever (except from heaven). We have but one 
chance, one shot at the mark — one shot in the sense that 
once it is all over, there will never be another go at it. 
This is not the only view of things — the various doctrines 
of re-incarnation over the course of history have given to 
man not one but many new attempts at life. But, apart 
from normal common sense, divine Revelation has made 
the matter clear. After death comes the divine Judgment. 
So, every day counts. As time slips by, a sense of futility 
may come over many persons as they look back and see so 
little good that they have done. As they look forward, 
many seem to see little opportunity for good in the future. 
There is one positive side to this — it is that such people 
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can come to realize that they are very, very limited. The 
daily round of the average man or woman’s life is fairly 
repetitive, often without results, and even seeming to be a 
little meaningless. One modern saint drew attention to the 
village donkey which day after day went round and round 
pulling the stone. That donkey was like the ordinary man 
doing his ordinary work in life, which may seem to amount 
to little of worth. But the same saint went on to point out 
that by doing this, the donkey drew the water for the 
village. Actually, the entire village depended on that 
donkey for its water. The saint taught that in the 
providence of God, the limited round of activities of each 
person’s life has its importance for the world. In our 
Gospel scene today (Luke 21:1-4) our Lord looks up and 
sees some wealthy people putting their offerings into the 
treasury — and possibly what they put in was impressive 
for many observers. But then there came forward a poor, 
unnoticed widow who put in two small coins. It was a 
symbol of her life. She had hardly anything to offer God 
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or to others. She must have felt a profound sense of 
personal limitation. She had practically nothing to show, 
practically nothing to give, practically nothing to offer. 

But, our Lord said, what made her life so impressive 
was that she gave all she had to live on, and in this gift she 
gave her entire self. As a matter of fact, what that woman 
gave, our Lord taught his disciples, amounted to more than 
all the others. The thought of the poor widow and Christ’s 
praise of her ought give every man and woman a great 
hope and joy. No matter what life brings, whether it be 
success or failure, good fortune or bad, health or sickness, 
all God is asking for is our best efforts and our love. It is 
as simple and as difficult as that. The well-endowed must 
give of his best lovingly and for a pure motive, as must the 
poorly endowed. Further, while the well-endowed may 
think he has much to offer as might others around him, 
what does it amount to in the sight of God? We are all 
poor and completely dependent on God, and the sooner we 
realize that, the sounder will our estimation of things be. 
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Let us see today’s Gospel as the other side of that parable 
our Lord told of the master who returned and called each of 
his servants to account. Finally he came to the one who 
had been entrusted with the least, and it was discovered 
that this one had not put his master’s money to work. He 
had buried the little money he had been given and he could 
not even return it to the master with interest. He was 
punished for being wicked and lazy. Being of little talent 
and having few opportunities is no excuse for not serving 
Christ our Master with all our powers. We must, that is to 
say, avoid being like the lazy servant, and strive to be like 
the widow of our Gospel today — she gave her all. We 
must give to God and to his service all we have to live on, 
our entire wherewithal. We must use every day to serve 
God with thoroughness in the fulfilment of our daily 
responsibilities, which is to say our daily work on our own 
selves and our spiritual life, our daily work for our family 
and those whom we serve in our professional work. No 
matter how much we might be regarded as “nobodies” in 
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our life’s circumstances, we can serve God with 
persevering excellence, giving back to God all he has given 
to us to enable us to serve him. 

Let us place ourselves in the hands of Mary the 
mother of Jesus and Joseph his foster-father. Their lives 
were lived in a very ordinary and obscure round of daily 
responsibilities. They were “nobodies” like the vast 
majority of the human race. And yet within this daily 
round of work and prayer how total was their gift of 
themselves to God! They, more than any others, show to 
us all the grandeur that is possible for the ordinary life. Let 
us love the ordinary life which God has in his goodness 
deigned to grant us, and let us by the holiness we gradually 
acquire make it a worthy offering to God, an offering very 
much like the offering to God that came from the poor 
widow of today’s Gospel. 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 2:31-45; Psalm: Daniel 3; 

Luke 21:5-11 

Some of Jesus ’ disciples were remarking about how 
the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts 
dedicated to God. But Jesus said, As for what you see 
here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on 
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another; every one of them will be thrown down. Teacher, 
they asked, when will these things happen ? And what will 
be the sign that they are about to take place? He replied: 
Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come 
in my name, claiming, 7 am he, ’ and ‘The time is near. ’ 
Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and 
revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must 
happen first, but the end will not come right away. Then he 
said to them: Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines 
and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and 
great signs from heaven. (Luke 21:5-11) 

The Judgment Perhaps the greatest eighteenth 
century Anglican philosopher of religion was Bishop 
Joseph Butler. In his Analogy of Religion he observes that 
the notion of religion in general — and of Christianity in 
particular — includes the thought of a future state and a 
divine judgment on all our behaviour. As a result of this 
divine judgment we shall be rewarded or punished. 
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Cardinal Newman, who was influenced somewhat by 
Butler, stated that the first principle of religion is the 
thought of a judgment as contained in the feeling of 
conscience. So the very idea of religion in the minds of 
these two thinkers has a divine judgment at its centre. 
Whether this is valid is open to discussion because there 
are many “religions'” (as we regard and call them) which do 
not seem to have much of a notion of a judgment. 
However, even if there is no explicit doctrine of a 
judgment in a particular religion, let alone a judgment on 
the individual by a personal God, there may be the vague 
or rudimentary elements of one. One thinks of many 
indigenous religions, and some world religions, such as 
Buddhism. Whatever of that observation — arising from 
our modern knowledge of the numerous religions of man 
— at least it is scarcely deniable that the thought of a 
divine judgment is one of the starting points of our Western 
religious sense. It has its roots in the natural conscience 
and in the great religious heritage we have received from 
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Catholic Christianity. The Catholic Church and the 
religious doctrines it transmitted greatly shaped the 
Western mind and heart, and with it, its sense of religion. 
At the heart of this sense is the thought of a judgment, the 
judgment of God, for which Christ came to prepare us by 
his redemptive death and resurrection. It is this which the 
Book of Revelation speaks of in various of its passages. In 
one such, the inspired author sees in his vision that the time 
for reaping is coming. The harvest of the earth is ripe, and 
so the cutting of the vines begins. The angel then throws 
what is cut into the “great wine press of God’s fury” 
(Revelation 14:19). 

This week is the last week of this Liturgical Year. 
The Church invites us to think of what have been 
traditionally called the Last Things — the final events in 
the life of each one of us, and of the whole world. At the 
end, there will be the passing away of our present scene 
and the coming of the judgment of God. After that, all will 
be settled and our chance will have gone. It will be a 
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matter of either heaven or hell. What can possibly 
compare in importance with this final judgment of God? 
One of the reasons why students slacken off in their studies 
is that they forget the inevitability of their final assessment, 
whatever be the form that it takes. With that assessment 
come the ensuing results: entrance into University, 
employment, or conversely the loss of such opportunities. 
Keeping the end in mind shapes one’s behaviour. Consider 
the Nuremberg trials at the end of the Second World War. 
Would those who were convicted of war crimes and of 
crimes against humanity have done what they did if they 
had known, beyond the slightest doubt, that within a very 
few years they would be tried, convicted and executed or 
imprisoned for their deeds? If they were to have done what 
they did despite knowing for certain their inglorious end, 
how much more blind and demonic would have been their 
course! Would Napoleon Bonaparte have waged his many 
European wars and savaged so many people (including, 
incidentally, the papacy) if he had foreseen for certain his 
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miserable end on the island of St Helena? Such persons 
would not have followed their sad course if they had 
grasped its ultimate upshot — and this shows the 
importance of the thought of a judgment in life and in 
religion. There have been saints who kept on their desk a 
skull, reminding them of death and the judgment of God 
that will come. It is very foolish to forget the judgment of 
God, because every one of our actions will be subject to the 
divine scrutiny. We must strive to live in such a way as to 
be prepared. Our Lord repeatedly tells us in the Gospels to 
watch because we do not know the day nor the hour when 
we shall be called to the judgment of God. In view of our 
multitudinous sins, were not God to have revealed that he 
is a God rich in mercy, there would be the temptation to 
fear and, most of all, to despair. 

Let us strive to live in a holy way, while entrusting 
ourselves to the mercy of God. The temptation of our day 
is to forget the judgment of God, and to lose the sense of 
sin. Let us pray to God for the grace to remember what he 
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has revealed, that our present world will pass away and that 
his judgment will surely come. With this in mind let us 
seek holiness of life, entrusting ourselves to the infinite 
mercy of our heavenly Father. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 5:1-6.13-14.16-17.23-28; Psalm: 
Daniel 3; Luke 21:12-19 

I, John, saw in heaven another sign, great and 
awe-inspiring: seven angels with the seven last plagues, for 
through them God’s fury is accomplished. Then I saw 
something like a sea of glass mingled with fire. On the sea 
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of glass were standing those who had won the victory over 
the beast and its image and the number that signified its 
name. They were holding God’s harps, and they sang the 
song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb: “Great and wonderful are your works, Lord God 
almighty. Just and true are your ways, O king of the 
nations. Who will not fear you, Lord, or glorify your 
name? For you alone are holy. All the nations will come 
and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been 
revealed (Revelation 15:1-4) 

Life Years ago there died a priest I had known for 
many years, one who was recognized by all as a fine priest 
indeed. He died in Spain, and I was told that before he 
died he said one special thing: that he was grateful for the 
gift of life. How grateful we ought be for this gift, the gift 
of life! None of us need have come into existence. None 
of us, indeed nothing in this universe, is necessary. There 
is nothing which, in the nature of the case and because of 
what it is, need be. We are all contingent in the sense that 
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our coming to be and our continuing in existence is 
contingent on things that themselves need not be. We, 
each of us, are essentially contingent. This mere fact, 
together with the fact that we actually exist, not only 
intimates to us that there is a God but that we are ever 
dependent on his sustaining will. Further, all that we have 
done has been dependent on many circumstances coming 
together, in the providence of God. Life is a gift, and that 
priest at the end of his course was grateful for the gift. But 
now, many wonder if, after all, it is such a good thing to 
have lived. I remember, when early in my priesthood I was 
teaching religion in a state secondary school, a girl in the 
front row put up her hand and said that “life is a bitch!” 
Life is a bitch. She did not sound as if she was grateful to 
be alive, and she certainly did not sound as if she was 
expecting very much from life. So then, what is there to 
expect from life? We can expect many things from life, 
both good and bad, and in the lives of many there are 
misfortunes upon misfortunes. But a great revelation has 
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been given to us by God, and it is that an eternity with him 
awaits us if we are patient and persevering in doing, and 
being, good. None of the sufferings of this life will be 
comparable to the eternity of happiness that will succeed 
this life if we place our faith in God and strive to please 
him. Moreover, if we do place our faith in God, this faith 
will bring happiness here on earth as well. On one 
occasion Simon Peter asked our Lord what they who had 
left everything and followed him would receive in return. 
Our Lord replied that anyone who leaves all to follow him 
will receive a hundredfold in this life (not without 
persecutions and difficulties, though), and eternal life 
hereafter. God promises us happiness here on earth if we 
cast our lot with him — though not the happiness this 
world promises — and eternal happiness hereafter. 

What this means is that we ought think often of 
heaven. The Book of Revelation describes in beautiful 
terms the joy of heaven. “On the sea of glass were 
standing those who had won the victory over the beast and 
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its image and the number that signified its name. They 
were holding God’s harps, and they sang the song of 
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb” 
(Revelation 15:2-3). This is what God plans for us, but the 
way to it is by passing through our time of testing and trial. 
Our life is a time of testing, a time when our choice for the 
good and for God is put to trial. Like any test, God wants 
us to win the victory over the trials that are part and parcel 
of the testing. Christ himself was tested in every way, and 
in this he was standing in for all mankind, including each 
of us. He won the victory with resounding and superlative 
success. The fruits of that victory are available for us, 
empowering us to follow in his footsteps. That path is the 
path of the cross, a path of trial — and God wants us, with 
the aid of his grace, to win the victory and so share in the 
glory of his Son. The Book of Revelation presents those in 
heaven who had won the victory over the beast and its 
image. So then, let us think often of heaven and let us do 
so in a way that leads to action. It is by means of action 
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that we shall get there, just as it is by means of action that 
any soldier and any army gains the victory. We must not 
sit on our hands, as we say. Let us remember the parable 
which Christ once told of the master entrusting talents to 
his servants while he was away. The one who was given 
but one talent sat on his hands. He did nothing with it but 
bury it. He was judged and punished for his inaction and 
cowardice. Christ gives us the weapons which come to us 
in the life, the preaching, the teaching and the Sacraments 
of his body the Church. He is our leader inspiring us and 
conferring on us the strength of his grace that we need for 
every temptation. How wonderful, then, is the gift of life 
which places this before us. The great gift of life puts us in 
the running for the eternal blessing of heaven. Just think! 
Heaven will never end! In a million years, in ten million 
years, in one hundred million years, heaven will still be just 
beginning for those who are there. Inasmuch as God is 
limitless in beauty and goodness, our joy will be 
inexhaustible and unending in his presence, face to face. 
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We ought be grateful for the gift of life. Let us all 
through life remember the last things we shall have to face. 
Those things are: death, God’s judgment and then heaven 
or hell. Let us today meditate on the first reading from the 
book of Revelation which speaks of heaven. Let us think 
of our Lord’s words in the Gospel that the sufferings of life 
are the “opportunity to bear witness” and that “your 
endurance will win you your lives” (Luke 21:12-18). Let 
us, with this thought, every day resolutely choose the good 
and all that God wants of us. Let us choose Christ for our 
Lord and Master, and be led by him through the Cross to 
eternal glory, the glory of our heavenly homeland. 
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Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 6:12-28; Psalm: Daniel 3; 

Luke 21:20-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, When you see Jerusalem 
being surrounded by armies, you will know that its 
desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in 
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the country not enter the city. For this is the time of 
punishment in fulfilment of all that has been written. How 
dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and 
nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land 
and wrath against this people. They will fall by the sword 
and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem 
will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled. There will be signs in the sun, moon 
and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will 
faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the 
world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time 
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory. When these things begin to take place, 
stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near. (Luke 21:20-28) 

Judgment The Holy Scriptures, as used by our 
Lord and the ancient Jewish world, had some key reference 
points. There was the Torah, dominated by the themes of 
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the slavery in Egypt, God’s liberation from that slavery 
through his servant Moses, the Covenant of Sinai and the 
entry into the Promised Land. The Torah expressed the 
foundation, which consisted in God’s free election of his 
chosen people and his Covenant with them, together with 
their obligation of fidelity in response to his loving choice. 
What followed was not, in general, a happy story. The 
people were not faithful, though of course many were. 
Following the sad end of Solomon who began so well, the 
united House of David collapsed into two. But sin 
continued on its sorry course. The prophets of both 
kingdoms inveighed against the infidelity which 
continually appeared. This infidelity led to the next great 
landmarks: the destruction and deportation of the northern 
kingdom (about 720 BC) after two centuries of life, and 
then of the southern kingdom about a hundred and thirty 
years later. As it turned out, this second deportation — this 
time, of the Tribe of Judah to Babylon — would prove to 
be a new beginning. The Exile brought a new realization 
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which was expressed in the formation of the Torah and the 
Scriptures. But the point here is that these catastrophes, the 
first by the Assyrians and the second by the Chaldeans 
(neo-Babylonians), were pronounced by the prophets to be 
divine judgments. They were not merely geo-political and 
military coincidences, part and parcel of the unending shift 
of conflicting forces, with Israel and Judah being simply 
swamped by the tide. The hand of God was at work, 
judging sin and infidelity on the part of his chosen people. 
As it turned out, God’s purposes were achieved — for a 
new beginning was certainly made. The Babylonian 
Captivity was a time of purification, of lessons learnt, and 
of a religious revival. Archaeologists testify that numerous 
polytheistic figurines can be found in Palestine dating from 
the period prior to the Captivity, which confirms the 
impression of infidelity given in the books of the prophets. 
But after the Exile, as far as I am aware, there are few such 
figurines of gods to be found. The point here, though, is 
that the prophetic pronouncement of a coming divine 
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judgment, to be expressed in temporal destruction, was an 
iconic feature of the Scriptures. 

As with many other features of the Holy Scriptures, 
Jesus Christ is to be placed in this setting. One of the 
notable characteristics of the words and actions of Jesus 
Christ is that he set himself firmly in the context of Holy 
Scripture. He was a profoundly biblical Man, a Prophet 
steeped in the Law, the Prophets, the Psalms and the 
Writings. This is because he knew that his own Divine 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God and of Truth, was 
the Author of those same Scriptures. His love for the Holy 
Spirit was ever manifest. He even declared on one 
occasion that however badly one spoke of the Son of Man, 
one could be forgiven. But if one were to blaspheme 
against the Holy Spirit, one could never be forgiven. How 
great Christ’s love for the Divine Spirit, and yet how 
hidden, how humble is this same Divine Spirit, whose 
mission is to bear witness to the Son! So, Christ loved the 
Scriptures, and placed his teaching in their context. All of 
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this brings us to our Gospel today, for it is manifest that in 
our Lord’s own prophetic judgment on the Holy City, he is 
speaking in the tradition of the prophets before him and 
drawing on their language and thought as expressed in the 
Scriptures. He had done the same thing up in Galilee. In 
our same Gospel (10:13-15), Luke earlier reports our 
Lord’s condemnation of Chorazin and Bethsaida: “Woe to 
you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! for if the mighty 
works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago .... And you, Capernaum, ... 
you shall be brought down to Hades.” Our scene in today’s 
Gospel (from Luke) is of Christ gazing on the Holy City of 
Jerusalem. The divine judgment on its sin is coming, and 
just as the Babylonians had surrounded the City half a 
millennium before, so it will happen again soon: “When 
you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will 
know that its desolation is near.” Christ is addressing those 
before him and the “desolation is near.” Our Lord does not 
give precise details. He does not specify who the 
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conquerors will be (the Romans), nor dates (70 AD), nor to 
where they “will be taken as prisoners.” But “Jerusalem 
will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled” — and all this was fulfilled. Christ 
declares that this historical occurrence was a Judgment: 
“the time of punishment in fulfilment of all that has been 
written.” 

To this day, the famed Temple of Jerusalem is non¬ 
existent, to the lament of the observant Jew. The Christian 
knows that the Temple has been restored in the resurrection 
and glorification of Christ. The Person of Jesus Christ is 
the new and eternal Temple. The City predicted by Isaiah 
(ch.62) is the Church founded by Christ on the Rock of 
Peter, and it is this Holy City in final glory which is 
celebrated in the New Testament Book of Revelation 
(ch.21). Our Gospel passage today reminds us of God’s 
presence in history. He judges sin, the most grievous being 
to refuse acceptance of the Person and teaching of his 
divine Son, the Word incarnate. But God’s judgments on 
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man are administered above all to save him from his own 
sin. So we must entrust ourselves to his compassion and 
mercy, even in the worst of reversals, for “When these 
things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:20- 
28). 
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Friday of the Thirty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:2-14; Psalm: Daniel 3; 

Luke 21:29-33 

Jesus told them this parable: Look at the fig-tree and 
all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when 
you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom 
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of God is near. I tell you the truth, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away. (Luke 21:29-33) 

Choice One of the things a study of history can 
bring home to us is that what seem to be relatively minor 
deeds can have major consequences. An assassination led 
to the First World War. The decision to oust the dictator 
Saddam Hussein occasioned the Iraq War, with its 
tremendous and protracted mayhem and murderous 
insurgency. A young person is found in possession of 
drugs at an Asian airport. He is arrested and eventually 
hanged, to the life-long sorrow of his family and friends. 
The list of awesome consequences following on certain 
actions could be lengthened almost indefinitely. Freedom 
is a precious and defining attribute of the human person. 
Its exercise has results, good or bad. Our Lord said of the 
one by whom the Son of Man would be betrayed that it 
would have been better had he not been born. The 
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decisions we make and the things we do profoundly affect 
the course of our life here on earth. So it ought be no 
surprise to us that the same God who created this world 
with its natural and moral laws has revealed that our deeds 
in this life will have immense consequences for the 
hereafter. Our deeds shape and have results for our course 
not only in this world but in the next. That is one reason 
why the classic Protestant position of salvation by faith 
alone (and not by works) would have to be expressed and 
explained extremely carefully, to say the very least. If it is 
not, such a position must necessarily be rejected. Of 
course, it is Christ and his grace that saves us, and 
therefore our salvation will come by faith in him. But this 
can be presented in a way that in effect states that our good 
deeds are not necessary for salvation. That is to say, even 
if we continue to sin and not repent we shall be saved if 
only we trust in Christ. Our faith in him, and the covering 
of us and our sins by his merits, will save us even if we 
persist in sinful “works.” We read in the Book of 
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Revelation that at the Judgment, “another scroll was 
opened, the book of life. The dead were judged according 
to their deeds, by what was written in the scrolls. The sea 
gave up its dead; then Death and Hades gave up their dead. 
All the dead were judged according to their deeds ” 
(Revelation 20:12). 

Yes, our life this side of the grave, as does history 
itself, depends to a fair degree on the exercise of our power 
of choice. Our eternity hereafter will depend entirely on 
what we choose to do: our deliberate thoughts, words and 
deeds. The merits and the grace of Christ — won for us by 
his Death and Resurrection — empower us to choose for 
him perseveringly, but it is on our own freely-chosen 
deeds, thus assisted and transformed, that everything will 
hinge. God will not be judging Christ, as it were, on whom 
we place our faith — he will be judging us, each of us 
personally, and judging each and every one of our deeds. 
If God were to take us now, what would be the upshot? 
Were the book of life, as described in the Book of 
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Revelation, to be suddenly opened, what would be found 
written therein concerning our “deeds”? We were made to 
know, love and serve God here on earth and thus to see and 
enjoy him forever in heaven. Therefore, what will count in 
our deeds, as recorded in that book of life, is precisely the 
extent to which we have loved and served God in the doing 
of them. When we make our choices — and we make 
them daily and countlessly — the deeds which will count 
in our favour when the book of life is opened are those 
which have been chosen in accord with God’s will, and 
then performed in a way pleasing to him. God sees the 
heart constantly. He, our Judge, knows what we have 
chosen to do. He knows why we have chosen it and how 
we have done it. Our “deeds” are being written down 
constantly in “the book of life”, to use the imagery of the 
Book of Revelation, and one day that book will be opened. 
What is found in it will determine our eternity. What an 
eternity it will be! “Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth. The former heaven and the former earth had passed 
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away, and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 
21:1-2). All of this we are reminded of in our Gospel 
today (Luke 21:29-33). “When they sprout leaves, you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, 
when you see these things happening, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near.” Let us so live as to be ready for 
Christ’s coming! 

Let us realize the power we have been granted in the 
power of personal and free choice. The ultimate issue is 
whether we are choosing what pleases God or what 
displeases him. It is as simple, as constant, and as difficult 
as that. We must aim to be persevering and excellent in 
our choice for good and for God. Our deeds determine our 
course in this life, and they will determine our course in the 
next. Let us pray for the grace to remember this, day by 
day, throughout the time we have been granted. 
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Saturday of the Thirty-fourth Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:15-27; Psalm: Daniel 3; 

Luke 21:34-36 

Jesus said to his disciples, Be careful, or your hearts 
will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and 
the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you 
unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those 
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who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the 
watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is 
about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before 
the Son of Man. (Luke 21:34-36) 

Christian Hope I remember watching a television 
show which presented the effects of the Jewish holocaust 
on the memories of some Jewish victims in Australia in 
their old age. Particularly sad were those whose memories 
were fading and who were suffering from dementia. They 
could not control their memories and so became 
progressively trapped in horrible flashbacks which 
dominated their imaginations. Thus trapped, they had 
nothing to look forward to except those vivid recalls. 
There was little they could hope for in life. There was no- 
one who could help them because their dementia had 
virtually closed off all other impressions. The tragedy was 
that those memories had not been healed over the course of 
life prior to the onset of dementia. Cases such as these 
manifest the importance of a healing of memories, 
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forgiveness, and the cultivation of a profound hope. The 
healing of memories is an extensive issue, but the 
cultivation of hope is a major feature of Revealed Religion. 
We read in the Book of Revelation how “an angel” shows 
John a glimpse of heaven, in which he sees the throne of 
God and of the Lamb, together with the river of life-giving 
water (perhaps the Holy Spirit) flowing from the throne. 
The servants of God “will look upon his face, and his name 
will be on their forehead.” Imagine! In heaven we shall 
look upon the face of God. It has been revealed that this is 
the wonderful destiny God has chosen for us. This is the 
source of an immense hope. For those judged worthy, for 
God’s “servants”, heaven will consist above all in seeing 
God face to face forever. God is infinite beauty, infinite 
holiness, infinite love, and everything about him is 
unending and inexhaustible in depth and richness of being. 
An eternity will never exhaust the utter fascination we shall 
feel in his presence, and millions of years from now the 
person in heaven will still be simply beginning his life of 
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unending and utter joy. “Night will be no more, nor will 
they need light from lamp or sun, for the Lord God shall 
give them light, and they shall reign forever and ever” 
(Revelation 22:4-5). All our life we ought be cultivating 
this hope, the hope of being with God in heaven forever. 

This is surely a hope that can sustain us in whatever 
trials come our way, even the worst. Consider the 
sufferings that have come the way of so many saints, from 
terrible health to terrible persecution, often unto death. 
Their hope sustained them. This hope of being with God 
forever in heaven depends on our faith. It is precisely due 
to our faith in Christ and in his word as expressed in the 
word of Scripture and the teaching of the Church that we 
entertain this hope. Our hope depends on our cultivating a 
lively Christian faith, and this faith and hope ought show 
itself in a life of constant charity. It is the life of charity — 
love for God and for our fellow man — that will win for us 
a place in heaven. But then, without hope why would we 
live in this way? So much depends on hope! Our Lord in 
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the Gospel today tells us to be “vigilant at all times and 
pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations 
that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man” 
(Luke 21:34-36). Our hope will lead us to be vigilant at all 
times, guarding against sin and its occasions, being ever 
ready to bear witness to the Person of Jesus and his 
teaching. I am convinced that too little thought is given to 
our future prize which is heaven. Too few people think of 
it. They think of this life alone, and when they think of the 
future, they think of their future in this life. They think of 
future promotions in their work, they think of the future of 
their children, they think of their future retirement and the 
hoped-for joys of this retirement. For all of these future 
hopes they make provision but they do not think 
sufficiently of heaven, which ought be their supreme hope. 
Our Lord told us at the Last Supper that he was going to 
prepare a place for us so that where he is, we would be, 
too. For this reason there is, for the religious person, a 
sense in which he can look forward to death, because death 
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is the gate to glory. I remember the famed Father Patrick 
Peyton in his old age being interviewed. He said he looked 
forward to death because it meant the fulfilment of his 
hopes of seeing God in heaven. 

We have reached the last day of the Liturgical Year, 
with the new Liturgical Year to begin tomorrow, the first 
Sunday of Advent. The Church invites us to think of the 
very end. The very end is eternity, and if we live in a way 
pleasing to God, it will be an eternity of unending bliss 
with him in heaven. This is our hope. Let us live 
according to it. 
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Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God (Janl) 

( January 1 Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God ) Mary is 
the Mother of Jesus Christ, who is true God and true man. 
Being the Mother of God incarnate, Mary is endowed by 
God with special privileges: conceived immaculate from 
original sin, she is free from all personal sin, and being 
ever full of grace she was assumed into heaven body and 
soul. The Redemption began with Mary’s “yes” to the 
word of God, when she accepted her role as the Mother of 
the incarnate Son of God. Jesus came through Mary’s 
faith, as “the handmaid of the Lord”. 

Entrance Antiphon Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to 
the King, who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

Or: Cf. Is 9: l,5;Lk 1:33 

Today a light will shine upon us, for the Lord is born for 
us; and he will be called Wondrous God, Prince of peace, 
Father of future ages: and his reign will be without end. 



3527 


Collect O God, who through the fruitful virginity of 
Blessed Mary bestowed on the human race the grace of 
eternal salvation, grant, we pray, that we may experience 
the intercession of her, through whom we were found 
worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 66; 

Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 

The shepherds hurried away and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were 
just as they had been told. On the eighth day, when it was 
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time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before he had been conceived. (Luke 
2:16-21) 

Mary and the Church At the beginning of a new 
year and looking back, we surely must be grateful for the 
gift of time. How much more time we shall have, we do 
not know. Time is precious, and it must be used well. As 
John Henry Newman writes at the end of one of his most 
famous books, life is short and eternity is long. At the start 
of the new year our questions ought be, what have I done 
with the time that was granted to me? What am I doing 
now with the time I have? And finally, what shall I do 
with the time I may be given as I look to the year ahead? 
We must use our time to attain the end for which we are 
created. This is to know, love and serve Jesus our Lord 
here on earth, and in this way to see and enjoy him forever 
in heaven — for he, together with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, is God. If this goal is not attained, the time given to 
us has been catastrophically wasted. Indeed, our Lord said 
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of one person who acted towards him tragically that it 
would have been better had he not been born. So then, the 
critical question for the coming year is, how are we to find 
Jesus Our Lord, and how are we to love and serve him? 
Well, right at the beginning of the year the Church places 
before us the figure of Mary the Mother of God. The 
Church does this for a simple reason. Christ is the gift of 
the Father to humanity and in sending his Son among us, 
he entrusted him to Mary. He was born of the Virgin 
Mary. He came to us by means of her. In our Gospel 
scene today, the shepherds were directed by the angel to go 
to the town of Bethlehem and there they would find the 
Saviour who had been born to them, Christ the Lord. They 
hurried away to Bethlehem to see him, and found Mary and 
Joseph and the Child lying in the manger. In the Gospel of 
St Matthew, the Magi arrive and “saw the child with Mary 
his mother” (2:11). The Child was not alone but with Mary. 
Our Lord is best found by going to Mary, and by being 
always close to Mary. Imagine the love which the 
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shepherds perceived in the eyes of Mary as she gazed on 
her Son? Her very look would have directed them to Jesus. 
Further, while Christ is found with Mary, Mary is found 
with Joseph. If we stay close to Mary and Joseph we shall 
be staying close to Jesus. 

There is a further point. Mary and Joseph are not 
alone either. They were, and are, the first and foremost 
members of the Church: by the Church’s formal 
declarations, Mary is the Church’s mother and model; 
Joseph is the Church’s universal protector. They are the 
first, the greatest and the holiest members of the Church. 
In them, we who make up the Church have a mother and a 
protector who are the two surpassing models of Christian 
discipleship. Christ is found with Mary his mother, 
together with Joseph his foster-father, and he is found in 
the heart of the Church. Christ comes to us and is found by 
us as head of the Church, his body. Therefore we are also 
reminded in today’s celebration of Mary the mother of God 
that an essential element of involvement with Christ is 
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involvement with the Church which is his body. Just as 
Christ is found in the arms of Mary with Joseph by her 
side, so he is found in the life of the Church his body. He 
is not found alone. At times one hears the statement, 
Christ yes, the Church no! Those who say this mean that 
they are happy to seek and serve the Person of Jesus, but 
only Jesus. That is to say, they do not want to have much 
to do with the Church. The Church is rejected. But God 
does not work that way in bringing us the gift of 
redemption. God sent his Son to us born of a woman, and 
as a Child of the holy family. That holy family was part of 
the great family of God’s chosen people - soon to be 
fulfilled in the Church. That holy family was the incipient 
Church, gathered around Jesus who came forth to mankind 
from within its midst. That is to say, in the plan of God, 
Christ comes to us from within the Church which is his 
body. To know Christ Jesus we must draw near to his 
Church, learning to love the Church just as Christ loves 
her. On this day when we think of Mary the Mother of 
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God, we think also of her as the mother and model of the 
Church. It is through her - mother, model and member of 
the Church - that Christ has come to us. The Church is the 
body, the spouse and the family of Christ. This is a very 
important point. There are forms of Christianity that 
understand the Christian life as a matter simply between 
me and Jesus. This is not the Catholic notion — nor is it a 
Scriptural and Gospel notion. 

The Catholic Christian avoids this image of the 
Christian life. Of course, the Christian life is a matter 
between the individual and Christ, but Christ comes to the 
individual not alone but as part of a company, as it were. 
He comes as head of the Church which he founded and 
sustains. Right from the beginning at Bethlehem he comes 
as sent from God but in the arms of his mother Mary, and 
in the company of Joseph his protector. The seeker will 
find him in the company of his body the Church, of which 
Mary is the mother, the model and the foremost member, 
and of which Joseph is the guardian and a member. Let us 
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resolve to make Christ the centre of our life this coming 
year, while doing so in union with Mary our mother, with 
Joseph our heavenly foster-father and guardian, with, 
indeed, the whole Church of God. Let us unite ourselves to 
this great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, and with the 
Church to seek that union with our Lord to which we are 
called. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Feast of the Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 

(Jan. 25) 

(January 25) The Conversion of St Paul The conversion 
of Saul of Tarsus, while he was on his way to Damascus, is 
one of the most decisive miracles in the history of the early 
Church. It shows us how faith comes from grace and from 
man’s free cooperation. The doctrine of the Mystical Body 
of Christ receives proof and a clear illustration when Christ 
says, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” It also 
shows that the best way to hasten the unity of all Christians 
is to foster our own daily personal conversion. 

Entrance Antiphon 2 Tm 1:12; 4:8 I know the one in 
whom I have believed and I am sure that he, the just judge, 
the mighty, will keep safe what is my due until that day. 

Collect O God, who taught the whole world through the 
preaching of the blessed Apostle Paul, draw us, we pray, 
nearer to you through the example of him whose 
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conversion we celebrate today, and so make us witnesses to 
your truth in the world. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; 
Psalm 117: lbc, 2; Mark 16: 15-18. 

Jesus said to them, Go into all the world and preach 
the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is 
baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who 
believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will 
speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their 
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and 
they will get well. (Mark 16:15-18) 

Religious Certitude In my own opinion, the 

greatest philosophical issue in British and perhaps all of 
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Anglo-saxon philosophical thought has been the nature of 
knowledge and the possibility of certitude. Any sensible 
person knows that he can make mistakes, and that he has 
made many of them. They may have been very serious 
mistakes which have brought him suffering and a lot of 
anguish to others. Mistakes that we make can occur 
because, for instance, of faulty sense perception. We think 
we see water on the roadway but it turns out an optical 
illusion — a minor error, but an example of error 
nevertheless. We think we hear our name being called, but 
our hearing is faulty, as might be our vision. We think 
we’re tasting beef (of cattle), but it turns out to be kangaroo 
or emu. But of course, this “faulty sense perception” also 
involves mistakes in reasoning on the objective data which 
we apprehend through our senses. This ordinary 
experience of error has spawned certain philosophical 
currents which have ended in the denial of the power to 
know objective reality. Rene Descartes (1596-1650) 
decided to by-pass sense knowledge, which is to say, 
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starting from external objects which we are sure we know 
for certain. He began with his own sure consciousness of 
thinking and then built up by logical process a system of 
(what he considered to be) certainties. The experiment was 
disastrous and resulted in human thought being locked up 
inside itself, unable to attain the certitude that is in fact 
natural, given and evident. What compounds this problem, 
in the mind of many, is that claims to truth are absolutely 
contested. This suggests, they assume, that objective truth 
is impossible. I mention this, not to follow through with a 
philosophical analysis of the evident fact of human 
certitude, but because of its obvious links with religion. 
This is not just a question discussed in the soirees and 
journals of philosophy. It infects the popular mind and can 
debilitate a person’s natural ability to know the truth. I 
have discussed religion with people who have never 
studied philosophy formally: the ones I think of doubt the 
ability of the mind to attain certitudes. All that can be 
gained is a probability - at most your personal view on the 
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matter. This was a major topic of concern for John Henry 
Newman. He wrote his greatest philosophical work, his 
Grammar of Assent, on the power of the mind to assent to a 
certitude and to know it as being certain. 

As I say, let us not linger on the philosophy of it. The 
common sense of man knows he attains and can attain 
certitude — even about matters that have not been 
observed and tested by him personally. We know for 
certain that Australia is surrounded by water. We know for 
certain that we shall die. That having been said, it is 
critical that in religion certainty be attained. It can never 
be good enough to say to oneself that, well, all of this 
business of religion might be the case, but who is to say? - 
and then setting the matter aside. The stakes are too high 
for that, and the dangers are too great. If there is a tsunami 
warning put out, it will not do to think that it may or may 
not happen — but who is to say? The dangers are too 
great. If God has revealed something, and there are 
tremendous factors involved, then one must do all one can 
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to attain certainty about the matter. All of this brings us to 
our Gospel today, a Gospel selected by the Church for the 
Feast of the Conversion of St Paul the Apostle. Consider 
what our Lord says about the acceptance of his word. He 
says it must be accepted as being true, and on faith — and 
if this acceptance is deliberately and knowingly refused 
then the consequences will be eternal. The issue is reality, 
and being certain of the reality that is involved. “Jesus said 
to them, Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation. Whoever believes and is baptised will be 
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” 
(Mark 16:15-18). So real is all of this, so true, so 
objective, and so absolutely attainable by the human mind, 
that every man and woman will be judged on his 
performance in respect to it. Have you done your best to 
come to know the truth revealed by Jesus Christ — the 
Gospel, that is? The stakes are very high because our Lord 
says that if a person does not believe — meaning, of 
course, in a sense that is culpable — then he will be 
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condemned. It is a solemn teaching about a certainty. Our 
Lord is telling us that what he has revealed is an absolute 
certitude, and that it is very possible to attain personal 
certainty about it. Further, it is morally required of us that 
we do our best to attain this certainty. The incarnate God 
tells us that faith in his word is required of the man who 
hears it, and if this faith is not given, there will have to be 
very good reasons shown. It is the greatest of man’s 
obligations in God’s sight. 

On the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 
we think of one who thought he was certain about Jesus 
Christ and who persecuted him unremittingly. He then, in 
dramatic fashion, came to see that he had been in profound 
error. The fact of religious certainty, and the critical 
importance of attaining certainty about what is revealed, is 
manifest in the conversion, in the life and in the death of St 
Paul the Apostle. He spent his life bearing witness to the 
certitude that is Christ’s revelation, and of the moral 
necessity of every man and woman to be certain about it. 
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This religious certainty, based on faith in God’s word, is 
what can take a person to sanctity and to heaven. 


Second reflection: (Acts 22:3-16) 

Then Paul said: “I am a Jew, bom in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was 
thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as 
zealous for God as any of you are today. I persecuted the 
followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men 
and women and throwing them into prison, as also the high 
priest and all the Council can testify. I even obtained 
letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went 
there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be 
punished. About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly 
a bright light from heaven flashed around me. I fell to the 
ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do 
you persecute me? ’ ‘Who are you, Lord? ’ I asked. ” ‘I am 
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Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting, ’ he replied. 
My companions saw the light, but they did not understand 
the voice of him who was speaking to me. ‘What shall I do, 
Lord? ’ I ashed. ‘Get up, ’ the Lord said, ‘and go into 
Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been 
assigned to do. ’ My companions led me by the hand into 
Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded 
me. A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a 
devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the 
Jews living there. He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother 
Saul, receive your sight! ’ And at that very moment I was 
able to see him. Then he said: ‘The God of our fathers has 
chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One 
and to hear words from his mouth. You will be his witness 
to all men of what you have seen and heard. And now what 
are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your 
sins away, calling on his name. ’ (Acts 22:3-1) 
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Alternative account: (Acts 9:1-22) 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous 
threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high 
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to 
the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 
prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his 
journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” 
Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting, ” he 
replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be 
told what you must do. ” The men travelling with Saul 
stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 
see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by 
the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and 
did not eat or drink anything. In Damascus there was a 
disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
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vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. The Lord 
told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 
In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 
place his hands on him to restore his sight. ” “Lord, ” 
Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this 
man and all the harm he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the 
chief priests to arrest all who call on your name. ” But the 
Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen 
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their 
kings and before the people of Israel. I will show him how 
much he must suffer for my name. ” Then Anan ias went to 
the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord — Jesus, who appeared to 
you on the road as you were coming here — has sent me so 
that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit. ” 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul ’s eyes, 
and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and 
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after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul 
spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once 
he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son 
of God. All those who heard him were astonished and 
asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem 
among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come 
here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” Yet 
Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews 
living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. 
(Acts 9:1-22) 

Conversion Conversion is often considered simply 
as a turning away from sin. It is this, of course, but the 
sense of conversion as a turning away from falsehood to 
the truth is often completely forgotten. When we speak of 
the conversion of St Paul (Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22), 
we must not think primarily of his turning away from the 
darkness of sin as from the darkness of error. He regarded 
Jesus as an impostor and rejected the claim that he was the 
Messiah, let alone the Lord (God). Accordingly he fought 
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the Church and its claims about Jesus. His conversion was 
a triumph of the truth due to the power of grace, and it 
shows the priority of the truth in God’s action and in 
human endeavour. It also shows what havoc error brings, 
because it was due to his errors that St Paul was doing such 
damage to the Church. We ought pray not only that we 
will constantly turn away from sin, but also that we will 
know how to constantly perceive and shun doctrinal error. 
The conversion of St Paul also bears witness to a very 
specific truth to which St Paul was converted. For many 
years now we have heard in one form or another the cry: 
Christ yes, the Church no! That is to say, many are quite 
prepared to accept Christ but wish to reject the Church. In 
the conversion of St Paul, Christ identifies himself with the 
Church and asks Saul why he is persecuting him. “I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, and you are persecuting me.” Saul’s 
rejection of, and attack on the Church, are actions directed 
against the Person of Jesus. The truth is that the Church 
has a mysterious identification with the divine Person of 
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Jesus while remaining a very human community. The 
Church is the spouse of Christ, and is one mystical Body 
with him. The Church is his creation. Furthermore, if the 
Church is rejected, then its teaching about Christ is rejected 
to a greater or lesser extent. All too often the result of the 
cry: the Church, no! is that the truth of Christ is in effect 
rejected, abandoned, lost. If we wish to give our yes to 
Christ, we must give it to the Church, for the revealed truth 
about Christ comes from what is uttered and taught by the 
Church. 

Paul attacked and harassed the Church because of its 
teaching on Christ. Christ’s intervention and encounter 
with Paul led to his conversion to the doctrine not only of 
Christ but of the Church. Fie saw that the Church is the 
body of Christ - that what was done to the Church was 
done to Christ. Let us use the thought of the conversion of 
St Paul to renew our commitment to the truth of Christ and 
his Church. 



3548 


Vb»©«dv 





3549 


Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
(February 2) 

(February 2) Presentation of the Lord At the end of the 
fourth century, a woman named Etheria made a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. Her journal, discovered in 1887, gives an 
unprecedented glimpse of liturgical life there. Among the 
celebrations she describes is the Epiphany (January 6), the 
observance of Christ’s birth, and the gala procession in 
honour of his Presentation in the Temple 40 days later — 
February 15. (Under the Mosaic Law, a woman was 
ritually “unclean” for 40 days after childbirth, when she 
was to present herself to the priests and offer sacrifice — 
her “purification.” Contact with anyone who had brushed 
against mystery — birth or death — excluded a person 
from Jewish worship.) This feast emphasizes Jesus’ first 
appearance in the Temple more than Mary’s purification. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
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Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, we humbly implore 
your majesty that, just as your Only Begotten Son was 
presented on this day in the Temple in the substance of our 
flesh, so, by your grace, we may be presented to you with 
minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 24:7-10; 

Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 

When the time of their purification according to the 
Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took 
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written 
in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 
consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in 
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of 
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doves or two young pigeons. ” Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 
for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, 
as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel. ” The child’s father and mother marvelled at what 
was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 
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too. ” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and 
then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
(Luke 2:22-40) 

Prophecy Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all 

report John the Baptist’s prophetic mission. It was not 
merely to speak of certain features of the coming One (as 
had, say, Deutero- Isaiah in 52:13-53:12, and various of the 
prophets), nor merely to speak of his coming as imminent, 
but to point him out and to speak in precise terms of his 
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Messianic mission. In this, precisely as prophet, John 
attained a level greater than those who had preceded him. 
Appearing only at the threshold of Christ’s work, he may 
be seen as the last and greatest of the Old Testament 
prophets, one who recognized and proclaimed Jesus as the 
Messiah, Redeemer and Lord. Jesus is “the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world,” who “baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit,” and who “is the Son of God” (John 1:29- 
34). Indeed, the Old Testament prophetic tradition reached 
its summit in John, who proclaimed the Gospel in simple 
outline. He is a signal embodiment of the beauty and 
grandeur of the era of the Old Testament, and his prophetic 
utterances cast light on the true meaning of what went 
before him. Christ himself would give that meaning its 
definitive clarity. But now, it must be remembered that 
John is not the only “prophet” coming out of the Old 
Testament to have borne witness to Jesus. While all four 
Gospels, including Luke, make clear the fact and the 
importance of John’s prophetic designation of Jesus, Luke 
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in particular shows that other prophetic witnesses coming 
out of the Old Testament also pointed specifically to Jesus. 
This brings us to our Gospel passage today for the Feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord (Luke 2:22-40). We are not 
told the age of Simeon but we get the impression of an 
elderly man. It had been revealed to him that he would not 
see death till he had seen the Messiah, and when he did see 
him he was ready to depart from this life. It suggests a full 
life behind him. Anna was an elderly woman — we are 
told this. That is to say, both lived in the Old Testament 
era and are magnificent representatives of it. They are led 
by the Holy Spirit to utter things on God’s behalf to certain 
others — Simeon to Mary and Joseph, and Anna to others 
in Jerusalem. They are, then, minor prophets - Anna being 
formally recognized as a “prophetess.” They both declare 
the Child to be Messiah and Redeemer. 

What we have in our passage today, though appearing 
in the New Testament, are two prophetic figures who really 
belong to the Old Testament. Like John, but some thirty 
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years before him, they declare on God’s behalf and under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit the Messianic status and 
mission of Jesus. Like John, they may be said to cast a 
light on the true meaning of the Old Testament and its 
prophecies. They bring it forward and narrow its focus and 
gaze. They raise the hand of the Old Testament and extend 
its finger in order to point in one direction, the direction of 
the Child Jesus. They say, on behalf of the Inspired 
Writings — its Law, its Prophets and its Psalms — “There 
is the One!” Nor are Simeon and Anna the only ones who 
do this. Elizabeth the mother of John the Baptist, and 
Zechariah his father, also come out of and represent the 
Old Testament. They too utter prophecy under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Elizabeth, filled with the 
Holy Spirit” exclaims “with a loud cry” things about Mary 
and the fruit of her womb (Luke 1:41-45). Zechariah, 
filled with the Holy Spirit “prophesied” about John (1:67) 
and implicitly about Jesus. The point I am making is that 
we ought see the intervention of both Simeon and Anna in 
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our Gospel today, following in the line of Elizabeth and 
Zechariah before them, as Luke’s point that in them the 
Old Testament bears witness to Jesus as Christ and 
Redeemer. Luke is not a Jew — all are agreed on this. But 
he presents this information in his Infancy Narrative and in 
doing so connects even more deeply the two Testaments, 
fie helps us unite them in the Person of Jesus Christ. There 
is a further point to be observed in the testimony of both 
Simeon and Anna the prophetess. Both are saints. Both 
are persons of high moral, spiritual and religious character. 
Both are led by the Spirit of God. As a result, they are 
singularly ready, disposed and equipped for the recognition 
of Jesus as the Messiah and Redeemer, and are able to be 
led to proclaim him. In them we are reminded that a good 
moral ethos is normally required for recognition of and 
faith in Jesus Christ. It is the good person who is normally 
able to judge and apprehend the good and the true. How 
we live will affect our spiritual perception. 
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Let us ponder our beautiful Gospel passage today 
within the broad context of the entire Scriptures. The 
Scriptures manifest a growing crescendo of prophecy: he is 
coming, the long-awaited One! The Messiah will come and 
he will do what God intends for us! Finally the bell tolls, 
and certain persons from the era of the priests, prophets 
and kings step forward under the inspiration of the same 
Holy Spirit and declare: There he is! Jesus is the One. 
With that, Christ comes forward as our Redeemer and our 
God. Let us treasure all that comes from God which helps 
us appreciate the One in whom is given every heavenly 
blessing, Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Second reflection: (Luke 2:22-40) 

Our Consecration Our Lord is brought to the 
Temple by Mary and Joseph as their ‘first-born,’ to 
consecrate him as God’s own possession. There is the 
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encounter with Simeon and Anna who, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, bear witness to the Child’s uniqueness and his 
divine mission. He will be the salvation of all the nations, 
the glory of Israel, and a sign that would be rejected (Luke 
2:22-40). In the consecration to God of Jesus our 
Redeemer, unique in all of human history in terms of his 
Person and his mission, we have the model for every 
human being. That is to say, in his presentation and 
consecration to God we are all reminded of how we too are 
called to be consecrated to God, and of how we who are 
baptised are in fact consecrated to God. We were 
presented and consecrated to God in our baptism and 
empowered further to live out this consecration through the 
grace that is available to us in the Sacraments. We were 
thus configured more and more to the Person of Christ, 
such that he now lives in us and we in him. At his 
presentation in the Temple our Lord was not only made 
over to God his Father, but his mission and his sufferings 
were announced. The shadow of the Cross fell across him 
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and across his mother — his mother representing his entire 
mystical body, the Church. It was through his obedient 
endurance of the Cross that the world was redeemed. 

At our Baptism and in our reception of the Sacraments 
we too are launched along the path which Christ our 
Redeemer followed, and so the Cross casts its shadow 
across us too. By our Baptism we are in Jesus, and Mary 
our Mother is with us too, just as she was with him. Let us 
pray for the grace to embrace the Cross, for the fruitfulness 
of our life will come through the Cross, just as was the case 
in the life of him who is our Master. On this feast of the 
Presentation let us renew our consecration to God in Christ, 
and set out to live it daily in company with the first and 
greatest of all Christians, Mary our Mother. 
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Feast of the Chair of the Apostle Peter 
(February 22) 

(February 22) The Chair of the Apostle Peter This feast 
brings to mind the mission of teacher and pastor conferred 
by Christ on Peter, and continued in an unbroken line down 
to the present Pope. We celebrate the unity of the Church, 
founded upon the Apostle, and renew our assent to the 
magisterium of the Roman Pontiff, extended both to truths 
which are solemnly defined “ex cathedra” and to all the 
acts of the ordinary magisterium. 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 22:32 The Lord says to Simon 
Peter: I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail, 
and, once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that no tempests 
may disturb us, for you have set us fast on the rock of the 
Apostle Peter’s confession of faith. Through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 23:1-6; 

Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 
is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. ” 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. ” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but 
by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. ” (Matthew 16:13-19) 
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The Church I have read Protestant commentaries 
on Matthew 16:18 — that verse in which our Lord 
designates Simon as the Rock of his Church. One such 
commentator stated that “it is arguably the one verse that 
fundamentally divides the Roman Catholic Church from 
Protestants”. Catholics believe, he declares, that “Jesus 
especially honours Peter’s office and person here”. 
Whereas there are “the Eastern Orthodox and Protestants, 
who believe that Jesus especially honours Peter’s faith and 
confession” . He also acknowledges that while most 
Evangelicals hold that Peter’ s faith is the rock, a number of 
evangelicals hold that Simon himself is the rock. What 
they do not allow is a permanent succession in Peter’s 
office as the rock — they declare this not to be found in 
Scripture. What is to be said of all this? Now, many 
Protestants presume that the Catholic position on the 
apostolic succession in Simon Peter’s office as the rock of 
the Church is based simply on an analysis of this scriptural 
text. But no. It has to be understood that in the tenets of his 
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Faith, the Catholic bases himself not on his interpretation 
of Scriptural passages, but on the Church’s firm and 
dogmatic teaching — and at times the Church’s dogmatic 
teaching can be precisely on the meaning of certain 
passages from Scripture. The Second Vatican Council in 
its Dogmatic Constitution on the Church states that “In 
order that the episcopate itself might be one and undivided, 
Jesus placed blessed Peter over the other apostles, and 
instituted in him a permanent and viable source and 
foundation of the unity of faith and fellowship” (no. 18). 
This magisterial statement declares that Christ was 
instituting a “permanent and viable” office that is passed 
on in the papacy, and also, of course, it highlights Peter’s 
personal headship within the college of the Apostles. Let us 
consider the elements of this. Firstly, regarding the 
personal headship of Simon Peter within the Apostolic 
college - this was accepted in the early Church. To give 
but one example, Tertullian, quoting Matthew 16:18-19, 
states: “What kind of man are you, subverting and 
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changing what was the manifest intent of the Lord when he 
conferred this personally upon Peter? Upon you, he says, I 
will build my Church; and I will give to you the keys” 
{Modesty: 21:9-10). 

But then, regarding the office of the Bishop of Rome 
precisely as Successor of Peter the rock of the Church, this 
matter too is clear in the Church’s teaching. In the First 
Vatican Council, held under Pope Pius IX between 1869 
and 1870, we find statements summarising all the past 
teachings of the Church on this subject. For instance, “For 
the fathers of the Fourth Council of Constantinople, 
following closely in the footsteps of their predecessors, 
made this solemn profession: “The first condition of 
salvation is to keep the norm of the true faith. For it is 
impossible that the words of Our Lord Jesus Christ who 
said, ‘You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 
Church’ (Matt. 16:18), should not be verified. And their 
truth has been proved by the course of history, for in the 
Apostolic See the Catholic religion has always been kept 
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unsullied, and its teaching kept holy.” The same Vatican 
Council also declares, “For they fully realized that this See 
of St. Peter always remains untainted by any error, 
according to the divine promise of Our Lord and Saviour 
made to the prince of His disciples, ‘I have prayed for you, 
that your faith may not fail; and do you, when once you 
have turned again, strengthen your brethren’ (Luke 
22:32).” Again, the Vatican Council states, “Now this 
charism of truth of never-failing faith was conferred upon 
St. Peter and his successors in this Chair, in order that they 
might perform their supreme office for the salvation of all.” 
These passages from the First Vatican Council remind us 
that the Pope is essential for the Church’s preservation in 
the revealed truth of Christ. Without the Pope, let alone in 
opposition to him, the Church cannot exercise her infallible 
proclamation of the truth of Christ. In union with his ex 
cathedra teaching, the episcopate of the Church, and 
indeed the whole Church, is preserved in the Truth. Thus it 
is that papal infallibility is one of the great differences 
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between Catholicism and Protestantism, but it is not based 
simply on an exegesis of Matthew 16:18 by various 
Scripture scholars. In the Catholic understanding, 
Revelation is accessed through Scripture, but not through 
Scripture alone. It is accessed in Holy Scripture and what 
the Church calls her Tradition. 

John Henry Newman, the eminent Anglican divine of 
the first decades of the nineteenth century, entered the 
Catholic Church not on the basis of his interpretation of 
Matthew 16:18. He entered it because it became clear to 
him that the Catholic Church alone was the Church of the 
Patristic era, which itself was the Church of the New 
Testament. He stood for the teaching that the Church, 
which was founded by Jesus Christ, subsists in the Catholic 
Church of the ages, and which is in communion with the 
Successor of Peter. What our text today reminds us of is 
that we ought love the Church because Christ loves her. 
The Church is his mystical body and spouse - and he is her 
divine Bridegroom. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 16:13-19) 

The Chair Today we celebrate the ‘cathedra’ of 
Peter, the Chair from which he teaches and guides the 
Church. That is to say, we celebrate Peter’s spiritual 
authority ever present in the Church. When we consider 
our Lord’s astonishing words in today’s Gospel passage 
(Matthew 16:13-19), a passage selected by the Church 
because of today’s feast, the thought of the disunity within 
Christendom bears on our minds. A major point of this 
disunity is precisely over the authority granted by Christ to 
Peter and his successors. That authority is very great, 
signalling what is and will be ratified in heaven itself. The 
Catholic Faith interprets our Lord’s words at their face 
value and gives to Peter and his successors a pivotal role in 
the life of the Church: they wield the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven. Very many martyrs have given their lives for 
the Catholic doctrine of the papal primacy. We think of the 
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great English martyrs, St John Fisher, St Thomas More, St 
Edmund Campion, and so many others. They died because 
they would not give way in respect to the spiritual authority 
of the Pope. All this means that we, in our turn, ought 
integrate well and wholeheartedly the doctrine of the 
Church on the papal magisterium, bringing to it a personal 
love for the Pope as well. The Church invites us to pray 
for the intentions of the Pope frequently. When it comes to 
gaining plenary indulgences, prayer for the Pope’s 
intentions is a basic requisite. I suspect that many 
Catholics rarely pray for the Pope’s intentions, and this 
neglect cannot be pleasing to God. 

Let us set ourselves the challenge of so referring to 
the Pope and his universal ministry, that others outside the 
Fold will come instinctively to respect and love the Pope as 
well. In the Pope we see the chief representative of Christ, 
a true instrument of his grace in this our secular world. 
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Feast of St Patrick (March 17) 

(March 17) St Patrick, bishop Bom in Great Britain (or 
perhaps Scotland), as a youth he was taken captive to 
Ireland as a slave and worked as a herdsman. After making 
his escape he wished to become a priest and after being 
made Bishop for Ireland he was untiring in preaching the 
Gospel and he converted many to the Catholic Faith. In 
addition he organized the Church throughout Ireland. It is 
believed that he died in 461, and was buried at 
Downpatrick. He would have been a contemporary of 
Pope Leo the Great. 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 103 (102):2-3 Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and never forget all his benefits; it is he who forgives 
all your sins. 

Collect Rejoicing in this annual celebration of our Lenten 
observance, we pray, O Lord, that, with our hearts set on 
the paschal mysteries, we may be gladdened by their full 
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effects. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : (Australia, Solemnity): Jeremiah 1:4-9; 
Acts 13:46-49; Lk 10:1-12 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 
sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 
where he was about to go. He told them, The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet 
anyone on the road. When you enter a house, first say, 
‘Peace to this house. ’ If a man of peace is there, your 
peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. Stay in 
that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for 
the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 
house to house. When you enter a town and are welcomed, 
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eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and 
tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you. ’ But when you 
enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and 
say, ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we 
wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 
God is near. ’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on that 
day for Sodom than for that town. (Luke 10:1-12) 

Love for Christ Klemens von Metternich (1773- 
1859), Napoleon’s greatest foe and shrewdest observer, 
summarized Bonaparte’s religion as follows: “Napoleon 
was not irreligious in the ordinary sense of the word. He 
would not admit that there had ever existed a genuine 
atheist; he condemned Deism as the result of rash 
speculation. A Christian and a Catholic, he recognized in 
religion alone the right to govern human societies. He 
looked on Christianity as the basis of all real civilization; 
and considered Catholicism as the form of worship most 
favourable to the maintenance of order and the true 
tranquillity of the moral world; Protestantism as a source of 
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trouble and disagreements.” Mettemich also went on to 
say that for Napoleon, “no man .... was guided or could be 
guided by any other motive than that of interest” — it was 
only the dreamer who was chiefly guided by virtue and 
honour. During his final exile (1815-1821) on the remote 
island of St Helena where he died of bowel cancer, 
Napoleon observed to Count Montholon that “Alexander, 
Caesar, Charlemagne and I myself have founded great 
empires; but upon what did these creations of our genius 
depend? Upon force. Jesus alone founded his empire upon 
love, and to this very day millions will die for him. Across 
a chasm of eighteen hundred years, Jesus Christ makes a 
demand which is beyond all others difficult to satisfy.... 
He asks for the human heart; He will have it entirely to 
Himself. He demands it unconditionally; and forthwith His 
demand is granted. Wonderful! In defiance of time and 
space, the soul of man, with all its powers and faculties, 
becomes an annexation to the empire of Christ. All who 
sincerely believe in Him, experience that remarkable, 
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supernatural love toward Him. This phenomenon is 
unaccountable; it is altogether beyond the scope of man’s 

creative powers.This it is which proves to me quite 

convincingly the Divinity of Jesus Christ.” This is a well- 
known statement, and was used, for instance, by Henry P. 
Liddon in his Bampton Lectures of 1866 on the Divinity of 
Jesus Christ (Rivingtons, 1867). In his will Napoleon 
professed to “die in the Apostolical Roman religion.” 
Well, the point here is that his remarks highlight the power 
of Jesus Christ over the hearts of countless generations. 

This brings us to our subject today — which is Patrick 
the Roman-Briton (who may have been Welsh or Scottish), 
who evangelized the Irish. His was a truly remarkable life. 
His dates cannot be firmly determined, but I think most 
would place his ministry as occurring during the second 
half of the fifth century. If so, he may have been a 
contemporary of the pontificate of Pope Leo the Great, 
who, we remember, met Attila the Hun and convinced him 
to turn away from Rome. The century was a time of 
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disaster and instability both internally and externally for 
the Western Roman Empire, which finally broke down in 
the last quarter. It was the beginning of the so-called Dark 
Ages, a long period following the collapse of the Western 
Roman Empire under the barbarian onslaught, a period 
witnessing the attacks and the settlement of barbarian 
hordes. Britain was subject to the same pressures — 
including raids by pirates and others from Ireland. The 
young Patrick was taken in one such raid, and was 
profoundly blessed in the process for it was there that he 
came to know God and Jesus Christ in a profound and 
living way. This is the point to be noticed: he came to 
know and love Jesus Christ. JJe is an outstanding instance 
of what the man-of-the-world Napoleon was talking about. 
Patrick was so profoundly enamoured of the Person of 
Jesus Christ that, having escaped, he returned and went on 
to devote himself to the religious life, to the priesthood, 
and returned to the Irish for a remarkable life of 
evangelization. The point, though, is that at the heart of 
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this story was the love that reigned in the heart of Patrick 
for the Person of Jesus Christ. Indeed, one may see Patrick 
as one of the early examples of what would become the 
real glory and beauty of the “Dark Ages.” Indeed, his life 
may be seen as spear-heading the missionary counter¬ 
offensive of the Church which led finally to the emergence 
of Christian Europe. The real romance of the Dark Ages 
was the Church’s spiritual counter-attack and final victory 
over the hordes. Earlier, it had taken the infant Church 
some 325 years (to Constantine) to convert the Roman 
Empire amid tremendous sufferings. By the life-time of 
Patrick the Roman Empire was disintegrating under the 
attacks of the hordes. By 476 AD (less than 20 years after 
Patrick’s death), when Odoacer deposed the Emperor 
Romulus, the Western Roman Empire wielded negligible 
military, political, or financial power over the scattered 
Western domains that could still be described as Roman. 
Some 325 years later (800 AD) Charlemagne, at the height 
of his power, was crowned "emperor" by Pope Leo III on 
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Christmas Day at Old St. Peter's Basilica. Charlemagne 
united most of Western Europe for the first time since the 
Roman Empire, and Christian Europe was on the horizon. 
Mention was made of Bonaparte. A military and 
administrative genius, he turned the chaos of revolutionary 
France into an engine for his own military conquest of 
Europe. Well, the Church had achieved something parallel 
in the spiritual order for Christ during the “Dark Ages” a 
thousand years earlier. Out of the material, social and 
economic chaos of the Roman Empire there had appeared a 
great spiritual phalanx — Patrick being a shining example 
— that went on to conquer. 

That phalanx was the missionary Church, led by 
monks, missionaries and saints who went forth during the 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth centuries to the 
invaders and their peoples to announce Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ eventually conquered, as he had conquered the 
Roman Empire before. Christian Europe came into being, 
as had Christian Ireland before it — Ireland perhaps 
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leading the way because of Patrick. Patrick loved Jesus 
Christ, and imparted this love to his adopted land. All of 
this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 10:1-12): “the 
Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 
two ahead of him to every town and place where he was 
about to go. He told them, The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending 
you out like lambs among wolves.” Let us hear that call, 
inspired by love for Jesus Christ, after the example of the 
great Patrick. 


Vb»©«dv 





3578 


Solemnity of St Joseph, Husband of Mary 
(March 19) 

(March 19) Saint Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is considered the second greatest saint, next to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, because of his humility and 
closeness to Jesus as the foster father of our Lord. 
Scripture tells us that Joseph was just, pure, gentle, 
prudent, and unfailingly obedient to the divine will. He 
died in the presence of Jesus and Mary. We wish to imitate 
him by renewing our desire to be faithful. We know that 
the only meaning of our life is to be faithful to the Lord till 
the last day as Joseph was. Blessed Pius IX named him 
Patron of the Universal Church Saint John XXIII included 
his name in the Roman Canon and Pope Francis included it 
in the other three Eucharistic Prayers. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 12:42 Behold, a faithful and 
prudent steward, whom the Lord set over his household. 
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Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that by Saint 
Joseph’s intercession your Church may constantly watch 
over the unfolding of the mysteries of human salvation, 
whose beginnings you entrusted to his faithful care. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 1214a, 16; Psalm 89:2- 
5, 27 and 29; Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 
18-21,24a or Luke2:41-51a 

Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 
Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ. Now this 
is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 
unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of 
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the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into 
your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child 
has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are 
to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. ” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home. 
(Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a) 

The sensus fidelium on Joseph In 1534 St 

Thomas More’s daughter Margaret Roper wrote to Alice 
Alington, and in her letter she narrates at length her 
conversation with her eminent father — soon to be 
martyred. She had urged upon him the point that “so many 
so good men and so well learned before you” had taken the 
oath. So he had good reason “to change your own 
conscience”. In his considered response, More made a 
striking point that is perennially relevant to the whole 
range of Christian belief far beyond the particular issue for 
which he died. He refused to allow that “any particular law 
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made anywhere, other than by the general council or by a 
general faith grown by the working of God universally 
through all Christian nations: nor other authority other than 
these twain ... made the understanding of the Scriptures 
doubtful”. This was nearly three and a half centuries 
before the proclamation of the dogma of papal infallibility. 
Therefore More stressed the authority of General Councils. 
But the detail to be noticed here is More’s reference to the 
authority of “a general faith grown by the working of God 
through all Christian nations.” He had understood the 
fundamental importance of the sense of the faith possessed 
by the Church’s faithful at large, apart from declarations by 
the Church’s episcopate gathered in Council and in union 
with the Apostolic See of Rome. More’s point is similar to 
the dictum of St Augustine, that “Quapropter securus 
iudicat orbis terrarum” — the whole world judges securely 
(against one portion). It was this statement of Augustine, 
quoted by Wiseman in an article in The Dublin Review 
(July 1839), which would set John Henry Newman’s 
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course towards the Church of Rome. It thereafter provided 
for Newman a fundamental theological perspective on the 
Church. This sense of the faith possessed by the Church’s 
faithful (sensus fidelium ) — a gift of the Holy Spirit — 
preserves the Church from error, the “Church” being those 
in communion with the See of St Peter. Thomas More had 
seen clearly that England was separating from the Church 
universal and therefore in error. The infallible indicators of 
this were the declarations of “the general council” or the 
“general faith grown by the working of God universally 
through all Christian nations”. 

I mention all this, not to discuss St Thomas More and 
his remarkable perception, but for one purpose. It is to 
highlight the importance of the sense of the faith possessed 
by the Church’s faithful — the sensus fidelium. It has 
many bearings on belief and practice, but one is precisely 
the great saint whom we celebrate today. Today the 
Church celebrates the high holiness of the obscure Joseph, 
husband of Mary. We are blessed to have references to 
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him in the Gospels, though they are not extensive. He is 
mentioned in Matthew’s Infancy account — and this is our 
Gospel passage today (Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a). He is 
also included in Luke’s infancy account (Luke 2). 
Matthew states that he was a “righteous man” — and 
inasmuch as the statement is inspired, it is a declaration by 
the Holy Spirit. This divine praise of him, together with 
his privilege of having been chosen by God to be the 
foster-father of Jesus and the spouse of the Virgin Mother, 
are the foundations of the honour paid to St. Joseph by the 
Church. The Church’s sense of what must have been the 
case in regard to Joseph led to the flowering of an 
understanding of St Joseph especially (though not only) 
during the course of the second millennium. It was given 
impetus by such persons as St. Bernard, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, St. Gertrude (d. 1310), St. Bridget of Sweden (d. 
1373), St. Vincent Ferrer (d. 1419), Peter d’Ailly (d. 1420), 
St. Bernadine of Siena (d. 1444), and Jean de Charlier de 
Gerson (d. 1429). But it was when the Popes acted that St 
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Joseph came truly into his own in the universal Church. 
Sixtus IV (1471-84) placed his day in the Roman Calendar 
(19 March), and from then on the contemplation of him 
flowered in the Church. St Joseph’s day was raised to the 
rank of a double of the second class by Clement XI (1700- 
21), and in 1726 Pope Benedict XIII inserted the name into 
the Litany of the Saints. A wonderful popularity emerged 
during the nineteenth century. One of the first acts (in 
1847) of Pope Pius IX was to extend to the whole Church 
the feast of the Patronage (of St Joseph). In December, 
1870, he solemnly declared the Holy Patriarch Joseph to be 
patron of the Universal Church, and enjoined that his feast 
(19 March) should be celebrated as a double of the first 
class (without octave, on account of Lent). The Popes that 
have succeeded Pius IX have followed suit. The story of 
Joseph in the Church’s life is an instance of the great 
importance of the sensus fidelium for knowing securely the 
implications of what has been divinely revealed. 
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With the aid of the Church’s sense of the faith, which 
includes, is sanctioned and is crystallized by her formal 
teaching, we are able to understand more profoundly and 
amply the implications of the Gospel passages that refer to 
this hidden and holy man. Saints and doctors of the 
Church have urged the faithful to “Go to Joseph!” Imagine 
how our Lady would have gone to Joseph for her needs, as 
would have the boy Jesus. Let us do the same. Let us 
cultivate a deep devotion to Joseph, recognizing with the 
mind of the Church his high sanctity as one who, more than 
any other of the Faithful, was intimate with Jesus and 
Mary. Together they constituted the holiest trio 
imaginable. Let us abide in their company then, and make 
them our constant model. 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a) 

Joseph Had the husband of Mary not been 

mentioned in the Gospels — which is to say, had he not 
received the unique though hidden vocation that was his — 
he would have come and gone utterly unknown to history. 
His life was passed in obscurity as an ordinary (though 
very good) artisan in a tiny village that had a poor 
reputation anyway. That his village had a poor reputation 
we know from the remark of Nathanael when he was told 
of Jesus. Joseph was married to Mary and was a 
carpenter-builder in the town of Nazareth. Their family 
included one child, Jesus. There was nothing notable about 
the kinds of things Joseph spent his life doing, except that 
he did them very well and with an extraordinary love for 
God. He lived an ordinary life, but lived with immense 
holiness and an unparalled intimacy with Jesus the Son of 
God and with Mary the Mother of God. He is the shining 
instance in history of the grandeur of the ordinary life. One 
saint used to refer to the donkey at the wheel. All day 
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every day the donkey went round and round pulling, and 
the water supply of the entire village kept coming as a 
result. The whole village depended on that donkey and its 
humdrum activity. We learn from the life of Joseph the 
possibilities of the common lot of what we might call 
Everyman. You and I and most of us are an Everyman. 
Our daily round is usually fairly repetitive, and when one 
looks at the mere detail in our everyday life, that detail 
seems to be very unimportant. The temptation is to think 
that a life filled with seemingly unimportant detail is an 
unimportant life, a life that is “commonplace” and 
therefore insignificant. But the life of Joseph, the husband 
of Mary, shows us that this is not so. There is no need to 
aspire to a life that is on a par with that of the widely 
known person, or the person possessing power or wealth or 
great talent. Such people gain fame. Their daily round is 
spoken about, and is therefore considered significant. It 
may be significant, but so is the life of the one who is 
unknown and regarded as of little importance by society. 
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The point is, that whatever be the set of circumstances 
the providence of God places us in, however “ordinary” it 
seems, it can be transformed into something grand in the 
sight of God. It will be a life of grandeur if it is 
characterised by a loving commitment to one’s daily duty 
and work, a commitment lived out by a careful attention to 
the detail in one’s God-given responsibilities. Joseph is the 
model for Everyman. Let us today cultivate a devotion to 
St Joseph the husband of Mary. “Go to Joseph” was the 
advice of one saint. Let us ask our Lord and our Lady for a 
share in their love for Joseph. He is the protector of the 
universal Church, and therefore our protector too. 
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Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord 
(March 25) 

(March 25) The Annunciation was the moment when St. 
Gabriel the Archangel told Mary she would be the Mother 
of the Son of God. Mary, also a daughter of God, gave her 
“Fiat” (Be it done), by which she conceived the Saviour by 
the working of the Holy Spirit. Christians can always find 
meaning in this dialogue in which our Lady appears to us 
so humble yet so great. Through her consent to God’s 
plans, she took part in the whole redemptive work of her 
Son, Jesus. We venerate her as the Mother of Christ and 
our Mother. 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 10:5, 7 The Lord said, as he 
entered the world: Behold, I come to do your will, O God. 

Collect O God, who willed that your Word should take on 
the reality of human flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary, 
grant, we pray, that we, who confess our Redeemer to be 
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God and man, may merit to become partakers even in his 
divine nature. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14. 8:10; Psalm 39; 
Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. The angel went to her and said, Hail, you who 
are full of grace! The Lord is with you. Mary was greatly 
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. But the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, 
Mary, you have found favour with God. You will be with 
child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 
his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; his kingdom will never end. How will this be, 
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Mary asked the angel, since I am a virgin? The angel 
answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth 
month. For nothing is impossible with God. I am the 
Lord’s servant, Mary answered. May it be to me as you 
have said. Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary Consider the biblical accounts of God’s 
interventions to address certain chosen or favoured ones. 
God addresses Adam with a command : “You may eat 
freely of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for on the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.” His next word to him 
was simply, “Where are you?” (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:9). In 
speaking to Noah, God commands : “Make yourself an ark 
of gopher wood” (Genesis 6:13-14). In his call to 
Abraham, God commands : “Go from your country and 
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your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. And I will make of you a great nation” (Genesis 
12:1-2). When God spoke to Moses from the Burning 
Bush, it was a command: “Moses, Moses! .... Do not come 
near; put off your shoes from your feet .... Come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh” (Exodus 3: 4-10). When God calls 
the boy Samuel, he simply informs him of his plan to 
punish the house of Eli (1 Samuel 3:4-14). At the call of 
the prophet Isaiah, God asks “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Isaiah answers, “Here I am, send me.” 
God answers, “Go, and say to this people ...” (Isaiah 6:8-9). 
It is a simple command. At the call of Jeremiah the 
prophet, we read God saying, “Before I formed you in the 
womb ... I appointed you a prophet to the nations .... But 
you, gird up your loins; arise, and say to them everything 
that I command you” (Jeremiah 1: 5.17). God calls and he 
commands. The call of Ezechiel the prophet is preceded by 
visions of the glory of God. When he saw this, he fell 
upon his face and heard the voice of the one speaking 



3593 


(Ezechiel 1:28). Then God commands : “Son of man, stand 
upon your feet ... Son of man, I send you to the people of 
Israel ... and you shall say to them...” (Ezechiel 2:1-5). 
There is the occasional exception to this pattern of mere 
command — for instance, there is the call of Gideon. We 
read that when the people of Israel cried to the Lord for 
help against Midian, the Angel of the Lord came to 
Gideon. He said to him, “The Lord is with you, you 
mighty man of valour” (Judges 6:12). He begins with 
assurance and praise. Then “the Lord turned to him and 
said, ‘Go in this might of yours and deliver Israel from the 
hand of Midian; do not I send you? ... I will be with you 
and you shall smite the Midianites’” (Judges 6:12-16). 

With this general background and general impression 
of God’s manner of address to his chosen ones, let us 
notice the address of the Angel to the obscure virgin Mary 
in Nazareth. It is noted for respect and praise. “Hail, you 
who are full of grace! The Lord is with you.” Mary is 
addressed as kecharitdmene , which is translated in the 
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Douay-Rheims and other Catholic versions as “full of 
grace” and in the Vulgate Latin as “gratia plena .” The 
perfect tense in Greek is a past tense with a special 
meaning: it is used to refer to a past action which has 
effects felt in the present. Her being full of grace is a past 
state brought to the present. Of course, she is full of grace 
in the sense of grace which she has received, not in the 
sense of grace which she has to bestow. God has endowed 
her already with a fulness of grace, and accordingly the 
Angel addresses her with the most profound respect. 
Gideon was addressed as a man of valour after having been 
assured that the Lord was with him. The Angel begins by 
addressing Mary as having already been fully graced by 
God — then he tells her that the Lord is with her. So 
stunning was this entry into the conversation, that we read 
that Mary was “troubled.” The Angel reassures her: “Do 
not fear, Mary. You have found favour with God.” Again, 
it is a statement of Mary’s standing before God: God 
delights in her. This is fulsome praise from heaven, and it 
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is difficult to find its like in the Old Testament. We are in 
the presence of a special Woman, and the Angel’s address 
indicates this. It is plain that Luke is recording the sanction 
of heaven on the high holiness of Mary — there is no hint 
of sin in her now or in the past. There is only grace to the 
full, and God’s favour and presence to her. So in the 
annunciation by the Angel of the coming of the Messiah, 
we are introduced to a uniquely special Woman — whom 
the Fathers of the Church would see as the New Eve. In 
the Book of Genesis, the Serpent engages with the Woman, 
and through her seduces the Man. In the Gospel of St 
Luke, the Angel engages with the new Woman, the new 
Eve, and then turns to refer to the Man who is coming, the 
new Adam — the promised Messiah. Ele is to be her son. 
So it is that our gaze is now directed to the Child whom the 
Woman will bear. “You will be with child and give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. Ele will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High” 
(Luke 1:26-38). 
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Our passage today is, of course, principally about the 
Messiah. The Angel had been sent by God to announce to 
Mary God’s plan. It is magnificent news, the long-awaited 
moment. “The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; his kingdom will never end.” At the same time, the 
Angel reveals the illustrious standing before God of this 
obscure maid, and all generations will call her blessed — 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Let us daily repeat the Angel’s 
words: “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” 
Let us add to these what Elizabeth would proclaim under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” By Christ’s 
gift, Mary is our Mother and our Model. She leads us to 
her divine Son. 
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Second Reflection: (Luke 1:26-38) 

The Annunciation The Gospel scene we place 
ourselves in today is one of the most simple and obscure, 
and yet one of the most momentous in the entire sweep of 
Scripture. It marks the culmination of the hope of Israel 
for the coming Messiah: it relates his coming. With the 
consent of the Virgin and the departure of the angel, the 
Messiah has arrived. Many aspects of this event we could 
dwell on at length, but let us take our cue from those words 
of the archangel to the Virgin which describe her. He 
addresses her as full of grace, as highly favoured, telling 
her that “the Lord is with you!” (Luke 1:26-38). Mary is 
filled with the life of God and the implication is that she is 
without sin. What a marvel! Here we have a mortal like 
ourselves who by the grace of God and her own 
cooperation is without sin. The Lord is with her. 
Contemplating this spectre of holiness in such an ordinary 
and obscure setting, our thoughts turn to the angel who is 
himself holy, filled too with grace. He, though, speaks to 
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Mary as to one who is much greater than he in grace. So in 
that room we find ourselves in the presence of holiness. 
Let us now listen to the words of the angel which speak of 
the Messiah. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be bom will be called holy, the Son of God.” 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are acting upon and 
within the Virgin and so the room is filled with the holiness 
of God. The fruit of the divine action and the humble 
consent of Mary most holy is the holy child: “the child to 
be bom will be called holy, the Son of God.” Holiness is 
enveloping the locale of this interchange and the result will 
be that the gift of holiness will be brought to a sinful and 
broken world. This annunciation marks the entry into a 
fallen world of the all-holy God in order that the world and 
each of us who live in it might share in his life, just as holy 
Mary shared in it to such utter perfection. 

Let us then on this feast day hear in our hearts the call 
to live a holy life by living in Jesus together with the 
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Virgin who is our Mother and his Mother. Our feast is a 
feast of holiness. “Be holy, for I am holy!” Yahweh God 
says in the Old Testament. The annunciation marks the 
grand entry of our Saviour God to make this possible for us 
all. Let us give thanks and praise. 

-- 
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Feast of St Mark the Evangelist (April 25) 

(April 25) St Mark, evangelist . He was the son of Mary 
in whose house Peter sought refuge after being freed from 
gaol. He aided St Paul and St Barnabas in the 
evangelisation of Cyprus. Later, Mark became the 
companion and secretary of St Peter in Rome. He wrote 
the second Gospel which presumably had St Peter for its 
principal source, and probably reflects Peter’s preaching. 

Entrance Antiphon Mark 16:15 Go into all the world, and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint Mark, your 
Evangelist, and endowed him with the grace to preach the 
Gospel, grant, we pray, that we may so profit from his 
teaching as to follow faithfully in the footsteps of Christ. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:5-14; Psalm 88; 

Mark 16:15-20 

Jesus said [to the Eleven], Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes 
and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe 
will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those 
who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they 
will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with 
their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not 
hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, 
and they will get well. After the Lord Jesus had spoken to 
them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right 
hand of God. Then the disciples went out and preached 
everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed 
his word by the signs that accompanied it. (Mark 16:15- 
20 ) 


The Beginnings Plato (Platon, “the broad 

shouldered”) was bom at Athens in 428 or 427 B.C. When 
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about twenty years old he met Socrates, and this was the 
decisive influence in Plato’s philosophical career. After 
the death of Socrates he joined some Socratic disciples 
gathered at Megara under the leadership of Euclid. Later 
he travelled in Egypt, Magna Graecia, and Sicily. 
Eventually he returned to Athens in the groves near the 
gymnasium of Academus. He devoted himself 
unremittingly to writing and teaching until his eightieth 
year, when, as Cicero tells us, he died in the midst of his 
intellectual labours. Plato’s School was organized by Plato 
himself and handed over at the time of his death to his 
nephew Speusippus. It was then known as the Academy, 
because it met in the groves of Academus. The Academy 
continued first at Athens, and later at Alexandria until the 
first century of the Christian era. With the advent of neo¬ 
platonism founded by Ammonius and developed by 
Plotinus, Platonism definitely entered the cause of 
Paganism against Christianity. Nevertheless, the great 
majority of the Christian philosophers down to St. 
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Augustine were Platonists. I mention Plato and the growth 
of his philosophical school merely as one of many 
intellectual movements that could be cited as having 
appeared in history. No-one has ever claimed that there 
was anything especially remarkable about the growth of 
Platonism. That is to say, it was an exceptionally valuable 
philosophy and therefore its historical influence over time 
was as could be expected. The same could be said of 
Aristotle and his school. There have been parallels, to a 
greater or lesser extent, in the realm of religion. Buddha 
sought the path of Enlightenment, and, as he understood it 
to be, attained it. He gathered disciples and the movement 
grew. It is vast and varied, and continues to attract 
disciples. Buddhism, as exemplified in the current Dalai 
Lama, is popular among many in the West. Zoroastrianism 
has endured to our day, but without a commanding 
following. All this is to be expected of human history - it is 
marked by countless intellectual and religious movements, 
rising and falling, enduring, or petering out to a trickle, or 
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continuing to hold great numbers. Well, a question might 
be: Which among these, if any, is of Godl All purport to 
bring wisdom to mankind, and a key to salvation in some 
sense or other. Is there anything about the beginning and 
growth of this or that among them which might strongly 
suggest that God himself began it and gave to it the 
growth? Is there anything to show that it was more than 
human in origin? 

Well, let us ask this. What would have happened to 
Platonism, or to the school of Aristotle, or to 
Zoroastrianism, or to Buddhism, or to Islam, had their 
founders been crucified two or three years after the 
commencement of their public careers? With sincere 
respect to our Muslim brothers, what would have happened 
if Mahomet had been arrested a couple of years after his 
great religious experiences, if he had been beaten cruelly, 
absolutely rejected by the powers that be, and then put to a 
shameful death? Islam would respond to the question by 
saying that such a thing would never have been allowed by 
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God because Mahomet was a prophet, the greatest and 
holiest of them. It could never have happened. But what if 
it had? What then would have happened to the new 
religion? Just as much to the point, perhaps, what would 
have happened if in the early years Mahomet had no access 
to military force in his conflicts with his opponents? What 
would have happened if early Islam had had no means of 
recourse to armies and military prowess? All of this brings 
us to our Gospel today (Mark 16:15-20). A striking change 
suddenly occurred during the the period immediately 
following the crucifixion of Jesus Christ — the first 
Eastertide. Christ had deliberately stepped into the danger 
zone of his opponents, in order to bear witness before the 
highest tribunal of the nation to his being the Messiah and 
Son of God. The result — which he had predicted — was 
his summary and most brutal end. There he lay hanging on 
the Cross, and then dead in the tomb. It was all over. His 
crushed and demoralized disciples were utterly incapable 
of any action, let alone any public acknowledgment to all 
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and sundry of their dead Master. The whole thing was 
finished, and it was a tremendous disappointment. But 
what happened? Without any means they suddenly were 
found to be vigorously and joyfully telling to all that this 
same Jesus was risen from the dead, that he was Lord and 
Messiah, and that to believe in his name was the path to 
life everlasting. They had begun a vast endeavour to make 
all nations his disciples. I am not sure that there has been 
anything like it in the history of the world. Appearing with 
the most miserable of beginnings, it became joyful, 
intrepid, unstoppable. Not only was there this 
extraordinary transformation of his disciples, but in those 
first three centuries the constantly persecuted Church went 
on to conquer. This happened not by arms and armies, but 
by ordinary believers bearing witness amid persecution. 

On the Friday, all was gloom. By the Sunday, all was 
joy. Within a short time, the disciples of the crucified and 
risen Jesus were on a vigorous march in every direction of 
the known world. They had a mission to which they 
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dedicated their lives to the point of blood. It was to fulfil 
the charge given to them to make other disciples of their 
risen Master. “Go into all the world and preach the good 
news to all creation,” the risen Jesus had said to them. 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Then after 
Jesus ascended into heaven, “the disciples went out and 
preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it” 
(Mark 16:15-20). Clearly, the work was God’s work. Let 
us be in it, then. 


Second reflection: (Mark 16:15-20) 

“Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News 


to all creation .” 
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Mission As we read our Gospel passage today for 
the feast of St Mark the evangelist we cannot help but 
appreciate how central to the Christian life is the sense of 
mission. It is an essential component of the will of the 
Lord Jesus that we participate in his mission to the world. 
His parting words to the Eleven are words of mission, 
telling them to “go out to the whole world; proclaim the 
Good News to all creation.” In the past, survey after 
survey has shown that too many Catholics lacked this sense 
of mission. They perceived the practice of the Catholic 
Faith in terms of a personal piety that lacks a sense of 
responsibility for the mission of Christ and the Church to 
the world. We are told that “the Lord Jesus, after he had 
spoken to them, was taken up into heaven.” What then did 
his disciples do? They, “going out, preached everywhere, 
the Lord working with them” (Mark 16:15-20). That was 
their response to the Lord. What is our response? St 
Ignatius Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises, directs the 
retreatant to ask himself, “What have I done for Christ, 
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what am I doing for him, and what shall I do for him?” 
Today we celebrate the feast of St Mark who gave his life 
for the cause of bringing Christ to the world. In his 
particular case it involved a special association with the 
person of St Peter, the first Pope. It also involved bringing 
this first Pope’s teaching about Jesus to the Church through 
the writing of his (Mark’s) Gospel. This provides a lesson 
for each of us in our day. We ought place ourselves in the 
presence of the risen Christ during this Easter season 
hearing his words in today’s Gospel as addressed to us 
personally. He asks you and me to do what we can in our 
everyday life to “proclaim the Good News to all creation.” 
By the example of our lives, by our words, by our daily 
professional work and personal apostolate, we ought be 
contributing to this great cause that is the cause of the 
Church. 

St Mark tells us that the disciples went out preaching 
everywhere, “the Lord working with them and confirming 
the word by signs that accompanied it.” Christ is working 
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with his disciples still. He works within the Church 
constantly, including in and through each of us. Let us 
then take up the challenge and endeavour to bring the 
Saviour to the world. Christ is with us. Let us be daily 
instruments of his Person in family, workplace, and 
everywhere. 
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Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles 

(May 3) 

(May 3) Saints Philip and James Like Peter and Andrew, 
St. Philip was from Bethsaida, in Galilee. According to the 
tradition, he was crucified at Hierapolis in Phrygia where 
he had preached the Gospel. He introduced St. 
Bartholomew (also known as Nathanael) to Christ. Christ 
declared to Philip, “Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father ... I am in the Father and the Father is in me” (Jn 
14:8, 11). St. James was a cousin of our Lord. He is often 
called James the Less, because of Mark’s reference to him 
as “the younger James” (Mk 15:40). As Bishop of 
Jerusalem, he wrote one of the epistles of the New 
Testament. St. James was thrown down from the terrace 
of the Temple and then stoned to death. The names of Sts. 
Philip and James are mentioned in the Roman Canon. 
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Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the 
Lord chose in his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal 
glory, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who gladden us each year with the feast 
day of the Apostles Philip and James, grant us, through 
their prayers, a share in the Passion and Resurrection of 
your Only Begotten Son, so that we may merit to behold 
you for eternity. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 18; 

John 14:6-14. 

Jesus said, I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No-one comes to the Father except through me. If you 
really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From 
now on, you do know him and have seen him. Philip said, 
Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us. 
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Jesus answered: Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I 
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, 
and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are 
not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who 
is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 
evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, 
anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. 
He will do even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You 
may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
(John 14:6-14) 

Christ The Aeneid of Virgil tells the tale of how 
Aeneas, prince of Troy, came to Italy. According to 
Virgil’s tale, the embattled survivors from the fallen Troy 
made their escape under Aeneas around the Mediterranean 
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Sea and finally reached the coast of Italy south-west of 
Rome. There they won the right to settle. The son of 
Aeneas, Ascanius — also known as lulus — founded the 
city of Alba Longa (near Rome) and began the line of 
kings of this city. The next myth connected these royal 
descendants of the Trojan Aeneas with the founding of 
Rome. Some four hundred and forty years after the fall of 
Troy, one of the last of the kings of Alba Longa was 
Numitor, the father of Rhea Silvia. Rhea Silvia had two 
sons by Mars, the god of war — Romulus and Remus. 
These two infants were abandoned at the Tiber river, raised 
by a she-wolf, and then by a shepherd. The two children 
went on to found the great city of Rome (about 750 BC) — 
but they quarrelled and Romulus killed his brother. This 
could be taken as an example of numerous myths of the 
beginnings, involving elements of fact and romance. 
Despite the entry of Mars the god of war as a progenitor, 
there is nothing especially grand about Romulus, nor 
anything especially supernatural about Aeneas, his more 
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ultimate ancestor. Let us take another case, one far more 
certain: Moses, the virtual founder of the people of Israel 
with its sense of being chosen by God to be his own by 
covenant. There are those who give the story of Moses no 
more historical credence than the legends of Aeneas and 
Romulus. But apart from anything else, the Christian has 
the word of Jesus Christ. He speaks of Moses, Abraham 
and the prophets. Moses appeared, talking with him at the 
Transfiguration. There is no need to retrace from the Book 
of Exodus the story of the life and work of Moses. He was 
a man of greatness. He entered into communication with 
God and was his instrument in forming the chosen people. 
The point here, though, is that he, the friend of God and his 
greatest prophet in the view of the Old Testament, was 
very human, and flawed too. Because of his failure in 
faith, he was debarred by God from entering the Promised 
Land. It is of value to bear these figures in mind when we 
think of the greatest figure of all in human history. Christ 
is the new beginning, the new Adam, the Archetype of the 
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new to replace the old. He transcended the best in history 
and legend with his stunning claims and his moral 
character. 

Yes, his claims were astounding. At his trial, 
engineered by those who were filled with envy, as Pontius 
Pilate perceived quite clearly, Christ ignored the numerous 
and conflicting accusations levelled against him. But when 
the high priest put him on oath to answer the question 
whether he was the Messiah, the Son of God, he answered 
unhesitatingly: “You have said it.” Then, in the face of the 
condemnation it would bring, he emphasised the point: “I 
tell you, you will see the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” 
(Matthew 26:64). At various points during his public 
ministry he claimed in the presence of his enemies to be 
divine, and at his trial he repeated the point. In witness to 
this truth, he embraced suffering and death in atonement 
for the sins of mankind. Our Gospel today (John 14:6-14) 
has for its setting the intimacy of the Last Supper. Our 
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Lord is speaking with his closest friends and disciples, 
revealing to them the ineffable secrets of his Person and his 
relationship to the august and all-holy God, his heavenly 
Father. As already said, his statements are stunning, 
unprecedented in fact and legend. Our passage begins with 
something extraordinary, which the Christian may all-too 
easily take for granted because he has heard it so often: “I 
am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the 
Father except through me.” Who would ever have said this 
in the annals of secular or sacred history? — certainly not 
Socrates, Plato or Aristotle, representing the highest 
teachers of philosophy. Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses 
and the most illustrious of the prophets would never have 
been so audacious. But Jesus Christ, who could say to his 
enemies, “who among you can accuse me of sin?” calmly 
describes himself in these terms to those who know him 
best. He is the paragon Teacher, the one and only Way, the 
embodiment of the whole Truth of God. He is the only 
means of reaching God. But there is more to astonish. 
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“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I 
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I 
say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I 
say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me.” There 
is no-one equal to Jesus Christ. 

St Paul tells us that in Christ resides every heavenly 
blessing. He is the wonder of human history, leaving far 
behind anything being offered in the myths and legends of 
man. He did a stupendous work in atoning for the sin of 
the world and making this benefit available to anyone who 
approaches him in faith. This Man of the ages, our 
Brother, our Redeemer and our God, is so available for our 
approach. He resides in the Church his Body, and offers 
himself to the Church’s children to be their life and 
salvation. He leads the Church through his Holy Spirit to 
bring him to all the nations, inviting all to be his disciples 
and to find life in his name. He is man’s life and salvation. 
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Second reflection: (John 14:6-14) 

“7 am the Way, the Truth and the Life... To have seen 
me is to have seen the Father 

Dogma One of the most deeply seated assumptions 
of our culture is that objective truth is unattainable. This 
position assumes that all that is attainable is a personal 
subjective impression of something, and that judgments are 
formed on the basis of that subjective impression. The 
more ultimate the issue, the more relative to each person 
will be his judgment. And so the response of society to 
claims of truth is that such claims are no more than the 
expression of subjective impressions, values, or choices. 
They cannot be regarded as objective truth, because others 
have their own equally valid personal impressions. For 
example, at this point in time, society tends to dismiss 
claims that homosexual practices are absolutely wrong, or 
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that abortion is absolutely wrong, as being little more than 
the utterances of cultural or religious prejudice. Claims of 
truth are deemed to be no more than perceptions relative to 
each person, and the so-called “truth” is simply the truth as 
it appears to you or to me or to any one or all of us. It is 
not the objective truth but is simply a perspective relative 
to each person. Thus each man is the conscious or 
unconscious arbiter of his reality, and God is accounted as 
absent. So widespread are these relativist assumptions that 
before he became Pope, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger spoke 
of the “dictatorship of relativism.” Relativism, as a basic 
assumption, rules much of our discourse about the truth. 
So it is that it is very difficult to gain a hearing when we 
state something absolute about God and Christ. 

Now, our Lord in today’s Gospel passage makes 
absolute statements about himself: “I am the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6-14). This means that those who 
deny this are wrong. Mahomet is wrong because he did not 
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accept our Lord’s teaching about himself. The other great 
minds and religious thinkers and founders were wrong to 
the extent that they denied what our Lord revealed. This is 
very dogmatic language and the relativist does not like it. 
The relativist mode of thought allows for (and prefers to 
regard) fundamental differences of opinion as a final 
situation. It is very reluctant to say that, in the final 
analysis, this or that is right or wrong. It is anti-dogmatic 
and liberal in respect to absolute truth — in this case, in 
respect to absolute religious truth being found in the Person 
of Jesus. It chooses and prefers to follow the path of 
chronic doubt, silently (and perhaps unconsciously) 
assuming that truth is unattainable. By contrast, the mode 
of thought that takes its stand on dogma accepts that some 
do not see the truth, and deals charitably and respectfully 
with them. But it is firm in its knowing grasp of reality. It 
knows that it knows, and what it does not at present know 
it will attempt to know. In the case of Jesus our Lord, the 
Christian knows that he knows that Jesus is the only way to 
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the Father, the only Way, the only Truth and the only Life. 
He accepts what Jesus has said as dogmatically interpreted 
by the Church as being the absolute truth. These are 
dogmatic statements, and the relativist does not like their 
dogmatism at all. 

Let us appreciate these issues very clearly, because if 
we do not, our firm faith in Jesus our Redeemer and God 
will be insidiously undermined. We may not realize what 
is happening to us. Christ is the truth. God requires of us 
certitude in the matter of what he has revealed. Cardinal 
Newman wrote that his religion was dogmatic — that is, it 
was a religion involving non-negotiable and objective 
dogmas that encapsulate objective realities. If we are 
unclear about all this, our dogmatic religion will become a 
very liberal religion in relation to the objectivity of 
revealed truth. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle (May 14) 

(May 14) St Matthias According to Acts 1:15-26, during 
the days after the Ascension, Peter stood up in the midst of 
the brothers (about 120 of Jesus’ followers). Now that 
Judas had betrayed his ministry, it was necessary, Peter 
said, to fulfill the scriptural recommendation: “May 
another take his office.” “Therefore, it is necessary that 
one of the men who accompanied us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus came and went among us, beginning from the 
baptism of John until the day on which he was taken up 
from us, become with us a witness to his resurrection” 
(Acts 1:21-22). They nominated two: Joseph Barsabbas 
and Matthias. They prayed and drew lots. The choice fell 
upon Matthias, who was added to the Eleven. Matthias is 
not mentioned by name anywhere else in the New 
Testament. 
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Entrance Antiphon Jn 15:16 It was not you who chose 
me, says the Lord, but I who chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last (E.T. alleluia). 

Collect O God, who assigned Saint Matthias a place in the 
college of Apostles, grant us, through his intercession, that, 
rejoicing at how your love has been allotted to us, we may 
merit to be numbered among the elect. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:15-17.20-26; Psalm 112; 

John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you 
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love 
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each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit —fruit that will last. Then the Father 
will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my 
command: Love each other. (John 15:9-17) 

Supreme Sacrifice There have been numbers of 
persons in history who have faced and passed through 
death because of their convictions. Those convictions have 
been of greater or lesser moral value and, accordingly, their 
sacrifice has been judged variously. Ultimately the value 
of a person’s sacrifice of life and property has stood on the 
value of his convictions and his behaviour. For instance, 
the death of an extremist Islamic suicide bomber who 
enters a crowded part of the city and detonates his bomb 
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sending himself and those around him to their deaths, is 
despised, deplored and condemned — as are his sincerity 
and his convictions. A father, however, who dives into the 
sea to rescue his struggling son, and then loses his life in 
the process, is regarded with the highest praise. There has 
always been a recognition that the giving of one’s life for a 
noble reason is truly admirable. But I would propose that it 
was Jesus Christ who, more than any other, established this 
high benchmark in human history and culture. Mahomet 
did not die a martyr, but in his bed at the end of a fairly 
long and successful life, surrounded by his wives and held 
in honour as The Prophet. The Buddha did not lay down 
his life for his high cause, nor did Confucius, nor did 
Zoroaster. Christ died on the Cross in witness to the truth 
of his Person and teaching, and, he said, those who love the 
truth listen to his voice. He promised his disciples the 
same general upshot. They must be prepared to renounce 
themselves, take up their “Cross” every day and follow in 
his footsteps. That “Cross” was the means and the result of 



3627 


his and their bearing witness to the Truth — and he himself 
is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Yes, it was Christ 
above all who set this lofty benchmark that has come to be 
called “martyrdom” — although this word (“martyrdom”) 
has been debased and used for the worst forms of loss of 
life. Christ did not see his death as his being trapped and 
overcome by his opponents — being suddenly grabbed and 
done away with. It was the deliberate high point of his life. 
It was predicted by the Scriptures as the means to glory not 
only for himself but for all. In the Plan of God, the 
Messiah had to suffer. So, both the Scriptures before him, 
and he himself in his teaching and actions, set forth Death 
as the summit of life’s mountain. It was not just a terrible 
mishap, nor merely a reversal to be stoically endured in 
some spirit of trust in a higher power. It was life’s main 
accomplishment, the supreme achievement and the source 
of immense fruit. 

This, in the annals of history, is a somewhat new idea 
and has had great influence on human thought. Consider 



3628 


but one instance of a true martyr, one who followed the 
fount of the idea, Jesus Christ. Thomas More (1478-1535) 
was Lord Chancellor of England to King Henry VIII from 
October 1529 to 16 May 1532. He was a powerful literary 
opponent of the Protestant Reformation and in particular of 
Martin Luther and William Tyndale. When the Great 
Matter arose, he silently refused to sanction Henry’s 
demand to be recognized as Supreme Head of the Church 
of England in the Act of Supremacy of 1534, and his 
silence was thunderous. With that, he was imprisoned for 
his refusal to take the Oath required by the First Succession 
Act — because that Act in effect rejected papal authority 
and the Pope’s declaration of the validity of Henry’s 
marriage to Queen Catherine of Aragon. At the beginning 
of July 1535 he was tried and convicted on perjured 
testimony — they could not, by any legal means, get the 
better of the best lawyer in the land. Immediately 
following his sentence he declared the reason why his 
conscience forbad him to do as the King had demanded. 
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No “temporal lord could or ought to be head of the 
Spirituality.” Further, there can be “no authority, without 
the common consent of all Christians, to make a law or Act 
of Parliament or Council against the union of 

Christendom.” He stood by “all the general Councils for a 
thousand years.” On the scaffold he said that he “died in 
and for the faith of the Holy Catholic Church, a faithful 
servant, both of God and the King.” His death sent a shock 
of horror and indignation through the whole of 

Christendom, including even Henry VIII its architect — 
who turned upon Anne Boleyn with “thou art the cause of 
this man’s death.” Erasmus saluted him as one “whose 
soul was more pure than any snow, whose genius was such 
that England never had and never again will have its like.” 
Two centuries later, Jonathan Swift said he was “the person 
of the greatest virtue this kingdom ever produced” {Prose 
Works of Jonathan Swift, v. 13, Oxford UP, 1959, p. 123), 
a sentiment with which Samuel Johnson agreed. Historian 
Hugh Trevor-Roper said in 1977 that More was “the first 
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great Englishman whom we feel that we know, .... the most 
human of saints”. One of the most notable things in the 
letters of Saint Thomas More is his reference to the 
Conscience. In effect, Conscience was the echo of the 
voice of God uttering the truth, which he, the most prudent 
and careful of thinking men, heard and obeyed. 

Conscience is, as Newman would write nearly 350 
years later, the “aboriginal vicar of Christ.” Hearing it, 
More knew he was hearing the voice of Jesus Christ. It 
was a cause of profound distress to him that his own 
beloved family — and he was an absolutely exemplary 
husband and father — could not understand him. Even his 
daughter Meg chose to swear the Oath (though we know 
that in her case the qualification “so far as the law of God 
allows” was tolerated). But he went forward to make the 
supreme sacrifice involving death, thus following in the 
footsteps of the Master whom he loved above all and who 
had set the benchmark. “Greater love has no-one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my 
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friends if you do what I command” (John 15:9-17). Thus 
was Thomas More Christ’s friend, his friend unto death - 
because Christ was his friend unto death. 

-- 
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Feast of Mary Help of Christians (May 24) 

(May 24) Mary Help of Christians In two of the most 
decisive battles in European history Christians sought the 
help of our Lady under the title of Help of Christians. In 
each of these two battles Christian civilization was under 
great military threat from Islam. Christians turned to Mary 
as their great help. The first of these battles was the Battle 
of Lepanto, October 7th, 1571. Almost 1000 years after 
Islam’s first attack on the Christian world, the 
Mahomedans sent a giant naval armada to attack Europe by 
sea. The whole of European and Christian civilization was 
under an immense threat. The Christian fleet under Don 
John of Austria encountered the Islamic fleet at Lepanto 
just off the coast of Greece. Pope St Pius Y, entrusting the 
outcome to our Lady, ordered uninterrupted prayers to her 
throughout Christendom. During the actual battle Rosary 
processions thronged the streets of Europe and St Pius V 
with outstretched arms prayed to Mary in his chapel in the 
Vatican. It was a tremendous battle. The Turks slew 8,000 
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Christian soldiers and ship after ship of the Christian fleet 
sank. But due to the prayers of the Christians and the 
resolve of the Christian forces who were depending on the 
help of Mary, the tide began to turn. The upshot was that 
30,000 Turks were killed or taken prisoner, and 12,000 
Christian slaves released. The Christian forces were 
victorious. It was the first great defeat for the Turks at sea. 
Following this, Pope St Pius V instituted the feast of Our 
Lady of Victories (over two centuries later Pope Pius VII - 
after he was freed in 1814 by Napoleon his captor - 
changed it to the feast of our Lady Help of Christians, and 
made it a universal feast). Not only was the Christian 
world saved at Lepanto, but it marked the turning point in 
the military fortunes of Islam. While Islam continued to 
remain a threat and continued to attack Christian countries, 
Lepanto marked the dramatic beginning of a gradual 
decline. Our Lady help of Christians is the help of each 
Christian, and the help of Christian civilization against 
attack. 
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Collect Almighty ever-living God, who placed the love of 
Our Lady, Help of Christians in the hearts of those who 
brought the Catholic faith to these shores, grant, through 
her intercession, wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our 
citizens, so that, under her protection, Australia may know 
harmony, justice and peace. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture (Year B) : Proverbs 31:10-13.19-20.30-31; 

James 3:13-18; Luke 1:39-56 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in 
the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s 
home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the child you will bear! But why am I so favoured, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the 
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sound of your greeting reached my ears, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that 
what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished! And 
Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked upon his 
lowly servant. From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me 
— holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear 
him, from generation to generation. He has performed 
mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are 
proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down 
rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He 
has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his 
descendants for ever, even as he said to our fathers. Mary 
stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 
returned home. (Luke 1:39-56) 
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Help of Christians To the outsider, what the 

mother does seems ordinary enough. Her day of helping 
her child or children is filled with the average round of 
tasks that seems to manifest nothing special. But to the 
child who grows up in her care, those ordinary things are 
filled with significance. Many of them are never forgotten, 
and as the years pass, as the child grows up and takes his 
path in life, and as his mother grows old, he sees more and 
more significance in what his mother has done and 
continues to do. No-one outside the family sees this so 
well as he. He extols his mother in the highest terms — 
and others do not and cannot quite know the reasons why 
he does this. Of course, they may not question his high 
admiration for his mother and his gratitude for her help to 
him in life, but they do quite appreciate it. This is because 
they are not part of the family and have not seen nor known 
his mother as he has. Well then, what could any “outsider” 
have said of the inner life of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph at Nazareth before Christ began his 
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public ministry? We have precious glimpses of it in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke, and a special introduction 
to the relations between Christ and his mother in two 
scenes of the Gospel of John (Cana and Calvary). These 
are but precious introductions to what must have been a 
stupendously marvelous reality. Consider her whom the 
angels addressed as “full of grace, the Lord is with you” — 
so relatively unknown, so buried in obscurity. That 
obscurity remained and was lifted gradually in the 
Tradition of the Church long after her Assumption into 
heaven. But how full of meaning must have been this 
obscure life at Nazareth! Consider the thirty years of 
humble relations between her and her divine Son in the 
virtually unknown village of Nazareth. Consider what he, 
the Son, must have seen in her over those years, and in the 
motherly help that she continually extended to him while 
she, together with her holy husband Joseph, was raising 
him. By the same token, the Church is God’s family, and 
those who are active in the family by baptism and a living 
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faith know and experience persons and things which 
outsiders do not. Just as Jesus her Son, and Joseph her 
husband, saw and understood things about Mary which 
outsiders could not have, so do the Church’s children 
appreciate things about Mary which others do not — at 
least to the same extent. By the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
his grace, they know her as her children and members of 
the household of Jesus Christ. 

Humanly, who would Jesus Christ have regarded as 
his greatest earthly help? He lived for a little over 33 years, 
and by far the most of this time he spent at Nazareth. Mary 
his mother was his greatest help. Even during his intense 
and conflict-ridden public ministry, who would he have 
known to be his greatest — if hidden — support? Who 
would have accepted his mission and what he had to do 
with the greatest faith and clarity, even if there were many 
things she too could not understand? Mary his mother was 
his greatest help. Mary was with him at the last, a sword 
driven through her soul as she gazed upon her 
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incomparable Son dying on the cross. There she stood, 
strong and undaunted — she, at the last, was his greatest 
help. But who would have known this? At best, those who 
were nearest to Jesus and to her — such as John the 
beloved disciple, to whom Jesus entrusted his precious 
mother. JJe, the Redeemer of mankind, knew her best and 
she was passed on to John and to the Church to be their 
mother, their model and their help as she had been to him, 
the Son of God made man. They, then — the Church’s 
children — became those who knew her best. The living 
person of Mary, mother of Christ, the second divine Person 
made man — this living person of Mary became the 
precious presence in and possession of the Church. She is 
the first of Christians and the foremost member of the 
Church. She is the help of Christians in their quest to 
become more and more united to the Redeemer, because 
she herself is united to him, who is her Saviour and theirs, 
to a degree beyond imagining. The point here, though, is 
that to outsiders, to those not in the family, the love and 
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admiration for this mother which marks the Church’s 
children is something they could hardly appreciate. The 
Church, led by the Holy Spirit whom Christ promised and 
then sent to her to lead her to the full truth, has appreciated 
more and more deeply the glories of her mother and model. 
The Church has declared more and more of her gifts and 
accomplishments, and has understood that Mary, her 
heavenly mother and model, is her Help. Mary is the help 
of Christians in coming to know and love and serve her 
adorable Son. This the Church knows in a way that 
outsiders could not. It is a knowledge that is natural — but 
above all it is supernatural, in that it comes from the Holy 
Spirit. 

In our Gospel today, provided for us by the Church 
for the Feast of Mary Help of Christians (Year B), Mary 
the mother of the as-yet unborn Redeemer shows herself as 
helper. She is the one who helps those in need — and 
manifests how fully she is filled with the life and grace of 
God who is rich in mercy. In her prayer, Mary extols the 
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all-merciful God: “His mercy extends to those who fear 
him, from generation to generation” (Luke 1:39-56). The 
all-merciful God is man’s superlative Helper, and Mary the 
mother of the Incarnate God is his worthy, though 
creaturely, representative. She too is truly merciful, 
coming to the help of those in need — as she does in our 
Gospel scene today. Let the children of the Church ever 
look on Mary the mother of God as their help in seeking 
the perfection of love for God. She is the help of 
Christians in living their vocation, and in bringing Jesus 
Christ to the world. 
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Second reflection: (Luke 1:39-56) 

“Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a 
town in the hill country ofJudah.’’'’ 

Mary and the Ordinary The annals of human 
history are often written in epic form. Greatness is extolled 
in the exploits of the heroes which hinge on great deeds 
and spectacular achievements. And so we read of the great 
generals of classical times, the great rulers, or the great 
philosophers or founders of man’s religions. It is most 
unusual to be attaching the word “great” to a life that 
seems to be filled with the ordinary. Yet “the ordinary” is 
a feature of certain ones who are “great” in the history of 
salvation, as it is traced by God himself in the inspired 
histories of which he himself is the Author. I refer 
especially, of course, to the Gospels and to our Gospel 
passage for today, on this solemnity (in Australia) of Our 
Lady Help of Christians. In our passage we are presented 
with the mother of the Saviour. Her life was filled with 
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“the ordinary.” Yet here in our passage today her 
kinswoman Elizabeth, speaking under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit and calling her the mother of her Lord, says 
that she is “of all women the most blessed” (Luke 1:39-56). 
Mary in response replies that “from this day forward all 
generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty has done 
great things for me.” Mary was humble and lowly in 
station before men, but great in God’s plan, and she has 
been recognized as such by believers down the ages. 

Greatness amid the ordinary! The grandeur of the 
ordinary life! Who more than Mary the mother of Jesus 
shows how much this is part of God’s plan for his human 
family! In our passage today (Luke 1:39-56) we observe 
Mary, in all her unseen grandeur as the mother of the 
Messiah-God, setting out to travel as quickly as possible to 
help her kinswoman Elizabeth prepare for the birth of her 
own illustrious child. Hardly anyone notices these simple 
events and they are the kind of events that make up the 
lives of countless numbers of God’s children. But in the 
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midst of this ordinariness the greatest drama of all is being 
played out, a drama far more demanding, far more 
eternally significant than that played out by the 
Alexanders, the Caesars, the Buddhas, the Mahomets, and 
all the other figures that dominate human history. It is the 
drama of God’s plan of salvation. It is the drama of 
bringing redemption and sanctity to man. God has his plan 
to redeem and sanctify each and all of us, and true 
greatness comes from playing our God-intended part in that 
plan in the midst of the seemingly ordinary life which God 
has disposed for us. In this, Mary is our mother and our 
model. She lived the life of a mother, wife and 
townswoman. Her path as the first and greatest Christian 
was an ordinary path, one like the rest of us, but her 
holiness and place in God’s plan was beyond compare. 
Dante puts the point well: “Maiden yet a mother, daughter 
of thy Son — high beyond all other, lowlier is none.” 

Mary is so very near to each of us, so much our 
mother and our model. For this reason she is the Help of 
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Christians. It is she who more than anyone can help us be 
Christians, true followers of the Master. Holy Mary, 
mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of 
our death. Amen. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Feast of the Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31) 

(May 31) The Visitation : This feast is celebrated between 
the solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord and the birth 
of St. John the Baptist, in conformity with the Gospel 
accounts. The Visitation is the meeting between Mary and 
her cousin Elizabeth, the mother of St. John the Baptist. 
Mary’s “Magnificat” is another testimony of her humility 
before God. JJer readiness to serve Elizabeth is a good 
lesson on charity. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 16 Come and hear, all 
who fear God; I will tell what the Lord did for my soul 
(E.T. alleluia). 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, while the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was carrying your Son in her womb, inspired 
her to visit Elizabeth, grant us, we pray, that, faithful to the 
promptings of the Spirit, we may magnify your greatness 
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with the Virgin Mary at all times. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3:14-18; Psalm: Isaiah 12; 
Luke 1:39-56 

At that time Mary arose and hastened to a town in the 
hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child 
you will bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb 
leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what 
the Lord has said to her will be accomplished! And Mary 
said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour, for he has been looked upon the lowliness 
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of his handmaid. From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me 
— holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear 
him, from generation to generation. He has performed 
mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are 
proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down 
rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He 
has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his 
descendants for ever, even as he said to our fathers. Mary 
stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 
returned home. (Luke 1:39-56) 

Expectation One of the distinguishing features 
about religion is expectation. Man turns to the 
Supernatural in a spirit of expectation. He has pressing 
needs, and the gods are perceived as his recourse. He 
expects things of them. Generally it is myth (rather than 
observation, logic and memory of facts) which grounds his 
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expectation — myth understood in the popular sense of an 
imaginative narrative — or fable — of, say, the beginnings 
or the heavenly world. For instance, the Dreaming is the 
foundation of the expectation driving traditional Australian 
Aboriginal religion. This is not to say, incidentally, that 
“myth” does not convey any truths, but the truths it means 
to convey by means of imaginative narrative relate usually 
to the transcendent and to value. We need not divert to a 
discussion of these issues. But what was especially 
distinctive about the religion of the chosen people of God 
is that their expectation was grounded on past facts — or 
“myth,” if you will, but firmly understood as a history and 
not just fable. Their religion and its teachings arose from 
what they knew had actually happened in the past. The 
narrative of it, cherished in lore and in writings, was 
authored ultimately by God who guided the speakers and 
writers to express his word. The point being made here, 
though, is that what happened in the past was the 
foundation of the expectation which fuelled their religion. 
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The memory of what had actually happened long before, 
typically led the believing member of the chosen people to 
expect from God similar aid and similar interventions in 
the future, be it imminent or distant. The memory of the 
past as recorded in the Books, guaranteed by God to be a 
true record and memory, led to firm expectations that God 
would act again in similar — nay, in greater ways in time 
to come. These sacred records of God’s deeds included 
actual prophecies and their predictions. Apart from these 
predictions, the account of God’s ways during the past 
nourished great hopes that he would act again in similar 
fashion in the times that were coming. For this reason, the 
religion of Israel was a religion of notable hope and vibrant 
expectation, exceeding that which was typical of the 
religions of man that looked to the “myths.” For this 
reason, the Hebrew looked again and again to the 
happenings portrayed in the Torah and commented on in 
the prophets. There was the call of the Patriarchs, the great 
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liberation effected by God’s friend, Moses. There was the 
gift of the Promised Land. 

These things pointed to what was coming — God’s 
Kingdom, with its anointed King, the Messiah. A spirit of 
expectation throbbed constantly in the heart of God’s 
people from generation to generation, and especially 
characterized the holy ones, God’s servants. This same 
spirit of expectation and hope marks the children of the 
Church founded by Jesus Christ, the Incarnate God. We 
look back to what happened as recorded in the inspired 
Books, especially the Books that record the Person, the 
teaching and the doings of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. We love the Gospels, and we cherish every feature 
of them — which brings us to our Gospel passage today for 
the Feast of the Visitation of the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:39- 
56). We have the prayer of Mary who looks back to what 
God has done: “His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
from generation to generation. He has performed mighty 
deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in 
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their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from 
their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the 
hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be 
merciful to Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as 
he said to our fathers.” Remembering God’s mercy and his 
might, Mary thanks him for his mercies to her, and she 
looks with gratitude to the future: “My soul glorifies the 
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has 
been looked upon the lowliness of his handmaid. From 
now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me — holy is his name.” So 
too, we look forward with expectation, and this expectation 
includes all that God has embraced in his saving Plan. He 
included with special choice the Virgin Mary. She was 
chosen to be the mother of the divine Redeemer, and 
therefore Mother of God. By the choice of Christ and the 
declaration of the Church, Mary is Mother and Model of 
the Church in the Church’s union with Jesus and in her 
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aspiration to be completely united to him. On the Cross, 
Christ gave Mary to the beloved disciple to be his mother, 
and by that act he gave her, as the Church knows, to be the 
heavenly mother of each and all of the Church’s children. 
Our memory, then, includes her and by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit our hope and expectation, too, includes her. 

Today we think of the Virgin mother of the Incarnate 
God hurrying to assist her kinswoman Elizabeth. We can 
most assuredly expect Mary to hurry to our aid. That is our 
expectation. She is always near because, by his 
Incarnation, Christ united himself to every man and 
woman. Especially has he united himself to every member 
of the Church by the grace of Baptism. Therefore Mary his 
mother is close to each of us as our heavenly Mother and 
Model, helping us to do God’s will and advance the work 
of her Son our Redeemer. She always hurries to our aid, as 
she did for Elizabeth in the Gospel of today. Let us turn to 
Mary the mother of the Saviour, then! Mary, help of 
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Christians — come to our aid! Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:39-56) 

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit exults in 
God my Saviour ” 

The Magnificat The suspicion and hesitation of 
large numbers of Protestant Christians in respect to 
honouring the Blessed Virgin Mary is well known. 
Nevertheless, I remember that on one occasion the famous 
Evangelical preacher Billy Graham said publicly that 
Protestantism must look again at this matter and rethink 
their attitude to Mary the mother of Jesus. For after all, he 
told them, “she is the mother of the Saviour!” I think 
Protestants are indeed looking again at Mary. Today’s feast 
of the visitation of Mary to her kinswoman Elizabeth offers 
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us the opportunity to dwell on the immense beauty of her 
pure and holy soul, for the Church presents us with her 
sublime prayer, the Magnificat, in which she gives glory to 
God for what he had done for her. It is occasioned by 
Elizabeth’s praise of her. Elizabeth declares herself 
honoured with a visit of the mother of her Lord, and that 
Mary is blessed for believing “that the promise made her 
by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Inasmuch as we Christians 
know Mary to be the holiest of all believers, her prayer 
would have to be regarded as one of the most iconic 
provided us in the Scriptures. It is especially valuable in 
teaching us how to give glory to God for what he has done 
for us. 

Mary praises God for his greatness as her saviour 
(Luke 1:39-56). Her joy lies in the greatness of God and in 
the great things he has done for her and for his people. “He 
has looked upon his lowly handmaid.” Each one of us 
ought be able to share in that joy of Mary’s because each of 
us is lowly and yet God has done great if hidden things for 
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us. He has placed us in his Son Jesus our Lord and given 
to us a share in the grace with which Mary’s soul was 
filled. Mary praises God for his holiness and his mercy: 
“Holy is his name, and his mercy reaches from age to age 
for those who fear him.” The pattern of God’s dealings 
with man is extolled: he routs the proud of heart, he pulls 
down princes from their thrones and exalts the lowly. He 
has regard to the lowly, the humble, the hungry, and to 
Israel his servant. That is to say, the power of the all-holy 
God is especially shown in his mercy, in his saving regard 
for the needy and the lowly. This is the God Mary 
glorifies, a God rich in mercy, and her prayer sums up the 
teaching of the Old Testament on what God has revealed 
himself to be. This teaching reaches its fulfilment in the 
revelation of her Son Jesus who would teach that “he who 
sees me sees the Father”. 

Let us ask the Holy Spirit, who filled the soul of 
Mary, to help us to be one with Mary in giving glory to 
God for the great things he has done for each of us in 
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choosing us in Christ, before the world began, to be holy 
and full of love in his sight. Let us ask Mary to help us 
fulfil our vocation. As the Church teaches, she is our 
mother and model, the first and foremost Christian. 

-- 
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Memorial of St Barnabas, Apostle (June 11) 

(June 11) Saint Barnabas, apostle . Born in the island of 
Cyprus, he was one of the first converts in Jerusalem and 
preached at Antioch. It was Barnabas who introduced St 
Paul to the other apostles, paving the way for the broad 
apostolate which required the approval of the pillars of the 
Church. He became a companion of St Paul and went with 
him on his first missionary journey, and took part in the 
Council of Jerusalem. He returned to his native land to 
preach the Gospel and died a martyr to the faith during 
Nero’s reign. His name is included in the Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Acts 11:24 Blessed is this holy 
man, who was worthy to be numbered among the Apostles, 
for he was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and with 
faith (E.T. alleluia). 

Collect O God, who decreed that Saint Barnabas, a man 
filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, should be set apart to 
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convert the nations, grant that the Gospel of Christ, which 
he strenuously preached, may be faithfully proclaimed by 
word and by deed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:21-26; 13:1-3; Psalm 97; 
Matthew 10:7-13 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘And as you go, proclaim 
that the kingdom of Heaven is close at hand. Cure the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out devils. You 
received without charge, give without charge. Provide 
yourselves with no gold or silver, not even with coppers for 
your purses, with no haversack for the journey or spare 
tunic or footwear or a staff, for the labourer deserves his 
keep. ‘Whatever town or village you go into, seek out 
someone worthy and stay with him until you leave. As you 
enter his house, salute it, and if the house deserves it, may 
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your peace come upon it; if it does not, may your peace 
come back to you. ’ (Matthew 10:7-13) 

The Kingdom He was bom in the year that the 
Second World War ended, of an ordinary suburban family 
in a large capital city. He had good abilities and was fairly 
religious. He grew up with a love for the land, and always 
aspired to have a small farm — if not being a farmer 
himself, at least living on a small property which would be 
a kind of hobby-farm for his afternoons after work, his 
week-ends and his holidays. As he grew up and pursued 
his studies for his career, this aspiration stayed with him. 
He got married, purchased his small farm, lived out the 
decades of his life toiling on his farm while supporting his 
wife and few children. It became somewhat the love of his 
life. His world was his family, his job, his friends and his 
farm. His love for his farm and the efforts he put into its 
development over the years of his life is emblematic of the 
love that this world evokes for itself in the heart of man 
who finds his home and his enjoyment in it. But of course 
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the time came and our man’s powers failed. He suddenly 
fell victim to a life-threatening condition and the end was 
soon near. Then one day from his bed, he overheard his 
wife and children discussing the sale of his farm after his 
passing — the sale of what was the apple of his eye. It was 
a profound disappointment to him to think that his beloved 
farm would be sold. To keep him in good spirits as the end 
approached, his family assured him that, no — of course 
they would not sell the farm! Then he died — and the 
following year the farm was gone, sold up to enable his 
wife to move elsewhere closer to the children. It made 
perfect sense to sell the farm. But the point here is that 
which recurrs life after life, generation after generation, age 
after age in this passing world. That is, this beautiful world 
— beautiful despite its sorrows — is a passing one. That 
ordinary person’s love for his farm and his building up of it 
is reflected on a grander scale in the book, Kings in Grass 
Castles (London, 1959). It is about a pioneering family 
(the Duracks) who opened up the Kimberley Region in 
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Australia. It tells of them coming out from Ireland, and 
setting up cattle and sheep properties, and the huge feat of 
driving great herds of cattle across the continent. It tells of 
the hardships of setting up a home in the middle of 
nowhere, and then surviving with the native people. They 
were kings - in grass castles. It was an epic story, but the 
castles have now gone. 

Man is called by the Creator to develop the world in 
which he is placed, as steward of his surroundings. He 
must take in hand his tasks, and do the best with this 
beautiful world. But this world cannot be regarded as the 
final object of his life, his truest kingdom. We cannot 
afford to make this world our heart’s ultimate goal — but 
this is man’s temptation. This world and all that we build 
within it and make of it must pass away, just as we must 
pass away. There is an important Australian novel, Poor 
Fellow My Country, written by Xavier Herbert and first 
published in 1975. The story is set in the late 1930’s and 
early 1940’s in northern Australia. Herbert was an 
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accomplished novelist with many works to his credit. I 
remember years back watching a television interview with 
Herbert and hearing his love for the Australian land. But 
when he spoke of his eventual death, he spoke as one who 
expected nothing much more than death. All he aspired to 
was to become part of the land that he loved so much. His 
kingdom seemed to be of this world — in a more ultimate 
sense, his castle was of grass. All of this brings us to our 
Gospel today (Matthew 10:7-13) for the memorial of St 
Barnabas, apostle, in which our Lord sends out his 
disciples to bring to others the news of the other Kingdom, 
the one that will indeed last. “Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘And as you go, proclaim that the kingdom of Heaven is 
close at hand. Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, drive out devils. You received without charge, give 
without charge’.” The “kingdom of Heaven” is not a 
Kingdom that is a pie in the sky, for our Lord directs his 
disciples to make a difference to those who are in 
difficulty. They are to cure the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
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drive out devils and even to raise the dead. But it is not 
primarily a Kingdom of this world. It is God’s rule, his 
dominion and sway. The good news is that this rule of 
God can, by grace, be complete where it matters: over the 
heart of man, and therefore over what he does. It can be 
complete in this sense through friendship with Jesus Christ, 
in whom is found the fulness of the godhead bodily. The 
kingdom of heaven is attained, accessed, and entered 
primarily by means of union with Jesus Christ in faith and 
love. This is the pearl of great price that can never pass 
away. It is begun here on earth, but it is eternal. It is not a 
grass castle. It is life in God now and hereafter. 

In our Gospel today our Lord introduces his disciples 
to their coming mission which he would inaugurate when 
he rose from the dead. Our Gospel passage is from St 
Matthew, and at the end of that same Gospel the risen Jesus 
gives to his disciples their world-wide mission as his body, 
the Church. “Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
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and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Floly Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you’” 
(28:19-20). In Jesus Christ is found the one kingdom that 
will last forever. Let us live and die in him, then! 

-- 
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The Birth of St John the Baptist (Vigil Mass) 

(June 23) 

(June 24) Nativity of John the Baptist Born six months 
before our Lord, John the Baptist was the son of Zachary 
and Elizabeth, kinswoman of our Lady. He was the last 
and greatest of the prophets. As the forerunner of the 
Saviour his mission was to prepare the chosen people for 
the coming of the Messiah. When Jesus came, John bore 
witness to him before his own disciples and invited them to 
follow him. 

The Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 1:15, 14 He will be great in the 
sight of the Lord and will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother’s womb; and many will rejoice at his 
birth. 
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Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that your family 
may walk in the way of salvation and, attentive to what 
Saint John the Precursor urged, may come safely to the 
One he foretold, our Lord Jesus Christ. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture for Vigil Mass : Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 70; 
1 Peter 1:8-12; Luke 1:5-17 

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest 
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of 
Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 
Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing 
all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But 
they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to 
conceive, and they were both very old. Once when 
Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as 
priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord 
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and burn incense. And when the time for the burning of 
incense came, all the assembled worshippers were praying 
outside. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with 
fear. But the angel said to him: ‘Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him 
John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will 
rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented 
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before 
he is born. He will bring back many of the people of Israel 
to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, 
in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the righteous - to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. ’ (Luke 1:5-17) 
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Sanctity Self-centredness, sin, moral fault and 
crime are so much part of human life — as is nobility and 
goodness — that it is difficult for anyone, religious or not, 
even to imagine a person free of sin. Such a proposition is 
instinctively regarded as unreal because the universality of 
sin is so obvious. It is expected by the experienced person 
that each and all are morally flawed to a greater or lesser 
extent. Indeed, so real is this proneness to sin and moral 
fault in man that if one is not alert to it, there is ruin ahead. 
To take but one instance, if a person is not warned and 
educated as to his natural tendency to sexual gratification 
and its true significance, he will probably fall because of 
his consequent lack of vigilance in respect to it. The same 
applies to other forms of sin. Man naturally tends to sin. 
Sin is his abiding enemy. From the Original Fall, sin has 
gained a powerful and terrible presence within. In respect 
to this sombre fact, a natural question arises in the human 
heart — one that is parallel to a question about the world. 
With respect to the world, one obvious question is, why is 
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there not nothing? So too, in respect to sin, why is there 
not just moral goodness? Why is sin and moral fault not 
the exception to the rule, rather than the general rule? That 
is to say, just as the existence of the world asks for an 
explanation, so too does the universality of sin and moral 
guilt ask for an explanation. Further, if we do ask this 
question, we shall be open to revealed doctrine on how it is 
that sin is universal. We shall also be open to accept the 
possibility of a complete absence of sin in an individual 
despite our natural difficulty in imagining it. It has been 
revealed to us that sin is the result of man’s free decision 
— the inborn proneness to sin is the result of the free 
decision of man at the beginning. Personal sins are due to 
each person’s free decision to accede to this tendency. So 
while all things come from God, their moral spoliation 
comes from man. But there is a wonder! It is that there is 
an instance in human history of utter goodness. The man 
Jesus is himself all-holy and the fount of holiness for all. 
He claimed this (John 8:46); he proved it and it is what all 
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Christians claim of him — because he is God. Further, 
Christ’s human mother was, by a special privilege of grace, 
preserved from Original Sin, and remained sinless all of 
her life. 

This sinlessness is how things should have been for 
all, for man and the angels came from the hand of the all¬ 
holy God. The Creator did not intend that there be sin, but 
man chose to sin (as did many angels). The drama of 
human history consists in the struggle leading to the 
conquest by man over sin, or the conquest by sin over man. 
Into this unceasing drama has stepped the Saviour with the 
mission to take away the sin of the world and bestow the 
Spirit of God on those who receive him in faith. He would 
baptize with the Holy Spirit — and there were some 
wonderful harbingers of this. We celebrate one such today 
in St John the Baptist — and he himself was surrounded by 
a cluster of sanctity. His parents were holy people: there 
was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a 
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descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the 
sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and 
decrees blamelessly. Elizabeth was related to the holiest 
human person in all of history — Mary, she who by a gift 
of grace was utterly sinless, and destined to be the mother 
of the Messiah. Her obscure husband was very, very holy. 
In the Liturgical Year the Church honours Mary’s own 
parents (named as Anna and Joachim) as saints — they 
were Elizabeth’s relatives too. In their sanctity, these 
people were summits of the Jewish religion, the purpose of 
which was holiness. As God had said and repeated: “Be 
holy, as I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44-45, 19:2, 20:7). We 
find this stated in the Scriptures in a variety of contexts, 
such as Isaiah 35:8: And a highway will be there; it will be 
called the Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk on 
that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools 
will not go about on it. St Peter in his First Letter 1:16 
repeats the point: like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves in all your behavior; because it is written, “You 
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shall be holy, for I am holy. ” This is the point of revealed 
religion. Religion is found virtually everywhere, but 
“religion” in practice can have a variety of functions, such 
as obtaining material benefits from the gods. The principal 
purpose of revealed religion is to honour God by a holy life 
— holiness understood in its revealed sense, with Jesus 
Christ as the source and model. 

Holiness is the purpose and the achievement of 
revealed religion. It is present in Jesus Christ the summit 
and source, and a harbinger of this was the sanctity 
exemplified in John the Baptist, whose birth we celebrate 
today. He was not conceived free of original sin as was his 
most holy relative Mary, but he was, by a wondrous gift in 
view of the merits of the Redeemer, freed from its power 
while still in the womb. He went on to live a most holy 
life, pointing to the all-holy Messiah who would do for us 
what he did for John when John was still in the womb. He 
would baptize us in the Holy Spirit by means of the 
ministry of his Church. Let us glory in sanctity, then, and 
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make it our life’s goal. Because of Christ, sanctity 
possible. 
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The Solemnity of the Birth of 
St John the Baptist (June 24) 

(June 24) Nativity of John the Baptist Born six months 
before our Lord, John the Baptist was the son of Zachary 
and Elizabeth, cousin of our Lady. He was the last and 
greatest of the prophets. As the forerunner of the Saviour 
his mission was to prepare the chosen people for the 
coming of the Messiah. When Jesus came, John bore 
witness to him before his own disciples and invited them to 
follow him. 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 1:6-7; Lk 1:17 A man was sent 
from God, whose name was John. He came to testify to the 
light, to prepare a people fit for the Lord. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint John the Baptist to 
make ready a nation fit for Christ the Lord, give your 
people, we pray, the grace of spiritual joys and direct the 
hearts of all the faithful into the way of salvation and 
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peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139: lb-3, 

13-14ab, 14c-15; Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66.80 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she 
gave birth to a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard 
that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared 
her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him after his father 
Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, No! He is to 
be called John. They said to her, There is no-one among 
your relatives who has that name. Then they made signs to 
his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 
He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s 
astonishment he wrote, His name is John. Immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he 
began to speak, praising God. The neighbours were all 
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filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea 
people were talking about all these things. Everyone who 
heard this wondered about it, asking, What then is this 
child going to be? For the Lord’s hand was with him. And 
the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in 
the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel (Luke 1:57- 
66.80). 

John Wrongdoing and moral evil is so pronounced 
a feature of the world that there is often disbelief and 
suspicion when there is presented a person of thorough 
goodness. Most would think, rightly or wrongly, that great 
goodness is rare, but all would agree that moral goodness is 
a principal form of outstanding beauty. Every country has 
its scenes of natural beauty — various directions across the 
Blue Mountains from Katoomba in New South Wales offer 
such vistas. But moral beauty, the beauty of personal 
goodness, is particularly precious, irreplaceable and 
stimulating. The Sacred Scriptures provide examples of 
both sin and holiness, and if we want to get to know the 
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one or the other, then we ought open the Bible and start 
reading. John the Baptist is a superlative instance of 
goodness, goodness which began in him before his very 
birth and which flowered during the course of his young 
life. He died in his very early thirties — we know this 
because the Gospels tell us that our Lord was about thirty 
when he began his public ministry, and John, his kinsman, 
was about six months his senior. His life was cut short 
bearing witness to the revealed truth of God concerning 
marriage, and he lived such as to earn from Jesus Christ the 
highest praise. In celebrating his birth each year as a 
liturgical solemnity, the Church is setting forth his life for 
contemplation by Christ’s faithful as a great exemplar. His 
life began not in sin, but in goodness. At the arrival of 
Mary bearing the Redeemer in her womb, John leaped in 
the womb of his holy mother Elizabeth, who at that 
moment was herself filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:41). 
That this event meant for the unborn John being filled with 
the Holy Spirit we know from the earlier words of the 
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Angel Gabriel to John’s father, Zechariah: “he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb” 
(Luke 1:16). It was the gift of the Redeemer who was 
brought to him by Mary. John began life as one who was 
good, and thereupon his path was the path of goodness: 
“the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in 
the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel” (Luke 1:57- 
66.80). Here we have the wonder of one who was faithful 
to God and the moral law as a child, as a youth, as a young 
man and then into his maturity, and called by God to 
announce the coming of the Messiah, and to point out who 
he was. 

I said that Scripture provides us with instances both of 
sin and goodness. It is not easy finding a parallel to the 
goodness of John — who was himself, of course, far 
surpassed by the Messiah to whom he bore witness. There 
are many holy ones in what the Christian calls the Old 
Testament. There are the Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. There is Moses, David, the prophets Elijah, Elisha, 



3680 


Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezechiel — and others, of course. 
But in John the Baptist we are thinking of one who was 
born good, and who immediately set forth on the course of 
goodness and persevered from childhood to manhood. 
There is no mention in the Gospels of any “conversion” of 
John, of any falling away and of any grand and impressive 
recovery of God and a holy life. Holiness marked his 
course from his childhood, it seems: “the Lord’s hand was 
with him. And the child grew and became strong in spirit; 
and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to 
Israel.” I suppose the nearest parallel in the Old Testament 
is Samuel. Samuel’s mother Hannah yearned and prayed 
for a child, “and the Lord remembered her” and she gave 
birth to Samuel. With that, she “lent him to the Lord” (1 
Samuel 1:19-28). The boy “ministered to the Lord, in the 
presence of Eli the priest” (2:11) (we recall that John the 
Baptist was the son of Zechariah the priest, and of 
Elizabeth, a descendent of Aaron). We read that “the word 
of the Lord was rare in those days” (3:1), but a new 
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moment was about to come. The Lord spoke to the boy: 
“Samuel! Samuel” three times. Then he spoke again, and 
Samuel said, “Speak, for thy servant hears” (3:4-10). We 
read of the boy Samuel that he “continued to grow both in 
stature and in favour with the Lord and with men” (1 
Samuel 2:26). “Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him 
and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel 
... knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the 
Lord” (3:19-20). Samuel’s story was that of one who lived 
a good life from his childhood. It did not reach the degree 
attained by John the Baptist who was filled with the Holy 
Spirit from his mother’s womb, and who became a second 
Elijah, a witness to the Messiah himself. But Samuel’s 
childhood is a prefiguring of what we read in today’s 
Gospel of John the Baptist, who “grew and became strong 
in spirit; until he appeared publicly to Israel.” What we are 
speaking of here is the grandeur of moral goodness, the 
beauty of holiness of life. 
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It is clear in the Scriptures that goodness is not just the 
achievement of man — of the good man himself. It is 
above all the gift of God and the Divine Spirit, but the 
subject of goodness himself must co-operate perseveringly 
with the gift of grace. Mary, the Angel told her, was full of 
grace — the Lord was with her. This grace was God’s gift 
to her, and she co-operated with that gift with all her 
powers. So too, Samuel chose to follow God’s word and 
law as did the other good persons of the time before our 
Lord, right up to Simeon and Anna who received Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph in the Temple. John’s birth, which we 
celebrate today, marked the beginning of a story of special 
goodness. But neither he nor anyone else compares with 
the Redeemer, who gives his grace to those who ask it of 
him. 
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Second reflection: (Luke 1:57-66.80) 

John, another Elijah Elijah was a great prophet 
and a legendary figure in the imagination of the people, but 
it is clear from our Lord’s words that John the Baptist was 
greater. He was the Elijah who was to come back and turn 
the hearts of the people to their God. So great was he 
before God that an archangel was sent from heaven to tell 
his parents of his coming birth. This did not happen at the 
birth of Elijah. Our Gospel passage today (Luke 1:57- 
66.80) tells us of his birth and of the exceptional 
circumstances that accompanied it. His very name had 
been given to him from on high and Zachary’s speech 
returned when, with Elizabeth, he insisted on this name. 
The child came into this world with a work to do and he 
was favoured with high gifts to enable him to do it. As our 
text says, the hand of the Lord was with him. What ought 
we think of when we think of the birth of John the Baptist? 
I would suggest we think of one who was born into this 
world favoured with an exceptionally important mission, 
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and who went on to fulfil it. Now, each of us has been 
born into the world with our own place in the salvific plan 
of God. We may not know in great detail how our place 
fits into God’s plan, but we do have our work to do for 
him. John was greatly favoured and so are we, each of us. 
St Paul tells us in one of his Letters that before the world 
began God chose us, chose us in Christ to be holy and full 
of love in his sight. Each of us has our own calling and 
with it our work to do in life, our mission as unfolded to us 
by the Providence of God. John was exceptionally faithful 
to his calling, and we are called to be faithful too. If we 
have failed time and again, then now is the time to begin 
anew. The birth of John the Baptist celebrates the 
beginning of his life and his life’s work. This very day, as 
we celebrate St John the Baptist’s birth, can be a new 
beginning in our life’s work. Let us start again, today, and 
the hand of the Lord will be with us too. The Spirit of God 
has been given to us at our Baptism and at our 
Confirmation, the same Spirit of God who came to John 
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when Elizabeth his mother was visited by the Virgin Mary. 
So then, with St John the Baptist as my inspiration and 
intercessor before God, now I begin! 

Let us every day do our work, however humble it may 
appear in our own eyes and in the eyes of those around us, 
knowing that just as John the Baptist’s life and work had 
its place in God’s salvific plan, so will ours too. Whatever 
it is, we have our work and our mission. Let us do it as 
well as we can in all its humdrum and seemingly 
unimportant detail, and let us do it for the purest love of 
God that is given to us. As St Ignatius of Loyola would put 
it, ad maioram dei gloriam, all for the greater glory of 
God! 
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The Vigil Mass of Saint Peter and Saint Paul 

(June 28) 

(June 29) Saints Peter and Paul (d. 64 & 67) are regarded 
as principal pillars of the Church founded by Christ. Peter 
was chosen by Christ to be his first Vicar on earth; he was 
endowed with powers of the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven (Mt 16:13-19) and charged with the role of 
Shepherd of Christ’s flock (Jn 21:15-17). In Peter and his 
successors, we have a visible sign of unity and communion 
in faith and charity. Divine grace led Peter to profess 
Christ’s divinity. St. Peter suffered martyrdom under 
Nero, in about the year 64 AD. He was buried at the hill of 
the Vatican where recent excavations have revealed his 
tomb on the site of St Peter’s Basilica. Paul was chosen to 
form part of the apostolic college (without being one of the 
Twelve) by Christ himself. His mission was to bring 
Christ’s name to the Gentiles. He was beheaded in the Tre 
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Fontane along the Via Ostiense and buried nearby, on the 
spot of the Basilica of his name. 

The Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Peter the Apostle, and Paul the teacher 
of the Gentiles, these have taught us your law, O Lord. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that we may be 
sustained by the intercession of the blessed Apostles Peter 
and Paul, that, as through them you gave your Church the 
foundations of her heavenly office, so through them you 
may help her to eternal salvation. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Floly Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture for Vigil Mass : Acts 3:1-10; Psalm 18; 

Galatians 1:11-20; John 21:15-19 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
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these ? ’ ‘Yes, Lord, ’ he said, ‘you know that I love you. ’ 
Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs. ’ Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son 
of John, do you love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you. ’ Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep. ’ 
The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you 
love me?’ Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the 
third time, 'Do you love me? ’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love you. ’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my 
sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you 
dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you 
are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 
will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go. ’ 
Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter 
would glorify God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’ 
(John 21:15-19) 

Follow me! On one occasion in our Lord’s public 
ministry, “a man ran up, knelt before him and put this 
question to him, Good master, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life ? (Mark 10: 17). Mark notes that he “ran” to 
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Jesus, and “knelt before him”. In Luke’s version of this, 
we read that he was a “ruler” (18: 18). Matthew remarks 
that he was a “young man” (19:22). All three tell us that he 
had observed God’s commandments. Mark and Luke add 
that he had done this from his earliest days — and this 
must have been so because Mark adds that Christ looked 
on him when he said this, and loved him (10:21). He was 
exceptional, being devoted to God despite the temptations 
of youth, wealth and position. Being a “ruler” (as was 
Nicodemus, John 3: 1), he may have been a young civil 
magistrate, or even (who knows!) a young member of the 
Sanhedrin. In any case, he boldly, openly and full of 
respect, comes to Jesus as would a disciple and asks what 
many young men of wealth and position would scarcely be 
expected to be concerned for. He wanted to know what 
more he need do to be with God after death. He was 
concerned for his eternal salvation — commendable 
indeed, and Christ’s love for him confirms this. Our Lord 
in effect told him that he was on the way — for it was a 
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matter of fulfilling the commands of God. But then our 
Lord answered the rich young ruler’s further question, one 
that was implicit in his profession of obedience to the 
commands of God. What more need I do — which is to 
say, how can I fully satisfy God? I want to please him very 
much. In Luke, our Lord says: there is one thing you lack 
(18:22), and it is the same in Mark (10:21). But in 
Matthew, our Lord says, “If you would be perfect, ...” 
(19:21). So if you wish to be religious and pleasing to God 
- keep the commandments. But if you wish to go much 
further, indeed to aim at the perfection of religion and the 
moral life, leave all and follow the Man Jesus Christ. In 
effect, our Lord is making himself the Object of the 
revealed command of God which, as our Lord himself 
stated, sums up the Law and the Prophets. You must love 
him with all your mind, heart, soul and strength. This is 
what our Lord put to the rich young ruler. He had to take 
the way of a generous love — with Jesus himself as its 
Object. 
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Let the thought of this be an introduction to the 
dialogue between the risen Jesus and the one whom he had, 
during his public ministry, appointed to be the rock of his 
Church and the holder of the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. As with the rich young ruler, the absolutely 
important thing in life was the following of the person of 
Jesus Christ. This following of him was to be based on and 
an expression of love for him. It is implied in our Lord’s 
words to the young man inviting him to sell all he had and 
then follow him, and it is repeatedly stressed in our Lord’s 
words to Simon Peter. Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?’ ‘Yes, Lord, ’ he said, you know that I 
love you. ’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs. ’ Again Jesus said, 
‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you. ’ Jesus said, ‘Take care of 
my sheep. ’ The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of 
John, do you love me?’ Simon’s mission was to feed and 
tend Christ’s flock — and this had to be based on a 
personal love for him. Indeed, Christ expected that this 
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love for him be greater than the love for him possessed by 
the others. On this matter, one of the most distinctive 
things about Revealed Religion is that, on the one hand, 
God is revealed as a God of holy love, and on the other that 
those who have received his revelation are called to love 
him in return — and to love him with all their strength. 
The gods of the religions were not often expected to be 
greatly loved. Nor were they seen as greatly loving their 
devotees. But the God of the Hebrews was: he loved his 
chosen people as a Husband loves his spouse. His people 
were expected to love him in return: you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart , all your mind, all your 
soul and all your strength. It was a religion of genuine and 
reciprocal love. The Christian religion sees all this as 
embodied and focused on Jesus Christ — and we see this 
exemplified in the dialogue between the risen Jesus and 
Simon Peter. It is a dialogue stressing love, and it applies 
to all of Christ’s disciples — and the whole world with all 
its nations are called to this discipleship. Make disciples of 
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all the nations, our Lord said. The Christian religion was 
to be the religion of the world, which meant that all the 
world’s inhabitants are called to be friends of the Incarnate 
God. 


I once heard of a study of marriages that had not 
broken down. It declared that only about one in seven or 
eight these marriages could be said to involve true love 
between the spouses. The spouses had long since given up 
on really growing in their love for one another. There is an 
old saying, that love is a decision. It is not just a feeling 
which you may or may not have. Being a decision, it 
involves ongoing choice and a dedication to the work of 
growing in love. This applies pre-eminently to the work of 
growing in a genuine love for God. If the work is laid 
aside, or taken for granted, or quietly given up in an active 
sense, then it will wither and diminish. This must not be 
allowed to happen. Our Lord’s dialogue with Simon Peter 
shows us what he wants. He wants us actively to follow 
and love him. Love for him is a decision. 
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The Solemnity of Saint Peter and Saint Paul 

(June 29) 

(June 29) Saints Peter and Paul (d. 64 & 67) are regarded 
as principal pillars of the Church founded by Christ. Peter 
was chosen by Christ to be his first Vicar on earth; he was 
endowed with powers of the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven (Mt 16:13-19) and charged with the role of 
Shepherd of Christ’s flock (Jn 21:15-17). In Peter and his 
successors, we have a visible sign of unity and communion 
in faith and charity. Divine grace led Peter to profess 
Christ’s divinity. St. Peter suffered martyrdom under 
Nero, in about the year 64 AD. He was buried at the hill of 
the Vatican where recent excavations have revealed his 
tomb on the site of St Peter’s Basilica. Paul was chosen to 
form part of the apostolic college (without being one of the 
Twelve) by Christ himself. His mission was to bring 
Christ’s name to the Gentiles. He was beheaded in the Tre 
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Fontane along the Via Ostiense and buried nearby, on the 
spot of the Basilica of his name. 

The Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon These are the ones who, living in the 
flesh, planted the Church with their blood; they drank the 
chalice of the Lord and became the friends of God. 

Collect O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles 
Peter and Paul give us the noble and holy joy of this day, 
grant, we pray, that your Church may in all things follow 
the teaching of those through whom she received the 
beginnings of right religion. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Floly Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 12:1-11; Psalm34:2-9; 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16:13-19 
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When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man 
is? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 
But what about you? he asked. Who do you say I am? 
Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. (Matthew 16:13-19) 

Christ and His Church There are numerous titles 
of Jesus Christ in the New Testament, and we have three in 
our passage today. John the Baptist pointed to him as “the 
Lamb of God.” He is called “my Son, the Beloved” by the 
heavenly Father. Our Lord refers to himself as the Bread 
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of God and the Bread of life (John 6). He speaks of 
himself as the Bridegroom (John 3.) He claims the title of 
Messiah when speaking to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s 
Well (John 4:26), and Teacher and Lord when with his 
disciples at the Last Supper (John 13:13). He is the Gate of 
the sheepfold, and the Good shepherd (John 10). The 
demons call him the Holy One of God. He is the Light of 
the world (John 8). He is Lord and God (John 20:28), and 
Saviour of the world (John 4:42). He is, of course, Son of 
David. There are numerous other titles for Jesus Christ in 
the New Testament outside of the Gospels, but one of the 
most common that our Lord uses of himself in the Gospels 
is simply “Son of Man.” When referring to himself in 
conversation with the leaders as with his disciples, this 
seems a normal title he uses. Clearly, it did not 
immediately carry a messianic connotation, even though 
the Christian can see its connection with, say, the great 
vision of the prophet Daniel. “I saw in the night visions 
and behold with the clouds of heaven there came one like a 
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son of man and he came to the Ancient of Days ... and to 
him was given dominion and glory and kingdom” (7:13- 
14). But this title in itself was basically unpretentious and 
ordinary. It is commonly used by God in addressing 
Ezechiel the prophet: “the word of the Lord came to me: 
Son of man, I have made you a watchman of the house of 
Israel” (3:16). There is nothing messianic in the title as 
applied by God to Ezechiel. Doubtless, our Lord chose the 
title for himself with various Scriptural allusions in mind, 
but knowing that of itself it would not arouse great 
expectations. In his ordinary use of it for himself, our Lord 
was referring to his humanity and his position of brother to 
all. In our Gospel passage today, though, this title for 
himself, ordinary in itself, is the trigger for an 
extraordinary question. We read that “When Jesus came to 
the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
Who do people say the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13- 
19). The “man” before you — what titles do people use of 
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him? They answered. People think you to be a prophet — 
and a great one. But what of you, my disciples? 

It is interesting that among the titles reported to our 
Lord by the disciples on this occasion, that of “Messiah” is 
lacking. This is not to say that it was absent from the 
speculation of people about him — the Gospel of St John 
confirms it was (John 7:41; 10:24). But our Lord himself 
avoided the title and seems to have discouraged its use 
among the populace. The problem was that a military, 
Davidic Messiah was expected by many, and this did 
indeed result in movements of sedition. JJe directly 
claimed the title in conversation with certain individuals, 
though — such as the Samaritan woman (John 4:26). 
Interestingly, when using the title “Son of man” of himself 
when speaking with the man born blind, Christ gives it a 
high meaning — for the man believed and “worshiped” 
him (John 9:38). Here in our Gospel passage today, 
though, we have the formal acknowledgment by our Lord’s 
disciples, expressed by Simon their head, that the “son of 



3701 


man” is Messiah and Son of the living God. Most 
remarkable is Simon Peter’s profession of Jesus being the 
Son of the living God. This “son of man,” their master, 
was somehow divine. This may be regarded as something 
of a parallel in Matthew’s Gospel to the acknowledgment 
by Thomas in John’s Gospel of the risen Christ’s divinity 
(John 20:29). This is not to determine the degree of Simon 
Peter’s insight into the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ. 
After all, he failed lamentably at the time of the Passion 
with his threefold denial, and shared in the devastation of 
the disciples at the death of their Master. However, that he 
attained the essential fact of Jesus’ Messiahship and 
divinity is clear from the high commendation given to him 
by our Lord. Further, our Lord declares that he had gained 
this faith and insight not from any natural means but from 
on high, from the Father in heaven. All up, it is a 
remarkable event that Matthew has recorded, and it leads 
directly to a new revelation by Christ. It is that the 
Kingdom of heaven, about which he had been preaching, 
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will be brought to the world by means of his Church — and 
Peter will be the bearer of the keys to it. Altogether special 
powers are entrusted to Simon, and his office is made clear 
by his title: he is the “Rock.” He is the King’s First 
Minister. This is a new stage in Christ’s public ministry. 
Hitherto he has been preaching the Kingdom, of which he, 
clearly, is the King. Now there is a Church which he has 
instituted — it is not merely a great movement. 

One of the curious things about this pivotal and 
unusual passage, so pregnant with significance in the 
structure of Matthew’s Gospel, is that it has been so 
commonly overlooked and explained away. I have been 
repeatedly struck by the number of times I have seen 
references to the Christian “movement” in the immediate 
era following Jesus Christ. This way of characterizing 
early Christian history is often used by academic 
historians, and it is a complete misconception. The 
essential thing about early Christian history, following 
upon the intended institution by Jesus Christ as portrayed, 
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for instance, in our passage today, is that it is the story of 
the Church which he founded — together with its 
vicissitudes and divisions. Our passage is one we ought 
know well and ponder deeply. 


Second reflection: (Matthew 16:13-19) 

“‘But you, ’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then 
Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ, ’ he said ‘the 
Son of the living God. 

Doctrine There has been an attitude in some 
religious circles that puts little store on exact and objective 
religious knowledge. In the wider community, of course, 
there is very little importance put on it because of the 
plurality of our society, and in a sense this is quite 
understandable. Society has to function harmoniously with 
full allowance made for great divergences in religious 
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doctrine. This practical social and political liberalism in 
society can easily lead from a tolerance of religious 
diversity to a widespread relativism in respect to religious 
truth which can be every bit as dogmatic as any exact 
religious doctrine. That is to say, there can become 
prevalent in society an intolerance of all religious dogma, 
of the very idea of dogma and of any claim by anybody to 
the possession of objective religious truth. It can amount 
to a dictatorship of relativism, and Pope Benedict XVI 
often stated that this is one of the most widespread 
problems of our day. The allowance that society must 
make for various religious positions has insidiously led to 
an assumption that truth is simply relative to each person, 
and that objective truth about anything either does not exist 
or is unattainable. This unconscious (and at times 
deliberate) philosophical position can find its way into 
considerable portions of Christ’s faithful, and manifest 
itself in a dislike for exact and objective doctrine, the 
doctrine of the Church about God and his plan as 
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insistently set forth by the Church’s pastors. When this 
happens in a person, the spirit of the world has displaced 
the mind of Christ. 

That religious doctrine is very important to our Lord 
himself is abundantly clear from our Gospel passage today, 
the feast of St Peter and St Paul. In our passage today it is 
a matter of the fundamental doctrine that we must start 
with, answering to the question, who is Jesus? Is Jesus just 
another great religious leader in the line of many others 
such as Abraham, Moses, the Hebrew prophets? Is he to 
be classed with famous figures beyond the chosen people 
of God, such as Zoroasthra, Buddha, Confucius, and 
Mahomet? Our Gospel passage today (Matthew 16:13-19) 
shows our Lord asking his disciples who men say he is. 
That he asks such a question shows that it is very important 
to God and to Christ that the question be answered and that 
the answer be exact, objective, and correct. The disciples 
tell him that people say he is a great prophet. But that is 
not enough, for our Lord asks them, “But who do you say I 
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am?” The point here, I suggest, is that the mere fact that 
our Lord asks this question ought cause us to pause and 
reflect on the widespread assumption of our time. The 
assumption is that a true, exact and absolutely objective 
answer to the question of religious truth is not important, 
and even that it is objectionable to claim dogmatically to 
have the answer. By his very question Christ is showing 
that dogma is part of the Christian religion and that to be 
among his disciples one must adhere to a body of correct 
dogma. The correct dogma came in the answer given by 
Simon, that he, Jesus, is the Messiah and the Son of God. 

Our Christian faith is doctrinal. Having heard 
Simon’s answer, our Lord proceeded to institute the means 
for the preservation of revealed truth in the Church till the 
end of time. That means, as every Catholic knows, lies in 
the teaching ministry and charism of Peter and his 
successors: “you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church.” Let us throughout our life put great spiritual store 
on exact religious doctrine as set forth by the Church’s 
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living magisterium. We must make it the basis of our 
knowledge of God and his plan. As our Lord said at the 
Last Supper, eternal life is this, to know you Father and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. We will not know the 
living God if we are not concerned to know and possess the 
Church’s doctrine. 
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Feast of St Thomas the Apostle (July 3) 

(July 3) St Thomas Among the apostles, Thomas is 
remembered mainly for his doubts about the resurrection of 
Christ. Eight days after the Resurrection, he made up for 
his unbelief with a profession of faith, “My Lord and my 
God!” (Jn 20:28). According to tradition, he preached the 
Gospel in India, where he was martyred. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 118 (1177:28, 21 You are my 
God, and I confess you; you are my God, and I exalt you; I 
will thank you, for you became my savior. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may glory in the 
Feast of the blessed Apostle Thomas, so that we may 
always be sustained by his intercession and, believing, may 
have life in the name of Jesus Christ your Son, whom 
Thomas acknowledged as the Lord. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 
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Scripture today : Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalm 117:lbc, 2; 
John 20:24-29 

Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, 
was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, We have seen the Lord! But he said to 
them, Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, 
I will not believe it. A week later his disciples were in the 
house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, Peace be with you! Then he said to Thomas, Put your 
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe. Thomas said to 
him, My Lord and my God! Then Jesus told him, Because 
you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed. (John 20:24-29) 

Lord and God St Thomas the Apostle is 

commonly thought of as “the doubting Thomas” - and he 
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did refuse to believe the unanimous witness of the Apostles 
to Christ’s resurrection. But I do not think this is how, in 
his depiction of him, John wishes him to be primarily 
remembered. That he refused to accept the bodily 
Resurrection of Jesus simply on the word of others who 
had seen him was a feature not peculiar to himself. We 
read in the Gospel of St Mark that Christ “appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene ... She went and told those who had been 
with him, as they mourned and wept. But when they heard 
that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not 
believe.” Then when the risen Jesus appeared to two of the 
disciples as they were walking into the country, the 
disciples “did not believe them” either. The disciples only 
believed when he appeared to them “as they sat at table; 
and he upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they had not believed those who saw him 
after he had risen” (Mark 16:9-14). They did not believe 
the word of witnesses, having forgotten our Lord’s own 
predictions of his death and resurrection. Luke tells us the 
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same thing. When Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them “told this 
to the disciples”, their “words seemed to them an idle tale, 
and they did not believe them.” Report of this had reached 
the two who were walking to Emmaus (referred to also by 
Mark), but there was no joyful excitement in them — they 
had not seen, so they did not believe. At Emmaus our Lord 
revealed himself to the two as risen from the dead. It was 
then that they saw. When they got back to the others in 
Jerusalem, they were told by the disciples that it was true. 
Jesus had risen from the dead — this time they had 
accepted the word of Simon Peter their chief, to whom our 
Lord had appeared (Luke 24:10-11.30-35). In the Gospel 
of St Matthew, the women on the way from the empty 
tomb were met by Jesus who told them to “go and tell my 
brethren to go to Galilee and there they will see me.” 
Interestingly, we read that at the mountain in Galilee, when 
the disciples “saw him they worshiped him; but some 
doubted ” (Matthew 28:10.16-17). In the Gospel of St 
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John, Mary Magdalene arrives from the tomb and tells 
them that “I have seen the Lord.” John passes over their 
response (he presumes what has been said of them in the 
other Gospels), and immediately informs us of the 
appearance of Jesus to them that evening (20:18-19). 

So it is very clear that doubt at the word of those who 
had seen the risen Jesus was not special to Thomas, 
although, in view of the united testimony of the Apostles as 
recorded in John, his doubt was notably intransigent. At 
least, as recorded in Luke 24:34-35, the others had 
accepted the word of Simon Peter prior to Christ’s 
appearance to them together. But Thomas would not 
accept the word of the Apostles, flowever, this having 
been granted, the striking thing about Thomas once our 
Lord appeared again — this time with him among them — 
was the great faith and insight he manifested (John 20:28). 
Thomas perceived that the risen Jesus before him, the Man 
he had known and followed so generously and whom he 
would follow generously to his death, was the Lord God of 
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the Scriptures. He was Yahweh, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of the kings, the prophets and 
priests, the God of the Covenant, the God of the chosen 
people — his Lord and God, though not the Father nor the 
Holy Spirit, each of whom was the same Lord God of all. 
In perceiving so clearly and in acknowledging so forcefully 
and openly the divinity of Jesus Christ, by implication he 
was acknowledging the ineffable mysteries of the 
Incarnation, the Atonement and the Holy Trinity. He had 
attained the heights of faith, a perception of a Reality that 
was beyond human understanding and acquisition, and 
accessible only by divine revelation. It has been long 
disputed whether John concluded his Gospel at this point, 
and whether or not the present final chapter 21 is an 
addition by John’s disciples. The matter doubtlessly will 
remain unresolved, but it matters little for it is all inspired. 
However, if John did conclude his own writing at this 
point, it would not be surprising, for Thomas’s grand 
profession of faith is a fitting finale, a worthy toll of the 
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great bell concluding John’s incomparable account. The 
Apostles did gain many inklings of Christ’s divinity during 
the public ministry — notably at Simon Peter’s profession 
at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:16) — but it was fitful 
and far from intrepid. This would come with the gift of the 
Spirit. But what Thomas stands for is not merely stubborn 
doubt, which is what we may gather from his nickname, 
“the doubting Thomas.” What he stands for is the 
apprehension in faith of the divinity of Jesus Christ. 

The most remarkable phenomenon in the history of 
the universe is the appearance among men of Jesus Christ. 
This is because he is none other than God become man, 
remaining truly God and being all the while truly man. All 
of human history can be divided into two great phases: that 
before him and that after him, BC and AD. Even if there 
are still so many who do not recognize who he really is, 
still, that such a claim is seriously made by and of a certain 
Man, and that so very many accept and follow him as such, 
is a worthy reason for dividing human history accordingly. 
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Thomas’s profession of faith embodies the testimony of so 
many, and it proclaims the Star of the ages, the Jewel of the 
human race, Jesus of Nazareth, the long-awaited Messiah 
and Redeemer, and the Lord God of all that is. 


Second reflection: (John 20:24-29) 

“Ton believe because you can see me. Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet believed 

Faith Modern man ought be able to identify in a 
special way with Thomas the Apostle, because initially 
Thomas had an intractable problem with the resurrection of 
Christ. I remember years ago a very prominent federal 
politician in Australia was asked if he were a Christian. He 
said that inasmuch as Christianity hinges on the truth of the 
Resurrection, he would have to regard himself as a 
fellow-traveller with Christianity because he did not accept 
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the Resurrection. At least he was honest and he certainly 
had hit on the heart of the matter. One of the distinctive 
philosophical assumptions of our day is the view that there 
is no supernatural realm. This is because the only valid test 
of the truth of anything is deemed to be an empirical test. 
This, of course is an assumption, and the religious theist 
would ask that this assumption be justified especially in the 
face of the voice of mankind across the ages testifying to 
the supernatural. But such is the starting point of many in 
our day. I remember years ago watching a religious 
discussion on television and one of the participants was a 
minister of religion who was very sceptical of many 
Christian dogmas. For instance, to the surprise of the 
participants he did not believe in Satan nor in hell, and 
demanded that such dogmas be demonstrated. When asked 
what kind of demonstration he would be looking for, he 
said he would have to see Satan appear before him to 
believe it. He was no philosopher, but he too required an 
empirical test. 
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Like the other Apostles, Thomas had heard our Lord 
tell them of his coming passion and death, and how on the 
third day he would rise again. Like them, too, he had not 
absorbed this teaching at all, and when confronted with the 
claim by the other Apostles that Jesus had truly risen from 
the dead, Thomas resolutely refused to believe. He laid 
down the terms of his acceptance of their claims. He 
would have to see, touch and feel the risen Jesus as well as 
his very wounds. In many respects Thomas was a true 
empiricist at this stage of his discipleship, and one whose 
story and words modern man ought therefore listen to. 
Christ our Lord obliged, and appeared before him inviting 
Thomas not only to see him, but to touch and feel his 
wounds. The claim of the Apostles was vindicated 
empirically. The important thing was that Thomas went on 
to a wonderful and total belief, rising far above the 
acceptance of what was now obvious: the resurrection from 
the dead of Jesus of Nazareth. Thomas was given the grace 
to perceive in faith that the risen Jesus was Lord and God, 
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Yahweh God himself, the Son of the Father. But our Lord 
does not appear in this scene to praise Thomas very highly 
for his faith. Fie attained the faith indeed, but it was 
because he had seen. Rather, our Lord went on to say, 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” 
(John 20:24-29). That is the word of the risen Jesus to the 
man of our day, especially to the empiricist. We must pray 
for the right starting point, the right underlying assumption, 
one that is open to the truth that comes from God in its 
entirety. 

Thomas went on to be an heroic disciple of the 
Master, working in India and dying for his Lord. He would 
often have told people how he saw and felt the risen Jesus, 
and how Jesus had said that blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe. Let us treasure Thomas’s testimony: 
Jesus is Christ the Son of God. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Memorial of St. Mary Magdalene (July 22) 

(July 22) Saint Mary Magdalene . She was one of Christ’s 
disciples and is described as one freed by our Lord of 
seven devils. She was one of his few disciples present at 
his death and burial. On the morning of his resurrection 
she went to his tomb and found it empty, and remaining 
behind was the first (as recorded in the Gospel) to whom 
the risen redeemer appeared. He asked her to announce his 
resurrection to the apostles. Devotion to her spread 
throughout the Western Church especially in the twelfth 
century. 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 20:17 The Lord said to Mary 
Magdalene: Go to my brothers and tell them: I am going to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. 

Collect O God, whose Only Begotten Son entrusted Mary 
Magdalene before all others with announcing the great joy 
of the Resurrection, grant, we pray, that through her 
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intercession and example we may proclaim the living 
Christ and come to see him reigning in your glory. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Song of Songs 3:1-4; Psalm 62; 

John 20:1-2, 11-18. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the 
stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
Jesus loved, and said, They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him! But 
Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in 
white, seated where Jesus ’ body had been, one at the head 
and the other at the feet. They asked her, Woman, why are 
you weeping? They have taken my Lord away, she said, 
and I don’t know where they have put him. At this, she 
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turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realise that it was Jesus. Woman, he said, why are you 
weeping? Who is it you are looking for? Thinking he was 
the gardener, she said, Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him. Jesus 
said to her, Mary. She turned towards him and cried out in 
Hebrew, Rabboni! (which means Teacher). Jesus said, Do 
not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. 
Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 7 am returning to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. ’ 
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: I 
have seen the Lord! And she told them that he had said 
these things to her. (John 20:1-2, 11-18) 

Magdalene The fact that the Church celebrates 
during the Liturgical Year the memorial of Mary 
Magdalene proves that she attained an exceptional sanctity. 
She is counted among the Church’s saints, and this shows 
that her love for Christ went far beyond that of being a 
mere acquaintance. Let us then consider her as she is 



3722 


presented in the inspired writings of the Gospels. She is 
listed by St Luke (8:2) among the women who ministered 
to our Lord’s travelling band as they engaged in their 
apostolic activity. Some of the women had been cured of 
evil spirits and illnesses, and Mary Magdalene is 
mentioned in particular as having been liberated by our 
Lord of “seven devils”. What this entailed, we are not told. 
From early times some identified her with the woman who 
was a sinner and who anointed Jesus’ feet in the house of 
Simon the Pharisee. But there is no basis for this in the 
Gospel account. Others have identified her with Mary the 
sister of Martha who anointed our Lord after he had raised 
Lazarus from the dead. Again, there is no basis for this in 
the Gospel account. In view of the common assumption 
that she had been a great sinner, I would observe that this 
too is not explicitly stated in the Gospels. Her having 
suffered from demonic possession does not prove it 
because there are cases in the Gospels of people freed by 
Christ of possession by the devil without it being implied 
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that they had been great sinners. A particularly serious 
case was that of the young boy whom Christ liberated from 
possession (Luke 9:38). Our Lord’s disciples had been 
unable to cast out the devil. 

What does shine through in the Gospel account — 
especially in the account of today — is the magnitude of 
love Mary of Magdala had for Christ (John 20:1-2.11-18). 
It is evident she was totally devoted to him and looked on 
him as the Master of her life and being. She ministered to 
him and to the Twelve during the apostolic journeys of his 
public ministry, and followed him to his death on Calvary. 
There she remained with Mary his mother and John the 
beloved disciple, together with a few others. She would 
have been very close to Mary his mother. She was among 
the first to arrive at his tomb early on the Sunday morning 
after the Sabbath day of rest, and there discovered the 
empty tomb. There she had her joyous encounter with the 
risen Jesus. She actually touched him (“Do not cling to 
me”), a privilege granted to the Twelve in the evening of 
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that first day. She heard him say that he was ascending to 
the Father, and she was the first to be asked by him to 
announce his resurrection. Undoubtedly, for ever 
afterwards she was an ardent witness in the infant Church 
to the risen Jesus, a witness overflowing with love for him 
who is the living and unseen head of the Church. Mary of 
Magdala can be regarded as a representative par excellence 
of the lay members of Christ’s faithful, subject to the 
guidance of the Twelve but bringing to the Church and to 
the world around her an altogether special witness to the 
reality of Christ the Lord. She was a witness in her own 
right to the resurrection, reminding us that simply by our 
baptism and confirmation we are sent by Christ to 
announce him to the world. We do this, however, as 
members of the Church, led by the Twelve. 

Mary Magdalene is one of the earliest of the lay 
saints, so characteristic of the early Church. It has often 
been pointed out that the triumph of the Christian Church 
at the beginning of the fourth century was due in no small 
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measure to the preceding centuries of witness by the lay 
faithful. Mary Magdalene embodies the lay saint on whom 
so much of the Church’s mission depends. All members of 
the Church are called to be passionately in love with Jesus 
and fully participating in the mission of the Church his 
body, which mission is to bring the knowledge and love of 
the risen Jesus to the world. 

-- 
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Feast of St James the Greater, Apostle (July 25) 

(July 25) St. James the Greater, Apostle . Often called “the 
Greater” because of Mark’s reference to the other apostle 
James as “the younger James” (Mk 15:40), he was the son 
of Zebedee, and was called by Jesus together with his 
brother John. James was one of the three apostles, along 
with Peter and John, who witnessed the Transfiguration 
(Mt 17:1-2) and the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane 
(Mt 26:37-46). James was condemned to death by Agrippa 
I and beheaded in the year 42, the first martyr among the 
apostles. A lesson? Even in the midst of difficulties, we 
should not get discouraged but relying on God’s grace we 
should go to him with confidence, telling him as did James 
(and John), “We can!” (Mt 20:22). 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4:18, 21 As he walked by the 
Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James the son of Zebedee and 
John his brother mending their nets and he called them. 
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Collect Almighty ever-living God, who consecrated the 
first fruits of your Apostles by the blood of Saint James, 
grant, we pray, that your Church may be strengthened by 
his confession of faith and constantly sustained by his 
protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Psalm 126:lbc-6; 
Matthew 20:20-28 

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with 
her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favour of him. What 
is it you want? he asked. She said, Grant that one of these 
two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your 
left in your kingdom. You don’t know what you are asking, 
Jesus said to them. Can you drink the cup I am going to 
drink? We can! they answered. Jesus said to them, You 
will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left 
is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for 
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whom they have been prepared by my Father. When the 
ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two 
brothers. Jesus called them together and said, You know 
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with 
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must 
be your slave —just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. (Matthew 20:20-28) 

The Cup Inasmuch as Christ selected three of his 
Apostles for special moments with him during his public 
ministry, we may regard those three as special indeed. 
They were Peter, James and John. In our passage today, 
James and John, together with their mother, approach our 
Lord and ask that they sit next to him in his kingdom. Of 
course, they did not know what they were, as we say, 
letting themselves in for. “You do not know what you are 
asking, Jesus said to them. Can you drink the cup I am 
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going to drink?” Our Lord’s use of the metaphor of a 
“cup” illustrates once again how steeped was his human 
mind and imagination in the Holy Scriptures. We read in 
Psalm 75 [74] that “it is God who executes judgment” — 
and the image of the “cup” is used to depict this. “For in 
the hand of the Lord there is a cup, with foaming wine, 
well mixed; and he will pour a draft from it, and all the 
wicked of the earth shall drain it down to the dregs” — and 
the psalmist will rejoice for ever, for the wicked will be cut 
off and the righteous exalted (75:7-10). So the “cup” of the 
Lord here is his wrath and it will be drunk by the wicked. 
Again, in the later Isaiah, Jerusalem is portrayed as having 
drunk of “the cup” of the Lord’s wrath: “Stand up, 
Jerusalem, you who have drunk at the hand of the Lord the 
cup of his wrath, who have drunk to the dregs the bowl of 
staggering ... Therefore hear this, you who are afflicted, 
who are drunk, but not with wine.” Then God promises 
relief and redress: “Behold, I have taken from your hand 
the cup of staggering; the bowl of my wrath you shall drink 
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no more; and I shall put it into the hand of your 
tormenters” (Isaiah 51:17-22). The prophet Jeremiah uses 
this image too: “Thus the Lord, the God of Israel, said to 
me: ‘Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and 
make all the nations to whom I send you drink it’” 
(Jeremiah 25:15-18). But drinking from the cup can also 
denote salvation and gratitude for being saved: “The cup of 
salvation I will take up, and I will call upon the name of the 
Lord” (Psalm 116:4). This saving “cup” that Christ would 
drink also alludes to the new covenant between God and 
man he established in his blood “poured out for you.” It is 
made present in the Eucharistic cup: “he took the cup after 
the supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which shall be poured out for you’” (Luke 22:20). 

The “cup” of God’s “wrath,” which is to say the 
punishment for sin, was accepted by Jesus Christ in his 
Passion and Death. He atoned for the sins of the world by 
drinking of the “cup” of the divine “wrath.” It thus became 
the cup of salvation, and sealed a new covenant in his 
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blood. It was thus that suffering and death can now be 
something new. From being the embodiment of the 
judgment and “wrath” of God, it can be the embodiment of 
friendship for Christ and a most loving union with him. 
Friendship with Jesus Christ — the golden prize intended 
by God for every man and woman, containing every 
heavenly blessing — involves being united with him in his 
consuming desire to fulfil the will of his heavenly Father. 
We cannot be a friend of Jesus Christ if we wish merely to 
sit by him while he is moving on in the grand mission that 
culminates in the Cross. We shall be left behind in our 
sloth and sins. If we wish to sit with him in his glory, we 
must drink the “cup” he came to drink. What carries us 
through in this awesome prospect is love for Jesus Christ, 
and this love is the gift of grace. St Ignatius Loyola ends 
his Spiritual Exercises with a special prayer of self¬ 
oblation. Take all, the one praying this prayer says, take all 
— just give me, O Lord, your love and your grace! The 
one thing necessary is that we possess genuine love for 
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Jesus Christ and the grace to grow in this love, whatever it 
entails. When the rich young man came hurriedly to Jesus 
asking what he had to do to gain eternal life, Christ looked 
on him with love and told him there was one thing he 
lacked if he desired the perfection of human living and life 
eternal hereafter. He needed to divest himself of his 
possessions, give them to the poor, and follow him — 
Jesus. The essence of this invitation as applicable to all is 
the following of Jesus Christ. This means, as our Gospel 
today makes clear, drinking the “cup” that Christ came to 
drink and did drink. By the power of grace, many have 
done this. Take John Fisher - he was born in Beverley, 
Yorkshire, England in 1469, and was named after Saint 
John the Baptist. He was the only bishop in England who 
defended unto death the Pope against the tyranny of King 
Henry VIII. All the other English bishops gave in. John 
Fisher defended the valid marriage of Henry to Catherine 
of Aragon and opposed Henry VIII’s assumption of the 
title “Supreme Head” of the English Church. As his 
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execution in 1535 for this approached. Pope Paul III named 
the learned and holy Fisher as a cardinal of the Church, and 
I think he might be the only cardinal to have died a martyr. 

We need to pray for the grace to see that drinking the 
“cup” which Christ drank, and doing so for love of him, is 
at the heart of the Christian life. Of course, the “cup” will 
vary according to each one’s vocation and circumstances. 
It may mean dying by a thousand cuts, rather than at the 
block, as it were. But there is one thing that is certain, it is 
that sitting by the side of Jesus Christ in his kingdom will 
mean drinking his cup. But all may aspire to it and, 
trusting in God, do so with confidence. As Christ hung 
dying on the cross, one of the two dying with him said — 
and it is remarkable — Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom! Truly, I tell you, the King 
replied, this day you will be with me in Paradise! (Luke 
23:43). Let us stand with the King, then! 
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Second reflection: (Matthew 20:20-28) 

“ ‘You do not know what you are asking, ’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Can you drink the cup that I am going to 
drink?’ They replied, ‘We can. ’ ‘Very well, ’ he said ‘you 
shall drink my cup ’... ” 

Drink the Cup There is something very consoling 
in the Gospel scene the Church places before us on this 
feast of St James the apostle, brother of John the evangelist 
and pillar of the infant Church. It is a good scene for all 
who are beginners or who know they still have far to go in 
Christian discipleship. James’s mother, his brother John 
and he himself came to Jesus to ask a special request. Our 
Lord, full of graciousness, asked her what she wanted of 
him. “Promise that these two sons of mine may sit one at 
your right hand and the other at your left in your kingdom” 
(Matthew 20:20-28). There was much that was good here: 
it showed that she and her sons fully accepted that he was 
the long-awaited Messiah who would establish God’s 
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kingdom, the dream of God’s chosen people and the end 
goal of all history. They had cast their lot with him and 
they had determined to accompany him through all that it 
would take right to his glory. Surely our Lord would have 
seen their good will and their determination. We read that 
on another occasion our Lord nicknamed them “sons of 
thunder” — indicating their passionate characters. Perhaps 
he would have smiled within himself as he heard their 
request, and perhaps too he would have continued smiling 
as he said to them that they did not know what they were 
asking. They did not realise what would be involved in 
attaining such a goal. They did not yet understand that it 
was necessary for the Son of Man to suffer very greatly in 
order to enter into his glory, and that those who hoped to 
share his glory must accompany him in his sufferings. 
“You do not know what your are asking,” Jesus answered. 
“Can you drink the cup that I am going to drink?” 

The consoling thing about this very human scene is 
that despite their immature and mixed motives, despite the 
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fact that they had a long way to go c in their understanding 
of what God’s kingdom was and entailed, despite their 
wanting top places for themselves (at our Lord’s right and 
left), at heart they were very good. Their love for Jesus 
and faith in him was at the centre of everything. So it was 
that their reply to Christ’s question as to whether they 
could drink his cup was an immediate “We can!” Christ 
accepted their answer because he knew that they truly 
loved him and had given their lives to him and to his work. 
They would follow him to the end and James himself 
would be the first of the Twelve to share in Christ’s death 
for the sake of the kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit would 
form them and they would drink his cup. And now, what 
of each of us? You would like to be a true disciple of 
Christ? You would like to follow him into his kingdom 
and share in his glory. Take heart! Christ our Lord knows 
that you do not yet entirely realize what it will take. You 
yourself probably suspect and even know that your motives 
are still rather mixed and cannot be said to be motives of 
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pure love for our Lord, a love that is ready to follow him 
especially in his sufferings. However, take heart in our 
Gospel scene today. If Christ were to ask you whether you 
are prepared to drink his cup, you might indeed with James 
and John say, Yes Master! If that is the desire of your 
heart, say it and mean it! Mean it, and entrust your answer 
to Jesus, asking him to lead you on just as he led James and 
John on. Ask him to look after your promise to him and 
help it to become mature and truly loving, ready to drink 
whatever cup the Father in his goodness and love presents 
to you in the course of your life in Christ. 

Let us place ourselves in that scene and ask our Lord 
to help us truly follow him just as he helped the two 
brothers of our Gospel text today. Be consoled at the 
encouraging response of our Lord to the enthusiastic if 
immature and slightly self-interested commitment of James 
whose feast we celebrate today. Christ looks kindly and 
encouragingly on our good if mixed beginnings just as he 
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did those of James. Let us pray that our desire to belong to 
Christ will be crowned by a life worthy of our calling. 
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Memorial of St Martha (July 29) 

(July 29) Saint Martha . Our Lord Jesus Christ loved 
Martha, Mary and their brother Lazarus, and they took 
loving care of him in his visits to them. Martha received 
the Lord into her home and provided for his needs with 
great care. On one such visit Martha freely complained to 
our Lord for not telling her sister to help her with the 
serving. At her request the Lord returned and raised her 
brother from the dead. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 10:38 Jesus entered a village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 
home. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whose Son was 
pleased to be welcomed in Saint Martha’s house as a guest, 
grant, we pray, that through her intercession, serving Christ 
faithfully in our brothers and sisters, we may merit to be 
received by you in the halls of heaven. Through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 7:1-11; Psalm 84:3,4,5 

6aand8a,ll; John 11:19-27 or Luke 10:38-42 

Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. Lord, Martha said to Jesus, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. But I know 
that even now God will give you whatever you ask. Jesus 
said to her, Your brother will rise again. Martha 
answered, I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day. Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this? Yes, Lord, she told him, I believe that 
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into 
the world. (John 11:19-27) 
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Martha We are reminded of some very 

fundamental things on Saint Martha’s day. To begin with, 
there is the simple fact that Martha is venerated in the 
Church’s year as a saint. All readers of the Gospel are 
aware of the incident in which Martha is described as 
serving our Lord during one of his visits to her home. Her 
love for our Lord was one of practical service. Her sister 
Mary placed herself at the feet of our Lord and spent the 
time listening to him speaking, and Martha, distracted with 
all the work of serving came to our Lord and openly 
complained not only about her sister, but about him for 
letting her just sit there without helping (Luke 10:38-42). 
She was gently corrected by our Lord and told that only 
one thing was necessary and Mary had chosen it. It would 
not be taken from her. Despite and perhaps because of this 
correction, it is Martha whom we celebrate every year as a 
saint. Her brother Lazarus whom our Lord loved is not 
thus remembered, nor is her sister Mary unless we count 
her to have been St Mary Magdalene — and there is no 
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explicit warrant in the Gospel for doing so. Undoubtedly 
all three were holy disciples of our Lord in the infant 
Church, but it is Martha who is honoured by the Church’s 
liturgical year. As we think of this, let us look on Martha 
as representative of the ordinary person given the privilege 
of being Christ’s friend by baptism and called to seek a 
holiness that is truly attainable. Martha had her faults and 
she was corrected by our Lord for them, but she is 
honoured universally now as a saint of God. Saint Martha 
reminds us that the sanctity to which we are called can be 
attained, and it is attained by living consistently according 
to the requirements of our friendship with Jesus in 
everyday life. 

Martha not only reminds us that sanctity is attainable, 
but also that sanctity is for the ordinary life. She was not 
one of the Twelve, of course. Nor, of course, was she one 
of the seventy or so who were sent out by our Lord on 
mission, so she was not one of those chosen for the special 
vocation of being part of his apostolic band. Nor was she 
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one of the several women (like St Mary Magdalene) who 
moved around with our Lord and his apostolic community 
on mission, attending to their needs and supporting him 
and them from their own means. One gathers from the 
Gospel text that Martha, Mary and Lazarus lived at 
Bethany and stayed there fulfilling the duties of an 
ordinary state of life — perhaps running a business (like St 
Joseph and our Lord himself previously at Nazareth), who 
knows! Our Lord did not invite them to follow him in the 
way he invited certain others, such as the rich young man. 
Theirs was an ordinary life. Yet they enjoyed a wonderful 
friendship with our Lord, and our Lord showed his love 
and care for them, visiting them and introducing them into 
the mysteries of his Person and mission. They were his 
intimates and showed their genuine love for him. When 
our Lord came to raise Lazarus from the dead, Martha 
expressed before him (John 11:19-27) the fulness of 
Christian faith, pronouncing him to be the long promised 
Messiah, the Son of God. Martha and her brother and 
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sister were outstanding disciples of our Lord. All of this 
reminds us that however ordinary be our vocation and state 
of life, we are called by our Lord to an intimate friendship 
with him. It is not only those who are called to the 
priesthood and consecrated life — altogether special 
though these vocations are — who have the privilege of a 
call to sanctity. Saint Martha teaches us that with baptism, 
sanctity is the vocation of the Everyman. 

Saint Martha reminds us that sanctity is attainable and 
it is the calling of all the baptised. This sanctity comes 
from union with Jesus. St Paul writes that in Jesus we have 
been granted every heavenly blessing. Let us make Christ 
our life, and show our love for him in the loving fulfilment 
of our daily duties. 







3745 


Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord (August 

6 ) 

(August 6) The Feast of the Transfiguration became 
widespread in the West in the 11th century and was 
introduced into the Roman Calendar in 1457 to 
commemorate the victory over Islam in Belgrade. Before 
that, the Transfiguration of the Lord was celebrated in the 
Syrian, Byzantine and Coptic rites. The Transfiguration 
foretells the glory of the Lord as God, and his ascension 
into heaven. It is an anticipation of the glory in heaven, 
where we shall see God face to face. We already share in 
this life, through grace, in the divine promise of eternal 
life. It was on this Feast of the Transfiguration that Blessed 
Paul VI died in 1978. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 17:5 In a resplendent cloud the 
Holy Spirit appeared. The Father’s voice was heard: This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. Listen 
to him. 
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Collect O God, who in the glorious Transfiguration of 
your Only Begotten Son confirmed the mysteries of faith 
by the witness of the Fathers and wonderfully prefigured 
our full adoption to sonship, grant, we pray, to your 
servants, that, listening to the voice of your beloved Son, 
we may merit to become co-heirs with him. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:9-10.13-14; Psalm 97:1-2, 
5-6,9; 2 Peter 1:16-19; Mark 9:2-10 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain apart by themselves. And he 
was transfigured before them, and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could bleach 
them. Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, 
and they were conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said to 
Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us 
make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
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Elijah. ” He hardly knew what to say, they were so 
terrified. Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; 
then from the cloud came a voice, “This is my beloved Son. 
Listen to him. ” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer 
saw anyone but Jesus alone with them. As they were 
coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to 
relate what they had seen to anyone, except when the Son 
of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to 
themselves, questioning what rising from the dead meant. 
(Mark 9:2-10) 

Union With Jesus The basic issue for every living 
person is life — how to live, how to live fully, correctly, 
happily. Life is what we seek, and the greatest natural 
disaster is when life is lost. Our Lord said once that he had 
come that we might have life and have it to the full. This 
life to the full is a share in his own divine life which was 
manifested in glory in the event that we celebrate today, 
the Transfiguration. The apostles gazed in wonder at the 
spectacle of our Lord transfigured in glory, with Moses and 
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Elijah conversing with him, and the Father pointing to him 
as his beloved Son (Mark 9:2-10). It revealed Our Lord’s 
divine life and the glory that he plans to give us. Christ 
shown in glory is life shown in abundance and fulness. 
The practical question is, when can we gain a foretaste of 
this fulness of life and share in it? When are we so united 
with Jesus that we can share his life, and gain the graces 
necessary to advance on the path to the glory he revealed at 
his Transfiguration? The greatest moment is when the 
Eucharistic Jesus is present at Mass and comes to us in 
JJoly Communion. The Eucharist is our pledge of glory. 
Some time before his Transfiguration, our Lord pointed to 
himself as the food of life. “I am the bread of life. He who 
comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in me 
will never thirst.” He was referring to himself as the 
source of true life, given to us in the Eucharist. The holy 
Eucharist is the gift, from Jesus, of himself. In receiving 
him we receive a share in his own divine life, his life of 
glory — though it is veiled by the appearances of bread 
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and wine. Just as the ordinary food we eat keeps us 
physically alive, enables us to grow stronger, preserves our 
strength against illnesses, and has an all-pervasive effect on 
every other dimension of our natural life, so receiving the 
holy Eucharist has a similar effect in the realm of our union 
with God and our share in his life of glory. The moment in 
our own life when we most approach that which the 
Apostles participated in at Christ’s Transfiguration, is the 
moment when we receive Holy Communion. In Holy 
Communion we receive into our hearts the living Jesus in 
all his risen reality, human and divine, body, blood, soul 
and divinity. This risen Jesus is in glory, and makes 
himself present in the holy Eucharist. 

The constant temptation is to receive Holy 
Communion in an unthinking fashion, with very little 
preparation before and during Mass. The temptation will 
be to approach Holy Communion without a lively faith in 
who it is who gives himself to us at that moment. Let us 
ask ourselves this: During the minutes following our 
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Lord’s coming in Holy Communion, how often have I 
spent the time thinking of other things and only 
half-heartedly giving my divine Guest the attention I 
should? So very often Holy Communion has not been a 
time of real communion with Jesus. He is giving himself 
to us. Do we give ourselves to him? If we give our Lord 
our full attention during the precious moments of Holy 
Communion, he will unite us to himself in a wonderful 
way. Our union with Jesus will increase. If our ambition 
in life is to be united to Jesus and to grow in this union 
with Jesus — and this should be the supreme ambition of 
each one of us — then holy Mass and the moment of Holy 
Communion is the supreme opportunity for this to happen. 
That is the time to ask him to increase his union with us 
and to pour out on us his help to enable it to grow. 
Furthermore, inasmuch as Jesus came to take away the sin 
of the world, our Lord’s coming in Holy Communion will 
contribute to the cleansing from our souls of venial sin and 
its bad effects. Of course, the principal moment and means 
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when our Lord takes away sin in our life, including venial 
sin, is during the Sacrament of Penance, and it is only in 
Confession that mortal sin is cleansed from our soul. 
Nevertheless, whenever he comes in Holy Communion, he 
wishes by his grace to cleanse us further of the various 
stains and effects of sin. So when we receive Holy 
Communion we ought ask our Lord to cleanse us of the 
vast effects of sin still present in our life. We cannot 
imagine the degree to which our many sins have affected 
our souls, most especially if we neglect the Sacrament of 
Penance. Apart from the Sacrament of Penance, Holy 
Communion is the time to ask our Lord to mend what has 
been damaged and to reconcile every aspect of our being to 
himself. Moreover, we ought during Holy Communion ask 
our Lord to preserve us from sin in the future, especially 
mortal sin but also deliberate venial sin. It ought be our 
life’s ambition to avoid all deliberate sin, including 
deliberate venial sin. It is during Holy Communion that we 
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ought repeatedly seek the grace for this. If we do this we 
shall be advancing towards glory. 

Holy Communion is the moment of great grace, for it 
is the moment of greatest union with Jesus, if we take 
advantage of it with a lively faith. It is our pledge of future 
glory. Whenever we receive Holy Communion let us 
imagine ourselves with the Apostles at the Transfiguration, 
as in our Gospel today (Mark 9:2-10), and the Father 
telling us to listen to his beloved Son. Let us never take 
Holy Communion for granted, but regard it as the great 
moment of life, so full of opportunities for our 
sanctification and for our future with Jesus in glory. As 
Jesus was shown then in glory, so in Holy Communion he 
comes to us in order finally to take us into his glory, the 
glory of heaven hereafter. 
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Feast of St Mary MacKillop (August 8) 

(Feast in Australia and New Zealand) Feast of St Dominic 

elsewhere) 

(August 8) St Mary MacKillop (1842-1909) On January 
15, 1842 Mary MacKillop was born of Scottish parents, 
Alexander MacKillop and Flora MacDonald in Fitzroy, 
Victoria. This was less than seven years after Faulkner 
sailed up the Yarra, when Elizabeth Street was a deep gully 
and Lonsdale Street was still virgin bush. A plaque in the 
footpath now marks the place of her birth in Brunswick 
Street, Fitzroy. Mary, the eldest of eight children, was well 
educated by her father who spent some years studying for 
the priesthood in Rome but through ill health had returned 
to his native Scotland until 1835 when he migrated to 
Australia with his parents. Unfortunately, he lacked 
financial awareness, so the family was often without a 
home of their own, depending on friends and relatives and 
frequently separated from one another. From the age of 
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sixteen, Mary earned her living and greatly supported her 
family, as a governess, as a clerk for Sands and Kenny 
(now Sands and MacDougall), and as a teacher at the 
Portland school. While acting as a governess to her uncle’s 
children at Penola, Mary met Father Julian Tenison Woods 
who, with a parish of 22,000 square miles/56,000 square 
kilometres, needed help in the religious education of 
children in the outback. At the time Mary’s family 
depended on her income so she was not free to follow her 
dream. However, in 1866, greatly inspired and encouraged 
by Father Woods, Mary opened the first Saint Joseph’s 
School in a disused stable in Penola. Young women came 
to join Mary, and so the Congregation of the Sisters of St 
Joseph was begun. In 1867, Mary was asked by Bishop 
Shiel to come to Adelaide to start a school. From there, the 
Sisters spread, in groups to small outback settlements and 
large cities around Australia, New Zealand, and now in 
Peru, Brazil and refugee camps of Uganda and Thailand. 
Mary and these early Sisters, together with other Religious 
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Orders and Lay Teachers of the time, had a profound 
influence on the forming of Catholic Education as we have 
come to know and experience it today. She also opened 
Orphanages, Providences to care for the homeless and 
destitute both young and old, and Refuges for ex-prisoners 
and ex-prostitutes who wished to make a fresh start in life. 
Throughout her life, Mary met with opposition from people 
outside the Church and even from some of those within it. 
In the most difficult of times she consistently refused to 
attack those who wrongly accused her and undermined her 
work, but continued in the way she believed God was 
calling her and was always ready to forgive those who 
wronged her. Throughout her life Mary suffered ill health. 
She died on August 8, 1909 in the convent in Mount Street, 
North Sydney where her tomb is now enshrined. This 
great Australian woman inspired great dedication to God’s 
work in the then new colonies. In today’s world, she 
stands as an example of great courage and trust in her 
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living out of God’s loving and compassionate care of those 
in need. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25:34, 36, 40 Come, you 
blessed of my Father, says the Lord: I was sick, and you 
visited me. Amen, I say to you: whatever you did for one 
of the least of my brethren, you did it for me. 

Collect O God, source of all goodness, who have shown 
us in Saint Mary a woman of faith living by the power of 
the Cross, teach us, we pray, by her example to live the 
gospel in changing times and to respect and defend the 
human dignity of all in our land. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judith 8:11-17, 28-31; Colossians 3:12- 
17; Matthew 6:25-34 

Jesus said, Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
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what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, 
and the body more important than clothes? Look at the 
birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than they? Who of you by 
worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why do 
you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field 
grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not 
even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So 
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
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tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:25-34) 

Trust in God! I have long had a deep interest in 
Saint Mary MacKillop — well pre-dating the countdown 
for her ascent to the honours of the altar. She always 
seemed to me a most remarkable and attractive Australian 
woman. Early on I sought and obtained the long-out-of¬ 
print two-volume publication by Father George O’Neill 
which so thoroughly explored the story of this saint. His 
work was published some twenty or so years after the death 
in North Sydney of Mary MacKillop in 1909, and one of 
the features of his scholarly and enthusiastic vindication of 
her was his scathing presentation of those who added to her 
crosses. Of course, this especially included the one whom 
Mary MacKillop always called “the Founder” — the 
remarkable Father Julian Tenison Woods. As is well 
known, he and his holy protege had their falling-out and, to 
the anguish of each, parted and went on their diverse and 
fruitful ways. There is no doubt that Julian Tenison Woods 
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had his flaws, and the reading of O’Neill’s influential 
biography initially stained my imagination against him. 
My subsequent pursuit of his story showed me how fruitful 
his life was, and, despite the flaws that were his, how, as 
the Lord said to Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 
12:9). Another person who was part of Saint Mary 
MacKillop’s life as one of the early recruits for the newly- 
founded Institute in South Australia, was Mary Jane 
O’Brien (1846-1934) — or Sister Ignatius of Jesus. She, a 
country girl, was part of the small group of young sisters 
who convulsed the early Congregation with their claims of 
mysticism and who left it amid the serious crisis that 
ensued. One fall-out from this and other upsets was the 
brief excommunication of Mary MacKillop herself and the 
beginning of the end of Julian Tenison Woods’ leadership 
of the young community. As being part of the upheaval 
(though herself probably blameless of deceit), Mary 
O’Brien (with three other sisters who had mired themselves 
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in the mystic matters) resolved to leave the community in 
Adelaide so as to dedicate themselves to prayer. So the 
four left and moved to Sydney seeking a quiet life of 
prayer, for Father Woods was now in New South Wales. 
The reading of Father O’Neill’s biography of Mary 
MacKillop made plain to me how bad a start to their young 
lives, including that of Mary O’Brien, were their exploits 
within the fledgling Institute of St Joseph. 

But their subsequent story, especially that of Mary 
O’Brien, also makes plain the power of grace and its 
impressive effect in the lives of these few women. Mary 
MacKillop’s life is a manifestation of the power of grace 
— as is the life of some of those who caused her such 
suffering. The four women were a mixed group. An early 
and respected Marist priest, Father Claude Joly (a friend of 
Father Woods) said of them, “Two gifted, two crazy.” But 
the Spirit of God hovered over the waters, as he had from 
the beginning (Genesis 1:2). The group set up finally in 
the corner of Elizabeth and Cleveland Streets, 
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Darlinghurst, Sydney — with Mary Jane O’Brien, it seems, 
at their head. She herself adopted a new name, Mrs 
Gertrude Abbot. They lived by a simple rule drawn up by 
Father Woods who visited them every so often. The little 
community fluctuated in numbers during the years that 
followed, supporting themselves as seamstresses and 
caring for Father Woods himself during his final period 
prior to his death. Mary O’Brien (now Mrs Gertrude 
Abbot) and her little community went on, following the 
death of Father Woods, to engage in charitable activity in 
the local area and launched into a brave initiative: a 
hospital for destitute and unmarried mothers. The work 
flourished, they were even given an annual donation by 
Archbishop Kelly of Sydney and permission for Sunday 
Mass in their own oratory. Gertrude Abbot lived for some 
forty-five years after the death of Father Woods in their 
midst, and some twenty-five years after the death at North 
Sydney of Saint Mary MacKillop. Her work grew slowly, 
and became St Margaret’s Hospital in Sydney — she and 
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her little band being the founders. In order for the Hospital 
to preserve the spirit in which it had been founded and 
developed by them, she arranged for it to be entrusted to 
the religious community of which, decades before in her 
early adulthood, she had been an unhappy part. So it 
became a Women’s Hospital run by the Sisters of St 
Joseph. An obituary at the time of her death described her 
as “a noble woman.” Back in 1874, not long after the 
troubles of which Mary O’Brien had been part, Mary 
MacKillop wrote of her to Monsignor Kirby in Rome: 
“You never know what grace can do.” That is the story of 
Mary MacKillop herself, as it is of Julian Tenison Woods, 
and as it is of Mary Jane O’Brien. Mary Jane lies in 
Rookwood Cemetery. As it turned out, by the end hers had 
become a grand story. 

On this day we think of Saint Mary MacKillop. Her 
triumph in holiness amid numerous crosses was the result 
of God’s grace. With God, nothing is impossible, as our 
Lord said to his disciples. Those crosses included others 
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who wished to serve God generously too, amid and despite 
their flaws — and we all have flaws of character, and we 
fail. But God’s grace is powerful and “you never know 
what grace can do.” Mary Jane O’Brien, who caused Saint 
Mary MacKillop such trouble at one point, as did the 
stellar and at times erratic founder, Father Julian Tenison 
Woods, reminds us of this. Let us entrust ourselves to 
Christ our Lord. On the tomb of Mary MacKillop are 
written the grand words: Trust in God! It reminds us of 
this day’s Gospel. So then, in the work of serving Christ, 
now I begin! 
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Feast of St Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 
(August 10) 

(August 10) St Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr . Lawrence 
was a deacon of the Church of Rome and died in the 
persecution of Valerian four days after Pope Saint Sixtus II 
and his four fellow deacons. He was buried on the Via 
Tiburtina at the Campo Verano near to where Constantine 
the Great built a basilica. He has been venerated 
throughout the Church from the fourth century. 

Entrance Antiphon This is the blessed Lawrence, who 
gave himself up for the treasure of the Church: for this he 
earned the suffering of martyrdom to ascend with joy to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Collect O God, giver of that ardor of love for you by 
which Saint Lawrence was outstandingly faithful in service 
and glorious in martyrdom, grant that we may love what he 
loved and put into practice what he taught. Through our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; Psalm 112:1-2, 
5-6, 7-8, 9; John 12:24-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces 
much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 
hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
also will my servant be. The Father will honour whoever 
serves me. ” (John 12:24-26) 

Following Jesus Saint John Vianney used to read 
the lives of the saints and derive great inspiration from 
them. He was not a theologian, a philosopher, or an 
original religious thinker like his English contemporary 
(Blessed) John Henry Newman. He, the famed Cure of 



3766 


Ars, whose biography Newman loved to hear read to him 
in his old age, loved the saints. Ignatius of Loyola was hit 
by a cannon ball during a battle with the French, and 
during his convalescence he read a life of Christ and lives 
of the saints. The thought began to occur to him that 
perhaps he could try to be like them. His reading and the 
reflection that followed it led to a tremendous conversion 
which had an enormous impact on the life of the Church 
and on the course of history. He and his dynamic Jesuit 
band spearheaded the Counter-Reformation and conquered 
new mission lands for Christ and his Church. This all 
started when he read certain books. With that, the grace of 
God made of him something of a religious titan. Those 
books narrated the way certain saints, people who loved 
Jesus Christ, lived. The saints are meant by God to be 
examples to us. They are also, by virtue of the communion 
of saints that marks the Church, our intercessors before 
God in heaven. This they do in union with our High Priest, 
Jesus Christ, who intercedes for us continually before the 



3767 


Father. Today the whole Church celebrates, as a Feast 
Day, the life and especially the martyrdom of the deacon 
Lawrence of the Church of Rome. Arrested by the Roman 
Prefect and called on to deliver up the property of the 
Church, his answer was to point to a crowd of poor people. 
“Here are the true treasures of the Church,” he said. He 
was roasted to death on a gridiron. The question occurs to 
us: What gave him the fortitude to die in such a heroic 
way? It was love, love for Jesus, love for the Church, love 
for revealed truth. This love stamped and suffused his 
divinely-given faith and made it an unconquerable power 
in his soul. Nothing could stifle it, nothing could cower it, 
not the greatest of trials and sufferings. Behind every 
martyr is a life of faith, hope and love — gifts of the divine 
Spirit that are held to, whatever be the cost. In this, the 
martyrs and the saints are our examples. If only we could 
gain their faith in and love for Jesus! 

Well then, what must we do? Let us bear in mind 
what other human beings, mortals like ourselves, have 
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done with their lives — mortals such as Saint Lawrence of 
Rome. If God can make of them intrepid servants of his, 
why cannot he make something of us too, even if, like the 
varied flowers in the field, we never stand out to the extent 
that they do? With man, such things may be impossible, 
but all things are possible for God. That is to say, God can 
make of us what he intends us to be. He did not make me 
Saint Lawrence of Rome. He made me what I am, with the 
calling that I have. His grace can make me what from all 
eternity he intended for me. We cannot do this, but he can. 
Let us then, like Ignatius of Loyola, for instance, stop and 
begin to think much more steadily of the ultimate things. 
Let us think of the purpose and the foundation of life. We 
are created by God to know, love and serve him above all 
things here on earth and in this way, to see and enjoy him 
forever in heaven. Accordingly, we should aim at being 
totally attached in love to God, and our relationship with 
all other things ought be such as to assist in this all- 
important aim of life. Nothing else ought take God’s place 
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in our heart. Let us make a choice, then. There is before 
us a grand choice. There is Christ and his way, and there 
is, alternatively, the way of the world, the flesh and the 
devil. We must not just drift — we must make a clear¬ 
headed choice and take our life in hand with the gift of 
being able to decide that is ours. So let us simplify the 
matter: There is Christ on the one hand and his way of the 
cross, and there is on the other hand the way of Satan and 
his way of honours and riches for the sake of one’s own 
ego. Let us choose Christ and ask for the grace to love him 
and his way, the way of the cross as presented in our 
Gospel passage today (John 12:24-26) for the feast of Saint 
Lawrence. “If anyone serves me, he must follow me, and 
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.” And where 
is our Lord? He is nailed to the cross, asking his disciples 
from his cross to take up their cross every day and follow 
in his footsteps. Saint Lawrence did this to the point of 
martyrdom. 
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Let us place this entire and momentous project in the 
hands of our heavenly mother, Mary the mother of the 
Redeemer. At the wedding feast of Cana she approached 
her divine Son and said to him: They have no wine! That 
did it — he provided an abundant source of beautiful wine 
and his public ministry began. Let us ask Mary to place us 
before him, remembering that from the Cross he entrusted 
her to his beloved disciple, and through him to all his 
disciples. So then, now I begin! Let us ask Christ our 
Lord for the grace to follow him generously. 







3771 


Vigil of the Assumption of 
The Blessed Virgin Mary (August 14) 

(August 15) Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary This 
feast has been celebrated in the liturgy of the Eastern rites 
since the sixth century, and in Rome since the seventh 
century. On November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined the 
dogma of the Assumption. He solemnly proclaimed that 
the belief that the Blessed Virgin was taken up body and 
soul into the glory of heaven at the end of her life really 
forms part of the deposit of faith, divinely revealed and 
received from the apostles. This feast confirms us in the 
theological virtue of hope, whereby we seek our 
sanctification and that of others in the midst of our ordinary 
duties. At the same time, we are encouraged to look 
toward our goal in heaven. 
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The Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Glorious things are spoken of you, O 
Mary, who today were exalted above the choirs of Angels 
into eternal triumph with Christ. 

Collect O God, who, looking on the lowliness of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, raised her to this grace, that your 
Only Begotten Son was born of her according to the flesh 
and that she was crowned this day with surpassing glory, 
grant through her prayers, that, saved by the mystery of 
your redemption, we may merit to be exalted by you on 
high. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Chronicles 15:3-4.15-16;16:l-2; 

Psalm 131; 1 Corinthians 15:34-37; Luke 11:27-28 
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As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the 
crowd called out, Blessed is the mother who gave you birth 
and nursed you. He replied, Blessed rather are those who 
hear the word of God and obey it. (Luke 11:27-28) 

Our Mother I remember years ago walking 

across the front lawn of our family house and I was 
attacked by a couple of sparrows. Sparrows! I was 
intrigued why this was occurring — and then I noticed that 
a young fledgling sparrow was making its first attempts to 
fly. It had got beyond its stage of being a chick in the nest 
and was attempting to fly beyond the nest to other branches 
— and its parents were protecting its attempts by trying to 
chase me off. I have always found animal instinct to be an 
amazing phenomenon. It is amazing in suitability for its 
tasks, which are to meet the needs of the animal and those 
others that depend on the animal. An animal parent will, 
by instinct, defend its young against a much more 
formidable aggressor. I remember watching a nature life 
film of a household cat protecting its own kittens. A 
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serpent slithered towards the kittens intending to take one 
of them but the mother cat attacked the serpent. It dodged 
and weaved in avoidance of the thrusts of the serpent 
which strove to bite the cat but could not. At each failed 
thrust of the serpent, the cat would spring and strike a blow 
against the serpent. Eventually the serpent slithered off, 
defeated — with the kittens safe. That cat would have 
instinctively fled the approach of a serpent, but with its 
kittens nearby it instinctively confronted the snake and 
drove it off. The point I would like to highlight here, 
though, is the protectiveness of the parent, and the 
dependence on it of its young. The young are by nature 
dependent on the parent and by instinct look to the parent 
for protection — and that protection it receives by instinct. 
That is to say, dependency and protectiveness are built into 
the natural course of things. This pattern is manifest 
everywhere. All things are woven into a closely-knit 
system of dependence and protection. The very atoms are 
made up of particles that are profoundly dependent on one 
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another. Who could understand adequately the profound 
interdependence of the elements that make up the tiniest 
plant, the tiniest insect, the tiniest creature of the sea? All 
things in the universe depend on other things which serve 
in one respect or another to protect it. Man too depends on 
his fellow man, and he in turn has the responsibility to 
serve and protect his neighbour. 

Indeed, this is a faint reflection of the very life of the 
Creator — as that has been revealed to us by the incarnate 
Son of God. All through his public ministry our Lord 
showed his dependence on his heavenly Father, though he 
was equal to the Father in his divine nature and being. 
Christ’s enemies perceived this equality to be his claim. 
On hearing him call God his own Father they picked up 
stones with which to stone him for they saw he was making 
himself equal to God. But though equal, there was another 
sense in which the Father was greater than he — for 
simple reason that he was his Father. Christ depended on 
his heavenly Father. Conversely, there is a sense in which 
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the Father depended on Christ — for he had placed all 
things in his hands. The re-creation of the world was 
entrusted to Jesus, as was the future judgment. Jesus 
protected the Father’s interests, and the Father depended 
on him for their fulfilment. This was all part of the inner 
life of the divine Trinity, for the mutual love between each 
of the Persons involves mutual dependence and, in an 
ineffable sense, mutual protectiveness. While God, the one 
and only divine Being, transcends all dependency on 
anything other than he, within the divine Being there 3is 
the mutual dependence of divine love. In this, the entire 
creation in its essential dependence not only on the Creator 
but on other creatures, reflects the life of God. So it is that 
when God the Son became man he too became profoundly 
dependent on others — and specifically on his own mother. 
He, the uncreated One, entered the stream of creation with 
its profound dependency. He became as all men are 
excepting sin, and therefore dependent — for example, on 
the world for his sustenance and on others for their support. 



3777 


The greatest area of his human dependency was that in 
respect to his human mother, who herself totally depended 
on the merits of her divine Son for her astounding degree 
of grace. He was the Son of Mary — her Son. Imagine all 
those years in Nazareth, living in such closeness with her 
and with his foster-father Joseph. Initially he was 
dependent on her so very much , and in different ways as 
life proceeded. All this is to say that the path to the proper 
flourishing of life, and specifically the human life, involves 
dependency. 

All this brings us to Mary, she who was so dependent 
on her divine Son for her life, for her being and for her 
incomparable though hidden gifts of grace. On her the 
incarnate Son of God made himself dependent — and this 
is alluded to in our Gospel passage today: A woman in the 
crowd called out, Blessed is the mother who gave you birth 
and nursed you (Luke 11:27-28). It is the same for the 
Christian life. If God so acted, so should we. If God the 
Father entrusted his Son to Mary in a state of dependence, 
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so should we entrust ourselves to her. If the incarnate Son 
of God entrusted himself to Mary in a state of dependence, 
so should we. So let us entrust ourselves to Mary the 
Mother of God and ask her for her heavenly protection as 
our mother in Christ. Let us ask for her intercession, 
obtaining for us the grace to do whatever her divine Son 
wants us to do. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Feast of the Assumption of 
The Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15) 

(August 15) Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary This 
feast has been celebrated in the liturgy of the Eastern rites 
since the sixth century, and in Rome since the seventh 
century. On November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined the 
dogma of the Assumption. He solemnly proclaimed that 
the belief that the Blessed Virgin was taken up body and 
soul into the glory of heaven at the end of her life really 
forms part of the deposit of faith, divinely revealed and 
received from the apostles. This feast confirms us in the 
theological virtue of hope, whereby we seek our 
sanctification and that of others in the midst of our ordinary 
duties. At the same time, we are encouraged to look 
toward our goal in heaven. 



3780 


The Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 12:1 A great sign appeared in 
heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
beneath her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 

Or: 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day 
in honor of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption the 
Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who assumed the 
Immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of your Son, body 
and soul into heavenly glory, grant, we pray, that, always 
attentive to the things that are above, we may merit to be 
sharers of her glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 



3781 


Scripture today : Apocalypse 11:19, 12:1-6.10; Psalm44; 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26; Luke 1:39-56 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in 
the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s 
home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the child you will bear! But why am I so favoured, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the 
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my 
womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that 
what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished! And 
Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the 
humble state of his servant. From now on all generations 
will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me — holy is his name. His mercy extends to 
those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has 
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performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered 
those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has 
brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up 
the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but 
has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant 
Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his 
descendants for ever, even as he said to our fathers. Mary 
stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 
returned home. (Luke 1:39-56) 

Holy Mary Modem Western societies 

characteristically go by what they see and reason to. This 
is perfectly natural, but they assume that empirical reality 
is what is important. Indeed, they characteristically assume 
that empirical reality is all that there is. Accordingly, they 
count themselves especially fortunate in the material and 
temporal advantages they enjoy. Of course, material and 
temporal blessings are indeed blessings and they are gifts 
from God. We ought pray for those material benefits we 
need, and be very grateful for those we have. But it is 
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quite possible to have many material and temporal benefits 
and yet to be absolutely impoverished in what is more 
important, such as and especially a vibrant union with God. 
A person can enjoy a fine family life, an excellent and 
faithful spouse and children, with material prosperity and 
success in his profession. At the same time he can be an 
atheist or an agnostic, and so bereft of a living and 
conscious union with God. For the person who knows that 
the principal purpose of life is to know and love God, such 
a life is ultimately lacking in what is absolutely essential. 
A person can have difficulty in his family life. He can be 
unfortunate in his difficult spouse and children, and may 
not be very successful in his work. But in his Christian 
faith he may be remarkable. Prior to Pentecost, Mary, the 
mother of Jesus Christ, was little known beyond her village 
of Nazareth, and apart from her connection with Jesus as 
his mother, her life was no different in its circumstances 
from that of countless others. She had very few material 
blessings, and like some others in the ancient world, lived 
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to see her Son crucified. (Incidentally, I wonder if, among 
the crowd watching at Calvary, there were any relatives, 
say, a mother, of one or other of the two who were 
crucified with Jesus). There would have been many on that 
occasion who would scarcely have counted Mary, the 
mother of the crucified One, as fortunate. But that was 
nothing like an adequate perception of the reality. In fact, 
Mary the mother of Jesus was the greatest human person 
who ever lived, greatest according to the true criterion of 
greatness, which is Christian holiness and one’s degree of 
union with the Redeemer of mankind. So it is that in her 
prayer she proclaims the greatness of the Lord for having 
done such things in her (Luke 1:39-56). Mary is all-holy. 
Sin never touched her in any sense whatever, neither the 
original sin of our first parents as transmitted to us in our 
fallen human nature, nor the personal sin of each human 
being. 

Mary was, by the power of that grace won for us by 
her divine Son, preserved free from original sin from her 
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very conception and empowered to resist all temptation to 
sin, be it venial or mortal. She responded fully to all God’s 
grace granted to her. For this reason she was saluted by the 
archangel Gabriel as full of grace and the object of God’s 
favour. In every sense, the Lord was with her. No creature 
of God possessed her beauty and greatness of soul, and the 
secret to this spiritual greatness was her total submission to 
the will and plan of God. On one occasion when our Lord 
was speaking, a woman from the crowd raised her voice to 
praise the mother of such a Son as he. Blessed is the womb 
that bore you! He replied - better rather, to say that 
blessed is the one who hears the word of God and puts it 
into practice. Undoubtedly he was thinking especially of 
his own mother whom the woman in the crowd had just 
been praising. But consider this. It was within the context 
of a very ordinary and hidden life that this greatness was 
achieved and played out. Mary was an ordinary person in 
terms of her circumstances and temporal achievements, but 
great beyond compare in the sight of God in terms of her 
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sinlessness, her holiness and her hidden association in 
motherly love with Christ in the work of the redemption. It 
is because of this sinlessness and holiness — that which 
Christ pointed to in response to the woman’s praise of his 
mother — that she was assumed body and soul into heaven 
at the end of her mortal life, which is what we celebrate 
today. She is present in heaven as queen mother, glorious 
in body and soul, with her Divine Son. This is the 
testimony and teaching of the Church which has brought 
this before the attention of the world, and it is faith which 
wholeheartedly accepts this testimony and teaching. Christ 
wishes his disciples to love his mother and to accept her as 
their own. From the cross, he entrusted Mary to John to be 
his mother. From the cross he entrusted John to her to be 
her son. The Church has always seen each of Christ’s 
disciples involved in that gift. Let us then understand that 
the glorious Mary is our mother and our model, just as she 
was for Christ himself. As he was growing up, she was his 
mother and his model, and he was her Son and her model. 
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We now live in him by baptism, and Mary’s maternal 
mission now includes us. 

Let us love her and strive to be like her, taking to 
heart what she said to the servants at the wedding feast of 
Cana: “Do whatever he tells you”. Let us cultivate a 
fervent devotion to our Lady, with devotions such as the 
daily Rosary and Angelus which the Church recommends, 
praying to her each day, having recourse to her intercession 
during times of temptation, and entrusting our Christian 
life to her care, meditating on her example and asking 
constantly for her intercession. 
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The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(August 22) Memorial 

(August 22) The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
This celebration was instituted by Pope Pius XII in 1954. 
Mary participates in the glorious and universal kingship of 
Christ. The foundation of this privilege of Mary is her 
intimate association with the Redemption performed by her 
Son. She is also the mediatrix of graces. Though not the 
source of grace, she is the channel through which grace is 
distributed to us because of her divine motherhood. Let us 
have recourse to her. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 45 (44): 10 At your right stands 
the queen in robes of gold, finely arrayed. 

Collect O God, who made the Mother of your Son to be 
our Mother and our Queen, graciously grant that, sustained 
by her intercession, we may attain in the heavenly 
Kingdom the glory promised to your children. Through 



3789 


our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 112; 

Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent 
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a 
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 
angel went to her and said, ‘Hail, you who are full of 
grace! The Lord is with you. ’ Mary was greatly troubled 
at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. But the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, you 
have found favour with God. You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and 
he will reign over the House of Jacob for ever; his kingdom 
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will never end. ’ ‘How will this be, ’ Mary asked the angel, 
‘since I am a virgin?’ The angel answered, ‘The Holy 
Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 
to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For nothing 
is impossible for God. ’ 7 am the Lord’s servant, ’ Mary 

answered. ‘Let it be to me according to your word. ’ Then 
the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary Nothing is impossible for God! This 
declaration is from the Archangel Gabriel, who had said to 
Zechariah (Luke 1:19) that he stood in the presence of God 
and was sent from there as God’s messenger. Gabriel 
speaks to Mary of the divine power (“the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you”), and the solemnity of the 
announcement means that the Incarnation was a most 
singular exercise and manifestation of this power. The 
divine power! On this, man depends. It is one of the 
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notable features of human society, culture and religion that 
man has been convinced that there is beyond this difficult 
temporal scene a realm of supernatural power which can be 
protective of him. He must turn to this unseen power, 
invoke and propitiate it, and turn it to his advantage. So 
much is this evident to the observer that I remember a 
lecturer at Sydney University years ago defining religion as 
a technology. Certain steps are taken by the devotee to get 
the powers above to do what is needed. The point is that 
man has the perception that there are higher, invisible 
powers. Fundamental in the notion of the deity is power. 
In Greek myth, for instance, it was Poseidon, the god of the 
sea, who raised the storms which blew Odysseus’ craft off 
course on his return journey. Some Japanese traditions 
held that a god-sent wind saved them from Mongol 
invasions. So it is that prayers or propitiations were 
offered to specific gods to gamer favorable interventions in 
particular enterprises: e.g. safe journeys, success in war, or 
a season of bountiful crops. Many faiths around the world 
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— from Japanese Shinto and Chinese traditional religion, 
to certain African practices and the faiths derived from 
those in the Caribbean, to Native American beliefs — hold 
that ancestral or household spirits offer daily protection and 
blessings. They have a certain power which is needed by 
man, and I think I could say that anthropologists, historians 
and archaeologists would scarcely imagine societies in 
history lacking this religious perception. Generally this 
divine power (in contrast to demonic forces) is perceived as 
moral in some limited sense — in the sense of being 
positive and pro-social. Of course, the variations of this 
broad perception are numerous — ranging from that in 
karma, tao or dao, and in many other religious beliefs. 

All this is to say that it is the most natural thing in the 
world to think, perceive and believe firmly that the deity is 
a reality, and that its power is accessible for man’s benefit 
in the face of his own vulnerability and the threats bearing 
down upon him. Well, the true and only God has 
intervened in history to confirm and complete this 
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perception with a revelation beyond imagining. Not only is 
God powerful; not only is he moral in the exercise of his 
power — which is to say that he is kind and just; not only 
is he accessible through prayer in some form — but he is 
all this and far, far more. He is boundless in every aspect 
of his divine being, and of course the first thing we think of 
when we think of the divine being is his power. This 
power , being the power of God, is to be identified with 
God — in other words it is infinite. God faces no 
competition from other gods - for all things, visible and 
invisible (including the demons) are entirely dependent on 
his creative touch. God is not just a mighty God - as the 
ancients might have imagined Zeus or Jupiter — but he is 
almighty. Nothing is impossible for God — unless he is 
freely refused. This is breathtakingly consoling for harried 
and vulnerable man. It does not mean, as we find from 
ordinary experience, that all that we ask for from God will 
be granted in the form and shape requested, because God is 
also wise and good. A child asking his father to let him 
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hold a loaded gun will not be granted his request — if he is 
a wise and good parent. But the parent will note that 
request and others as well, and consider what is really 
needed by his child. It is this that he will attend to. So 
then, nothing is impossible for God, and God chooses to 
work mightily for the true and ultimate flourishing of his 
children. The grandest evidence of this is the Incarnation 
of the Son of God, his redemptive mission, and the work of 
grace in our souls. This is the will of God, St Paul writes, 
your sanctification. Now, all of this is exemplified in the 
person and life of Mary the mother of God the Son made 
man. In view of the merits of her divine Son, she was 
preserved free from original sin and from all trace of 
personal sin. As the angel said to her, she is and ever was 
full of grace. Her dignity of office and her dignity in 
holiness is stupendous in a creature. She shows forth the 
power of God. 

Jesus Christ is the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords, and he has an incomparable mother. She is the 
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shining example of how great is the power of God. 
Nothing is impossible for him. Let us look to the Queen- 
mother, queen of heaven and earth by virtue of her 
motherhood of the incarnate Son of God. Down to the last 
element of her being she is entirely dependent on the 
sustaining power of God, and her being is lustrous beyond 
compare. She shines forth in heaven as the jewel beyond 
all jewels, reflecting the mercy of God of which she is the 
greatest instance. She shows forth how great is the might 
of God and how this might is the revelation of divine 
goodness and mercy. Let us love our heavenly Queen, just 
as Jesus our Lord and our Redeemer loves her, who was 
given to us as he hung from the cross. 
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Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 
(August 24) 

(August 24) Saint Bartholomew , Apostle. He was from 
Cana in Galilee. Mentioned in the Gospel as one of the 
Twelve Apostles he is identified with Nathanael who was 
brought to Jesus by his friend, the Apostle Philip. 
According to tradition, St Bartholomew preached the 
Gospel in Arabia and Armenia where he died a martyr. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95):2-3 Proclaim the 
salvation of God day by day; tell among the nations his 
glory. 

Collect Strengthen in us, O Lord, the faith, by which the 
blessed Apostle Bartholomew clung wholeheartedly to 
your Son, and grant that through the help of his prayers 
your Church may become for all the nations the sacrament 
of salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
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who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Revelation 21:9b-14; Psalm 145:10-13, 
17-18; John 1:45-51 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, We have found 
the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 
Nazareth! Can anything good come from there? Nathanael 
asked. Come and see, said Philip. When Jesus saw 
Nathanael approaching, he said of him, Here is a true 
Israelite, in whom there is nothing false. How do you know 
me? Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, I saw you while 
you were still under the fig-tree before Philip called you. 
Then Nathanael declared, Rabbi, you are the Son of God; 
you are the King of Israel. Jesus said, You believe because 
I told you I saw you under the fig-tree. You shall see 
greater things than that. He then added, I tell you the 
truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
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ascending and descending on the Son of Man. (John 1:45- 

51) 


Right Disposition Back in August of 2006 in 

Australia, there was much discussion within educational 
circles about the teaching of history. A striking feature of 
the discussion was the lack of interest in religious history, 
and of course many books of general history are written 
with little attention given to religion and with much 
attention given to political and economic history. Many 
theorists have regarded religion as merely a function of 
something judged to be more basic, such as economic 
needs. Religion is, for instance, just a device or technology 
to ensure economic survival and the fertility of all living 
things. But so profound is the religious instinct of man and 
so widespread the phenomenon of religion that a case 
could be made for regarding man’s religious life as the 
basic element in the history of man. It is the first of human 
rights — and of duties. Whatever of that passing 
observation, when we do turn our thoughts to man’s search 
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for, his prayer to, and his worship of the unseen God, we 
cannot but be struck by the profound difference of 
conceptions that have characterised this prayer, worship 
and search. Not only is there an amazing abundance of 
religions of the widest range of types, but they very often 
directly contradict one another in their testimony about the 
divine. What is to be made of this often contradictory 
testimony about God? As John Henry Newman often 
observed, contradictory views (in religion as in anything) 
cannot all be correct. Therefore, in the very nature of the 
case, a great proportion of mankind must be mistaken in 
their notions of religion. The very principle of 
contradiction suggests that man’s sincere religious efforts 
do not easily nor necessarily result in the attainment of the 
light of truth. There is much error. Well, into the midst of 
this fumbling human activity, which gropes towards the 
unseen Lord, comes the God who makes himself visible to 
man. The unseen God makes himself seen, heard and felt. 
God becomes a particular man with our human nature, 
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while remaining God. Man is now able to go and see God 
in the flesh and know him in truth. And this is what 
happens in today’s Gospel for the feast of Saint 
Bartholomew the Apostle (or Nathanael). “Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, the one about whom the prophets 
wrote: he is Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth’ ... ‘Come 
and see’.” (John 1:45-51) Come and see , Philip told him. 

That was the invitation, and Nathanael went and saw 
God become man. However, it is not as simple as this. 
More is required of the mind and heart than simply seeing 
or knowing of the Incarnate God. During our Lord’s 
public ministry, Herod began to hear about our Lord and 
expressed the desire to see him. When he did see him 
(during Christ’s Passion) our Lord refused to speak to him, 
for Herod was far from having the necessary disposition. 
By contrast this is exactly what Nathanael did have. When 
Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus, our Lord, when seeing 
him, said of him, “There is an Israelite who deserves the 
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name, incapable of deceit.” Nathanael, then, was a man of 
the truth and fully open to and committed to the truth. He 
was therefore disposed to accept and love Christ who is the 
truth, and (as a result) he immediately expressed an 
astonishing faith in our Lord: ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God; you are the King of Israel.’ Not long before this 
meeting between Nathanael and Christ, our Lord had been 
pointed out by John the Baptist to two of his own disciples 
as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
On hearing this the two disciples followed Jesus, and when 
Jesus turned and asked them what they wanted, they said to 
him, “Rabbi, where do you live?” — implying their desire 
to go with him there. Our Lord replied, “Come and see”. 
They were invited to see, to see him above all, and they 
received this invitation because they had the right 
dispositions. John the Baptist’s very mission was to 
“prepare for the Lord a people well disposed ” (Luke 1:17). 
So then, if we aspire to see God, if we aspire to 
contemplate Christ, if we desire to gaze on him in our 
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hearts in this life and face to face hereafter, our hearts must 
be properly disposed. “Blessed are the pure of heart, for 
they shall see God,” our Lord taught in the Sermon on the 
Mount. We who are Christ’s faithful, ought every day be 
setting our gaze steadfastly on the Person of Christ, every 
day watching him with the eyes of our heart. God is now 
to be seen, and this we do by faithfully praying with the 
Gospels, placing ourselves in its scenes and keeping 
company with our Lord as we immerse ourselves in the 
work he has given us to do. We do not see him with our 
physical eyes as did Nathanael when God walked the earth 
because we live in time and that time has passed. But we 
see him in our hearts by faith. This faith suffuses our 
religious imagination which, as Cardinal Newman pointed 
out in The Grammar of Assent, we use as a normal medium 
in our religious knowledge. 

As Nathanael’s case reminds us, this must be 
accompanied by constant work on our inner selves and the 
purity of our motives in life, for our Lord asks for the right 
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disposition if we are ever to be granted the gift of knowing 
him. We must be properly disposed if God in Christ is to 
succeed in making himself known to us. Let us then take 
Nathanael as our example today. He was indeed properly 
disposed and of good heart. He came to see and Christ 
welcomed him into his company, and there with Christ he 
stayed, going on to an heroic discipleship to the very end, 
with martyrdom. 


Vb»©«dv 
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The Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist 
(August 29) 

(August 29) The Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist St 
John’s fearless condemnation of Herod’s unlawful 
marriage incurred the hatred of the king’s bride, Herodias. 
She had him imprisoned and finally killed. St John the 
Baptist teaches us to be strong in carrying out the work 
God has given us. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (1184:46-47 I spoke, O 
Lord, of your decrees before kings, and was not 
confounded; I pondered your commands and loved them 
greatly. 

Collect O God, who willed that Saint John the Baptist 
should go ahead of your Son both in his birth and in his 
death, grant that, as he died a Martyr for truth and justice, 
we, too, may fight hard for the confession of what you 
teach. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
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and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1:17-19; Psalm 70; 

Mark 6:17-29 

Herod was the one who had John the Baptist arrested 
and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his 
brother Philip, whom he had married. John had said to 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife. ” Herodias harboured a grudge against him and 
wanted to kill him but was unable to do so. Herod feared 
John, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man, and 
kept him in custody. When he heard him speak he was very 
much perplexed, yet he liked to listen to him. She had an 
opportunity one day when Herod, on his birthday, gave a 
banquet for his courtiers, his military officers, and the 
leading men of Galilee. Herodias ’ own daughter came in 
and performed a dance that delighted Herod and his 
guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask of me whatever you 
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wish and I will grant it to you. ” He even swore many 
things to her, “I will grant you whatever you ask of me, 
even to half of my kingdom. ” She went out and said to her 
mother, “What shall I ask for? ” She replied, “The head of 
John the Baptist. ” The girl hurried back to the king’s 
presence and made her request, “I want you to give me at 
once on a platter the head of John the Baptist. ” The king 
was deeply distressed, but because of his oaths and the 
guests he did not wish to break his word to her. So he 
promptly dispatched an executioner with orders to bring 
back his head. He went off and beheaded him in the 
prison. He brought in the head on a platter and gave it to 
the girl. The girl in turn gave it to her mother. When his 
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body and 
laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6:17-29) 

Witness On August 28, 2006 The Sydney Morning 
Herald published a survey of the intentions of various 
Australian federal politicians in respect to the mooted laws 
allowing so-called therapeutic cloning. The survey 
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indicated that parliamentarians were swinging towards 
allowing the extraction from embryos of stem cells which, 
of course, would result in their destruction. In the front¬ 
page article reporting the survey, those who declared 
themselves to be in favour of a change in the legislation, 
placed the priority on allowing a procedure that is deemed 
useful for medical research. The absolute value of an 
incipient human being was set aside. This was yet another 
indicator (among many other trends and developments) of 
the power of utilitarianism in Australian culture. When 
absolute moral values are placed next to what is useful, it is 
the useful and advantageous that is strongly preferred. 
Even if the human status of the tiny embryo were not 
admitted (by many) to be such beyond doubt, at least its 
possibility would have to be allowed. If it is possible that 
the tiny foetus is human even at that early stage, the 
embryo ought be absolutely respected because it could be 
human. If one is out shooting rabbits, and one sees a 
movement that just could be a rabbit but at the same time 
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appears as if it could be a human being, one may not shoot 
at the object in case it is a human being. Bioethical issues 
and controversies in Western secular countries have 
manifested the power of utilitarian values in the shaping of 
consciences, including the consciences of many Catholics, 
and, tragically, many Catholic parliamentarians. There is 
an old saying that evil flourishes when good people do 
nothing. Of course, if they knowingly do nothing, to that 
extent they are not good. It calls for great strength of 
character and clarity of mind to be a public witness to 
absolute truths such as the sanctity of human life from its 
beginnings to its very end. This strength of character can 
be lacking in Catholics at all levels of society, including at 
the level of national legislatures. What gives the necessary 
fortitude to bear this witness? It is love for God and Christ. 
Today we think of the martyrdom of John the Baptist. 
How relevant is his example for our day! 

John was martyred because he publicly confronted his 
own ruler for immorality of life and for violation of the law 
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of God in holy Scripture. He spoke up on behalf of the 
truth revealed by God. The story was that “Herod had sent 
to have John arrested, and had him chained up in prison 
because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife whom he 
had married. For John had told Herod, ‘It is against the 
law for you to have your brother Philip’s wife.’ As for 
Herodias, she was furious with him and wanted to kill 
him”. John the Baptist’s case and the case of many others 
in history show that it can cost greatly to speak up. It will 
not be personally advantageous to persist in bearing 
witness to the law of God, but that is the only way the truth 
will be made manifest. If the truth is not manifested, it will 
not be known and it will have no chance of being 
victorious over the consciences of men. The truth may not 
win out for a long time and perhaps not ever in certain 
environments and contexts — to their peril. But those who 
have had the good fortune to have received it — that is, the 
members of Christ’s faithful — have the obligation 
nevertheless to bear witness to it despite the cost. I 
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mentioned the August 2006 issue of The Sydney Morning 
Herald which featured the survey. In that same issue, 
tucked away on another page (p.8), was a report of two 
journalists who had been abducted when on assignment in 
Palestine. They were freed in Gaza after being forced, “at 
gunpoint” by members of a group called the Holy Jihad 
Brigades, “to say in a videotape that they had converted to 
Islam.” The average reader of that news item would think 
that conceding to that terrorist demand to convert to Islam 
was perfectly in order — it was the “useful” and sensible 
thing to do, as it resulted in their release. This was a very 
similar situation facing the early Christians who would 
have saved themselves the inconvenience of facing the 
lions had they but offered sacrifice to the Emperor and to 
the gods. After all, such a procedure was just a device, a 
formality, to ensure their civil loyalty. For the true 
Christian, there is the absolute value of bearing witness to 
the truth of Christ even at great personal cost, even death. 
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Years ago I heard of a non-Catholic girl in one 
country who was suddenly confronted by a possibly semi- 
crazed individual who threatened her at gunpoint with 
death if she did not renounce her faith in Christ. She 
refused and was shot dead. By her death she bore witness 
to the truth revealed by God. Let us today think of the 
lesson of John the Baptist’s martyrdom, recalling us to our 
duty to bear witness to the truth of Christ and his teaching 
especially in our culture deeply shaped by utilitarianism 
and relativism. Let us pray for the grace to do this with 
fortitude as did John the Baptist, for as Christ’s faithful we 
are called to bear witness to him. Our Lord once said that 
if a man is ashamed of me and my words before men, I will 
be ashamed of him before my Father in heaven. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Feast of the nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

(September 8) 

(September 8) Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

Today the Church celebrates the dawning of the 
Redemption over the world when the Mother of the 
Saviour was born. The Blessed Virgin occupies a unique 
place in the history of salvation, and heaven rejoices at her 
birth. The Lord commissioned for her the highest mission 
entrusted to any creature. 

Entrance Antiphon Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for from her arose the sun of 
justice, Christ our God. 

Collect Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the gift 
of heavenly grace, that the feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin may bring deeper peace to those for whom 
the birth of her Son was the dawning of salvation. Through 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Micah5:l-4a or Romans 8:28-30; 
Psalm 13:6ab, 6c; Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 or 
Matthew 1:18-23 

Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 
Of her was born Jesus who is called the Messiah. Now this 
is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the holy Spirit. 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 
unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into 
your home. For it is through the holy Spirit that this child 
has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are 
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to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. ” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means “God is with us.” (Matthew: 1:18-23) 

Holy Mary In terms of natural human tendency, the 
family deeply appreciates the value of those who are its 
members. A special sign of this is the love and happiness 
with which the family celebrates its members’ birthdays. 
The celebration of a birthday is the celebration of the value 
and the irreplaceable identity of the person whose birthday 
it is. On September 8, the members of God’s family, the 
Church, celebrate the birthday of the mother of the 
Redeemer of mankind. From the Cross this same 
Redeemer gave her to us to be our mother also, when he 
entrusted her into the keeping of his beloved disciple. 
“Behold your mother” he said to him, and turning to her he 
said, “Behold your son.” In the Church’s understanding, 
we who are Christ’s faithful were all included in that gift. 
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So on this day we celebrate the birthday of Christ’s mother 
and our mother too. As Christ’s mother, she was 
intimately associated with him in his redemptive work, 
accompanying him in this to the foot of the Cross where 
she remained with him to the very end. In doing that, she 
became our mother and our model, showing us the way we 
are to follow. We, too, are called to accompany her who is 
the foremost member of the Church, in an intimate 
association with the Redeemer in the work of man’s 
salvation. In our life of union with Jesus and sharing in his 
mission, we ought remain constantly at the side of Mary 
who is his mother and ours. She is the help of Christians 
and we who are her children by Christ’s gift, pray to her 
for her heavenly intercession. We ask that she will help us 
now and at the hour of our death to be faithful to our 
calling. She is our mother in all of this, and so with good 
reason we celebrate her birthday. 

But even more important than her role as Mother of 
the Redeemer in the redemption of man, is the fact that 
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Mary was utterly sinless. She heard the word of God and 
put it into practice with utter perfection. On one occasion 
hearing our Lord speak, a woman from the crowd raised 
her voice in praise of the mother who bore and nurtured 
him. Without by any means rejecting that praise, our Lord 
answered by saying that praise is due even more to the one 
who hears the word of God and puts it into practice. It was 
in this that the mother of Christ was so marvellously 
distinguished. No trace of sin ever touched her, from her 
immaculate conception to the very end of her holy life. Sin 
is profoundly entrenched in the constitution of man as his 
inherited condition, and consequently in the life of the 
world. As a result, it is almost unimaginable to us how a 
human person could be conceived, born and live her whole 
life entirely sinless. But such is the case with the Virgin 
Mary. No trace of the slightest sin ever touched the heart, 
mind and soul of Mary, Mother of the Redeemer. This was 
a unique grace given to her, to which she responded with 
all her strength. Today we celebrate the birthday of this 
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person. She, the Queen Mother of the King of kings, is our 
heavenly mother. Many great persons have been born into 
this world, persons who went on to have an impact on the 
life of man for good or for evil. But no human person has 
begun life and lived it out utterly sinless, other than the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The man Jesus Christ did, of course, 
but he was a divine Person with a human nature. Mary 
was the only human person who lived an utterly holy life 
free of all touch of sin from the instant of her conception, 
by the grace of God won for her by her divine Son. This 
person is our mother, and it is her birthday which the 
Church celebrates today. 

Let us celebrate the nativity of the Virgin Mary with 
love and gratitude. How great, this our mother! We have a 
mother who is and always was all-holy. She is our 
heavenly model. She tells us what she told the stewards at 
the wedding feast of Cana: “Do whatever he tells you.” 
Let us resolve to live our Christian lives with all the 
fidelity to Christ we can muster by God’s grace — and 
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doing so with Mary our mother constantly by our side. In 
our union with Christ, let us keep our hand in the hand of 
Mary. 
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Feast of the Triumph of the Cross 
(September 14) 

(September 14) Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
The public veneration of the Holy Cross as a Feast dates 
from the fourth century. The Church commemorates the 
rescue of the true Cross of Christ by Emperor Heraclius in 
a victory over the Persians. Our Mother the Church sings 
of the triumph of the Holy Cross, the instrument of our 
salvation. In order to follow Christ, the Christian must take 
up his cross and become obedient with Christ, who was 
obedient until death, even death on the Cross. We are 
identified with Christ on the Cross. We become 
co-redeemers, sharing in Christ’s Cross. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6:14 We should glory in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, 
life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and 
delivered. 
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Collect O God, who willed that your Only Begotten Son 
should undergo the Cross to save the human race, grant, we 
pray, that we, who have known his mystery on earth, may 
merit the grace of his redemption in heaven. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalm 78:lbc-2, 
34-38; Phil 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, No-one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven — the Son of 
Man. Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so 
the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. (John 3:13-17) 
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Sin and the Cross Pope Pius XII once stated that 
the sin of the modern age was the loss of the sense of sin. 
If that was so then, it is certainly so now. Implied in this 
observation is the point that a sense of sin is within the 
reach of human nature. Man can naturally know that he 
sins, that he is a sinner, which is to say that he offends a 
holy God by many of his thoughts, words and actions. 
Cardinal Newman once wrote that the first principle of 
religion is the thought of a judgment as contained within 
the feeling of the conscience: he was referring, surely, to 
the natural sense of sin - understood as an offence against 
God. So it is not difficult to discover, by ordinary 
reflection, the presence of sin in the heart of man and to be 
aware of its influence on the course of human history. We 
see evidence of this awareness in the many religions of 
man and in the literature of the world. Nor is it difficult to 
realize that sin is sinful — which is to say that “sin” is not 
just the product of various forces, but is an evil choice in 
opposition to God’s will (revealed in the dictate of 
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conscience), for which man is personally responsible. The 
anomaly of our secular day is that much of this seems not 
to be realized by the generality of persons. This is because 
the secular assumption is that this world is all that there is, 
or all that need be considered. God is a mere opinion. 
Nevertheless, the sense of sin is a natural sense and within 
the power of the natural conscience. However, there are 
some things God has revealed about sin which probably 
man would never have discovered, and other things that are 
revealed which he emphatically would not have learnt. 
God has revealed that sin is the fundamental problem of 
man and his world. It was man’s own act at the dawn of 
his history. From this original sin against God came 
mankind’s sinful condition of separation from God and his 
tendency to prefer this separation. From this flowed death, 
and because sin is transmitted to all, so is death. Sin, 
inherited and personal, is man’s basic fault-line and the 
fount of his natural evils and suffering. God has revealed 
that no man is conceived beyond its grasp, the one 
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exception being the mother of the Redeemer — due to the 
merits of her future Son. Sin profoundly wounds the core 
of man’s spiritual self, though not simply wiping out his 
capacity for good. It has affected in mysterious ways the 
entire cosmos. Indeed, it has been revealed that without 
God, all mankind is helpless under the power of sin, and 
this sin of itself leads to the utter and final death of man. 
Man is in profound need of a Redeemer from this, his 
curse. 

All this is surprising enough. I am not aware that 
Jewish belief grasps the profundity, the extent and the 
natural impossibility of meeting definitively the problem of 
sin. Islam denies the account of sin presented by Christian 
teaching. For the followers of Mahomet, sin is a personal 
problem which the individual can and must deal with. 
There is no need of a Redeemer for the race. The Christian 
religion uncompromisingly asserts that the greatest 
problem presented by life and the universe is sin. In fact, it 
is insuperable and insoluble if left to man himself, and 
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death is all that, ultimately, can be expected — unless an 
answer were to come from heaven. The answer came, and 
this is the Good News, but another amazing thing is the 
kind of answer it was. How God chose to redeem the 
world! How great was his love! God redeemed the world 
by becoming man and, in obedience, by dying on a cross. 
Who would have thought that in order to establish his 
lordship in the hearts of men and expel root and branch the 
sin which had at the beginning driven him out, God would 
choose to suffer and to die? Our Lord time and again told 
his disciples that the Son of Man had to suffer in order to 
enter into his glory, the glory of his kingdom. He had to 
suffer and to die! Why did he have to establish his 
kingdom this way? We are not told. His kingdom, of 
course, was his rule over the heart of man and the world. 
Why did God the Son made man have to suffer so 
indescribably? It was not expected by most who read the 
prophecies, even though there were strong hints to that 
effect in the Scriptures, as in, say, the prophecies about the 
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Suffering Servant. Much of this was not noticed, not 
expected. Even the greatest of the prophets, the Precursor 
himself, was puzzled at our Lord’s methods. John the 
Baptist told his disciples that Jesus would take away the sin 
of the world, but clearly he did not realize that it would be 
done by “being as all men are, (and) humbler yet, even to 
accepting death, death on a cross”, as St Paul states 
(Philippians 2:7). Though he referred to our Lord as the 
Lamb of God (John 1: 29.36), he seems to have expected a 
conquering Messiah, one who would lay the axe to the root 
of the trees, and clear the threshing floor of the chaff which 
he would burn with unquenchable fire (Matthew 3:10-12). 
He even sent some of his disciples to our Lord to seek 
reassurance that he was indeed the One to come. The path 
of the Messiah in redeeming the world from sin was a 
surprising path: it was that of the Cross, a path of pure love 
(John 3:13-17). 

The triumph of the Messiah over sin was the triumph 
of the Cross. Suffering and death has been transformed. 
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From being the universal negative that leads to nothing at 
all, it can now be the most positive thing possible in this 
life if informed by obedience to the divine will. The path 
to ultimate triumph lies in carrying the cross together with 
Jesus Christ. It gives the victory. Man’s ultimate triumph 
will come through obedience to God in the midst of the 
suffering which is involved in the imitation of Christ. Give 
me your love and your grace, O Lord, that I may so to love 
you as to embrace the cross of each day with you, and 
share in your victory! 
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The Sorrows of Mary (September 15) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 2:34-35 Simeon said to Mary: 
Behold, this child is destined for the ruin and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign of contradiction; and your 
own soul a sword will pierce. 

Collect O God, who willed that, when your Son was lifted 
high on the Cross, his Mother should stand close by and 
share his suffering, grant that your Church, participating 
with the Virgin Mary in the Passion of Christ, may merit a 
share in his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Psalm 101:lb-3ab, 
5, 6; John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 

Jesus ’ father and mother were amazed at what was 
said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and 
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rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
contradicted and you yourself a sword will pierce so that 
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. ” (Luke 2:33- 
35) 


Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
there whom he loved he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son. ” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, 
your mother. ” And from that hour the disciple took her 
into his home. (John 19:25-27) 

Mary and the Cross The high point in the history 
of the world occurred when Christ, the Incarnate Son of 
God, was hanging from the Cross on that forlorn Friday. 
That high point continued till the very early hours of the 
Sunday morning when he rose to a new life of glory. With 
that, the fundamental problem, the abiding tragedy that 
afflicted the course of history had been addressed at its 
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root. That problem was original sin and its manifestations 
and confirmations by personal sin in the life of every man 
and woman. Sin was the cause of death and all that is 
related to death, and the Redeemer made up for the sin of 
the world by his embrace of the will of his Father amid 
terrible sufferings and death. Time and again our Lord 
made it clear to his disciples that the Son of Man had to 
suffer in order to enter into his glory. The Cross of Jesus 
Christ was the path to victory. The Church honours this 
great fact with the annual celebration of the Triumph of the 
Cross on September 14. Our Lord taught his disciples time 
and again that if anyone wished to be his disciple he had to 
take up his cross every day and follow in his footsteps. So 
much has the term “the cross” passed into ordinary 
parlance because of the influence of Christian teaching, 
that its graphic character can be missed. It conjures up the 
image of a crucifixion, one of the most terrible forms of 
death devised by a cruel past. Alexander the Great 
crucified thousands who resisted him — they are statistics, 
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but the concrete horror of it was profoundly real. Christ’s 
choice of this path in witness to his truth, and his choice of 
this image to drive home what discipleship means, points 
in stark terms to what being a Christian involves. Today 
we celebrate the path of the first and foremost Christian, 
Mary the mother of the Lord. That path was to accompany 
her divine Son on his journey to Calvary and to be with 
him to the end while a sword, as it were, pierced her own 
soul too. By doing this, she participated in the redemption 
of the world. It represented the path of her life, and in this 
she is our mother and our model. 

Where do we fit in, in all of this? There is a spot for 
each of us, a place where we fit in. We fit in by the side of 
Mary our mother, at the foot of the Cross. John the 
beloved disciple, who is there, represents each of us and 
the whole Church in company with Mary. The whole 
Church stands there, with Mary at our side. We are all, 
together with her, looking on the Crucified One. All our 
lives we ought be in spirit at the foot of the Cross with 
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Mary and the beloved disciple, learning the lessons of the 
Cross and letting the mind of Christ pervade and inform 
our own. “Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” 
St Paul tells us (Philippians 2:5). This “mind” was to set 
aside the glory that was his as God and choose to become 
as men are, and humbler still, dying on a cross. Mary is 
our mother and our model, and she is there with him at the 
end, as the Lady of Sorrows predicted by Simeon when in 
the Temple with the divine Child, the Redeemer (Luke 
2:33-35). We think of her today, the memorial of our Lady 
of Sorrows, as in our Gospel text (John 19:25-27). If there 
is any grace we ought pray for, it is the grace to be like her 
whose heart and spirit was such a perfect image of that of 
her Son. There are some beautiful prayers to Mary, the 
mother of the Redeemer. The “Hail Mary,” so commonly 
known, and so prominent in the Rosary, is profoundly 
Scriptural. We ask in the “Hail Mary” that Mary our holy 
mother pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death. When asking for her intercession in this way, we 
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ought especially be praying for the grace to follow her Son 
in his total acceptance of the will of the Father precisely 
along the road of the Cross. We ought be praying for the 
grace not to shun and hate the Cross of Jesus Christ. It is a 
miracle of grace to be able to love and embrace it in the 
way Jesus did, for love of God and man. The secret to this 
revolutionary change of mind according to the mind of 
Christ is to grow in the love of Christ by constantly being 
with him. Let us be with him in company with Mary his 
mother. Let us today place ourselves with Mary our 
mother at the foot of the Crucified, praying for the grace to 
love him with all our heart and to follow him closely and 
generously together with, and as did, Mary. 

Hail Mary! Full of grace, the Lord is with you! 
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary mother of God, pray for us 
sinners now and at the hour of our death. How beautiful 
this prayer, so highly sanctioned by the Church. Let us 
pray it every day. 



3833 


Vb»©«dv 





3834 


St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
(September 21) 

(September 21) Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Also called Levi, he was the son of Alphaeus. He was a 
publican, that is, a tax collector for the Romans. His 
profession was hateful to the Jews. Nevertheless, our lord 
called him to be one of the Twelve. Matthew’s vocation 
reminds us that sanctity is not reserved for privileged 
persons. All states in life, all professions, all noble tasks 
may be sanctified, as the Church teaches. Matthew is one 
of the Twelve Apostles. We do not know details of his 
work of evangelization nor of his martyrdom which 
perhaps took place in Persia. Tradition unanimously 
acknowledges him as the author of the first Gospel, written 
in Aramaic, the language that our Lord himself spoke, and 
translated into Greek afterwards. St Matthew’s name 
appears among the other apostles in the Roman Canon. 
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Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 28:19-20 Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you, says the Lord. 

Collect O God, who with untold mercy were pleased to 
choose as an Apostle Saint Matthew, the tax collector, 
grant that, sustained by his example and intercession, we 
may merit to hold firm in following you. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Psalm 19:2-5; 
Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. Follow me, he 
told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. While 
Jesus was having dinner in the house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. When 
the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, Why does 
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your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’? On 
hearing this, Jesus said, It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: 7 
desire mercy, not sacrifice. ’ For I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners. (Matthew 9:9-13) 

Mercy Saint Matthew was one of the Twelve. It 
seems certain that Christ chose Twelve (and not some other 
number) from among his disciples in order to set forth the 
newness of the Church, the new People of God, which he 
was inaugurating. There had been twelve patriarchs from 
which issued the twelve tribes of Israel, the chosen People 
of God. In like manner, Christ called forth from his 
followers the Twelve Patriarchs of the new People of God, 
which was the divinely-intended fulfilment of the old. So 
Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist, was a patriarch of 
the new people of God which is the Church founded by the 
Lord Jesus. His dignity was very great in the plan and 
providence of God. He was one of the twelve foundation 
stones of the heavenly city portrayed in the Book of the 
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Apocalypse. He is the author of the first of the four 
Gospels, and so the author of one of the four principal 
writings of the entire Scriptures. Because of his inspired 
writing, he will draw countless souls ever closer to the 
Lord till the end of time. His vocation was great, though 
like that of our Lady herself, somewhat hidden. Consider 
his origins and the meaning of his call. As we read in the 
Gospel passage for today his feast day, he was a tax 
collector. He worked at a profession despised by all those 
who were respected among the people — and this was, 
doubtlessly, due because of the despicable behaviour of 
many of his profession. We are not told, let it be observed, 
that his own behaviour as a tax collector was despicable. In 
any case, he was called by the Lord to follow him. Further, 
in the same passage we see our Lord associating with 
Matthew’s friends and colleagues. The message for us all 
in this comes to us in our Lord’s words, when replying to 
the criticisms of himself coming from the Pharisees. “Go 
and learn the meaning of the words, ‘I desire mercy, not 
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sacrifice. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners’” 
(Matthew 9:9-13). They are to learn mercy, by reading the 
inspired Scriptures and by observing the One who was 
their fulfilment. Matthew was one of those “sinners” of the 
Scriptural citation. So his exalted vocation to be an 
Apostle was an outpouring of the mercy of God. 
Matthew’s calling was a sign and result of the divine 
mercy. 

In fact the vocation of each of us as a creature and 
child of God our Father is the result of God’s mercy. Our 
calling to be Christ’s disciples is the result of God’s mercy. 
From before the foundation of the world, St Paul informs 
us, God chose us in Christ to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. He “destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will” (Ephesians 
1:4-5). Each of us has a vocation from God from all 
eternity, and its purpose is that we might live in God for all 
eternity. Whence has come this marvel? It has come from 
the mercy of the God whom Scripture describes as “rich in 
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mercy.” On Mount Sinai, the Lord passed before Moses 
and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 
and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin (34:6-7). 
This is a primary revelation, a key to reality and the 
universe because it tells us of the heart of the Creator. So 
then, let us exult in the mercy of God. In her beautiful 
prayer of praise, Mary the mother of the Saviour magnifies 
the greatness of the Lord. She refers to the history of 
God’s doings, and what is it above all that she praises and 
thanks God for? She praises and thanks God for his mercy 
which “is from age to age on those who fear him.” God 
remembers “his mercy, the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his sons for ever.” It is this divine 
mercy which our Lord repeatedly taught and revealed in 
his ministry. The great parables of the Good Samaritan 
and the Prodigal Son are stories of the mercy of God. It is 
this divine mercy that our Lord reminds the Pharisees of in 
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today’s Gospel (Matthew 9:9-13). In reminding them, he 
reminds each of us who read his words — thanks to 
Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist. As Pope John Paul II 
explains in his second Encyclical, On the Mercy of God, 
we are called to imitate Jesus Christ by living lives of 
mercy to all those who are in need, or who are 
downtrodden in any sense. Jesus Christ is mankind’s 
teacher in all things about God. He teaches us that God is a 
God of mercy, and Jesus is our model for living in a way 
that bears witness to God who reveals himself as rich in 
mercy. 

Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical, Deus Caritas 
Est (God is Love), was a teaching on the nature of God. 
God is love, his Letter explains. That love is a love that is 
attracted to misery, sin, suffering and its alleviation. Our 
feast of St Matthew the Apostle ought be a day when we 
celebrate the mercy of God and resolve to see it manifested 
in our own lives. 
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Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
Archangels (September 29) 

The liturgy celebrates the feast of these three archangels 
who are venerated in the Church’s tradition. 

Michael (‘Who is like God?’) was the archangel who 
fought against Satan and all his evil angels, defending all 
the friends of God. He is the protector of humanity and he 
reminds us of the real existence of the devil and of 
diabolical activity. To protect us from the snares of the 
devil, it is good to have recourse to St Michael. 

Gabriel (‘Strength of God’) announced to Zechariah the 
coming birth of john the Baptist and to Mary the birth of 
Jesus. His greeting to the Virgin, ‘Hail, full of Grace’ is 
one of the most familiar and frequent prayers of the 
Christian people. Raphael (‘Medicine of God’) is the 
archangel who took care of Tobias on his journey. Every 
person on his pilgrimage through this life has a guardian 
angel with a mission similar to that of Raphael. 
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Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or 
Revelation 12:7-12ab; Psalm 138:l-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5; 

John 1:47-51 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of 
him, “Here is a true child of Israel. There is no duplicity 
in him.” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me? ” 
Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, 
I saw you under the fig tree. ” Nathanael answered him, 
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“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of 
Israel. ” Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree ? You 
will see greater things than this. ” And he said to him, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man.” (John 1:47-51) 

The Archangels Throughout the Church’s 

Liturgical Year, we celebrate many saints, and on various 
days we commemorate the holiness and life of Mary the 
mother of Christ, who is the greatest of them. They inspire 
us on our way towards heaven, and intercede for us in our 
various needs. But there is a vast world of persons in 
heaven, other than our brothers and sisters of the human 
family who have gone before us. I refer to the angels. 
They are holy and no sin has touched nor touches them. 
They abide in the presence of the all-holy and infinite God. 
They serve him constantly by praising and thanking him. 
Further, by divine appointment, they guard us in various 
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capacities on our way to our heavenly homeland. Today 
we think of three of them whose names are known to us 
from Holy Scripture: Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. We 
are able to contemplate them because they feature by name 
in Scripture. They are shown in Scripture serving God by 
serving his people, and have the title, by the Church’s 
custom, of Archangel. This is because of the exceptionally 
important work they were given to do as God’s envoys in 
the story of our salvation. They appeared to chosen 
persons and revealed what God wanted to tell them, 
assisting them to know and to do the will of God. They are 
exceptionally holy and, as has been said, stand in the very 
presence of God, seeing him face to face. When Gabriel 
appeared to Zechariah, standing on the right side of the 
altar of incense, he revealed a little about himself. To 
begin with, he revealed his name. “I am Gabriel,” he said 
(Luke 1:19). So Angels can have names. Further, he 
stands in the presence of God. How wonderful a thought! 
He sees God and is in his very presence — it surely 
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reminds us of our destiny. Moreover, he was sent as a 
messenger (this, of course, is the meaning of “angel”) — “I 
was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.” 
He immediately works a miracle in God’s name (as might a 
prophet confirming his message), expressing God’s 
judgment on Zechariah’s doubt: “And behold, you will be 
silent and unable to speak until the day that these things 
come to pass” (1:19-20). And so it happened. Gabriel is a 
glorious personage and he acts as God’s envoy. When we 
celebrate these three archangels we celebrate holiness, 
power and the plan of God. Let us think of their high 
grandeur — and their mission is to help us. 

In our Gospel today our Lord tells Nathanael that he 
will see “heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 
and descending on the Son of Man” (John 1:47-51). As we 
think of the angels and their grandeur, let us think of the 
wonder of the Incarnation in which God, the very maker of 
the angels, became, in a sense, lower than they. Think of 
this too: the Messiah was expected to be a man, a man 
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great beyond compare — but a man nevertheless. To this 
day, the Jewish people expect a Messiah, but he will be, 
broadly speaking, an ordinary man. During our Lord’s 
public ministry the talk was that he was a great prophet, 
indeed perhaps one of the great prophets brought back to 
life — still, a man. Imagine, though, if it had turned out 
that the Messiah whom God sent was, say, an archangel 
come to earth and now visible for God’s work! This was 
not the prophecy, but imagine the scenario. Who could 
have laid a hand on him? Who could resist or destroy him? 
What army could defeat an archangel? But no. The utterly 
unexpected event was that, far more than this, it was God 
himself who came on earth. The Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. We saw his glory, the glory of the Only 
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth, John writes in the 
Prologue of his Gospel. God became man, a true man, the 
Suffering Servant of Yahweh who would redeem mankind 
by his obedience in the midst of sufferings and, above all, 
by his obedient death. God did not cling to his glory as 
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God but became as we are, and humbler yet, more lowly 
than the archangels, and more lowly than so many men are 
— to die on a cross. Today we think of the grandeur of the 
archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, who serve to 
give honour and glory to God and Christ. Our Lord’s 
reference to the angels of God ascending and descending 
on the Son of Man (John 1:47-51) is designed to show to 
Nathanael Christ’s high dignity. Let us allow the 
archangels to help us contemplate the incomparable 
nobility of Jesus Christ who, being God, assumed a 
condition lowlier than they, for our sake. The glory of the 
holy archangels and their mission is to be at the service of 
Jesus Christ the Redeemer of man. fie, loftier far than 
they, assumed his humble condition with us, and even 
lower than us, in order to raise us up to his company in 
heaven. 

For a long time the Church prayed to Michael the 
Archangel at the end of every Mass. Many Catholic 
churches are named after one or other of the archangels. 
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Let us read of them in Holy Scripture and thus learn to love 
and venerate them. Let us ask them for their constant 
intercession. They stand before the one triune God. They 
serve God by guiding us to honour, love and serve Jesus 
Christ our Brother and our Redeemer. They are our friends 
in heaven, and stand ever at our side. 

-- 
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Memorial of the Guardian Angels (October 2) 

(October 2) Memorial of the Guardian Angels . This 
celebration was placed in the Roman calender in 1617. 
Scripture is full of stories of angels coming to help 
patriarchs. Each person has his own Guardian Angel. 
Angels are God’s messengers whose mission is to take care 
of us, to protect our way on earth, and to share with 
Christians the apostolic zeal to get souls closer to God. St 
Peter was liberated from gaol by an angel. Our Lord spoke 
of angels of children who constantly behold his Heavenly 
Father’s face. Our Guardian Angels are our friends. 

Entrance Antiphon Dn 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 
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Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 23:20-23; Psalm 90; 

Matthew 18:1-5, 10 

The disciples approached Jesus and said, “Who is die 
greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?” He called a child 
over, placed it in their midst, and said, “Amen, I say to 
you, unless you turn and become like children, you will not 
enter the Kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself 
like this child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven. 
And whoever receives one child such as this in my name 
receives me. “See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven 
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always look upon the face of my heavenly Father. ” 
(Matthew 18:1-5, 10) 

Guardian Angel “The disciples approached Jesus 
and said, ‘Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?’” 
Generation after generation the fundamental issue facing 
the human race is entry into the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
“Kingdom of heaven” or “Kingdom of God” is God’s 
lordship, kingship, his rule. At the beginning of human 
history, man was made subject to God’s rule, and it was 
against this that he rebelled by wishing to be his own lord: 
“the Serpent said to the woman, ‘You shall not die. For 
God knows that when you eat of it ... you will be like 
God’” (Genesis 3:4-5). Man set up his own kingdom, one 
separated from God, and into that all of us are by nature 
born. But God promised he would re-establish his 
Kingdom among men: “I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall 
bruise/crush your head” (Genesis 3:15). It was this 
Kingdom of God on earth which had been foretold in the 
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Old Testament, and it was this Kingdom which our Lord, 
the Son of God, came to announce, explain and to 
establish. Those of the Jewish faith accept the testimony of 
the Scriptures that a Messiah is coming to do this. But they 
do not allow Jesus to be the promised Messiah. This is 
because they have their notion and image of the Kingdom 
of God, issuing, as is natural, from their interpretation of 
the Scriptures and the prophecies. Broadly, it is an ideal 
and definitive Kingdom of a temporal kind on this earth — 
which manifestly Jesus did not intend nor succeed in 
establishing. So he is not the Messiah. Those who accept 
Jesus as the Messiah accept him as totally trustworthy in 
who he claimed to be and in the entirety of his teaching — 
although, of course, in a divided Christendom his teaching 
is controverted. But this is plain: the burden of his 
teaching concerned himself and the nature of God’s 
Kingdom. When all is said and done, according to 
Christian teaching there are ultimately two possibilities 
facing every man and woman, and hence all of mankind. It 
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is whether or not I shall be received into the Kingdom of 
God. There are the two final realities: God’s Kingdom, 
and the horror that is not this Kingdom. At the Last 
Judgment the King will say to those on his right hand, 
“Come O blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world” 
(Matthew 25:34). It is very clear from our Lord’s teaching 
that the final catastrophe for any individual will be the 
denial of entry into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In our Gospel today our Lord refers to a condition of 
entry into the Kingdom. “He called a child over, placed it 
in their midst, and said, ‘Amen, I say to you, unless you 
turn and become like children, you will not enter the 
Kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven’” (Matthew 
18:1-5). We ought be filled with the thought of entry into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, which is God’s rule over the heart 
of man. This rule is established in him when he enters into 
union with Jesus Christ by faith and baptism, and receives 



3855 


the gift of God’s grace and life. This Kingdom of God 
begins now in this life in the heart of man, and it flourishes 
in his life when he chooses to live in imitation of Jesus 
Christ and according to his mind. The purpose of the 
Kingdom is that God will have complete dominion over the 
heart of every man and woman, and consequently over 
society — indeed over all creation. It will be the 
restoration (and more) of what was lost in the beginning. 
The path to this is straightforward, but not easy. Entry into 
God’s Kingdom comes from being a disciple of Jesus 
Christ, and the principal work to be done on this earth is to 
make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28: 19). 
Starting from its taking root in the heart of man, the 
Kingdom of God spreads and gains the victory over other 
dimensions of human life and activity. But it will advance 
or recede according to its possession of the heart of man. 
In the first instance, that is where God must reign. It is 
particularly in this sense that the “Kingdom of God is 
within (or in the midst of) you” (Luke 17:21). Then, at the 
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end when Christ comes again to judge the living and the 
dead, this Kingdom will have no end. God will be all in 
all, and forever. The total losers will be those who are not 
citizens of the Kingdom. Satan and his minions will be 
outside, and all those who died radically separated from 
God through unrepented mortal sin. So then, for the 
Christian the important task ahead of him is to secure entry 
to God’s Kingdom himself, and to draw others into the 
Kingdom with him. This is the greatest service he can do 
to mankind: to gain entry himself, and to draw others after 
him. Let us begin with ourselves, then with those 
immediately around us and those for whom we are 
immediately responsible. Then let us be apostolic towards 
all, living with the mind of Christ. 

In today’s Gospel, Christ speaks of our Guardian 
Angels. Let us pray to our Guardian Angel asking his 
intercession for the grace to realize with vivid clarity that 
nothing is more important than being in union with Jesus 
Christ, and thus being subjects of his Kingdom. Let us 
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understand that we share by baptism in Christ’s mission to 
bring God’s Kingdom to all. This we do by bearing 
witness to Jesus Christ, and inviting them to place their 
faith in him and give to him the loyalty of their hearts. Let 
us begin with our own family, our children, parents, 
spouse, relatives, work colleagues, friends and 
acquaintances — all these constitute for Christ’s disciple a 
mission and a responsibility. We are called to draw all 
with us into the Kingdom, for entry into the Kingdom is 
ultimately the only issue. Our Guardian Angel, our 
precious and God-given friend and guide, will help us 
realize and fulfil this. 
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Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist (October 18) 

(October 18) Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist . Thought to 
be a physician from Antioch, he was converted to the 
Christian faith. He was a disciple of St Paul and a faithful 
companion in all his journeys. He was the author of the 
third Gospel and of the Acts of the Apostles. He was the 
evangelist who wrote about the childhood of Jesus 
(undoubtedly drawing directly or indirectly on the 
testimony of his Mother). He has told us some of the most 
moving parables of the Lord, such as that of the lost sheep 
and the prodigal son. In his gospel he highlights the 
universality of salvation. 

Entrance Antiphon Is 52:7 How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings of 
peace, bearing good news, announcing salvation! 

Collect Lord God, who chose Saint Luke to reveal by his 
preaching and writings the mystery of your love for the 
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poor, grant that those who already glory in your name may 
persevere as one heart and one soul and that all nations 
may merit to see your salvation. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Timothy 4:10-17b; Psalm 145:10-11, 
12-13, 17-18; Luke 10:1-9 

The Lord Jesus appointed seventy-two disciples whom 
he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he 
intended to visit. He said to them, “The harvest is 
abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the master of 
the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. Go on 
your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among 
wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and 
greet no one along the way. Into whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household. ’ If a peaceful 
person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it 
will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and 
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drink what is offered to you, for the labourer deserves 
payment. Do not move about from one house to another. 
Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what 
is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The 
Kingdom of God is at hand for you. (Luke 10:1-9) 

Mission Some decades ago I read of the results of a 
religious survey that had been taken among American 
Catholics a couple of decades before. The survey had 
concluded that the generality of practising Catholics were 
much less involved in bringing their Faith to others than 
were practising members of certain other Protestant 
denominations. The number and proportion of Catholics 
were higher in religious practice (i.e., in Sunday worship) 
than most other denominations, but they were not very 
apostolic when it came to spreading the Faith. They did 
not generally attempt to share or spread their Catholic Faith 
among others. Perhaps they saw it as the work of the 
professionals — that is, the ordained priests and 
consecrated religious. If so, they were labouring under a 
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profoundly mistaken notion of their vocation as lay 
Catholics in the world. Their proper milieu was indeed the 
world, but precisely in the world they had a responsibility 
to be apostolic. Of course, this is not to deny the enormous 
apostolic work of some Catholics of the time, such as those 
in the Legion of Mary and many other instances of 
Catholic action. Still, that survey described a situation of 
many decades ago. Interestingly, in a general Church 
survey taken in more recent years in Australia, the 
generality of Catholics again scored poorly in respect to 
bringing their Faith to others around them. Once again, 
this is not to speak of the notable apostolic work being 
done by numbers of Catholic lay faithful. But it is clear 
that for some time the Church’s faithful have needed to 
hear what the Church in her teaching has been insisting on 
for some time, that all members of the Church are called to 
share in the Church’s mission and vocation. It is not just a 
dimension of the Christian life for the “professionals.” All 
the baptized are called to holiness of life, and all are called 
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to be apostolic, which is to say to bring the knowledge and 
love of Christ to others. One does get the impression that 
more and more of the baptized are now hearing this joint 
call. It is in “the air” and is one of the successful results of 
the Second Vatican Council and of many lay-based and 
lay-inspiring movements of the twentieth century. Pope 
John Paul II often referred to a coming springtime in the 
Church. I suspect that we see the beginnings of this now, 
together with shadows. More and more are hearing, in a 
very personal sense, the call to a life of apostolic holiness. 

In our Gospel today our Lord appoints “seventy-two 
disciples whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town 
and place he intended to visit. He said to them, ‘The 
harvest is abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the 
master of the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. 
Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs 
among wolves’” (Luke 10:1-9). It was very obvious to 
anyone who was drawn to our Lord, to anyone who chose 
to follow him and to live in his friendship and teaching, 
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that his apostolic mission was at the heart of his life. This 
meant that anyone who wished to be part of his life would 
be drawn into participating in his mission, in some sense. 
He had come that people might have life and have it in 
abundance, and those who wished to be his friends would 
join him in bringing this life to the world. This did not 
mean that all his disciples would be physically on the road 
with him, being sent out by him as were the seventy-two 
and the Twelve, or would have to leave father, mother, 
wife, children or lands for the sake of the kingdom of 
heaven. Different disciples and friends (such as Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus) had different callings and were in 
different circumstances. But all who were his friends and 
disciples, in the very nature of the case, would come to 
share our Lord’s apostolic dynamism and interest. It was 
to be a world-wide kingdom. He had come to cast fire on 
the earth, and that fire was the love of his own Person and 
the acceptance of his teaching. Just before he ascended 
into heaven he gave a final charge to his disciples. It was 
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not simply that they be good and pious people and that they 
keep to his doctrine, but that they go out to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations. Granted each 
one’s vocation and circumstances, still, anyone who 
refused or responded in niggardly manner could not expect 
to be counted by our Lord as his close friend. So then, an 
essential component of the Christian life is participation in 
the mission of Christ and the Church. This means that 
every Christian who asks — as we all ought ask 
persistently — for the grace of loving Christ deeply, will 
include in this request the grace to want to be apostolic. 
We show our love for Jesus by spending ourselves in the 
service of others, especially that service which consists in 
bringing to them the knowledge and love of Jesus the 
Saviour. 

After our Lord rose from the dead he asked Simon 
Peter three times if he loved him, and three times Simon 
said he did. At each reply Christ told Simon to feed his 
flock. The sign of his love was to be to care for Christ’s 
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flock. Christ asks each of us if we love him. Let us 
respond, and respond genuinely, yes, Lord, I love you! Let 
us pray for the grace to love Jesus Christ. But when we say 
this, praying for the gift of divine love, let us hear our Lord 
say to us, look after my lambs! The greatest way we can 
look after them is by helping them to love and follow the 
Shepherd of souls. Let us, then, live daily a life of 
apostolic holiness in the world. Let this be our thought as 
we ponder the Gospel of today, the Feast of St Luke the 
Evangelist. 
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Feast of St Simon and St Jude, Apostles 
(October 28) 

(October 28) Simon and Jude, Apostles Simon is usually 
called the “Canaanaean” and also the “Zealot”, probably 
because he belonged to the Jewish party of the “Zealots of 
the Law.” Jude also called Thaddeus or “Courageous”, is 
the author of the short epistle in the New Testament with 
his name. They probably preached in Mesopotamia and 
Persia and were martyred. Their names appear in the 
Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the 
Lord chose in his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal 
glory. 

Collect O God, who by the blessed Apostles have brought 
us to acknowledge your name, graciously grant, through 
the intercession of Saints Simon and Jude, that the Church 
may constantly grow by increase of the peoples who 
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believe in you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalm 19:2-3, 4-5; 
Luke 6:12-16 

Jesus went up to the mountain to pray, and he spent 
the night in prayer to God. When day came, he called his 
disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom 
he also named Apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, 
and his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 
Alphaeus, Simon who was called a Zealot, and Judas the 
son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A 
large crowd of his disciples were there and a great number 
of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from 
the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, who had come 
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those 
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troubled by impure spirits were cured, and the people all 
tried to touch him, because power was coming from him 
and healing them all. (Luke 6:12-19) 

The Church Today we think of two of the 

Twelve Apostles, Simon and Jude. We know hardly 
anything about them except for the few passing references 
in the New Testament and some traditions about them in 
the early Church. But that itself is a lesson, for their 
importance derives from the great Cause to which they 
were called and the indispensable role as Apostles they 
occupied. Their vocation as foundation stones of Christ’s 
Church leads us to think of the far larger reality which they 
served, which was, of course, Christ and his Church (Luke 
6:12-16). It is very true that the Christian religion is above 
all and firstly a matter between my Creator and me. As 
John Henry Newman writes in his Apologia, God and my 
soul are the two fundamental realities on which pivot my 
eternal prospects. But while this is true, there are those 
who see religion as being simply that. That is to say, there 
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is no place, or little place, for the Church. The Christian 
religion, for them, is a matter simply of each person 
coming to terms generously with the word of God in 
Scripture, grasping its meaning and living it out as a 
personal venture. This is Christianity. It is a matter 
between me and Christ, present in his word, which is 
contained in Holy Writ. Now, the celebration of the feast 
of two of the Twelve Apostles reminds us of the great 
reality of which we are part. Christ does not deal simply 
with individuals in time and history. He lives in his 
Church, and comes to them in his Church, calling them to 
membership in his Church, of which Simon and Jude were 
two of the foundation stones. We are called to find, to love 
and to serve Christ, but as present in his Church. We are 
branches of a Vine, and the Vine includes the other 
branches. This is the Church. 

So then, as we think of our two Apostles today, let us 
think of the great family of which we are members. The 
Church is Christ’s direct creation. He is her mystical 
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Bridegroom, she is his spouse. Let us think of how Christ 
died for his spouse the Church. Then, together with the 
Father, he sent to the infant Church, the Holy Spirit to be 
her animating principle. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came 
upon the infant Church gathered around Mary and the 
Twelve (including Simon and Jude), and with that coming, 
the Church was born as the living body of Christ. Christ is 
her head, the Holy Spirit her soul. This is the great reality 
of which Simon and Jude and the rest of the Twelve were 
the foundation. Because of what the Church really is, we 
believe the Church and her testimony. For this reason we 
state in the Creed that we believe the one, holy, Catholic 
and apostolic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins. The Church is apostolic, she is one, 
she is holy because of her being in Christ, and she is 
Catholic. Let us learn to love the Church as did Simon and 
Jude, giving ourselves over to her service in our family, in 
our workplace and in our everyday life. Let us learn to 
look on the Church with the eyes of Christ, and not with 
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the eyes of the world, seeing in her not just an institution of 
human beings united in a common belief, but the animating 
presence of Jesus Christ her divine head and Saviour. The 
fundamental reality behind and within and at the basis of 
the Church is the Person of Christ. Without Christ the 
Church — the Church which is founded on the Apostles 
and which is in communion with the Successor of the chief 
of the Apostles, Simon the Rock — would be virtually 
nothing. 

It is Jesus Christ who is present and active in the 
Church by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us use our 
celebration of the two Apostles Simon and Jude as an 
occasion for praying for a deeper appreciation of the true 
nature of the Church, and the readiness to love and serve 
her as did Christ, her Bridegroom. He loved the Church, 
and laid down his life for her. Christ will love us dearly, if 
we for love of him do the same through the calls of our 
everyday life. 
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Solemnity of All Saints (November 1) 

(November 1) All the Saints in Heaven Today we 
celebrate the feast of all the unknown saints who are now 
in heaven. The Church reminds us that sanctity is within 
everyone’s reach. Through the communion of saints we 
help one another achieve sanctity. 

Entrance Antiphon Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we 
celebrate the feast day in honour of all the Saints, at whose 
festival the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, by whose gift we 
venerate in one celebration the merits of all the Saints, 
bestow on us, we pray, through the prayers of so many 
intercessors, an abundance of the reconciliation with you 
for which we earnestly long. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; Psalm 24: lbc-2, 
3-4ab, 5-6; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12a 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
and he began to teach them, saying: Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven. 
(Matthew 5:1-12a) 
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Glory On this day, the Feast Day that celebrates all 
those who are in Heaven — all the “saints” — known and 
unknown, canonized and uncanonized, we think of our 
heavenly homeland and all who are with God there. What 
a bright prospect is ahead of us! What a revelation God has 
granted us of our final end! Consider the darkness that has 
enshrouded so many of the religions of man and their 
systems of thought in this matter. What did Socrates, Plato 
or Aristotle know of this wonderful prospect ahead of man, 
as intended by God? So many indigenous religions and so 
many religions of civilized peoples over the course of 
human history have had little to say of the Afterlife, with 
not very much to look forward to. The saying of the 
Romans is famous: Let us eat, drink and be merry, for 
tomorrow we die! I have known people, elderly people 
included, who have thought that this life is the only life we 
shall enjoy. After this brief span our lot is no different 
from that of a dog or cat. This world is all that there is — 
this assumption is not at all uncommon in our secular age. 
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Our end is our grave. Oblivion follows the years of life. 
The only interesting thing is this life, and if this life 
becomes uninteresting, let alone simply painful, then there 
is nothing more to look forward to, and we ought make it 
end. The Old Testament shows evidence of an advancing 
revelation from God as to the Afterlife, but even by the 
time of Christ (as shown in the Gospels), our Lord is 
challenged by the Sadducees who did not believe in a 
resurrection, at least of the body. By quoting and 
explaining the only Books of Scripture they accepted, from 
the Torah, Christ instantly defeated them in debate and told 
them that they knew neither the Scriptures nor the power of 
God. Still, our certain and clear knowledge of the glory 
that awaits the just comes pre-eminently from Jesus Christ. 
It is he who reveals the glorious destiny of the one who 
does not die in unrepented mortal sin. There are two 
alternatives that ultimately face each human being. Each 
of us will be eternally saved or eternally lost. Our personal 
judgment follows our death and then we go to our merited 
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place. Those who are saved will be purified of the stains of 
any sin in Purgatory, and then there is heaven, and forever. 

Heaven forever! Let us think very frequently of the 
homeland that God has prepared for us. Our Lord, at the 
Last Supper, told his disciples that he was going to prepare 
them a place, so that where he is they would be too. That 
is the principal feature of heaven. It is where Christ is, 
together with the Father and the Holy Spirit and all those 
who are in God. It will, presumably, be an unimaginably 
vast family filled with utter love and joy. The music of 
love and holy beauty will surround us eternally. Every tear 
will be wiped away. We shall see God face to face, him 
who is infinite beauty, goodness and love. There will be 
no end to the joy which will flow from this, for God is 
without limit in all that he is. Think of the virtually 
unending possibilities of interest contained in visible 
creation and in its exploration. This is as nothing 
compared to the infinite God, a God limitless in love, 
beauty, holiness, wisdom and power. What a terrible 
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catastrophe to lose out on this divinely predestined 
eternity! God has revealed that we were made for glory, 
for a share in the glory of the Son who is our Redeemer 
and our Brother. What, then, is the path to glory? The 
path to glory lies in the faithful following of Christ each 
day, taking up our cross with love in the knowledge that 
this is the path he followed. “If any man wishes to be my 
disciple let him take up his cross every day and follow in 
my footsteps.” Our Lord instructed his disciples time and 
again in the great point that the Son of Man had to suffer if 
he was to enter into his glory. At Tabor he was 
transfigured in glory, with the voice of the Father pointing 
to him: This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him! The 
Transfiguration of Jesus Christ was a prefiguring of his 
glory, and Moses and Elijah conversed with him about the 
passing he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. By suffering 
as he did, he opened up the way to glory for himself and to 
glory for all his brothers and sisters of the human race. At 
our Baptism and in the Sacraments we receive the grace to 
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accompany him along his divine path. This we do by 
persevering in the fulfilment of the will of God in our daily 
duties. It is the thought of heaven with Christ that will give 
us courage to persevere daily along the way of Christ. 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 5:l-12a), our Lord 
gives us the way to heaven. It is contained in the 
Beatitudes. “Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven .” Heaven is our homeland. Life is short 
and eternity long. Let us use the days remaining to us to 
make sure that the eternity that will certainly come will be 
spent with God and all the saints. Let us pray to Mary our 
heavenly mother to assist us by her example and 
intercession along our way. Holy Mary, mother of God, 
pray for us sinners now, and at the hour or our death. 
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The Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed 

(All Souls Day) (November 2) 

(November 2) All Souls The Church, after rejoicing 
yesterday with our brothers who are in heaven, today prays 
for all who, in the purifying suffering of Purgatory, await 
the day when they will join the company of the saints. The 
celebration of the Mass, which is the sacrifice of Calvary, 
renewed on our altars, has ever been for the Church the 
principal means of fulfilling the great commandment of 
charity towards the dead. We can also relieve their 
sufferings through our prayers, suffrages, and penances. 
Even after death, links with our fellow-travellers are not 
broken. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Thes 4:14; 1 Cor 15:22 Just as 
Jesus died and has risen again, so through Jesus God will 
bring with him those who have fallen asleep; and as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ will all be brought to life. 



3881 


Collect Listen kindly to our prayers, O Lord, and, as our 
faith in your Son, raised from the dead, is deepened, so 
may our hope of resurrection for your departed servants 
also find new strength. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Possible Scripture readings today : Wisdom 3:1-9; 

Psalm 25:6 and 7b, 17-18, 20-21; Romans 5:5-11 or 
Romans 6:3-9; John 6:37-40 

Jesus said to the crowds: “Everything that the Father 
gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who 
comes to me, because I came down from heaven not to do 
my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And this 
is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose 
anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it on 
the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that 
everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have 
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eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day. ” (John 
6:37-40) 

Purgatory Today we think of those departed souls 
who are in, as the Church terms it, “Purgatory.” Death — 
death and its sequel! That is the great human fact, and the 
great human question. The American movie, “Love’s 
Abiding Joy” (2006), tells the story, set in the nineteenth 
century USA west, of one family’s perseverance and the 
tragedies that test their faith. Particularly poignant is its 
portrayal of the death of the family’s infant, showing the 
immense impact of the experience of death. A question: 
Why is there death at all? We can only gain an answer to 
this burdensome mystery by turning to Divine Revelation. 
Death (as we know it) entered the world as a result of 
man’s rebellion against God at the beginning. St Paul tells 
us that “the wages of sin are death.” Indeed, the 
appearance of death in the world was a reflection of a 
spiritual death that appeared long before, when certain 
angels rebelled against God. Those angelic beings 
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forthwith lost the life of God. They now live in unending 
spiritual death expressed in their undying hatred of God 
and of all that is good. Their eternal death, issuing from 
their rebellion, is in process and will never end. It will be 
consummated, not in extinction, but in an eternal perishing 
within a state of hatred for God and for others and for 
themselves. We know that this state of Hell exists because 
we know that the demons inhabit it. Our Lord says in one 
of the Gospels that the Devil is a liar and a murderer. He is 
referring to Satan, the prince of the demonic world, but 
many are with him in their doomed, horrifying and sinful 
condition. It was all the result of their sin. At the 
beginning of the human race man, too, sinned. Thus did 
death enter the human condition and it passed to the race 
— because man chose to sin. But now, God sent the 
Saviour to atone for man’s sin and as a result, death has 
been overcome. All that remains is for this Blessing of 
abundant eternal life to be brought to all “the families of 
the earth” (Genesis 12:3). The one who believes in Jesus 
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and who lives according to that belief enjoys this Blessing, 
and will not (truly) die. At various times our Lord spoke of 
death in the Gospels. He wept at the death of Lazarus his 
friend, but he had referred to it earlier as a “sleep.” Lazarus 
is asleep, he said to his disciples. When he went to the 
house of the young girl who had died, he told the mourners 
that she was not dead but asleep. True death, in the mind 
of God, is eternal death issuing from sin, and it is from this 
that he has freed us. 

The Good News is, as our Lord tells us in today’s 
Gospel, that “this is the will of the one who sent me, that I 
should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I 
should raise it on the last day. For this is the will of my 
Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him 
may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day” 
(John 6: 37-40). Those who have died in Christ and who 
are not yet perfect — which would surely be the majority 
of the saved — need to be purified from all sin before 
being admitted into the presence of the infinitely holy and 
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beautiful God. All must be clothed with the wedding 
garment of spotless holiness before being admitted to the 
wedding banquet. Only thus, and only then, will they be 
able to be utterly united to the all-holy God, and live face 
to face with him in an embrace of unending joy — and it is 
this union with God which constitutes the bliss and reality 
of heaven. The saved who are not yet perfect are not yet in 
the presence of God, though they are saved. They are 
being mercifully purified of their sins — they are in 
Purgatory, certain of being saved and with a bright future 
ahead of them. Christ will raise them to heaven. In his 
mercy, God is purifying them. They themselves are 
entirely unable to hasten their purification, whereas we 
who live this side of the grave are able to advance in merit 
by cooperating with grace. We are also able to assist the 
faithful departed by our prayers, our Masses, our penances, 
and by the Indulgences both plenary and partial that we can 
gain for them. We can intercede for them — and it is an 
immense act of charity to do so. The more souls in 
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Purgatory whom we assist in their path to heaven, the more 
friends we shall have there in heaven praying for us during 
our pilgrimage in this life and during our own time of 
purification in Purgatory. The doctrine of Purgatory is one 
which we ought share with as many as possible, including 
non-Catholics and non-Christians, so as to encourage them 
to pray for their departed relatives and friends. Consider 
this: how many souls must be in Purgatory, being purified 
of their sins, without anyone to pray for them and to hasten 
their entry into heaven! How many must there be who 
have not known Christ! But they may have lived a life 
sufficiently worthy of being granted a place in glory 
(through Christ’s merits), but who have no-one, no-one at 
all, to assist them by their prayers as they are purified of 
the stains of their sins. We do not know what this process 
entails, nor its length. But we do know that we can assist 
by our prayers. How many would have no such assistance 
— there may be millions! Let us come to their aid by our 


prayers! 
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St. Thomas Aquinas quotes St. Augustine as saying 
that “This fire of Purgatory will be more severe than any 
pain that can be felt, seen or conceived in this world.” 
Aquinas agrees with St. Augustine: “the pain of Purgatory, 
both of loss and of sense, surpasses all the pains of this 
life.” St. Bonaventure thought “that this punishment by 
fire is more severe than any punishment which comes to 
men in this life.” Let us pray for the souls in Purgatory 
today and throughout life, for in terms of assisting 
themselves, they are helpless. They depend on our prayers. 
Let us not forget nor fail them, for they will not fail us 
when our time of purification comes. 
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Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
in Rome (November 9) 

(November 9) The Lateran basilica is the cathedral of the 
Pope’s diocese of Rome. It was built in the time of 
Constantine and was consecrated by Pope Sylvester in 324. 
This feast became a universal celebration in honour of the 
basilica called “the mother and mistress of all churches of 
Rome and the world” as a sign of love for and union with 
the See of Peter. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 21:2 I saw the holy city, a 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

Or: 

Cf. Rev 21:3 Behold God’s dwelling with the human race. 
He will dwell with them and they will be his people, and 
God himself with them will be their God. 
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Collect O God, who from living and chosen stones 
prepare an eternal dwelling for your majesty, increase in 
your Church the spirit of grace you have bestowed, so that 
by new growth your faithful people may build up the 
heavenly Jerusalem. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the JJoly 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who were pleased to call your Church the Bride, 
grant that the people that serves your name may revere 
you, love you and follow you, and may be led by you to 
attain your promises in heaven. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 


Scripture today : Ezechiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3, 
5-6, 8-9; 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11,16-17; John 2:13-22 
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Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those who 
sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money-changers 
seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them 
all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and 
spilled the coins of the money-changers and overturned 
their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take 
these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace. ” His disciples recalled the words of 
Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me. At this the 
Jews answered and said to him, ‘What sign can you show 
us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up. ” 
The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction 
for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days?” 
But he was speaking about the temple of his Body. 
Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they came to believe 
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the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken. (John 2:13- 

22 ) 


The Great See Today the universal Church 
celebrates the Feast of the dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica in Rome. Every diocese commemorates the 
dedication of its own Cathedral. For instance, in the 
Australian Ordo of the Liturgical Year, the date of the 
dedication of every diocesan Cathedral in the country is 
noted. Why is this? The Cathedral is the place of the See 
of the Bishop of the diocese — “See” is from the Latin 
sedes, seat; “Cathedral” is from the Greek kathedra, seat or 
chair. It is “the chair” of authority from which he teaches, 
preaches and governs, near to the altar at which he 
celebrates the Eucharist and dispenses the Sacraments. It is 
the locale from which he exercises his unifying ministry as 
a successor of the Apostles. Within the diocese, where the 
Catholic Church is present locally, Christ as Pastor, 
Teacher and High Priest of his people is especially present 
and active in the person of the Bishop and where the 
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Bishop has his “Chair” ( kathedra ), his “See” ( sedes ), his 
Cathedral. With good reason, then, the local Church 
celebrates the dedication of the Cathedral. It is above all a 
form of celebrating communion with the local Bishop, and 
through him communion with Christ who creates and 
sustains his Church. But of course, the local Church 
(which is to say, the Catholic faithful gathered around their 
Bishop) makes present the prior and fundamental ecclesial 
reality which is the universal Church. This it is able to do 
by being in full communion with the Church Catholic, 
gathered with the successor of Peter. Christ founded his 
“Church” on the visible rock of Simon Peter, and his 
“Church” was to be brought to all the nations. Christ’s 
“Church” — his disciples gathered around Peter and the 
Apostles — were charged with the mission of going to the 
whole world and making disciples of all the nations. Thus 
the Catholic Church is prior to the founding of any local 
diocesan Church, and the Catholic Church is made present, 
manifested, and enriched by the local (Catholic) Church. 
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Communion with the local and legitimate Catholic Bishop 
is expressed in the celebration of the dedication of the local 
Cathedral. But for the local Church in communion with its 
bishop to be properly Catholic, it is essential that there be 
full communion with the universal Church, expressed in 
communion with the successor of Peter, the Bishop of 
Rome. This is a cardinal point of the Catholic faith. 

This is why we celebrate every year not only the 
dedication of the local Cathedral, but also the dedication of 
the Cathedral of St John Lateran. It is the Cathedral of the 
diocese of Rome. It is the locale of “the Chair” or “See” of 
the Bishop of Rome from which he governs and teaches 
and preaches, and with this “See” every other “Chair” of 
the Catholic Church must be in full communion. Christ as 
Head of the universal Church is especially present in the 
Chair of Rome, and any Chair that loses its communion 
with the Chair of Rome is by that fact separated from full 
membership in the Catholic Church. To the extent that it 
lacks this communion, to that extent it fails in Catholicism. 
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That is why in the life of the Christian and in the life of 
every local Church there is a very important question to be 
asked. It is, “What does Rome say?” To disregard this 
question, to have but a scant interest in it, to think without 
any reference to it, let alone to be hostile and resistant to it, 
betrays an un-Catholic course whose ultimate result if 
unchecked is separation from the universal Church. The 
authentically Catholic mind is imbued with a love for the 
See of Rome because of its unique place in the constitution 
of the Catholic Church, and this by Christ’s institution. 
What the Chair of Rome teaches or formally accepts is the 
authoritative guide to the life of the Catholic Church, for 
through that Chair the voice of Christ is authoritatively 
heard in each generation. What Jesus the Master revealed 
is presented again and again and applied to the age. 
Christ’s doctrine is developed in authentic fashion for the 
sanctification of the Faithful — but it is the Chair of Peter 
which ultimately judges on this. All of this we recognize 
and renew in our celebration of the Feast of the dedication 
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of the Roman Cathedral of St John Lateran, the Chair of 
the Bishop of Rome. All Christians are called by Christ to 
be in full communion with this Bishop as he teaches and 
ministers as Christ’s universal Vicar, having authority and 
jurisdiction over the universal Church. So today we think 
of Christ present in the person of the Pope, Successor of 
Saint Peter the Rock of Christ’s Church, the visible 
foundation of the unity of the universal Church. Christ is 
the unseen rock of the Church, and the Pope as his vicar is 
its visible rock. To be in communion with Christ and his 
Church, we must be in communion with the Pope. 

Our communion ought be heartfelt, too. Pope St Pius 
X once wrote that it not possible for the Catholic to be holy 
if he does not love the Pope. On this Feast day — and let 
us note that it is a Feast day in the Liturgical Year — let us 
renew that most important element of our Catholic faith 
which is our love for, and religious obedience to, the See of 
Saint Peter, recognizing in the Pope and his teaching the 
presence and activity of Jesus the Church’s Head. Many 
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saints — Saint Thomas More is but one example — have 
died for the doctrine that the Pope is the universal pastor of 
the Catholic Church. All must recognize this as a divinely- 
intended linchpin of Catholic life. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle (November 30) 

(November 30) Saint Andrew , Apostle. Born at 
Bethsaida, Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist 
before he became a follower of Christ, to whom he also 
brought his brother, Peter. With Philip he presented the 
Greeks to Christ before his Passion. Before the miracle in 
the desert, he pointed out to Christ the boy carrying the 
loaves and fishes. After Pentecost he preached the Gospel 
in many lands and is said to have been put to death by 
crucifixion at Achaia (Greece). 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4:18-19 Beside the Sea of 
Galilee, the Lord saw two brothers, Peter and Andrew, and 
he said to them: Come after me and I will make you fishers 
of men. 

Collect We humbly implore your majesty, O Lord, that, 
just as the blessed Apostle Andrew was for your Church a 
preacher and pastor, so he may be for us a constant 



3898 


intercessor before you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 10:9-18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 
Matthew 4:18-22 

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. 
He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. ” At once they left their nets and followed 
him. He walked along from there and saw two other 
brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 
They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their 
boat and their father and followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22) 

Unity The year following his election, Pope 

Benedict XVI celebrated the feast of St Andrew (2006) 
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with the Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople in Istanbul. 
I remember how cordial an event it was, and how simple 
and humble the Pope appeared throughout. Ever since the 
great meeting between Pope Paul VI and the Patriarch of 
Constantinople in 1964, the Holy See has sent delegations 
to celebrate the feast of St Andrew together with the 
Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople. In like manner, the 
Orthodox send a delegation to Rome each year for the feast 
of St Peter and St Paul. Today we think of the Gospel 
scene of how our Lord, “walking by the Sea of Galilee”, 
“saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his 
brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were 
fishermen. He said to them, ‘Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men’” (Matthew 4:18-22). The two 
were called together, they lived out their lives in full union 
in Christ as did the other Apostles, and now, two thousand 
years later, the Christian world finds itself in such 
tremendous disunity. This Christian disunity is a terrible 
tragedy, and it has profoundly hampered the Christian 
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witness to the Person of Christ. Imagine how powerful 
would that witness be if the Christian world were united in 
one Fold under one Shepherd! Our Lord prayed at the Last 
Supper that they would all be one, so that the world would 
believe that he is the One whom the Father has sent. That 
was Christ’s prayer, and so it should be our constant 
prayer, too. The project of Christian unity may seem 
beyond imagining in its scale and difficulty, but inasmuch 
as Christ prayed for it, so too we should pray for it with 
confidence in the power and the love of God. So much is 
at stake for the redemption of the world! Great as are the 
efforts of so many zealous members of Christ’s faithful, so 
much more fruitful would the efforts of all be, were all of 
Christ’s Faithful one, in one Fold under one Shepherd. 
How can this possibly happen? It can happen through the 
power of God and his almighty Divine Spirit, the Spirit of 
Love that is the Love of Father and Son. With God, all 
things are possible, our Lord once said. 
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On this feast of Saint Andrew, brother of Simon Peter 
the first of the Popes, let us dream dreams of Christian 
unity. It was Christ’s plan; it was his dream. Let us think 
back to the beginnings, to the calling of the Twelve by 
Christ, and to the call of the two brothers, Simon and 
Andrew. Each of us can pray for Christian unity in union 
with the Supreme Pontiff, the successor of Saint Peter. We 
can do our little bit each day and throughout our lives to 
advance the communion which ought exist between all 
those who believe in Christ. Let us spread kindness 
everywhere, kindness and respect for those who are not in 
full communion with us. Let us imagine ourselves working 
for this in union with the Successor of Peter, doing it on 
our small stage which has its place in the overarching 
Providence of God. When we come before the judgment 
seat of God what shall we have to show for ourselves in 
respect to this wish and prayer of Christ for the unity of all 
Christians? Shall we have contributed to it, or shall we 
have hindered it in various ways in our limited sphere of 
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influence? Shall we have been uninterested in this wish 
and prayer of Jesus Christ? We have been given our talent, 
and perhaps it has been but one talent in terms of ability 
and opportunity to advance the unity of Christians which 
Christ so desires. But what are we doing with that one 
talent? Are we leaving it unused — if so, we ought 
remember the judgment pronounced on the one-talent man 
of our Lord’s parable. During his visit to Turkey on the 
occasion mentioned above (Feast of St Andrew, 2006), 
Pope Benedict XVI stressed the responsibility we all have 
not only to contribute to the unity of all Christians, but to a 
greater unity between those who profess faith in one God. 
This includes, for instance, Islam. A great issue of our day 
is the relations between Islam and the West, including 
Islam and Christianity. Let us remember that Islam looks 
to the God of Abraham, and sees itself as within the 
religious tradition that stems from him. That perspective 
Islam has chosen to have ought be a source of mutual 
understanding and cooperation. Ever since the Second 
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Vatican Council, the Popes have taught us that we have a 
responsibility to build on this common ground and 
construct a civilization of love. 

Let us ask for the grace to use the time we have at this 
point of human history and of the history of the Church to 
build up a true communion between all God’s children and 
all those who believe in Christ. We have a responsibility to 
do this, and we shall be judged on the degree to which we 
have fulfilled it. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Feast of the Immaculate Conception of 
The Virgin Mary (December 8) 

(December 8) The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Pope Pius IX instituted this solemnity when 
he proclaimed as dogma the truth of Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception on December 8, 1854, formally affirming the 
traditional belief of the Church that she was conceived free 
from the stain of original sin. This feast has been 
celebrated in the East and also in many places in the West 
since the eighth century. Mary’s freedom from all sin is 
the most beautiful fruit of the work of redemption 
accomplished by her Son. Chosen as Mother of the 
Saviour, Mary received the benefits of salvation from the 
moment of her conception. Christ came to take away the 
sin of the world; he did not allow that sin to contaminate 
Mary. In her sanctity, then, our Blessed Mother is a model 
for all Christians. We should seek her intercession in our 
own struggles with sin. 
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Entrance Antiphon Is 61:10 I rejoice heartily in the Lord, 
in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with 
a robe of salvation, and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, 
like a bride adorned with her jewels. 

Collect O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son, 
grant, we pray, that, as you preserved her from every stain 
by virtue of the Death of your Son, which you foresaw, so, 
through her intercession, we, too, may be cleansed and 
admitted to your presence. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 
3cd-4; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God into a town of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
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David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. The angel 
entered and said to her: “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is 
with you. Blessed are you among women. ” When she 
heard this she was troubled at his words, and considered 
within herself what manner of salutation this was. And the 
angel said to her: “Fear not, Mary, for you have found 
grace with God. Behold you will conceive in thy womb and 
will bring forth a son; and you will call his name Jesus. 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the most 
High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
David his father. He will reign in the house of Jacob for 
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end. ” Mary said 
to the angel, “How will this be, since I do not know man? ” 
And the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you and the power of the most High will overshadow you. 
And so the Holy One who will be born of you will be called 
the Son of God. Behold your cousin Elizabeth has also 
conceived a son in her old age and she who has been 
called barren in now in her sixth month, because nothing is 
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impossible with God. ” Mary said, “Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it done to me according to your word. ’’And 
the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary Immaculate In the Papal decree of 8 
December 1854, entitled Ineffabilis Deus, Pope Pius IX 
(now beatified) pronounced and defined that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary “in the first instance of her conception, by a 
singular privilege and grace granted by God, in view of the 
merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human race, was 
preserved exempt from all stain of original sin.” It is 
therefore a dogma of the Catholic Faith, to be received by 
all the Church’s faithful as being divinely revealed, that 
Mary was conceived free of all stain of original sin from 
the first moment of her animation as a human being, which 
is to say from the instant of her conception. Sanctifying 
grace was given to her before original sin could take effect 
in her soul. Original sin was not removed from her soul, as 
it is removed from others by baptism; it was excluded. It 
never was in her soul. The state of original sanctity, 
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innocence, and justice, as opposed to original sin, was 
conferred upon her, by which gift every stain and fault, all 
depraved emotions, passions, and debilities, essentially 
pertaining to original sin, were excluded. But she was not 
made exempt from the temporal penalties of Adam — from 
sorrow, bodily weakness, and death. The immunity from 
original sin was given to Mary by a singular exemption 
from a universal law through the same merits of Christ, by 
which other men are cleansed from sin by baptism. Mary 
needed the redeeming Saviour to obtain this exemption, 
and to be delivered from the universal necessity and debt of 
being subject to original sin. The person of Mary, in 
consequence of her origin from Adam, should have been 
subject to sin, but, being the new Eve who was to be the 
mother of the new Adam, she was, by the eternal plan of 
God and by the merits of Christ, withdrawn from the 
general law of original sin. Her redemption was the 
masterpiece of Christ’s redeeming wisdom. John Henry 
Newman, in his Letter Addressed to the Rev. E. B. Pusey, 
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invokes the Patristic testimony that Mary was the Second 
Eve. As the First Eve came from God’s hand filled with 
grace, so did Mary, the Second Eve — and this by virtue of 
the merits of the one Redeemer, her Son. 

No controversy arose over the Immaculate 
Conception on the European continent before the twelfth 
century. For various reasons, eminent theologians became 
divided. For instance, Aquinas at first pronounced in 
favour of the doctrine in his treatise on the “ Sentences ” (in 
I. Sent. c. 44, q. I ad 3), yet in his “Summa TheologiccT he 
seems to conclude against it — and learned pieces have 
been written to vindicate him from having actually drawn 
the negative conclusion. In the Summa (III, q.27,a.l-2) St 
Thomas is seen resisting the notion that Mary was 
conceived without sin and also that she did not need to be 
redeemed by the merits of Christ. Doubtless he was alive 
to the danger of the latter being seen as a necessary 
implication of the former — it seems that some of 
Aquinas’s contemporaries thought this. How could Mary 



3910 


have been redeemed if she had not sinned? However, in 
the final period of his life, when St. Thomas commented on 
the Angelic Salutation (around 1272 or 1273) he wrote on 
Mary being full of grace. I have read that in some 
manuscripts of this he writes: “For she (the Blessed Virgin) 
was most pure in the matter of fault and incurred neither 
original nor mortal nor venial sin.” But I have read of 
another version which says: “The Blessed Virgin, then, 
received grace in the most perfect degree, because she had 
avoided every sin more than any other Saint after Christ. 
[For sin is either original, and from this she was cleansed in 
the womb, or mortal or venial, and from these she was 
free.]” So there is some textual variance among 
manuscripts. But some manuscripts suggest that St. 
Thomas ended his life holding to the belief in the 
Immaculate Conception. Whatever of St Thomas, the great 
Fransciscan Duns Scotus (d. 1308) a generation later (in III 
Sent., dist. iii, in both commentaries) laid the theological 
foundations of the true doctrine so solidly and dispelled the 
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objections in a manner so satisfactory, that from that time 
onward the doctrine prevailed. He showed that Mary’s 
sanctification after animation — sanctificatio post 
animationem — followed in the order of nature ( naturae ) 
and not of time (temporis). Thus, he taught, the Blessed 
Virgin received from her Divine Son the greatest of 
redemptions through her preservation from all sin. Once 
Aquinas’ concern for the necessity of redemption was met 
by Scotus, not only did the doctrine become the common 
opinion at the universities, but the feast spread widely to 
those countries where it had not been previously adopted. 
With the exception of the Dominicans (following 
Aquinas’s hesitation), all or nearly all, of the religious 
orders took it up. Since the time of Pope Alexander VII’s 
intervention of 8 December 1661, long before the final 
definition of 1854, there was no doubt on the part of 
theologians that Mary’s privilege was among the truths 
revealed by God. Pope Pius IX in 1854 in effect declared 
that the Church has always known, at least implicitly, that 
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this is a revealed truth. That is to say, the controversy 
among the mediaeval theologians, decisively resolved by 
Blessed John Duns Scotus, was ultimately but a theological 
hick-up and temporary impasse. So then, today we 
celebrate the greatest triumph of the Redemption, the most 
splendid work of the Holy Spirit in the soul and life of a 
human person, and the greatest thing about our illustrious 
heavenly Mother. She is the Mother of the Son of God 
made Man (Council of Ephesus) and absolutely sinless 
from the first moment of her conception. 

Mary is the work of the mighty Spirit of God. She is 
our Mother, our heavenly intercessor who is united with 
our High Priest in praying for each of us her children. She, 
all-holy, is the Mother and Model of the whole Church. 
Let us love her, just as her Son loved and loves her. Let us 
entrust ourselves to her heavenly and constant care. God 
wants us to do this, and by her prayers and her example she 
will lead us to love and serve her divine Son. The Least of 
her Immaculate Conception is a great sign to us of the 
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holiness to which we are called, and it is a sign of the 
ultimate holiness we hope that God will effect in us, and 
which will be our final state in eternity. 


Second reflection: (Luke 1:26-38) 

Sin and Holiness As the study of the religions of 
man shows, different religions have different emphases. 
One of the most distinctive features of the Christian 
religion is the awareness of sin and the divine command to 
be holy. Sin is revealed as the source of evil. Christ came 
as the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the 
world, and as St Paul states in one of his letters, “This is 
the will of God, your sanctification.” The Christian 
religion is a religion of the holiness of God and its 
bestowal on us his children. Let us celebrate the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in that 
light. Her sinless state at the instant of her conception 
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illustrates the result of the Redemption brought about by 
her divine Son. The Redemption was all about taking 
away sin and bestowing holiness. Mary is the first and 
foremost Christian and is the perfect embodiment of all 
that the Church aspires to and is called to. Mary is the type 
of all that God calls us to. As the archangel Gabriel 
acknowledged in her presence (Luke 1:26-38), she is the 
all-holy creature of God, holy from the first moment of her 
conception and sinless to the end of her days. 

Let us entrust ourselves to the care of Mary our 
Mother just as the Father entrusted his Son to her care, and 
just as Christ from the Cross entrusted his beloved disciple 
to her care. Let us pray that she, by her prayers and 
example, will help us attain the goal that God has given us: 
holiness and freedom from sin. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12) 

(December 12) Our Lady of Guadalupe (Mexico) The 
feast in honour of Our Lady of Guadalupe goes back to the 
sixteenth century. Chronicles of that period tell us the 
story. A poor Indian named Cuauhtlatohuac was baptized 
and given the name Juan Diego. He was a 57-year-old 
widower and lived in a small village near Mexico City. On 
Saturday morning, December 9, 1531, he was on his way 
to a nearby barrio to attend Mass in honour of Our Lady. 
He was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when he heard 
beautiful music like the warbling of birds. A radiant cloud 
appeared and within it a young Native American maiden 
dressed like an Aztec princess. The lady spoke to him in 
his own language, gave him some roses and sent him to the 
bishop of Mexico, a Franciscan named Juan de Zumarraga. 
The bishop was to build a chapel in the place where the 
lady appeared. When Juan Diego opened his tilma (a type 
of outer garment or cape worn by Aztec men) in the 
bishop’s presence, the roses fell to the ground and the 
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bishop sank to his knees. On Juan Diego’s tilma appeared 
an image of Mary as she had appeared at the hill of 
Tepeyac. It was December 12, 1531. Mary said to Juan 
Diego: “My dearest son, I am the eternal Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the true God, Author of Life, Creator of all and 
Lord of the fleavens and of the Earth...and it is my desire 
that a church be built here in this place for me, where, as 
your most merciful Mother and that of all your people, I 
may show my loving clemency and the compassion that I 
bear to the Indians, and to those who love and seek me...” 
(from an ancient chronicle). Juan Diego is now a 
canonized saint. 

Entrance Antiphon Revelation 12:1 A great sign 
appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars. 

Collect O God, Father of mercies, who placed your 
people under the singular protection of your Son’s most 
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holy Mother, grant that all who invoke the Blessed Virgin 
of Guadalupe, may seek with ever more lively faith the 
progress of peoples in the ways of justice and of peace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 
12:l-6a, lOab; Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and 
said, Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you. Mary was 
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, Do not be 
afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son 
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of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end. How will this 
be, Mary asked the angel, since I am a virgin ? The angel 
answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth 
month. For nothing is impossible with God. I am the 
Lord’s servant, Mary answered. May it be to me as you 
have said. Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mercy Perhaps the first thing we think of when 
thinking of God is his power. This corresponds to what is 
perhaps our first thought about ourselves: our weakness 
and vulnerability. We wish to do things, we wish to work, 
we wish to achieve, but time and again we fail. So we look 
to God for aid and protection in what we have to do. Thus 
is religion born and thus it is sustained. The religious man 
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looks to God as his rock, his stay, his help. Of the many 
mistakes we can make in this regard, one is that we can fail 
to believe that God will answer our prayers, and another is 
misconceiving our real needs. God wants us to present to 
him all our needs, for we are his children. But he 
especially wants us to ask for what he knows and has 
revealed to be our truest needs, and this is what he 
especially wants to give us. We can make peripheral needs 
and even harmful requests the motive of our religious life. 
To begin with and most obviously, God has given us life 
and existence — this is manifestly what he wants us to 
have. This is the first manifestation and gift of God’s 
almighty power: our very existence. I remember a very 
good priest who just before he died said that he was 
grateful to God for the gift of life. This is God’s first gift 
to us, and existence is his first gift to everything else that 
is. Only God can give existence to something, and without 
his sustaining hand, it could not continue to exist. He 
himself receives existence and life from no-one and 
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nothing, and his life and being are necessary and limitless. 
This, then, is the first manifestation of God’s power and the 
first thing which his creatures, especially man who is 
capable of thinking and willing, turn to him for. But his 
purpose in giving us life and being is that we possess not 
merely this perishable life but eternal life with him. He 
wants us to possess eternal and abundant life both now 
during this passing life and forever, and he has revealed to 
us how we can gain this precious gift of eternal life. It is 
by means of union with Jesus Christ. We have a special 
stake in this: we turn to God for abundant and eternal life, 
for we know that we are profoundly subject to life’s 
greatest threat, which is sin. Our life is that of a fallen 
nature, and we repeatedly sin. Let us pause to consider 
this. 


After life and existence, our greatest need is to be 
delivered from sin, whether grave or venial. This is 
because the wages of sin are death. As already said, there 
are two temptations facing us. One is to think that God 
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does not care to answer our prayer or is unable to, and the 
second is to misconceive our real need. We can think that 
some things are critically important while neglecting others 
of far greater importance. The need that we have which is 
of ultimate and maximum importance is the need for 
deliverance from sin and the gaining of holiness of life. 
This is what we need individually and it is what all of 
humanity most needs. But how is this need to be met and 
answered? How could any society or any man deliver the 
world from sin and bestow the gift of a share in the life of 
the all-holy God? It would be utterly impossible — only 
God could do it, and God in his infinite mercy has chosen 
to do it. Nothing is impossible with God , with him who is 
all-merciful — as the Angel said to Mary. This brings us 
to our Gospel passage today (Luke 1:26-38), which 
presents us with the momentous event of the Angel Gabriel 
announcing to the Virgin Mary that God’s plan was that 
she be the mother of his Incarnate Son, the Messiah and 
Saviour of the world. The Incarnation itself is a 
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stupendous act of God’s power, showing that nothing is 
impossible for him. He who is limitless and pure Being is 
able to assume to himself a human nature and become 
thoroughly man, one subject to suffering and death. By 
this means he would achieve the next stupendous act, the 
redemption of the world from sin. All men, St Paul writes, 
are under the power of sin. How could this situation be 
remedied? No-one could possibly know but God — he 
knew, and he did the work, showing that nothing is 
impossible for him. As already said, each of us has a 
supremely pressing need. It is to be delivered from sin by 
receiving the grace of God’s pardon, won for us by Christ’s 
death and resurrection. “Christ loved me,” St Paul writes, 
“and gave himself up for me.” This extraordinary act of 
divine power is applied to each of us at our Baptism, and in 
the Sacraments of the Church of which we are members by 
faith and by Baptism. Nothing is impossible for God. 

On this day when we think of the heavenly visitation 
of our Lady of Guadalupe, we are led to think of the all- 
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powerful mercy of God. God’s almighty power is shown 
in his mercy. God has come to man to deliver him from 
the spiritual death that is sin. Mary was chosen to 
collaborate with him in this work of redemption, and she as 
our mother helps us to receive the immense benefits 
offered to us by God through Christ’s Church. Mary is the 
mother of Mercy. Let us pray to her, asking her to help us 
entrust ourselves to our all-merciful God, to seek from him 
the forgiveness of our sins, and to gain holiness of life. 
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Feast of St Stephen, First Martyr, (December 

26 ) 

(December 26): Saint Stephen, First Martyr (d. 36 A.D.?) 
St. Stephen was a deacon in the early Church and was the 
first Christian martyred for his faith. He was one of the 
seven deacons who helped the apostles (Acts 6:1-6) and 
was “filled with faith and with the Holy Spirit,” and was 
“full of fortitude” (Acts 6:5, 8). Stephen died praying for 
his executioners. The similarities between Stephen’s 
martyrdom and the crucifixion of Our Lord emphasize his 
imitation of Christ even unto the complete gift of self. His 
name is included in the Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon The gates of heaven were opened for 
blessed Stephen, who was found to be first among the 
number of the Martyrs and therefore is crowned triumphant 
in heaven. 
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Collect Grant, Lord, we pray, that we may imitate what 
we worship, and so learn to love even our enemies, for we 
celebrate the heavenly birthday of a man who knew how to 
pray even for his persecutors. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 

6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17-22 

Jesus said, Be on your guard against men; they will 
hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their 
synagogues. On my account you will be brought before 
governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 
Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about 
what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given 
what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of 
your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray 
brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel 
against their parents and have them put to death. All men 
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will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the 
end will be saved. (Matthew 10:17-22) 

The Way of Christ Islam — now commanding 
more adherents than the Catholic Church, though still well 
short of Christianity as a whole — takes some pride in 
what it believes to be Mahomet’s predictions of military 
victories. He predicted, of course, that Islam would prevail 
over all religion: “He it is Who has sent His Messenger 
with guidance and the religion of truth, that He may cause 
it to prevail over all religion. God is enough for a witness” 
(al-Fath, 48.27-8). It is said that once, when Mahomet 
woke up in the house of Umm Haram, the aunt of Anas ibn 
Malik, who served him for ten years in Medina, he 
smilingly said: “I dreamt that my community would be 
waging war in the sea sitting on thrones like kings.” Umm 
Haram asked: Tray that I too may be with them’. He said 
firmly: “You shall be.” (Suyuti, Jami’ al-Saghir, 6.24). 
Again, according to one narration, he declared: “Surely, 
Constantinople (Istanbul) will be conquered (by my 
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community); how blessed the commander who will 
conquer it, and how blessed his army” (Hakim, 4.422; 
Bukhari, Tarikh al-Saghir, 139; I. Hanbal, 4.335). This 
reputed prediction affirmed (for him) the high spiritual 
rank of the future conqueror and the virtuousness of his 
army. Eight centuries later the hope and prediction came 
true. Mahomet (570-632) himself took to arms, conquered 
Mecca and Arabia generally, and united the tribes of 
Arabia into a single Muslim religious polity. Following his 
death, the Muslim armies in the space of a hundred years 
were able to establish the largest pre-modern empire until 
that time. The estimates for the size of the Islamic 
Caliphate suggest it was more than thirteen million square 
kilometres, making it larger than all current states except 
the previous Russian Federation. I think it could be said 
that the Muslim view of this military phenomenon is that it 
manifested the divine approval: God had vindicated the 
Prophet by the success of his own armies and those of his 
followers and successors. The first century of the Islamic 
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whirlwind constitutes for Islam a kind of historical icon to 
which succeeding generations refer in their view of the 
present and the future. That obvious success showed its 
obvious truth, as well as its obvious divine origin and 
continuing sanction. 

But ah! how different was the way and the view of 
Jesus Christ! I mention the career of Mahomet for no other 
reason than to set forth the distinctive way of Jesus Christ, 
and of what he taught must be the way of his followers. 
Christ commanded no armies, carried no sword, enlisted no 
horsemen. When Simon Peter drew his weapon in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and severed the ear of Malchus, 
Christ ordered him to stop — and he proceeded to restore 
the ear. Christ promised that his disciples would be hated 
and hauled before governors and kings. They would be 
flogged: “they will hand you over to the local councils and 
flog you in their synagogues. On my account you will be 
brought before governors and kings”. That was the 
prediction, and the prediction came true. Within a hundred 
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years there were no military victories, only persecution — 
and it had begun in earnest. The Empire had started to 
notice the Christians, and what it saw it did not like at all. 
In fact, it hated them. The iconic event to which these 
early generations of Christians looked — let alone all 
generations of all times — was what had happened to Jesus 
Christ himself. Christ did not die in his bed at the end of a 
“successful” life, but was rejected by those who mattered, 
and died by crucifixion. He set the pattern, and warned his 
disciples that discipleship meant following in his footsteps. 
It is symbolized in the martyrdom of St Stephen. The path 
to “glory” and to dominion was through suffering in 
obedience to the divine will and in imitation of him. They 
were to witness to him amid suffering and rejection, 
relying on the divine aid that would be given them. This 
divine aid would not be in armies: they did not “trust in 
chariots”. Christ had said to Pontius Pilate that if his 
kingdom were of this world, his soldiers would be fighting 
to save him from the hands of his enemies. His kingdom 
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was not a worldly one. His dominion was aimed at the 
proclamation of the truth: for this was I born, he told the 
Roman procurator, to bear witness to the truth. That is the 
weapon which Christ bid his disciples wield. “At that time 
you will be given what to say, for it will not be you 
speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 
you.” With this weapon, the victory would finally come. 

Every Christian should understand that in taking his 
part with Jesus Christ he receives not only the blessing of 
his transforming and grace-filled friendship, a friendship 
that will sanctify him, but a share in his mission. That 
mission is to bear witness to the Person and mission of 
Jesus Christ to all the nations. The Christian in the world 
has a mission to the world around him, and that is to make 
disciples of those who are part and parcel of his life. This 
he does by bearing witness to the truth of Jesus Christ, 
aided by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us every day 
engage with this task, then, knowing that it will most 
assuredly have the victory. Let us make sure we are on the 
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winning side — and that is the side of Jesus Christ, Lord of 
lords, King of kings. 


Second reflection: (Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59) 

Stephen With Christmas Day now behind us and a 
couple of weeks of Christmastide ahead of us, we celebrate 
the coming of the Redeemer. He came to us with a mission 
to redeem the world. Can any other mission in human 
history be compared with it? He fulfilled his mission by his 
obedience to his heavenly Father, lived out during his life 
and especially during his Passion and Death. During these 
days we think of him newly-born and at the beginning of 
his earthly mission, and we realize with gratitude that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit we are in him, just as he is in 
the Father and the Father is in him. Being in him, we are 
called to participate in his mission. In celebrating his 
coming among us as man we also celebrate our union with 
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him in the mission that was before him. Just as the Father 
sent him, so he sends us. We are reminded of this by the 
martyrdom of St Stephen which we celebrate today (Acts 
6:8-10, 7:54-59). St Stephen bore witness to Jesus by his 
blood, and we are likewise called to bear witness to Jesus 
in our daily lives whatever be the cost. We do this by our 
example, by our dedication to others in our work, and by 
our words. We are assured by Our Lord in today’s Gospel 
(Matthew 10:17-22) for the feast of St Stephen that the 
Spirit of both Jesus and the Father will give us words when 
the time comes for witness in the midst of difficulty. This 
may be in our family, in our workplace, in our parish, or 
whatever. 

Let us then, on this feast of the first martyr, resolve to 
welcome the coming of Christ among us as man with a 
firm resolve to be one with him in his mission. That 
mission is one of bearing witness to the truth about him 
before others, no matter what may be the cost in our daily 
lives. 
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Feast of St John the Evangelist (December 27) 

(December 27) Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist Bom 
in Bethsaida, a fisherman, he was called to follow Jesus 
while mending his nets. Known as the “beloved disciple,” 
John is seen as the author of the fourth Gospel, three 
Epistles, and the Book of Revelation. His passages on the 
pre-existence of the Word, who by his Incarnation became 
the light of the world and life of our souls, are among the 
finest of the New Testament. He is the evangelist of 
Christ’s divinity and fraternal love. With James, his 
brother, and Simon Peter, he was present at the Lord’s 
Transfiguration. At the Last Supper, he leans on the 
Master’s breast. At the foot of the cross, Jesus entrusts his 
mother to his care. John’s pure life kept him very close to 
Jesus and Mary. John was exiled to the island of Patmos 
under Emperor Domitian. 

Entrance Antiphon This is John, who reclined on the 
Lord’s breast at supper, the blessed Apostle, to whom 
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celestial secrets were revealed and who spread the words of 
life through all the world. 

Or: 

Cf. Sir 15:5 In the midst of the Church he opened his 
mouth, and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding and clothed him in a robe of glory. 

Collect O God, who through the blessed Apostle John 
have unlocked for us the secrets of your Word, grant, we 
pray, that we may grasp with proper understanding what he 
has so marvelously brought to our ears. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11- 

12 ; 

John 20:1a and 2-8 
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Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene came running to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where 
they have put him! So Peter and the other disciple started 
for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 
Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went 
into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as 
well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus ’ head. 
The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 
Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went inside. He saw and believed. (John 20:1a and 2- 
8 ) 


John the Apostle Ephesus is one of the great 
tourist sites in Turkey, and for the Christian it contains 
three special sites: the ruins of the basilica of St John and 
of the basilica of Mary the Virgin, and the House of Mary. 
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The remains of the basilica of St John indicate a most 
impressive structure. During nearly a millennium 
following the reign of Eastern Roman Emperor Justinian I 
(who restored and rebuilt the early church to 
magnificence), this basilica was held in high honour. 
Within the present ruins, pride of place is occupied by the 
cordoned section displaying the reputed tomb of St John, 
marked by a large stone slab. Its modest aspect provides a 
sad contrast with the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul 
- which are the foundations of two of the greatest basilicas 
and centres of worship in Rome. St John’s tomb (and St 
Philip the Apostle’s also, in ancient Hierapolis in Denizli, 
Turkey) is in the midst of an archaeological ruin. As the 
pilgrim stands before the stone, he thinks of the great 
Apostle, author of the Fourth Gospel, the author of the 
Letters of St John and of Revelation, the last book of the 
New Testament. John was “the beloved disciple” who 
leant on the breast of Christ at the Last Supper, without 
hesitation asked him who his betrayer was, and who 
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features in our Gospel today as running with all his might 
to the now empty tomb. Till the end of the world St John 
will be venerated by all the followers of Jesus Christ, until 
he comes again in glory. St Paul refers to him as one of the 
three “pillars,” and doubtless he was regarded as such all 
his life. Simon was the appointed “Rock” — Cephas, or 
Peter — and John (with his brother James) was a pillar. 
But his most powerful influence came from his inspired 
writings. The three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and 
Luke) introduce him as among the first four called by Jesus 
Christ to share in his mission, and this occurred at the 
commencement of Christ’s ministry. John’s own Gospel 
provides the further information that this was not, in fact, 
their first meeting, fie had met Christ where John the 
Baptist was baptizing, and as a result of the testimony of 
the Baptist. It was there that he became a firm disciple and 
fully accepted that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Consider this John! fie came out of nowhere, as it 
were. Presumably he was born and raised where we find 
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him working at the time of his formal call: by the Sea of 
Galilee in the vicinity of Capernaum (Matthew 5:13-18). 
His father had his business as a fisherman, and John with 
his brother was raised with that trade, just as Christ was 
raised with the trade of carpenter-builder. But of course, 
John was a no-body. Some claim that he and James were 
related to Jesus (their mothers, Salome and Mary, possibly 
being relatives), and that they, John and James, were of 
priestly descent. More to our point, in the wondrous 
providence of God they were contemporaries of the 
Messiah and came to know him personally. By the grace 
of God they quickly perceived his true status and gave their 
hearts and minds to him. What would they have been were 
it not for their entry into the friendship and service of Jesus 
of Nazareth? They would have been utterly unknown to 
the annals of history — not occupying the smallest 
footnote. We know of John because of Jesus Christ. More 
important than our knowing of him, Christ was the making 
of him. John became a very great saint, one of the twelve 



3940 


foundation stones of the Church, precisely because of 
Christ. Christ’s friendship defined him, and this friendship 
was Christ’s gift. He became “the beloved disciple,” 
beloved of Jesus Christ and the object of his gifts of grace. 
Emblematic of all this was Christ’s last gift to his beloved 
disciple, the gift of his own mother during the agony of his 
dying moments. “When Jesus saw his mother, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his 
mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’ Then he said to the 
disciple, ‘Behold your mother!’ And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home” (John 19:26-27). It was 
Christ’s parting gift from his death-bed on the Cross. John 
had come out of no-where to be the object of the special 
love of Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords, through whom all 
things were made. Each of us can say the same thing. We 
have come out of no-where to be the object of the special 
love of Jesus Christ, and this is all that we need for the 
fullest meaning in life that is possible. All is worthwhile if 
we have this treasure. 
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In our Gospel today we see how supreme was the love 
of Christ in the heart of John. “So Peter and the other 
disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but 
did not go in” (John 20:1a and 2-8). St Paul would write, 
“Christ loved me, and gave himself up for me!” These 
were the sentiments of John the Apostle, too. It is of God’s 
love that John writes in his First Letter: “God is love” (1 
John 4:8). Let us learn from the life, the vocation and the 
mission of John the Apostle that Christ is our life, and that 
in him we possess everything. 


Second reflection: (John 20: la and 2-8) 

Divine Love During the couple of weeks of the 
season of Christmas let us reflect simply and profoundly on 
what God did to show his love for us: he became man. He 
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who is all light and all life became one of us. God made 
himself visible, becoming man. Through his grace and his 
truth he enables us to become children of God. To think 
that this actually happened as an historical fact is 
something absolutely stupendous. What could possibly 
compare with it in the annals of history? We ought strive 
to realize the magnitude of its significance. Its significance 
is that we are left in no possible doubt as to the love that 
God has for us his sinful children. The danger is that 
thoughts such as these can be considered as merely general 
thoughts without a personal and individual application. In 
one of his letters St Paul writes that “Christ loved me, and 
delivered himself up for me.” St Paul applied the entire 
Christian revelation to his own life: all this happened for 
me, he knew. That is what drove him. God did all this for 
me, and equally for every other person. We ought strive to 
gain a similar realization. Today’s feast of St John the 
Evangelist can help us in this because St John is constantly 
described in the fourth Gospel as “the disciple Jesus 
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loved.” Jesus loves each one of us too, with a personal and 
individual love. Each of us is called to be a disciple of 
Jesus, and to each of us can be applied the words, “the 
disciple Jesus loves” with all the particularity that stems 
from the personal vocation God has given us from before 
the foundation of the world. 

Today let us reflect on how much Jesus loves not only 
all mankind, but me, me in particular. He became man for 
me. He suffered and died and rose again for me. Let us 
think of the love St John had for Jesus springing from his 
awareness of how much Jesus loved him. He was 
conscious of being “the disciple Jesus loved.” St Paul had 
the same realization: Christ loved him and died for him. It 
is the realization of every convinced Christian. Let us pray 
for the grace of a similar realization, a realization to be 
brought to all those around us in our daily life. 
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Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
(December 28) 

(December 28) Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs The 
Church celebrates the memory of the infants whom Herod 
put to death in his attempt to kill Jesus. These innocent 
victims thus bear witness to Christ to a world unwilling to 
receive him. 

Entrance Antiphon The innocents were slaughtered as 
infants for Christ; spotless, they follow the Lamb and sing 
for ever: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Collect O God, whom the Holy Innocents confessed and 
proclaimed on this day, not by speaking but by dying, 
grant, we pray, that the faith in you which we confess with 
our lips may also speak through our manner of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : 1 John l:5-2:2; Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd- 
8; Matthew 2:13-18 

When the Wise Men had gone, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream. Get up, he said, take the 
child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until 
I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him. So he got up, took the child and his mother during the 
night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of 
Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: Out of Egypt I called my son. When 
Herod realised that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he 
was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi. Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah 
was fulfilled: A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and 
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and 
refusing to be comforted, because they are no more. 
(Matthew 2:13-18) 
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The Child My impression is that it is something 
of a fashion to deny the historicity of St Matthew’s 
narration of the slaughter by Herod of the Innocents of 
Bethlehem. Michael Grant, in his Herod the Great (1971) 
claims that the story is myth. This is the favoured position 
of many recent biographers of Herod — although there are 
others who accept the story (such as Perowne, Finigan, 
Schalit and France). In the December 2008 issue of 
National Geographic there was an article on the 
excavations at the Herodian — the final burial place of 
Herod the Great, a site not all that far from Bethlehem. In 
the article (“King Herod Revealed” by Tom Mueller) the 
author writes, “an astute and generous ruler, a brilliant 
general, and one of the most imaginative and energetic 
builders of the ancient world, Herod guided his kingdom to 
new prosperity and power. Yet today he is best known as 
the sly and murderous monarch of Matthew’s Gospel.” In 
respect to St Matthew’s Infancy passages, Mueller 
immediately has this to say: “Herod is almost certainly 
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innocent of this crime, of which there is no report apart 
from Matthew’s account.” But curiously in the very next 
sentence, he observes of Herod that “children he certainly 
slew, including three of his own sons, along with his wife, 
his mother-in-law, and numerous other members of his 
court. Throughout his life, he blended creativity and 
cruelty, harmony and chaos, in ways that challenge the 
modern imagination.” Mueller’s dismissal of the 
Bethlehem slaughter seems to be based solely on the lack 
of confirmation from other sources, whereas his own 
portrayal of Herod’s career shows it to have been entirely 
in character, and very likely. Josephus does not record the 
slaughter of the Innocents, for he was writing nearly a 
century later, and may scarcely have heard of the quiet 
slaying of perhaps as few as up to ten infants. There could 
not have been many. Josephus does, however, record a 
number of ruthless murders by Herod in order to keep his 
throne secure. There is no need here to go into the sordid 
details — suffice it to say that the slaughter of the 
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Innocents was clearly one of the last of a notorious pattern 
in the “great” Herod’s blood-stained and cunning career. 

It seems that the first non-biblical historical reference 
to the town of Bethlehem appears in the Amarna Letters (c. 
1400 BC) from the local governor in Palestine to his 
overlord, the Pharaoh of Egypt. It is first mentioned in the 
Bible as the place where Rachel died (an event that would 
have predated the Amarna Letters ) and where she was 
buried “by the wayside” (Genesis 48:7). According to the 
Book of Ruth, it is where Ruth and Naomi settled — and 
where Ruth married and became the ancestor of King 
David. Bethlehem is the birthplace of David. So 
Bethlehem had a long and profound religious aura in the 
religious culture of God’s chosen people, and it was there 
that our incident of today’s Gospel occurred (Matthew 
2:13-18). A thousand years earlier, the scene had been 
visited by Samuel, the prophet and judge. There he was 
guided by God to anoint David, the ancestor of the 
Messiah. With that, the Spirit of God came upon David (1 
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Samuel 16:12-13). It was a pivotal event in the history of 
God’s people, and it happened in the quiet backwater of 
Bethlehem. I mention all this as an introduction to the 
account provided us by the Spirit of God inspiring the 
Apostle Matthew to tell us the story. A birth of cosmic 
proportions took place there, and few knew of it: God 
became man in a quiet comer of Bethlehem. Some were 
told of it — and by heaven. There were the Bethlehem 
shepherds. There also arrived some visitors from the East 
inquiring where the King was to be born. They were 
following his star. Naively they inquired in the City where 
Herod happened to be, and word got around, indeed to the 
anxious and ever-wily Herod himself. He hatched his plan 
to protect his dynasty and sent the Easterners on their way. 
But God sees all, and though he does not intervene to 
prevent the effects of all sin, at times he will so as to 
achieve his plans for the salvation of the world. Herod 
woke up to the situation: the Magi from the East were not 
coming back to him, so he acted. His men arrived, did 
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their dirty work quietly and left, thinking that all was well. 
But the Messiah had been spirited away in the nick of time 
due to the intervention of God’s Angel. The holy trio were 
on their way. 

How beautiful the scene! There they move ahead, 
immersed in God with their outline against the moon. 
Egypt is ahead of them. All is quiet and in the hands of 
God. The day will come when the Child, the Son of the 
Most High, will allow himself to be placed in the hands of 
his enemies — of which Herod is an emblem and 
forerunner. God has his plan. Now is not the hour. But 
the hour, his hour, will indeed come. The days will pass, 
as will the months and the years, and the mother will be 
standing before her Son as he dies his terrible death. It will 
be the holocaust of the Ages, the Sacrifice that will take 
away the sin of the world. God has his time. Let us entrust 
ourselves to the care of God our Father, and resolve to live 
in union with his divine Son our Lord, appealing to Mary 
and to Joseph for their powerful prayers. Let us place 
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ourselves in the company of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and 
never allow ourselves to be separated from them! 

Second reflection: (Matthew 2:13-18) 

Martyrdom This feast day of the Innocents offers 
much food for reflection. Here we have an event in 
Scripture in which many infants who did not know Christ 
themselves, and who did not know the significance of what 
was happening to them, were suddenly put to death by an 
authority who hated Christ. Their lives constituted a brief 
flicker in an unnoticed village, extinguished by a sinful 
hand (Matthew 2:13-18). One might think it was an 
accident of history that snuffed them out. Yet their deaths 
had a place in the plan of God, and are interpreted and 
celebrated by the Church as a martyrdom: unknowingly 
and innocently they bore witness to God’s will and to 
Christ. Because of their connection with Christ, their 
seemingly inconsequential lives and deaths as well as the 
sufferings visited upon their families had a place in the 
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salvation of the world. This clearly implies that, by our 
connection with Christ (whether this connection is evident 
or not), our life, our sufferings and our death gain a 
heavenly value. The bedrock elements in the case of the 
Holy Innocents were the following. Their brief lives and 
their deaths passed in the hand of God, and for his part he 
allowed for this to happen. Mysteriously, their deaths 
therefore contributed towards the fulfilment of his saving 
will and providence. God’s will transformed the 
significance of their brief lives and gave to them the 
grandeur of bearing witness to the One because of whom 
they died. An obvious lesson is that it is the divine will 
which is all-important in our lives, and if God’s will is 
done, all will be well. Even if, like the Innocents, we are 
crushed in the process, our lives will have gained the 
grandeur and significance intended by God. 

Let us, then, reflect on the significance for our lives of 
the saving will of God. If things happen to us that are 
intended by their perpetrators to cause us harm, and which 
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we have been unable to prevent, then let us remember that 
God has permitted it to happen. If he has permitted it, let 
us accept it out of love for him and obedience to his plan. 
He has his plan, a plan that embraces the salvation of the 
world. The sufferings that he permits in our case will have 
their place in the world’s salvation, because by those 
sufferings we will mysteriously share in the sufferings and 
martyrdom of Christ, as did the Holy Innocents. How? 
We do not know, but our feast today teaches us the fact of 
it. 
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Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph (Sunday after Christmas) 

The Holy Family “The home of Nazareth is the school 
where we begin to understand the life of Jesus — the 
school of the Gospel. First, then, a lesson of silence. May 
esteem for silence, that admirable and indispensable 
condition of mind, revive in us. It is also a lesson on 
family life. May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its 
communion of love, its austere and simple beauty, and its 
sacred and inviolable character. It is a lesson on work. 
Nazareth, home of the Carpenter’s Son, in you I would 
choose to understand and proclaim the severe and 
redeeming law of human work.” (— Blessed Paul VI 
speaking at Nazareth, January 5, 1964) 

The Holy Family models for us what family life should 
exemplify. It is a school of virtue for both parents and 
children. There we find God, and learn how to connect 
with God and with others. The family is where love is 
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freely given without self-interest. It is where we learn to 
love, to pray and to practice the gift of charity. Pope St 
John Paul II has said, “The family, more than any other 
human reality, is the place in which the person is loved for 
himself and in which he learns to live the sincere gift of 
self’ (Nov. 27, 2002). 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 2: 16 The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a 
manger. 

Collect O God, who were pleased to give us the shining 
example of the Holy Family, graciously grant that we may 
imitate them in practising the virtues of family life and in 
the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Colossians 3:12-21; Psalm 128:1-5; 
Luke 2:22-40 

When the time of their purification according to the 
Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took 
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written 
in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 
consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in 
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of 
doves or two young pigeons. ” Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 
for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, 
as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
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have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel. ” The child’s father and mother marvelled at what 
was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too. ” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and 
then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 
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filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
(Luke 2:22-40) 

The Family and Suffering Man is a social 

being — he lives with others and observes their situation. 
He is able also to reflect on himself and his own situation. 
He is able to compare one thing with another, including his 
own situation with that of someone else. He can notice 
how, on the face of it, someone else is more endowed and 
blessed by fortune than he. He can even be envious — 
indeed he can be depressed and angry that someone else 
seems to be better off. He can be envious of another who 
has greater intellectual gifts than he, or better social skills, 
or better health or greater wealth and more material 
possessions, or far fewer difficulties. Envy can also exist 
in marriages and families. A spouse can become envious 
of another who has a much better husband or a much better 
wife. A parent can be envious of others for the better 
children they have, and for the better course in life their 
children are taking. I mention this not to take up the matter 



3959 


of envy, but only as an introduction to the inevitable issue 
of difficulty in life, and in particular, difficulty in married 
life. While the sin of envy can be the response to 
difficulty, there will be difficulty, whether or not there is 
sin accompanying it. The world is vast and complex. The 
forces making it up can press down on an individual and on 
a family; they can push, press and shove that individual or 
family. This need not be due to the sin of the sufferer, nor 
need it lead to sin on his or her part. Difficulty and 
suffering — specifically in the family! Let us be reminded 
of this by the Gospel scene of today in which the all-holy 
Mary, wife and mother, hears the words of Simeon, that “a 
sword will pierce your own soul too” (Luke 2:36-40). It is 
a harbinger of the future. Let our thoughts pass on to a 
further incident in the Infancy Narrative, when Mary and 
Joseph find the boy Jesus in the Temple. There had been 
three days of a tormented search for him. Mary says to her 
divine Son: “Son, why have you thus acted towards us? 
Your father and I have sought you in great torment” (Luke 
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2:48). There was no sin in Mary, no sin in Joseph, and of 
course, there could never be any sin in the boy Jesus, Son 
of God made man. Still, his action — all good and all 
wise, and according to the Father’s will — caused great 
difficulty to his parents. I am sure it was foreseen by the 
Boy himself, for even humanly he was of surpassing 
intelligence. So it would have caused him distress too — 
but it was the will of his Father that he act thus. There we 
have difficulty in family life entirely free from any trace of 
sin. Difficulty in family life is everywhere. 

Let us dwell on the grand vocation of marriage and 
family life, and with it the inevitable presence of difficulty 
and suffering. We have in history a family that is a 
universal model because it was a family of extraordinary, 
unparalleled and wondrous holiness. At the same time it 
was a family of entirely ordinary circumstances, including 
the circumstance of obscurity. But it too had its 
difficulties. The birth of the Redeemer into this family was 
marked by difficulties. It was shrouded in poverty. There 
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was also the solemn warning of Simeon to Mary that the 
Child would be persecuted, and that a sword would be 
driven through her soul. A little while later there was a 
sudden and life-threatening persecution — the Magi 
departed, and the henchmen of Herod were on their way. 
They would have got hold of the Child had it not been for 
the Angel’s warning. It meant that Mary and Joseph, with 
the Child, had to be up and on their way by night to a 
different country, no less. Then there was the incident 
mentioned above. It involved three days of severe distress 
for Mary and Joseph, crowned by her plaintive question: 
“Son, why have you thus acted towards us?” Why had he 
acted thus? She immediately learnt that he acted thus 
because it was the will of his heavenly Father. But there 
was no explanation of why God chose thus to direct his 
divine Son. This is instructive indeed. So many things 
happen in the life of an individual and a family which are 
mysteriously permitted by God without any divine 
explanation of why it was allowed, why it was necessary, 



3962 


why he had acted thus. A girl is raised in a happy family 
on a remote farm. She is an excellent young girl, religious, 
and with all the dispositions needed to become a fine 
mother and wife, serving God in that vocation all her days. 
She meets a young man, marries, moves to the metropolis, 
and then there begins a marriage full of burden and sorrow 
for her. He is a complete disappointment by anyone else’s 
reckoning, but she remains faithful to him right to the end. 
Her friends and relatives pity her bad luck and admire her 
undaunted spirit. Why did God allow this to happen? 
Does she envy her sisters and brothers for their families, 
their spouses? Does she get disappointed or angry with 
God himself? No, indeed. She does not understand why 
this happened or was allowed, but she accepts the 
providence of God. Her life is obscure and glorious, and 
suffering has been the making of her. Her life of difficulty 
is grand, not tragic. 

Let us today think of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, the model family of all time. This family is, 
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and should be the source of inspiration for every family 
and the object of every family’s contemplation. Let us 
contemplate this family in respect to family difficulties. 
God fulfils his providential plan in the midst of difficulty 
and suffering — and the life and mission of the Redeemer 
shows this. Let us, then, remain united to God by 
remaining united to Jesus, Mary and Joseph all the days of 
our life, especially in the midst of the inevitable difficulties 
and sufferings. They will be the making of us, if we 
submit ourselves to the will of God. 


Second reflection: (Luke 2:36-40) 

Anna Today, the feast of the Holy Family, our 
Gospel scene includes the inspiring and inspired figure of 
Anna the prophetess. Together with Simeon she was a 
magnificent example of the holiness attainable under the 
Old Testament. Her life was completely centred on God 
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and on his presence in the Temple which she never left, 
night or day. So here we have a group of people of signal 
holiness at the end of the period of the Old Testament and 
the beginning of the New: Simeon and Anna on the one 
hand, and the Holy Family on the other, Mary and Joseph, 
with the Christ-child in their midst as the object of the 
attention of all. Let us in our mind’s eye contemplate An na 
giving utterance to her inspired praise and testimony about 
the Messiah who has come. In this she gives us a 
wonderful example. Our passage tells us that Anna went 
on to speak of the child to all who looked forward to the 
deliverance of Jerusalem (Luke 2:36-40). Undoubtedly 
many of those who looked forward to this deliverance had 
dim, confused and mistaken notions of what this 
deliverance would involve. After all, John the Baptist 
himself was puzzled years later by what he heard Our Lord 
was actually doing. But these holy people waited on God 
and their lives were oriented towards the salvation they 
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knew was coming, while not knowing clearly its precise 
shape and nature. 

We do know, though. We have not only the inspired 
New Testament Scriptures, but the Tradition and teaching 
of the Church. We know, like Anna and Simeon, who the 
long-awaited Messiah is, and we also know what the plan 
of salvation is which he effected. Let us then, with the 
spirit of Anna and with the help and prayers of Mary and 
Joseph, embrace Christ and his plan for our salvation and 
sanctification. Let us fully cooperate with this plan day by 
day. Many kings and prophets, Our Lord once said to his 
disciples, had longed to see what you see and never saw it. 
Let us surrender ourselves daily to Christ and his will for 
us, and speak of him to others just as Anna did when she 
saw and recognized him. 
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Day of the Nation 
(eg., Australia Day January 26) 

(January 26) On Australia Day the citizens come together 
as a nation to celebrate the nation, the culture and in 
general, being Australian. It is the day to reflect on what 
has been achieved and the blessings that are the source of 
gratitude and national pride. It is the day for all to 
re-commit themselves to making Australia an even better 
place for the future - and to make amends to, compensate 
and rehabilitate its first indigenous inhabitants. Australia 
Day, 26 January, is the anniversary of the arrival of the 
First Fleet of 11 convict ships from Great Britain, and the 
raising of the Union Jack at Sydney Cove by its 
commander Captain Arthur Phillip, in 1788. Though 26 
January marks this specific event, Australia Day 
celebrations reflect contemporary Australia: its diverse 
society and landscape, its remarkable achievements and its 
future. It is an opportunity to reflect on the nation’s 
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history, and to consider how Australia can be made a better 
place in future. 

Entrance Antiphon I will praise you, Lord, among the 
peoples, among the nations sing psalms to you, for your 
mercy reaches to the heavens, and your truth to the skies. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that as the Cross 
shines in our southern skies, so may Christ being light to 
our nation, to its peoples old and new, and by saving grace, 
transform our lives. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 32:15-18; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

or Romans 12:9-13; Matthew 5:1-12 

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
and he began to teach them, saying: Blessed are the poor 
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in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. (Matthew 5:1-12) 

The Nation There is, in numerous countries, a day 
set aside to celebrate the fact of the nation. It is often a 
Day whose date is connected with the nation’s origins and 
so is similar to a birthday. It is thus a day when the nation 
thinks of the benefits and blessings that its citizenry have 
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enjoyed. They think of the distinctive qualities and 
strengths of the nation, its various resources, its history and 
achievements — all the good things associated with it that 
call for celebrations. The national day serves to deepen the 
distinctive culture and cohesion of the people, and it is a 
day when new citizens can strengthen their own 
identification with their new home. It is a very good thing 
that there is a national day when the citizens of a country 
can express and deepen their love for the fatherland. The 
fourth of the Ten Commandments, and therefore the first of 
the seven Commandments that govern our relationships 
with our fellow-man, is that we honour our father and our 
mother. This ought to be interpreted broadly to include all 
those from whom we have drawn life. This includes our 
physical parents, of course. It includes, too, our God-given 
pastors. It also includes our fatherland. That we render 
due honour to these our “parents” is a law of our very 
nature which the natural reason confirms. God has exalted 
this natural law to the level of making it one of the Ten 
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Commandments revealed to Moses and confirmed by Jesus 
Christ. On a birthday, a person may take stock not only of 
his origins but of where he is heading and what his mission 
in life could well be, and ought to be. We remember that 
when the Angel Gabriel announced to Zechariah the 
coming birth of John the Baptist, he revealed what would 
be the mission of the child. It was the same at the 
annunciation by the Angel to Mary of the birth of the 
Messiah. His “birthday” was inextricably connected with 
his mission. If he acts, a free agent will have goals. The 
question is, what are those goals and has he reflected on 
them? The real question is, not what goals a person or 
institution or country wishes to have, but what goals ought 
he have? Ultimately, this is to ask what goals does God 
want him to have. So too with a free nation. The 
celebration of a national day is an appropriate day on 
which to reflect on a nation’s mission. 

The only sure way we shall know our ultimate 
mission in life, including the ultimate mission of a nation, 
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is if it has in some way been revealed to us from above. In 
the seventh chapter of the Book of Daniel, “all peoples, 
tribes and tongues” are mentioned. The prophet beheld “in 
the vision of the night, and lo, one like a son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and he came to the Ancient of 
days, and they presented him before him. And he gave him 
power, and glory, and a kingdom, and all peoples, tribes 
and tongues shall serve him. His power is an everlasting 
power that shall not be taken away, and his kingdom that 
shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14). This son of man 
foretold by the prophet is Jesus Christ. During his trial, 
when put on oath by the High Priest, Christ told him that 
he was “the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One,” and that 
“you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven” (Mark 
14:61-62). Risen from the dead, he told his disciples that 
“All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son 
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and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:18-19). The ultimate 
goal of history is that all men and all nations be part of the 
kingdom of the “son of man” of Daniel, which is to say, 
subject to the universal kingship and authority of Jesus 
Christ. This is the case for both individuals and nations. 
When we think of the mission, the goal of a nation — to a 
point such a goal can be set by its people and government. 
But its ultimate goal has been revealed by God, and that is 
to recognize, accept and live by the universal lordship of 
Jesus Christ. This is not a sovereignty which is imposed 
during the course of history: it must be freely recognized 
and chosen. Further, those who do recognize and freely 
choose for Christ as Lord must respect those who do not. 
But at the end he will come again as the Judge, and then his 
kingdom will have no end. It is an act of charity for the 
Christians of a nation, and it is the mission of the Church, 
to work and to strive so that all will come to recognize 
Jesus as Lord. 
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In our Gospel today we have before us Christ’s 
Beatitudes, which is the summary in maxim form of his 
Way. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and the 
Beatitudes express his life and the way he wishes all to 
live. Let us work and pray that our nation will come to 
know, love and serve Jesus Christ as the One whom God 
has sent as Saviour, Teacher and Lord of the world. Let us 
pray and work that our nation will shape its life at every 
level in accord with this recognition. Christ came that we 
might have life and have it in abundance. He is the true 
life of our nation. 
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Day of the Fallen in Battle 
(Anzac Day in Australia, April 25) 

(April 25) ANZAC Day is a national day of remembrance 
in Australia and New Zealand, and is commemorated by 
both countries on 25 April every year to honour members 
of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) 
who fought at Gallipoli in Turkey during World War I. It 
now more broadly commemorates all those who died and 
served in military operations for their countries in all wars. 
Anzac Day is also observed in the Cook Islands, Niue, 
Samoa and Tonga. 

Entrance Antiphon Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord Let them rest from their labours, for their good deeds 
go with them. 

Collect Almighty everlasting God, who sent your Son to 
die that we might live, grant, we pray, eternal rest, to those 
who gave themselves in service and sacrifice for their 
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country. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Possible Scripture today : Wisdom 3:1-9; 1 Corinthians 

1:18-25; John 12:23-28 

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just 
a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. 
Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in 
this world will preserve it for eternal life. Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my 
servant be. The Father will honour whoever serves me. “I 
am troubled now. Yet what should I say? ‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? But it was for this purpose that I came to 
this hour. Father, glorify your name. ” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again. ” 
(John 12:23-28) 
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In Christ Of course, one of the greatest things that 
inevitably happens to every person is that he will die. 
Death cannot be taken casually. There are many things 
that just “happen” to occur in a person’s day, but if on 
some particular day he “happens” to die — then something 
of enormous significance has occurred. John Henry 
Newman, the light of the Oxford Movement of the 1830s, 
had a young sister, Mary. In 1828, apparently in perfect 
health one noon, Mary Newman by the next noon was 
gone. For the rest of his more than sixty years after the 
event, Newman felt the great loss. Death can come 
suddenly, or gradually, or it can be made to occur. But 
whenever or however it comes, it is an event of enormous 
significance, for it involves the definitive loss of man’s 
precious possession of life. There is this further thing 
about death, that it can be noble or ignoble. Years back 
there was a priest of the Archdiocese of Sydney who, 
together with some other adults, took some boys on an 
excursion to one of the Sydney beaches. Despite all the 
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supervision, a boy got into difficulties in the water and the 
priest immediately plunged into the sea to rescue him. The 
priest was drowned in the endeavour — his death was a 
noble one, as had been his life. At the end of the Second 
World War, with the Russians closing in on Berlin, Hitler 
was bunkered below ground. To avoid the consequences 
of his deeds, he shot himself. His death was an ignoble 
one, as had been his life. As a matter of fact, a person’s 
death can be the greatest of his deeds, or the worst of them. 
The pre-eminent example of the former is the death of 
Jesus Christ. He bore witness before the rulers to his 
Person and teaching, and willingly endured the 
consequences in atonement for the sins of the world. This 
was not only the most signal of his heroic deeds, but the 
most fruitful, for by his sacrifice of himself, he redeemed 
the world. His death shows how great a thing death may 
be. Judas his betrayer showed how miserable a death may 
be. Filled with despair at what he had done, he hanged 
himself. Death must come. It can be noble or ignoble. 
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While it can be a degraded and scarcely-lamented event, by 
contrast it can be of the greatest import and of splendid 
beauty in an ultimate sense. The death of a person — 
which is to say, how and for what reason he dies — can be 
his or her greatest achievement. 

There is a very real sense in which the ultimate 
question facing every person is, how am I going to die? It 
is imperative that I die well, and not badly. It is my last 
act, and the Church teaches that our eternity will depend on 
how we die. Right up to that moment we have the 
opportunity and the option of changing for the better. To 
that point we can always do something that is better than 
what we have done before. We may waste this chance, but 
it is before us. But our last act, the act that offers no 
further such opportunity, is the moment of death. Death 
may come upon us suddenly, taking us from the scene 
unawares, but if at that point our disposition is a noble one, 
then our last act has been worthy. We have died well, even 
if it is only God who sees it. Of course, the way to ensure 
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that we die well is to live well — and this means living for 
what is right and serving others according to the moral law. 
It means living unselfishly. This is in part what our Lord 
means when he declares in our Gospel passage today that 
“I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 
produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for 
eternal life” (John 12:23-28). The one who is engaged in 
an action which serves the true interests of others, and who 
loses his life in the process will gain it. That is the bearing 
of Christ’s words, and on this day we think of those who 
fell in defending the interests of their country. Very 
importantly, Jesus Christ the Son of God become man, by 
his very Incarnation, united himself to every man and 
woman. Because of this mysterious yet real union, he was 
able to atone for the sins of the whole world. As St Paul 
writes, Christ loved me and gave himself up for me. 
Moreover, Christ wants us to know that he has united 
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himself with every man. In describing the Last Judgment, 
he tells us that he will say to us, “I was hungry!” Lord, 
when did we see you hungry? “I tell you that whatever you 
did to the least of these brothers of mine, you did to me” 
(Matthew 25:40). Jesus Christ is in some sense united with 
every man and woman, especially those in need, and 
especially those who are trying to live well. The one who 
lives and dies in a moral service of others is, in some real 
sense then, united with Jesus Christ. 

Let us honour those whose lives are cut short while in 
the service of their duty to others. Their deaths are not just 
mishaps and misfortunes. They may have been the greatest 
act of their lives, bearing hidden fruit of which we are 
unaware. In any case, as in life so also in death, Jesus 
Christ by his Incarnation is united to every man and 
woman in a real though unseen sense. For the one who is 
baptized and who is living the life of faith in Jesus Christ, 
this union is ever so much the greater. Let us learn to see 
all things as having Jesus Christ as their reference point. 
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He is the Lord of lords, the King of kings. In him all things 
and all persons find their ultimate meaning. 
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World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
(4th Sunday of Eastertide) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32):5-6 The merciful love 
of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in 
the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may reach 
where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 23:1-6; 
1 Peter 2:20b-25; John 10:1-10 

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not 
enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some 
other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
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brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will 
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from 
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 
Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 
understand what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said 
again, ‘‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but 
the sheep have not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go 
out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have 
it to the full A (John 10:1-10) 

The Priesthood He was bom Jozef De Veuster. 
He was the seventh child and fourth son of the Flemish 
com merchant Joannes Franciscus De Veuster and his wife 
Anne-Catherine Wouters, in the village of Tremelo in 
Flemish Brabant. He attended college at Braine-le-Comte, 
then entered the novitiate of the Religious Congregation of 
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the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in Leuven, taking the 
name of Brother Damianus in his first vows, presumably 
after the first Saint Damian. During his ecclesiastical 
studies, he would pray every day before a picture of St. 
Francis Xavier, patron of missionaries, to be sent to the 
foreign missions. Three years later his prayer was 
answered when, because of illness, his brother Auguste 
could not travel to Hawaii as a missionary, so Damien was 
allowed to take his place. On March 19, 1864, Damien 
landed at Honolulu Harbour on Oahu as a missionary. 
There he was ordained a Catholic priest on May 21, 1864, 
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace. In 1865 he was 
assigned to the Catholic Mission in North Kohala on the 
island of Hawaii. At this time the Kingdom of Hawaii was 
facing a public health crisis. Some Native Hawaiians 
became infected by several diseases brought to the 
Hawaiian Islands by foreign traders and sailors. 
Thousands of Hawaiians died of influenza, syphilis, and 
other ailments that had never been seen there before. One 
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disease present there was leprosy, which at that time was 
thought to be highly contagious and incurable. In 1865, 
out of fear of its spread, the Hawaiian Legislature passed, 
and King Kamehameha V approved, the “Act to Prevent 
the Spread of Leprosy”. This law quarantined the lepers of 
Hawaii and caused them to be moved to Kalawao on the 
island of Molokai. About 8,000 Hawaiians were sent to the 
Kalaupapa peninsula from 1866 through to 1969. The 
Royal Board of Health provided the quarantined people 
with food and other supplies, but it did not have the 
resources to offer proper health care for them. By 1868 
drunken and lewd conduct prevailed among them, and the 
easy-going, good-natured people seemed wholly changed. 
Father Damien was the first priest to volunteer and, on 
May 10, 1873, he arrived with 816 lepers living there. His 
role was not limited to being a religious priest — he 
dressed ulcers, built a reservoir, built homes and furniture, 
made coffins, and dug graves. First and foremost, of 
course, he ministered as a Catholic priest. 
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Six months after his arrival at Kalawao he wrote his 
brother, Pamphile, in Europe: “...I make myself a leper 
with the lepers to gain all to Jesus Christ.” Father 
Damien’s arrival was a turning point for the community. 
Under his leadership, basic laws were enforced, shacks 
became painted houses, working farms were organized, 
and schools were established. Damien died of leprosy on 
April 15, 1889, at the age of 49. In 1977 Pope Paul VI 
declared Father Damien to be Venerable. On June 4, 1995, 
Pope John Paul II beatified him, and on October 11, 2009 
he was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI. Mahatma 
Gandhi once claimed Damien to have been an inspiration 
for his social campaigns in India that led to the freedom of 
his people. Both during his own lifetime and since (despite 
some controversy), he was hailed for his dedication to the 
material wellbeing of a population of miserable outcasts. 
But the fundamental significance of his life has all too 
often been completely overlooked. Fie was a priest. He 
was there precisely as a Catholic priest, whose purpose was 
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to bring the lepers into union with Jesus Christ and so gain 
for them a place in heaven. He was there precisely as 
another Christ, and he knew that as an ordained Catholic 
priest he was one who is in Jesus Christ the High Priest, 
and thus made Jesus Christ present. The Catholic Church 
teaches that when a man is ordained to the ministerial 
priesthood, by the Sacrament of Holy Orders he acts in 
persona Christi Capitis, that is, in the person of Christ who 
is the Head of His Body, the Church. Through his 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist, for instance, he makes 
present the one eternal sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 
Because Father Damien de Veuster was there on Molokai, 
Jesus Christ was there in an altogether special way. This 
was the signal benefit Damien brought to that sorry section 
of the island — and all the other benefits he brought are to 
be seen in that context. This is the glory of the priesthood 
and source of its usefulness to the world. This is why we 
ought pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, 
and to the religious life (represented, for instance, by Saint 
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Marianne Cope, the holy nun who succeeded Father 
Damien on Molokai). 

In our Gospel for today, which we celebrate as the 
annual Day of Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood and 
Religious Life, our Lord describes himself as the Gate of 
the Sheepfold through whom any true shepherd must pass 
if the sheep he leads are to gain pasture. This reminds us 
that the ordained priest is consecrated to Christ and that it 
is Christ who operates in him and who is made present in 
his person and ministry. It is in order that Christ be made 
more and more present in the world and the Church that we 
ought all pray for an abundance of vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life. On this day, the Sunday 
dedicated to this intention, let us resolve to do this in a 
regular and systematic way. 
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World Mission Sunday 

Mass for the Spread of the Gospel — for the 
Evangelization of Peoples 

Entrance Antiphon Psalm 66:2-3 O God, be gracious and 
bless us, and let your face shed its light upon us, and have 
mercy. So will your ways be known upon earth and all 
nations learn your salvation. 

Collect O God, whose will it is that all should be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth, look upon your 
abundant harvest and be pleased to send workers to gather 
it, that the Gospel may be preached to all creation and that 
your people, gathered by the word of life and sustained by 
the power of the Sacraments, may advance in the way of 
salvation and love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Isaiah 2: 1-5; Psalm 97; Ephesians 3: 
2-12; Matthew 28: 16-20 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to 
them and said, All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:16- 
20 ) 


The Mission Among the four Gospels, there is a 
great variety in the account of our Lord’s risen 
appearances. In each of them, more space is given to the 
account of the Last Supper, the Passion and the Death of 
Christ - for this is supremely when he accomplished his 
redemptive work. Still, it is clear from our Lord’s own 
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words that the Resurrection is an integral part of his 
redemptive mission. It is not just a happy sequel. Matthew 
gives some twenty verses to the Resurrection and the risen 
appearances of Jesus. So does Mark. Luke gives some 
fifty verses to it, with a further eight verses or so in the first 
chapter of his subsequent work, the Acts of the Apostles 
(1:2-9). In the Gospel of St John there are some fifty-five 
verses, divided into two chapters. Some scholars think that 
the last chapter, inspired of course, came from John’s 
disciples. In each of the four Gospel accounts of the risen 
appearances of Jesus, the launching of Christ’s mission is a 
feature. In the Gospel of St John, it is the first thing the 
risen Jesus does in his meeting with the Apostles as a 
group. On the evening of the day he rose, he stood among 
them and said, “As the Father sent me, even so I send you.” 
Then he breathed the Holy Spirit upon them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit...” (John 20:21-22). This mission 
is implied in his later words to Thomas: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believe” (20:29). The point is 
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repeated again three times later in Galilee to Simon Peter: 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me? ... Tend my sheep” 
(John 21:15-17). In the Gospel of St Luke, on the day of 
the Resurrection Christ shows that his Passion and 
Resurrection were in fulfilment of the Scriptures (24:25-27. 
44-47). But very importantly too, he showed them that the 
Scriptures taught that “repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be preached in his name to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem.” They would soon receive the 
promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit (24:47-49). The 
point is again stressed by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles, 
when the risen Christ tells his disciples that “you shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and 
you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

In the Resurrection accounts of Matthew and Mark 
there is no formal reference to the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. What is given great prominence is the mission of 
the infant Church. In the brief account by St Mark, this is 
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very emphatic. Christ commissions his disciples to go to 
the whole world: “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to the whole creation. He who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.” Then after Christ’s Ascension, we read, 
“they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them” (Mark 16:15-20). In the Gospel of St 
Matthew, from which our passage today is drawn, the point 
is even clearer in that there is no reference to the coming of 
the Holy Spirit (though our Lord does mention him in the 
formula for baptism). Nor is there mentioned the 
Ascension of our Lord. Rather, Matthew ends his Gospel 
with one event, one grand point. The risen Jesus returns to 
where his ministry had begun, to Galilee — “Galilee of the 
nations (or Gentiles)”, as Matthew had called it, quoting 
Isaiah (Matthew 4:15). Back at that beginning of the 
public ministry, Matthew writes, “the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light” (4:16), and “from that 
time, Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the 
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kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (4:17). So the risen Jesus 
is back in Galilee again and now on the mountain with his 
disciples. He is high up with them, with a great vista 
before them — let us say, the world. Christ is high up, as 
one having supreme authority. This is the end of 
Matthew’s Gospel account, and what do we read? “Jesus 
came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. God therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you; and 
behold, I am with you always’” (28:18-20). For St 
Matthew, Christ’s lordship of all is what is important here, 
and the mission of the Church and her members is to have 
this recognized everywhere and at all times. Jesus Christ is 
Lord, and the world, all creation, is called to accept this as 
the ruling element in life. This, then, is how it should be in 
our own lives. Mission Sunday each year is a day when we 
can recapture this fundamental truth of Christian living. 
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The natural thing for any human being is to aim at a 
flourishing of his or her life, and this is commonly sought 
by securing possessions in order to make this possible. But 
we cannot take these things with us. What we can take 
with us is Jesus Christ whom we have accepted as Lord. 
We can also take with us other souls, the children of God 
whom he has created, and for whom his divine incarnate 
Son died. We can go to God rich in Jesus Christ and rich 
in souls whom we have been instrumental in winning for 
God — be they our own family, our friends and those who 
make up the world of our everyday life, and beyond. That 
is our mission. It is the mission of all Christ’s disciples. 
What, then, have I done for Christ — and what will I do for 
him? 


Vb»©«dv 
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Indigenous People’s Sunday 
(First Sunday of July) 

(Entrance Antiphon, Collect and Readings are those of the 
Sunday, determined by the Bishops of the country, on 
which this celebration falls) 

For example, a Gospel may be: 

At that time Jesus said, I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All 
things have been committed to me by my Father. No one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 



3998 


and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:25-30) 

Human Dignity One of the most defining features 
of man is his religion - and this is especially the case with 
indigenous man, as anthropologists and archaeologists 
commonly take for granted. If one considers the religion 
of many indigenous peoples, we may find ourselves with a 
new esteem for those peoples. Let us take one example — 
that of the African Nuer, with E.E. Evans-Pritchard (1902- 
1973) as our informant. According to his research, when 
asked how things began or how they come to be what they 
are, the Nuer answered that God made them or that it was 
his will that they have come to be what they are. The 
heavens and the earth and the waters on the earth, and the 
beasts and birds and reptiles and fish were made by him, 
and he is the author of custom and tradition. Everything in 
nature, in culture, in society and in men is as it is because 
God made it so. In the Nuer conception of God, he is thus 
a creative spirit, and is a person. Though he is himself 
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ubiquitous and invisible he sees and hears all that happens 
and he can be angry and can love. As a person he is the 
father of men, and in this he is their Creator, their 
protector, and their friend. Though God is sometimes felt 
to be present here and now, he is also felt to be far away in 
the sky. However, heaven and earth are not entirely 
separated - there are comings and goings. God can be 
communicated with through prayer and sacrifice, and a 
certain kind of contact with him is maintained through the 
moral order of society, which he instituted and of which he 
is the guardian. But in spite of these contacts the distance 
between heaven and earth is too great to be bridged. If one 
views all this from the perspective of Revealed Religion, 
one cannot help but be impressed by the natural religion of 
the Nuer. Evans-Pritchard once wrote that the Nuer 
attitude was well expressed by Job 1:21: “The Lord gave, 
and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” 
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Now, let us take a highly educated Westerner — say, 
the case of Professor Antony Flew (the son of a Methodist 
clergyman), who since his youth had rejected revealed 
religion and embraced atheism. In 1950 he published his 
short paper, “Theology and Falsification,” which argued 
that the idea of God is philosophically meaningless, since it 
cannot be falsified — that is, believers cannot posit an 
instance that would cause them to deny the existence of 
God. Genuine assertions, by contrast, can be falsified. 
Flew, who was 87 at the time of his death, had long argued 
that people should presuppose atheism until evidence of 
God surfaces. Well, after a long academic career in 
philosophy he suddenly declared in 2004 that “the findings 
of more than 50 years of DNA research have provided 
materials for a new and enormously powerful argument to 
design.” Biologists’ investigation of DNA “has shown, by 
the almost unbelievable complexity of the arrangements 
which are needed to produce [life], that intelligence must 
have been involved.” 


“It’s simply not on to think this 
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could occur simply by chance,” Flew reportedly said, 
referring to the elegance and complexity of DNA. So then, 
what did this new intellectual assertion involve? He 
believed in a being who structured the world but has since 
remained indifferent to it. Flew had finally arrived at the 
divine Watchmaker imagined by deists like Isaac Newton, 
Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin. In a letter to 
The Sunday Telegraph of London in 2004, he described 
“the God in whose existence I have belatedly come to 
believe” as “most emphatically not the eternally rewarding 
and eternally torturing God of either Christianity or Islam 
but the God of Aristotle that he would have defined — had 
Aristotle actually produced a definition of his (and my) 
God — as the first initiating and sustaining cause of the 
universe.” In 2007, Flew co-authored a book with science- 
religion writer Roy Abraham Varghese, There is a God: 
How the World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed His 
Mind. Following controversy about the publication, Flew 
released a statement saying that it “is my book and it 
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represents my thinking.” Well now, what are we to say of 
all this? It is good that Flew emerged from the myopia of 
atheism, and that he saw that the world could not be the 
result of chance — it had to have a Designer. But he never 
got to see that God is a Father and a Judge to all. This is 
the true foundation of a real natural religion, and in this the 
indigenous Nuer had it all over the educated Flew. 

Here, I am making a very simple point. The 
indigenous peoples of the world are truly worthy of our 
respect for their many hidden achievements — and one of 
them has often been the quality of their natural religion. In 
many instances it outshines the natural religion of the 
educated who have rejected revealed religion. But this is 
not, as a matter of fact, the raison d’etre of what ought be 
our abiding respect for them. The basis of respect is the 
fact that they, our fellow human beings, are, together with 
each of us, children of our common Father in heaven, and 
brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ our Redeemer and our 
God. Jesus Christ has assured us that whatever we do to 
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the least of his brothers, he will count as having been done 
to him. Let us be reminded by our celebration today of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the world that we are obliged to love 
and respect them as brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ 
who will one day be our Judge. 

-- 
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Refugee-Migrant Sunday 
(Celebrated in August in Australia) 

(Celebrated in January internationally, in other months in 

various countries) 

Entrance Antiphon , Collect and Scripture readings of the 
Sunday on which this is observed. 

(A possible special reading may be the following: Matthew 
25:31-46) 

Jesus said to his disciples, When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on 
his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, 
'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
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something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. ’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 
or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you 
sick or in prison and go to visit you ? ’ The King will reply, 
7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me. ’ Then he will say to 
those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did 
not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look 
after me. ’ They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
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sick or in prison, and did not help you? ’ He will reply, 7 
tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the 
least of these, you did not do for me. ’ Then they will go 
away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life. (Matthew 25:31-46) 

Migrants and Refugees The farther away one 
moves from a tall mountain, the better can he appreciate its 
height. This can apply to great men. Giovanni Battista 
Scalabrini was born at Fino Momasco, Como (Italy), on 
July 8, 1839, and consecrated Bishop of Piacenza on 
January 30, 1876, where he died on June 1, 1905. Upon 
completing his elementary courses in Fino, he attended 
high school and two years of college at the Liceo Volta in 
Como, covering nine kilometres back and forth on foot 
every week. Walking along with his fellow students and 
the workers that followed the same road, he used to explain 
to them the catechism and repeat to them the religious 
instructions received in class, while sharing with the poorer 
ones his lunch and the little money he had. At the Liceo 
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Volta, he achieved the highest marks and prizes every year, 
and gave clear signs of a vocation to the priesthood, 
especially in his dedication to prayer and the apostolate. 
Later as a Bishop, he was an innovator in the field of the 
apostolic care for souls, giving first priority to 
evangelization through catechesis. Singled out as the 
“Apostle of Catechism” by Pius IX (pope from 1846- 
1878), he is looked upon as a pioneer of the modern 
catechetical movement. He struggled to remove obstacles 
to the re-christianization of the Italian people and to bridge 
the gap between the Church and modern society, while 
making special efforts to heal the “calamitous breach” at 
the time between Italy and the Holy See. Pope Pius X 
(pope from 1903-1914) saw in him “the learned, meek, and 
strong Bishop, who even in the face of harsh opposition 
has always upheld and loved the truth, and made it love; 
nor did he abandon it because of either threats or flattery.” 
Benedict XV (pope from 1914-1921) thought of him as of 
a “Bishop beyond compare”, testifying to his own 
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“unbroken admiration for his exceptional virtues, above all 
for the one that was his foremost, charity.” He is best 
known as “The Apostle to the Migrants” (Pius XII), for 
whom he founded two Religious Congregations which are 
still flourishing, the Missionary Fathers and the Missionary 
Sisters of Saint Charles. Together with Father Francesco 
Zaboglio, his former student and a parish priest in 
Valtellina, he began in the summer of 1886 to concern 
himself in a concrete manner on how to find a remedy for 
the material and spiritual evils caused by the mass 
migration of Italians exposed to the danger of losing their 
faith and religious piety. 

The situation was this. During his first pastoral 
visitation he had ascertained that 28,000 of the 250,000 
Catholics of the Diocese of Piacenza had migrated, and the 
flow of Italian emigration kept growing ever more and 
reached hundreds of thousands every year. Among all the 
migrants of the world. Bishop Scalabrini sorrowfully saw 
the Italians as the “pariahs” of emigration, because, having 
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been recruited by means of deceitful promises by 
“emigration’s agents”, they left for a chancy future, 
without any protection from the government, isolated in 
countries of which they ignored language and culture, 
exposed to exploitation by the “brokers of human flesh”, 
abandoned or neglected even by the Church. On January 
11, 1887, he made a proposal to the Holy See for the 
founding of an association of priests for migrants and on 
February 16 he presented a detailed project of action. Leo 
XIII, with the Brief Libenter Agnovimus of the 15 th of 
November, approved the founding of the Missionaries for 
Migrants. On November 28, 1887, before the urn 
containing the relics of Saint Antonino, he founded the 
“Congregation of the Missionaries for Italian Emigrants, 
especially in the Americas”, with two missionaries, Fathers 
Giuseppe Molinari and Domenico Mantese, soon joined by 
other priests and “brothers catechists” (we remember that 
the Italian parents of Pope Francis emigrated to Argentina 
the following century). The first profession of the vows 
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was celebrated in the same basilica of Saint Antonino on 
July 12, 1888, together with the giving of the crucifix and 
the departure of the missionaries, who were to be known as 
the “Missionaries of Saint Charles” since 1892. A small 
group of these missionaries left for New York and Boston 
in the United States; another small group for the Brazilian 
States of Parana and Espiritu Santo. On September 19, 
1888, the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the 
Faith approved the first “Rules” that contemplated a 
Society with life in common and five year vows. On 
December 8, 1894, Bishop Scalabrini introduced the 
perpetual vows. The scope of the new Congregation was 
“to maintain alive the Catholic faith in the hearts of 
emigrants”, but another one was added to it: to seek, as far 
as possible, also their “moral, civil, and economic welfare”. 
Pius XII defined him as an “Apostolic Man highly 
deserving of Church and Country.” 

I give the example of Scalabrini, the “Father of 
migrants”, to show the importance of a Christian concern 
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for migrants and refugees. The refugee situation 
constitutes a major catastrophe in our day, with vast 
numbers of refugees streaming out of their war-torn 
homelands in the Middle East, Africa, and many other 
parts of the globe. A large proportion are Christians 
fleeing persecution from radical Islamist organizations and 
regimes. They have lost everything and have nowhere to 
go and nothing to provide for their helpless families. 
Christ has said that he identifies with the least who are in 
need, and that he will consider as done to himself what is 
done for them. Bishop Scalabrini had an outstanding love 
for the poor. This was an essential element of his holy life, 
a life modelled on that of Christ because he lived by his 
Holy Spirit. Let us resolve to do likewise. 
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